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Once the net has been gathered in following the preaching of 
the Word, the fisher of men must turn to biblical exhortation. He 
must consider ways in which Christians who have responded to 
the message of salvation will live in the world. Since they have 
acted upon the gospel message and turned around, accepting 
God’s forgiveness and finding new life in the Son, they must 
learn to interpret their experience in the light of everyday life. 
Teaching is the means by which the church seeks to explain what 
being a Christian means in one’s personal and community life.

Teaching is necessary to conserve the results of evangelism. 
Through teaching new believers are taught what is expected of 
them and what is provided for them in the Christian life. As they 
receive teaching and are changed by it, they respond by growing 
spiritually and maturing.

As we respond to the teaching of the Word of God, we 
become stronger men and women of faith, able to withstand the 
tests of spiritual infancy at first and later the cunning deceit of 
the enemy (Ephesians 4:14). And we progressively grow more 
like Jesus as we behold His glory (2 Corinthians 3:18). May 
our goal ever be to be responsive to His working in our lives 
(Ephesians 3:20).
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lesson outline
The Definition of Teaching
The Reasons for Teaching
The Examples of Teaching

lesson objectives
When you finish this lesson you should be able to:

1.	 State the importance for believers to possess Bible 
knowledge.

2.	 Identify examples of teaching that include explanation and 
interpretation.

3.	 Identify the basis of authority for a New Testament teaching 
ministry.

4.	 Justify the teaching ministry by use of Old Testament and 
New Testament examples.

learning activities
1.	 Review the section in Lesson 1 entitled “The Teaching 

Ministry.” This section will provide background for your 
expanded study of the ministry of teaching.

2.	 Read the opening section, outline, and objectives of this 
lesson and work through it according to your usual procedure.

3.	 Learn the meanings of any key words that are new to you.

key words
convert	 discipleship	 maturity
disciple	 indoctrinate	 moral exhortation
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lesson development

The Definition of Teaching
Recall from Lesson 1 our general definition of preaching 

and teaching. There we noted these means of communication 
were two expressions of one ministry. We learned that there is a 
fine line of distinction between these means of communication. 
However, after careful examination of biblical evidence, 
we concluded that in New Testament experience in general 
the preaching ministry lays the foundation for spiritual life, 
and teaching provides the guidance by which the Christian 
superstructure is built. To put it another way, the New Testament 
pattern shows that the objective of preaching is to convert while 
the objective of teaching is to mature disciples.

However, just as all preaching is not for evangelizing the 
lost (see Lesson 4), so all teaching is not for maturing believers. 
There are instances in the New Testament where teaching was 
evangelistic in nature. A notable example occurs in Paul’s ministry. 
On occasion he taught in the synagogues (Acts 18:4; 19:8) and 
the schools of philosophy (Acts 19:9). The message at Mars’ Hill 
was delivered as a discourse following extended discussions in the 
synagogue and the public square (Acts 17:16–31).

At Thessalonica Paul entered a synagogue of the Jews and 
held discussions and debate of the Scriptures for three weeks, 
explaining and proving that Jesus whom he proclaimed was the 
Christ. In that city his teaching ministry was productive, for a 
considerable number of people were persuaded to join him (Acts 
17:1–4). Evangelism was the major objective of these teaching 
sessions.

Teaching the gospel message to reach the unsaved is a 
scriptural practice. It is a profitable means of evangelism today, 
practiced with success by many. However, the general pattern 
of the New Testament church was that preaching was geared to 
make converts while the goal of teaching was to make disciples.
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The word teaching has a number of meanings: “to guide 
study,” “to cause to gain knowledge or skills,” “to cause to 
learn,” and “to cause to change.” Notice that teaching causes 
things. It is a dynamic activity that produces results. It is the 
power of the Holy Spirit through the accurate and practical 
teaching that changes the lives of people. Let us consider some 
of the meanings of teaching.

To Cause to Know
Objective 1 .	 State the importance for believers to possess Bible 

knowledge.

