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Meet The 76-Year-Old Fisheries Scientist Who Refuses To
Accept ‘Destruction Of Biodiversity’

Dr. Daniel Pauly. Image courtesy of the Sea Around Us.

If you ask B.C.’s Daniel Pauly–who is possibly the most influential fisheries scientist in the world–

why parts of the sea should be off-limits to all human activities, he might answer with one funny-

sounding word: “BOFFFF.”

BC’s Daniel Pauly is a keynote speaker at the upcoming IMPAC5 conference.
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A “BOFFFF” is a Big, Old, Fat, Fecund, Female Fish, and scientists say protecting even a few

BOFFFFs is the key to survival for entire populations of fish, even in the worst of climate change,

overfishing, or disease outbreaks. 

But these crucially important big fish, which produce by far the most and best eggs compared to

younger fish, also happen to be the most commercially valuable, so every fishery technology is

designed to take them out first. 

That’s one reason why Pauly, a science superstar based at the University of British Columbia, calls

for more, and better, marine protected areas–ecologically important areas where industrial activity

is limited. 

Effective marine protected areas, also known as MPAs for short, allow BOFFFFs to thrive, and also

boost commercial fisheries because their offspring swim outside the protected zone and supply

fishing areas, Pauly said.

With other researchers and conservationists from around the world, Pauly will make the case for

better MPAs next month at the International Marine Protected Areas Congress in Vancouver, where

The Vermillion Rockfish is “one of BC’s 34 rockfish species who [is] slow to mature, very localized and therefore so
vulnerable to overfishing.- Jackie Hildering aka. The Marine Detective. Photo Source: Cape Perpetua Marine Reserve

on Facebook.
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he will speak at the opening and also as a keynote speaker.

Pauly is the creator and lead researcher of The Sea Around Us, a massive global database of world

fisheries. He has won almost all of the world’s biggest prizes in biology and the environment, and

was named France’s Chevalier de la Legion D’Honneur in 2017. He is a co-author of over 1000

scientific and other articles, books, and book chapters on fish, fisheries, and related topics. 

At age 76, Pauly could rest on his laurels and leave saving the world to others.

But like the BOFFFFs he aims to protect, Pauly aims to save as much of the world as he can–not

for just his own family, but “for everybody’s kids.” 

“Don’t miss your chance to engage with Dr. Daniel Pauly on the management of
MPAs. Register today: http://ow.ly/8BZ450LlhGl” Source: IMPAC 5 Canada on

Facebook. Photo credit: Paul Joseph, courtesy of the Sea Around Us – UBC.
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“The stuff that is happening to our world, this massive destruction of biodiversity, is something that

no one should not accept. So as long as you can, you should try to work against it. We cannot be

inactive,” he said.

Marine-protected areas were on his mind in an interview from his office at UBC. “Each MPA can

be seen as a nursery, or a factory almost,” he said. Animals inside the protected area will reproduce

enough that many of their offspring will migrate outside the zone.

“If you have an MPA that is well protected, then boats will line up at the border to catch the fish

that get out of MPAs. It’s called fishing the line,” he said, adding that it’s a good management

practice because it both provides fish that we can harvest and eat and also protects future

populations.

“MPAs can increase the numbers of fish living inside them, which grow to be bigger and lay more eggs. The larvae that
hatch can help seed fish populations in the wider ocean as they drift outside the MPA, leading to bigger catches in the

areas where fishing is still permitted.” Source: CPAWS-BC on Facebook.
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But, said Pauly, marine protected areas only work if they’re protected in fact, not just on paper.

This will be a major focus of his presentations at the IMPAC5 conference.

“Essentially, we need MPAs, they do a great job when they are protected as they should be. But

many are not, and are created only under pressure from the international community,” he said. 

The ocean needs us. Source: CPAWS-BC on Facebook.
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The congress is the fifth since 2005 and will be co-hosted by the International Union for the

Conservation of Nature, governments, and the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh

(Squamish), and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) First Nations.

