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HIST ORY OF CHURCH 
Rev LB Gibbs, Stated Supply 

(until Spring heeting of Presbytery) 

The commission appointed to organize the Clayton Presbyterian Church met in the 
Clayton Community House, with the congregation and visitors, on February 22 (1953) 
at 11:00 a.m., Present: Dr E L Hill, Rev Cook W Freeman, Rev L B Gibbs, Ruling 
Elders CC Neal and WR Ussery. Rev Cook W Freeman, who bad previously been 
designated as Chairman, called the Commission to order. Rev LB Gibbs was elect­
ed Clerk of the Commission. The following order of service was carried out. 

Doxology 
Invocat iort, r,:r C C Ueal 
Hymn: "All Hail the Power of Jesus Name" 
Introduction of Members of Commission, Rev LB Gibbs 
Statement of Purpose of the Meeting, Rev Cook Freeman 
Presentation of Charter Members, ¥ir Ted H Beasley 

By letter from the Tiger Presbyterian Church: 
W A Patterson, Mrs W A Patterson, Miss Opal Patterson, 
Mrs Kelly Hopper, Mrs Frank Coleman, G B Prime, Mrs G B 
Prime, Mrs L B Gibbs, David Gibbs, Daniel Gibbs, Mrs 
Tyrus Thompson. 
By letter from King }1emorial Presbyterian Church: 
~xs Della Nichols. 
By letter from Rabun Gap Presbyterian Church: 
Jtxs J Edwin Hemphill. 
By letter from Cornelia, Georgia, Presbyterian Church: 
f.!rs J A Earl. 
By letter from Rogersville, Tennessee, Presbyterian 
Church: :Mrs Robert Hawks. 
On profession of faith: I,dss Oma Jean Patterson, 
George Lambert. 

Reception of Members by the Commission 
Baptismal Service, r~r Gibbs 
Church Covenant and Declaration, V,r Freeman 

Offering 
Offertory Prayer, Mr Beasley 
Solo, Mrs RH Philp 
Scripture: }'1atthew 16:lJ-28, Dr E L Hill 
Sermon on Text Matthew 16: 18, Dr Hill 
Prayer, Dr Hill 
Hymn: "The Church1s One Foundation 11 

Closing Prayer, Mr WR Ussery 
The Commission approved the record of its proceedings and adjourned with 
prayer. 

L B Gibbs, Clerk 
UOl'E: This account of the organization of the Clayton Presbyterian Church is 

copied from Minutes Athens Presbytery,-Stated Spring Meeting, April 14, 1953 • 

Historian, Women of the Church 
Athens Presbytery 



Athens P~esbytery 
Clayton Presbyterian Church 
Clayton, Goergia . 
April 1., 1952-March 31, 1953 

Rev. L.B.Gibbs, Eva~gelist 

At some time during the winter of 1951-52, Dr. s. '.filkes Dendy, Chairman 
of the Executive Committee of Church Extension, Synod of Georgia, prouosed 
to Rev. L.B.Gibbs, Pastor of the Presbyterian Churches of Rabun County, 
that Miss Lillian Medlin, Sunday School Extension Worker for the Synod, 
might work somewhere in the area of Rabun County for some time during the 
spring. The matter of beginning to work toward the establishment of a 
church in Clayton had been in the minds of the leaders in the Chu:rch Ex­
tension work in the Presbytery for some time, specifically in the mind of 
Rev. C.P.Philllips, Superintendent of Home r:issions. Mr. Phillips and. Ur. 
Gibbs felt that Clayton was the place to use Hiss Uedlin, but 1/! r. Gibbs, 
with a full schedule of services in the churches and outposts of the 
county, believed that it would not be wise to try to begin work in Clay­
ton until the Presbytery's Committee could give him a student to assist 
him, so that services could be held in Clayton every Sunday during the 
summer months, the tourist season. The Committee approved the plan and 
agreed to furnish a student for the summer. Miss Medlin was invited to 
come and work, and she was sent by the Synod's Committee to work in Clay­
ton during the months of April and May. Her time was subsequently extended 
through the month of June. 

Working in co-operation with Mr. Gibbs, Hiss I{edlin did a great deal of 
visiting during the three months which she spent in Clayton, discovering 
prospects for church membership, stimulating their interest and the inter­
est of those Presbyterians already known to be living in the community. 
The use of the Clayton Community House was secured for the group, and a 
preliminary meeting was held in the Community House on the evening of May 
9, a week-day, with an attendance of thirteen. The Sunday School opened 
on June 1, with the following teachers: Kindergarten and Primary, !iUss 
Opal Patterson; Junior and Young People, Miss :t.Cedlin; Adult, Mr. Ted H. 
Beasley. 

In June, a Daily Vacation Bible School was held, with a gratifying 
attendance. At the end of June, after three months of most effective and 
devoted service, :Miss 1:!edlin left Clayton for work elsewhere in the Synod. 
To her, humanly speaking, is due the credit for laying the foundation of 
the work in Clayton. 

Mr. Ted H. Beasley, who had just finished his Junior year at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, was engaged for iOrk in Rabun County during the 
summer months, and began his work the first of June, the Presbytery's 
Committee paying his salary and the cost of his room and board. He 
assisted. Mr. Gi'bbs in Daily Vacation Bible Schools, in pastoral visiting, 
and in preaching, in the other churches of the county as well as in Clay­
ton. It was thus possible for !\:r. Gibbs to preach in Clayton a good many 
Sunday mornings during these months, and, between the two preachers, 
services were held in Clayton each Sunday morning. There was a gratifying 
interest and attendance on the part of the local people, and a growing 
interest among the summer people of the community. 

Because either :Mr. Gibbs trtt !.:r. Beasley v-vas in Clayton each Sunday 



Clayton 52-53, continued 

morning, the preacher for each 3unday also served as superintendent of 
the new ~unday School. In the fall, when the preaching schedule had to 
be reduced. to two Sundays each month, vr.i. th l~r. Beasley coming up from 
the Seminary on those week-ends, there was no one to take the responsi­
bility for the Sunday School. Mrs. Gibbs, the wife of the pastor, and 
their two sons, David and Danny, had continued to attend the Tiger Church, 
to which ITrs. Gibbs and David belonged, and which Danny joined in October 
of that year. Now Mrs. Gibbs was so much need in Clayton, since there was 
stronger leadership at Tiger, that she and the boys began attending the 
Clayton Sunday School and church services early in the fall. During the 
fall, Mr. William A. Patterson began to attend the Sunday School and 
services. Mr. Patterson had been a member of the Tiger Church since his 
boyhood, but had, for the most part, been out of touch vd th the church 
for several years. His children had been among those whose interest was 
first enlisted by !-1iiss J;Tedlin. Now that 1Tr. Patterson had begun to come, 
his services were soon secured as Superintendent ff the Sunday School, 
a post in which he showed his devotion and fidelity to an outstanding 
degree. 

During the latter part of the fall, it seemed that the time had come to 
consider the organization of a church. A petition, bearing the names of 
persons who desired to become members, was presented to the Presbytery 
at its Adjourned W1nter fl eeting, January 13, 1953. The report of the 
Standing Committee on Bills and Overtures:; which was ad opted by the 
Presbytery, contains the following recommendation: 

rrThat the overture concerning the organization of the Clayton Pres­
byterian Church be accepted, and that this matter be handed to a 
cormnission composed of: Rev. Cook W. Freeman, Rev. E.L.Hill, Rev. 
Burns Gibbs, Mr. C.C.Neal, Mr. V!.R.Ussery. '11he quorum of the above 
commission shall be one elder and one minister. r, 

The account of the organization of the church is given in follo,nng 
minutes of the above-mentioned commission, quoted from the Minu.tes of 
the Presbytery: 

1'The Commission appointed to organize the Clayton Presbyterian Church 
met in the Clayton Community House, with the congregation and visitors, 
on Sunday, February 22, at 11:00 a.m. Present: Dr. E.L.Hill, Rev. cook u. Freeman, Rev. L.B.Gibbs, Ruling Elders C.C.Neal and W.R.Usse:cy. 
Rev. Cook w. Freeman, who had previously been designated as Chairman, 
called the Commission to order. Rev. L.B.Gibbs was elected Clerk of 
the Commission. The following order of service was carried out: 

Doxology 
Invocation, Hr. C.C.Neal 
Hym~~ "All Hail the Power of Jesus' ~~am~" . 
Introduction of Yernbers of the Comnn.sSl. on, Rev. L.B. Gibbs 
statement of Purpose of the :Meeting, Rev. Cook W. Freeman 
Pre sen ta ti on of Charter Members, Mr. Ted H. Beasley; 

By letter from the Tiger Presbyterian Church: :Mr. TI. A. Patterson, 
Mrs. w. A. Patter~on, Miss ?pal ~atterson, ~1rs. ~elly Hopp~r, Mrs. 
Frank Coleman, Mr. G.B.Prime, :Mrs. G.B.Prime, 1-.,rs. L.B.Gibbs, 
David Gibbs, Daniel Gibbs, Mrs. Tyrus Thompson. 
By letter from the King Memorial Presbyterian Church: Mrs. "Della 
Nichols. 
By letter from the Rabun Gap Presbyterian Church: Mrs. J.E.Hemphill. 
By letter from the Cornelia,Georgia,Presbyterian Church,Mrs.J.A.Earl. 
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By letter from the Rogersville, Tennessee, Presbyterian Church; 
Mrs. Roberts. Hawks. 
On Profession of Faith: Miss Oma Jean Patterson, Hr. George Lambert. 

Reception of Iffembers by the Commission 
Baptismal Servicet rr. Gibbs 

Church Covenant and Declaration, JJr. Freeman 
Offering 
Offertory Prayer, Mr. Beasley 
Solo, ],~rs. R.H. Philp 
Scrip tu re: Matthew 16~13-28, :Dr. E. L. Hill 
Sermon on the Text, Matthev, 16!19, Dr. Hill 
Prayer, Dr. Hill 
Hymn: "The Church's One Foundation" 
Closing Prayer, Mr. W.R.Ussery 

The Oo~.mission apnroved the record of its proceedings, and adjourned 
with pr a.ye r. 

L.B. Gibbs, Clerk" 

It will be noted that no officers were elected at the time of the organ­
ization of the church. For the time being, Mr. Gibbs, using the powers 
of an evangelist which the Presbytery had conferred upon him, to be exer­
cised where needed in the Rabun County field, performed the functions 
of a Session. 

At some time du ring the fall of the year, ]~rs. J.E. Hemphill gave the 
first donation for the Building Fund, in the amount of ~100.00, and this 
was deposited in the Atlanta Federal Savings and Loan Association. In 
December, a gift of $ 500.00 came, through the Presbytery's Committee of 
Church Extension, from the Synod's Executive Committee of Church Exten­
sion. This, along with smaller gifts which were being received, was 
deposited in the same bank, to draw interest until needed for bnildi ng. 

There was in the hands of the Trustees of the Presbytery at this time 
about ~4,500.00 for the Clayton project. The Assembly's Board of Church 
Extension had made a grant of ~~ 2,500.00 to the Presbytery in April, 1948, 
for the building of a church in Clayton. The balance of the t 4,500.00 
had come from the sale of the Tiger Manse, and had been allocated for 
the Clayton work by the Presbytery or its representatives. In addition 
to this, the Trustees were also holding the title to a small lot which 
they had purchased some years before, situated behind the Clayton Tribune 
Building, on a side street, and altogether unsuitable for use as a church 
building site, as all interested parties now agreed. 

A suitable lot was found on the corner of Church and Hamby Streets, 
belonging to the estate of the late Thomas J. Hamby, and it was found 
that it could be purchased for the church. The family offered to sell 
it to the church for $4 ,000.00. Although the donation from the Assemblyls 
Board had been made specifically for a building, the Board, upon the 
request of I,~r. Gibbs, with the concurrence of the Presbytery's Committee 
of Church Extension, agreed to let this go toward the purchase of the lot. 
The lot was purchased, during the summer of 1952, for the above price, 
by the Trustees of the Presbytery, r.;essrs. George T~ Rice, Chai rrnan and 
Treasurer; J. N.Hartford, and Fred rr. Auld. 

