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My dear Mrs. Cloud: 

Fields of Service 

BaU1 
Evans 
Puiaizy 
Lincolnton 

,,. ' , ' ,. The ' oma.n' s Auxiliary of the 
r&ili Presbyterian Church has held regular meetings and some si-,ecial meetings 
~ing the year. 

One of the features of meetings stressed was the Biole 
Study. This was on the book of Philippians and ·was led by the pastor. ./ 
Encouraging interest "as evident and at its consculsion an exmaination ,as 
held. The questions had been submitted for study a m~h previous. wach 
member was allowed to mark her own pa.per as the lead gave the correct answers. 
The president, b~s. Hawk, had offered a prize to the highest score and 
to~membe1s ti<ied. To each w~s given a subscription to the Fresbyterian 
Survey. The answers showed worhty study of the book. 

'' ~i ty Shadows'1was studied and alsd1 Star in the Ea.st.'' 

The Week of Prayer for Home } issions and aj.~p/f/>f /forei6 

the Week of Prayer and Selfdenial for Foreign Missions were both observed 
by cottage prayer meetings. An offering for Foreign Missions was received. 
Yo~people as ~ell as adults attended these meetings, and tool{active part. 

Our Auxiliary has adopted a Missionary Family. that of Rev. 
E.H.Hamilton, of Souchufou, China. At Thanksgiving, we sent them a oig box 
of home grown products and home canned fruits. At Christmas we sent them 
a five dollar check. During their stay in America, Mr. Hamilton Vias invited 
to visit our church. A service was held Decem.b~r .µ 11938 and his address 
.. was most ehlpful. The adoption of this missionary family bas done more to 
create an interest in Foreign Missions that any thing else. 

s 
Our society has t wo girls in college at G.V .c. Millidgeville. 

Every month some of our ladies send them home made cakes, candies, or some 
token of love. These girls had charge of the December Inspirational meeting 
and told of their life t~~//ititp#/~~p¢fi;~t, at school1 stressing the 
religious activities. 

Our first delegate to Montreat w s sent last summer. Mr-s. J.Foss~ 
Fulcher was the fortunate person1and she imbibed the spirit of the conference 
to the full. She came back throughly saturated with good ideas and has talked 
Montreat ever since. This was a great factor in choosing her for President 
during the coming year. The ladies had showered her with apparel for her 
trip. So great was her zeal in attendance and so enthusiastic was she upon 
her return, that she was aksed to give a report at the Gro~Conference 
at the First Church of Augusta. Only a;t;t lack of funds prevents the 
Auxiliary from sending another delegate this year. 

These activities have helped us to increase our benevolence 
gifts and the gifts to the .Ministers' Annuity Fund. Thornwell has received 
its share thru the Sunday School in which the ladies are workers. The gifts 
to the Annuity Fund have been made through the Church. We have paid our 
Contingnt Fee and helped with the V'ihite Cross. Our Christian Social serivce 
philanthropy amounted to $84.75. 

Of our 50 members, 18 may be called Active Members. 



Bath Presbyterian Church 
Blythe, Georgia 
1939 

(Note which came on back of picture) 

Richmond Bath Presbyterian Church - showing improved front and 
additional S.S. rooms. This is not a very good picture but 
gives some idea. Unable to pay for new lumber - labor material 
was secured from an old building and the work was done by the men 
of the church. Rev. I. T. Hawk is pastor, planned and help build 
these additions. 
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March 18,1940 

To the Presbyteriaih ,Augusta Presbytery. 

bl-\ I H 
Fields of Service 

Bath 
Evans 
Phinizy 
Lincolnton 

Your Historian of the Bath Woman's Auxiliary begs leave to present the follwwing 

.Annual Report: 

Despite the epidemic of flu and the handicap of the severest 

winter that we have known in this country, the Auxiliary has attempted to carry 
on the year I s program as far as possible. 

They bad a Birthday rarty; observed the Week of Prayer and Selfdenial: 
Had a Talent Gathering that netted $10 of which$ 1.00 went to the Contingent Fund, 
$2.00 to Presbyterian Home Missions; $2.00 to the Ministers' Annuity Fwrl; 
and $5.00 to our missionary in China, Rev. E.H.Hamilton. 

An All-Day Study of Home Missions was held with "Chapels as our text 
book. Another All-Day Study of the Gospel of John was held as a review of 
the book that had been partly covered during the year. 

Our ladies take an active part in the various organizations of the 
Churc~ the Sunday School, the Christian Endeavor, and the Vacation Bible School. 
They were faithful workers in the swrmer Revival. 

The Social Service C ommi.ttee has done much to help the needy in the 
community. They ba.ve isited the poor and the sick and the strangers and in­
vited them to our church activities. 

The society sent produce to Thorwell valued by the institution at $15.00. 
They also contributed personally to the president, Mr • J.Foss Fulcher 

at the time of her loss by fire. Her house with almost entire contents was burned 
wih no insurance upon the f'urni tu.re. /,t_J/1, 

Clothing, bedding, china and silverware, dflifJ.g//pp-/J,/f,~"'/it//#ft/l/1/./:/~, 
used furniture enough to get startsd in housekeeping~ 

The ladies are now working on a fund to paint and repa.i r the church 
and Sunday School building. 

A resident of the community asserts that the opening of the Bath Church 
has done much to improve the moral character of the neighborhood. 

Officers have been elected for the ensuing year and larger work is 
contemplated. 

At Christmas our church took a love offering for Ministerial Relief. 
Respectfully submitted~ ~/ 

. R~wk, Hstorian, 



RESIDENCE , 

ROUTE 2 

GROVETOWN, GA . 

REV. I. T. HAWK 
CHURCH OFFICE 

648 BROAD ST. 

SPARTA GROUP OF CHURCHES 

BATH 

EVANS 

AUGUSTA. GA . SPARTA 

~~ s. Ha'!,'!res Clou , 
Histo i"' ,,..o,. a __ ' s Auxilia , 

Tr.3~Wo.J2.zi 1s Auxiliar rs co--tinu8 eeting regularly, Tith 
b11t one 0... two exceptions 1ue to Wvrth_ o. sickenss. 1"...'"' Annie 'Ptllch1::­
and the rerr.aining office- s ha'\lt3 been - eelected +'o th1 ensuing yeru:. 

