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HISTORY OF THE BONNA BELLA PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH AUXILIARY 

1948-1949 

The Women's Auxiliary to the Bonna 
Bella Church started the year in April 
1948 with new officers being installed 
and launching the years work for the ad­
vancement of the Kingdom. The Birthday 
Party was held in May, with an offering 
of $20.00. The women were faithful in 
helping with 13ible School, and serving 
refreshments for the Clildren. The usual 
objectives were promoted, the Negro Con­
ference, iVhite Cross Allotment, Area 
Field Worker, Thornwell, our delegate to 
Montreat, Contingent Fund, etc. The 
Home Mission season of prayer and self­
denial was held with an offering of $20.00, 
and an offering of $32.00 for Foreign 
Missions. The Christmas program was held 
with an offering of J16.00 for the Joy 
Gift. The ma.in objective for the year 
was the local building fund, which amount 
was fl,147.00, with all hopes of being in 
the new church building for ~aster Sunday 
1949. 

Mrs. G. W. Lindsay, Historian, 1948-1949. 
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BONNA BELLA - SAVANNAH 

Organized by Mra R. D. Reid, Chairman of Group one, Bonna 

Bella is the baby Auxiliary, and was organized May 51 1934, with 

the following officers, President, Mrs. L. T. SteadwellJ Secretary, 

Mrs. Hohn Conley; Treasurer, Mrs. L. Herring. ~his Auxiliary is 

doing a unique piece of work, and its labors are being blessed. 

At the organization meeting, in addition to the Mona Bella 

women, there was present Mrs. Rose, President of the Thunderbo1t 

Auxiliary besides one from Independent and two from Eastern Heights, 

besiese Mrs. Reid. 

We have had as high as sixteen on the roll, but at the present 

time we have onlu twelve, out people are constantly changing. This 

auxiliary is to an Inter-denominational Sunday .::>unday School on&y, 

as there is no church. We have all denominationa even one Catholic 

working with us. 

By Neattie M. Bingham 
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THE ANNUAL REPORT OF 

BONA BELLA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Our women attended Presbytery at Savannah, Georgia on March 

25-26, 1954. 

We had special prayer group for World Day of Prayer March 5, 1954. 

We had special prayer group and special collection for World 

Missions in February. Had special Easter offering in April. 

May 9 to 16 we attended a revival at our church, :following which 

we helped with our first Homecoming Celebration and burning of our church 

mortgage with special speakers and dinner on the grounds. 

June 21 for two weeks we helped with Vacation Bible School. 

October 21 attended Presbyterial. 

November we invited special speaker for Church Extention. 

November 21 helped with Every Member Canvas Day. 

November helped with baskets of groveries for needy, for Thanksgiving. 

We had an all day Bible Study in December. 

We helped with Christmas program in Church. 

We filled our quota for White Cross Overseas Work. 

We had a phone committee to call each member at each meeting. 

We sponsor a covered dish supper once a month the year around. 

We always help with an annual banquet for young people of church. 

Mrs. O. R. Hooker, Historian 
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DECEMBER 5, 1955 
THE ANNUAL REPORT OF 

THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH OF 
BONNA BE LIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FOR THE 

YEAR OF 1950 

141913 

we began our years work with a talk on church extention 
given by a visiting speaker. 

JAN. 25, we attended the group conference at First pres­
byterian church in sav•h. Then the 50th we assisted the young folks 
in entertaining the young folks of the neighboring churches for greater 
sav•h. 

Feb 25th, we observed world day of prayer withan approp­
iate program. Feb 27th we sent white cros sbox with some cash. The 
28th of Feb. we gave a going away party for our pastor Rev. Franklin 
smith. 

March, we send our first blessing box value $5-00, at 
the same time we sent ;2.50 regre stration fee to Macon for training 
school. The 7th of March our Revival began and Rev. Williams a 
former i:astor assisted in this meeting.Good Friday afternoon we enter­
tained the childred of the church with an egg hunt. This was foalowed 
in a few days with a wiener roast. 

May 24th, we celebrated our ;5rd Birthday with a nice 
playlet on Japan, The proceeds were $15.00. That was sent to the hospital 
fund in Japan. The 20th of June we began our daily vacation Bible school 
That lasted Two weeks and ended with The sunday school joining with us 
in an annual picnic. 

Aug. 28th, we gave another going away party for our 
student Minister as he was leaving for the Siminary. He comes back to 
preach for us every Two weeks. 

sept. 25th, we sent our second blessing box worth $5.00 
oct. 50th, w. r,.a.t woo, one of our Elders presented a 

film at the church on china, our annual light bill amounted to $16.20 
and has been pa.id. 

we concluded our years work with an All oay study on 
The Theme n LOVE OF THE NEW 'rESTAMENT" • 

fYVV\-~*!}*1~ 
Historian. 



