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History 

of 

Bethel Fresbyterian Church 

We, whose names are here unto subscribed, humbly, yet earnestly 

petition the Fresbytery of Cherokee (to meet at Pleasant Green church on the 

9th of Septembe~, 1846) to organize a church in that pa.rt of Chattooga 

County east of Taylor's Ridge to be known by the name of Bethel church. 

our reasons for this request are the following: 

In the first place, we live at such a great distance from Pleasant 

GI'een church (of which we are now members) that we are not able to attend the 

means of grace instituted by Christ, without great labor at the place where 

our names are registered. 

In the second place, Pleasant Green will not suffer any loss by a 

new church being organized, as we do not wish to employ another minister of 

the gospel, but to continue our support to that member of your presbytery, 

now the stated supply of Pleasant Green church. 

In the third place, we live in a valley that is destined soon to con­

tain a large population and we wish to erect the Standard of Fresbyterianism, 

that other denominations of Christiana in our midst may know and love us, as a 

branch of the Church of Christ; and that individuals now living among us, who 

have no Savi~r may find the Messiah, which being interpreted is the Christ; and 

that Fresbyterians 1:n other parts of our coDmJ.on country who are in quest of a 

home may be induced to cast in their lot among us. 

In the fourth place, although we are few in number, we are as many in 

multitude as many of the churches under your care and we hope one day, by the 

blessings of the Lord on His word and ordinances to see Jacob. 
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With the above reasons, we cheerfully submit our cause to your 

deliberations, praying that God may preside over your body and direct you 

in all things, that may be for His glory and the good of the churches 

under your care. 

Jackson 0. Scott 
Andrew Couey 
James M. Scott 
Henry L. Couey 
Farby Couey 
Elizabeth~. Couey 
Susan E. Scott 
Augustus Bryant 
Neomi Bryant 
Mary Patrick 
Jane R. Buchanan 

Signed by: 

Thomas Kendrick 
Martha D. Kendrick 
Susan A. Kendrick 
Land B. Meloney 
Martha S . Burns 
A. B. Meloney 
Jane D. Meloney 
Neomi Herndon 
Martha S . McKinza 
Margaret W'right 

The above named petition was presented to the Fresbytery at its 

meeting at Pleasant Green church at the time above ,tritten, and the prayer 

of the petitioners was granted. 

The Rev. John M. M. Caldwell and Andrew Y. Lockridge were 6ppointed 

a Committee of PI'esbytery to hold a meeting in that part of Chattooga Coynty, 

east of Taylor's Ridge, to commence on the 24th of October, 1846, and, if the 

way be opened to organize a church. 

The above named committee was held at the time appointed by Fresby­

tery. A sermon was preached by the Rev. A. Y. Lockridge from Psalm 20:5, 

"We will rejoice in thy salvation and in the name of our God we will set up 

our banners. •.~ 

A vote was taken, by ballot, for two individuals to be Elders in the 

church about to be organized and two individuals to be Deacons in said church. 

When the votes were all counted, it was found that Andrew Couey and James M. 

Scott were elected elders and Jackson O. Scott and Thomas Kendrick were 
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elected Deacons. 

On the 27th day of December, 1846, after a suitable sermon on the 

office, the duties, and qualifications of ruling elders, by A. Y. Lockridge, 

the above named individuals were ordained officers in the Church of Bethel 

by prayer in accordance with the Confession of Faith of the P.resbyterian 

Church in the United States of .America . 

Approved this far by order of P.resbytery in session at Sardis, 

I pril 21, 1846 . 

W. H. Johnston, Moderator 
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The foregoing account of the organization of Bethel church was taken 

from Bethel's first Session book, dating from 1846 to April, 1874. 

(During this time, there were one hundred seventy (170) people 

united with this church.) 

This boolr was kept with great care and very minutely recorded, all 

dates and details accurately. 

The first pastor, A. Y. Lockridge, acted as Clerk of the Session 

until May, 1848. This office was then held by J.M. Scott from 1848 until 

1851, and from June 8, 1851 until October, 1854, the record was kept by the 

pastor, Rev. T. C. Crawford. W. L. Groves was then appointed Clerk of the 

Session and took up that work December 24, 1854, and served until his death 

in the spring of 1873. J. o. Scott was appointed temporary Clerk of the 

Session while Major Groves was in the army during the Civil War. 

W. S. Kendrick was then elected Clerk of the Session and served as 

such until he went away in the fall of 1873 to study medicine, at which 

time J. A. Jones was made temporary Clerk. J. A. Jones served until 1886 

when the Clerk's duties were turned over to Mr. William J. Crawford, who 

kept the records faithfully and accurately for more than fifty years. 

This first session book reveals a great many interesting things 

about how the work of the church was conducted. One very noticeable thing 

is that the church and church business was put first. The Session was 

often called to meet in the middle of the week to attend to some matter. 

If a member did not attend church regularly or if one conducted 

himself in a manner not becoming a Christian, he was called up before the 

Session and tried. If he acknowledged his guilt and repented, he was con­

tinued as a member of the church; otherwise, he was dismissed. 
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.t this tilr.e, there were new people moving in from other states and 

there was scarcely a meeting of the Session that there were not additions to 

the church. 

The Rev. T. C. Crawford, who had lately moved to this valley from 

North Carolina, was elected pastor of Bethel Church in 1847. 

1:Four of the members of the church; viz., J. O. Scott, W. L. 
Groves; James Scott and Thom.as Kendrick obligated themselves to 
see that Rev. T. C. Crawford receive one-hundred fifty dollars 
annually for his services." 

At about this time, the Rev. Crawford was also called as pastor of 

Sardis Church in Floyd County and the two churches were very closely con­

nected - one delegt..te to Fresbytery representing both churches. 

During the Civil WarfJ : when it was not safe for Mr. Crawford to go 

on horseback from his home near Bethel to Sardis, fifteen miles away, he 

would walk and go across the mountains. 

Bethel Church was organized in a small building that stood in the 

forks of the road on the 11Dr. Wright place. " Mr. Crawford preached his 

first sermon there. 

We have no record of when the church was built. There was a log 

building with a fireplace in one end, that was used for both church and 

school, that stood just east of where the church now stands. 

The church building was erected before the Civil War but was not 

ceiled until 1869. It was remodeled in 1878 and painted in 1879. This work 

was done by a Mr. Sherman and his daughter, Miss Katherine. 

The Rev. T. C. Crawford cut a sweet gum tree, had it sawed, and 

gave the lumber for the pulpit. 

The cloths for the connnunion table were made, by hand, by Mrs. Martha 

Kendrick, grandmother of the Rev. S. K. Dodson. 
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The table was made by Mr . Milas Bailey, grandi'ather of Crawford 

Bailey . 



. {'\ History Of 

The Woman's Auxiliary 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 

.Summerville Georgia 

n1he Woman's Auxiliary(or Missionari Society as it was called) 
gt Bethe churcn was organizea by Rev.T.C.Crawford as near as can be 
ascertained,about 1860,with a membership of about sixteen members. 

Tho' a rural church,the ladies have been active in their duties, 
caring for church property ect. • 

Two charter members are living,one in Te~as,Mrs. 'Dodson is the 
mother of two missionaries to Korea,Rev. Sam Dodson,and Miss.Mary Dod­
son, Her sister,Miss Clare Dodson still lives inthe old community, 

In July 1923,the Woman's Missionary Society became The Woman's 
Auxiliary, at the suggestin of Gen .Aasemoly ,and The Woman's Council. 
Using the circle plan,program literature,Bible study claases,Home 
and Foreign Mission study books, with special con tri bu tion to all caus6i 

At times we ·have been without a pastoe: and interest lagged,but we 
never gave up,and today under the lead·ership of Miss M.Weesner we are 
going forward with our work. Getting help and inspiration fro.m. contact 
with other Auxiliaries at Presbyterial meetinga,when we always send a 
delegate,and the Group conference. 

• The ladies who have served as President are- Mrs. W.J.Crawford, 
Mrs. ;r.C.Cra wford, Miss Lula Weesner, Miss Mary Omberi, and Miss M. 
Weesner.each one serving a period of several years. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Mias Lula Weesner-Historian 

Woman's Auxiliary Bethel Church 

Summerville Georgia. 



CHEROKEZ PRESBYTERY 

1935 

HIS'IDRY OF BEl'HEL CHURCH 

It was in the fall of 1935 that the Rev. E. R. Leyburn D. D. 
Of Rome agreed to serve Bethel as stated supply. This was a 
Blessed day for the people at Bethel when this able man of God 
and his good wife adopted them into their church faraily. Al­
ways when he comes to preach, visit or teach in the auxiliary 
his faithful wife is at his side until the fall of 1937 the 
doctors forbade because she was overtaxing her strength. 

Dr. Leyburn held a series of meetings himself in the early fall 
of 1936, preaching only at night. His message3 were heart search­
ing and heard by appreciative audiences. 

The next year he was assisted by the Rev. J. G. Kirckhoff of 
Calhoun. Mr. Kirckhoff had been w-ith us before and received a 
warm weJ.come. He taught the book of Philippians at the morning 
hour and preached evangelistical sermons at night. There were 
two additions to the church: Mary Nell Woods and Jack Sydnor Scott, 
a grandson of Jackson O. Scott who was one of the first deacons of 
this church. Another grandson John D. Scott was ordained a deacon 
December 27, 1937, just ninety one years from the time J. O. Scott 
was ordained a deacon. 

The fourth Sunday in October 1936 Dr. Leyburn held a short anni­
versary service this being the ninetieth anniversary of the or­
ganization of the church. 

At u congre6ational meeting in the fall of 1936 it was agreed to 
do some much needed repair irork on the church and add S. s. rooms. 
This work was never pushed but in the spring of ]937 a much needed 
roof was put on. 

At the regular seevice the fourth Sunday in December 1936 there were 
two co11ection plates presented to the church. One given by A~ A. 
Jones, f.frs. Mattie Wright and Mrs. Agnes Kendrick Jarvis in memory 
of their aunt, Miss Clarissa A. Xendrick and the other in memory of 
Mrs. B. F. Weesner given by her children and grandchildren, 25 of 
whom were present. The presentation was made by Miss Lul3. Weesner and 
accept~d by !.fr. W. J. Crawford who was a personal friend of those 
honored. 
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BETH.EL CHURCH HISTORY 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 
Summerville, Georgia R.F.D. 1 

1941-1942 

Bethel Presbyterian Church began the v1ork of the Lord this year 
vi th the following officers: 

Puling Elders: 
Sam E. Jones--Summerville, Route 1 
William J. Crawford--Summerville, Route 1 
Thomas B. CummingsT-Summerville, Route 1 
Thomas H. Gore--Summerville, Route 4 
Selman.I. Story--Armuchee, Route 2 

J cti ve Deacons: 

Johns. Jones, Summerville, Georgia Route 1 
John D. Scott, Summervi l.le, Georgia Route 1 

Faster: Rev. ddison -• Talbot, Jr., Rome, Georgia R.F.D. 

The elders, vtlth exception of ~r. Story average more than 80 
Jears of age and many years of f8ithful service. 

The church had a revivol. meeting the last week in August and 
the preaching was done by the pastor. 1here we~e two additions to 
the church: Mrs. John D. Scott by letter from Druid Hills Presby­
terian Church, Atlunta, and Virginia Woods by profession and 
taptism. 

After serving faithfully for three and one half years Mr. 
~albot gave un the work in January 1942. His resignation was 
cccepted by the con0 regation the fourth bunday afternoon in 
January at the close of a Communion service conducted by the 
Fev. w. ,~ .. Glass, pastor of the Summerville church. Mr. Glass 
ogreed to tcke the work until other arrengements could be made-­
:r_:recchin0 eE.ch fourth Sund0.y afternoon. 

Mr. Talbot 's brother the Rev. George Bird Talbot, o returned 
rrissionary rrom Chine. came to us for tv·o services the fourth Sundsy 
in Februery. His mess&ges were very touching and inspirationGl. 

The Church School or Sund&y School began the yeer vQthout e 
regule.r superintendent, but the v,.-ork was cerried on without inter­
ru ;tion, sometimes by the v,omen of the church until the first of 
J ugust, v-.hen our hearts v ere made glad by the return of Prof. and 
Mrs. JaRk Hyatt to our community. 
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.,_,ethe 1 l'resbyterian Church History 
Summerville, Ga .. F.D.#1 

Mr. Hyatt had been made superintendent of the Su.nde.y School 
when he h&d lived in the community t¼u years ago, 8nd just took 
up the ~ork eg~in when he came back as principal of t~e Gore 
Consolidated School. 

Members of the Bethel Sundey School work in an outpost 
Sunday School at Silver Hill. 

HISTORY OF \',O:i'.llili' S WOFK 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 
Summerville, Georgia, R.F.D. 1. 

1941-1942 

The Woman's .Auxiliary of Bethel Church began the work of the 
Lord for this year with the follo~~ng officers: 

President--Miss Mary Sue Scott 
Vice President- -Mrs. w. J. Crawford 
Sec. e.:c.d Treas. - -Miss Lulb Weesner 
Historian--Miss Lula Weesner 

Secreteries of Causes: 

Sec. Foreign Missions- - Mrs. J". c. Crawford 
Sec . .Assembly's Home Missions- - Mrs. George Christian 
Sec. Christic:in Ed. &nd Min. Relief. --Miss Margaret Weesner 
Sec. Religious Education--Miss Lula \\eesner 
Sec. s. e.nd P. Home Missions- - Mrs. R. T. J..gnew 
Sec. Spirituel Life- - Mrs. E. P. Scott 
Sec. Chris. Social Service- -Miss M('.J.rgtlret l,eesner 
r.ll of Summerville, Georgia, R.F.D. l 

Bethel Auxiliary has only one circle of thirteen members 
known as the "Ne ncy Leyburn Circle'' which meets once each month 
on Fridey afterno0n before the second Sundayin the homes of the 
members. 

Occasionelly we have all day meetings for a season of Prayer 
and Self Denial or to review a mission study book. 

We had a very extensive study of the book of Peter conducted 
by Mrs. H. T. Agnew. 
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~ethel Presbyterian ~hurch Listory 
ur. .. rr.erville , Ga. !{.F .D .,fl 

v~e used two mission study books: "Why Stand Ye Idle" and 
"Foundations of V!orld Order". The fonn.er v.as revie"v\ed by Mrs. 
Agnew ct her home in November, and the l&ter by Mrs. J. C. 
Cra~~ord at her home in February. Special collections were 
taken e&ch time for Home and Foreign Mis~ions respectively. 

The third Sunday in .Pugust 1941 we invited Dr. end Mrs. 
J. K. Levie to spenk at the church. The fact that they had 
worked in Korea with Mary Dod son who is a d' ughter nd grBnd­
d2ughter of Bethel Church c:dded interest. Her gr1:.nd.'1lother, 
Mrs. :i\Ic.rtht Kendrick, l\'a.S t, charter member of the first Womans 
Organization of our church. Her parents were also members of 
Bethel Church. 

The president, Miss Mary Sue Scott ~ttendea Pres~yteriel 
at Menlo c.nd Mrs. H. T • .Agnew went to the {!roup Conference. 