Bible stu y of 1st ann 2d Pete h s been conduct~d by the 1;.astor • 
. e.. 

Th~ Ch~i ti?.n End 0 avc Soci~ty hes met regulA....y on Sunday eve:i.ngs, 
S!JvDStb. ed by the Session en the Au.·•dliary. 01'° 1.n :i ~-ow1c~ ~ .1.1;; - '"'mb':l ... p "'Ild 

t,r.lce 1 art in the J:ograms. Th"' society gave $li5.00 to Pr esbyte.ry ' s Home 
rissions and agrees to give one dalla..r per montt in th futu. c. 

The fo~ • societ- sus+ri.P 1 B great los~ in the death of 
Eld r Robert rF. Taylor. He too Dn'j active interes ... in the yo~ ..,-o le's 
-o 1::. He ;:,lso tnught a class of :rounL ... '"'01 le in th, Sunda: Schoc,1. His 
sud~en ~~ath ~es a grq t shoe~ to ~s all. 

Th.e Sund ~· School los... a good ~c1 ch Jr .Lil tp.e e- sor. of l~ • ,_ ne rt 
1ring ·ho ,-,:is forced to ti ve on account of Cc.Iu.J (;.o· ·don taking his home. 
ThP co· ing of the cam greatly disturbed the fui~ s of ow: eo~le. t f" st 
it "'l'B s lanned to include the Ba th Chm·ch in the C m.._ area but thr ou h th_ 
eff v ts of 1' • Thu1 ,, s -Perrin mid ''=' 'T'pylo-, th_ chu ch and a numoe1 of 
homes were set ou+side th"' bound ries. This s ves om: church for· future 
service. 

The sunr1._,_J School is forturrt"" in th co ine; of 'r. "T.B_uce 1y cCollum 
as a t'"-'a "h~r in the Bl: th<> School. ere om child_ en f _ oi.. B" th a tt _n' r,.r. 
'T. ~1-crollum is , ac • 1b n clas c,:;' +,h3 old r b ., s in 01.1.i. Sun .... ay Schoc.:l. 

He is to be our Assis ar,t Su erintsndent egir in~ .A il 1. 
ur revial services =0 r"' cov-luct~d t is J _a.. ith 1) • Pobe li?t 1l:xcell 

y as evangelist an lead r vf song. 'T'h'-' ~o.l:-'l ·er" ge"'tl~ l-::sc- 1 r.nd gj__..,.. 

Pdrtior.c we_,.,, made to t11r .... :m.be· shi.t'. S.i..L.ce 1J • r r f s.,_ ned fr om the 
FL st Church of August<>, Bath ch1L.. ch enter tainec. hi . aw~ :.. s. Fry at su -r. 
Afte: th2 su er tr Docto_ g"ve 01L. congregation a fa1e-ell se:rmon. 

our chm ch bull in h"'C' been :i.u,1..,_ oved within th~ -e" in t o - es _cts. 
A 01ch s been ad.de to th0 f.1. nt and a ne= flue added to the fomr r one 
so ma.kin it ~ossible to heat th~ auditorium ,ith t=o h rters. Th ~o er £-¾oo 
fl r au 
architect 

AlL"<iliar y. 

o-f brick < ver. '1tt cti -e. :. • Tho ~"' Pen in wc.s th" 
o ch one gave us valua,1e en ran~e. 

lso elec ic li_bts hich wee tiall aid fo_ by the 

nl.L... Vsic:::1tivn Bible School '."'as directed b s. ith Shi of the 
Geo. iF Sun.:,a:' Sc o 1 Pssociation. ;'1hile the com.inc.;. of the camp agit-ted o ur 

r.d.nds at thP ti e, -neve.1.·thPless, re ha a good ttend.ance. !!l:9.00 were cont_ib~ 
- , to +,h Ass...,8iation fo-:: th- servi"es vf t 11P n~ Acto:r. 

ou- churc t Pndisrd a Joy Gi""t "t C - i tmas o~ 11} !1t.5-;ffi. ,'" : 0 0 
11 e a.lso ;;,,,.e Rall: ey offer:L. b of 6 _7_ J-:- 0 0 

111T9 1:rve "' BL th Day off~1 ing in +he Sund.e;i: School v;-heneva:r a .1-U il 
has a bir th~'3.Y. This is sent to Thorn'.lell. A c =?(

1 to the Thanksghinb of "erin 
ame,unted t.; 41'.2"' .1...0 ·"o... th oI .. hP.ns. 

nu. church also gavel_. Fry a love off~r:i.11[ 1~ 16.68 
....... ch "!!': ch oul,;i invoh.e the .t "'-~ e ... s o"" oth_J. C,, .... istians iL om behal..::'. 

Sincerely, a,,~1 [,,, 
ist iari 1 w.~. Bath Chu:ch. 



t~s. Hawes Goud; 
Crawfordville, Ga. 

HI8'E6Rj OF BATH fin ¼N'S AlT.!ILIARY 
For the Year ending M9.rch 31,1943 

The Bath Auxiliary has functioned normally in spite of 
war a braod and ratioring at home. It was necessary, however, to limit 
tQ li~ our VTork on account of the tire and gas rationing. 'eetings • ·er shif+.ed 
from r onday to Sunday follov in.; the Sunday School session. 

The Bible study of Luke's Gos~Je was carried on by the members. 
This means more development of the individ:..a.ls. Form~rly the Bible lesson was 
taught by the minister. 

Cards have been sent to the men in service from our fellowshi and 
the church and homes have been op8ned to visiting soldiers. 

A Patriotic Service was held the eveniilf of Feb. 21. The State 
Guards of Blythe ere invite°:, also the American Le0 ion. Special music ,"a 
furnished by a member of the guards, as ecial sermon was preached by the 
astor, a service flag with seven stars was dedicated with a candlelight 

program and an offe: ing of ~no .05 was received t ward a Defense Bond for the 
Church. 