Statistical Report: 
Number on roll at begillulling of 
Added on profession of faith 
Added on certifiaate 

On roll at end of year 

year 0 
2 

16 - 17 
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Adult baptisms 2 
~unday 3chool enrollment 19 
Contributions: 
Current Expenses 
Bene vo 1 enc es 

~145 
~ 13 



Athens Presbytecy -
~ Presbyterian Churc)l H~~ , // ir..'{ 
Clayton, Georgia 
Aprill, 1953-December 31, 1953 

Rev. L.B.Gibbs, Stated Supply 

Sunday School Superintendent: r r. 1:lilliam A. Patterson 

Additions: James T. Burden, by letter from the Carnesville Presbyterian 
Church; 

t-:rs. James T. Burden, by letter from the Carnesville Presby­
terian Church; 

(Linda Ann Burden, the baptized, non-communicant daughter 
of the above couple was received with them) 

Dismissal: Mrs. J.A..Earl, at her own request, was dismissed, to unite 
With any evangelical. church. 

At a congregati onaJ.. meeting held at the close of the mo ming servic--e, 
April 12, the congregation adopted a motion requesting Athens Presby-
te:ry to allow Rev. L.B.Gibbs to serve the church as stated supply. At its 
Stated Spring Meeting, on April 14, the Presbytery granted the request. 

At a congregational meeting held at the close of the morning service, 
August 2, the congregation elected the following Building Committee: 
Mrs. J.E.Hemphill, Mrs. G-eoree B. Prime, 17illiam A. Pattro:-son, J.T. 
Burden, llrs. L.B. Gibbs; and Rev. L.B. Gibbs to serve as Chairman. irrs. 
Gibbs was elected to serve as Treasurer of the Building Committee. 

During this year, vd th the church still using the Clayton Connnuni ty 
House, there was a growing interest on the part of the local people 
and the s.1mmer tourists. 

Mr. Robert Gray Barron, who bad just finished his Junior year at 
Columbia Seminary, was employed by the Presbytery's Committee of Church 
Extension to assist Mr. Gibbs in the work during the summer months. The 
preaching services were divided between the t wo so tha t l\iTr. Gibbs could 
be in Clayton for a good many of the services, and still not neglect the 
other churches in the county. :M r. Barron was a young preacher of unusual 
ability for one who had just completed one year in the Seminary. The 
schedule of services each Sund.Ew morning in Clayton was maintained from 
June through ~eptember. 

A Vacation Church School, with encouraging enrollment and attendance, 
was conducted in the early part of the summer. 

At the end of the summer, the Clayton Church entered into a plan with 
the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School for the use of a married aeminary student 
and his .. 1ife. Hr. and Mrs. James Grubb were secured for this work, and 
they served with eminent satisfaction to the church and to the School, 
with responsibility to the School for wo:rlc with the students on Saturday 
evening, and for the Sunday evening vespers, and both of them being in 
the Clayton Church and Sund.av chool, with Ur. Grubb preaching there on 
Sunday morning; all of this being done t vdce ea ch month. 

Mr. George B. Prime, a charter member of the church, died on September 
5. lt rs. J.A.Earl had expected, vm.en the church was being organized, to 
live in Clayton, but her plans had changed, because of business reasons 

t 
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and she re quested her church letter. Thus, the church early in its life 
experienved the loss of two of its charter members. 

Late in the fall, Rev. Cook w. Freeman, Executive Secretary of the Pres­
bytery, and Rev. James D. Matthews, Chairman of the Presbytery's Exec­
utive Co1r.anittee of Church Extension, became interested in a plan by 
which Mr. Gibbs' salary could be increased. They proposed that he take 
over the preaching services then being conducted by Mr. Grubb, by his 
holding two services on each of two Sunday mornings a month. This would 
make it possible for the money being paid to J1r. Grubb to be add.ed to 
Mr. Gibbs' salary. After considerable discussion, and after it ha.d been 
ascertained that the change would be satisf~ctory to Ur. and Mrs. Grubb, 
and to the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, it was agreed tmt the plan would 
be tried at the fir st of the next year. 

Statistical Report: 

Mer, bers on roll at beginning of year 
Added on certificate 
Total on roll during yea:r 
Losses: Death l 

17 
2 

---yg 

Transferred to another church 1 2 
Total on roll at end of year ----1=7 

Sunday School enrollment 21 

Contributi ans: 
Current Expenses 
Benevolences 

Signed: 

f184.00 
,jp 60.00 



Athens Presbytery 
Hemphill. !Jemorial ( Clayton0 :Presbyterian Church 
Clayton, Georgia 
1954 

Rev. L.B. Gibbs, Stated Supply 

Session: Elder William A. Patt er son 
Elder James Thomas Burden, Clerk of Session 

Sunday School Superintendent: Mr. William A. Patterson 

Additions: Mrs. Elizabeth O. Knox, by letter from the Rabun Gap 
Presbyterian Church; 

Mrs. W.H.Kennedy, Sr., from the Toccoa Presbyterian Church; 
Mrs. Clifford ShooJ:, from the Tiger Presbyterian Church; 
James Shook, on profession of faith. 

Wedding: At the 1-ianse, Clayton, Georgia, March 27, 
James Shook and Dolores Phillips, of Canton, Ohio. 

The revised schedule of services, which made it possible for one preacher 
to hold all the services, w·ithout the help of a student, during the winter months, was put int«» effect the first of January, as foll.ows: 

First Sunday: 10: 00 A. M., Clayton 

Second Sunday: 
Third Sunday: 

11: 00 A. M. , Tiger 
11: 30 A. M. , Wiley 
10:00 A.M., Clayton 
11:10 A. M., Rabun Gal) 

Fourth Sunday: 10: 00 A. M. , Tiger 
11:30 A.M., Wiley 

Fifth Sunday: 11: 10 A. M. , Rabun Gap 
As this change of schedule did not affect the other churches in the 
county, with their afternoon and. evening services, they are not listed 
here. This was, hovrever, a decided change for Tiger, Wiley, and Clayton, with some services being held at 10:00 A. M. instead of the generally 
accepted. hour of 11: 00 A. M. , and with the afternoon service at Wiley 
changed to the morning hour. The people of these congregations responded 
to the propose d changes with a fine spirit of co-operatdlon. 1:7ith the 
coming of a student for the summer months, it was necessary to have only the fourth Sunday service at Tiger at the early hour. 

There had been some di scussi.. on of a plan proposed by Hr. and J:rs. Gibbs 
to change the name of the church from the Clayton Presbyterian to the 
Hemphill Memorial Presbyterian Church, in honor of the late Rev. ])r. 
James Edwin Hemphill. Dr. Hemphill was for many years a summer resident of Rabun County, had been deeply interested in the work of the Presbyter­
ian churches of the county, and had been especially concerned that a 
church should. be started in Clayton. After the death of Dr. Hemphill in 1942 I,Jrs. Hemphill had worked for some years as a house-mother at the 
Rabu~ Gap-Nacoochee School, had continued to sp end the summers at her 
home in the Chechero community, and was a charter member of this church. She had made the first contribution to the Building Fund, in the amount 
of $100.00. The proposed change of name, which was already being discussed, was presented to the Presbytery at its Adjourned Fall Meeting, January 12, 1954. The Minutes of the Presbytery in regard to this :read as follows: 

"At the request of the pastor, the Clayton Church was given permissions, 
if the congregation ro voted, to change the name of the church to 
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Hemphill I~emorial, in honor of the late Rev. J.E. Hemphill." 
At a congregational meeting, February 7, 1954, the congregation voted 
to make this change in name. 

At the same congregational meeting, February 7, 1954, Messrs. 7illiam 
A. Patterson and James Thomas Burden were electec, Elders. They both 
accepted the office, and time WaB given Mr. Patterson for preparation 
for ordination, Mr. Burden having been ordained as an Elder in the 
Carnesville, Georgia., Church before he moved to Clayton in 1953. Using 
the evangelistic powers conferred upon him by the Presbytery, Mr. Gibbs 
ordained Mr. Patter son on September 12, and installed both Mr. Patterson 
and Mr. Burden as the first officers of this church. 

The Minutes of Athens Presbytery, January 12, 1954, record the fact that 
rrThe Presbytery adopted. a motion instructing the Trustees of the Presby­
tery to approve the church building project at Clayton.'' This instruct­
ion of the Presbytery was carried out by the Trustees. This was necessary 
because the lot for the church, and some of the funds designated for the 
building, were in the hands of the Trustees of the Presbytery. 

The Building Committee secured the valuable assistance of Rev. O.V.Caudill, 
of the Department of Church Architecture, Board. of Church Extension. Ur. 
Caudill made a visit to Clayton, looked over the lot, met vvith the Build­
ing Committee, and made most helpful recommendations concerning the type 
of building to be erected. 

On January 24, 1954, the Building Committee met vv.i. th Jiir. W.P.nickson, who 
had been chosen by the Committee to be the builde:r, Rev. Cook w. Freeman 
also meeting with the Cornmi ttee. Mr. Dickson preferred to work for his 
regular hourly wage as a carpenter, rather than m rking by contract. He 
was so engaged by the Committee, and accepted the responsibility for 
employing other needed help, keeping the pay roll, assisting and advising 
in the purchase of materials, and giving his supervision to the v,.o rk, in 
addition to his own work as carpenter. At this meeting of the Committee, 
an adaptation of the plan recommended by Mr. Caudill was adopted. This 
called for the construction of the educational unit of the church, a 
two-story unit, concrete blocks on the lower story and frame construction 
on the second story, the whole to be veneered with brick at a later time. 
lvir. Burden was elected by the Committee to serve as Purchasing Agent, 
a post which he filled with great faithfulness and outstanding ability. 
The pastor was authorized to use the needed amount of the funds in hand 
to send out letters asking for gifts of one dollar or more for the churcb. 
The Presbytery's Church Extension Committee had granted permission for 
this to be done, only ,;,vi thin the rounds of Athens Presbytery. 

At the aforementioned congregational meeting on February 7, the plans 
for the building were presented to the congregation. The congre ga.ti on 
approved the plans, and authorized the Committee to proceed with the 
building when the Committee judged. it wise to do so. The Church Extension 
Committee of the Presbytery gave its approval, and. these actions opened 
the way for the Committee to proceed. 

The churches of Athens Presbytery responded very graciously in furnishing 
mailing lists of their membership. The first letter asking for donations 
was sent out on February 26, and the resp1»nse was generous. In Harch, :jhe 
funds which had accumulated in the Atlanta Federal Savings and Loan Assoc­
iation, amounting now to $749.22, were transferred. to the active account 
in the Bank of Clayton, leaving only $5.00 in Atlanta to keep the account 
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open. IN Apri.1, Frs. J.E.Hemphill gave $1,000.00, and. the Trustees of the 
Presbytery sent the baJ.ance which they ha. d for the project, now amounting 
to $1,004.27. There ~ere many smaller gifts, too numerous to be listed 
here, from the people of the church, and. from friends of the work, from 
far and wi.de. In January, the Sunday School began gi vi:ng the offering on 
the first Sunday of each month to the Building Fund, and the plate offer­
ings during the greater pa.rt of the summer months also went into the Ful'.ld. 

On March 15, 1:r. Dickson and. l\1r. Gibbs drove up the first stakes on the 
church lot, to mark the location of the building. The first check for work, 
other than the payment of $12.00 to Mr. Dickson for work on the plans, was 
a check to !(i'r. Dick Hunnicutt, March 24, in the amount of $28.00, for 
making an excavation, with a bulldozer, for the building. On April 2, the 
pastor's two young sons, David and Danny, helped their father to begin 
cleaning off the lot in preparation for the building, the first of much 
unselfish service which these two boys were to give to this project. Mr. 
Dickson began his work late in April, and during the months of May, June, 
a.nd July, the m rk went forward apace. The beginning of the actual con­
struction of the building stimulated new interest on the part of the con­
gregation and their friends, resulting in many gifts for the Building 
Fund. 

At a congreg3. tional meeting on Uay 2, the following were elected to serve 
as Trustees of the church: James Thomas Burden, Villiam A. Patter son, 
Mrs. Kate B. Prime (Mrs. George B.), Mrs. Nellie Jackson Hemphill (Mrs. 
James Edwin), Mrs. Rllth Perry Gibbs (Mrs. Leonard Burns); and r' essrs. 
Patterson and Burden were authorized by the congre&l,tion to sign all 
P?pers for the Trustees, after due process. On June 16, the Trustees of 
the Presbytery gave the church lot to the church, and., at the same time, 
the small lot behind the Tribune Office. At a congregJ:ltional meeting on 
Sept ember 12, the co ne;reg:i,. tion authorized its Trustees to sell the small 
lot for the price of ~1,000.00. 

