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The San Diego Natural History Museum is located in beautiful Balboa 
Park, just minutes from downtown, and offers a unique and memorable venue 
for any event. It is the ideal location for meetings, corporate receptions, galas, 
weddings, and other special events. Multi-level exhibition and event spaces allow 
you and your guests to explore galleries that bring the natural world to life while 
enjoying an unforgettable evening. Whether you are hosting a seated dinner for 
100 or a reception-style party for 1,800, we will transform the Museum to meet 
your vision.

The Nat is a nonprofit organization dedicated to interpreting the natural world 
through research, education, and exhibits. When you book your event at The Nat, 
you help support our mission of studying and preserving this amazing place we 
call home.
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Full Museum    |    1,800 reception 
Featuring five floors of exhibit and event spaces, The Nat can accommodate up to 1,800 
guests for a variety of reception style events. Guests can explore galleries that feature the  
natural history and unique biodiversity of our region. Abundant fossils, models, murals, and 
dioramas offer unique multi-sensory experiences. Guests will see the world—past and  
present—in a whole new way.

Lower Level 
Legler-Benbough Gallery    |    400 reception    •    340 seated
At 5,600 square feet, the lower level gallery is a versatile space that can be customized to  
almost any style. Featuring a house sound system, stage, podium, and mic, it is well equipped 
for meetings, lectures, and symposiums. It is an ideal venue for seated dinners and small  
trade shows. 

Main Level
Sefton Atrium    |    500 reception    •    300 seated
The Sefton Atrium is a stunning and versatile space with a 60-foot, four-story translucent  
ceiling and a granite floor. At 5,000 square feet, the Atrium can accommodate up to 300 
guests for a seated dinner and up to 500 for a reception. If the additional second-story  
mezzanine space is used, dinner seating can increase to 340 and reception to 700. Perfect  
for corporate dinners, galas, wedding receptions, dances, and more.

Level  2 
Main Exhibition Floor    |    600 reception 
Overlooking the Atrium and featuring three unique exhibitions, this space is the perfect  
location for cocktail parties, mixers and networking events, and other social gatherings.  
When visitors enter the historic south entrance of the Museum, they are greeted by the  
mesmerizing sight of the iconic Foucault Pendulum. 

Level  3 
Exhibition Gallery    |    100 reception 
This level features a variety of small exhibit vignettes that focus on the Museum’s research 
and collections and provides overflow for larger events.

Level 4 
Photography Gallery    |    130 reception   •   60 seated
The upper floor of the Museum is home to beautiful rotating photography exhibitions. With 
open spaces for buffet tables, bars, and lounge furniture, this area overlooks the spectacular 
Atrium and provides overflow for larger events. This level can also be used in conjunction  
with the Rooftop Terrace. 

El Mirador Rooftop Terrace    |    150 reception    •    100 seated    •    180 for a ceremony
With a spectacular view of Balboa Park, the downtown skyline, east to the mountains, and 
south into Mexico and the San Diego Bay, this rooftop deck is a stunning location—and the 
only one in the Park. The outdoor space is 2,600 square feet and offers an unbeatable  
setting for wedding ceremonies, cocktail mixers, and other social gatherings. 

Event Spaces

Photo credit: Bob Ross Photography
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Event Spaces

The Charmaine and Maurice Kaplan Theater    |    300 seated
The 3,800-square-foot, 300-seat theater provides a comfortable, versatile venue for lectures, 
symposiums, wedding ceremonies, concerts, and films. With a large-format screen and Dolby 
Digital sound, the theater has multimedia capabilities and state-of-the-art acoustics and 
technology.

J.W. Sefton Boardroom    |    50 reception    •    32 seated
This elegant 1,500-square-foot boardroom comes equipped with a large oval conference  
table that seats up to 24 and a side table with seating for an additional 10. It also features  
wireless Internet access, rear-screen projection, a podium, and state-of-the-art audiovisual 
components. In addition, the room features an outdoor deck that is 600 square feet. This 
space is perfect for a board meeting or a bride’s “ready” room.

Meeting Rooms    |    100 reception    •    80 seated
Conveniently located near the Atrium on the main level, our educational classrooms can be 
used for event meeting space or green rooms for evening functions. 

(continued from page 5)
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Fossil Mysteries
From dinosaurs to mastodons, your guests will travel through 75 million years and dig into the 
 rich fossil history of Southern California and Baja California. A highly interactive exhibition, Fossil 
Mysteries explores big themes in science: evolution, extinction, ecology, and Earth processes.