At the Birthday Party in May e welcomed Mrs. John D. Scott 
who had recently come to our community a bride. She was former­
ly 11Uss Ruby Blcir of Druid Hills Presbyterian Church, Atli ntc. 

Another nev, member, Mrs. J. H. Hyatt Cffille into the commu­
nity e.s a public school teacher and joined the Auxili&ry in 
November. 

With the closing of the yet;r we lost one of our oldest and 
most faithful members, Mrs. T. E. Cummings who fell c.sleep 
Harch 22, 1942 to awake in that Land· bternal . 

, e closed the year with an enrollment of thirteen which did 
not prove to be an unlucky number since we hud incre&sed our 
contributions to all benevolent CL.uses and m· de progress along 
other lines. 

Miss Mary Sue Scott has served as president four succes' ive 
years. Not bec2:use she chose to but becc...use there waf.> no one 
else e.vailable and because "Where duty culls, 'tis honor to 
obey.'' 

(In the meantime she cc:.,_red for a home and an invalid mother, 
an d taught a class in Sund&y School. 1111 of this was done faith­
fully end efficiently, without complaint.) 

The 2uxili&ry is deeply grateful to her for her lone, faith­
ful and efficient service. 

At the close of the yer_r we chunged most of the off•icers 
and elected Mrs. J. H. HycJ.tt, _;,resident. 

Iviiss Lula lfoesner 
Historian 



!ETHEL CHURCH HISTORY 
BETHEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Summerville• Georgia R.F.D. l 
1942-1:943 

Bethel Presbyterian Church began the year of work of our 
Lord this year with the following officers: 

Ru.ling Elders: 
Samuel E. Jones, SUmmerTille, Ga. Rt.1 
Thomae B. Cummings, SUmmerTille, Ga.-Rt.l 
William J. era ord, Summerville, Ga. Rt.1 
Thomas H. Gore, Summerville, Ga. Rt.4 
Selman I. story, Armuchee, Ga. Rt.2 

Active Deacons: 
Johns. Jones and John D. Scott, Summerville, Ga. Rt.l 

The Rev. w. w. Glass of SUmmerville served the church ae 
supply-preaching the fourth Sunday afternoon in each month 
Wltil he moved to Decatur Alabama the last week in December. 

The ReT. Elmer Enlow of Menlo then took up the work­
preaching each third Sunday afternoon. Mr. Enlow is now serv­
ing six congregations. 

Mr. Glass conducted a series of revival services at 
Bethel. Preaching each night during the last week in Aug­
ust. There were no addition to the churoh. 

A quartet of young ladies from Shorter College, who 
were gu.ests of the storeys furnished beautiful music for the 
serTioe the fourth SWlday in May. Ru.ling Elder Samu.el E. 
Jones attended this servioe and seemed to enjoy it to the 
fullest. He was Tery feeble then and this was the laet ser­
vice he attended in the historic old ohurch that wae eo dear 
to hie heart and that he loved eo much to talk about. 

Mr. Jonee passed to his eternal reward Se-otember 15, 1942. 
Hie wife Tecoa Crawford, daughter of the beloved Rev. T. c. 
Crawford having preceded him a little more than a year. 

Another elder, Thomas B. Cummings passed away March 12 
1943--less than a year after his wife's death. 

We had as guest speaker in November the Rev. ,ohn 
Cunningham, a blind minister of Virginia. 

This little church has felt the wei~ht of the war as 
has every other church in the nation. Six very dear to us 
have answered the call of the colors: Tommy Christian, 
Henry Everett, J.D. Weesner Jr., Oliver w. Scott, Jacks. 
Scott and Harold storey. 
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The church school has been unusually small. but has 
endeavored to carry on with the faithful leadership of 
Mr. J.E. Hyatt as superintendent. 

( iss ) ulu .'eesner, 

Ii torian 
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HISTORY of WOMAN'S WORK 

BETHEL PREEEYTERIAN CHURCF 
Swmnerville, Georgia R/F/D. 1 

1942-1943 

The Woman's Auxiliary of Bethel Church began the work of 
this year with the following off icers: 

President--Mrs. J. H. Hyatt 
Vice-Preaident--Miss Mary Sue Scott 
Seer tary--Miss Mary sue Scott 
Treasurer--Miss Lula Weesner 
Historian--Mies Lula Weesner 

secretaries of causes: 
Sec. Foreign Miesions--Mrs. John Scott 
Sec. A. Home Missions--Mrs w. J. Crawford 
Sec. C•E• and M.R.--Mrs·. G. G. Christian 
Sec, Religious Ed.--Miss Lula Weesn r 
Seo. s. and P. Home Miasions--Mrs. H.T. Agnew 
Seo. Spir. Life--Mrs. E.P. Scott 
Sec. Literature--Mrs. ~.L. warren 
Sec. Christian social Servioe--Mise Margaret Weesner 

all of su.mmerville, G orgia R.F.D. l 

When Mrs. Hyatt was absent, somet1mes not in the community, 
the work was carried on by the vice-president, Mies Mary sue Scott 

The study of the ook of John was cunducted by Mrs. H.T. 
Agnew. 

The annual birthday party with an a-ppro-prie te -program was 
given at the Weesner home in May. 

The Mission study book, "While It rs nay" was reTiewed by 
Mr. Glass at the church in Nowember, and the church's quota was 
raised. 

The Foreign Mission Book "Latin America" was reviewed by 
the ladies at the home of Mrs. E.P.Scott in Febru.ary and the 
offering taken then. 

Mre. w. J. Crawford quilted a quilt that had been given 
for Thornwell Orphanage. 

The contributions for the year show a decided increase. 

( iss) Lulu ,eesner, 

hi vOr .i.an 



BETHEL CffiJRCH HISTORY 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 
Summerville, Georgia - R. F. D. 1 

1943 - 1944 

Bethel Presbyterian Church began the work of the Lord this year 

with the following officers: 

RULING ELDERS: 

William J. Crawford, Swnmerville, Ga. Route 1 

Thomas H. Gore, Summerville, Ga. Route 4 

Selman I. Storey, Armurchee, Ga. Route 2 

ACTIVE DEACONS: 

John s. Jones, Summerville, Ga. Route 1 

John D. Scott, Summerville, Ga. Route 1 

The Rev. Elmer Enlow of Menlo served the church as supply pastor 

until June of 1943 when he turned the work over to the Rev. Harry Foster 

who had just moved to Summerville and taken up the work there. Mr. 

Enlow had already applied for a chaplaincy in the Army and was accepted 

soon after. The people at Bethel were sorry to give him up, but were 

fortunate to have Mr. Foster take up the work in July and carry on 

without a break. 

Mr. Foster is employed for his full time by the Summerville church 

but has unselfishly given up his rest each fourth Sunday afternoon to 

come to Bethel to preach and is always accompanied by his loyal wife. 

There were no revival services held this year. A :Mr. Crumpton 

joined the church, by letter, from Maryville, Tennessee, First Church. 

Mr.,Hyatt also left us in June to go into training in the U.S. 

Navy. The Sunday School was loathe to give him up but bade him God­

speed and gave him a handbag as a mark of appreciation of his faithful 

service as superintendent. 
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The Sunday School was carried on without a superintendent until 

the session appointed E. P. Scott to take up the work in January, 1944. 

HISTORY OF WOMANS WORK 
Bethel Presbyterian Church 

1943 - 1944 

The Woman's Auxiliary began the work of the Lord this year with 

the following officers: 

President Miss Margaret Weesner 

Vice-President Miss Mary Sue Scott 

Secretary Miss Mary Sue Scott 

Treasurer Miss Lula Weesner 

Historian Miss Lula Weesner 

SECRETARIES OF CAUSES: 

Sec. Foreign Missions 

Sec. Home Missions 

Sec. C. E. & M. R. 

Sec. Religious Education 

Sec. S. & P. Home Missions 

Sec. Spiritual Life 

Sec. Literature 

Sec. Christian Social Service 

Mrs. John Scott 

Mrs. W. J. Crawford 

Mrs. G. G. Christian 

Miss Lula Weesner 

Mrs. H. T. Agnew 

Mrs. E. P. Scott 

Mrs. L. L. Warren 

Miss Margaret Weesner 

The annual birthday party was given in the home of Mrs. E. P. 

Scott, a shut-in, and Mrs. J.C. Crawford, another shut-in, was guest 

of honor since it was her birthday also. 

The birthday offering was taken and there was a shower for Mrs. 

Crawford. 

The Bible study class was conducted by Mrs. H. T. Agnew, and a 

large portion of each meeting was given to the study of Acts. 
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There was a special program and collection for S. & P. Missions 

in June. 

Bethel's quota for the Home Mission Emergency Fund was raised 

through and by the auxiliary. 

The Foreign Mission Study book was read and reviewed, and the 

week of prayer and self-denial was observed. 

A contribution was made to help send white cross material to 

China. 

Lula Weesner, Historian 



BETHEL G HURCH HIST RY· 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 
Sunuaerville, Georgia - :~. 1'.D. 1 

1944-1945 

Bethel Presbyterian Church began the work of the Lord this year 
with the following officers: 

Ruling ...,lders 

William J. Crawford, Sunnnerville, Georgia, Route 1 
Thomas H. Gore, Summerville, Georgia, Route 4 
Selman I. Storey, Armurchee, Gecrgia, Route 2 

Active Deacons 

John S. Jones, Summerville, Gecrgia, Route 1 
John D. Scott, Swnmerville, Georgia, oute 1 

Organist 

Miss Margaret Weesner, Summerville, Georgia, Route 1 

The Rev. Iarry Foster, pastor of the Summerville church continues 
to serve Bethel as suuply, holding one service each month on fourth 
unday afternoons. 

There were no evangelistic services held this year, but two addi­
tions to the church: Mrs. John Jones by letter and Sybil Christian by 
public profession. 

The oldest member of the church was Hr. James . Crawford, who 
died November 3 at the age of 89 years and. 8 months. His death came 
soon after the death of Mrs. J.C. Craw.ford and Hrs. Emma Crawford Vann, 
a former member who lived in another state. nMr. Jim" and 11 Miss ~m.ma" 
were children of The Rev. T. C. Crawford who was uastor 01· the church 38 
years. The Rev. Crawford reared a larse f-mily who have lived long &nd 
useful lives. 

On his 88th birthday, July 23, 194h, the children of Mr. Samuel ..1.,. 

Jones uresented to the church an individual communion service in memorial 
of their father, replacing the service given to the church by Dr. and t_rs. 
V. s. Kendrick some 50 or 60 years ago. 

Later the session sold the two silver goblets that were given to 
the church by Dr. Kendrick to David Jones for . 25.00 . 

.le are still using the two silver plates that were given by Dr. 

Kendrick. 

There are four members of Bethel church in the service of their 
country. They are Jack ~cott, ToIII!lly Christian, Julian Ghristian and 
, • C . Cummings . 

Two other sons in s ervice are Oliver Scott ena J. D. 1 eesner, Jr. 



History of ,Joman' s ,1ork 
Bethel Presbyterian Church 

1944 - 1945 

The 'voma.n' s Auxiliary of' Bethel Church besc.n the wor. of the Lord 
this year with the following officers: 

President - Miss Margaret eesner 
Vice-President - Miss Mary Sue Scott 
Secretary - Miss Mary Sue Scott 
Treasurer - Miss Lula eesner 
Historian - Miss Lula \ eesner 

Secretaries of Causes 

Sec. Foreign Missions - Mrs. John Scott 
Sec. Home Missions- Mrs. f. J. Crawford 
Sec. C. E. & M. R. - Mrs. G. G. Christian 
Sec. Religious Education - Miss Lula Jeesner 
Sec. s. & P. Home Missions - Mrs. H. T. Agnew 
Sec. Spiritual Life - Mrs. E. P. Scott 
Sec. Literature - Mrs . L. L. larren 
Sec. Christian Social Service - Miss Margaret, eesner 

All of Smrnnerville, Georgia, Route 1. 

Other 1nembers not mentioned above are Miss Cordelia Nessner , Miss 
Eva Omberg, and Mrs. J.C. Crawford, who went to her reward Se tember 14. 

Mrs. Crawford i:1oved to our community from the South Broad church of 
Rome in 1912. She later joined our church and auxiliary and was a faith­
ful member until the time of her death - holding various offices and was 
often our Bible teacher. 

Mrs . .Agnes Kendrick Jarvis of Chattanooga joined our auxiliary in 
October, 1944, as an honorary member. l.Irs. Jarvis did this as a memorial 
to her ancestors, esuecially her father, George F. Kendrick and her aunt, 
Miss Clarissa A. Kendrick, both of ~hom were loyal member~ of Bethel 
Church. Her grandnarents , Mr. and NT.rs. Thomas Kendrick were charter 
members. 

The birthday P.arty was held in the ,veesner home in May with an 
anuronriate Drogram and offering. 

Later, Mrs. Agnew, our b. andP. Mission Secretary had a special 
urogram for that cause and an offering was taken. 

In the fall we read the hook, "So Many Peoole" by Dr. Fowle. 

There was a canvass made for the n:mergency Fund and. our quota of 
;40 .00 was raised. 

After Christmas, ,;e read "West of the DateLinen. Thisbook was re­
viewed at the home of :ri.xs. Johh ;:;cott, our loreign Mission &ecretary. .ve 
also observed the season of nrayer and self-denial 1'or this cause. 

A large ,portion of each meeting was given to Bible study, conducted 
by Mrs. H. T. Agnew. 
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Some of the most faithful membe_·s of the church are unable to at­
tend. ::;unday :school but it is being carried on by the Jeesner and Scott 
families, with E. P . Scott as superintendent . 

HThe harvest truly is great but the laborers are few . " 
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BETHEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Summerville, Georgia 

R.F.D.l 

Year of 1945-1946 

Bethel Presbyterian Church began the work of the Lord this year with 

the following officers: 1ruling Elders: William J. Crawford, Summerville, 

Rt. l; Thomas H. Gore, Summerville, Rt. 4; Selman I. Storey, Armuchee, Rt. 2. 

Active Deacons: John S. Jones, Summerville, Rt. l; John D. Scott, 

SUlllDlerville, Rt. 1. O'rganist, Miss Margaret Weesner. 

The "Rev. Harry Foster, pastor of the Summerville church continues to 

serve Bethel as supply - holding one service each month on the fourth Sunday 

afternoons. 

Bethel is entering her centennie.l year, having been organized in Oct­

ober 1846. (We expect to give a full account of this in next year's history.) 

We li..a.d a week of revival services the le.st week in July. The Rev. 

Leroy Obert of Trion did the preaching and was well received by the membership 

of our church. 

We _have much cause for rejoicing in that our young men have returned 

from war vd th out the 1 os s of one - even if some did come back wearing the 

Purple Heart. 

