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Status of Instruction Study: A snapshot of
in-service English teaching preparation and

innovation in Uzbekistan
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Two phased Status of Instruction
Study (SIS) aimed to research on:

. teachers’ knowledge, attitudes and
beliefs, skills and behaviors,

. available resources at the school
and for the targeted subjects,

- how these resources are used




Research questions

What resources do teachers use, and how much time do they
invest in lesson planning?

What resources are available at the school and in the classroom to
support instruction in the subject areas under study?

The SSI2 was designed to
answer the following
research questions:

What instructional techniques are commonly used by Uzbek teachers
for questioning, student engagement, student grouping, and student
formative assessment and performance feedback?

Do teachers engage in school-based community of practice activities?

What opportunities and support are currently available to teachers to
enhance their content knowledge and pedagogical skills?



Conceptual Framework

Planning and

Lesson planning
Subject knowledge and pedagogy
Teachers’ knowledge of students

Preparation  Setting and communicating instructional outcomes and activities
» Components of assessments
2 » Motivating students and nurturing an environment of respect and rapport
» Expectations for learning and achievement
Learning  Student access to computers, mobile devices and Internet

Environment

3

Learning

Teacher resources in schools

Lesson time spent on group work
Lesson time spent on student independent work
Lesson time spent on lecturing or whole class instruction
Typical lesson activities
Experience » Techniques to engage students in discussions
» Assessment practices

4 * Teachers’ reflective practices and participation in collaborative activities

Principled * Participation in a professional community
Teaching







EFL Teachers’ Subject Knowledge, Teaching Ability, and English
Knowledge

EFL teachers
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EFL Teachers’ Expectation-Setting and Use of Standards

At the start of the lesson | inform students about what they will leam 44 8 9 2

At the start of the lesson | inform students about what they will do
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| base my lessons on national educational standards 52 10

Percentage of teachers
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%  100%

mAlways ®Most of the time ®About half the time ®Sometimes Never




EFL Teachers’ Reflections about Student Learning

Teachers’ Opinions about Natural Skill vs. Psychological, social, cultural, and political factors
Learning Effort shape English learning of my students
5% 1%

9%

43%

m Strongly agree
= Agree
57% = Neither agree nor disagree
m Disagree
Strongly disagree

= All children can be good at learning English if they try
hard

m Some children are just naturally better than other children
at learning foreign languages




EFL Teachers’ Methods to Ensure Students’ Learning

| use both English and Uzbek/Russian in my classroom to facilitate
student understanding of concepts
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| differentiate and use academic language in my teaching

| differentiate and use the features of social language in the teaching
process
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| focus on teaching English through real-world assignments and problem-
solving, concentrating on fluency
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When teaching English, | focus heavily on speaking instead of grammar
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During classes, my students do written translations

Responses
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| organize work in-pairs and groups to encourage active usage of English
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| use audio-visual materials to make it easier for students to learn

| integrate math, native language, ICT and other subjects to my English
lessons

| give my students the opportunity to speak and interact in English without
ing - 1
translating into Uzbek or Russian
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EFL Teachers’ Use of Resources

‘

| use age-appropriate and linguistically accessible resources 30

| use English texts in the same topics as they are in other
subjects (history, geography, literature, etc.)

| encourage my students to develop different learning

resources and bring them to the English classroom = °

Responses

| use a variety of tools (dolls, food, household items, etc.) in

22 20
my lessons

| use images and pictures in my lessons 41 6

| use technological resources to enhance English learning 30 13
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Instructional Practices - EFL Assessment Practices during Class

In class, | talk to students about success criteria 17

| progress through the lesson as | need to finish what | have
planned
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| provide targeted and constructive feedback to my students 2

| change my instructional practices during a lesson based on

my monitoring of student progress “!

| provide feedback to my students on their participation

| monitor student progress and achievements during the lesson
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EFL Teachers’ Reflective Teaching Practices

| observe other teachers and reflect on how my teaching practice and
experience compares to theirs

In my school, thought-provoking (reflective) practices are encouraged

| try new ideas in practice

| consider new ways of teaching that can improve the quality of learning

Responses

| write notes on my lesson plan to keep track of what went well during
the lesson and what needs to change

| self-assess the effect of my teaching on student learning

| reflect on my teaching during official performance evaluation

After each lesson | reflect on those aspects of a lesson that went well
and which could be improved

m Strongly agree  mAgree
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Use of SIS Findings

Customization of Cambridge University
Press Guess What! and Prepare series
(Total 33 books)

Teacher Guide’s Addendum
Development of Digital platform to make
it easy to access student standards,
resources, audio and video files
Teacher Professional Development
Seminars (30 master, 500 regional
trainers)




Ministry Perspectives on How to Use SIS Findings

Development of teacher guides
with sample lesson plans and
explicit teaching strategies

Upgrading of teachers’ content
knowledge in selected subjects

Enhancing teachers’ skills in
incorporating meaningful
independent and group work

Development of online learning
courses on teaching strategies
and techniques

| | . Conducting similar studies to
Enhancing guidance on summative evaluate teaching and learning
and formative assessment practices at schools