Coast to Cactus in Southern California
Guests can explore the region’s present day habitats and wildlife–from its coasts to its deserts. 
This highly interactive exhibition is ideal for every type of social gathering. 

Unshelved: Cool Stuff from Storage
Have you ever wondered what goes on behind the scenes? The building looks so big from 
the outside because it holds 9 million specimens—animals, plants, fossils, shells, insects and 
spiders, minerals, and gems—in storage areas underground and behind gallery walls. In  
Unshelved, guests are given a rare peek into the museum’s collection areas.

Hidden Gems
Get to know The Nat’s sparkly side. More than 100 of the best, brightest, and most spectacular 
selections from our gem and mineral collection are on display on every level of the Museum in 
this “deconstructed,” vertically aligned exhibition. 

Featured Exhibition Galleries

Photo credit: Studio 512
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From rooftop wedding ceremonies to elegant receptions, 
The Nat is the perfect venue for weddings. Exchange vows while 
overlooking Balboa Park and its unique rooftop views. Enjoy 
cocktails throughout the exceptional main exhibition floor and 
dance the night away as newlyweds in our Atrium or transformed 
rooftop. Our Special Events Services team will work with you to 
customize a special package that completes your vision.

Weddings

Photo credit:  Katherine Bell Photography
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Memorable Photos 
Select from the various picturesque backdrops that Balboa Park and our unique venue offer. 
Make every photo unforgettable!

Pet-Friendly Ceremonies
We allow pets to take part in your ceremony. Your fur baby is part of the family and does not 
need to be left out of the celebration!

Bridal Room with Private Balcony
We provide a unique private space for the bridal party to prep and celebrate before the I Dos!

 
Unique Gifts

The Alex and Elizabeth Wise Museum Store is an excellent source for customized gifts. We can 
 also arrange to have the store open for your guests to browse and shop during your event.

Themed Scavenger Hunts 
We create themed scavenger hunts through the entire Museum or selected event spaces for 
your guests to explore and enjoy.

What Makes The Nat Stand Out

Child Care Spaces
We provide fun and safe on-site locations for event child care services!

After Hours
The party doesn’t have to stop until the clock strikes 2 AM. While many other venues close up 
shop much earlier, we like to party!

Live Bands, Aerialists and Performers
Live bands, aerialists, and performers are absolutely acceptable at The Nat, and they’re  
a great addition to any party. Our 60-foot-high ceiling is the perfect space for your  
unique entertainment.

Research Demonstration Lab 
You and your guests can see some of the ways our scientists prepare, preserve, and study 
specimens collected here in San Diego. Theses specimens go into our collection or on display.

Docent-Led Tours
Docents are trained teaching guides who lead groups on museum tours, making your event 
filled with unique experiences. 

Escape Room  
Escape The Nat is a unique escape room experience located on the lower level of the Museum. 
Do you and your guests have what it takes to comb through clue-filled museum archives, 
solve puzzles, and save the world? Join us at Escape The Nat for . . . Botanic Panic!

Photo credit: Studio 512 + Culinary Concepts

Photo credit: Picture Bakery
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Policies and Procedures

Event Hours 
All rental spaces are available during and outside Museum business hours; set up is permitted 
during business hours with staff supervision. All events must end by 2AM, or additional fees 
apply. Other rules and restrictions related to setup and breakdown vary by event size.

Security 
The Nat requires event security for all facility rentals. The number of security guards will be 
based on the number of guests for each event. The security fee will be listed in the venue 
rental fees.

Maintenance 
Caterers and vendors are responsible for clean-up. In-house maintenance staff will be present 
to handle facility emergencies. Standard facility cleaning fee will be listed in the venue rental 
fees. If additional assistance is necessary, fees will apply for extra staffing.

Parking 
Balboa Park offers several free parking lots within walking distance, as well as designated 
drop-off zones for both passenger loading and shuttle services. Additional valet parking  
options are available and can be arranged upon request; however, additional fees apply.

Catering 
The Nat works exclusively with a list of 14 caterers. Guests are allowed to tour the facility  
with their hors d’oeuvres and beverage in hand. The Museum allows food and beverages in all  
locations with the exception of two exhibition galleries.

