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Federal Grants Obligations by Fiscal Year
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*Obligation: “When awarding funding, the U.S. government enters a binding agreement called an obligation. The government promises to spend the money, either immediately or in the future. An agency incurs an obligation, for example, when it places an order, 

signs a contract, awards a grant, purchases a service, or takes other actions that require it to make a payment” (USASpending.gov)

Source: USASpending.gov (FY08-23)

Total Grant Obligations Linear (Total Grant Obligations)
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GRANTS FUNDING

Grants obligations are 

rising with an average 

annual increase of 

8%.

Growth in grants obligations* has been fueled by the COVID-19 pandemic and recent legislation.
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2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Fiscal Year

Grants IT Spending

Government-wide Grants IT Investment Spending

$1.4 Billion

$1.0 Billion

$600 Million

Source: ITDashboard.gov

Grants-related IT investment spending continues to increase year-over-year, with more than $1.5B in 

planned modernizations for FY24.

GRANTS SYSTEMS & 

SOLUTIONS

System consolidation 

and modernizations are 

vital to long-term cost 

reduction and efficiency 

in the federal grants 

ecosystem.
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Council on Federal Financial Assistance (COFFA) Memo
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Stakeholders

• The COFFA is an interagency 

collaboration between the 24 Federal 

CFO Act agencies’ senior financial 

assistance officers (SFAOs) and a 

Small Agency Council rep.

• The SFAO of HHS will serve as the 

council’s first co-chair for a two-year 

term and successor co-chairs will be 

selected by the council members.

• Stakeholders will work with OMB to 

plan coordination between the 

Grants QSMO Data Standards lead, 

FACE, and other government-wide 

working groups and initiatives.

Goals

• Reduce the administrative 

burden for both federal agencies 

and program applicants.

• Create a partnership among 

federal grant-making agencies as 

a single forum to inform federal 

financial assistance policy, 

oversight, and technology activities.

• Provide strategic direction for 

other government-wide grant-

related activities, including the 

Grants QSMO.

OMB Memo M-23-19 

• On August 9th, 2023, OMB Memo 

M-23-19 established the Council 

on Federal Financial Assistance 

(COFFA) to ensure agencies have 

the tools needed to deliver financial 

assistance programs.

• The inaugural meeting was held on 

October 26, 2023.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/M-23-19-Establishment-of-the-Council-on-Federal-Financial-Assistance.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/M-23-19-Establishment-of-the-Council-on-Federal-Financial-Assistance.pdf
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• OMB’s proposed updates to the Uniform 

Grants Guidance are currently available 

for public inspection at the Federal 

Register here

• A redline version of the UG updates, which 

reflects the proposed policy and textual 

changes, can be found here on CFO.gov

• OMB invited interested persons and 

organizations to submit comments in 

December to http://www.regulations.gov/

OMB's Proposed Changes to the Uniform Grants 
Guidance

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F09%2FDraft-FRN-Grants-Guidance-20230921.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cjballew%40guidehouse.com%7C6b1022d9d22540bc2f2708dbc11242ec%7C4ee48f43e15d4f4aad55d0990aac660e%7C0%7C0%7C638316056534512515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MaXLifH8xV6%2Byp1gtbMGhUSO1Hp9pCd%2FY%2B4UxZcDl5U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F09%2FDraft-FRN-Grants-Guidance-20230921.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cjballew%40guidehouse.com%7C6b1022d9d22540bc2f2708dbc11242ec%7C4ee48f43e15d4f4aad55d0990aac660e%7C0%7C0%7C638316056534512515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MaXLifH8xV6%2Byp1gtbMGhUSO1Hp9pCd%2FY%2B4UxZcDl5U%3D&reserved=0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/10/05/2023-21078/guidance-for-grants-and-agreements
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/10/05/2023-21078/guidance-for-grants-and-agreements
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfo.gov%2Fresources%2Funiform-guidance%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjballew%40guidehouse.com%7C6b1022d9d22540bc2f2708dbc11242ec%7C4ee48f43e15d4f4aad55d0990aac660e%7C0%7C0%7C638316056534512515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YoK1C3cz6WhP5vgReo2UZBRZm%2F7VtgkN7nCUD8oSEak%3D&reserved=0
http://www.regulations.gov/
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Impacts of Grants QSMO Efforts:Before the Grants QSMO:

Grants QSMO

Saved agencies “thousands” of hours in 

market research and acquisition process

Well-coordinated, supported, and strategically-

aligned Grants IT investments avoid 

duplicative investments and inform Agency 

Systems Inventory.  