The work on the church pro grassed so that the first service in the new 
building was held. on Sunday morning, July 25, \I'll. th a congregation of 
about ninety packed into the three rooms of the groumt floor, with the 
middle room being used as a temporary sanctuary, and the overflow going 
into the rooms on either end. At this time, the building was very much 
unfinished, but in usable condition on the ground floor. The stonn sheet­
ing on the second story had been covered with felt, to make the building 
weather-proof. Only the sub-flooring was laid on the second floor. There 
were lights in the building, but no permanent light fixtures. The seats 
which had been given by the Toccoa Chu:rch were in use. Mr. and. Mrs. Roy 
Mize, Bpatist friends and close neighbors of the church, had offered the 
use of a reed. organ which belonged to one ~f their sons, and it had been 
placed in the church. Life and Service Hymns, which had been borrowed from 
the Tiger Church when the Cla..yton work was begun in 1952, were the hymn 
books. At this first service, :Mr. Gibbs preached on nThe Secret of the 
Church's Strength'', Matthew 16: 18, the same text on which Dr. E. L. Hill 
had preached on the occasion of the organization of the church, February 
22, 1953. The secrets of the Church's strength, as presented in this 
sermon are: A Divine Founder, A Divine Message to Be Proclaimed, Divine 
Gifts to Enable Her to Perform Her :Ministry, and the Devoti on of lier 
Manbers. 

At a meeting of the Sessi. on, at the church, September 26, before the 
morning ser vie e, Mr. James Shook was examined and :received into the member­
ship of the church on profession of faith. At the service that morning he 
made his public profession and was baptized. ' 
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The :funds in hand were not sufficient to bring the building to that stage 
at which it would be usable and. would not be damaged by the weather. It 
was necessary, therefore, for the church to borrow money for this purpose. 
'l1he a.mount of .~1500. 00 WaB borrowed from the Bank of Cl eyton, and a note 
for $ 200. 00 was given to c. M. Dickerson for materials. 

In the fall of this year, small gas heaters were installed in three of 
the rooms on the ground floor, one of the rooms having been subdivided 
after the building was put in use. Mr. TTillis :u. Everett, of Atlanta and 
Lakemont, very graciously lent the church an oil he~ter vm.ich was used 
for the remainirg room. 

At a meeting of the ession on Se-pternber 29, Mrs. I:Iyrtle Smith Shook 
(l!rs. Clifford) was received by letter from the Tiger Presbyterian 
Church. Elder James T. Burden was electet1 Clerk of Session. The Session 
authorized the pastor to request $1,000.00 from the Board of Church ~ten­
sion, to pay for the laying of brick to veneer the building. 

During the summer, Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs had gone to Highlands, N. c., to see 
l~r. and I:irs. Henry K. Burns, Sr., of Bacon, Georgia, at their sur.omer home, 
to lay before 1.rr. Bur.as a req_uest for help toward. veneering the building 
with brick. Shortly after this, Hr. Gibbs revei ved. a letter from Mr. 
Burns, dated August 16, 1954, from which we quote: 
''Since m, return from Highlands, we have discussed the matter of briok 
for your church at Clayton, and we decided. to donate 21,000 brick, which 
are worth between $ 700.00 and $800.00, toward the building fund for the 
Clayton Presbyterian Church. Before any brick are to be delivered, vi.e want 
to be sure you have funds available to meet the expenses of laying the 
brick and that your bills have been paid in order that all liens out­
standing have been p9.id. 1/e do not want to make a donation the size of 
to a church that may become involved with liens from other parties." 

Statistical Report : 

Communicants on roll at beginning of year 
Added on profession of faith 
Added on certificate 
TotaJ. on roll during year 
Losses 
Total on roll at end of year 

Officers: Elders, 2 

Adult baptisms, l 

Contributions: 
Current Expenses 
Benevolences 
Total, other than Building Fu:nd 

17 
1 
3 

21 
0 

21 

"443.00 
i(102.oo 
,w 545. 00 

Building Fund Expenditures $ 6962.23 

Signed: Jf .13, LU 
Er. Tyson Hope, who had finished his Junior year a t Columbia Seminary, was 
student a.asistMt t© Mr.- Gibbg fo:r the s1.unn1ar. His name was inadvertently 
omitted in the above account. 
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·:omen of the Church 
Hemphill llemorial Presbyterian Church 
Clayton. l}eorgia 
1954 

The \VOmen of the Clayton Presbyterian Church met in the home of 1:rs. 
James Burden on the evening of Janua1-y 13, 1954. for the purpose of 
organizing themsel vee into a. ':!omen of the Church group. Only five women 
were present. r.frs. L.B.Gibbs presided, g;nd Hrs. 1 .R.Ussery gave the devo­
tional from the first chapter of Acts. After the group had discussed the 
organization of a Vlt>men' s group. they elected the following officers: Pres­
ident, I1rs. James T. Burden; Vice-president, l11rs. J.E. Hemphill; Secretary 
and Treasurer, l.:rs. George B. Prime; Historian, Hrs. Elizabeth O Knox; 
Chairman of .3piri tual 'lrowth, :Mrs. L.B. Gibbs. 

The group decided to invite themselves to join the Tiger women in their 
covered dish snpper and to review the foreign mission study book. This 
meeting ,vas held during the foreign mission season, when the pastor, Rev. 
L.B.Gibbs. was to lead the study. Plans were made for purchasing the 
necessary literature for programs and Bible study for the year. It was 
decided that since the work of the TTomen of the Church was new to many of 
the women, we ivo uld spend the year without assigning chai:rmen for the 
various causes. Each cause was to be presented in its season. 

ll rs. Yu1ox presented an interesting article on TTThe World Church"• this 
being the program for this meeting. In closing the meeting. ]:rs. Gibbs 
led the group in the study of the first chapter of Acts. The five women 
present at this meeting were: Hrs. James T. Burden, Mrs. Elizabeth o. Knox, 
t irs. L.B.Gibbs. l"rs. ·.1.R.Ussery, and Miss May J\icTiowell. 

Twelve meetings were held during the year. Bible study from Acts and the 
circle conversation period we re a part of each meeting. The group was not 
assigned a White Cross quota, but made ten 11 ttl e dress es just the same. 
the group was encouraged by letters of congratula.ti ons and encouragement 
from the Synodical President. l{rs. A.M.Bowen; the President of the Women 
of the Church, Athens Presbyte:ry, 1:lrs. P.L.Hutchins; and the Chairman of 
Group Three, 11i rs. A. J. ·walter. We were the 219th local organization in 
Georgia. 

On February 7, 1954, the name of our church was changed. to the Hemphill 
r,:emorial Presbyterian Church, honoring the late Dr. J.E.Hemphill. who had 
longed to see a Presbyterian church in Clayton. 

The group sent gifts to two Thornwell girls from time to time during the 
year. Vie joined all the Presbyterian i;vornen of Rabun County at Rabun Gap 
for the Birthdey Party. This county-wide meeting had become an annual 
affair. The women of the Presbyterian churches in the county take turns 
acting as hostesses for the Birthday Party. We contributed to all the 
causes of our Church. but our greatest interest, perhaps. was in our own 
Building Fund. We co-operated with our :Jaily Vaca.ti on Bible School by 
furnishing refreshments for the children each day. 

During the year our member ship has grow.a., and our attendance durl ng the 
tourist season has been especially good. Our first year in the ,rnrk of the 
church has been a joyous one, filled :vi.th satisfaction and spiritual 
blessings. ·we feel that our iiOmen have grovm in the knowledge of the 
Bible and of our Church. g~~ ~ - tlu~,. 

S14~·. ~ (y. ~i 

~ 



.Athens Presbytery 
Hemphill 1.Temorial Presbyterian Churoh 
Cleytont Georgia, 
1955 

Rev. L.B.Gibbst Pastor 

Session: Elder William A. Patt er son, Clerk of Session aftijr October l 
Elder James Thomas Burd.enJll Clerk of Session until October 1 
Elder William R. Ussery 

Diaconate: Deacon Randolph C. Ussery 

Sunday .3chool Superintendent: Mr. William A. Patterson 

Ad.di tions: irrs. Frank Abram st by letter from the Clayton Methodist Church; 
Berry Lee Bray, by letter from the King Memorial Presbyterian 

Church; 
!{rs. Edi th York Bray ( wife of Berry Lee), on profession of 

faith; 

Baptisms: 

lTrs. I.:a:ey Bagwell, by letter from the Third Presbyterian 
Church, Greenville, South Carolina; 

Iv: rs. Annie Carpenter Dodgins, by letter from the Rabun Gap 
Presbyterian Church; 

Roy A. Hodgson, by letter, from the First Presbyterian Church, 
Athens, Geo rgia.; 

1✓I rs. A.U.Oxnert on re-affirmation of her faith, formerly a 
member of the Methodist Church, Jesup, Georgia; 

li rs. Beulah Trusty Smith (widow of Andrew), by-~ letter from the 
Tiger Presbyterian Church; 

Mrs. Elise Smith 3peed, on her own statement of her membership 
in the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Clayton, Ga.t"RFD; 

William R. Ussery t by letter, from the Tiger Presbyterian Church; 
11 rs. Annie Cannon Ussery ( '\lvife of William R. ) by letter from 

the Tiger Presbyterian Church; 
Randolph Cannon Ussery, by letter from the Tiger Presbyterian 

Church; 
George Weatherly t by letter, from the Park Avenue Methodist 

Church, Valdosta, Georgia; 
l( rs. Carolyn Ussery :7eatherly (wife of George), by letter, from 

the Park Avenue r.:ethodist Church, Valdosta, Georgia. 

Infant: Deborah Ann Heatherly, araughter of t"}eorge and Carolyn 
Heatherly, at the York House, December 27, 1955. 

Adult: Hrs. Edith York Bray, October 2, 1955. 

Dismissals:Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Gibbs Hawks (wife of Robert s.) to the 
Bealeton Presbyterian Church, Bealetont Virginia; 

James Thomas Burden, to the Rabun Gap Presbyterian Church; 
l~rs. It:argaret Ferqueron Burden ( wife of Jar.:i es Thomas} to the 

Rabun gap Presbyterian Church; 
(Linda Arm Burden, the baptized, non-communicant daughter of 
the above couple, to the Rabun Gap Presbyterian Church} 

The Session made£plans for the participation of the church in the 
Assembly-wi e Evangelistic Campaigh, but, through no fault of the church, 
the plans were not carried out. In March, when the meetings were to be 
held the church did not have a meeting-place large enough to have evang­
elistic services and to invite the generaJ. public. Therefore, it was 
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thought best to undertake a campai ~n of visitation evangelism in this 
church, at the same time that meetings were to be held in some of the other 
churches of the county, and generally throughout the Synod of Georgia. The 
minister who was assigned to this church, from the Synod of South Carolina, 
was not willing to undertake such a program under the circumstances, and 
the matter was dropped, special evgngelistic services being postponed 
until the facilities were more adequate. 

The 3essi on called a meeting of the congregation, to be held on !.:arch 20. 
The meeting was held on that date, was moderated by Dr. James H. ~ailey, 
Jr., of Columbi~ Seminary, and the following actions, all of which had 
been included in the call for the meeting, were taken: 
I.A Donation Contract with the Board of Church Extension, to secure a 
grant of .~ 500. 00 to be used on the church building, was adopted, and 
Elders Burden and Patterson were authorized to sign this instrument. 
2.1Ir. ·:7illiam R. Ussery, who had been an Elder in the Tiger Church from 
October, 1922, until he became a member of this church on January 3,1955, 
was elected Elder. 
3.1,! r. Randolph C. Ussery, who had been a member of the Tiger Church for 
a number of years before becoming a member of this church on January 3, 
1955, was elected Deacon. 
4. Rev. L.B.Gibbs, who had served this church from the date of its organ­
ization, first as Evangelist and then as Stated Supply, was called to 
become its Pastor, with the church paying .,192.00 per year as its share 
of his salary, with partici-oation in the Ministexs' .Annuity Fund. Elders 
Patterson and Burden were authorized to sign the ca.11. 