One important element of teaching is “to impart knowledge, 
to inform.” New Testament teaching was based on the Old 
Testament Scriptures. For example, knowledge of Creation, the 
Fall, God’s choice of and dealings with Israel and the nations, 
God’s holiness, the nature of sin and the need of a Savior-
knowledge came from Old Testament Scripture. In addition, 
New Testament revelation included the Incarnation and the 
Word made flesh (the record of which is found in the Gospels), 
prophecy (which placed the program of God in perspective), 
and doctrine, which brought knowledge about the practical 
application of the commandments of God. All of these facts of 
God’s revelation to people in both Testaments are important to 
us. As we are aware of God’s nature and His plan for us we can 
serve Him acceptably and grow spiritually. An important part of 
teaching, therefore, is the imparting of knowledge. The Bible, 
God’s written revelation, is the content of our teaching.

In 2 Timothy 3:16–17, Paul revealed to Timothy the role of 
the scripture in teaching. Notice Paul stated the Bible will…

•	 Show what is right (doctrine)

•	 Show what is not right (reproof)

•	 Show how to get right (correction)

•	 Show how to stay right (instruction)

Let all four areas be included in your teaching.
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When Luke introduced his record of the Gospel to 
Theophilus, he gave his reason for writing: “so that you may 
know the certainty of the things you have been taught” (Luke 
1:4). Luke gave Theophilus the facts of the gospel, including 
the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of the Lord 
Jesus. Before an understanding of the significance of these 
matters could be taught, the basic facts had to be imparted. Thus, 
teaching the factual content of the Scriptures is a primary step 
in Christian education. Causing a person to know this factual 
knowledge is a basic building block in the learning structure.

Application
1. State reasons why believers need Bible knowledge.

a)	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b)	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

To Cause to Understand
Objective 2.	 Identify examples of teaching that include explanation 

and interpretation.

To teach is to explain, interpret, and expound. Jesus’ teaching 
involved the interpretation and explanation of the Scriptures. He 
gave new meaning to old teaching on the Law (Matthew 5:17–
20) on a variety of subjects including anger (Matthew 5:21–25), 
adultery (Matthew 5:27–30), divorce (Matthew 5:31–32), vows 
(Matthew 5:33–37), revenge, and love (Matthew 5:38–48). 
He explained principles of life in a fresh way. Charity, prayer, 
fasting, and how a person views his possessions were also 
among the things He taught (Matthew 6:1–34). The crowds were 
amazed at His teaching, for He made the scriptural knowledge 
the people possessed practical, applying it to their daily 
situations. He also taught with assurance and authority—a fact 
that impressed His hearers (Matthew 7:28–29).
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Have you ever noticed that sometimes teaching involves 
getting rid of some of our old ideas that are based on faulty 
understanding of God’s Word? For example, Jesus reminded 
His hearers that while the Law spoke specifically against the 
act of adultery, a person could be equally guilty of breaking the 
Law by looking lustfully at a woman, for he was committing 
adultery in his heart (Matthew 5:27–28). How this disclosure 
must have shocked wicked people who served God with their 
lips and strictly refrained from committing a wicked act but 
whose hearts were far from Him as they broke the spirit of the 
Law (Matthew 15:1–9). Sometimes people get into the bad habit 
of going through the motions of worship while their hearts rebel 
against God. Such behavior is not acceptable to God and must 
be changed. Isaiah taught the people of his day these truths (see 
Isaiah 1). Teaching of this type interprets the commandments in 
a practical way. It can help us to see what the goals are that God 
has for a person’s life. And it can give direction so that we live 
according to the standard God has set in His Word.