Bar Service 
The Nat is the exclusive provider of all bar services. All alcohol must be served by trained 
museum staff. The Nat offers several options, including full bar services and beer and wine 
only. Clients can choose to host the bar services, offer drink tickets, or have guests pay cash. 
Clients must contract for bar services if alcohol will be served at their event.

Equipment 
The Nat has a selection of rental items available upon request, including chairs, tables, and 
specialty items. Additional fees apply. Any outside equipment vendors, including furniture 
and AV, must provide a valid business license and liability insurance to the Museum.

Decorations 
Decor may not be attached to any wall, floor, or ceiling without permission. All decor must be 
pre-approved by the Special Events Department. No live flame candles are allowed–only LED. 
Additionally, no confetti or balloons are permitted within the Museum.

Set-Up/Clean-Up 
All setup and breakdown of events must occur on the same day unless prior arrangements 
have been approved by the Special Events Department. The Museum is not responsible for 
any materials, rentals, or decor left behind. Additional fees may apply for substantial mess or 
items left behind. 

Photo credit: Bob Ross Photography
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Insurance 
The client and all vendors need to provide a one-day certificate of insurance 
listing the Museum as a certificate holder and a separate endorsement  
naming the Museum as additionally insured.

Smoking 
Smoking is strictly prohibited on museum property and in Balboa Park.

Accessibility 
All spaces within the Museum are ADA accessible.

Rental Fees 
Please contact the Special Events Department for a customized quote for 
your event. Please email events@sdnhm.org or call 619.255.0182.

Staffing 
Museum special event staff will be on-site throughout your event to assist 
with logistics. The staff is not available to set up, tear down, move inventory, 
or assist contracted vendors during the event. Please work with your vendors to 
ensure ample staff is scheduled for your event. 

Policies and Procedures  
(continued from page 15)
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The Next Step

Please contact us at 619.255.0182 or events@sdnhm.org to schedule a personalized tour. 

Our experienced and professional events team will begin helping you find the right spaces 

and vendors to ensure the successful execution of your event. Helping you create a 

memorable event is our top priority! 

San Diego Natural History Museum
1788 El Prado  |  San Diego, CA 92101
Museum Event Sales: 619.255.0182
events@sdnhm.org  |  www.sdnat.org/plan-an-event

Photo credit:  Picture Bakery

Photo credit: Picture Bakery
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You’ve found the perfect venue; now it’s time to fill in the blanks. The Nat has partnered 
with experienced professionals to assist with all of your event needs. From simple traditions to 
the latest styles and trends, these event specialists will complement your taste and budget as 
your vision is turned into reality. 

Preferred Partners

Required Vendors

Bar Services
The Nat’s Beverage Services 
619.255.0316 
events@sdnhm.org

Catering 
Abbey Catering & Event Design 
858.777.0255
theabbeycatering.com 

Coast Catering 
877.577.1718 
coastcatering.com

Continental Catering 
619.698.3500 
continentalcateringsd.com  

Creative Catering & Events 
858.750.2365 
sdcreativecatering.com

Crown Point Catering 
619.223.1211 
crownpointcatering.com 

Culinary Concepts
888.530.1885 
cateringspecialist.com 

Feast on This 
858.597.0740 
feastonthis.com 

Preferred Vendors

 
 AV and Lighting 
Event Technology Services 
844.663.8368
etsprod.com

Event Production
To Be Designed
619-255-0656 
tbdsandiego.com

PEP Creative 
858.458.9908 
pacificevents.com

Entertainment
Black Tie Casino Events 
858.859.0711
blacktiecasinoevents.com  

Imagination Entertainment
619.640.6500 
imaginationent.com

Floral
  Green Fresh Florals + Plants

619.544.0504 
greenfreshflorals.com  

 
   
 
 
 
 
  Personal Touch Dining 

858.638.0672 
personaltouchdining.com

Root Cellar Catering Co 
858.876.8106 
rootcellarcatering.com 

Terra Catering 
619.993.1437 
terracatering.com 

The French Gourmet 
858.488.1725 
thefrenchgourmet.com 

The Wild Thyme Company 
858.527.0226 
thewildthymecompany.com 

TOAST Catering 
619.795.9135
toastcatering.com 

Urban Kitchen Group  
urbankitchengroup.com                            
 

  
Rental Equipment 
Bright Event Rentals
858.496.9700
bright.com 

  Raphael’s Party Rentals 
858.689.7368
raphaels.com 

  Patty’s Linen Rentals
619.336.0467
pattyslinenrentals.com

Photography
  Picture Bakery 

619.333. 0191 
picturebakery.com

  Eder Photo 
619.549.6171
ederphoto.com 

Parking Services
  Ace Parking 

619.234.9068
aceparking.com

Green Fresh Florals + Plants is San Diego’s 
premier floral design resource for wedding or 
event décor. From small intimate gatherings to 
large events, Green Fresh Florals + Plants can 
transform any space into a living work of floral  
art. We deliver happiness through service 
excellence and extraordinary designs. 