The outstanding work of the year has been the increase in fi.,..nancial 
offerings. The Church is striving for self-sup~ort of ~ one fourth time 
preacher. It looks as though the goal were near. 

In the i'roman I s Auxiliary the finances have increased more than 
within any previous year of ~tts. Annie Fulcher I s presidency. 

The Joy Gift was 
Foreign Missions 
Home Missions 

lB.00 
5.70 

10.00 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~[ 
Rev. I. '11 .Ha k, 1Iistorian. 



An Outline of the History of the Woman's Au~iliary 
1943-44, of the BATH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

The work at Ba th has moved on under the leader sh:! p of Mrs. J .Foss Fulct.lo!', 
(Mrs. Annie Fulcher) as president. 

The Bible study of the assigned scripture of the Acts, was conducted, 
at the request of the Auxiliary, by the pastor Rev. I.T.Hawko At its 
close a review was taken which showed good interest in the study. 
The society 'requested the pastor to pursue a similar method in the 
leadership of next year's study of LL Corinthianso 

The Missionary interest was manifested in an invitation to the Rev. 
E.H .Hamilton, our adopted missionary on leave from China, to hold a 
~eek of evangelistic services in the Bath Church. A fine spirit per­
vailed and the fellowshir with our missionary was greatly enjoyed. 
A generous love offering was tendered Mr. Hamilton. 

This Missionary interest was further manifested in a liberal contri­
bution to the Home Mission Emergency Fund. 

Further benevolent interest was manifested in a Joy Gift of $15.00, the 
largest ever made by the church. 

The members of the Auxiliary are sharers in the very liberal gifts to 
Thornwell and in the purchase of Defense Bonds. Bath has now five Bonds 
and is raising money for an additional $50.00 Bond. 

The Home Mission Committee of the Presbytery, donated $100.00 to the 
Church that is to be doubled and used in repairjng the Church, 

The Church is also working toward self support having doubled the 
amount paid toward the pastor's salary last year and continuing to 
advance. 

The War has been a handicap to our transportation system and has taken 
our young men, but the work goes on and we look forward to a happier day 
after the duration. 

Respectfully submitted 

J.CZ-~ cuAJ Ir 
Rev. I.T. Hawk, Historian 



The work at 
(Mrs. Annie 

AN OUTLI1iE OF THE HISTORY OF THE WOMAN'S AUXILIARY 
1943-44, of the BATH PR,~SBYTERIAN CHURCH 

yL, 
Bath has move.on under the leadership of Mrs. J.Foss Fulcher, 
Fulcher) as president. 

The Bible study of the assgined scri#pture of the Acts, was con­
ducted, at the request of the Auxiliary, by the pastor Rev. I.T.Hawk. 
At its close a review ~s taken which showed good interest in the study. 
The socifety requested the pastor to pursue a similar method in the 
leadership of next year's study of II. Corinthians. 

The Ilfd.ssionary interest was manifested in an invitation to 
the Rev. E.H.Hamilton, our adopted missionary on leave form China, to 
hold a week of evangelistic services in~ Bath. A fine sprit prevailed 
and the fellowship with our missionary was greatly enjoyed. A geit:ous 
love offering was tendered Mr. Hamilton. " 

This Missionary interest was furhter manifested in a liberal 
contribution to the Home Mission Emergency Fund. 

Furbher benevolent interest was manifested in a Joy Gift of 
$15.00, the largest ever ma.de by the church. 

The members of the Auxiliary are sharers in the very liberal 
gifts to Thornv-ell and in the purchase of Defense Bonds. ~ Bath has now 
five Bonds and is raising money for an ad~ional i50.00 bond. 

The Home Mission Conmiittee of Presbytery, donated (.100.00 
to the Church that is to be ftp~ doubled and used in repairing the Church. 

The Church is aJ.so working toward self~ support having doubled 
the amount paid toward the pastor's salary last year and continuing to 
advance. 

The War has been a handicap to ou":t transportaion S},Stem and 
has taken our young men, but the work goes or.r and we look for a.rd to 
a happier day after the duration. 

Resptfully submitted, 

tiCf11~( 
Rev. I.T.Hawk, Historian. 
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BL HE, GE GIA 
MARCH 21,l'.345 

lTs. Hawes Cloud, 
Historian Woman's A ,Uiary, 
Crawf rdville, Georgia. 

?.zy' dear Mrs. Gl,ud: 
The th :uxil1ary would repo:·t continued activit,.-

during the eurr9nt year despite th~ han ica sofa ,ar torn ,orld. 

Th Bath Ohurch hu e n ,:>tabl contrihutie> s to certain b~nevolences, 

esp ·,cially to Thornwell, sending 1n no 1 se than ·52 .oo as th cw.mina.tion of 

Birth Day t ifta in the Sunday School and th Tbanksgi'Ving offering, 
The Joy Gift was alao cona ble, $18.00 being sent to Dr. Boggs, 

wbich was di•idad58-SO bnt een the Cnogregation and the Auxiliary. 
Th B th Church also baa vot~d to b~coaa self-supporting with the 

chu :h year beginning Apri l. This ia a gt'" t advruic over ths am unta con-

tributed to tne pastor's salary in 1952. 
Th Sunday School has support a Chin se orphan al o. 

Th~ Bible study in the Amdliarft which included tbe II. Corinthian, 

as conduct d by the pastor, .,.t er quest of the society. 

The Christi deavor Society, has 'be9Il b maeting regularly every 

SUnday night except on rare oocasi ns wh0 n the weather or eicknees pr vanted. 

A membership in tha or ri tian d .. avor Society, as taken out by the 

soci ty for its president, t11ss Florrine Yeung. 

A Revi, al meeting ah in October with the Rev. illis.m Se ·a.t , 

of Wayn sboro • Yangelist. A fine spirit, p.revailoo. and excellent mes age~ 

w. e deliv ed. Almost e ry family in the congregation was visited by the 

pastor and the evangelist, during tb-3 daye with pr,aohing eervicas at night. 