Regular Agency IT Demand Analysis informs 

Marketplace priorities and Agency Systems 

Inventory.

Increased adoption of Federal shared services 

from 18% of agencies to 47% of agencies *

Little to no access to grants system 

market analysis

No government-wide investment review 

process

Minimal grants eco-system stakeholder 

feedback to inform need and solutions 

No repository of shared service providers 

or agency systems inventory

Published Acquisition 

Gateway with 

Commercial Market 

Research

Established Marketplace of 

validated Federal shared 

solutions/services

Built and deployed 

Investment Review Process

Recent Evolution of Grants IT

December 14, 2023*Based on count of agencies with shared service adoption of Award Management solutions including eRA, GrantSolutions, eGMS or vendors on 

the QSMO Catalog of Market Research.
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Grants QSMO Marketplace
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(as noted in the Grants QSMO RFI)

Grants QSMO Marketplace

Overall Marketplace Objective: Help federal awarding agencies find the best solutions to address their evolving needs

Advise customer agencies on 

marketplace offerings
Create & manage a 

marketplace of modern grants 

management solutions

Bring transparency on 

solution performance, price 

methodology, and 

customer satisfaction

Designate high-quality 

shared solutions with 

modern functionality

Grants QSMO Marketplace is live here: https://ussm.gsa.gov/marketplace/grm/

https://ussm.gsa.gov/marketplace/grm/
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Grants QSMO – Buying Insights
Buying Insights supports the Grants QSMO strategic goal of promoting 

Marketplace transparency.
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How Agencies Approach Grants IT Acquisitions

Balance 

QSMO Due 

Diligence with 

Vendor Burden

Meets Grants 

Standards

Quick Path to 

Acquire

Leverage “Best in 

Class” Contracts

Grants QSMO’s 

Objectives 

for Each 

Acquisition 

Approach:

Does Not Force 

“One Size Fits 

All” Approach
Consider Marketplace Offerings

Consider Commercial 

Market Research

Conduct Investment Planning

1

2

3
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Acquisition 
Gateway 
is the 
workbench for 
the federal 
acquisition 
professional. 

Leverage Grants QSMO 

resources to streamline 

your modernization 

efforts. 

Save Hundreds 

of Hours

✓ Vendor POCs

✓ Evaluation criteria

✓ Past performance 

templates 

✓ Sample Statement 

of Work/RFPs

Do Not Start 

From Scratch

Your partnership is 

vital to continuously 

improving the broader 

grants management 

ecosystem. 

Lasting 

Partnership

Visit Acquisition Gateway at 

https://acquisitiongateway.gsa.gov/shared-services/resources/4216 

Acquisition Gateway

11December 14, 2023
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FY24 Tribal CX Pilot for Post-Award Reporting
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How to get involved

Connect with the Grants QSMO

❖ Keep up with Grants QSMO news by subscribing to the grants community 

listserv. Send an email with the subject “subscribe” to grantscommunity-

subscribe-request@listserv.gsa.gov to join.

❖ Email us at GrantsQSMO@hhs.gov with any questions or feedback!

Innovate with the Grants QSMO

❖ Visit our Grants QSMO Github site for information and innovations across the 

government: https://github.com/grants-qsmo. 

mailto:grantscommunity-subscribe-request@listserv.gsa.gov
mailto:grantscommunity-subscribe-request@listserv.gsa.gov
mailto:GrantsQSMO@hhs.gov
https://github.com/grants-qsmo
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