With E. P. Scott as superintendent we had fairly regular attendance at 

&unday School through the winter months, in spite cf the unusually muddy roads. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lula Wee sne r, Historian 



WOMAN'S AUXILIARY 
Bethel Presbyterian Church 

1945-1946 

The Woman• s Auxiliary of Bethel Church began the worlc of the Lord 

this year with the following officers: 

President: 
Vice Pres: 
Secretary: 
Tree.surer: 
Historian: 

Secretaries of causes: 

Miss 'Margaret Tfeesner 
Miss Mary Sue Scott 
Miss Ma.ry Sue Scott 
Miss Lula Weesner 
Miss Lula Weesner 

Sec. Foreign Missions: Mrs. John Scott 
Sec. Assembly's Home Mis: Mrs. W. J. Crawford 
Sec. C. E. and M. R.: Mrs. G. G. Christian 
Sec. Religious Education: Mrs. Lula Weesner 
Sec. S & P Home Missions: Mrs. H. T. Agnew 
Sec. Spiritual Life: Mrs. E. P. Scott 
Sec. Literature: Mrs. L. t. Warren 
Sec. Christian Social Service: Mrs. Margaret Weesner 

The Misses Weesner had the annual birthday party in their home in 

May with an appropri&te program and offering. 

Mrs. H. T. Agnew, secretary <£ S & P Home Missions, had the meeting 

in her home in June with a s~cial program and offering for this cause. 

In the fall we read the Home Mission study book and revie'\\ied it at a 

meeting of the auxiliary. The Home Mission secretaries were responsible for the 

offering ta.ken at the church for both the "Emergency Fund" and Thornwell Orphanage • 11 

Later we read the Foreign Mission study book and reviewed it at the 

home of Mrs. E. P. Scott. The offering was then ta~n. 

We vere sorry to lose Mrs. G. G. Christian, our secretary of C. E. and 

M. R. Mrs. Christian moved to Rome in Dec8!!1ber and has since suffered a stroke 

which disabled her. our meetings are nct; the same without her, because she could 

always see the "sunny side." 

our number is even less than last year, but our contributions have in- • 

creased from $75.00 last year to $96.00 this year. 



WOMAN'S AUXILIARY" --- BETHEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Sometimes we are tempted to give up, but when we remember that we were 

organized (as a missionary society) by the Rev. T. c. Crawford, some seventy or 

seventy-five years ago, we cannot afford to let the light go out even though it 

may seem dim. We are inspired to "press toward the mark for the prize of the 

high calling of God in Christ Jesus." (Phil. 3:14. 

R.espeotfully subnitted, 

Lula Weesner, Historian 



BETHEL CHURCH HISTORY 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 
Summerville, Georgia - R.F.D. 1 

1946 - 1947 

, Bethel Presbyterian Church began the work o! the Lord this year with 
the folla,ring officers: 

RULING EIDERS 

William J. Crawford., Route 1., Summerville, Georgia 
Thomas H. Gore, Route 4., Summerville, Georgia 
Selman I. Storey, Route 2, Armurchee., Georgia 

ACTIVE DEACONS 

John S. Jones, Route 1., Summerville, 0e0l"gia 
John D. Scott., Route 1, SU111118rville, Ge:>rgia 

ORGANIST 

Ki.es :Margaret Weesner., Route 1, Summerville, GeOl"gia 

This year marked the one hundredth anniversary of the organization 
of Bethel church and was a very eventful year in its history. 

The first church service of the year was Easter Sunday., April 21, 
1946. At this service two babies were christened. Samuel Orr Jones., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Jones and Joseph Henry Sanders, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ho L. 
Sanders. The former was a grandson or Samel E. Jones and Tecoa Crawford Jones., 
and a great grandson of the Rev. T. C. Crawf'ord who was the beloved pastor ot 
this church for thirty-eight years. The latter was a great-grandson and a 
great-great grandson of the same• 

In May it was our time to secure the speakers £or the commencement 
services of Gore High School. For this we cal.led on two of Bethel's own sons. 
Professor Paul King or Darlington School., Rome., made the Sun~ School address 
and the Rev. S. K. Dodson of Menlo preached the baccalaureate sermon. 

We quote from the minutes ot Cherokee Presbytery: 

"The Presbytery of Cherokee met on October 15, 1946, at 10:00 A.M. 
in Bethel church and joined that cllurch 1n the celebration o! its one hun­
dredth anniversaI"Y'• 

"Rev. 8. K. Dodson., a son ot Bethel church., was elected moderator. 

"Elder 11'. J. Crawford, Clerk of the Session of Bethel tor the past 
sixt7 years and representative to Presbytery was introduced. Kr. Crawford 
who is almost 90 years of age bears the unusual distinction o! being the son 
of the first pastor of Bethel., Rev. T. C. Crawford, and out of a remarkable 
memory gave interesting reminiscences covering BO years of the church's life. 
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"Elder T. H. Gore of Bethel welcomed the Presbytery in behalf or the congregation. Elder Walter Jones, or Dal ton, whose torbears were members of Bethel, responded for Presbytery-0 

"Resolved that the Presbytery of Cherokee by rising vote express to the Stated Supply, Rev. H. K. Foster, the Session, the Deacons and members of Bethel Church, and to the women especially, its pleasure 1n the hospitalit7 given to it at this fall meeting or 1946. 

"And that Presbytery express its congratulations to the Bethel Church upon the event or the centennial of the church and its good wishes for the second century of witnessing for Christ.• 

The church had its Centennial Anniversary service the fourth SUndq, October 24, which was very near if not the exact date of its organization • . Hl former members and friends of the church ware invited to this service, snd some droTe a good distance to attend. 

Prof. Paul King was again the speaker at the Sundq School hour and the Rev. s. K. Dodson preached the anniversary sermon. 

The afternoon speakers were the Rev. James F. 1rerrin, Superintendent of Home Missions in Cherokee Presbytery, and Dr. Irvine s. Ingram, President of West Georgia College. Dr. Ingram 1a a grandson of Capt. Irvine who was also an educator, a member of Bethel church and a teacher in Bethel Acadenor and at his death be was laid to rest 1n Bethel cemetery. 

We were blessed with "October's bright blue weather" tor this occasion as well as that or Presbytery, and dinner was served each time on an outdoor table near the church. 

There was an abundance of fall flowers and the church was decorated with gorgeous dahlias and chrysanthelllUllS. One beautiful arrangement or white chrysanthemums was brought by Mrs. Agnes Kendrick Jarvis 1n memorial of her grandmother, Mrs. Vartha Kendrick., and her aunt, lfiss Clarissa Kendrick. Mrs. Kendrick was a charter member of the church and "Kiss Clarissa" was a charter member of the Woman's Auxiliary. 

The Sunday School bad alre~ contributed towards buying new eymn books that are not yet off the press, and a number of visitors left money to buy- a hymn book or books that will be dedicated to the meJ10r;r of deceased relatives who were former members of Bethel church. 

E. ?. Scott continues as superintendent and secretary or the Sunday­
School. 



Histor;y or Woman's Work 
Bethel Presbyterian Church 

1946 - 1947 

The Woman's Auxiliary of Bethel church began the work or the Lord this year with the following officers: 

President - Miss llargaret Weesner 
Vice-President - Miss Mary Sue Scott 
Secretary - 1l:iss Mary Sue Scott 
Treasurer - !liss Lula Weesner 
Historian - Miss Lula Weesner 

SECRETARIES OF CAUSES 

Secretary of Foreign Kissions - Mrs. John Scott 
Secretary or Assemb~•s Home Kissions - Mrs. W. Jo Crawford 
Secretary c. E. & M. R. - Miss Lula Weesner 
Secretary or Religious Education - Miss Lula Weesner 
Secretary s. & P. Home ll:l.ssions - llrs. H. T. Agnew 
Secretary or Spiritual Lite - 1liss Eva Omberg 
Secretary of Christian Social Service - Kiss Margaret Weesner 

All are or Summerville, Georgia, Route 1. 

The annual birthday program and party was given in the Weesner home in 1l8i1 and the birthday offering was taken then. 

In J~ a special program on S & P Kissiom was given by our secretary, 
Mrs. H. T. Agnew, and a collection was taken for that cause. 

We also observed the season of' prayer and self-denial for both Home and Foreign llission and read both books. 

Rev. James F. Marrin., Superintendent of Home Missions in Cherokee Presbytery, was visiting in our community and he and his wife met with us at our November meeting. He made a talk on Home llissions. The church's quota 
was met for the Emergency !undo 

In February we read and reviewed Dr. Fulton's bo~, "Now is the Time" and took the offering for Foreign llissions. 

The church, Sunday School, and .Auxiliary each sent an ottering to 
Thornwell. 

We have used the "Guidebook for the Presbyterian Woman" and •I Want to Kno_. by Chaplain and llrs. McQueen and also studied the book of' Isaiah un-­
der the leadership of Mrs. H. T. Agnew. 

The women ot the Auxiliary are responsible for the up-keep or the church and grounde, and while we are few, only ten active members., we feel that we are a very necessary link between the home and the church. 



BETHEL CHURCH HISTORY 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 
Summerville, Georgia R.F.D. 1 

1947 - 1948 

-- --
Bethel Presbyterian Church began the work or the Lord this year with the 

following officers& • 

Ruling Elders 

William. J • Crawford, Route 1, Summerville, Georgia 
Thomas H. Gore., Route 4, Summerville, Georgia 
Selman I. Storey, Route 2, Armurchee, Georgia 

Active Deacons 

John s. Jones, Route 1, SU1DJ11erville, Georgia 
John D. Scott, Route 1, Summerville, Georgia 

Organist 

J4iss Margaret Weesner, Route l, Summerville, Georgia 

Rev. James F. Kerrin, Superintendent of Home Missions, met with us the 
fourth Sunday in April and it was decided that in order to have a morning ser­
vice and more pastoral calls, we would change to a student pastor for the sum­
mer months, but we were reluctant to give up the splendid messages of the Rev. 
Harry Foster, or the Summerville church. 

Keith Hill, just graduated !rom Presbyterian College, C8118 in the early 
summer and conducted two services each month, at Bethel and Walnut Grove, until 
September when he entered Columbia Seminary and gave up the work at Bethel. 

In the fall, Mr. Charles w. Browning and his wif'e came to take up the 
work at Bethel. Mr. Browning is a student at the Seminaey and comes only once 
each month for a morning service, but spends one night in the neighborhood and 
does some visiting. • 

In Februar;r, when he was sent to Euharlee, a Mr. Carty came in his 
place. 

Kr. and lfrs. Browning will come to Bethel only once more before moving 
to Cartersville to work there and at Euharlee during the summer. 

There were no revival services held during the year and no additions to 
the church. 

The fourth Sundq morning in Karch, Easter Sunday, the Rev. Harry K. 
Foster, of Sunmerville, came early, at 10:15, for a baptismal service at which 
time Carter Scott Everett, infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Everett was . 
christened. Scott is the fourth generation of this family to be connected with 
this church. 
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His great-grandfather, Jackson o. Scott, was a charter member, one of the 
first deacons, later an elder, and Clerk of the Session for a number of years. 

The church was beautifully decorated tor this service with the traditional 
Easter lilies and other potted plants loaned by the grandmother, Mrs. Susie 
Weesner Scott, who was unable to attend because of her atf'lictiono 

The church school is still being carried on by the Weesner and Scott fam­
ilies with what children they can pick up 1n the neighborhood. 

E. P. Scott is superintendent or the Sunday School. 

History- of Woman I s Work 
Bethel Presbyterian Church 

1947 - 1948 

The Woman's Auxiliary of Bethel Church began the work of the Lord this 
year with the following ofticerss 

President - Miss Margaret Weesner 
Vice-President - Miss Mary- Sue Scott 
Secretary - 111.ss Mary Sue Scott 
Treasurer - Miss Lula Weesner 
Historian - Miss Lula Weesner 

Secretaries of Causes 

Secretary or Foreign Missions - Mrs. John Scott 
Secretary of Assembly's Home Mies ions - Mrs. W. J. Crarlord 
Secretary or C. E. & M. R. - Miss Mary Sue Scott 
Secretary of Religious Education - Miss Lula Weesner 
Secretary of S. & P. Home Missions - Mrs. H. T. Agnew 
Secretary- of Spiritual Lite - Miss Eva Omberg 
Secretary- or Christian Social Service - Miss Margaret Weesner 

(All or Route l, Summerville, Georgia) 

The Woman 1 s Auxiliary continues to function as the connecting link between 
the homes of the congregation and the church. 

There are only ten active members and each has some part in carrying on the 
work of the Kingdom. 

The annual Birthd!iY party, with a program, was given in May and a contri­
bution for the three-fold objective was taken. 
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Another program. was given in June concerning Synodical and Presb)'terial 
Home Missions and a special collection was taken for this cause. 

We met our quota for White Cross work in September and collected the 
Blessing Box money. The Secretary of Religious Education cal.led attention to 
this work also. 

We read and reviewed the Home Miesion study" book, •From the Past to the 
Present", and a collection was taken. for Assembly's Home )(issions. 

In December, Miss Mary SUe Scott, our Secretary of lfiniaterial Relief, 
directed a most interesting Christmas program, •The Light of Life", which in­
cluded a number of carols and a candle lighting service o The Joy Gift was 
taken at the close o! this service. 

The Foreign Mission Study" was directed by Jlrs. John Scott. lre used the 
book, "New World Ahead", by David D. Baker and every member of the Auxiliary 
was present for the review of this book. An offering was taken for this cause 
also. 

The intensive Bible stuey- or the Book of Matthew was conducted by Mrs o 
H. T. Agnew at each monthly meeting. We also used the Guide Book and nery 
member subscribes for and reads the •survey•. 



BETHRL 

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 
AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

1948 - 1949 

Bethel church began the work of the Lord this year with the same 
officers ae formally, but early in the church year John S. Jones was elected 
elder and E. P. Scott deacon. 

These officers were ordained by the Rev. James F. Merrin on the 
fourth Sunday in May, May 2J, 1948. 

This gives us four lders1 

Retired 

Thomas H. Gore 
William J. Craw! ord 

Deacons 

E. P. cott 
John D. Scott 

Active 

John S. Jones 
, . I. Storey 

Mr. Kerrin served the church through the summer and conducted a 
revival in August. During and after the revival th re were five additions 
to the church: 

Edna Warren and Kathryn Manning b7 profession, and 
Mrs. E. P. Scott, Jr., and Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Swords by letter. 

Beginning in October, the church has been served by Warren Beale 
and his faithful wife of Columbia Seminary. He has also been holding ser­
vices at Silver Hill. 

Miss Mildred Snyder of Mariet a hel~ed Mr. rrin make a survey 
of Silver Hill community in November and he later organized a Sunday School 
there. 

The Sunday School at Bethel is small but carries on faithfully. 

a nd On t he nex t page you will f ind a picture of the church 
. ce1:1e tery as they a re today, ,.a rch 1949. With th · 
is a biog r aphy of Mr •• Witlia.m Crawf or e picture 
pasto r of Bethel church from 1847 to f as; ~nF~~ : ;v.T.C.Crawford, 
Crawford ha s been an Eld er i n Bethe l Preab t e . years r . Wm . 

battendedd fservt~ces regularly until just r;c~ntf~a~h~~~f~ ~~~rhi·nags 
ec0me e ec ive. 

Lula Weesner- Hi stor i an 
Be thel Pr esbyteri an Church 

I 



Bethel Pre~~yterianChurch 
Chattoog~ ':~ 1.,,.1ty Georgia 
Summerville, cute 1 
Cherokee resbytery 

Organized October 241 1846 
Rev.T.C.Crawford pastor 
for 38 years. 