Application
2. Read Luke 10:25–37 and answer the following questions.
a)	In verse 26 Jesus responded to the teacher’s question of verse 

25 with one of His own: “‘How do you read it [the Scripture)?’” 
What did the Jewish teacher learn from his response to his own 
question about the way to receive eternal life?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               
b)	When the teacher (v. 29) asked who his neighbor was, Jesus 

told the Parable of the Good Samaritan. Through this parable 
Jesus actually explained that our neighbor is 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               

In the previous example, Jesus caused His hearers to 
understand that love is not to be limited to those we love or to 
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those who love us. Rather, Jesus interpreted the commandments 
to love God and neighbor so that His hearers could see their 
neighbor in everyone with whom they came in contact. To those 
who refused to recognize the neighboring Samaritans or other 
nearby Gentile nations as neighbors, this parable explained 
clearly the factual knowledge they already possessed so that 
it could be effectively applied. Jesus’ teaching concerning the 
commandments (factual knowledge) showed that if a person 
truly wants to do right and if he really loves God, he will also 
love his fellowman and show neighborly love to everyone in 
need of help, regardless of who that person might be.

Observe Jesus’ use of this aspect of teaching when He joined 
two discouraged disciples going toward Emmaus. When He had 
been crucified, they lost all hope that He was the Messiah. Now 
as they walked along, He interpreted the Scriptures to them. 
Beginning with Moses’ writings and continuing through the 
prophets, He explained to them how the Messiah must suffer and 
be raised again (Luke 24:13–35). He interpreted recent events in 
the light of Scripture. He put these events into proper perspective 
and shed new light on their meaning and significance. Notice 
the response of these two disciples (v. 32) as Jesus taught: their 
hearts burned within them while He talked with them on the road 
and opened the Scriptures to them (caused them to understand).

The word disciple implies and the New Testament record 
confirms that a disciple was a believer in Christ (Acts 11:26), 
a learner or apprentice in the things of Christ, one wholly 
committed to a life of sacrifice for His sake (Luke 14:26–27, 
33). A disciple responded to the supreme responsibility of 
discipleship: that of making disciples of others (Matthew 28:19). 
But in order for a new believer to develop these characteristics, 
he had to have the meaning and significance of his salvation 
experience explained to him. He had to be taught what to do.

Consider Philip, who preached Jesus to the Ethiopian and he 
believed (Acts 8:35). Then Philip explained water baptism to 
him. When they found water, the Ethiopian was baptized (Acts 
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8:36–38). This was entirely consistent with Jesus’ commands: 
make disciples, baptize them in water, and teach them to obey 
Christ’s commandments (Matthew 28:19–20). This pattern was 
followed by Philip at Samaria (Acts 8:5–17), by Ananias with 
Saul (Acts 9:5, 17–19), and by Paul at Philippi (Acts 16:30–34).

Application
3. From our study of the aspect of teaching which has as its goal 
to cause to understand, we can say that
a)	a teacher has to do more than give factual knowledge to his 

students.
b)	to apply factual knowledge, a person must understand what 

the facts mean to him personally.
c)	 with an understanding of the significance of factual 

knowledge, we are prepared to apply it to our own life 
situation.

d)	all of the above a), b), and c) are correct.
e)	only a) and b) above are correct.

As people were saved and added to the church at Antioch, 
Barnabas was sent from Jerusalem to encourage and strengthen 
them. As a result many others received Christ as Lord. To 
conserve the fruits of this spiritual harvest, Barnabas brought 
Saul from Tarsus and for a whole year they taught great numbers 
of people (Acts 11:19–26). It is undoubtedly significant that 
it was at Antioch, where evangelism and effective teaching 
ministries were combined, that disciples were first called 
Christians—followers of Christ. They not only received Christ’s 
teaching but also understood the implications of discipleship. 
The New Testament pattern is clear: as the gospel was preached 
and people were saved they were taught to live the Christian life 
as disciples of the Lord Jesus.
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Application
4. Read Nehemiah 8:1–12 and answer the following questions.
a)	When Ezra read the Law to the people who were old enough 

to understand (vv. 2–3), what aspect of teaching was he 
demonstrating?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               
b)	When the Levites stood to continue with their part of the 

teaching ministry (vv. 7–8), they illustrate what aspect of 
teaching?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               
c)	When the people grasped the significance of the Law’s 

requirements, what was their response?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               

5. Circle the letters of TRUE examples of teaching that include 
both explanation and interpretation.
a)	Two disciples who knew the Old Testament Scriptures were 

taught concerning the significance of Christ’s death and 
resurrection.

b)	John’s teacher is concerned with facts, so he lectures rapidly 
and gives great amounts of factual information to his 
students.

c)	 The writer to the Hebrews reasons why it is so important that 
his readers not neglect so great salvation (Hebrews 2:1–4).

d)	Paul, in the Pastoral Epistle 1 Timothy 3:1–7, teaches 
concerning the requirements of leadership and justifies these 
requirements.