Three additi<ms were receive<! into the inembershi. 

Impr~vements on the century old church building are going on. An 

roof has been installed, and th painting of the exterior is now in progress. 

Manf of our young men are in the arre,-3d service, tbUs cutting down our 

attendanc. 'l'hti&8 were remembered a.t Christmas with boxe of fruit cake and 

nicknacka. In the providence of God, none of th se men "fe been taken by 

d~ath. Prayer are offer0d tor them continually. 

Respect , 7 su 



For Montreat. 

BLYTHE, GEORGIA 
MARCH 21,1945 

Mrs. Hawes Cloud, 
Historian Woman's Auxiliary, 
Crawf t:rdville, Georgia. 

l.' I ( h 

My dear .Mrs. Cloud: 
The Bath Auxiliary would report continued activity 

during the current year despite the handicaps of a war torn world. 
The Bath Church has made notable contributions to certain benevolences, 

especially to Thornwell, sending in no less than $52.00 as the culmination of 

Birth Day gifts in the SUnday School and the Thanksgiving offering. 
The Joy Gift was also conmendable, $18.00 being sent to Dr. Boggs, 

which was divided56-50 between the Cnogregation and the Auxiliary. 
The Bath Church also has voted to become self-supporting with the 

church year beginning April 1. This i~ a great advance over the amc.unts con­

tributed to the pastor's salary in 1952. 
The Sunday School has supported a Chinese orphan also. 

The Bible 
v.as conducted by 

study in the Auxiliary, which included the II. Corinthian· , 

the pastor, at the request of the society. 

The Christian Endeavor Society, has been b meeting regularly every 

Sunday night except on rare occasions when the weather or sickness prevented. 

A membership in the World Christian Endeavor Society, was taken out by the 

society for its president, Miss F1orrine Young. 

A Revical meeting was held in October with the Rev. William S, ewart, 

of Waynesboro as evangelist. A fine spirit prevailed and excellent messages 

were deliveJ"ed. Al.most every family in the congregation was visited by the 

pastor and the evangelist during the days with preaching services at night. 

Three additions were received into the membership. 

Improvements on the century old church building are going on. A new 

roof has been installed, and the painting of the exterior is nov in progress. 

Many of our young men are in the armed service, thus cutting down our 

attendance. These were remembered at Christmas with boxes of fruit cake and 

nicknacks. In the providence of God, none of these men have been taken by 

death. Prayers are offered for them continually. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J.l!(~ 
Rev. I .T .Hawk, '#itf/Jl/ 

Historian. 
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~ BLYTHE, GEORGIA, 

MARCH 12,1946 

AN OUTLHf~ OF 'l'HE HISTORY OF Th'E BATH CHURCH AUXILIARY /OR THE 

CHURCH nAR, 1945-1946 

THB \"TOEAN I S AUXILIARY of Bath Church has carried on this year under the 

leadership of Mrs. Annie Fulcher as President. The work has been handicapped 

by sicknes and bad weather, but still has carries on. !.':rs. Ira James 

has been elected president for the succeeding yea:r. Mrs. Robe1·t Byers 

has been chosen Historian to succeed the resent one. This change ~as made 

at theEquest of the minister who has served as historian for mo!e than 

ten yr~ars. 
The Auxiliary has J:)I'OVided entertainment for the pastor and his 

wife on r"?aching Sundays and arranged for the care of the Evangelist, 

the Rev. ~ith~rspoon Dunlap during thA Revial last Se~tember. 
The revial was most satisfc:..ctory and four addtions vrere made 

to the church membership, three on Confession of Faith. 
The Au.xilairy has worked vri th the SUnday School in a plant to 

improve the interior of the church. A new carpet is in the offing. The 

men of the church are projecting interi~D ~inting. A new roof has 

replaced the leaking one and 40 nev:- window panes have replaced broken and 

missing ones. 
The church lost one Ruling Elder, M r. R.J .Nickles, of Blythe. 

He lacked but one day of beign 85 years old. ~r. J.Foss Fulcher, has been 

or<:"ained to take his place. Mr. Ira James has been ordained a Deacon. 

•:!any of our boys have ret\it'lned from the armed service, and no one 

has been lost. The Sunday School honored the service of Eider Harper Trowbridge 

ith a silver service. He has served for ten year~ as superintendent. 

The men of the church have _planted the church grounds \'·ith 

2,000 pine seedlings. 
Among the various benevolent causes, Thornwell holds first place 

with the Sunday School. With an enrollment of 52 the offering ,ras <ir,40.00 

After several years without Sunday School and regular preaching 

se"Lvices, Bath began hold public worship one Sunday a month in October 

1951. In the s~ring of 1~32, a Sunday School was started with 12 in 

attendance. Mr. V-Tillard Holly of the Bltyhe Blythe Methodis Church was 

the first superintendent. He was succed by t:r. Harper Trowbridge, who 

nov· serves • 
Mr. Trowbridge had a vision of a self supporting church. He 

translated his vision into action and with the cooperation of the congregation 

the church has assumed self supf()rt of a fourth time pre~ching service. 

This is a long step that has b~en taken. 

Respectfully sulmni.tted, 
........--: 

!.l~wlf 
I:r.awk, Historian. 



,, 

Blythe, Ga. Bath Church Auxiliary, I945-46. 

The Womans Aux. ot Bath Church has carried on under the 
leadership of Mrs Annie Fulcher ae Preeident, 
Mre Ida Jamee has been elected for next year. 

Mrs. Robert Byers has been chosen as Historian to 
succeed the present one, the minister who has ser 
Ted for ten years. 
The Aux. has proTided entertainment for pastor and 
wife and preachinc days, and for the ETangelist, 
ReT. Witherspoon Dunlap durin the reTiTel, which 
was moat satisfactory, with four additions to the 
church, three on Confession of Faith. 
The Auxiliary has worked wirh the Sunday School in 
a much needed plan tor the improTement of the chur 
property. 