1847-1885 

For 63 years, Mr. Crawford has 
been an Elder in the Bethel • "' Presbyterian Church, and at-Thursday, March 10, 1,.49 tended services regularly until 

-T-HE SUMMERVILLE. NEWS his hearing became defective. 
Mrs. Crawford displayed a 

Bible, whose frayed edges and 
torn leaves told of it's constant 
usage, and pointed out the fine 
print which Mr. Crawford is able 
to read. 

-- -- - --------:-----------

Mr. Crawford, 91,Moves 
For First Time in Life 

1 Ninety - one year old William 
Crawford moved this year for 
the first time in his life. 

A recent physical check - up 
indicated, Mrs. Crawford said, 
that he was in fine condition 
witli the exception of one leg 
which has been lame since child­

Mr. Crawford, who says he 
finds doing nothing "the hard­
est job" he ever had, left the 
old Crawford home place in 
Gore last January to reside in 
Summerville. 

"He didn't wan:. w move," 
confides winsome Mrs. Crawford 
"because he wanted to die on the 
place just as his father did. But 
we just had to get closer in and 
our nephews, John Jones and 
Crawford Bailey, have just been 
wonderful taking care of us 
here." 

Mr. Crawford was a member 
of a family of seven boys and 
three girls. Four of the boys are 
still living and those deceased 
lived beyond 70. None of the sis­
ters are living. 

The Crawford place is.. locat­
ed south of Tidings and Mr. 
Crawford says he believes the 
house was built in 1842 or 1843. 
His father brought his first wife 
there from North Carolina. The 
first Mrs. Crawford and their 
child never survived a typhoid j 
epidemic, and the story is•popu­
lar in the Crawford family of 
her father's return here from 
North Carolina three months 
after the death and taking the 
body back in a two-horse wagon. 

Mr. Crawford, whose name 
was Thaddeous Constintine, 
then married a Gore girl and 
became a pastor of the Bethel 
Presbyterian 0hurch. • 

The younger Mr. Crawford re- hood. 
calls his father telling of riding The dfawfords have be en a horse and leading a horse to married for 38 years and al­the home of his prospective though they have no children bride where the ceremony was to I they find their nephews are as take place. After the marriage, attentive and considerate as any the new Mrs. Crawford rode the children could be. Before her horse back to the Crawford marriage, Mrs. Crawford was place which was a distance of Alice Henderson. 
about four miles. Many Chcin[les 

1 "They both lived right between "A lot of things have changed mountains, but it was some dis- in Summerville since I first tance apart," Mr. Crawford said. came here 77 years ago," de­
There used to be a post office clares Mr. Crawford. "There was in that section, and it was call- a hotel where Chattooga Mer­ed Dirttown, but since that name cantile is now and a Branner wasn't very appealing it was Store was located at the present changed to Kartah, which has site of the Jackson Drug Store." the same meaning. Mr. Crawford has never been 

Recalls War 
1 farther away from Chattooga Having been born in 1858, Mr. County than when he attended Crawford can recall the War be- Davidson College, Davidson, N. tween the States. C. 

"I was just a chap then, but "I got sight of Virginia," he things like that are stamped in- said, "but just never did actual­to your memory so that even ly get into the state. I have been youngsters don't forget. It in Alabama and Tennessee wasn't so much the Yankees that though." 
bothered us as it was our own Mr. Crawford retired from boys. They killed our hogs, took farming several years ago, but at our horses and killed every the age of 86 he was plowing. 
chicken but one." ''I really didn't quit until just He told of standing with an a year or two ago, if you call old darkey on a roadside and milking, feeding hogs and chick­watching a portion of Sherman's I ens farming," he said. 
army go down the road. During young manhood, Mr. 

As for himself, Mr. Crawford I Crawford pursued two occupa­has never been in combat, nor tions. that of farming and was his father, having been a teaching school. 
minister. _____ ~J____ 



BETHEL 

HISTORY OF THE WORK 
OF THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

19LB - 19L9 

We continued the work with the same officers as last year except 
during the latter part of the year wh n Mrs. W. J. Crawford moved to Summer­
ville she asked rs. Henry T. Agnew to take over the work of Secretary of 
Assembly's Home Missions. 

We observed all special days and seasons and contributed to all 
causes, also sent clothes overseas. 

The meetings wer, held part or the time with the varioue members, 
but more than half the time we met with Jlrs. E. P. Scott, Sr., and her dau­
ghter, Miss Kary sue Scott, because Mrs. Scott was unable to go other places 
and her daughter could not leave her. Now, as always 1 they put the work of 
the church first. 

Mrs. H. T. Agnew taught the Book of Exodus. 

Our president, Miss Margaret eesner, represented us at presbyterial 
at Trion, at the group conference in SUJ1J11erville, and the executiv board 
meeting in Rome. 



HISTORY OF THE CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

1949 - 1950 

Bethel began the work o:f the Lord this year with the same 
officers as :formerly, 

Retired 

w. J. Crawford. 
Thomas H. Gore 

Elders 

Deacons 

John c. Craw:ford. 

A.ctive 

John A.. Jones 
S. I. Storey 

E. P. Scott 
John D. Scott 

The Rev. Warren Beale was suppzy- pastor until he went back 
to the Seminary- in September. Since that time we have been supplied 
by the Rev. James F. Kerrin., Superintendent of Home Missions, and 
students Beal.a., Healey and Frank Wilkinson. 

Bethel sponsored a Daily Vacation Bible School at Silver 
Hill and Mr. and Mrs. Beale taught in the one sponsored by the Baptist 
Churches at Gore High School. They were assisted at Silver Hill by 
Misses Cinthia Kerrin., Kate Brewer and Cordelia Weesner. 

We had an all-day-meeting with dinner-on-the-ground at 
Bethel the fifth Sunday in Juq. The congregations at Sardis and 
Walnut Grove were invited. There was a meeting for the men of these 
Churches in the afternoon. There had been regular meetings for the 
men of this group all summer. 

We had a weeks meeting the last o:f August with the Rev. 
Robert Smith of Cedartown doing the preaching. Mr. Smith was a 
:forceful speaker and held his audience spellbound. A school bus 
operated each night greatly increased the size of the congregation. 

The Sundq School has carried on f'aithful.ly throughout the 
year with E. P. Scott as Superintendent. 



BNl'HEL 

HISTORY OF THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

1949 - 1950 

The Women of the Church started out with the same officers 
and secretaries as the year before. 

Miss Margaret Weesner 
Mrs. John D. Scott 
Miss Mary Sue Scott 
Miss Lula Weesner 

President 
Vice President 
Secretar,r 
Treasurer and 

Historian 

We observed the birthday in Uq and all special seasons of 
study and prayer for the various causes. 

We filled our quota for White Cross work, sent "Pieces for 
Peace" and bundles of clothes overseas. 

Mrs. H. T. Agnew taught the Book of John but was stricken 
in Febru.ar:r and was not able to teach the concluding chapters. Vrs. 
Agnew is a faithful teacher and spends much time in preparation. 

We lost one of our most faithful :members when Mrs. Susie 
Weesner Scott, wife of the late E. P. Scott, Sr., went to her reward 
Sunda;y morning, July 24, 1949, at the age of 70 years. 

She had suffered long and patient~ but had never lost 
interest in the work of the Kingdom. We were always assured of her 
preyers and financial S11pport in any undertaking. She taught a class 
in Sundey' School and attended the Women's Meetings as long as she was 
able and even served on committees after she was bedfast. 

She is survived by four sons, four daughters and one grand­
son who rise up to call her blessed. 

•I cannot aq - I will not sa:y 
That she 1s dead - She is just awey 1 
With a oheer,r smile, and a wave of the hand 
She has wandered into an unlmown 1ruJi 
And left us dreaming how very fair 
It needs must be, since she lingers there." 



BETHEL 

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

1950 - 1951 

After the history- was written for last church year, our 
oldest and most beloved elder, Mr. William J. Crawford, passed to 
his reward March 19, 1950, at the age of 92 years. 

He was the son of the Rev. T. C • Crawford, first pastor 
o:f Bethel Church. He was a life-long member of this church and served 
as Clerk of the Session for more than fifty years. He also served as 
Superintendent of the SundBiY School and was teacher of the ~dult Bible 
Class for a number of years. His teaching was most valuable because 
he ,ms an ardent Bible scholar and had a most unusual memory• He passed 
on to his class much valuable history and sound doctrine of the Christian 
faith and teachings of the Presbyterian Churcho In his young manhood he 
studied at Davidson College and later was a public school teacher. 

He lived in his father• s old home in Dirttovm Valley ninety­
one (91) years, moving to SUmmerville just one year be£ore his death 0 
He and his hospitable wife, the former Miss Alice Henderson, kept this 
old home open to a:rJ3' minister who served Bethel Church. 

This year marked the passing of tlt'O other sons of this famil,yt 
Mr. Robert N. Crawford, Sr., or Jqerl,y who died Feh. JI:., /f.s-d and Mr. 
John c. Crawford, a retired deacon of Bethel Church, who died November 22, 
1950. This leaves only one of this large and long-lived family, Vr. 
George Crawford of Swmnerville. 

The remaining officers are, 

Elders 
Retired 

Thomas H. Gore 

Deacons 

John D. Scott 
E. P. Scott 

Active 

Selman I. Storey 
Johns. Jones 

Mr. Johns. Jones is Clerk of the Session, taking the place 
or his uncle, llr. William J. Crawford. 
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The church is fortunate in securing the services of one o:t 
Bethel's own sons, the Rev. Samuel K. Dodson, as pastoro He took up 
his work in this field the first of June and was installed the second 
SUil<iq night in JuJJ', July 9, 1950. 

This service was an unusua111" impressive one, conducted by 
the Rev• James F. Merrin, Superintendent of Home Missiono He was 
assisted by the Rev. Atkinson, Chaplain of Battey State Hospital, Dr. 
Wilcox or Darlington School, and the Rev. Harry- Foster of the SuJilmerville 
Church. Special IIDlsic was furnished by Mrs. John D. Ta;ylor 0£ Summerville 
and Miss Anna Sue Gamble of Chattanooga, a granddaughter or Bethel. 

In J~ Mr. Dodson and some members of Bethel Church sponsored 
a Daily Vacation Bible School at Silver Hill. Those helping Mr. Dodson 
were Misses Mildred Center and Mary Powell, turnished by the Home )fission 
Department, and Miss Cordelia \Veesner and Kathryn Manning of Bethel. 

Mr. Dodson conducted a revival meeting at Bethel the last 
week in August. 

When the Thanksgiving Season came around, we were indeed 
thankful that we had at last been able to get a power line by the 
cl:mrcb and had the old lamps wired for electricity. This marked a 
new era in the history- o! this old church. 

When Foreign Mission Season ca.me and we reviewed the book, 
"A Story to Tell," we ,~ere able to show a soum picture depicting 
conditions in Japan since its occupation by the United States. 

Late last year Vr. Johns. Jones was elected Superintendent 
of the Sunday School. He is following in the footsteps of his uncle, 
John A. Jones, and his rather, Samuel E. Jones, who served for Jllal\Y 
years in this capaci.ty. 

E. P. Scott was retained as Secretar.r and Treasurer of the 
Sw:da;y School and was also responsible for getting the church and 
lamps wired tor electricity at a cost or One Hundred Dollarso 



BETHEL 

HISTORY OF THE WORK OF THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

1950 - 1951 

OUr munber has been d1ro:hrished and weakened by illness, 
but we refuse to disband and have carried on with the same officers 
we had last year. 

Because of illness in her home our president, Miss 
Margaret Weesner, was unable to attend Pres"t:uterial or Group 
Conference. 

Mrs. H. T. Agnew was not able to attend any of the 
meetings except in her own home but taught the lesson from the 
Book of Hebrews when 198 met with her. At other ti.mes it was 
taught, by Miss Lula Weesner. 

We had the Birthday Party in May and observed Sell Denial 
Week for both Home and Foreign Missions. We read and reviewed two 
books, "The Changing South" and "A Story to Tell.• 

We filled our quota for White Cross Work and sent packages 
overseas, but our best work was l'fith the underpriviledged and 
unfortunate families in our midst. Many garments were collected 
and distributed. A number of children were outfitted that otherwise 
could not have gone to school. 
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BETHEL 

HISTORY OF BETHEL CHURCH 

19$1 - 19,2 

The work of the Kingdom ,rent forward in this Church during the 
spring and sunmer under the pastoraie of the Rev. S. K. Dodson. 

The last week in August lfr. Dodson was assisted in a revival 
meeting by- the Rev. Leroy Obert of Trion. Mr. Obert•s messages were sincere 
and timely. The congregations were the largest we have had in several years. 
One young lady, Shirley Holt, united with the Church. 

We failed to mention in last year's history that Elizabeth Sanders, 
infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Sanders, was baptized in this Church 
on Easter S~ 1950 by- Rev. Harr;r Foster of the Swmnerville Church. 
Elizabeth is t~ 1g¥6cidaughter o:f the late Mr. and Mrs. Samu.el E. Jones and 

" the great granddaughter of the Rev. and Mrs. T. c. Crawford., and bears the 
_:-a,->-oilr: name of hep great grandmother Crawford.. 
-1. 

We had Miss Mar.r Dodson, sister of the pastor, as our guest speaker 
the second Sundq night in J~. 11:l.ss Dodson joined Bethel Church when she 
was a child and before she moved with her family to Texas. After graduating 
from college she went to Korea and worked there as a missionary- for almost 
forty years. She was detained for some time in a prison camp but was i'ina~ 
released and allowed to come home on the ship in June 1951. She 
was ver;r JIil.ch concerned about world affairs and especially' about the Christians 
in Korea who ,rere so faithful to her and to the God she served. She exorted 
us to humble ourselves and pray ld.thout ceasing. 

Kr. Dodson resigned in September to go to Hamburg, .Arkansas. It 
was with regret that we accepted his resignation. He had done his work well. 
11.l workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of tNth.• 
He was highly esteemed by- ever,- member of the congregation from the oldest 
to the youngest. 

We were without a pastor for two months until a call was extended 
to the Rev. William L. Kerrin of Bristol, Virginia. He and bis family moved 
to ~erly in December and he took up the work at Bethel, preaching fourth 
Sunday morning's and second Suniay night'•• So far as we know he is the 
first Presby-terian minister to live in this little town. 

THE CHURCH SCHOOL 

The Sunday School continues to function with Mr. Johns. Jones as 
superintendent and Mr. E. P. Scott as secretarr and treasurer. The attendance 
is small but has increased some in numbers during the past year. Beside& 
contributing to other causes., the Sund.a,- School had the organ rebuilt last 
swmner which improved the music. 



THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

The Women ot the Church have managed to hold together and keep 
functioning in spite of many difficulties. 1liss Margaret Weesner, president., 
has worked taithf'ul.l1' on and was able to attend Group Conference and Board 
Meeting. 