On 17ey 10, :3.ev. L.B.Gibbs was installed as Pastor, by a Cor.rrnission of the 
Presbytery, consisting of Rev. rressrs. Cook w. Freeman, Fred Clark, 
and Jerry D. Otwell; and Elders Karl _illderson and 7illiam T. O'Neal. Yr. 
flilliam R. Ussery was installed as an Elder, and Hr,!. Randolph c. Ussery 
was ordained and installed as the church's first ~eacon, on June 26. 

]Cr. Robert Teed, who was finishing his Junior year at Columbia. Seminary, 
was secured to assist the Pastor during the sum~er months. He preached at 
this church and at the other churches in the county, assisted in Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools, and in pastoral visitation. His assistance made 
it possible for this church to have service each Sunday mor..aing during 
the summer, and, vm.th the help of other supply preachers, this schedule 
was kept up through st\§tember. 1:r. Teed was gi van the re sponsi bili ty for 
organizin~ a Youth Fellowship, to be centered in Clayton, but to be open 
to the yotf'ng people from all the Presbyterian churches in the county. 
There was a good response from the young people of the Timpson outpost, 
and this group became a joint undertaking of the Hemphill 1Iemorial Church 
and the Timpson outpost. The young people from the Tiger Cgurcg attended 
several times, but this was not maintained for very long. Mrs. Frank 
Abrams was Mr. Teed' s assistant in this work with the young people, and 
became Adult Advisor when his vrork ended on August 31. 

In the spring of this year, oak flooring was laid in the auditorium and 
the room on the second floor, and the outside entrance to the auditorium 
was made usable. 1:uch labor was gi van on this work by Mr. Burden, Nr. 
Patterson 1~r. Randolph Ussery, I.Ir. Willis Everett, and Javicl and Danny 
Gibbs. Th~ room on the second floor was ceiled, and it became the home 
of the Intermediate-Senior Class, with Mrs. Abrams as teacher. In the 
fall, a small gas heater was installed in this room, so that it could be 
used during the winter. 
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Pews were moved into the auditorium on the second floor, and services 
were held there during the summer months. ;'Then cold weather arrived in 
the fall, it was necessary to move back to the ground floor for services, 
as there was no heat in the auditorium, and it was not ceiled. The con­
gregation did this, however, with the definite goal and purpose of going 
forward with the finishing of the auditorium during the next year to such 
an extent that it would not be necessary to move downstairs again. 

The Sunday 3chool had continued to give its offering on the first 
Sunday in each month to the Building Fund. Numerous gifts had c~~tinued 
to come in for the work. The note of approximately $200.00 which had been 
given to C.M.Dickerson for materials in August, 1954, was paid on Jan-
uary 26, the amount being ~210.66. The Board of Church Extension made a 
grant of $500.00 in May of this year. Ur. John E. Clarke, a sumrner resident 
of Clayton, a Methodist, had attended this church and had been greatly 
interested in its development. He had made a gift of $100.00, and had 
included the church in his will for $500.00. Mr. Clarke died. on April 9, 
and rr. Gibbs was called to Atlanta to conduct his funeral on Konday, 
April 11. The bequest was paid to the Building Fund in August by ~r. 
Clarke's neice, Nrs. Gilbert stokes, of Atlanta. In September, the Pres­
bytery's Committee of Church Extension gave the Fund $100. 00 which had 
come to it from the Synod's Committee for this purpose. The $1500.00 note 
was paid off, the final installment on July 2. 
In September, the church was given a car, a 1949 Oldsmobile 11 88", by rr. 
and Yrs. D.L.Floycl, of Athens, Georgia. As the pastor and his family, with 
occasional help from others, had for some time been transporting two fam­
ilies to and from Sunday School and church services, it was decided that 
the car should be kept and used, rather than being sold. The Session 
agreed to r,;r. Gibbs' using it pe1· sonally, as \'Ve 11 as for the church, with 
him paying the operating expense for his own use of it. The Session put 
$10.00 into the operating expenses, and soon $10.00 per month was secured 
from the committee which administered the money corning each month from the 
Yen's Class of the Druid Hills Church, Atlanta. 

IN September, Rev. John M. Ash came to the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School to 
teach Bible. Even before he was definitely engaged by the School, the 
Session of the Rabun Gap Church had talked about the possibility of his 
working also with the church, as an assistant to, or associate with, l;r. 
Gibbs. This developed so that he was called by the church there as Assoc­
iate Pastor, and was to do as much preaching as called for by the schedule 
of the Rabun Gap Church and the Betty's Creek Outpost. Mr Gibbs, still 
being Pastor, was still to preach at these places occasionally, at which 
times l!:r. Ash would preach at one of the other churches in the county. This 
made it possible for the Rabun Gap Church to have a morning service on the 
first, as well as the third Sunday in the month; and also enabled Mr. 
Gibbs to have a full-time schedule in the other churches of the county. At 
a congregational meeting held on :December 10, the Hemphill Memorial Church 
approved a schedule of services for every Sunday morning, at 10:00 o'clock: 
during the w.inte:r months, and at 11:00.o'clock during the summer-, June 
through September. 

A.t the Congregational Meeting on .December 10, 1:r. and Mrs. William B. 
Ussery were elected as additional members of the Building Committee. rrs. 
Prime had become infirm and was spending the winte:r in Florida; i:rs. 
Hemphill was in North Carolina in the vdnte1· months; l!r. Burden had moved 
to Rabun Gap, and consequently the Committee had been reduced to a number 
which was considered inadequate. 
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In the early fall, Mr. Gibbs wrote to i:r. Burns about the gift of bricks 
for the church, which Mr. Burns had promised for use, when the church was 
out of debt and able to use them. The company was behind with its orders, 
and could. not send the bricks immediately, but they were shipped later, 
and arrived in Clayton just after Christmas. This carload of very good 
bricks came as the gift of Er. Henry IC. Burns, Sr., a life-long Presbyter­
ian who had grovm up in liaysville, Georgia, and had been in the brick­
making business at Macon for a number of years. The Building Fund paia_ the 
freight and drayage costs, amounting to $142.06. The bricks were stacked 
in the church yard, and covered to protect them from the weather until 
weather conditions would penni t their use. 

In December, through the kind offices of Mr. 1.'lillis IJ. Eve1·ett, who had 
already befriended the church, a number of pews were given to the church 
by the First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia. These pews had first 
been used in the old First Church building on Hari etta Street, and. sub­
sequently used in Sunday School departments at the church on Peachtree 
Street. 

Statistical Report: 
Communicants on roll at beginning of year 
Added an profession 

21 
1 

13 
35 

3 
32 

Added on certificate and re-affirmation 
Total on roll during the year 
Dismissed to other churches 
Total on roll at end of year 

Baptisms: Adult, l; Infant, 1 

Contributions: 
Current Expenses 
Benevolences 
Total, except for Building Fund 

Building Fund Expenditures 

Sunday School: 
Kinder gar ten 
J?rirm ry 

Enrollment 
7 

Junior 
Intermediate-Senior 
J ixed Adult Class 
Officers and Teachers 
'.l.1otal 

11 
9 
7 

14 
6 

o4 

$1225.91 

Teacher 
Urs. Elise Speed 
Kiss Opal Patterson 
Hrs. Gibbs. Mrs. Oxner 
1.irs. Abrams 
I.Ir. Patterson 
Secretary: Randolph C. Ussery 

Signed f.f-3, ~ 
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The Women of the Church of the Hemphill Memorial Presbyterian Church 
began its second year with the following officers: President, Hrs. James 
T. Burden; Vice-President, !Jrs. J.E.Hemphill; Secretary, Mrs. L.B.Gibbs; 
I'reasurer, l,:rs. George B. Prime; Historian, Mrs. Eliza.beth o. Knox; Chair­
man of Spiritual Growth, !Uss May Ma.:Uowell; Chainnan o!I World 1"1issions, 
Mrs. Frank Coleman; Chairman of Church Extension, Mrs. Elizabeth o. Knox; 
Chainnan of Christian Education, l rs. A. M. Oxner; Chai nnan of .Annul ties 
and Relief, 1:rs. r;. R. Ussery; Chainnan of Stewardship, l~rs. Frank Abrams; 
Chairman of General Fund Agencies, Mrs. James Coleman. 

Our pastor, Rev. L.B.Gibbs, led us in the study of Romans for the year. 

We joined with the 1.Yiley and Tiger women in our ~Vorld Mission study, 
nFace to Face with India", in February. Je sent dresses through the 
"7hi te Cross to Africa.. 

1"/e were hostesses to the Birthday Party in May, when the women of the 
Rabun Gap Church had charge of the program. lirs. Philip Greear, of Helen, 
recently home from Japan, where her husband served in the armed forces, 
brought the Birthday Objective to our attention most effectively. 

lSrs. Eliza.beth O. Knox moved to Hartwe 11 before the year was out, and 
Tu:rs. Mary Bagwell was made Historian. 

The Presbyterian men and women of Rabun County met to gather for the 
study, "You Can Witness", during the Church Extension Season. This meeting 
was held in the Tiger Church, vi th more than a hundred in attendance. 

rte sent gifts again to the same children at Thornwell. Our 1,,vomen have 
taken pride in placing flowers in the church.. 7e were represented at 
Toccoa on October 20 at the meeting of the Women of the Church of Athens 
Presbytery. 

Our interest in working toward the completion of our church building has 
been active, a:nd, again, the most of our money has been used. at home. 
However, vi.e have contributed. to all the causes of our church. 

Signed: 



.A.th.ens Presbytery 
Hemphill Memorial Presbyterian ChuJ."ch 
Clayton, Georgia 
1956 

Rev. L.B. Gibbs, Pas tor 

Session: Elder William .A. Patters on, Clerk of Session 
Elder riilliam R. Ussery 
Elder Roy A. Hodgson 

Diaconate: Deacon Randolph Cannon Ussery 
Deacon Edgebert G. ~:Vatts 
Deaaon George Weatherly 

Sunday School Superintendent: Mr. William A. Patterson 

Additions: Edgebert G. Watts, by letter from Tiger Presbyterian Church; 
Jirs. Della Crawford ~1:atts ( wife of Edgebert G), by letter 

from Tiger Presbyterian Church; 
Mrs. Beulah Thornton, by letter, from f;lenn Springs, south 

Carolina, Presbyterian Church; 
I,.7rs. Jnorence Sanders, by letter, from Clayton Methodist 

Church; 
Mrs. Ruth Burrell Thompson ( wife of Grover), by letter, from 

King t:emorial Presbyterian Church; 
Hrs. Lorraine Smith Carpenter, on her own statement, from 

Carver's Chapel Baptist Church, Clayton, '1eor gia.. 

Dismissals:George Lambert, to a Presbyterian Church in Atlantic City,N.J.; 
Hrs. Ruth Perry Gibbs (vr.i.fe of Leonard B. ), to Cold Spring 

Presbyterian Church, Bristol, Tennessee; 
David. l :i tchell Gibbs, to Cold Spring Presbyterian Church, 

Bristol, Tennessee; 
Daniel Perry Gibbs, to Coli Spring Presbyterian Church, 

Bristol, Tennessee. 

At the beginning of this year, the church asked, and secured, the permiss­
ion of the Presbyte:cy to amend its call to the pastor by raising its share 
of his salary from $192.00 to $ 300.00 per year. At the end of the year, it 

.;', accepted, as its share of the pastor's salary for 1957, ~.;>360.00; and accept 
ea{the Presbytery's asking of .'.5200.00 for benevolences for 1957, twice the 
amount hich had been asked, and more than paid, in 1956. Up to this time, 
this church has always given more for benevolences than was asked. by the 
Presbyte r y. 

In January, a gift of $ 500.00, unsolicited and unexpected, was received 
from JJr. and J..:rs. Floyd K. '.3eigler, friends of the church, of Sarasota., 
Florida. During the year, as has constantly been true since before the 
building was begun, there were numerous smaller gifts coming from numer­
ous friends. 

IN April the work: of bricklaying, veneering the church, vras begun. Mr. 
V:ilbur Garrison, of Dillard, Georgia, was employed as the head mason, and 
as his associates, 1Iessrs. Tom Hopkins and Russell Cabe, of Otto,N.C.; 
Mr. Elabert rv_cClure, Jr., of Dillard, Georgia; Mr. T.J.Hamby, of Clayton, 
Georgia. rr. ,filliam Dickson and Er. Julian Wheeler, as carpenters, with 
J..lr. Dickson in charge of all the work, were also• employe0_ at this time. 
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':'hese men were more than hired hands, and their names deserve to go a.own 

in the permanent history of the church. They gave to the church well over 
a hundred dollars worth of labor, and each of them took a keen personal 
interest in the work. The excellence of the brick work on the church, and 
of the carpentry, is a tribute, not only to their skill and efficiency, 
but to their desire to help to make this a beautiful place of ~orship. 