The Church lost one ruling Elder • 
J.a, of Blythe, in his 85' th year. 
cher has been ordained to fill hie 

James hasbeen ordained a Deacon. 
llany of our boys haTe returned fro 
and not one ams loet. 

Mr. R. J. Nicke 
Mr. J. Foss Ful 
place. Mr. Ira 

armed serTice 

The Sunday School. honared the serTice of Elder 
Harper with a silver service, He served tB@ as 

Superintendent for ten years. 

The men of the church haTe planted the church grou 
with 2,666 pine seedlings. 
Thornwell holds plaee in our benevolent causes wit 
the Sunday School. With an enrollment of 52, $40.0 
Was the offerinc. 

Bath now holds regular pres.chin serTices once a 
moth. In I932 a Sunday School was started, with t 

12 members Mr William Holly, of the Blythe Meth-
odist Church was the first Supt. He was suc­

ceeded by Mr. Harper TTrowbridge, who now eerTes. 
Mr. Trowbridge had a vision of a self supporting 
church, and with the co-operation of the congregat 
tion, the church has assumed self support for a 

fourth time preachin serTice. Thia is a Jon 
step that has been taken. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ma.Toh 12, I946. 
I 

I.T.Hawl, 
Historian. 
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1955-1956 

BA-TH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BLYTHE, GEORGIA 

We have had 2 ~tudent supply pastor's, Davis Young and William 
Larry MacBath, both from Columbia Seminary. 

Our elders are H.Trmroridge, J.F.Fulcher, W.R.Holmes and Eugene 
.our deacons are 
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1956 

BATH PRESBYT.ffi. IAN CHURCH 
BLYTHE, GEORG IA • 

Student ~upply ministers 
Both from Columbia Seminary 

Elders 

Deacons 

Davis Young 
v~. Larry Mac Bath 

Harper Trowbridge, Blythe 
J.F.Fulcher, Hephzipah 
W.R.Holmes . ~- · ~ 
Eugene.!J~c?--

Martin Giradot,Blythe 
Doris James 
Ira James 
R.M.Taylor 
James Holmes 
T,M9 Nickles 

There has been 2 additions to the church this year, both on 
confession of f aith; namely- Jack Baxley and Scarlett Reynolds. No 
disma.ssals. 

There havecbean 5 baptisms- Jack Baxley, Scarlett Reynolds,and 
3 children. The children were Angela Hundley, Andrew HHndley and 
Carol Anne Taylor. All were baptized cin July ,1956. 

We have no Women of the Church organization. 

Mrs. J.F.Fulcher,Hephzipah,Ga. 



1958 BATH PRESBYTER.IAN- CHURCH 
:SLYTHE , GEORG IA 

11 In March our Student Pastor Supply, Mr. Leroy McBath, left us so for a 
few months we were without a minister. 

On Septembe:r 1,1958. the H.eve:rT1d G1 ,s A. Hollinghead, Lanshr, North 
Carolina came to us for trial sermons; he was called; acr.epted; and so 
dm November, he was j;nstalled , with Dr. Robert Strong preac"iinr the 
sermon, Mr. R.B,Prince, an elder from Greene Street .t-'resbyte,.i.a.n Church, 
Augusta , and the Re"V'. Henry Erion, Lakemont .t-'resbytej_~ian Church, AuP"Usta, 

assistinP.. 

Mr. a.nd Mrs. Ronald Ansley joined our church. 

We put new carpet on our church and new rugs and curtains in our Sunday 

School rooms. 

We are delighted with Mr. Hollinghead. He is a wide awake man and really 
preaches the gospel- not what Mr. Hollinghead says, but 'Thus sayest the 
Lord'. He is a great help with our Women of the Ghurch Bible Study." 

Number Women 13 

President 

Vice-President 

Number Circles 1 

Mrs. W.A. Hundley, Jr,,1823 Cou~tne'" Dr. 
North Aupusta, S.C. 

Mrs. Geo. T.Barnes, 715 Riverview Dr., 
North Aupu.sta, S.C. 

Secretary 11 !1 II II ti II 

Treasurer Mrs. Harper Trowbridp:e , Blythe, GeorP-ia 
Historian l11rs. H.P.Ashley, 11 11 

Chairman Spnitual Growth Mrs. 
11 Christian Ed. Mrs. 

W.R.Holmes, Rt,1, Augusta, " 
Clifford Tavlor, Blythe, 11 

11 Stewardship Mrs. R .M. Ta,vlor, Rt .1, Augusta., 11 

t1 World Missions Mrs. J. F. Fulcher, Heohzibah, 11 

11 Church Extension Mrs. Maggie Griener, l:ll,vthe, 11 

11 Annuities & Relief Mrs. James Gray, l:ll,vthe, 11 

11 General fund Agencies 
Mrs. Doris G.James, 11 

II 

Columbia Friendship Circle 
Mrs, R.H.Taylor,Rt.l, Augusta, II 

( The material enclosed in 11 11 is from a letter written by Mrs, 
J.F.Fulcher, Heph~ibah, Georgia, to Mrs. Roland Hitchcock, ~resbyterial 
Historian , on h e 15, 1959, and copied by Mrs. Hitchcock, The slate of 
officers and the committee chairman were taken from the 1958 Printed 
.t-'resbyterial Minutes.) 

-
• MRS. J. FOSS FULCHER 

Rural Route 2, Box 319 
E Hephzibah , Georgia 



BATH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BLYTHE , GEORGIA 

1959 

President Mrs. W.A.Hundley, Jr.,1823 Courtney Dr. 
N.AY.gusta, s.c. 

Vice-President & Secretary Mrs. George Barnes ,715 Riverview Dr., 
N.Augusta, S.C. 