We observed the seasons of prayer and selt-d.enial for both home 
and foreign missions. The foreign mission books 11ere revie'Wlld at the Church 
on Sunday- night with the young people taking part in "He Wore an Orchid"., 
snd Mr. and lfrs. Marrin gave "The Americas - North and South." 

We a1so contributed to the other specia1 causes and met our quota 
of White Cross supplies. 

Mrs. Kerrin taught the Book ot James. 

There is no young people's organization., but the Women of the 
Church helped send Ka.thr,yn Vanro ng to the Young Peoples Conference at 
Shorter College. 

OUTPOST MISSIONS 

The annual D~ Vacation Bible School at Silver Hill was sponsored 
by- our Church again this year in July. Mr. Dodson was assisted by his sister., 
Miss llar;r Dodson., Miss Ann Broom of Da1ton., and Miss Cordelia Weesner and 
Kathryn Manning of Bethel. The attendance was good and parents came for the 
picnic supper and commencement exercises. Mr. J. F. Merrin was guest speaker. 



HISrORY OF BEl'HEL CHURCH 

1952 - 1953 

The .vork of the Lord was carried on this year under the guidance of 
the pastor, the Rev. Will L. Marrin, and his wife. 

I 

After the death of his wife, our senior elder, Mr. Thomas H. Gore, 
went to Texas to live with his sons. l'his leaves us with two resident elders: 
Mr. s. I. Storey and Johns. Jones; two deacons: E. P. and John D. Scott. 

Mr. Merrin was installed pastor at the beginning of the church year. 
His brother, Rev. James F. Merrin, Superintendent of Home Mission, was in 
charge of the service and was assisted by the Rev. Harry Foster and elder 
M. M. Allen of the Summerville Church and the Rev. Leroy Obert and elder w. B. 
3immons of Trion. 

The Session secured the Rev. Robert Smith of Cedartown to conduct 
a series of revival services the last week in August. This was the second 
meeting Mr. Smith had conducted at Bethel and he was welcomed by not only 
the members of this Church but neighboring Churches as well. 

We continue to have services each fourth Sunday morning and second 
Sunday night. World Communion was observed the first Sunday night in October. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Sunday School continues to function with Mr. John s. Jones, 
superintendent; E. P. Scott, secretary,; and Misses Margaret and Lula Weesner 
and Miss Mary Sue Scott, teachers. Mrs. John Scott and Mr. and Mrs. ~rrin 
were substitute teachers. 

The Merrins and Miss Margaret Weesner have worked in an outpost 
Sunday School at Silver Hill. Miss Margaret Weesner is the faithful. organist 
at both places. 

For the first time in history, we had the Daily Vacation Bible 
School at Bethel. This was brought about by a shift in population. 1.'fe had 
been doing the same work at Silver Hill for a number of years. Mr. and Mrs. 
1l:errin were at the head of the school with the support of several other 
workers who helped with teaching and transportation. 'i'he last night we 
served a picnic supper just before the closing exercise. 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

The Women of the Church are carrying on with the same officers as 
last year. Our Group Chairman., Mrs. John Bankson, met with us in Aprilo 
Mrs. Merrin represented us at Presbyterial, and :Mrs. Marrin and Miss Margaret 
Weesner attended Group Conference at Ringgold. Mrs. mrrin taught Colossians 
at each monthly meeting. 



Mr. and Mrs. James F. Marrin, of Rockmart, crone to the Church 
Easter Sunday night and showed slides of the work at Stillman College, 
also pictures of Sunday School extension. Our negro neighbors were invited 
to see the work at Stillman and filled one row of pews. They sang two 
selections by themselves, then all joined in singing "At the Cross. 11 A 
prayer was led by Rev. Will Barber, pastor of the Negro Church. 

At our regular Birthday Meeting in May, we took an offering for 
these causes. 

We studied "Frontiers of Hope" by Charles Gibbony during the Home 
Mission season and ''Led in Triumph" by Ethel Taylor Wharton was our Foreign 
Mission study. This book was reviewed at Church one Sunday night. An offering 
was taken for both causes. We also filled our quota for White Cross work. 

YOUID PEOPIE 

The Young People were organized at the beginning of the church year 
and met each S'\lllday night at the Church. Kathryn Manning, whanthe Women of 
the Church have been sending to Yo'llllg Peoples Conference at Shorter, made an 
excellent president and leader. Their organization gave the Christmas pageant. 



HISrORY OF BErHEL CHURCH 

The work of the Lord was carried an at Bethel with the same pastor 
and officers as last year, but owing to the change in the church year to 
correspond with the calendar year we 1ve had only nine months and many 
handicaps. 

The pastor, Rev. w. L. Marrin, had a very serious throat condition 
that necessitated an operation and this hindered his work both before and 
after the operation. 

Rev. Robert Smith of Cedartown conducted our revival services in 
the summer beginning the :fourth Sunday in July. This was the third meeting 
that Mr. Smith had conducted at Bethel and in that time he has endeared 
himself to the people o:f this community of all denominations. 

Our organist, Miss Margaret Weesner, was unable to play :for these 
services but we were very fortunate to have Mrs. Arthur Cummings of the 
Unity Baptist Church to play for us. 

World Camm.mi.on Day was observed in October. 

The Church School 

The Sunday School continues to function with Mr. Jolm s. Jones 
as superintendent. No large numbers but a few faithful ones refuse to give 
up. Every year we have one or more transient families whose children are 
taught and whose lives are brightened and blessed as they pass this way. 

The Wanen of the Church 

This organization had the same officers as last year. 

The president, Miss :Margaret Weesner, attended Presbyterial at 
Menlo in April and we started the year with high hopes. 

Mrs. w. L. Merrin taught the :first bible study from Mark at our 
circle meeting in April but was in an automobile wreck on her way to 
Presbyterial and was not able to resume her work for some time. About the 
time she was able to come back, our president was sticken and our meetings 
have been very irregular this year. 



• A a brou to the church in whe l chair t 
ourth S in o r and a p view of the Ho aion stuey 

book, 11 r. 11 

h no o opl 
Church" sent K thryn - -•.i..~..1~ to Shor r Coll 
Confer noe. 11 Kathryn briri s back 
b-1 the faculty each y ar. 



Hist ORY OF BETHEL CHURCH 

1954 

The work of the Lord was carried on this year under the 
leadership of the same pastor, Rev. Will L. Merrin, and with the 
same officers as last year. 

During the year Bethel's senior elder, Mr. Thomas H. Gore, 
entered his final rest at the home of a son in Texas. Mr. Gore was 
the last of his line, and Bethel lost a devoted and faithful. officer., 
a man stro~in the faith and true to the cause of Christ and His 
Church. 

Mr. Merrin preaches each second Sunday night and fourth 
Sunday morning. He secured his brother., Rev. James F. Merrin of 
Roclanart, to conduct revival services in August. 

Two students from Columbia Seminary., Mr. Charles Stowe 
and B. c. Cole, came to Bethel the second Sunday night in February 
and conducted a service stressing the work of foreign missions. 

S".mday School 

The Sunday School has been carried on with the same 
superintendent, Mr. John s. Jones., and with the same teachers and 
organist. 

The Vacation Bible School was held in the Gore School 
building with the four churches of the valley, Pleasant Grove and 
Unity Baptist., Methodist Bethel and Bethel Presbyterian, taking part. 
There were three or more teachers from each church. Our pastor, Mr. 
W. L. Merrin, was superintendent and Mrs. Bernard Storey of Unity 
was the assistant superintendent. The enrolJJllent was 107. 

Wanen of the Church 

''rhe Women of the Church" have carried on under difficulty 
with sickness and other valid excuses. 

We., too, have lost a loyal and fai thf'ul member with the 
passing of Mrs. Mary Omberg Agnew. She was loyal to her family, her 
church and her God. 



Her last act the Sunday that she was sticken was to 
write a letter to the church assuring us or her interest and 
prayers, even though she was unable to attend. This letter was 
read at her funeral. "She being dead yet speaketh. '1 

Mrs • .Agnew was an ardent Bible student and taught the 
Bible at the circle meetings for the "Women or the Church." 



HI3rORY OF BETHEL PRESBY'T13;RIAN CHURCH 

1955 

The work of the Lord has been carried on this year with 
the same pastor and officers as last year. 

The revival meeting was conducted in March by the Rev. 
Ja.'lles Mann of Ninsboro, North Carolinao Mr. Mann was a forceful 
speaker and held his audience spellbound. 

Rev. 9.Ild Mrs. Frank McElroy, representatives of the 
Presbyterian Home at Quitman, were at Bethel the fourth Sunday in 
June and he preached at the eleven o1clock service. Saturday 
afternoon before, Mr. McElroy put up attractive signboards pointing 
to the Church., 

Mr. James Marks and Dr. William Martin of the Summerville 
Church visited Bethel at a Sunday night service to stress steward­
ship and we promised to increase our gifts to benevolence. 

There has been a great deal said about the "Larger Parish" 
but there has been nothing done about it. 

Ben Neesner, a son of Bethel Church, died at York, labama, 
iugust 27, and was buried in the Shorts Churchyard near there., He 
joined Bethel while young and served as secretary of the Sunday 
School for a number of years. 

There is no Young People's Organization in the Church nOff 
but two students, Richard Merrin and Kathryn Manning, gave reports 
the fourth Sunday in December of the work they are engaged in in their 
respective schools. The celebration of the Lord1s Supper ~ae observed 
at the close of this service., 

The Church School 

The Sunday School meets regularly if sometimes with small 
numbers. Mr. John Jones continues as superintendent and Miss Margaret 
Weesner as the faithful organisto 



Miss Medlin, a field worker in the Synod of Georgia, did 
some work in this County during the summer. She held several 
meetings preparatory to the Vacation Bible School which was held in 
the Gore School building by the four churches of this yalley. 

Our pastor, Rev. w. L. Merrin, was superintendent and the 
helpers .from Bethel were Mrs. John s. Jones, Misses Margaret Weesner, 
Shirley Holt and Kathryn Manning. There was an average daily 
attendance of 100. 

The Women of the Church 

The Women of the Church have survived another year with the 
exception of one: Miss Eva Omberg went to her eternal reward on the 
last day of the year 1955. She was indeed a virtuous woman - strong 
in her faith and convictions and the last of three generations to 
belong to this Church. Her grandfather, Milas Bailey; her mother, 
Mrs. Maggie Bailey Cmberg; and her Aunt Letitia Bailey, who reared 
and taught her, and her sister, Mrs. Mary Omberg A.gnew, deceased. 

Miss Omberg represented the Women of the Church at Presbyterial 
in Cedartown in the fall and attended the last meeting of her own Circle. 
She was very fitly Secretary of Spiritual Life and had also assumed 
the duties of her sister as Secretary of Church Extension. 

In spite of many interruptions and handicaps, the Women of 
Bethel Church had a very successful year from a financial standpoint 
and look forward to the New Year with faith and courage, believing 
that "All things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them that are the called according to His purpose." 

Lula Weesner - Historian. 



HJ:Sr ORY OF BETHEL CHURCH 

1956 

The Rev .. W. L. Merrin continues as pastor of Bethel Church with 
the same officers and appointments, preaching each fourth Sunday morning 
and second Sunday night. 

We had one visiting minister in the sUillJOOr while Mr. Jlerrin and 
his family were vacationing in California. The Rev. Mr. Andrews, a son of 
the Cedartown Church, preached for us. This was Mr. Andrews• second visit 
to Bethel and "The people heard him gladly." 

The year marked the pass:ing of the two oldest ruembers of the 
Church: Miss Cordelia Weesner 87 and Mrs. William J. Cra-wford 84 years old. 

"Miss Delia" joined this Church during her adolescent years under 
the pastorate of the Rev. T. C. Crawford and cherished the memory of his 
visits as long as she lived. Her favorite work was in outpost Sunday Schools 
at Shackelton, a mining town, Silver Hill and various other places., Sometimes 
in the openo She loved little children, nature and nature's God. 

Mrs. Alice Henderson Crawford came to Bethel the bride of Elder 
William J. Crawford and put her letter in the Church with her husband. They 
lived in the old home of the Rev. T. c. Crawford and., until they moved to 
Summerville shortly before the death of Mr. w. J. Crawford, there was always 
a prophet's chamber and a warm welcome for any minister who served or visited 
the Churcho 

:Mrs .. Crawford was instrumental in changing the women• s organization 
from the "Missionary Society" to the ''Woman's Auxiliary" which is now ''The 
Women of the Church." 

The Church School 

The Church School continues to operate under the leadership of 
Mr. John s. Jones lri.th only one change in teachers. Mrs. John S. Jones is 
now teaching the juniorso 

The Bethel School joined with the Unity Baptist Church in their 
Daily Vacation Bible School. Mrs. Jones was one of the instructors and 
Mrs. Henry Everett helped with transportation and refreshments. 



The Women of the Church 

The omen of the Church, with the smallest number of active 
women, made the largest contribution to benevolence they have ever made. 
We observed as many special days and seasons as possible, but not all. We 
did contribute to all causes and filled our quota for Vlhite Cross work. 

Our Bible Study was based on "Bible Homes and Family Life Today" 
by Caro]sn and 1¥:i.lliam Wardo Since each lesson was a separate unit, we 
took turns teaching t,he lessons and leading the discussion. This proved 

very satisfactoryo 

Lula Weesner, Historian. 



HISl' ORY OP' THEL CHURCH 

1957 

The work of the Lord was c rried on in this place \ll'lder the 
loader hip of the Rev. illiam L. rrin the first half' or t.h year. 
He retir d the last of June and ent to live near his ch· dr n in 
H rd, California, lat r movin to a d ughter t Tacoma, ashi ton. 

As a token of appreciation for his faithful s rvic to the 
Church., he received s1batantial girt. at the closi a rvice. 

He was appointed as a delegate to the G n raJ. As mbly which 
t in Birmin ham., Alabam ., and " in sion tho :fourth ,...und y in 

Y• 

In his ab nee., had h-. atson from Columbia ~ min ry 
to pr aoh for us. He w s a forceful s aker and an excellent le d r 
in the song oorvice. This was enjoy d by everyone present - both 
old and youn. 

During th months or July and Au st., had a • ilk reon 
of Richmond, Virginia. He was student fro Training chool ther 
and a pupil of Dr. James Sydnor., • ni ter of sic and on or our 
beloved Dr. G. G • eydnor, former pastor of R e I s First Church and a 
frequent visitor and staunch fri nd of Beth 1. 

For the onth of f'.epte ber and October., w had yotmg 
couple from Columbi minary., • and • Charles omack. • omaok 
is a is'ng mb r of the t" nior Class and she i truly his helpmeet • 

• Rob rt Pooley, Jr • ., Secretary of Cherok o Presbytery, 
c to us in ovember and Dece r. Th celebration of th Lord I s 
Supper was observed in vember and in Dec mber plan for calli a 
pastor wer discussed. 

The Ch ch chool is tioning under tho 1 dership o:r 
descendants of he Jones., Crawford., Scott and eesner families, who 
h vi been carrying on this work for mor th a century. 

The omen of the Church are truly the co ct·ng link 
betwe n the home nd the Church. i th one s 11 circl , had our 
Bihle . tudy I obso:r d th cial days and aeons and contributed 
to all benevolent cau e. The Women or the Church sponsored the drive 
!or the Presbyterian urvey and made it one h\ll'ldred per cent. 