To help in the brick-laying project, the Rabun Gap-lJacoochee "chool , and 
the contractors who were .;.rorking on the shop building there, were most 
co-operative in releasing scaffolding material as soon as possible. The 
Ritter Lumber Company donated some of the lumber for the scaffolding, and 
r!r. Berry A. Floyd, County Superintendent of Scgools, very graciously lent 
a goodly amount of lumber vib.ich belonged to the County School Board.. Hr. 
William Dtlmcan, a builder, the next-door neighbor of the church, very 
generously lent lumber for for scaffolding. All of this resulted in a 
substantial reduction in the cost of the undertaking. t:r. :Robert Vickers, 
Ordinary of the County, assisted materially in shaping up the church yard 
by having dirt hauled in fro□ a grading project which was under -.1ay. 

The bricklaying was completed in the latter part of Eey. It was necessary, 

in order to pay for materials used in connection ·with the bricklaying 
( mortar mix and sand.) and some other v1J 1·k v1hich was done on the church at 
this time, to borrow ~?325.00 from the Bank of Clayton. Through the gener­
osity of friends, and the gifts of the congregation, it was possible to 
pay this note off by August 6. The pews which had come from Atlanta were 
set up in the second-floor auditorium, and the congregation moved upstairs 
early in the summer. 

Gifts of shrubbery by the late Hr. and 1:.:rs. A.L.Yarn, of the Clayton 
l~ethodist Church; and later gifts fro1"1 l!r. and Hrs. Homer Cook, of Clarkes­
ville, provided for the future beautification of the church grounds. 

The family of the late Dr. and rrs. Gillespie Enloe, summer residents of 
the county for many years, had pledged :j;,400.00 as a memorial -to their 
parents, payable Jl00.00 annually, 1954-57. All that had been paid up to 
this time had been used mn the general fund, with the pledge to the family 
that a suitable memorial \70Uld be provided.. Early in 1956, the Newton 
Bible Cla.ss, of the Central Presbyterian Church, Athens, l}eorgia, sent a 
memorial gift of ~25.00 i:rj. honor of the late Charles H. Newton; and later 
in the year Mrs. :Newton sent a memorial gift of ;pl00.00. fli th her knowledge, 
this woo also used, at the time, in the general fund. In August of this · 
year, Hrs. L.B.Gibbs received some special gifts which made it possible 
to designate these memorials and go ahead v1ith the work on them. According­

ly, a plan was put before the Building Committee ?Y M~s. Gibbs? and having 
been approved there, was put before the c ongrega ti on 1.n a meeting on 
August 26. The plans were approved by the congregation, as shown by this 
extract from the minutes of the meeting: 
1rrt woo proposed that different grou of the '7omen of the Church should 
be responsible for the completion of different rooms do~mstairs. This plan 
had been approved by the Building Cornmi ttee. One woman would be chairman 
in charge of each room, and rrould be res!X)nsible for her room. Hrs. Gibbs 
requested tha.t she be allowed to use $400.00 which had come to her in 
snecial gifts and had been set apart in a special fund, to complete two 
downstairs root1s as memorials to Dr. and !,:rs. Enloe, and I:!r. C.H.Nevrton. 
The following were to be in charge of various rooms: lirs. Gibbs and Mrs. 
,atts co-ch3.irmen; Mrs. Hemphill;i:rs. Bagwell and l"rs. Thornton, co-chair­

men; it.rs. Oxner and Mrs. Kennecly, co-chairm~n; 1 rs. Weatherly (upstairs 
classroom). motion to accept the above plan was made by Jfrs. Weatherly, 
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seconded by !~r. Patterson, and passea unanimously, 1'r. Ussery made a 
motion that the auditorium ceiling of sheetrock should be put up. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Patterson and passed unanimously.rr 

In carrying out the above plan, the overhead ceiling and sheetrock sidewalls 
were completed, the walls of all the do1vmstairs rooms and the upstairs 
classroom were painted, recessed ceiling light fixtures were installed, and. 
folding doors were put in between the Kindergarten and Primary rooms. The 
sheetrock ceiling was put in the auditorium and was painted. l.~r. i,'l. T. 
Palmour, a ho use finisher, of Greenville, south Carolina, a friend of r.rrs. 
Bagwell, was most generous in giving work for the large room downstairs, in 
purchasing rmterials at a special price, and in giving the church a special 
tate on the work of putting up sheetrock and painting, both upstairs and 
downstairs. 

I:Ir. Willis M. Everett, Jr., of Atlanta and Lakemont, secured valuable 
gifts for the church this year, in addition to \1hat he had already done. 
From a bank which 1:vas bein.'t' remodelled in Atlanta, he secured the six 
beautiful li ght fixtures for the auditorium. He brought, from the First 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, thirty chairs and two tables, for the 
Kindergarten and Primary rooms; and ap~roximately two hundred copies of 
the Hymnal Hhich had been used in that church, all in good condition. He 
raised, among his friends in Atlanta, ~~ 225.00 for the purchase of a gas 
heating unit for the auditorium, which Mr. Bob Holcomb, President of the 
Blue Flame Heating Co., sold to him for $200.00, at a reduction of $150.00, 
leaving ~) 25. 00 to help with the installation. All this was done in addition 
to his having secured donations for the Building Fund in 1954, and it is 
not knovm how much he has given, himself, in money as well as in service. 
Mr. Earl King, representative of the Tugalo Gas Co., gave his services 
in the install a ti on of the heating unit, and Mrs. Hemphill had the light 
fixtures installed. in the auditorium. 

As this account is being written, in December, 1956, the auditorium still 
lacks the wainscoting and the finiming of the floor. 

In August, the Session approved a proposal for an evangelistic meeting, 
the first for this church, and the date was set for the week beginning 
September 23. Rev. Robert Dobbins, Pastor of the Thomson, Georgia, Pres­
byterian Church, was secured to hold the services. The response in inter­
est and attendance was encouraging. _\ s a result of the services, Mrs. 
Beulah Thom ton, Mrs. Florence Sanders, and 1.!rs. Grover Thoripson united 
with the church. There was one boy who made a profess ion of faith, but 
he did not unite virith this church. 

At a congregational meeting, held on October 28, Mr. Roy Hodgson was 
elected Elder, and rressrs. Edgebert G. .Vatts and George Weatherly were 
elected. Deacons. ·:rhe church voted to enter the p reposed Rabun County 
Larger Parish of Presbyterian Churches, and elected Ur. Roy Hodgson, 1 rs. 
George Weatherly, and Mrs. Uary Bagwell as representatives on the Parish 
Council. At a congregational meeting held. on November 25, the following 
-.vere elected as additional Trustees: Mrs. George '.Veathe:rly, Mr. E.G. Watts t 
t:r. Randolph Ussery; and the following vere elected as additional members 
of the Building Cor.:imi ttee: Ness rs. Roy Hodgson, E. G-• . Vat ts, and Randolph 
Ussery. At this same meeting, the congregation voted to concur with the 
pas tor in his request to the Presbytery for the dissolution of the pastoral 
relationship, in order that he might gccent a call to the Cold Spring Pres­
byterian Church, Bristol, Tennessee. 



Hemphill Yemoria.l, 1956, continued 

On November 11, the :Jessi on elected. ::r. r:.eorge ,;ea.therly to serve a,s 
Treasurer of the Building }fond. 

On December 18, the -1omen of the Church, ,1i th the assistance of the Young 
People, presented the Christmas pageant, "Until the nay Dawn". Mrs. E.G. 
Watts was the :Direator, and Mrs. r.1ary Bagwell and I,rrs. Gibbs had leading 
parts in the pageant. The drama was presented after a family night supper 
at the church, and both features of the evening were greatly enjoyed by 
all of those present. There were gifts for the children, and the people of 
the church presented the pastor and his family with a gift of more than 
$ 74.00. 

On Sunday, December 23, r.:r. Roy Hodgson was ordained and installed as as 
Eld.er, and Hr. E.G. Ylatts was ordained. and installed. as a Deacon. Mr. 
George Weatherly was ordained and installed as a Deacon on Sunday, Dec­
ember 30. 

Statistical Report: 

Communicants on roll at beginning of year 
Added on certificate 
rotal on roll during year 
:Dismissed to other churches 
Total on roll at end of year 

32 
6 

38 
4 

34 

Building Fund expenditures $3130.78 



AthE-ns Pr6sbyt~ry 
Bempbill Menorial ... re~,'JytE...ria..1 Churc:1 
Clayton , Geor ·ia 
1,57 

Our church , h v in lost our bclove-i Gib s , l-rhei1 .. eve rend 
L . B. Gibbs accepted a call to the Cold Spri ~X C'u~ch in 

. Bri.stol , ..:er.u.1c~see , January 1, 1957, l1ad the sE.r Ticcs of' 
J.ev0rend Cool,: FreE.rrn.n for t c r l,h of Ja.'lU'U'Y . Dl'r np.: the 
succced..:.1r; ~.111 lulS of Fe1:>ruf'ry , .1arch, A ril , a...'1.d o..;t of riay, 
utuu.cnts fr-i 1 Col1.:mb·a Se i r:r· , altE...r'1, t.:_c. ... S1'nri 0 :rs ir:ith 
,E..vcrend Joh..11. As'1. of ,' un GaJ , Geor ia , f'illed our pul~'Jit . 
,e c<~1 s 'C rel.~ s"y Grl' t ·H •cr'e very '·uc'1 "'·1prenred w:I th 
v 1e f • 1.e 1es es ~re 2ec...,5.ve1.. from the 11Cn ::"1"'0~: Colunbia . 

::-.n l".ce .., , r:r . .... ar.;,on Anc"c:;.•so .1, Q L .c_1-r in the ~E:-c"tur 
l lgh Scl".o 1, Decc:.J...,ur, Geor ia, C['J.le to nerve the Presoytcrian 
chr ·r 1_, 1 ·r1_-i County for ·che s nn1er rnontho . I e and his 
f o.n .J.. Y j_ u ~ u;. manse . i.:r . Ane1ersor... re::runed 1: s sc··ool 
ducit J.1 Se )t0,nb r uL......, co 1tinues t0 serve t'ie c.1urc''.lE::S on 
wed: - E-nQs . 

Our bu5.ldi•1r, ·"'1.:1C::. ~:."'ew stc'.L ... :i l:" , and 
th~ ::.nteri0r of our sa1ctuary, the en[,ry , 
to th downstairs 

·e nere able to .J. •• 1is1.1 
c ... nd a ~~11 le~-ing 

.r:1e 111.,.1- of'-the- Church , a county 1>.idc or anizati m , r,wt 
11ont: ly du:ein the yc1;:,.r . 

Our bud 0t , h vine been i.1-icreased ov&r last yeo..r I s , was 
net in full . ?he church ' s contr~buti ).1 to Chu_.,ch atension 
W8.S VGry '')Od o 

A 8UiJ Gr or t 1 6 _ res 1ytcr::.n.I1 Le;n and • Iorien ,1f 1[' i"'".n 

Co 1nty ~,ras s r: rved < l, ,_; .. e c1 .1·rch in IIar'ch wnen Dr . =~a.rl Anc ei-'son 
of Rf'bw-: G.'.:'..p .. )resented an 2 1eal :.'oi• contribl1 ti '1s for tne 
nor res yterian Student Cc"'1. ·cer at c:1e Un: versi ty of' Gcor ia . 

I1he c'rnrc:1 r s reprcscntec. at Fl•e.::;b, tery cui'i'1. the ye F1r . 