Treasurer 
Historian 

Spiritual Growth 
Christian Education 
Stewardship 
World Missions 
Church Extension 
Annuities & Relief 
General Fund Agencies 
Columbia Circle 

Mrs. Harper Trowbridge, Blythe, Ga. 
Mllfs, H.P.Ashley, Blythe ,Ga. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Mrs. W.R.Holm.es,Rt.l,Augusta 
Mrs • . Cliffard Taylor ,Bl~P:19 1 ·11t11 

Mrs. R.M.T~ylor,Rt.l,Box 669, Augusta,Ga. 
Mrs. F. J .F,1lcher ,Hephzibah, Ga. 
Mrs. Maggie Greiner, Blythe 
Mrs. James Gray, Blythe 
Mrs. Doris G. James, Blythe 

Mrs. R.M.Taylor,Rtl,Augusta 

Under the spiritual guidan~e of the Reverend Gus.W.Hollenhead there is 
Much evidence of truly spiritual growth. Although there have been no 
additions to the church more and more people have attended the morning 
services on Sunday. 

Carpet has been put on the church floor through the gifts of the Women 
of the Church and railings on the church steps. 

~ jr 11 .,,._ "'-1 ~ :l , I 't 6 0 . 

"bu-,,,. ~ //~& u 1tll, 
~ ~ ~ li,,e.,,, cc, L '1tJ; .::Ge-~ . 

From letter from Mrs.F.J.Fulcher 
Hephzibah, Ga.. 



1960 

BATH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BLYTHE, GEORGIA 

1960 

Number women listed in Presbyterial Printed ~inutes, 1959 ,is 12. 
President, Mrs. W.A.Hundley, Jr., 1823 Courtney Dr., N.Augusta, s.c. 
continued in office as did other officers and committee chairmen of 1959. 

The following was copied from a letter from Mrs. J.Foss Fulcher of 
Hephzibah, Georgia., who is main contact with Bath Women of the Church. 

"The year 1960 has not seen much change in our little church. 
Materially we have not seen any improvement, but under the guidance of 
our minister ,I do believe we are growing spiritually. 

We had a wonderful Vacation Bible School, and not a work shop for bird 
housest 

Our Women of the Church has met as prayer groups, study groups, and 
has completed mission work as far as possible. We have given an 
Easter Program with an offering. We have done the required White Cross 
and given to Overseas Relief. • 

We are grateful to God for His many blessings." 

( Mrs. J.Foss) Annie Fulcher. 