HisrORY OF BETHEL PRESBY')' 'R.IAN C:m.JRCH 

1958 

The work of the Lord was carried on this year with the same 
officers as formerly. 

Elders: John S. Jones 
s. I. Storey 

D3acons: E. P. Scott 
John D. Scott 

The pulpit was supplied the first three months by a different man 
each fourth Sunday. 

The speaker in January was Mr. T. A. Geraldson, Bible teacher at 
Berry Schools, and he was indeed a Bible teachero 

The Rev. Robert Pooley, Jr., Secretary of Cherokee Presbytery, 
ca.me in February and, after preaching a very forcef'ul sermon, had a 
congregational meeting and made final arrangements for us to call Rev. Roy 
Gwaltney of Trion as a suppl.y pastor. 

Rev. Kirk Nesbit, a classmate of Bernard Storey, preached for 
us in March. Mr·. Nesbit works in the Presbyterian Center at Georgia Tech. 

The Rev. Roy Gwaltney began his work as pastor in April, preaching 
each second and for1rth Sunday mornings at nine o'clock. This is a very 
unusual hour for a country church and has both advantages and disadvantages. 
It gives us preaching twice a month in the morning but at an hour that is 
very inconvenient for most country peopleo It works better in the summer 
than in the winter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Everett were responsible for getting gas heaters 
installed in the early .fallo This added to the comfort of the congregation 
and is a "far cry" from the heating systems of early days. (This was done at 
a cost of $350000 and this a.mount was raised in .fifteen minutes or less time.) 

The first church erected in 1847 was a log building that stood just 
east of the present building and had a rock chimney and an open fire. The 
present building., which was erected before the Civil War and remodeled after 
the War., had no heat at all until a Rome concern gave the congregation two 
box heaters in/'612 • Until then they would build up a big bonfire outdoors 
and warm before going in for services. A few of the older ladies had charcoal 
heaters to warm their feet. The box heaters were fired with pine stove woodo 
We later got a circulating heater and burned coal. 



Mr. Gwaltney and a group of young people from Trion and Rome's 
First Church spent several Saturdays in the fall painting the outside of 
the building. S. r. Storey furnished the paint and some of the Bethel 
women furnished lunches and drinkso 

The custom of celebrating the Lord's Supper the first month in 
each quarter has been revived after being sadly neglected during recent 
years. 

There were no revival services held during this year but two 
young men, James Thomas Holt, Jr., and John Daniel Weesner, Jr., joined 
the Church and were baptized the fourth Sunday in Augusto 

THE CHURCH SCHOOL 

The Church School continues to function with Mr-. John s. Jones 
as superintendent; E. P. Scott, secretary and treasurer; and Miss Margaret 
'\1:'"cesner, organist. 

'We have Sunday School each Sunday morning at ten o1 clock. The 
Sundays that we have preaching this comes after the nine o'clock preaching 
service. 

Our Church and the Unity Baptist Church worked togethP.r in the 
Daily Vacation Bible School held at Unity with our pastor as superintendent. 
Mrso John Jones and Miss Margaret Weesner taught in the primary department. 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

Although there are thirteen we.men on the Church Roll, only five 
attend the regular meetings. Some help with contributions, White Cross work 
and other activities. 

We observed the special seasons of prayer, birthday party, 
contributed to all benevolent causes and filled our quota for !hite Cross. 

Miss Margaret Weesner, who had served faithfully and well as 
presiden:t. for twelve (12) consecutive years, asked to be relieved of her 
duties since she is not able to represent us at Presbyterial and other 
meetings. She did this for many years because there was no one else that 
could. Mrso John Scott, the vice-president, agreed to exchange places 
with her. 



HIBr ORY OF BETHEL PRESBITERIAN CHURCH 

~ r/ ~ 19~ ~~ 
The work of the Lord was carried forward in 1959 under 

the leadership of the Rev. Roy Gwaltney of Trion as supply pastor 
with elders: Johns. Jones ands. I. Storey; deacons E. P. Scott 
and John D. Scott; and Miss Margaret Weesner, the faithful organist, 
carrying on in spite of her handicap, arthritis. 

Mr. Gwaltney continues to preach each second and fourth 
Sunday mornings at nine o1 clock. This year we had a revival the 
last week in August. He did the preaching each evening and the 
Rev. J. B. Cantrell, pastor of Unity Baptist Church, was in charge 
of the song service 11ith Mr's. C~de Packer at the piano. (Mro So :r. 
Storey .furnished the piano for these services.) The singing -was 
both spirited and inspirational. The congregations were good with 
visitors from all sections of this County and some from Floyd. A 
beautiful floral arrangement occupied the communion table throughout 
the week, given by Bernard Murphy 1 Jr., honoring his mother 1 the 
late Mt's. Bernard Murphy of Trion, on her birthday. 

The interior of the Church was painted in August just prior 
to these services by Mr. Joe Pursely. We kept the traditional white 
walls. 

Wednesday night was Family Night with supper-on-the-ground. 
This proved to be a very pleasant and profitable hour. 

There were three additions to the Church, Sam and David 
Jones and Scott Everett, each of them being the fourth generation 
in their families to belong to Bethel Church. 

The Men of the Church do not have an organization in this 
Church but do attend meetings of ''rhe Men of Cherokee Presbytery•" 

The Church School 

The Church School continues to function with Mr-. John s. 
Jones, superintendent; John D. Scott., acting secretary; and Misses 
Margaret and Lula Weesner and Mary Sue Scott., teachers. The attendance 
is small but constant. 

Bethel had no Daily Vacation Bible School but took part 
in the one at Unity Church. Sam Jones attended Young Peoples 
Conference at Nacoocheeo 



The omen of the Church continued i th • John Sc tt as 
president and the otrer officers the same as th pr vious year. The 
programs for the monthly meetings were ken .f'rom the • s ork 
Book, the Presby-wrian ~urvey, and th Christian Ob er 

e observed the special day and se sons but, in te.:1d or 
giving one day's pay to Church tension, contributed mor th· n 
one day's y to redecorating our o little Church hich was badly 
in ne d of re air. e met our quota for ite Cross ork. 

e do not have Business oman'. Circle but ; large 
majority o!' our n work in widely sc ttered ar a -which akos it 
impossible for us to h ve a f'ul.l att ndance at our etings. 



Hisr ORY OF BEr HEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

R. F. D. 1., SUMMERVILIE., GA. 

CHEROKEE PRESB?rERY 

1960 

Pastor: Rev. Le Roy- Gwaltney 

Elders: Johns. Jones., s. I. Storey 

Deacons: E. P. Scott., John D. Scott 

Clerk of Session: Johns. Jones 

Treasurer: John D. Scott 

Organist: Miss Margaret Weesner 

The work of the Lord has progressed another year under 
the efficient leadership of the Rev. Roy Gwaltney of Trion., with 
services each second and fourth Sunday morning. 

This year we followed our plan for improving the interior 
of the building by painting the floor and getting a rich red rug 
and runners for the aisles. The purchase was made by John Scott., 
an employee of the Georgia Rug Mill., for $230.00 after getting a 
20% discount o Before laying the new carpet the seats were rearranged 
so as to have one broad central aisle. This was the arrangement 
used in former years when a communion table was placed in this 
aisle and the communicants sat around it. 

Mr. s. I. Storey was instrumental in securing the services 
of an evangelist, the Rev. J. A. Boyd of Virginia., to conduct the 
revival services this year. Mr. Boyd was Mr. Storey' a teacher and 
football coach at Donald Frazier School for Beys at Decatur., Georgia, 
47 years ago. 

Mro J. B. Cantrell was again employed to lead the singing 
with Mrs. Clyde Packer and her daughter, Jan, alternating as pianists. 

The services were forceful and inspirational and well attended 
by people of the neighboring churches of different denominations. 



Bethel Presbyterian Church 
The Church School 
1960 
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THE CHURCH SCHOOL 

Mr. John s. Jones continues to serve as superintendent 
of the Church School with John Scott acting as secretary and 
treasurer. 

There are on:cy three teachers, Misses Margaret and Lula 
Weesner and Mary Sue Scott. The attendance is small but constant. 
We try to follow the admonition of Paul the Apostle who said, 
"Study' to shew t~self approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 

II Timothy 2:15. 
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Bethel Presbyterian Church 
Women of the Church 
1960 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

President: Mrs. John Scott 

Vice President: Kiss Margaret Weemer 

Secretary: Kiss Mary Sue Scott 

Treasurer and Historian:_ Miss Lula Wee1mer 

There are thirteen women in our Church (Bethel), but 
onl.J' five attend the Women's meetings and take an active part in 
the work.. The others contribute to special causes when asked. 

The contributions to benevolence amounted to ninety 
dollars ($90.00) for the short year of nine months - January through 
September. We contributed to the various beneTolent causes and 
obserYed the special days and seasons. We aent one large box of 
clothing to Overseas Relief• We also gave a box of useful article a 
valued at twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to our pastor's wife for the 
baby expected soon. 

In the November issue of the Presbyterian Survey, Bethel 
Church was listed as one of ten churches in the Synod of Georgia 
that gaw more to benevolence last year than they apent on theJ1SelTe1. 
•Let us give honor to whom honor is due." 

»rs. (W. J.) Alice Henderson Crawford, deceased, was ne 
of our most faithful and loyal members who serTed in Tarious capaci­
ties in the "Woman• s Auxiliary." Her home was always open and the 
"Prophet• s Chamber" was always ready for aey and eTery llinister that 
came into our midst and she was there to adll.i.nister to their bodily 
needs. Because her sister, Kiss Harriet Henderson, knew of her 
concern for the ministry, especial.lJ' the youni students who came to 
serve in our Church, she passed on one thousand dollar& ($1.,000.00) 
that Mrs. Crawford had left her to ColU11.bia Seminary at Decatur., 
Georgia., to help train other young men for the ministry. 

"If you1Te had a kindness shown, 
Pass it on L 

'Twas not meant for you alone., 
PaliS it on L 

Let it travel down the years., 
Let it dry another's tears, 
'Till in heaven the deed appears., 

Pass it on L" 



CHEROKEE PRESBYTERY 

BEITHEL PRESBirERIAN CHURCH 

SUMMERVILIE, GEORGIA, ROurE ONE 

GORE COMMUNJTY 

1961 

Pastor: Rev. LeRoy Gwaltney 

Elders, Johns. Jones, s. r. Storey 

Deacons: E. P. Scott, John D. Scott, Thomas J. Holt, Jr., Arthur B. Cummings 

Clerk of Session:. John s. Jones 

Treasurers: John D. Scott, E. P. Scott 

Organist: Miss Margaret Weesner 

The work of the Lord went forward under the leadership of the 
Rev. LeRoy Gwaltney for his fourth and last year with serT.i.ces each second 
and fourth Sunday morning at 9 o1 clock. Mr. Gwaltney put his whole heart, 
soul and body into the work here and accomplished I1Uch. His most satisfying 
experience was receiving five members into the church upon profession of 
their faith. Three boys were baptized in infancy and two men :made public 
confessions and were baptized then. 

We had several visiting speakers during the year. The first were 
two men from the Gideon Band of Rome. They were Messrs. Earl Glover and 
A. B. Hammond. Mr. Glover spoke at length on the work of the Gideons and 
at the close of the service a free will offering of $25.00 was given by 
those present. 

On the first Sunday in M.ay, Misses Margaret and Lula Weesner 
represented our church at a semi-annual communion service at Sardis Church 
where their grandfather, William John Smith, was an elder. He traveled from. 
Coosa, near Rome, to Philadelphia in a horse dralf?l carriage with a Negro 
driver to attend a meeting of the General Assembly in 1860 or 1861. He came 
back greatly disturbed because there was talk of a division in the Church, 
North and South, and he was afraid that it would be years before it would be 
reunited -- which was only too true. 



The Rev. Robert Pooley preached for us the second Sunday in May 
while Mr. Gwaltney was conducting revival services in another state. 

The Rev. Gerald H. Kirby, Associate Pastor of Rome• s First Church., 
preached for us the fourth Sunday in June and the second Sund.iy in July while 
Mr. Gwaltney was working with the young people of Cherokee Presbytery and 
vacationing in Florida. 

At the close of the Sunday School the fourth Sunday in June, our 
treasurer, John Scott, was giving a report when he was stricken with a tumor 
of the brain and he was buried just one month later, the fourth Sunday in 
Julyo This was a shock and a great loss to .the church. He had lived a quiet., 
unpretentious life. His going left a vacancy in our church that is felt by 
the entire me bership. His brother, E. P. Scott, took up his work as 
treasurer. 

On the fourth Sunday in August, two :men., Thom.as J. Holt, Jr • ., and 
Arthur B. Cummings., were elected deacons. They were ordained September 10, 
1961. 

Our revival services were held the last week in September, beginning 
Sunday night., September 24. We were fortunate to have the Rev. Mro Kirby 
with us again. His discourses were force.f'ul. and unusual. His theme for the 
week was, "Where a Man Found God. 11 Mr. Gwaltney conducted the song services 
and Jan Packer of the Unity Baptist Church was pianist. 

Mr. Gwaltney tendered his resignation the second Sunday in December 
and preached his last sermon the fourth Sunday., which was Christmas Eve. The 
Lord's Supper was observed at the close of this service. 

After the service he was presented a silver coffee pot (or urn) 
and a sum of money as a gift to try to show the love and esteem we had for 
him and his family. 

The Rev. Robert c. Pooley, Jr • ., Treasurer of Cherokee Presbytery, 
gave the follow:ing notice recently: 

''The Bethel Church had a net loss of one member 
in 1961, and gave $838.00 to all benevolences 
and $994.00 to current expenses. This 
represents $36.43 per capita to benevolences 
and $79065 per capita for total contributions. 
Congratulations L11 
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Bethel Presbyterian Church 

The Church School 

1961 

Mr. John s. Jones continues to serve as superintendent of the 
Church School -- following in the footsteps of his ancestors who were 
the founders of the work at Bethel. 

There a.re only three teachers: Misses Margaret and Lula Weesner 
and Mary Sue Scott. They have almost perfect attendance and give of their 
best to the Master. 

E. P. Scott took up his work as secretary and treasurer of the 
Church School after being out for a while. 

There are no men's or young peoples organizations but the men 
attend the meetings of the 11Men of Cherokee Presbytery. 11 Sam and David 
Jones attended the Young People I s Conferenc«:; in the summero 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 

Women of the Church 

1961 

President: Mrs. John D. Scott 
Vice President: Miss Margaret Weesner 
Secretary: Miss Mary Sue Scott 
Treasurer: Miss Lula Weesner 
Historian: Miss Lula Weesner 
Spiritual Growth: Miss Mary Sue Scott 
Christian Education: Miss Lula Weesner 
Stewardship: Mrs. Henry Everett 
World Missions: Mrs. John Scott 
White Cross: Mrs. John D. Scott 
Church Extension: Miss Lula Weesner 
Annuities and Relief: Miss Mary Sue Scott 
General Fund Agencies: Miss Margaret Weesner 
Columbia Friendship: Mrs. Henry Everett 
Homes: Mrs. Henry Everett 

The Women of the Church are still functioning in a lia:i.ted way, 
although we have not been represented at Presbyterial or Group Conference 
since Miss Margaret Weesner has not been physically able to attend. She 
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enjoyed the meetings and counted it a duty and privilege to attend. 