To Cause Change
To teach is to cause change, both in attitude and in actions. 

This is the goal of Bible teaching. By teaching the commands 
of Jesus, attitudes and ideas are changed. Consequently, the 
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course of life is changed. Growth and maturity should then 
follow. New Testament disciples were learners and followers. 
They learned the teacher’s message and followed His example as 
well. This is the objective Jesus set before His disciples when He 
commissioned them to teach (Matthew 28:19–20).

Bible teaching is more than imparting facts and interpreting 
Scripture. Things learned are to be applied to daily living. Truth 
is to be practiced. Jesus put it this way: “‘If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free’” (John 8:31–32). In this 
way the truth, which is known and practiced, brings freedom.

However, mere external observance of learned rules (or 
doing what the Law says), is not enough. Jesus’ most pointed 
criticisms were of the Pharisees who observed ritual and 
tradition religiously, but neglected inner purity. He condemned 
the absence of spiritual life within. He taught that people should 
observe what is right to please God, not impress others. He is 
concerned first with being (what we are) and then with our doing 
(our behavior that results from the inner, spiritual change).

When Jesus had finished teaching on one occasion, He 
concluded His session by remarking about the importance 
of doing what was heard. He said that those who hear and 
do not apply the Word build on sand. Those whose actions 
are changed as a result of hearing the Word are compared 
to a man who builds on the rock. Only those who hear and 
whose actions reflect this inner change, Jesus said, can survive 
(Matthew 7:24–27).
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Application
6. Match the following items by placing the number of each 
description (right) in front of the behavior it describes (left).

	�����a Matthew 23:25–28 1) The externals 
observer

2) The non-acting 
hearer

3) The model 
disciple

	�����b Matthew 7:26–27

	�����c James 1:23–24

	�����d Matthew 7:24–25

	�����e James 1:25

	����� f This person judges his spiritual 
condition by all the things he does 
not do

	�����g This individual, though uninvolved 
with others, speaks continually of his 
faith and is ever learning about faith

	�����h This one does not talk about his gifts 
or faith, but his good deeds show 
that he has faith

Paul encouraged Timothy to teach the Word, live by it, and 
let others see his spiritual growth. He warned him to live by the 
things he taught in order to save himself and those who heard 
him (1 Timothy 4:11–16). Paul firmly believed that the end 
result of teaching must be changed lives. Notice his reference 
to the Jews’ knowledge of the Scriptures in Romans 2:18 and 
following. If they know from the Law what God wants them to 
do, then they are to be condemned for not living according to its 
standard. It is not enough to know the Scriptures and interpret 
them properly. We must be changed by the Word. Then we can 
teach others to be Christ’s disciples by our example.
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Application
7. Suppose a person visited you and the people to whom you 
minister. Very soon he demonstrates ability to teach others. Yet, 
you notice that he does not do the things he teaches others to do. 
How would this discovery affect your opinion of this teacher? 
Use your notebook for this answer.

As we serve the Lord, we are exhorted to do what He says 
(Luke 6:46). Every teacher should read Romans 2:21–23 
regularly. And he should be sure He measures up to the standard 
of behavior required of those who lead (1 Timothy 3:1–13; 6:11–
12; Titus 1:5–9). Our actions speak louder than our words. If our 
behavior is not consistent with what we preach and teach, people 
will never be able to hear our message.

Application
8. Explain why a change of attitude and conduct is the goal of 
teaching. Use your notebook for this response also.

The Reasons for Teaching

To Fulfill the Scriptural Command
Objective 3.	 Identify the basis of authority for a New Testament 

teaching ministry.