December 5, 1955--The .Annual Report of The women of the 

Church of Bonna Bella Presbyterian Church for the Year of 1950 

We began our yeer's work with a talk on church extention 
given by a visiting preacher. 

JANUP.RY 25, we attended the group conference at First 
Presbyterian Church in Sav~nnah. Then the 30th we assisted the 
young folks in eneertaining the young folks of the neighboring 
-churches for greete (i' Savannah. 

February 25th, we observed world day of prayer with an 
ap'Jrof;riate program. Feb. 27, we sent \J::1ite Cross box with so:ne cash. 
rhe 28th of February, we gave a goine: away narty for our pastor 
Mr. Franklin Smith. 

Marchri, we sent our first blessing box~altle $3 .00, at the same time we 
sent , ~.50 registration fee to ~aeon for training school. The 7th of 
March our Revival began and Rev. ,Villiams a for1Jer pastor assisted in 
this meeting. Good Friday afternoon we entertained the children of the 
church with an e[g hunt. This w2s followed in a few days with a wiener 
roast£ 

May 24, we celebrated our 33rd birthday with a nice playlet 
on Japan. The proceeds were )15.00. That was sent to t~e ~ospital 
fund in Japan. The 20th o~ June we besen our daily Vacation Bible 
School. This lasted two weeks and ended wirh the Sunday School 
joining with us in an annual picnic . 

August 28, we gave another going away party ~or our 
student "inister as he was leevin ' for the Seminary. He comes back 
to preacD for JS every two weeks . 

September 25, we sent our second blessing box worth $5.00. 

October 39, ,,.r . Lat Woo one of our Elders presented a 
film at t~e Church on China. our annual light bill amounted to $16.20 
and has been paid . 

We concluded our year's work with aib. all day study on the 
theme "Love of tDe New Testament". 
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History"" 
Women of the e.hurch 

Bona Bella Presbyterian 
Savannah Ga. 

I., 

hurch 

The 17th of February we observed day of prayer 

$1.00 was sent for white Cross 
Cha.ire and tables were purchased and painted for the primary, 

department in the Sund ay School. 

J.n April we celebrated the Birthday of the 
0 omen of th e church 

with a special program;a nice offering was received and refreshments 

were served. 

During the vacation bible school we served lunch at noon for the 

children and teachers. This school closedJuly 4th with the Annual 

picnic. 

We have a monthly covered dish supper and fellowship. 

We had a week of revival services with a visiting minister present 

at the close of the meeting eight new members were added to our church 

A home coming meeting followed the close oi the revival. 

We had the pleasure of having two weddings during the summer 

We elected new offi~ers during October for 1957 

We meet twice a month with a small but enthuesatic band of ladies. 

December 16th we served refreshments for the Youth of the Church after 

a ca.ndlelighting service. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. o. R. Hooker, Historian 



Se.vannah Ga, Dec 6th 1958. 

nnual eport of he I om n of the l,hurch, 
1957 

Bonna.bella tresbcrterian Church vo.nnah a. 

JJear ~~ s Chaffin; 

After Haveing a .:>tu ent astor for several yea.rs, o now ho.ve a au 1, .t-astor 

sent to Us 1st oun ay in eb, 

Our hite Cross ~oto was met e.nd sent in on iJJar 4th 

e received a donation of .l:'ews f'ran 1st .n-esbyterian (.,hurch during this ionth too 

On ~y 15th A committee attended the Campus Christian Life uup er held at the 

Hull emori.e.l tresbyterian C..nurch ~v-

On y 8th a committee of Le.dies attend d a tu y at the ontgom ry !Te byt rian 

Church , '.Che study was th inor rrophets, 

,ay 24 e gave a recpetion for 'the 

a nice crowd attended, 

stor and i<> Bride at the urch, 

On .a.y26th e celebrated th 
irthday of the ·omen of the C-hurch with an a ro 

Jio.te program, a few of the 1.e. ies served, anice donation wa received, 

Our .l.iaily Vacation ible i:lchool was held une ;ird to 7th, e also had our annual 

icnic July 4th, 

Uuring tho Xear six Homes were Bl ssed with new Babies, '.C er 

her ere4 Children ~tized, 

as one udi , 

h re ere five Laymen elected t.9 th ... oo.vannah fl-csbytery for L,hurch ext ntion 

and Council, 

Un Dec 22nd '£he omen of the C,hurch resented a (.,hristmas rogram durin the 

evening service thnt wo.a attended by a large crowd, 

nd this oncludes Our ears ork. 