Athens Pres. 
Hemphill Memol"ial Church 
1957 

l1enbers or' n em ,L::::.l ME.,:::r>orir;.l Presbyterian Cl:urch 
Clayton , Geor r• ia 
Rs of Dece1'1ber 31, 1957 

1 . 1:rs . fary -3u :..> 
i ~ ---

2 . I~Ir . 3arry L. 3ray 

,., 
_) . Nrs . Borry Ld Bray 

L!- • Mrs . Lorraine CarneD.ter 

5 . Mrs . Hary Colem&""l 

6. Ivirs . Annie Dodgi·1s 

7- Mrs . J. ~ Hemphill ..... . 
G. Hr . Joy Hod~son 

9 . Hrs . Kelly Hopper 

10. IIrs . Hary Kennedy 

11. Nrs . o. : ,-. Oxner 

12. Mr . , illirun Patterson 

13. Ilro. ~lillio.m PL.tterson 

14. Hiss Opal Patterson 

15. Miss Ona Jean Patterson 

16. Mrs . Georre Prine 

17. Mrs . Florence Sanders 

18. I1r . Ray Siewert 

}Piled at n on treat 
Feb. 20l l958 

'10!1hH- . wJJr... 
Histori , woe 
Athens Pres . 

19 . •tr: • :irs • Ray s_· c,rnrt 

20 . Mrs . Myrtle Shook 

21 . IIr . Jaraes S1"0,k 

22 . IIrs . Andrew Smith 

23 . ;1rs • l!;les e Soeed 

21,. . Mrs . Nannie Sue Thompson 

25 . Hrs . Grover S:hompson 

26 . II:es . Beulsh Thornton 

27 . ilr . w. R. Ussery 

213 . :r-rrs . w. R. t.Jssery 

29 . Ih., . Rar1dolph Ussery 

30 . Mr . Egbert Uatts 

31 . Hrs . Egb1Srt 1/['tts 

32 . IIr . Geor'"•e :·Jeatherly 

33 . Mrs . Geor e Weatherly 

34. Hr . Frank Wilson 

35. Mrs . Frank Wilson 



Athens Presbytery 
omen of [,he Church 

I:e:mph~ll I'"e1or:2.l PresbJtcrinn Church 
Clayton, Gc,or~j_a 
1957 

'.i:'he of:::'icers f0r t' e year were: ... resident, ...,.. ·s . A. • • 

Oxn0r; Vice .l:'resiu-..nt, r:rs . : . ::t . l.s..,ery; SecretPry, :tr-s . 
Lerra· 1e CarpcntE..r; I1~~Gas· r'--r , Hrs . I~ary :Ji: .ell; Fi..,torimi , 

r:rrs . GLOi' e TfCc,t erly; Chairman of Anm ... i l,. cs ::.nd :'.:teli(;f, rrrs . 

~r½urt rntts; Chc..irman of Gcnvr 1 .1.'u.nd Causes , ,irs . . R . 
lJssery; C 1LiI•'1ar.. of' Church :S.xtens~on, l'rs . bert lr.-~ts; 
Chair:r1CT1 of Sp5_r·tual G.rm1tl, :r~ss IIay 11cDo 1ell; Ch-::li-r>raar1 of 

Ch:;_1 i s c • G...YJ. Educ -cion , 'frs. r.r0or ·e cE>t erly; C:bc ir inn o!: .orld 

I!:.ss ions , • 1rs . 8eulah T. orn ton; Che. irr1an of Ste, f -~•c S"'- i p , Hrs . 

Mary Colemn.n . 

':::'uel ve rc,.,.ul r mcL ... i 1 s v'ere held c..uri'1.,.... t·1e ye r . Our 

:3:.bl& Scudy H s C -~•i..,u:i.~1 C5.u.·.z lfh:"n l0C:. by diL.c.rL"1.t MC.I"lbers 
of our , roup .. 

.le ucre joi 1t - ho...,t~sses with tl~( .0110n- of- [,ne - CYLurch c.t 

:R.c.."mn Ga--:i i.n .. Iay J..Or c.he .Jirth c,y Parcy :rnen I:.rs . J . Swem.ton 

Ivy, Synoc ical Pres idcnt , very in~ re..., tedly .t-'rc.,scnted, by 

sLides nd disct s::::i0n, her tri) to .,exico "C a re;n., s 1t t:::.ve 
of uhe Synod to see our n-·_sd.ons rnd hos to.ls . 

Our vT i ~e Cros5 q'.10 ca , alt 10· ·h g ... ·t..atly i'1.c.,.,easod over 

>.'.:.. .; ycr..rs . uas nc. t i full , and one o.::' 01 r wonc.n ,ersonall y 

c J 1trioute-. /JO . OJ worth of clothinr_; for ~:.ro 1e :1.:ssio!1s . Our 
or Church Extension 1-ms u.nusurilly 00d . e 

a ',()y fro.1 our to1tm at 'i' 10.rnwcll t Chrj_s tmas with 
ice box of: rrifts . ..c con ti '.le to )l~c0 1'101 ers -: 1 l:; 10 

c 1urcb eac') Sunday . Again , He 1'urnish6d rei'res'~!nents ~·op the 

c~~ld~0n at at"' Dai:) V cation 3iule School . 

Our o.o.,ocir' ninis:;er, ~:r . Iiarian Anuerson , "r:i.'ivcd 
in L.1.ve ·o.y to ... 'illa ... J.l e cy nru:se . Our wnen ccntr>ib ... ed 
:.1.eccssar· atricles o:· ,,_ n1iture f'or !1. • s use . , e are proud of 

the act t ic..t the work n our Su.1dny School rooms , whic~ was 
b(<un last year , uas fj_:nisL d . 

1,e sponsored vWO suppers ~urin the yt-ar . One 7n June 

o ... 10ri. our new c.ssoc." Pte linister and "'~S 1:ife , '.:11.d the 

ot~. r 5.n Dece"1b0r, which wa::; a Christnas Party :'or the c ~.lc..._"en 

of our Su.1 &y Sch J'?l . 

Our me 1b .... rship ,...rGw du.rinz the YE r , ana we ho.d ood 
attendance at o ·r r100tL1 s o 

All in all , ue feel that we hc.ve ')een oleo cd :..c ur work . 

Filed a t ~ontrea t 
Feb. 20, 1958 
,a~ i. (J/,Jvtp., 

Hi s tor i b , 1vOC 
At hens Presbyt ery 



History 1958 
Hemphill Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Clayton, Georgia 

The church continued to be served by Mr. Marion Anderson who 
came on week-ends. Mr. Anderson, a very dedicated man, has endeared 
himself to all of our churches and our town. In June the Andersons 
came to take up permanent residence in the manse, and he is to be 
ordained at the first meetinf of Presbytery in 1959. Members of 
our church met and did needed repairs and cleaning on the manse 
before the Andersons came. 

We were indeed saddened to lose the first member of our church 
by death in February. He was Nir. Vlill_iam R. Ussery, a Ruling Elder 
in our church, and he had served as an elder for thirty-five years. 
We miss his fine leadership greatly. 

We were also sorry to lose Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wilson when they 
moved to Virginia. However, our membership increased when nine new 
members were added. 

Our building program went ahead at a fa.st pace. We were able to 
finish the floors, paint the pews, add carpeting, new hymnals, install 
a new pulpit furniture and organ, and build a concrete walk from the 
street to the entrance of the church. 

Our minister began publishing a semi-monthly newsletter giving 
news of all our churches, and they are received by about two hundred 
people. 

Mrs. Edwin J. Hemphill, who ma.de a tr±p to Europe, gave an excel­
lent talk concerning the Holy Land at our semi-monthly Prayer meeting. 

The Prayer Meetings are held every other Wednesday night and a 
Visitation Program was begun in September which is carried on on al­
ternating Wednesdays. 

We had a most inspiring Reviva.l in November. The visiting 
minister, Presbytery's Executive Secretery, Rev, Samuel Inman, was 
greatly admired by our people and impressed us with his fine messages. 
We feel he is truly a fine men for his job in the Presbytery. 

Our budget was increased and met, and we were able to increase 
somewhat the amount we pay our minister. The Every Member canvass 
was successful. The church was represented at all Presbytery meet­
ings and at Synod. 

We indeed feel God has blessed us by sending us a fine man to 
guide our work, and we are grateful. We have been able to make our 
church into a beautiful sanctuary. 

Filed at Montreat 
Jan. 30, 195~~ 

~ti/\~ • w 
Historia·n ,0 WOC 
Athens Pres. 

Mrs. George Weatherly 
Historian 



Athens Presbytery 
Vomen of the Church 
------ ..,, - -Hemphill IJJ:emori81 Presbyterian Church 
Clayton, Georgia 
1958 

The officers for t,i:le year were: President, Hrs. Egbert Watts; Vice 
President, }:rs. iiilliam R. Ussery; Secretar~r, Mrs. Lor,raine Carpenter; Treasurer, 
l':.•J• }:ary Bc1.:,1well; Historian, ¥.irse George J: .. 'Teatherly; ~hairman of i,.nnuities 
and Relief, Ifrs. Pe~6y Hunter; Chairman o.f General Ft.nd A6encies, :t>7.rs. illirur 
R. Ussery; Chairman of Churcli Extension, Hrs o Be 6";y Hunter; Chairman of Spiritual 
Growth, Mrs. I'ae }~cDowell; Chairman of Christian Education; •Irs • Geor6e J,:. 
Weatnerly; Chairman of ,/orld !iissions, i•irs. Beulah Thornt011; Ghairman of 
Stewardship, Mrs. :Mary Coleman. 

Unu.er our capable President, ~s. -[atts, our twelve regular meetirgs com 
bined the work of the Circle e11d the General Heeting. Our Bitle Study, The 
Nature and Nission of the Church., was presented monthly by members of our 
group. 

In i1ay we were again joint hostesses uith the Women of the Church of 
Rabun Gap in our church for the Birthday Barty at which tir.:e Hrs. H. R. Jordon 
of Atlanta i;ave an interesting talk of hor visit to the missions in 1;~w Orleans 
and Oklahoma. 

Our bud~et was met in full and our specials were emphasized. We bought a 
girl from our county at Thornwell a graduation ring. The flmrcrs for our church 
services were our responsibility as were the refres.bmeilts for our children at 
Daily Vacation Bible School. 

Two of our women, I-'rs. Mary Bagwell and. Mrs. Lorraine Carpenter, helped our 
pianist, Mrs. George Weatherly, and Mrs. Beulah Thornton to organi,..e a Junior 
Choir by being responsible for bringin5 the children in for practice and the 
church service .. 

In June, Mre and Mrs. forion Anderson, ccllTls to take up permanent residence 
in the manse.. We were very hap, y to ha7e a full time mirister at last ft We 
helped with a lot of cleaning and repair of the manse and gave the Andersons 
a surpriso old fashioned pounding soon after they arrived. 

our group was represented at Presbyterial and Hrs. George i:eatherly was 
e eoted as Presbyterial Chairman for General Fund Agencies for the next-two 
years. 

The worr.en sponsored a covered dish supper and party for the Sunday School 
at Christr,1as • 

All in all, we feel that our orbanization has helped each of our women to 
learn more of the Bible and the work of cur Church. 

Filed at Montreat 
Jan~l:~~ 
Historian t woe 
Athens Pres. 

rJ. • ·. 
'ni:M. ,~-- Y4, 

4---



11. thens .i?ro sbytc:ry 
Hemphill l\'lcmorial 
Cl yton , Goor;ia 
1959 

Erosbytorian Jhurch 

'""von though we havon 1 t grown so rr.uch in nur'1bors this 
past year , we fool that God bas blessed our church in r1.any 
·ways. 

1hrough tho able leadership o:f £. rs . Edgebort atts 
as president of our women, we have made progress . 

ho now off ice rs of our wornon 1 s wrk wore installed 
in an impressive ceremony on Docombox tho t·vcntieth by our 
pas:stor , Rev • .iarion ndorson . 

Tho now offi cers for tho yeax 1960 are : x>rcsio..cnt-
1.i.rs . Goorgo foatoor ly; Vice resident- fus . lorraino ar­
pcntor; ocro ta::cy- llrs . Beulah Thornton; Treasurer- i/U's • 
.ud.ge ber t ifatts ; Historian- 1.irs. J.1:ar ion .1-nde rson ; (;ha.ir;nan 
of Spiritua.l Growth- 1.1.rs . Marion ndcrson - ,..rs . :Jdwin Io 
llonphill; lorld ,Iissions- _ . ...rs. Dover Henson; General .iund 
ena. ,fui to Cross- .. !l's . nnio Ussery; Annui tics and Rolief­
Mrs. thol Hopper; Church xtension- ,irs. Carol coves; 
~·01umbis ircle- \~rs . a:.cy i.;oloman; ..,hristian clucation-
; . ..rs . Harold .J. •• incomoyor ; Homos- rs . ~olla. lamoji' ; Steward­
ship- k:rs. Li.ary Kennedy ,. 

oJo arc happy to report that l1dss J!a;fsy ,.~urray and 
l\liss l imi Anderson organized a young peoples ' league and 
at prosont .u,iss arol 'mith has taken over tho leadership, 
ably assisted by l'.irs.· ,, erjoric ...... unsford and 1.JXs .. ~liso 
Speed. 