~ ~;). 'i r I '1 t:, 0 • 

~~~ 
~ ?~ 

f~ 



BATH, THE CHURCH, AND THE PEOPLE 

informa. tion was 
compiled 

by 

Bobbie Enfinger 
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BA TH, THE CHURCH A ND THE PEOPLE 

Ma.ny feet have walked up the steps of the little white clapboard 

church with it's green shutters. Many souls have also worshipped at 

it's altar. There is a peace that enfolds one as they sit and glance 

around and see reminders of a by-gone day. The oil lamps that are 

placed on the shel Ve$ around the walls of the church look ready to be 

lit, even though they have been electrified for years. The hand-forged 

brass chandelier looms down at one. It too, is adorned with the same 

kind of oil lamps that are on the shelves. With a sobbering thought, 

one also sees that the sanctuary has\what at one time was,a slave gallery. 

There is also an opening for the bell rope. The bell still can be heard 

on occasions. 

Tbe bell sounds as clear as the clear glass i:a,nes that gives one a 

peak into the cemetary that lies directly behind the church. The oldness 

of the tombstones,( one dates 1:ack to 1816) the old iron grating and 

the names on the headstones reflect the by-gone days. The ma.rkers with 

a more recent name and date attest to the survival down through the 

years of the church. It is almost impossible to think of Ba.th as once 

being new, or young, for it seems that the church has always been there. 

Of course, it hasn't, for everything on earth has an orgin, whether known 

or not. This is an attempt, by this writer, to put together the pieces 

of i:a,per, r~cords in Bibles, newi:a,p~r clippings, journals, legends, 

and other articles in a organized and yet enjoyable way. It could 

not have been done as easily as is being done, without the care and 

attention that past and present members of Ba.th put into retaining 

valuable informa.tion concerning the church and the people. 



2 
Actually, Ba.th began quite a number of yea.rs before an official 

dwelling was erected. Ba.th began as a church away from home. The wealthy 

landowners of Burke County sought out solace from the heat and malaria. 

that raged in the summers. The springs of pure mineral ,ro.ter were of 

great comfort to the people. Fichmond-Bath, as it was called, became 

so well loved that each _visit became longer and longer. Soon it became 

an established community! 

The residents, being mos tly of Scot-English 1::a.ckground, were 

Fresbyterian. It was only natural that they would want a way to worship 

while away from Waynesboro. At first, the minister from the Presbyterian 

Church of Waynesboro would just visit the horr,es, but as the community 

grew, the need for another arrangement a.lso erew. The congregation 

was first begun between the years of 1784 and 1785.2 

The community of Bath (near Blythe) lies about 15 miles 

out of Augusta off Highway 1. It all began as a land grant of 450 acres 

originally to Jones Griffin. The land was later sold to Thomas Walker, 

who in 1799 sold the tract to Thomas Waggoner fo:;:$270.00.3 

In 1802, A Robert Watkins became the owner. From Watkins, 

it p:i.ssed to Joesph Posner. At Posner's death, in 1818, with Governor 

Schley as executer of the estate, it was deeded to James Whitehead. 

Mr. Whitehead, a wealthy Burke County resident, took what was then 

called "Posner's Bath." as his summer residence.4 

As Mr. Whitehead sought to make Bath a year round residence, so 

did many other families. There were eighteen families in all in the 

beginning. Prominent among the residents were the Whiteheads, Morrisions, 

Greens, Dowses, and others with less familar names. The frame houses 

were constructed in fine colonial style under the supervision of 

John Trowbridge ·of Massachusetts. Mr. Trowbridge was a master builder 



3 
who became highly recommendecL 

Johr.. Trowbridge not only brou~ht quality in appearance, as far 

as the homes were concerned, but also, change. The houses of Richmond-

Bath were the first houses in the south to have double windows. Mr. Trow­

bridge was not only pleased with the opportunity to displa.y his exceeding­

ly great expertise in home building, but also ver.) .pleased with the 

climate and the opportunities tmt awaited him there. It was not long 

before one of his brothers, William, joined him, also, brother, Frederick. 5 

As this is an attempt to compile information on Bath Presbyterian 

Church, and the people associated with it, it is worth-while to focus 

attention directed u~n .the Trowbridge influence of pa.st and present days. 

The dedication displayed, by the family,t.n tl~e church, warrants an 

acknowledgment. There is some doubt that the church would have survived 

without their perseverance. When the Trowbridge family is mentioned, it 

is being taken to include all family menbers, whether by marriage or 

blood relation. 

The Trowbridge ancestory ean be traced to Thomas Trowbridge of 

Exeter, England. Thomas Trowbridge married Elizabeth Marshall in 

Devonshire, England. The date is unsur:e. concerning their marriage, but 

records show that in 1636 they migrated to the colonies, settling in 

New F.aven, Connecticut. As the generations ::i:assed, the family moved to 

~assachusetts, establishing themselves as master builders. John Trow­

bridge was born May J,1817, in Newton, Massachusetts.6 

The Trowbridge brothers were to construct 16 of the 18 homes, 

and the permanent building for the church. The largest of the houses 

had 16 rooms and the srrallest had 12 rooms. The homes all reflected the 

unique quality associated with the Trowbridge tradition. 7 
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The homes, for the most part have been destroyed by fire and the 

:ravages of time. However, in fine tradition, the church stands. As 

s.tated earlier, the "church" itself, began much earlier, as far 1:ack as 

1784.8 It began as an extentlon of the Waynesboro Church. Services were 

held in the homes at first, and then in a log structure. As the homes 

became more elaborate, and the area more reknown, a substantial building 

was needed, and Mr. John Trowbridge was contracted to build the church. 

Mr. Trowbridge's association with the church, at this point, was to 

continue for the next five generations which includes present day? 

Thus, in 1836, Ba.th Presbyterian Church . then · the first church of 

the Presbyterian denomination in Richmond County, :. -. '. had a beautiful 

building to worship in. Bath would have other days in the sun, but a 

r,d.n would fali. Famous people would worship at her altar, the enemy 

would invade, and people within her gates would come and go. 

The records show that S. K. Talmage, one time president of Oglethorpe 

University, was pro1:ablythe first minister on a regular 1:asis. In 1824, 

Rev. Calvin Mciver began his ministry there, and he was to be followed by 

Reverend Lawson Clinton. Until 184J Rev. Timothy Dwight held the pulpit. 

It was then that Bath had her most reknown pastor. His Ha.me was Frank R. 

Goulding. 10 

The Reverend Frank R. Goulding was an accomplished author, inventor 

and theologian. He ·was, as stories go, the epitome of a true Southern 

gentleman. He greeted everyone with a smile and children loved his genial 

ways. He was very comµ:i.ssiona te and empathic. So much so, that out of 

concern for the la~ies of his parish, invented a machine that would sew, 

before Elias Howe. Perhaps, it seems, as the story goes, that the ladies 

of Ba th dressed very fine in those days. Their l .i ves were involved in 

great depth in Y!:,?ds and yards of silk, taffeta, velvet, laces and ribbons, 



Hours were spent on clothes, not to mention things like, linens, 

quilts, coverlets, a.nd ect. Dr. Goulding arrived at the conclusion 

that is a mchine could wa.ke the· cloth, so should a machine be able 

to sew garments and other things that used ma.terial. He went t_o work 

on his invention and came up with a machine that would sew seams and 

wouldn't rip out a.t the first wearing, and also saved time. However, 

5 

no one would really pay attention to his rrachine. Af~r 1all, the 

materials were not only costly, they were also hard to obtain. Fim.lly, 

5.n desperation, Dr. Goulding, himself, sewed a dress for one of the 

servant gir:tt. The rr.a.chine became a rapid success in Ba.th, but due 

to poor timing, 1::a.d transporn.tation, and perhaps Providence, Dr. Gould­

ing's invention was not registered before Mr. Howe's. Dr. Gouldinc, one 

not to be discouraged, moved on to another phase of his life and 

begp.n writing. 11 

Some say that the book, "The Young Marooners", might have been 