'1ncerily oubmitted By , , l.,<--v'l..., tS.. \\ ¼H 2v..---

s o.R . Hooker torian) 



Repo~t of Hi tori n 

on 3~lla urch 1958 

Mr . O. R. oo s, iatori n 

Our y r~ work was plann-"d t our· family ni..., t -upp~r , eb . 
9t , eb .18th at our goner 1 me tin..., Mr .. o.,.w uav n interest­
· ng report on her work in Korec.1. . 1e1reshrnents wer·e serv(,d at -i; 

meE"tin~ . 

On 1 rc:b 9t he coni:,;rP~ation c 11.<>d -"V . B.:.11 r..mk Toads 
s ourf full t·mr pastor . He was :net lled auring re month of 
Juni1 • .• reception v,as e;ivcn in h s honor . 

✓acation bibl uchool wash ld 1rom u 0 • 25th to .. 29 
with agood -ttcnd,nce . Re reshm nt!:. were ::,e_veei a. ch ay . Ih 

Bib l P. uchool u~~ follow"'d \o i th angaruiual pi cnic o~ th ... undu., 
Sc ~01 at H· lton ead . 

1 o following ,., Pk a reviv3.l wn.s conducted by ,ev . E c .... tC'in 

of Ea..,te1·n . eights Church. CJ:here w re ten new members n. a.ed to 
thP c urc . Two children WPr~ baptiz d . Two new deacons have been 
e l "' c ted during t e year . The meMbe -hip 01 the ~unday uchool h ~ 

nE>n.rl~ doubled thi y ar nece r si tat.:.ng r om 0 of thP f loo_ spc.1.c _ 

f thP c u1ch oeing divided into Sunday ~chool rooms nd the 
buy ' ng 01 a ou, to bring in ch'lAren from ne - r~y commun:ties . 

The morning circ l e 01 the church ha. tiled on~ ~und· J uchool 
room an s nt a n::.ce boic to Thornwell Orphanage ., Th n~ ht c_;_ ·cle 

ad ed a n:ce v 0 lvet cu1tain lor the cholr ru:l . There w s a ualance 
that took cure of of the budg tin ten month ..... 

We met 3.nd sent our Whit~ Cross quota . lso OU!' blessing 
~ox OffPrin1 was s nt in Feb . and uPpt. 

ev•ral ladies attn ed he special .i~le ~tud~ at hite ~ 

<_ I 



Bluff hurch ..>ep . JOt . 

T O of1icer~ for 1959 h v beAn 1 ct d and Jill bn inLtall • 

l ar 0 av·ns - c~n le 1:~ht s vicP ~ec . 21st and a Christ 
ma P-rty Dec . 22nd . 



Savannah Evening Pren, Saturday, June 13, 1969-3 

BONi. BELLA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
The Rev. Billy Frank Woods, Pastor, Surveys New Sanctuary 

. Bona Bella Presbyterians 
To Dedicate New Sanctuary 
A new $15,000 sanctuary for Mortgage Burned Bella Presbyterian Church was 

Bona Bella Presbyterian Church Tre Rev. Lawrence Williams, organized and incorporated with 
will be dedicated on Sunday. pastor of Eastern Heights Pres- 94 charter members. 
Speaker for the afternoon dedi- byterian Church in later years, Present pastor was called in 

l catory service will be Lt. Gen. was instrumental in forming the June of 1958. Former pastors in-
Joseph B. Fraser (ret.l of Hines- present church organization. In elude the Rev. John T. Reed, the , 
·ville. 1944 the Savannah Presbytery Rev. Frank P. Smith, the Rev./ 
f The dedication ceremonies will purchased four lots on the corner Charles Schism (a student pastor) 
:iegin at 2:30, according to the of LaRoche and Aimar Ave. and and the late Rev. Robert B. Gif-
1hev. Billy Frank Woods, pastor. on February 16, 1947 the Bona fen. 

Speaker for the 11:30 morning1-- ~ ~...:..--- ---"""'.=:=~~---~------'­
services will be L. A. Beckman, 
executive secretary of the Savan-
nah Presbytery. Also a highlight 
at this rervice will be the be­
sto • of title Elder Emei;1. 
tus on a prominent member of 
the congregation, Lat Woo. 

The firick and concrete block 
sanctuary was begun two months 
ago wfth W. L. Wilson Sr., as 

a­
pacity of 140 wfth a possibility 
for more if necessary. 