3785 4th Ave, Hillcrest San Diego
619.544.0504  
greenfreshflorals.com
events@greenfreshflorals.com

Create a fun atmosphere for your event with a 
photo booth or professional photographer!  

• Engaging professional photographers with  
   your portable photo booth
• Our Ultimate Selfie Camera  
   creates a fun, unique experience 
• Your event is instantly shared  
   with family and friends with 
   custom backdrops 
 
   619.333.0191 | www.picturebakery.com

Green Fresh Florals + Plants Picture Bakery

Photo credit: Studio 512 + Culinary Concepts
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Let us inspire your audience with 
aerial artistry and spectacular 
cirque acts, theatrical production 
shows, bands, other live music 
and much more!

 
 
 
 
619.640.6500 
www.imaginationent.com
agale@imaginationent.com 

San Diego’s largest and most 
exclusive event rental company 
for more than 30 years. Providing 
exquisite and exceptional event 
rentals and services for  
San Diego’s wedding, social,  
and corporate clients. 

858.689.7368 
www.raphaels.com

Bold, bright and modern  
imagery with a documentary 
style to capture real candid 
moments. Focus on creative 
storytelling to capture the 
personality of an event and the 
people in attendance.

619.549.6171 
www.ederphoto.com

eder@ederphoto.com

Helping You Celebrate All Occasions 
From basic linens to Sequin and Velvet, we are sure to make your event come to life.  
Having one of the largest linen inventories in San Diego, we have what you need.  
Call us today to receive a quote! 
 
619-336-0467 | www.pattyslinenrentals.com | patty@pattyslinenrentals.com

Chairs to China • Linens to Lighting • Tables to Tents

Los Angeles • Santa Barbara• Orange County • San Diego • Palm Springs • San Francisco• Sonoma • Saint Helena • Healdsburg • Phoenix

bright.com 
858.496.9700

QUALITY 
SERVICE 

EXPERIENCE 
INNOVATION

Patty’s Linens

Imagination Entertainment

Raphael’s Party Rentals 

Eder Photo

Bright Event Rentals
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Great Food • Great Service • Great Event! 

Specializing in Full - Service Catering 
and Event Management for Weddings,  
Proms, Galas, Fundraisers and Corporate Events!
  

858.638.0672
www.PersonalTouchDining.com

Contact:  
Rheana Coon
Director of Events
Office: 619.255.0656
Cell: 619.847.5419

 
 
 

www.tbdsandiego.com
rheana@tbdsandiego.com

Catering and wedding cakes: 
Their friendly and knowledgeable 
sales staff will assist you in 
maximizing your budget and 
designing a custom menu and 
wedding cake based upon your 
dreams and vision. 
 
 
 
858.488.1725 
www.thefrenchgourmet.com

Root Cellar Catering Co. is a  
family owned and operated 
catering company, offering the 
most fresh and seasonal food for 
any event. Our food is made from 
scratch and locally sourced, giving 
you the sense that every bite is 
straight from the root!

858.876.8106
events@rootcellarcatering.com 
www.rootcellarcatering.com

Culinary Concepts delivers 
unforgettable experiences 
rooted in sharing great food. 
As we guide you through 
the planning process; our 
creativity and experience  
will elevate your most 
important moments.

858.530.1885
www.cateringspecialist.com
info@cateringspecialist.com

Personal Touch Dining To Be Designed

The French Gourmet

Root Cellar Catering

Culinary Concepts
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CrownPoin tCatering.com • 619.223.1211
4927 Voltaire Street • San Diego, CA 92107

Food that Makes History   
Handcrafted cuisine.  
Extraordinary museum events.