Jesus’ commission to teach is basic to the teaching ministry. 
He commanded the disciples: “‘Go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you’” (Matthew 28:19–20).

Paul commanded Timothy to teach with patience (2 Timothy 
4:2). He also said, “The things you have heard me say in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will 
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also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2). Again, he 
commanded the Colossians to teach one another (Colossians 
3:16) and urged Galatian believers to provide for their teachers 
(Galatians 6:6).

The New Testament names either the teacher or teaching in 
each of three lists of ministries. To the Romans Paul writes: “If 
a man’s gift . . . is teaching, let him teach” (Romans 12:6–7). 
In his reference to teachers in the Ephesian letter he said: “It 
was he [Christ] who gave some to be . . . pastors and teachers” 
(Ephesians 4:11). Teaching is given an important place in another 
listing: “In the church God has appointed first of all apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers” (1 Corinthians 12:28).

Application
9. The New Testament teaching ministry was based on
a)	current educational methods and communications techniques.
b)	time-tested means of teaching that were instituted in Old 

Testament times.
c)	 Christ’s commission and the apostolic command and 

example.

To Bring Converts to Maturity
New converts come into the family of God as babes. They 

are mere infants in the Christian experience. And just as infants 
grow, so newborn Christians should grow. Spiritual maturity 
should be the goal of every believer (1 Peter 2:2). With mature 
believers God purposes to develop a church body capable of 
ministering to others (Ephesians 4:13–16). As one who ministers, 
you know that mature believers do not just happen in the church. 
They are the result of the teaching and preaching ministries and 
of the vital spiritual relationship that people maintain with the 
Lord Jesus. The spiritual lessons thus learned have been applied, 
tested, and proved in the marketplace of life, and they produce 
spiritual stature.
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This process of spiritual development is like the building of 
a sacred temple with a great variety of stones that are made to 
fit together into a dwelling-place for God (Ephesians 2:19–22; 
1 Peter 2:5). Teaching is an important means for helping 
believers develop so that they will fit into God’s program as they 
mature spiritually.

Paul considered Christian maturity to be a goal for believers 
and made great efforts to help them grow (Colossians 1:28–29). 
He encouraged converts to stand firm as mature Christians in 
complete obedience to God’s will (Colossians 4:12). And Peter 
challenged believers to grow and mature in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord (2 Peter 3:18). The Hebrew Christians 
were urged to leave the purely elementary teachings about Christ 
and go on to spiritual maturity (Hebrews 6:1).

Bible teaching is important to Christian maturity. You will 
notice that the purpose of the ministry gifts, which include 
teaching, is to prepare all believers for works of service so that 
they will be built up in the faith and become ever more Christlike 
(Ephesians 4:11–13; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Romans 8:29). To 
attain to the stature of Christlikeness is a lofty ambition! But it 
is within the reach of everyone who hears and heeds the Word. It 
is not an automatic process, however. Spiritual development will 
require dedication and commitment from each of us, just as it did 
from Paul (Philippians 3:10–17).

Christian growth is much like the growth and development 
of children. The infant is helpless at birth. His very life depends 
upon someone else’s care. But in the process of time, the 
child begins to do things for himself. Later he can fully care 
for himself and even help care for others. At full maturity he 
assumes responsibility for a family of his own. In like manner, 
in the church the newborn babes in Christ need loving care and 
the ministry of the Word. At first their diet is simple (1 Peter 
2:2). Later, as they exercise their spiritual lives by applying 
the Word of God to everyday living, they develop into strong 
Christian adults (Hebrews 5:14). As spiritual adults, they care 
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for themselves and assume responsibility for others (Ephesians 
4:12). Now, as mature Christians, their diet has changed to solid 
food (compare 1 Corinthians 3:2 with Hebrews 5:14), and their 
service to others is evidence of their maturity. Teaching is an 
important means God has given to the church to help babes in 
Christ understand the responsibilities of discipleship and the 
demands of spiritual growth and maturity.