We observed some of the special days and contributed to most 
of them.., either through our organization or through the church. We met 
our quota for the White Cross. There are only five active members but 
the other women of the church help furnish this quota and contribute to 
other special appeals. 

We are one hundred per cent subscribers to the 11Presbyterian 
Survey. 11 

-4-



HIS:rORY 

JErHEL PRESBYI'ERIAN CHURCH 

R.F.D. l - SUMMERVILLE, GEORGIA 

CHEROKEE PRESBYTERY 

Elders:. s. Io Storey 
Johns. Jones 

1962 

Deacons~ E. P. Scott, Jr. 
T ho:aas J. Holt 
Arthur B. Oulaings 

The aeacons reported that we were the only church that met our 
quota for benevolence, regardl.ess of the fact that we were without a pastor 
the first five months. 

We were very fortunate to have the Rev. Robert c. Pooley, Jr., 
to preach for us two Sundays in each •onth, except twos The second Sunuy 
in January we hati Rev. David. Lehman, Missionary to Brazil, and one other 
Sunday we had preach for us. 

tr The Rev. Earl Hall graduated. fro• ColUllbia Semi:aar;y and took up 
the work at Bethel the fourth Sunday in June, preaching each second. anti 

~ fourth Sunday mornings at nine o'clock before his regular appointment at 
~ Trion at eleven o1 clock. 

The death of Miss llargaret Weesner, March 21, 1962, was felt in 
every department of the church because she was active in every phase of the 
work. No task was too insignificant and no undertaking too great. 

She served as janitor, sometimes by herself and sometimes with 
others. She was the faithful. organist for fifty (50) years and played for 
Sunday School the last Sunday before she went to the hospital. When she 
coul.Q not carry on she asked that Lynda Storey of the Unity Church play for 
her, never anticipating that she would not COJlle back. 

In spite of the fact that she had been walking on crutches two 
or three years, in the :raeanti:ae she was carrying on her work in the church 
ana the community and driving the faaily car to take people to church ana 
to the doctor. If there was a sick person, either white or black, who neeclecl 
transportati on to the doctor or hospital they knew they could call on 11Miss 
:Mag" because she never refused. 

This took a teacher out of the Sunday School and the two remaining 
ones carrieci on until December when Miss Lula Weesner moved east of Taylor's 
Ridge. This not only took a teacher out of the Sunday School but a hoae out 
of the churcho For eighty-one (81) yeara the B. F. Weesner h011e had been 
open to every preacher and Sunu.y School worker who came into the Bethel 
Co11D1Unity and the members of this family had been active participants in the 
church and civic affairs. 



HISTORY OF IErHEL CHURCH ) r 6; ~ Page 2 

Miss Mary Sue Scott took the place in the Sunday School vacated 
by Miss Lula Weesner., and Tomny Holt took the boys• class that she had. 
been teaching. 

The church has purchased a piano during the year but has no one 
to play for Sun4i.ay School. There was no change in the superintendent• s 
and secretary-treasurer1 s places. 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

''rhe Wo:aen of the Church, n which was organize4 by the Rev. T. c. 
Crawfora. as a "Missionary Society," has held together until this day largely 
due to the women in the Scott family. We :aet once ciuring the year with 
Mrs. John Scott., two or three times with Mrs. Henry Everett., ana. the balance 
of the ti.Jae with the ever faithful Miss Mary Sue Scott. 

Her door was always open anci she welcomed us as did her :mother 
before her. 1'rrain up a child in the way he should go and when he is oli 
he will not depart £roa it. 11 

:Mrs. John Scott continues as president and the vice-president•s 
place helci by Miss Margaret Weesner is left vacant. The other officers 
are the same as last year. 



The following notice was oaitte« fro• the Bethel Church History for the year 1949~ 

Willi.all David. Jones, seconci son of Mr. and Mrs. John s. Jones, 
was baptized 1n Bethel Church on Easter Sunday 1949 by the Rev. Harry K. 
Foster. He is the grandson of Mr. Samuel E. Jone:. and. Tecoa Craw.for• Jones 
and the great grand.son of the Rev. T. C. Crawford.o That makes hi• the 
fourth generation of this family to be connected. with this church. 



CHEROKEE PRESBYTffiY 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 
S crville, Georgia RFD 1. 

History 1963 

Pastor: F.arl Hall 
Eld rs, Johns. Jones, Clerk 

s. I. Storey 

D aeons: E. P. Scott, reasur r 
Arthur B. CUii'l.ilings, Thoe."• nolt 

The work of the lord was carried on this year with the Rev. F.arl Hall 
as pastor and the above named officers. We continue having services 
twice each month, second and .fourth Sunday Mornings at 9 o I clock. 

The congregation is small but faithful. e have few visitors at this 
hour. Linda Storey is our efficient pianist. 

Our pastor was called away in March and a Mr. Hall, representing the 
Gideons, spoke at the 9 o'clock service and accepted an ottering for 
that cause. 

A \fr. Horace Stewart, pastor of Unity Daptist Church came twice and 
brought two yowig ladies from Shorter College. Meredith Atkinson who 
sang, accompied by Plnily Roberts. This was appr ciated. 

There was no reviv 1 services during the year but three people were 
received by letter. They were s. Sara Scoggins Chandler and 
children, Gregg and Pamelia Chandler. 

One of our young men, Samuel Orr Jones left 1n September to enter 
Emory at Oxtoro. Sam is a tudious young man and we a re expecting gr at, 
things of him. 

The Sunday school still functions under the leadership or Mr. Johns. 
Jones. There are only two regular teachers, Miss Mary Sue Scott and 
Mr. Tommy Holt with Miss Lula Weesner as a supply. E. P. Scott ia 
secretary and treasurer. 

Th numbers are small but uWhere two or more are gathered together 
in my name there am I in the midst of them." 

(11~111.W~JI~ 
11 ~3 
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Beth l Church 

Wo m of the Church - 196.3 

The women of the Church have only four active member and they hold 
the f ollowinr, offices: 
1 t., :esida,.t 
S orld ~ussione 
Secretary or White Cros 

Miss Marz Sue Scott., Secretacy 
Secretary of S::f ritual Growth 
Secretary of Annuities am. ell t 

Miss Lula WeesMr, Treasurer 

Miss Lula Weesner, Historian 
Secretary or Christian Education 
Secretary Church Extension 

Mrs. H~ry Everett, Stewardship 
S cretary of Columbia Friendship 
Secretary of Ho es 

Since two or our number work arxi th other two do not driv w cannot meet 
as regt.U#.rly as we W>uld like. however contribute to all causes through 
our central treasurer, observe so especial d ys, and till our quota ot 
white cross materials. 

For many years Mis. ea .fargaret and Lula We sner collec ed. tho money and 
with what 1 bor they could get from local people, had the cemetecy cleaned. 
"Miss g" was the chautfuer for all this work. ter her d th in 1962 this 
ork lagged until E. P. Scott accepted th challenge and took the rk over. 

He collected some money, got oome h lp d did much of the work himself on 
Saturday - th only day he wa.s ott hie regular work. He an:i his wife alao took 
the job or keeping the church, voluntarily, when othe s were disabled. 

5!~ 01, Ur~ 7'~ .......... ~ 
/ - .... --uz:...--r_ 

/ 9.h:J 



CHEROKEE PRF.SBrI'ERY 

BETHEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

VILLE, GEX>RGIA ROUTE ONE 
GORE COMMUNITY 1964 

Pastor: Rev. Earl H. Hall 

Elders: Johns. Jonea, ClerkJ s. I. StoreyJ E. P. Scott, 'r surer 

Deacons: Arthur B. C gs; To y HoltJ J. D. Weesner Jr. 

The work of the lord w.,.,e carried on during this year by the above named 
pastor and officers with Iqnd.a Storey the faithful and efficient pianist. 

At a congregational eting the fourth Sunday- 1n Jamary (Jan. 26, 1964) 
we elected two ot.ticers for the ohurohs John s. Jon s noinjnated E. P. 
Scott for elder, and J. D. We sner Jr. tor deacon. They w re elected 
b7 acclamation. The fourth Sunday- 1n February (F b. 2.3, 1964) thq were 
ordained and installed. 

Mr. Horace Stafart, a Shorter stud nt and pastor of Unity Baptist church 
continued to co e occasionally and bring young ladies fro Shorter College 
who .furnished special auaic. Wh Shorter closed and he wae l ving to 
attend seminary the Bethel people attended his last service 1n a body as 
a gesture of appreciation. 

After the purchase of the piano fro• Mr. J. H. Blair the organ was left 
there as a te reminder of better days when we had a house full and ex.­
cellent congregational singing with Mrs. Mattie Jones Wri@'lt or Miss 

garet Weesner at the organ. It was suggested that the organ be given 
to "Hiss Mag" since it eant aore to her than any one else, but. after sh 
had gone to join the heavenly choir it was sold to as 1':>na e Storey-, 
a faithful m er ot Bethel church. We were glad for her to have it becawse 
she has had it overhauled and refinished and it ha.a a certain sentimental 
value to her. One little boy remarked "It certainly is lones witb>ut the 
organ"• Thi s was understandable because this was the instrument that Miss 

rgaret Weeener had used the entire fifty years that she was organist and the 
~ n _Ute jority ot the rship could r ember. It was bought in 

E. P. Scott looked after the church grounds am ce etery again this 7ear d 
did a wonderful job. The cemetery- was wed three times and was in fair 
condition wh n fall came. 

By so e arrangement of the sessio the Presbyterian Survey is being a ent to 
nery f l,7 in the church. 
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To our sh e the pastor announced. the second Sunday in Nov ber that 
Bethel did not have a representative at presbytery or pr sbyterial. 

We continue having preaching each second and fourt.h Sunday orning at 
9 o'clock. There were no revival e rvicee turing the year0 

Happily w have not f alien down in finances. Th collection for 
Thornwell Orphanage was taken Sunday before Thanksgiving and amount 
to $60.oo. 

The Sunday School go s faithfully on with Mr. Tohn s. Jonee eupertendent. 
The other officers and t achers are the same as last year. 

THE I/OMEN OF THE CHURCH 1964 

There are onl;r tour active embers ng the wo en of the church and 
we hold th same offices and secretaryship as last year. e read the 
Survey, tudied the work books, and contributed to the various cauS'es 
through the Central Treasurer, Mr. Pooley. We contributed to two special 
causes, the "Birthday Otfering:t and "Blessing Boxes." 

Bee use we are scattered over such a wide area, and other handicaps, st 
of our eeting war by ote control, so to speak. It was either that 
or disband which we are loath to do. 

f/ ~ tfr~ -~ 



CHEROKEE PRESBYTERY 

BETHEL PREsBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SUMME!RVJI,LE , GEoRGIA, ROUTE 1 

GoRE COlffl.JNITY 

HISTORY, 1965 

Pastor : Rev . Earl Hall 

Elders: Johns . Jones, Clerk; s . I . Storey, 
E . P . Scott, Treasurer 

Deacons : Arthur B. Cummings, Tommy J . Holt, Jr . , 
John D, Weesner, Jr. 

'rhe work of the Lord was carried on this year by the i:ibove named pastor 

and officers with Lynda and Karen Storey the faithful and efficient ;ianists. 

We continue having preaching each second nd fourth Sunday mornings at 

9 o'clock. The congregations are small but faithful and liberal. We rev.ched 

the high-water mark by contributing $98,0C (ninety-eight dollars) for one 

o unday ' s offering . 

Vfhen they c lled the Rev . T. c. Crawford, as the first .k''"'stor of the 

church, they promised to .i?ay him $150 . 00 (one hunred fifty dollars) er year. 

1- t that time, there were 21 charter members - about the same as we have today . 

However, during the 120 yeurs that have intervened, there have been scores of 

faithful and influential men and women gone from this cni.1rch . The membership 

was more than 100 at one time . 

Recently, on September 25, 1965, Mrs. 1'mmie Echols Davidson of Miami, 

Florida, came to Bethel, ma.de a public profession and was baptized; jolnin~ 

the church of her forbears, her mother, Maria Storey Echols and her gi·c:...nd­

father, Pinkney Storey, Sr . , of Crystal prings, Georgiu . 
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Mrs . Sara Scoggins Chandler, who had not been with us very long, died 

very unexpectedly in February . Her three children, two of whom were nembers 

of our chu.rch, went to live with an uncle and aunt, who were Baptist . 

Natura::..ly, they attend church with them . 

The Storey family, in fact this whole section, was saddened in June 

when Mr . s . I . Storey was involved in an automobile accident that took the 

life of his grandson, Philip Storey. 

•rhe Sunday School continues small but constant with Mr. John S. Jones 

as Superintendent, E . P. Scott, Secretary and Treas ur·er, Miss Mary Sue Scott, 

J.. Miss Janie Scott and Tonnny Holt, teachers . 
N 

E. P. Scott deserves much credit for the interest he has shown in the 

church building, the grounds, and the cemetery . He did much of this work him­

self . He furnished the mowing machine, collected the money, and hired !'1!' . 

Ernest Rampley to mow the cemetery four times during the year; the best it has 

ever been kept . 

The wo::nen of the church were finally forced to disband . So few women 

were scattered over such a lrrge area that it made it almost imposs.:.ble for us 

to meet . The organization wr.1s started eighty-odd years ago by the Rev . T. C. 

Crawford and has done much good through the years . 

I am resigning after -writing the history for thirty consecutive years, 

gathering historical facts from old church books and by talking with older 

people . I sincerely hope that some one will take the work up here and carry 

on for future generations . 

-~4..a~~ 
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CHE OKE PR ,3BYTERY 

~~m~~~vrE1r.~Ya~~1~! ~:u~?H1 

HISTORY, 1966 

Bethel Church be an the work of yef'r with the following 
officers : 

i;LDER.:): John s. Jones, S . I. Storey, E. P. Scott 

DLACONS: Arthur B. Cummings , J. T. Ho:J. t , J . D. ':/eesner 
PIA;I1T: Karen Storey 

Trion Church continued to share their pastor with us . 
Rev . Earl Hall precched at nine o'clock every secon~ Pnd 
fourth ~unday mornin~ . 

Miss Karen Storey , our faithful pianist, brought a fr.:.end 
with her on Mother I s Day, May [ and they played a duet 11 Fai th 
of Our Mothers'' on their clar·ine ts . 

He had as visitors May 22 Rev . and Mrs . Bdwards f Unity 
Bari tis t Church, and fo·lr young ladies from Shorter College in 
Rome . Two of the ladies s""ng solos accompanied at the pitno 
by "nother . 

Through the Family Plan a copy of the Presbyterian Survey 
is in every 11ome of the church . 

On Sunaay July 24 Rev. Earl Hnll resignea to nccept a call 
to the Bli-tmtsville, Tennessee Church . Trion end Bethel we1•e his 
first churches 2nd we at Bethel felt he was most faithful during 
the little mor::: than four years he wris with us so WP- regretted 
to see him go . 