H th tho becking of our pastor and hard work from 
our lsdios , a. lovely kitchen was added, with all modern 
conveniences . Thore wore many who made donations and help 
ad to make our dream come true . =specially do we want to 
acknowledge the groat assistance of General and Lirs. Remi 
lluopor , of 1-iacon , Georgia, in this ... rojoct . 

lo arc enjoying our monthly covered dish suppers and 
arc happy to report that they have boon well attended . Be­
fore long we hope to have now folcing tables and chairs. 

Athens rosbytory mot at our church on optombor tho 
fifteenth , with around seventy ~-0n in attendance, oven 
though we did have a rainy day. This wss tho first time to 
use 01.l:!' ki tchon . A do ic ious meal v1as served and. all tho 
ladios worked hard to hcl make tho e1oeting a success. 17c 
appreciate tho help of other churches in this field~ ing 
Heuorial- Tiger - Timpson and Hiley. 



On •.• arch tho twenty ninth E star und.ay at 2pm our 
..:· ~tor Il:r . J.',.a.rion Anderson was ordained into tho :Presbyterian 
ministry . Tho ladies sorvod punch and cako in tho basement to 
~embers and out of town guest . 

Those invi tod to assist in ordination wore . Rev. 'am 
Inman oxocutivo secretary of Athens Presbytery , Dr. E. c. Scott 
Stated clerk of tho general Assembly, Rev. Sefton IJtriclcland Jr 
Rev • .11rod Clark, Lr . J. K • .w.uso, 1 ldor fron :b,irst Presbyterian 
Chµrch, ~ccatur, G .• Rev. Bill Bodiford and Rev. Joh.a Lsh. lsO 
"ldors, i • Bill O' o 1 of Tiger church, Mr . Hugh ni to of Ra­

bun Ga.I:! cnuxch, .. :r. Clarence l?hill ips of Timpson, J..Ir. Roy 
llodg~ son of .Io 1_phill church and 111:r. Charles ?ctito of 1 iloy . 

• 
tr. and '.'.LI'S. Anderson assisted 

invi tod friends and rola ti vos to tho 
Calco and coff oo was served. .i:r. and. 
of t~o Andersons took colored movies 
assembled in tho homo. 

by their d ughtcr }IDi 
.Ianso after tho ordination 
-~rs . Bill Jarret friends 
of friends and guest~ 

A revival was hold in Hov. Rev. A. • offett of occoa 

brought tho mossagos . l.iiss Carole Srni th joinod by transfer of 
lotter from the Baptist Church. 

Our other tJcw mombors for tho past yoax re- .hl.l'. and Hrs 
B. 1. Stcvonson from Alexander Lomorial P:cesbytoria.n Church 
in Dcca tu.r, Ga. ,:Ir. Hoyt Dixon on Profession of faith, ouiso 
Dodgins transfer of lotter from Baptist Church and ~iss Patsy 
•urry on rcaffimation of faith, Mrs. Zolla Ra.moy transfer of 
lotter from Tiger Presbyterian Church, files .. J\ ar jorio u.nsford 
and daughter Judy on profession of faith. 

'VE arc enjoying the now paved welk in back of church. 

A good Bible chool was led by iss Janie lie/Clunie an 
tho Pastor. rs. George cathcrly assisted and is always so 
helpful in tho activios of the church. 

In Oct. 11:rs . !ary Bagwell and Mr.. royt Dixon wer o 
united in marriage at an impressive ceremony. This was the 
first marriage to take place in the Hemphill Church and tho 
first over performed by tho Pastor. 

Tho first baby to be baptized in Hemphill church was 
little Jenifer La.uric Little daughter of lr. and 1-rso Horris 
Little .. 



l.-rs. .H .. 1 .. onnoa.y and urs. 1 ,,rion .ndorson attended tho 
tbo fall Presbyterial mooting at Cornelia, Go . 

'le always enjoy ho,vi :.; our tourist friends ·worship with 
us and fool that they hove !:]Cant a lot to our church. 

. specially do we want General a.nd .'1's. Rerai Hue:por, of 
~.1~:rcon, Ga. to know how much tho members of .do,aphill Church 
appreciate all they heve done for our church. 

l1rs. •,dwin Hemphill gave a 'UOS t interesting talk at 
prayer mooting - on her trip to the Holy Land. 

As I come to the close of oux history for the year I9 9, 
IJaJ7 each one of us say in his own heart; 

am but ono; but I am one. 

I cannot do every thing to 

extend God's ingdom. 

But I can do so~cth ing. 

/hat I can do I ought to do 

And by the hol of his spirit, 

I promise that I will do 11 

Filed at Montreat 
I ar. 30, 1960 

13~~& - wJJ;:; 
Historian, '\thens Pres. 
✓omen of the Church 
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ll ld tr ining school for ~u.nday chool ~ ach rs. Sup r e 
rY d. DaT1d B. alth ll, Dir otor of ohri ti UQ tion, 

ijynod of Georgia, w th l d ,r. 

Oontinu d to Te church 
25 n w oh irs w re urch 
nation on the table w s 
on. 

Kitchen w ainte alld 
on the co arete floor. 
d School d art ent, 

er • ~Hx fine, n w t bles and 
t b e ent. 1he first do-

• and s. B.L. 3t hen-

lans ar in the ing to lay tile 
so ll OTer the floors of the sun­
ioh com rises o t of the ba e nt. 

Qaro 1th don Tery ood job in le in our 
young eo • Th 1 eet on .-.."llnda., night t .§.:30. Th"Y also 
enjoy hi throUgh th beautiful ountaina 'Y0 ball 

a t the Ola_yton fiel • 

our omen of the (Um.rah ha had good 1 r under the le cl ahip 
of the J?re id nt, r • ~ar eatheri,. !?he t1naao1 l r ort 
for t ast year e couragi • 
The new otfio r for the year 1960 -1961 : J?reaident, • 
Bulah Thornton; Vioe Pr aid nt, • iat i8l.lant; Se reta.r¥, 

• lorrainA Oa enter; Tr urer, l4rs. Della at,, Hi to-
ria.n d Ohair n of S 1:ri tual Gro th, • iriaa Ander n; 
Ohair n- Ohr 1 tian uo tion.& • o ol.vn eatherl.V: O 1r-

an - Stewa.%4 h1p, • 3 Aennedg; Oh.- Ohuroh tenaio , 
• D ll Watt; v .- World aion, s. rJorie lwlstord; 

Ch.- ADnuiti and Relief, • Carol3n e therly;Ch.- Gener-
al lwld Ag noie d 1 te Crose, s. Annie t1 ery; .Jol.11 bi 
Oirol, s. llarJ Y. Cole ; Bo a. Zell 1• 

. 
ha 1 to welcome n fa 11¥ into our ohuroh - Mr. a d 

• John B. Whisnant and sons John B. lll 111. !hey 
into our fellowship fro th erTille Pre bJt 1 Churoh9 

S el'Yill , 

Our ohuroh rTiO 
art of th time. e are 

eom .and worshi with 
dee J.¥ ap reo1 ted. 

well att nded this aat 
lw , to ha our 

and th ir u elfish gift 

The stor and hi fa il.Y were inTited to ld 
the Olde ibur 2re b.rterian Ghur , ea:r adT1lle, 

1n JuJ.T. The r fello hi there will alw be r 
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th DB 2't b3t 1 
llem hill. e r;;.. l resb3-ten. Ohuroh 
aia.vton. G orgl 
1960 Janual'J - Septe ber 

( Contillu fr Ist p ge) 

A od ible Bahool as held, with the p tor, • A.nder on 
i~ ohuge. Yr. Dlok Oa:tter t ol bia s inGra Stud flt, h l ed. 

helve Bible 8tuq ol held ( du1ng the entire year 
f 1960 ) • The bJeot w th in e ha is of our deno i.aa• 

tion fi r the 7ear• t !i!hel- Be Light. !111 i.S pea a., 
of the Bo k of Geae 16, was in 11 e wl th 011:r ohllr •1 

geaer l the e • ·" Una. r st ding the Bible". Alt ougb t 
danc w ll., the tru:l t, w liel'e, will b o~ 

Signe -

~.,_,,,_. ~;_,__;,~ Q,.,__~ 

Hi tori 



Athens Presbytery 
Hemphill Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Clayton, Georgia 
Women of the Church 
1961 

Feeling that the Lord has blessed us in many ways, our 
church is still striving to move steadily forward. 

There is always an increase in the size of our congre­
gation during the summer and fall months. We enjoy having 
our friends from other cities and states ,,mrsh:tp with us. 
We always miss them whPn they leave. 

The Women of the Church hsd as their project fop th.e 
year that of having tile laid on the entire basement floor. 
We appreciate the help of Mrs. Annie R. Ussery in seeing 
that it was done, and also the interest and help of Mrs. 
Edwin Hemphill. 

We wish to express our appreciation to our President 
of the Women of The Church, Mrs, Beulah Thornton. May the 
Lord continue to bless her in her work. 

Our young people are still headed by Miss Carol Smith, 
who has meant so much to our church. Carol is always willing, 
and eager to serve the Lord. Miss Judy Lunsford is President 
of the P.Y.F. The young people have as one of their projects 
the raising of twenty-five dollars to buy hymnals for a 
mission station in Japan. They are willing to cnt grass, 
wash windo~~, baby-s1t, and do other odd jobs for this 
worthy cause. 

We welcome into nur church Mr. and Mrs. Bill Meacham 
and their famjly, who come to us .from Virginia. Mr. Meacham 
is our new Sunday School Superintendant, ~nd is doing a finA 
job. 

It was a sad day when our church had to say Good-bye to 
Mr. and :Mrs,. John B. 1,vl,isnant and their sons Bill and Jock. 
Tl-ie Whisnants moved to Andover, Massachusetts. Words could 
never express all of the wonderful things that these people 
did for our church. They are so un.S'elfish, and are alwRys 
thinking of others,. Mr. Whisnant is truly a dedicated man., 
and he and hj s wife are certa5-r:ily on i'ire for th~ Lord. It 
is our prayer that God will continue to bless them. 

A lovely nursery has been added to the church due to the 
long hours of work on the part of Mrs. John B. Whisnant. A new 
rest room a.as just heen completed. The money for this project 
was donated by a fine lady who wishes to rema~11 enonymous. 

Those com ne into our church by letter were Mr. And Mrs. 
Bill Meacham, Mrs. Marion Anderson, and Mimi Anderson. 
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Those who came on profession of faith were Virgin:i.a Justice, 
Brenda Hopper, and Phyllls Hopper. 

Our pastor Rev. Marion Anderson has been servlng here 
for over four years now. Both he and his wife ~n.a daughter 
are thankful that God sent them here to work with the people 
we love so much. 

:Mimi Anderson directed the Hemphill J3j_ble School and 
those in the fourother churches that her father l'lerves. 
We appreciate the hours she gave in helping to mold the 
lives of our young people. 

One week in June our church held a jolnt revival with 
the other churches at the Tiger Ch1.u·•c-h. Rev. Bill Hill 
of Virginia was the evangelist. Rev. TUll gave 111'1 s ome deep 
messages, both in the mor11ings and in the evening. 

Our women are having the Presbyterian Survey sent to 
each home in the membership of our church for the coming year. 

Tb.e pastor has begun a plan for reading the Bible through 
for the members of all the churches. The plan is to read a 
book a week beginning with Genesis followed by Matthew, thus 
alternating the Old and New Testaments until completion. We 
feel that by reading God's Word regularly will certainly make 
us more aware of God and His truths. As we read ir the fifth 
chapter of John: "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think 
jle have eterna 1 life; and they are they which testify of me. 11 

Slgnea: 

~.AA. ~ ~C~- ,V, ~ 
, ,--, 

1-t~~~ 



Athens Pre:,bytery 
Hemphill l'omori:J.1 Presbyterian Church 
C yton, Georgia 

Cfficers 

123381 

President --- fa•s. Shirley !'eacho:m 
Vice-presiclent - - - . :rs. ·-ra1 ter .~son 
Secreta.:::-y - -- l·:X-s. George ·weatherly 
Historian ---
Treasurer and Church Extension --- Mrs. E. G. •fatts 
Spiritual Growth --- 1-:rs. !'.a.rion Anderson 
1:forld _ 'ission::; ---
Stewardship ---
General FunJ. --- _,rs. Annie Ussery 

These officorr• were installed on Septenber 23 at the regular 
Sunday Church Service by Rev. _<farion Anderson. 