Phone: 619.223.1211

Fax: 619.223.5967

sales@crownpointcatering.com

 

contact@urbankitchengroup.com  

urbankitchengroup.com/catering

ETS Productions Inc.
1443 Green Oak Rd.
Vista, CA 92081 

844.663.8368 
www.etsprod.com

What can we say? We (not so modestly) believe in our product. We 

put our blood, sweat and tears into each and every event (not the 

food, don’t worry). Your event is not just another party on the books; 

it is a unique story, a blank page waiting to be written, perhaps our 

best work yet. Shall we make it a charming comedy, a suspenseful 

thriller or perhaps a steamy romance? You decide. The pen is already 

in our hands, so make yourself at home and explore our website to 

see what deliciousness we’re all about.

8238 Parkway Drive,  

La Mesa CA 91942 

619.698.3500 | www.ContinentalCateringSD.com

We make great food & have awesome parties.

858.527.0226  
www.TheWildThymeCompany.com

The Wild Thyme Company

Crown Point Catering ETS Productions

Urban Kitchen Catering

Continental Catering
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At Terra Catering we know that food isn’t just for nourishment. It evokes a 
feeling, creates nostalgia and is at the heart of some of our greatest memories. 
It’s personal. And so are we. We pride ourselves on a personal relationship, 
fresh food, impeccable service, attention to detail and exceptional quality to 
contribute those big and small moments to be remembered.

Where passion for food creates personalized relationships!

7091 El Cajon Boulevard, 
 San Diego, CA 92115 
 
619.993.1437 | www.terracatering.com

Quality. Creativity. Professionalism.    
Coast Catering offers full-service event planning and 
custom catering for every occasion. Whether planning 
a small private party, major celebration or high-profile 

877.577.1718  
www.coastcatering.com

corporate event you can enjoy 
the ultimate experience with 
our perfect blend of event 
strategy, custom menus and 
culinary execution. 

Ace Parking’s reputation 
is built on two principles:
 
• Exceed financial objectives     
   set by our clients.
• Deliver the highest possible  
   level of service. 

619.234.9068 
www.aceparking.com

Personalized design and decor for your events

Decor • Floral 
Design • Production 
Entertainment • Lighting  
Linen • Furniture  
 
 
858.458.9908 
www.pacificevents.com

It’s only NATURAL that you build your HISTORY with Feast On This
Since 2000, Feast on This has been applauded as a top full-service 
culinary and events company and deaf-owned business in Southern 
California. Whether you are planning an extravagant celebration or a 
low-key gathering, Feast on This will be with you each step of the  
way to make sure your event is truly captivating, providing a  
personal touch to your special occasion.

858.597.0740 | www.feastonthis.com | info@feastonthis.com

Terra Catering 

Coast Catering Ace Parking Management, Inc.

PEP Creative

Feast on This
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CREAT I V E

Going above and beyond is part of the tradition at Creative Catering & Events. The 

company’s roots can be traced back to 1998 and we’ve continued to grow since then. 

Providing the finest cuisine prepared in our kitchen, using the freshest, most flavorful 

ingredients to make any meal a hit. We put our hearts into making every event 

nothing but a success. Creativity is what makes us who we are and there is no match 

to our quality for the price. Next time you have an event, remember  

Creative Catering and Events will make you shine.    
 

858.750.2365 | www.sdcreativecatering.com  | info@sdcreativecatering.com

We Create, You Celebrate! 

Elevate Your Catering 

We know your standards are high — so are ours. From crowd pleasing appetizers to fun 

late night snacks, we’ll help refine your menu and highlight fresh seasonal ingredients.   

619.795.9135 | info@toastcatering.com

Black Tie Casino Events is your casino concierge. We can 
provide you with everything you need for an unforgetable 
party, event or fundraiser. Serving all of San Diego County, 
we bring Vegas to you!

858.859.0711
info@blacktiecasinoevents.com
www.blacktiecasinoevents.com

From the inventors of the All-Inclusive Wedding Package 
Budget, Elegance or Catering Indulgence - we’ll create a 
package made just for you. We are a five-star caterer 
with top-notch vendors and expert event planners. Voted 

858.777.0255

Best Catering company 
in the San Diego area.

Creative Catering & Events Toast Catering

Black Tie Casino Events Abbey Catering & Event Design



 
San Diego Natural History Museum
1788 El Prado, Balboa Park
San Diego, CA 92101 
 
619.255.0182 
events@sdnat.org 
www.sdnat.org/plan-an-event
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