Application
10.(Choose the best answer.) Our consideration of teaching to 
bring converts to maturity reveals a parallel between spiritual life 
and biological life
a)	since life in both cases must be nurtured and developed if 

maturity is to be achieved.
b)	because of the similarity in the life cycle of each: birth, 

growth, maturity, and death.
c)	 since both are primarily concerned with eternal values.

The teaching ministry has two main goals: 1) teaching new 
converts to become mature Christians, and 2) teaching mature 
believers and equipping them for effective Christian service. 
Balance is needed. Being is not enough; doing is not enough in 
itself, either. A mature person will do good because he is good. 
The Word of God helps bring the balance that is needed.

The Word of God thoroughly equips the teacher to teach, 
rebuke, correct, and instruct. This use of the Word helps the 
teacher to qualify believers for every service. God has placed 
teachers in the church to perform this service.

Application
11.Circle the letter of the statements that are TRUE explanations 
of how converts become mature Christians.
a)	New converts become mature Christians automatically; that 

is, without any effort, purpose, or direction they mature.
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b)	As new spiritual babes receive spiritual nourishment and 
exercise their spiritual faculties, they develop and mature 
progressively.

c)	 The process of maturing is characterized by the Christian’s 
spiritual diet and his ability to care for himself and minister to 
the needs of others.

The Examples of Teaching

Old Testament Examples
Objective 4.	 Justify the teaching ministry by use of Old Testament 

and New Testament examples.

Moses was the first outstanding teacher of the Old 
Testament. God gave him the Law to teach the people of Israel 
(Deuteronomy 4:14). He instructed parents to teach the Law to 
their children daily and under every circumstance (Deuteronomy 
6:7). In fact, Israel’s whole personal, religious, and national 
life was based upon the law of Moses. That Law was the final 
authority on religious ceremonial requirements, morals, social 
justice, civic administration, and foreign affairs. And in the 
course of time priests and Levites assisted in the teaching of this 
Law (Nehemiah 8).

With great patience and skill, Moses taught Israel the 
commandments of God. In addition to this knowledge phase 
of teaching, he explained the significance of God’s laws for 
personal, social, and national life. He caused the people to 
understand the blessings of obedience (Deuteronomy 7:12–26; 
28:1–14) and the consequences of disobedience (Deuteronomy 
28:15–68), as well as the conditions for spiritual restoration 
(Deuteronomy 30). His years of teaching were richly rewarded, 
for Israel served God faithfully for many years after his death 
(Joshua 24:31). This shows the practical results of his teaching: 
it produced profound changes in the attitudes and conduct of the 
nation of Israel.
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Application
12.Read Judges 2:6–15 and answer the following question. What 
accounts for the fact that an entire generation who knew not the 
Lord or what He had done for Israel arose (v. 10)?

The great national revivals of Israel’s later history centered 
around a return to the teaching of the Law. Samuel, King 
Jehoshaphat, Ezra, and Nehemiah, for example, helped the 
people return to God by teaching them the Law (1 Samuel 12:1–
25; 2 Chronicles 17:7; Ezra 7:10: Nehemiah 8:1–8).

Application
13.Circle the letter of each TRUE example of Old Testament 
teaching.
a)	Teaching in the Old Testament simply grew out of basic 

human need.
b)	Along with the giving of the Law, God gave specific 

directions for His statutes and commandments to be taught 
consistently and diligently.

c)	 Times of spiritual renewal in the Old Testament came as a 
direct result of the teaching of God’s law.

d)	Priests and Levites helped carry out the teaching and training 
activities in Israel in Old Testament times.

New Testament Examples
Jesus was the master teacher. In spite of the specific 

preaching ministry for which He was anointed, He is 
remembered as a teacher. The words of His teaching are 
preserved in detail in the Gospels. We see an excellent example 
of this ministry in Matthew 5–7. After setting an example of 
teaching, He commanded His disciples to teach all nations 
(Matthew 28:19–20).
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The New Testament church followed the Lord’s example 
and command to teach. Church leaders taught new converts 
and made disciples of everyone added to the church. As with 
preaching, they went everywhere teaching the Word. Most of the 
New Testament is the teaching of the early church in the form of 
correspondence to churches and individuals.