Pews and pulpit are of pine as 
is the paneling behind pulpit. The 
sanctuary has flourescent lighting 
ind is air conditioned. The steeple 
' .top the . new building is new, 
uut the bell is very old and once 
tung in the educational building. 

A new Tomas organ has been 
installed in the sanctuary. Miss 

I )ell Harden is organist of the 
,:hurcb. 

Building committee for the un-
ertaking included Ed Roeltz, 

!c.nairman; Bill Wilson, W. L. Wil­
' ,on Sr., Mrs. G. B. Walker and 

j Ioward Blatner, who is also clerk 
r.f stewards. 

The first stirrings of what is 
now the Bona Bella Church were 
a little Sunday school in the home 
of Mrs. W. N. Cricksen .n 1916. 
Mrs. Clemintin·e Martain gave a 
!ot for a Sunday school building 
m 1924 and the Gypsy Smith Evan­
gelistic Club carried on the work 
for a few years. 

In 1931 the Thunderbolt Pres­
byterian Church sponsored the 
small churr:h and Sunday school 
and from 1931 to 

1
1938, the Rev. 

Arthur Martain, pastor of East 
ern Heights Presbyterian Churc 



WORLD PREMIERE 

American Heart Association Film 
On 

Stroke Rehabilitation 

''SECOND CHANCE'' 

Filmed in Savannah, Georgia 

Produced and Directed by George C. Stoney 

Savannah Theatre, 9: 15 P .M. September 10, 1959 



--
THE CAST 

Pop Rankin . .. . . ... .. ........ . ... .. . ... . Joseph "Med" Smith 

Grace . . . ....... .. .... . . . .. . . . . Mrs. Vivian P. Norman, PHN 

Paul .. . .... .. . . .. .. . .... . . . . . . .... . .. Mr. W. H. Norman, Jr. 

Dr. Douglas ... ... ... . .. .. . .. .. ... . . ... ... Dr. John L. Elliott 

Public Health Nurse . . . . . . .. . . . ... . . . ... . . Miss Patricia Persse 

Hospital Nurse .. . . . .. . .. . . ..... .. . . .. .. ... Mrs. Frances Betz 

Mailman ... . .. . .... . .. . .. . . ... . .. .. ........ .. Mr. J. R. King 

Members of the family . . . . . . .. .. . (Mr. & Mrs. W. G. Anderson 
(Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gillis 
(Mrs. J. R. King 

Acknowledgments 

Sponsors of Film 

E. R. Squibb & Son 

Sponsors of Premiere 

First District Chapter, Georgia Heart Association 

and 

Savannah Morning News-Evening Press 

Management of the Savannah Theatre 

... and to the many citizens of Savannah whose generous assist­

ance made the filming of "Second Chance" in Savannah possible. 
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PROGRAM 

Presiding: Msgr. T. J. McNamara 

Welcome: Hon. W. Lee Mingledorff, Mayor of Savannah 

Introduction of Speaker: Dr. J. Gordon Barrow, President 
Georgia Heart Association 

Address: Dr. Irvine Page, Past President 
American Heart Association 

Film: "SECOND CHANCE" 

Forum on Stroke Rehabilitation: 

Moderator: 

Panelists: 

Msgr. T. J. McNamara 

Dr. Irvine Page 

Dr. J. Gordon Barrow 

Dr. Ellison R. Cook, III 

Dr. John L. Elliott 

Dr. Thomas A. McGoldrick, Jr. 

Dr. Fenwick T. Nichols 

Dr. Jules Victor 



Women of the Church 
Bona Bella Presbyterian Church 
Savannah, Georgia 
Savannah Presbytery 
Georgia Synod 

HISTORY FOR 19.59 

OFFICERS 

President - - -
Vice-President 
Treasurer - -
Secretary - - -
Historian - - -
Program Chairman 

- - - - - - Mrs. W'.L. Wilson~ 
- Mrs. Gerald lialker 

- - - - - - - - - Mrs. B.F. Woods 
- - - - - Mrs. Edward 'f'. Koeltz 

- - - - - - - - - - Mrs. Edward T. Koeltz 
- Mrs. Gerald Walker 

¾-¾- In September, 1959 Mrs. W.L. Wilson 
resigned as President and Mrs. Gerald 
Walker assumed her duties. 