,le continued to have regular services e en though 'i thout 
a postor . Mr . Howard Allen , a senior at Columbi2 ~eminary, preac~­
ed for us August 14 . 

Then Rev . Robert C. Pooley , Treasurer of Cherokee Presbytery, 
preached t ·ice a month the rest of the year . 

The three young men of Ou.I' hu ·ch are in college , 
Sam Jones at University of Georgia, Athens 
Scott Everett at Shorter College , Rome 
David Jones at North Georgia College, Dahlonega 

The Sunday School meets at ten o I cloc£: each Sunday morn­
ing even though we are few in number. Mr . John::. S. Jones is 
Superintendent and Mr . E. P. Scott is Secret ry nd Treanurer . 

Mr . E. P. Scotts w that tho church grounds and cemetery 
were well ke"')t . 

Even thou:;h the l-JoMen of the Church no longer meet two of 
t1.1.e l'.ldies did get uu the 1 :hi te Cross Quota far the yerr . 



• 

CHER OK'<'E Pir 3BYTi:.::ff 
Be thel Presbyte r iRn Church 

Surnrnervi l le , Ga . R. F. D. 1 30747 
1967 

Bethel Church b egan the year with the followi ng officers : 
Supply Pastor : Mr . R. c. Pooley 

El ders : Johns . J ones 
s . I . Sto,,..ey 
s . P. Sco tt 

Deac ons: A. ~ . CUMrnings 
J . T. Holt 
J . D. Hcesner 

Pianist : Karen Storey 
We had no r egul "'r pas tor all year but were indeed fortunate 

to have Mr . R. c. Pooley as Supply Pasto'" • 
Mr . Howard Allen, of Columbia Seminar~ preached the sec ond 

Sunday o~ J anuary . Mr . Gerald Kirby , assistdnt pastor of Rome 
Fi~st Presbyterian Church, preeched the fourth Sund8y . 

Mr . E. P. Sc ott attended Presbytery at Dalton on J anuary 17 . 
On Ti'eb ruary 5 Mr. Lawerence c. nurr , an Evancelisti c Miss ­

i om:\ry from Braz.:.l since 1961 , spOke to us of the work being < one 
there . 

On March 12 and April 
Colles with us . Miss Ann 
om~anied her on the piano . 
2cds nuch to our service~ . 

?J we had young lo.dies fv•oM Shorter 
Handerson s'll1g , another student ace ­

He appreciated the spec ial music , it 

Mr . ::-n· Mrs . Johns . J ones and Mr . A. B. Cummings were elect ­
ed tr) the Pul::,i t Committee end went to Beersheb,9. to he::i.r n young 
serii:: n[iry si...,.,_dero t . At a conuregation" l meetins on April 23 he wa3 

ca7 l 0 f1r~u~o~ht~~ 5-8:d6~tgtt~Rde&amt; Spring MeetLng of Presbytery 
held rt Cloudland April?.~ . 

On ·June 25 Mr . Joe Berry, r,lso Senior a t Columbi11 Semi ng,ry , 
vi~ited our church rnd at a cong egationnl meeting following t h e 
se·vi c e he was cr l led , hut he did n o t 2ccept . 

In order to he8r a ~r·a1 sermon by Rev . s . Burt Wil~inson of 
hr '0 . ~ . C. ue chrnged preach.:l ng to third S1Jndny of Allf.:US t . A 

supper W'l"' served ot the churc" Sat11rday night Augua t 19 . The 
menbers of the ~hurch enjoyed meetjn~ Mr . "'n r1r.s . '!il1.{ins cim arid 
VA...,..e very s orry he rlid not cccept onr calli 

September 10 Rev . Er dJpan , a missionary to Mexico , who wr,s 
b rck ~n TT . 1 . for a year wcs with us . 

Miss Il.nla ~leesner pass ed away on September ?2 and her body 
was l aii wo "'est in Bethel Cemeter>y . She ,Ja[! the olrlest 'nd one 
of t1,e most faithful r1e111bers of )ethel C'1urch . ,.>ho ta 1.ch c a 3un­
d' y Scho0l Cle ss f9r many years,. Sho moved from our c oP1.muni ty in 
December of 1962 , after t 11e 0"'2t'1. of her Jister , to r"s ~de wi ch ,q 

nephe11 J . D. Weesner near Lyerly . As lons as ~er he2lth would peP ­
mi t she c:-:i.I"le back to Be tbel twice ll Monl.;h , She HllS 1 ·ays willing 
to help in ci vie affo.ir8 )t.n chu'~ch -rork , Has a teacher in Public 
Sch00~f . 0 • tr? §88P.t''2ttF.nd~tit¥.fi&i>D.¥alf!.£& t. ng of Pronbytery • hich 
was held nt John l~ox Church , Marietta on Octobe" 17 . 

Rev . T)on, ld :-:he 1n, nas tor of 'l''"ion Presbyterian f)hurch H~ s our 
guest October ~2 . 



• 

• 

Special mu'"' · ,.. w • ·iven by :i. ; ·ou'"' of 1 ort':lr .i.rls Noverrbor l.?. 
A con~regation 1 meetin~ was C"lled followin: t 1 e morn~nc wor­

sh · p se.,...vice ')ecenbor 10 .,t T hich t·P1e Mr . A. D. Curim·n__;.:; , "'S elect-
E' elrler -9.nd Mr . "Fiugr Sword ci.e<:ico'1 . 

n im::'.)~'essive Perv·i.ce H"S held Decer1b<"r ?.L~ at w}·tich t.iMe th0 
'"'bove nr-r11eri were orda-;nec'l. Cer'·i 'ic, tes o:f' orlina .:on i:ere .1:-1rescnt­
ed other o:'f'icers of the hurch by Rev . ::t . C. Pool y . T're m mbe.,_,s 
of Unity Bapti"'t Church att nce(l th,... service and WA were tl'.,,...kful 
for such a lar--;e con[;.,..,egc"'.:"i0n on th ' ~9.? • i:;:fore hr•istma . 

~ve l"d f1.s ,-l 1 n ·t , muo.,., ~J Rev . LE'\v:is Mett.:-; o" D llas , N. C 
another ')Otential :)fl-~ tor <'or the Beers"teb,_ - "'ietr el .field . 

Our Sµnd~y School is very s •311 bu~ we continu~ to m~et each 
3und1y 'UOrnin'; with t>e S".nc of 'icers . 

Mr . '<; . P . Scott h"', seen tl1.2t the cemet( ry an church groun 's 
were well l::ept during the year • 
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C~EROKEE PRESBYTERY 
BETHEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SUMMERVILLE, GEORGIA 
A. F. □. l 30747 

1968 

Bethel Church began the year with the following officers: 

Supply Pastor: Rev. Robert C. 
Elders: s. I. Storey, John S. 

Deacons: 
Pianist: 

Arthur B. Cum~ings. 
J. T. Halt, Jr• , J. 
Miss Karen Storey 

Pooley 
Jones, E. P. Scott, 

□. Weesner, Hugh Swords. 

We continued to 
fourth Sund□ys. 
Supply Pastor. 

have services at nine o'clock each second and 
Mr. Pooley has surely been ~aithfu as our 

Mr. Arthur Cummings attended Presbytery on January 16. 1958 , 

Mr. Ronald Ragan preached for us February 11th and again March 10th. We had special music at the March service by two Shorter College girls. 

Our delegate to Presbyter½ at Mars Hill on April 16th, was E. P. Scott. 

We were told April 28th that a meeting to discuss plans for a larger 
parish was to be held soon. Rev. Ronald Ragan, pastor of Trion Chruch, 
was to serve Beersheba, Bethel and Trion Churches. But, Bethel was 
left out of this group. 

The 25th Wedding Anniversary of Rev. and Mrs. Robert c. Pooley was 
observed, in the Fellowship Hall of the beautiful new Beersheba 
Presbyterian Church, on Sunday P. M., May 10, ]968 from three to five 
p. m. Many members from Bethel attended. 

Mr. John Jones attended Presbytery at Menlo July 13th. 

A Homecoming was held at Bethel on Sunday, July 14th. Unity Baptist 
Church joined with us on this occasion. The eleven o'clock message 
was brought by Rev. Robert C. Pooley. He read letters from two former 
pastors (Rev. Roy Gwaltney and Rev. Earl Hall.) Each told how much 
they would like to have been with us for the day. Mr. Pooley read a 
brief history of the church which was organized October 24, 1846 with 
twenty-one members. We enjoyed special music by Mrs. Horace Stewart 
and Mr. Duke Gunning, a deacon of Calhoun Presbyterian Church. Lunch 
was spread at noon and we enjoyed the fellowship with former members 
and friends. 

Evangelistic services were held at Bethel, August 18th through 21st, 
nightly at seven thirty. Our speaker was Rev. E. A. Arehart, pastor 
of Menlo Presbyterian Church, and for thirty-years a missionary to 
Brazil. Our song leader was Rev. Ronald Ragan of Trion Church. 
Special music was featured at each service. The services were most 
inspirational. 
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We enjoyed having Mr. Charles E. Bell preach for us on September 8th. 

On October 27th Mr. Pooley used tf-ie record "Who \-Ii 11 Answer" by Ed 
Ames during the service. 

Mr. Gerald Kirby, assistant pastor of Rome First Presbyterian Church, 
preached on December 8th. 

On December 22nd Mr. Pooley's messsge was "Christmas, Withour Fear". 

We continue to have Sunday School each Sunday. Mr. John Jones is 
Superintendent and E. P. Scott is Secretary and Treasurer. 

:,. 
tAr. E. P. Scott continued to s ee that the cem tery and church grounds 
were weJl kept. 

~ 
...._ 
.......... 
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CHEHOKEE PRESBYTERY 

History of Bethel Presbyterian Church 
Summerville, Georgia R. F. D. 30747 

1969 

Bethel Church began the year with the following officers: 

Elders 
Mr. Johns. Jones 
Mr. s. r. Storey 
Mr. E. P. Scott 
Mr. Arthur B. Cummings 

Pianist - Miss Karen Storey 

Deacons 

Mr. J. T. Holt, Jr. 
Mr. J. D. Weesner 
Mr. Hugh A. Swords 

Services were held on the Second and Fourth Sundays at 9:00 A. M. with the Rev. R. c. 
Pooley, Jr., Executive Secretary of Cherokee Presbytery, as Supply Pastor. 

Mr. Johns. Jones represented Bethel at Presbytery, which met at Midway Church, Lost 
Mountain, Georgia, on January 21st. 

The Annual Reports submitted to Presbytery showed Bethel's membership as 23. Gifts 
$2,219.00 with $1,133.00 going for Benevolence. Mr. E. P. Scott, Treasurer of Bethel 
Church, reported a balance of $1,663.00 including Savings and Stocks. 

Rev. Gerald Kirby preached for us on February 23rd. We had as guests the Pastor of 
Unity Baptist Church, Rev. Mike Holdridge, Mrs. Holdridge and four girls from Shorter 
College who gave special music. 

We had no special service at our church on Easter Sunday but attended a 9:00 A. M. 
Service at Unity. Rev. Holdridge had charge of the service and Rev. Pooley brought 
the message. 

On April 18, 1844 Cherokee Presbytery was organized at the Summerville Church which 
was an offshoot of Pleasant Green Church located about three miles west of Summerville. 
Pleasant Green was the first Presbyterian Church organized in Chattoqg_a pounty, being 
organized in 1835. The first church was called "Enon" . The four ~present when 
the Cherokee Presbytery was organized were: James Gamble, Moderator, N. A. Pratt, 
A. B. McCordele and Isaac w. Waddell. Cherokee Presbytery celebrated it's 125th 
Anniversary when it held its Stated Spring Meeting at the Summerville Church. 
Presbyterial met that morning at the Trion Church and then the ladies joined the men 

at 2:00 P. M. for the Anniversary Service which included Music, Drama, and Addresses. 
The Berry College Singers contributed their talents with several choral selections. 
A series of Tableaus depicting scenes from the early days were presented. Dr. s . Wilkes 
Dendy, who for over thirty years was pastor of the First Presbyterian Church at Dalton, 
before retiring in 1966 brought out many interesting thoughts as he gave "A Backward 
Glance" . Greetings from Synod were brought by the moderator, Dr. Harry A. Fifield, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Atlanta and Dr. John J. Diefell, Stated 
Clerk of Synod. The main address was given by Dr. J.M. McDowell Richards, President 
of molumbia Theological Seminary at Decatur. 

Mr. Arthur B. Cummings represented Bethel at Presbytery and Miss Mary Sue Scott attended 
the Anniversary Celebration. 

we had an unusual service at Bethel on April 27th which was enjoyed by members of our 
church. We do not have a Boy Scout Troup in our community so we welcomed the scouts 
and leader of Troup 25 from Floyd County. At this time "The God and Coontry Award11 was 
presented to Billy Houston, who lived in our county when he first became a Scout, and 
at that time Rev. Pooley was a Scout Leader. 
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Because of the illness of Mr. E. p. Scott for several months, Mr. J. T. Holt, Jr. assumed 
the responsibility of Church Treasurer. 

A supper was held at the church on June 8th, after which a special series of Revival Services 
were held beginning at 7:30 P. M. and going through June 11th. Rev. Ronald Ragan of Trion 
and Beersheba Churches brought the messages and also favored us with special music in song. 
We had special music at each service which included singing by: Mrs. Ann Elmann, Mrs. Doris 
Land, Mrs. Meredith Stewart and Mr. Eddie Roland. 

Rev. Gerald Kirby preached for us July 13th which was the last time we were privileged to 
hear him as he left Rome soon afterwards to become pastor of a church in Alexandria, Virginia. 

Presbytery met on July 19th at Morton Memorial Church in Chickamauga, Georgia but no one 
from our church could attend this meeting. 

Bethel held Home Coming Service Sunday July 27th at 11:00 A. M. Mr. Worth McDougald of Athens 
Georgia, Moderator of Synod, brought the message. It was unusual as a minister usually serves 
as Moderator. Mr. McDouga:!Ais married to the former Charlotte Ballenger of our community and 
is Head of the Henry w. Grady School of Journalism at the University of Georgia. So, we 
welcomed Mr. amd Mrs. McDougaldand young daughter to our Home Coming. Rev. Mike Holdridge, 
Pastor of Unity Baptist Church, and members cancelled their services and brought their choir 
to add special music for the service. A basket lunch and fellowship hour followed. 

Mr. Charles E. Bell preached for us on August 10th. 

Rev. Pooley's message September 14th on "The Pursuit Of Happiness" was very inspiring. We 
had as our special music a group of girls from Shorter. 

Rockmart Church was host to Presbytery on October 21st. Mr. E. P. Scott was a delegate and 
Mr. Arthur B. Cummings also attended this meeting. 

- On November 22nd we had a group of Shorter Girls again as visitors and we appreciate the 
music they bring. 

• 

We were invited to attend a Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 P. M. at Unity Baptist Church. 

Even though our membership is very small, we meet every Sunday for Sunday School. Mr. John 
Jones is Superintendent and Mr. J. T. Holt, Jr. is Secretary and Treasurer • 