Application
14.List two examples of New Testament teaching.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Before He went away, Jesus prepared the disciples to receive 
the additional teaching He would impart to them by the Holy 
Spirit (John 16:12–15). Since they could not receive all He had 
to say then, the Spirit was given to teach, lead, and guide them 
into all truth (John 14:26). Based on Jesus’ words, additional 
teaching came through the apostles. Doctrines (teachings), like 
that on justification, which were mentioned by Jesus (Luke 
18:14) were expanded and explained by the apostles (Romans 
3:21–5:2). Paul repeatedly appealed to the word of the Lord 
in his writings, referring to the teaching of Jesus that he had 
received by revelation (1 Corinthians 11:23; 1 Thessalonians 
4:15; Galatians 1:11–12). Doctrines hidden for centuries 
were revealed and preserved in writing (Colossians 1:26; 
1 Corinthians 4:1; Ephesians 3:3–5).

Application
15.Read John 16:12 and answer each of the following questions. 
Use your notebook for these answers.
a)	Explain why the disciples could not bear more teaching at the 

time.
b)	What can we learn about the ministry of teaching from this 

example?



186 P r e a c h i n g  a n d  Te a c h i n g

The New Testament Epistles explain why Christ died, what 
His death accomplished, and its significance for the whole 
universe (2 Corinthians 5:18; 2 Timothy 1:10; Titus 1:2–3; 
Hebrews 2:14). The content undoubtedly follows closely the 
content of the apostles’ verbal teaching in the churches.

The whole system of Christian doctrine is contained in the 
New Testament Epistles. There are 21 such letters to individuals 
and churches, beginning with the letter to the Romans and 
including the book of Jude. Revelation, written by John to the 
churches of Asia, is prophetic in nature. These letters make up 
the whole of New Testament doctrine for the early church and 
present-day believers. The divinely inspired Scriptures are given 
to guide the church (2 Peter 1:20–21). They were also given to 
teach believers how to live the Christian life and become mature 
saints (2 Timothy 3:16–17).

Application
16.New Testament correspondence performed the teaching 
function of
a)	setting forth new doctrine as the apostles adopted each item 

of church doctrine at regularly convened church councils.
b)	explaining the significance of Christ’s incarnation, life, death, 

and resurrection to all humankind for the salvation of sinners 
and the maturing of believers.

c)	 preserving the opinions of church leaders, which can be 
helpful in serving as a guide to local churches in times of 
difficulty and stress.
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self-test
1. The facts of the gospel must be communicated in our teaching. 
This is the aspect of teaching that we refer to as causing a person 
to
a)	understand.
b)	change.
c)	 know.

2. Teaching that involves explanation and interpretation and 
shows how truth can be applied to everyday life is referred to as 
that which causes one to
a)	understand.
b)	know.
c)	 change.

3. Teaching that effects differences in a person’s actions and 
attitudes is that which causes him to
a)	understand.
b)	change.
c)	 know.

4. One of the scriptural reasons for urging the church to carry out 
the teaching ministry is based on the idea that
a)	once a person has become a believer in Christ, he needs to 

become a disciple also.
b)	 everybody must become involved in teaching in the body of Christ.
c)	 preaching only gets a person saved and cannot produce 

further spiritual growth in a believer.

5. Teaching is advocated in the Word of God as a means of 
bringing believers to spiritual maturity because
a)	it is an easy method of communication to employ either in 

small groups or in large assemblies of people.
b)	preaching only deals with the elementary matters of spiritual life 

and cannot therefore provide nourishment for spiritual adulthood.
c)	 all new believers begin spiritual life as infants; therefore, 

they must be brought to maturity by proper diet, appropriate 
experiences, and occasional tests.
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6. Which of the following are Old Testament examples of 
teaching? Circle the letter of each TRUE statement.
a)	While Moses communicated the Law to Israel, he never 

actually taught the people in the truest sense of the word.
b)	The Old Testament records the results of Moses’ teaching 

ministry, which are seen in the fact that Israel remained 
faithful to God for many years after Moses’ death.

c)	 When the nation of Israel failed in its teaching assignment, it always 
went down to spiritual defeat and national decline and disgrace.

d)	Restoration and revival were promised to Israel if only the 
people would observe the ceremonial rituals that they had 
neglected.

e)	We learned that while people heard the Law read, they still 
needed it to be explained and interpreted to them so that they 
could respond appropriately to it.