Stewardship Chairman - - -
lforld Missions Chairman -
Spiritual Growth Chairman 
Christian Education Chairman -
Annuities & Relief Chairman 
Homes Chairman. - - - - - - -
Church Extension Chairman 
General Fund Agencies - -

REV. BILLY FRANK t«:>ODS, PASTOR 

Mrs. B.F. Woods 
Mrs. Jack Davis 
Mrs. Herle Tilton 
Mrs. Ernest Joyner 
Mrs. H.B. Harrison, Sr. 
Mrs. Thelma Carnes 
Mrs. William Walker 
Mrs. H.B. Harrison, Sr. 



Our year began in a most exciting and unusual fashion. At our first 
meeting we were approached by Mr. George C. Stoney as to our willing­
ness to participate in a film that was being made by the Heart Found­
ation for public viewing throughout the country. This seemed a chal­
lenging and worthwhile way to start the New Year, and we immediately 
sought our Session's approval. On the last Thursday in January, 1959 
we prepared and served a barbeque supper to approximately seventy­
five people - this supper serving as background for one of the major 
scenes in the film. Many of our members were "extras" for the evening 
and we all enjoyed every moment of it. For all this fellowship and 
excitement we were paid $150.60! _ ~ shall always be grateful to the 
late Dr. Robert Giffen for suggesting our congregation to Mr. Stoney. 

On February 24, 1959, Bona Bella was privileged to entertain the 
District Conference of }bmen of the Church. A record number of women 
from thirteen churches in the First District attended. We were bless­
ed with a beautiful summer-like day and luncheon was served on the 
lawn to the overflow crowd. 

February 1959 also saw the formation of a new younger women's circle 
with Mrs. Billy Woods (Beverly) as Chairman. This gave us three act­
ive circles. 

In March, 1959 a dream of long standing was realized and ground was 
broken for our new sanctuary. fly the time we held our birthday party 
on April 26, 1959, construction was far enough along for us to serve 
our refreshments in the "shell" of our new building. 

In April, 1959 we also started a 11Put a Dollar to Work" project. We 

vorrowed from the Church Treasury enough money for all of our women to 
have one dollar. The dollars were put to work for a three month per­
iod and after paying back the 6hurch Treasury a profit of $60.75 was 
realized. 

Sunday, June 14, 1959 was a great day for the Bona Bella Presbyterian 
Church. This was the day that we dedicated our beautiful new sanctuary. 
Although the attached newspaper clipping gives all the facts, no mere 
words can express the pride we all felt in this accomplishment. It 
should also be noted that this wonderful event took place just one 
year and one week from the time Rev. B.F. Woods came to serve Bona 
Bella as its minister. 

Beautiful new Presbyterian hymnals, purchased by individuals, added 
a great deal to our worship service. A lovely sterling silver cross, 
the gift of Mrs. Herbert Harrison, Sr., ador~ed our communion table 
for the first time on our dedication Sunday. We were then and still 



,. 

are deeply grateful for the handsome sterling silver colleetion 
plates which were given by Mrs. Wholtman. 

During the summer months of 1959 plans for renovating our original 
building were made and carried out. This original structure now 
houses eight Sunday School classrooms, the minister's study and a 
kitchen. By the use of cleverly devised folding panels, some of the 
Sunday School rooms can be made into one large meeting room when the 
occasion warrants this. 

The Fall of 1959 saw Bona Bella sponsoring its first Boy Scout Troop. 
Mr. George Ball, who has been active in scouting for several years, 
is our Scoutmaster, and fourteen boys are active in the Troop. 

in 
September 10, 1959 saw most all of us'our Sunday best attending the 
long awaited world prend.ere of "Second Chance", the Heart Foundation 
movie we had participated in way back at the beginning of the year. 
1vhat fun it was seeing our barbeque supper being eaten by the lead­
ing actors in the movie! 1th.at a thrill it was seeing some of our 
very own people on the screenl 

As the Thanksgiving season approached this year we were all deeply 
aware of the many blessings we have received. Our new sanctuary and 
renovated educational building are concrete evidence of our progress, 
but even more heartwarming is the fact that we have thirty-five new 
church members and also have one hundred and six on the Sunday School 
roll. These are the statistics that show real progress. 

On Sunday, December 6, 1959, Rev. and Mrs. B.F. Woods became the proud 
parents of a lovely baby girl. What a wonderful prelude to the Christ­
mas season. 

Our 1959 Christmas pageant was the lovliest and most inspirational one 
ever. It was directed by Mrs. Claire Wholtman. Everything about it 
was perfect. Even the young boys who took up the collection did it 
with maturity and dignity far beyond their years. 

God bas indeed been with us at Bona Bella during 1959. As we enter 
into the New Year we pray that the giant steps taken in 1959 will be 
matched and then surpassed in 1960. 
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