written out of disappointment at haveing failed with the sewing machine 

registered. Whether written out of disappointemnt or not, it was a 

grand success, a credit to Dr. Goulding and Ba.th.12 

Also, sometime around that iart of Ba.th 's history, John 

Trowbridge, who had secured a tract of land about J miles south of 

Pa th. He had by thn. i rr.arried Sarah Maria Vollotton of Burke County. 

They were to have eight. chHdren. 

In 1853, Dr._ Goulding left Bath and was replaced by the Reverend 

Rufus K. Porter. Dr. Porter seemed to follow the trend that Dr. Goulding 

and others had set~ He was very culthated, earnest, and handsome. 

Also, he was eccumunical. At times he exchanged pulpits with the 

r.astor of the First Baptist Church of Augusta, Rev. J.E. Ryerson. 

~ev. Porter stayed with '. Ba.th until 1867. 
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Revernd Porter saw Ba.th throu~h the war. Bath Church was 

vandalized and desecrated during the year of 1862 according to legend 

and Mr. Walter A. CJ.ark, in his Lost Arcadia. It seems quite possible 

that the Federal troops could have been at Bath, as they were in the 

area, and Bath was a well-to•do community with much for the taking, 

and with very few there to protect it .from the Union Army. 

It is said that the troops tried to remove the pulpit from 

the church. But to no avail was their effort, for the pulpit, 

massive and grand as it is, is virtually immovable. It is hewn from 

hardwood, and ~xtends ttrou.g!} the church floor. It has been planted 

several feet into the ground underneath the church floor. Only a very 

intense and very long lasting fire could destroy it anti remove it 

from it's holy resting place. The erector of the building had been 

very efficent. So perhaps were the troops, for instead of the pulpit, 

they carried off the silver communion and 1:aptismal wares. 13 

It was a time for fighting and not a time for reading and enjoying 

life. May1::,e that is why the invaders left the lamps, books and other 

cherisiable things behind. Some of the books, though dated in the 

early 18OO's would not have seen very important to most people. Perhaps 

things often become valuable simply by their P.:ssociation to certain 

people and places. J':a th realized the war and so did her people. 

It is interesting, perhaps, at this time to examine a letter 

from Almarin Trowbridge to his brother Frederick, (brothers of John and 

William) written from Charlestown, October 2, 1865, but had the return 

address of Boston. Almarin Trowbridge symp::i. thizes with his brother: 

. . . they must have been many years of severe trial and 

suffering, whether obliged to go into the field of 
1:attle or remain and perform other important duties. 

' We have felt much anxiety for your safety. .. . . We 

suppose that you must cast your lot with the 



Southern People and that they might be ·obliged to 
take up arms in defense of the Southern Cause, 
and I would conceive that they are right in 
doing so, juding from their situations and 
standpoint ... I hope a kind Providence may 
have shi~lded you all from the dangers to which 
you have been exposed, but it seems almost 
like hoping against hope, that you all have 
escaped, indeed, you cannot have escaped severe 
tr~l and !5 you all escaped death, it must be quite 
a m1rcle. 

Almarin Trowbridge was right, it would have been quite a 

rnircle, and in fact, a nephew with the name of Almarin was 

killed in the war. But mircles happen, things survive. 

Ba.th survived the war and continued to be a place of worship 

for those seeking comfort. 

The years between the war and the early ?O's are vaque. 

However, we do know that activity was within the church, for 

there is an old letter from a member of the church vouching 

for Hr. John Trow bridge's abilities and character. 

To the Building Committee 
Ebenzer Church 
Jefferson County 

Gentlemen: 

This will be handed to you by l'ir. John Trowbridge, 
architect and house carpenter. 

Mr. Trowbridge may put in proposals for the church 
which you propose erecting-and if so, of course, you 
will want to know him. I have known him for thirty 
years and tho a northern man by birth 
and rearing, he early adopted the South, and this 
immediate locality, as his home where he married 
and has reared a large family in a creditable 
manner. 

Mr. Trowbridge was an early volunteer in our 
ranks in the late war, where he lost his first son 
Almarin, a lad of eighte·en and a galant soldier. 

Mr . Tro,r bridge is a man of great Energy, of 
character, and of nice taste in his profession­
and fully equal to the task you propose bids for. 
I believe if he gets the contract, that it will be 
mually beneficial to you both. It may be proper 
for me to add that Nr. Trowbridge is himself a 



member of the Presbyterian Church, in 
which all of his family have been 
reared. 15 

I am, gentlemen 

Very respectfully your obedient servant 

signed by Thomas ~;esbitt, Richmond-:J3a.th 

l-Tarch 1st. 1873, 

February 16,1894, John Trowbridge died. However, the spirit 

that brought the young man south to seek a contract to build 

houses in a strange land lives on. Besides the off-spring of John, 

those of William also went on to enjoy days at Eath. From William 

came James, and from James, Harper. Harper Trowbridge will soon be 

97 years old. He is present almost every Sunday at church. Only 

extreme illness keeps him at home. He is greatly cared for by his 

wife and helper th:.::-oug:h ; : good. ;;i.nd l:a.d times. 

The good and the l:a.d seem to always seem to be found, but 

at Bath, protably, more good has been present. The turn of the 

century and into the twenties saw many famous people in Ba.th. 

Some would have come for the medicir:al qualitles that the mineral 

springs offered. Others would come for rest, and others for 

fun, but all seemed to find themselves visiting the church. Such 

people as the Tafts, Rockefellers, and Wilson's. 

A newspaper clipping describes a Sunday afternoon at 

Ba.th Presbyteric.11 Church that occured sometime in the 

early JO's. The date i8 rr:isi:dng, but in checking with one of the 

people listed in the article, it seems it was 1934, prol:a.bly in 

in the fall of the year. It was a gathering ~n:anged by the 

Women's Auxiliary. The president was Mrs. 0. K. Brandon, and 

the ga.thering\.as to honor a member that had served for 60 years. 

_, 



" Aunt Addie" was the rame of the lady. She was the only living 

charter member at that time, of the "official" organization-

of the church.( Rev. I. T. Hawk was the raster at that time. 

According to MTs. Thelma Trowbridge Tyler, who was a young girl of 

14 then, Rev. Fawk was with Bath longer than most ministers were. 

Rev. Hc1.wk also ministered to the people of Grovetown at that 

same time. Of course, that arrangement meant the services were 

not always at the same time.) As for the afternoon in 1934, 

it seemed to be a splendid a.ffair. Readings,solo's, and 

group. singing were the entertainment. Afterwards, of course, 

refreshments. Some listed as being present were: Miss Thelma 

Trowbridge, Mrs. Harper Trowbridge, Mrs. Eugene Trowbridge and 

daughters, Viriginia and Billy Newman, Professor William Davisson 

and his wife, Hrs. Maria Hainey and many others. They had good 

crowds in those days. 

Down through the years many ministers were to stand 

behind the massive puli t and give guidance. The names of 

Willingham,Miller,McBath, Churton, McLean, Peyden,Bloxham, join 

the ones that have already been mentioned. For any whose name 

was not available, we also acknowledge, for all left their 

mark, and all are · grateful. 

One April 21st,1985, Bath celebrated her 201st birthday. 

Also, on that sa~e day, Bath had in her pulpit, Holley Shoaf­

O'Kula, who later on in the year, cz,n November 24th, would 

beeOille the first minister to be ordained in the church in all 

the 201 years. Rev. Holley Shoaf-O'Kula has thus far done a very 

outstanding job at leading her flock. She addresses the needs 

of the young and old, and all in between. The pa.st and the pres-

9 



sent are ever present nowadays. As Harper Trowbridge is a 

constant reminder of the pa.st-and all the good that he and others 

have done, Pastor Holley is a reminder that changes are always 

to take place, but that the change can be: bood. New l·i'P.ys, and new ideas 

ver:y 01ten compliment the pa.st if the change is rr,ade out of love and 

concern for the people, but above all, the cha nge must glorify God, 

for that is the chief end of mankind. Bath is a wonderful place 

for glorifying God. 

10 
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