7. New Testament examples of teaching demonstrate certain 
truths. Circle the letter of each TRUE statement.
a)	Jesus left each of His disciples with the choice of either 

preaching the gospel or of teaching believers.
b)	Jesus taught much during His own earthly ministry and set an 

example for His followers. In addition, He commanded them 
to make disciples with His teachings, thus establishing the 
importance of teaching.

c)	 In addition to Jesus’ example, much teaching is apparent in 
the New Testament in the form of correspondence to churches 
and individuals.

8. Correspondence performed a valuable teaching function in 
New Testament times. Circle the letter of each TRUE statement.
a)	Most New Testament correspondence was doctrinal and 

originated with church leaders who formulated their beliefs 
according to local custom.

b)	Paul and other apostles repeatedly appealed to the Word of 
the Lord they had heard in person or received by revelation as 
they expanded and explained the teachings of Jesus.

c)	 New Testament correspondence contained additional revelation 
of God’s truth not contained in the teachings of Jesus.
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answers to study questions
  9	c)	 Christ’s commission and the apostolic command and 

example.

  1	Any order
	 a)	So that they are aware of what God expects of them.
	 b)	Because understanding rests on a foundation of basic 

knowledge.

10	a)	 since life in both cases must be nurtured and developed if 
maturity is to be achieved.

  2	a)	He learned that all the commandments are summed up in 
loving God and loving one’s neighbor.

	 b)	anyone who is in need of neighborly help.

11	b) and c) are true.

  3	d)	all of the above a), b), and c) are correct.

12	Your answer. Quite obviously the warnings of Moses about 
teaching (Deuteronomy 6:7, and elsewhere) had been 
forgotten. Teaching on the national and community levels and 
in the home had been neglected, and the result was spiritual 
disaster at every level.

  4	a)	He was causing them to know. He was imparting 
knowledge.

	 b)	They illustrated teaching to cause to understand, for they 
explained the Law so that the people could understand its 
implications.

	 c)	 They were deeply moved because they realized how far 
they were from keeping God’s law acceptably. But when 
their leaders challenged them to positive action, they 
responded by selflessly sharing with others and they were 
filled with great joy.

13	All but a) are true.

  5	a), c), and d) are true.
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14	Your answer. Jesus’ teaching is one of the main examples 
of New Testament teaching. His followers also taught and 
some wrote letters to teach, that is, to explain and interpret 
further the truths given by Jesus. Jesus’ teaching and apostolic 
correspondence, therefore, are two examples of New 
Testament teaching.

  6	a	 1)	 The externals observer
	 b	 2)	 The nonacting hearer
	 c	 2)	 The nonacting hearer
	 d	 3)	 The model disciple
	 e	 3)	 The model disciple
	 f	 1)	 The externals observer
	 g	 2)	 The nonacting hearer
	 h	 3)	 The model disciple

15	a)	Your answers. It undoubtedly refers to the disciples’ 
inability to understand and appreciate further truth in their 
immature state. They needed to receive the enlightenment 
and the enablement of the Holy Spirit to fully understand 
and bear in experience the implications of discipleship.

	 b)	We learn that in teaching we begin with simple truths and 
work toward the more complex as our hearers mature 
spiritually.

  7	Your answer. Most of us would have no confidence in this 
person’s teaching ministry.

16	b)	explaining the significance of Christ’s incarnation, life, 
death, and resurrection to all humankind for the salvation 
of sinners and the maturing of believers.

  8	Your answer. A change of attitude and conduct is necessary 
to demonstrate that our teaching has been effective. This 
change in behavior is evidence that one has learned the 
material presented. We see that knowledge has been received 
and applied. The way is thus prepared for further growth and 
development.
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