O
r
a
c
le

O
r
a
c
le

Oracle Netsuite

Download the eBook

Open

a d k

a FACEBOOK d TWITTER k LINKEDIN

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_RZDpSTUY6TJCIym5LcP7L2QiAm7rp2lbtCd-Z-BELCQHxABIICJ8X1g_ej6gMwDoAGsqPHPA8gBAagDAaoEnQJP0JZOAQ7uyGgwcvR_Dad8hC9A5idpoDeYMpJcR5AIZFpAaMextiZ4q9H9CYOLUuetToawFpwv2oFs2FUd4wksfM9CiOV1yiZYqy-NvPw0ncpi6_-F4Q7qNIdTaEPx9Vja786SkFbmxa53VSND8gvHYZ6sqUAOuNfpMcQxWrx4fuwiBXXaZBl6EMhyl7QbdJijs8af-1YMqfaNnmQDeAx6SkKuigfdZAvaV-3Rqgnn33uKs7AE-xFglKbIn9OlctNAeB9aMA77N3pDp7x_8ktOvNV9d9yugrbO4KV0UBscnA9-70vRlbXQPyOZmENxODGj18nPlGqwdWTgShe82fqgijUKYjnEj3QZEwXCE_lQo29nrH9p-u68pspQ2DXABN-Th5HgA5AGAYAHvNeOMIgHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCBIIABACGBoyAQA6B5_AgICAgASxCdgOnssFWCtkgAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMN0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDUE5ymSmr1kBa8kSK0-49qcpM3gY1t6MXlEd73RzrrRKnThQHFaLm3qH9bBC7RnGpJAdbrAlvWMRWqbeSV7ioY5BgBIBM&sig=AOD64_3Bh20yVQ0XhKFvX0KGM3V9Z7fU2g&client=ca-pub-1940658556229968&rf=1&nb=1&adurl=https://6262239.extforms.netsuite.com/app/site/crm/externalleadpage.nl/compid.6262239/.f%3Fformid%3D2156%26h%3DAAFdikaIUVu9-7diYGnPF9MwZpAanoyWmlpmQ5h-x0LzkwigDig%26leadsource%3DOnline_GDA_Dis_NOAM_MOFU_SimAud_DT_BG_CFOLPB_0822%26redirect_count%3D1%26did_javascript_redirect%3DT%26cid%3DOnline_GDA_Dis_NOAM_MOFU_SimAud_DT_BG_CFOLPB_0822%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAic6eBhCoARIsANlox860080GnF_2VTS_fSSM-1cW1322nZw6J173glywiR0mhZSZHrUaHtsaAtgzEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_RZDpSTUY6TJCIym5LcP7L2QiAm7rp2lbtCd-Z-BELCQHxABIICJ8X1g_ej6gMwDoAGsqPHPA8gBAagDAaoEnQJP0JZOAQ7uyGgwcvR_Dad8hC9A5idpoDeYMpJcR5AIZFpAaMextiZ4q9H9CYOLUuetToawFpwv2oFs2FUd4wksfM9CiOV1yiZYqy-NvPw0ncpi6_-F4Q7qNIdTaEPx9Vja786SkFbmxa53VSND8gvHYZ6sqUAOuNfpMcQxWrx4fuwiBXXaZBl6EMhyl7QbdJijs8af-1YMqfaNnmQDeAx6SkKuigfdZAvaV-3Rqgnn33uKs7AE-xFglKbIn9OlctNAeB9aMA77N3pDp7x_8ktOvNV9d9yugrbO4KV0UBscnA9-70vRlbXQPyOZmENxODGj18nPlGqwdWTgShe82fqgijUKYjnEj3QZEwXCE_lQo29nrH9p-u68pspQ2DXABN-Th5HgA5AGAYAHvNeOMIgHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCBIIABACGBoyAQA6B5_AgICAgASxCdgOnssFWCtkgAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMN0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDUE5ymSmr1kBa8kSK0-49qcpM3gY1t6MXlEd73RzrrRKnThQHFaLm3qH9bBC7RnGpJAdbrAlvWMRWqbeSV7ioY5BgBIBM&sig=AOD64_3Bh20yVQ0XhKFvX0KGM3V9Z7fU2g&client=ca-pub-1940658556229968&rf=1&nb=0&adurl=https://6262239.extforms.netsuite.com/app/site/crm/externalleadpage.nl/compid.6262239/.f%3Fformid%3D2156%26h%3DAAFdikaIUVu9-7diYGnPF9MwZpAanoyWmlpmQ5h-x0LzkwigDig%26leadsource%3DOnline_GDA_Dis_NOAM_MOFU_SimAud_DT_BG_CFOLPB_0822%26redirect_count%3D1%26did_javascript_redirect%3DT%26cid%3DOnline_GDA_Dis_NOAM_MOFU_SimAud_DT_BG_CFOLPB_0822%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAic6eBhCoARIsANlox860080GnF_2VTS_fSSM-1cW1322nZw6J173glywiR0mhZSZHrUaHtsaAtgzEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_RZDpSTUY6TJCIym5LcP7L2QiAm7rp2lbtCd-Z-BELCQHxABIICJ8X1g_ej6gMwDoAGsqPHPA8gBAagDAaoEnQJP0JZOAQ7uyGgwcvR_Dad8hC9A5idpoDeYMpJcR5AIZFpAaMextiZ4q9H9CYOLUuetToawFpwv2oFs2FUd4wksfM9CiOV1yiZYqy-NvPw0ncpi6_-F4Q7qNIdTaEPx9Vja786SkFbmxa53VSND8gvHYZ6sqUAOuNfpMcQxWrx4fuwiBXXaZBl6EMhyl7QbdJijs8af-1YMqfaNnmQDeAx6SkKuigfdZAvaV-3Rqgnn33uKs7AE-xFglKbIn9OlctNAeB9aMA77N3pDp7x_8ktOvNV9d9yugrbO4KV0UBscnA9-70vRlbXQPyOZmENxODGj18nPlGqwdWTgShe82fqgijUKYjnEj3QZEwXCE_lQo29nrH9p-u68pspQ2DXABN-Th5HgA5AGAYAHvNeOMIgHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCBIIABACGBoyAQA6B5_AgICAgASxCdgOnssFWCtkgAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMN0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDUE5ymSmr1kBa8kSK0-49qcpM3gY1t6MXlEd73RzrrRKnThQHFaLm3qH9bBC7RnGpJAdbrAlvWMRWqbeSV7ioY5BgBIBM&sig=AOD64_3Bh20yVQ0XhKFvX0KGM3V9Z7fU2g&client=ca-pub-1940658556229968&rf=1&nb=8&adurl=https://6262239.extforms.netsuite.com/app/site/crm/externalleadpage.nl/compid.6262239/.f%3Fformid%3D2156%26h%3DAAFdikaIUVu9-7diYGnPF9MwZpAanoyWmlpmQ5h-x0LzkwigDig%26leadsource%3DOnline_GDA_Dis_NOAM_MOFU_SimAud_DT_BG_CFOLPB_0822%26redirect_count%3D1%26did_javascript_redirect%3DT%26cid%3DOnline_GDA_Dis_NOAM_MOFU_SimAud_DT_BG_CFOLPB_0822%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAic6eBhCoARIsANlox860080GnF_2VTS_fSSM-1cW1322nZw6J173glywiR0mhZSZHrUaHtsaAtgzEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_RZDpSTUY6TJCIym5LcP7L2QiAm7rp2lbtCd-Z-BELCQHxABIICJ8X1g_ej6gMwDoAGsqPHPA8gBAagDAaoEnQJP0JZOAQ7uyGgwcvR_Dad8hC9A5idpoDeYMpJcR5AIZFpAaMextiZ4q9H9CYOLUuetToawFpwv2oFs2FUd4wksfM9CiOV1yiZYqy-NvPw0ncpi6_-F4Q7qNIdTaEPx9Vja786SkFbmxa53VSND8gvHYZ6sqUAOuNfpMcQxWrx4fuwiBXXaZBl6EMhyl7QbdJijs8af-1YMqfaNnmQDeAx6SkKuigfdZAvaV-3Rqgnn33uKs7AE-xFglKbIn9OlctNAeB9aMA77N3pDp7x_8ktOvNV9d9yugrbO4KV0UBscnA9-70vRlbXQPyOZmENxODGj18nPlGqwdWTgShe82fqgijUKYjnEj3QZEwXCE_lQo29nrH9p-u68pspQ2DXABN-Th5HgA5AGAYAHvNeOMIgHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCBIIABACGBoyAQA6B5_AgICAgASxCdgOnssFWCtkgAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMN0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDUE5ymSmr1kBa8kSK0-49qcpM3gY1t6MXlEd73RzrrRKnThQHFaLm3qH9bBC7RnGpJAdbrAlvWMRWqbeSV7ioY5BgBIBM&sig=AOD64_3Bh20yVQ0XhKFvX0KGM3V9Z7fU2g&client=ca-pub-1940658556229968&rf=1&nb=8&adurl=https://6262239.extforms.netsuite.com/app/site/crm/externalleadpage.nl/compid.6262239/.f%3Fformid%3D2156%26h%3DAAFdikaIUVu9-7diYGnPF9MwZpAanoyWmlpmQ5h-x0LzkwigDig%26leadsource%3DOnline_GDA_Dis_NOAM_MOFU_SimAud_DT_BG_CFOLPB_0822%26redirect_count%3D1%26did_javascript_redirect%3DT%26cid%3DOnline_GDA_Dis_NOAM_MOFU_SimAud_DT_BG_CFOLPB_0822%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAic6eBhCoARIsANlox860080GnF_2VTS_fSSM-1cW1322nZw6J173glywiR0mhZSZHrUaHtsaAtgzEALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_RZDpSTUY6TJCIym5LcP7L2QiAm7rp2lbtCd-Z-BELCQHxABIICJ8X1g_ej6gMwDoAGsqPHPA8gBAagDAaoEnQJP0JZOAQ7uyGgwcvR_Dad8hC9A5idpoDeYMpJcR5AIZFpAaMextiZ4q9H9CYOLUuetToawFpwv2oFs2FUd4wksfM9CiOV1yiZYqy-NvPw0ncpi6_-F4Q7qNIdTaEPx9Vja786SkFbmxa53VSND8gvHYZ6sqUAOuNfpMcQxWrx4fuwiBXXaZBl6EMhyl7QbdJijs8af-1YMqfaNnmQDeAx6SkKuigfdZAvaV-3Rqgnn33uKs7AE-xFglKbIn9OlctNAeB9aMA77N3pDp7x_8ktOvNV9d9yugrbO4KV0UBscnA9-70vRlbXQPyOZmENxODGj18nPlGqwdWTgShe82fqgijUKYjnEj3QZEwXCE_lQo29nrH9p-u68pspQ2DXABN-Th5HgA5AGAYAHvNeOMIgHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCBIIABACGBoyAQA6B5_AgICAgASxCdgOnssFWCtkgAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMN0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDUE5ymSmr1kBa8kSK0-49qcpM3gY1t6MXlEd73RzrrRKnThQHFaLm3qH9bBC7RnGpJAdbrAlvWMRWqbeSV7ioY5BgBIBM&sig=AOD64_3Bh20yVQ0XhKFvX0KGM3V9Z7fU2g&client=ca-pub-1940658556229968&rf=1&nb=8&adurl=https://6262239.extforms.netsuite.com/app/site/crm/externalleadpage.nl/compid.6262239/.f%3Fformid%3D2156%26h%3DAAFdikaIUVu9-7diYGnPF9MwZpAanoyWmlpmQ5h-x0LzkwigDig%26leadsource%3DOnline_GDA_Dis_NOAM_MOFU_SimAud_DT_BG_CFOLPB_0822%26redirect_count%3D1%26did_javascript_redirect%3DT%26cid%3DOnline_GDA_Dis_NOAM_MOFU_SimAud_DT_BG_CFOLPB_0822%26gclid%3DCj0KCQiAic6eBhCoARIsANlox860080GnF_2VTS_fSSM-1cW1322nZw6J173glywiR0mhZSZHrUaHtsaAtgzEALw_wcB
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwestcoastnow.ca%2F2023%2F01%2F26%2Fmeet-bc-fisheries-scientist-dr-daniel-pauly%2F&t=Meet+The+76-Year-Old+Fisheries+Scientist+Who+Refuses+To+Accept+%E2%80%98Destruction+Of+Biodiversity%E2%80%99
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&ro=true&trk=EasySocialShareButtons&title=Meet+The+76-Year-Old+Fisheries+Scientist+Who+Refuses+To+Accept+%E2%80%98Destruction+Of+Biodiversity%E2%80%99&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestcoastnow.ca%2F2023%2F01%2F26%2Fmeet-bc-fisheries-scientist-dr-daniel-pauly%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwestcoastnow.ca%2F2023%2F01%2F26%2Fmeet-bc-fisheries-scientist-dr-daniel-pauly%2F&t=Meet+The+76-Year-Old+Fisheries+Scientist+Who+Refuses+To+Accept+%E2%80%98Destruction+Of+Biodiversity%E2%80%99
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&ro=true&trk=EasySocialShareButtons&title=Meet+The+76-Year-Old+Fisheries+Scientist+Who+Refuses+To+Accept+%E2%80%98Destruction+Of+Biodiversity%E2%80%99&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwestcoastnow.ca%2F2023%2F01%2F26%2Fmeet-bc-fisheries-scientist-dr-daniel-pauly%2F


27/01/2023, 11:47 Meet The 76-Year-Old Fisheries Scientist Who Refuses To Accept ‘Destruction Of Biodiversity’ - West Coast NOW

https://westcoastnow.ca/2023/01/26/meet-bc-fisheries-scientist-dr-daniel-pauly/?fbclid=IwAR0kilXOiOSDsb4Ny_7I-iYaGBfX0MgicoUghNjO_QcbNlucO… 7/7

JOIN US TO CONTINUE REPORTING ON WHAT'S GOING ON IN OUR COAST.

Chip in as little as $2 to help us keep our coverage going.
Thank You!

BECOME A PATRON

   

https://www.patreon.com/westcoastnow_ca
https://www.patreon.com/westcoastnow_ca
https://www.facebook.com/WestCoastNow.ca
https://twitter.com/WestCoastNow_ca
https://www.instagram.com/westcoastnow.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS_BaGx7_Td-EzEMl5tMHPg