1962 

Ou'i7 Bib. e lesson fro:rr the Bool' of James was often taught by our 
pastor, at other ti.;1es by members of the W. o. c. 

•.re contri uted to a Film Projector to be used in all t 1e Presby­
terian churc 1es t!-:..roughout the county. 

During this year we enjoyed fellowship ·Tith one anot,1er , by 
havi g scvera: church ::;uppers and other get- togcthers. 

~ho ,J. 0, c. fur11is''ed refroshme"lts for the chilc1·0n of t 1 e 
vacation church school anc a~ain fUl•nished flowers for the church on 
Sunday 1nd other services at t e c mrcL.. 

He attended a Tfor· Day o Prayer at the ~:etho ist Church in 
Clayton. 

Hrs Shir· ey ::eachom, s, E. G. rratts, and rs. '.'.::J.rion Anderson 
attended Presbyterfal at Connnerce Octobe- 18. 

Ou.i:- 'ia.y Birth iay moetint, was at . emphill Church 1 it R:J. un 1.p 

women as our guests. A socia.' hour fo' lawed , Our offering was t l 7. 00. 

The i .o.c . .'.l. one 1 ith the Scssio·1 voted 0:1 tinted uindows to be 
placed in he Sanctua"'Y• 

Our number this year .asn' t been too 1c,.::.•6 e ut • o ::eel that many 
,lessings 12.ve eerie :'rom t ose r1eetings. Ancl t!'.at our year as been 

reuarding. 

Tot US 
Filelt ;at ~Montreat 

'{~ ,3Q,J97 I 
/!6t; ~ §ecuJfd 

Historian~OC 

clo::;e .,-:i_th: 

"To loo r U1) an not do rn, 
,,,o look oj_~ ard and not back; 
To ook out and not i..'1 ; 
A:, • to lenc1 a ha.. • " 



!. thens Pros yte~_·y 
Bm,phi ::err.o:.· • al Pro::; yte::.·ia.1 Churc .. 
Clayton , Georg:a 123381 

Our ib c lessons -".'or thi::; year ucre taught by our pastor and 
u.o.c. rm. tl-ese lessons ·e received rnny inspirat::..on:11 messages. 

Our a ttenclance in t e church continued to G::.--ow especial" y dm·ing 
the summer r1onths , when the tourists worshiped i itl1 us . 

Since February is-Torld lission 1,ontl~, •:r. and "·s . Yoon, 
missionaries, :::po :e at Iiemp .ill on February • 0 about our •,rork in Asia. 
Cur contri ut5ons uere sent to this ca.use. 

• c started a co· :....ection of ..;ood used clothing f Cl)t' children and. 
nen, this to be sent overseas when comp eted. 

1fo 3. --he same offif"'e ·s as tho p. evious year. 

S0ven laclio::; from :fomphi11 attended the :ray irthday neetin.; at 
P-a,ht1J1 Gc.p on .Ja;y 13. This year ' s o jective was stressed and a filr.i uas 
shoYn on the -:;or: in Brazil . Following this a talk 1-Tas give':'l on !'exico 
n.Af1"es1nrents carr;rln.:; out the BiJ.•t ay theL1e were enjoyed by the group. 
OUJ.• off erii.,g :·,as t12 . 00. 

One o: our T'.l.embers , .dss Carol Smith , became tl e bride of Ba.lph 
Pickens. ~Te honore her r:i.th a s, o-;rnr in the social room at the church . 

l'·s • .:. . • 1 atts ga•ie the following financial repo· t at tho end 
of the year . Total collections $97.00 . Total disbursments $65 . 75 . Ue 
met ou.r budget in full . 

All in all we feel that this has been a et- arding year . 

Filed at Montreat 
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A thens Prosbytc1~y-
Hel"lphill Presbyterian Churcr.. 

Clayton, Georgia 

~ CUE{ CF TI CHURCH 

Of-f'ice s 

123381 

President --- .\rs. t~el1 Donald 
V:'..ce-prcsident --- :;i•s. E. G. • atts 
Sec~·etary Jrs . George foatherly 

Treasurer --- t:rs. Jac.cson Payne 
~~istorian --- ~~s. S .irlcy !Feachom 
Personal Faitl:. and :!.i'a.rily Life --- l~s. Y..a.rion Andc son 

Ch'·istian Community Action --- Hrs. Beulah Thornton 

'-"curncnic:1l .nssions a;1d "R.clatior:s --- !~rs. Annie Ussery 

Lc-c:.dership and Resources --- Hrs. E. G. 1· atts 

Cur Bible study boo!: for this yoo,r was 

This was a great study and blessing to us. 
in the church, but more often in the homes. 

enjoyable. 

from the Boo' of' Psal."llSe 
At times we had our meetings 

The social hour was always 

The Rabun Gap ·1 .o.c. met with us for the 1-;n,y Birthday meeting. 

1iss Mary Crawford, missionary from the Congo in Africa, spoke to us 

on the Women's worl: the e. Our contribution of $15.00 went to that 

cause. Several visitors from the other churches came. A social hour 

followed. 

The ~'orld llission book, Christian Missions in Southern Asia, was 

passed around and read. 

Mrs. E. G, Watts, Mrs. Shirley !~each m, and ¥.rs. William Donald 

attended the Presbyterial meeting in Jefferson October 21. 

Hrs. Annie Ussery, Ecumenical I:5.ssions and Relc'.ltions, announced 

that our g_uota of Hhite Cross wor c was met. This being 10 baby blankets • 

. ~s. Shirley ::cachom, .:.rs• .,,, o G. fa tts, ~~rs. Jackson Payne 0-rnre 

appointed as a committee to get curtains for the Sunday School rooms 

and ladies lounge. .:rs. Everett from Lake Rabun contributed 50,00 

toward this fund. The balance to come from the l:"casury. 

We had 10 meetings this year. And as in yen.rs past we still consider 

it a great privilcdge to put loral of~erings :_n our church. 

Several church suppe:.·s irere '10ld thi year. In Decer.:.ber -re had 

our '.,,..ast supper o the year, this to stress the cause of t._~e Joy Gift. 

A inc ~ellowship ancl meal uerc enjoyed by a large group. Follo· ing 

the mea, Chrisu.1as carols were sun6 • ~i·. Ii: liam :"cachom go.ve an 

inspiring talk on the season. A:"ter which a record the goo of the 

Joy Gift was played. An offc in6 of $G1.oo was ta.cen. 



A thens Presbytery l:;01-
Hcmphill !~emorial Presbyterian Church 
Clayton, Georgia 

~le r.iet oui· budiet this year 9 by contributing to all causes. And 
by the Grace of Goel our contributions have continued to increase . Tfo 
1avc had a gooc1 year. 

., file~at Montreat 
l #,~ f fZL, 
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Athens Presby+,ery 
Hemphill 1·0rnoj_•ial ?resbyterian Church 
Clayton, GeorGia 

123381 

The same officers o th0 previous year :copt their o ficers, Fi th 
one cxcopt:i.on, the chairmanship of Personal Fai tb and Fa,,,ily 1-i f'e :_e+>t.. 
acant. 

At this ·::.ire t_ e Bi le . cssons were tailght entirely y '! .o.c. 
1 O!i' ors as we ars ·rithout a pastor. 

01.u· D" oss~"'.6 Bo:: contributions ,-rnre doing we nit_ $16.50 collected. 

! r. Sa:·1 1nn::i.n spo.ce to us in February on 1 Jor· d : issions. A supper 
meaJ ,Tl1 ic J. ·,as uell 3, ttcnded followed his talk. 

The curtains :'.:'or our T .a.dies l'Jounge and Su..,,,day School rooms became a 
r ality. 1 uch credit was given to Ta.•s. Shirley I'.eachom, :·rs. E. G. Vatts, 
and Hrs. Jacl:son P ~me for their work in ma~d.ng the downstairs so 
att:.·active. 

The chairman of Ecumenical "issions and Rola tions, :'rs. Annie 
esse::.-y, reportoc' t.~::i.t our ~Jhitc C:;.•oss :ork was conploted. 

Ten 1°10etinc;s .,,er0 he:Ld t11is year. Semo officers as in previous year. 

r.re ::1i.::;cussod a visitation program this :rear. Names uero draPn fox­
certain of the vo· U.":lteer members to visit. ';0 fee· :1is helped with 
attond.:.nce int e chilrch. 

l"\_r• ~i:.·th,12.y ;:cotj~1g in r'ay was ";-Jit, the P-&bun Gap L., ies. This 
was onjoyc • Our offering was $20.00. 

Ou::.· ~.tte:-: ancc at the meetings was moj_•e ladies than in previo1:s years. 

Our by-· c:~rn .-·0ro :;_•ead, onr ~udget net, and we contribute to all 
causes, 

Our '!ovcr:ber Supper was 4:o:· C urch E:x.tons::.on. T~10 offering at t'U1t 
meeting Kas $' OC. QO. 

:!:n Decer.11~0°· ·.re 11.2.r1 '1 Cl11.,.rch Suppc:· to stress tLe J 0 y Gift. The 
o-:-"e,·il1c_; was ~Lr . oo. 

Our cont::.•j_>"i;;,ticr:s anc spacial ofi'e:r-:i..ngs h..nve groim much Jar 0 rr 
this year. Ye ?eel even t ... oug.1 we are small that we certainly are goine 
:'orrarc.1. 

As,: come to the close of the Fistory o:f 1965, let us remer.ibe·: 

"T:10 best an most be2.u.tifQ.L t1ings in t:1e i· o •• d cannot be seen 
roJ· 1.-_eard ut are felt in the heart." 

FHed at Montreat 
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At' ,ens F;.·os 1--\:,rto1 y 
Tiemphi' l !:or.1oria1 Prcct;ytc1·ian Shurch 
Cla~r'i:,011, Geor;:i.a 

Officers 

Presicent --- : .,..s. Gecr6e 'foatherly 
Vice-prosicent --- • rs. Caro1 Pic!-::ens 
Secretary !::rs. ::ell Donalds 
Treasurer --- ~•:·s. ::. G. "Jatts 
Eistori3.r --- iJ.•s. ShiJ·loy 'eachom 

123381 

Persona· "'ai th an ::?ainily Life --- ::rs. Ca1·0 Pickens 
'.::bristian C0mmunity Ac·'~ion --- ~:rs. 3eulah ':'hornton 
Leadors'iip and t?.esources --- r:rs. J. G. "atts 
Zcumenica: !1iss~_or.s and '1e1ations --- 'rs. Annie TJssery 

Cu:· ::Ji le Study boo~, "Tt\i'. _-r.,arl~r C:h,,,·c. ::i..n A('+..ion," was written by 
B~CL ~~iller _fc ',:1.stor and hc~!IV,-,Y. P. D. ::il1er. This boo { was o+' special 
inte:;.·est to many of us as D:·. ~'iller servcc1 one year as pasto1· of tho 
group o"" ? 1:-esl:i;:,rtcrian Shm·cl10s in !?abun Co 1.r-ty. >Te received a e;reat 
blessing by havi.YJ.g this as ouT study boo~,. This was taught by our members. 

Our EcUT.1enical Chirma.n ropor ed on the :·!hito Cross work. Tfo fur­
nishec2. 10 dresses for babies, 10 drosses or little girls. five ladies 
boug'1t rn.teria'1, needles and thread, the latter vTas sent to Viet :fa_ni. 
Our ~]1ite Cross Cffc ·ing was $13.00. 

Our !2y !3irt~iday meeting was at He:t11pl:.ill. ~'iss Patsy _:ur1•y had 
charge of the pro;;ra:m and in a ve1·y able manner 6ave a talk on uhere 
and how our offering of $l.J,o.oo '·ras to iJe used. "e enjoyed having the 
Rabun Gap La.dies meet uith us. A social hour followed carrying out the 
Birthday Theme in refreshments. 

In June one of our young church members, Nancy Donaldson, became 
the bride of :?red Yilby. Her beautiful wedding was in Hemphill Church. 
Our r,r .o.c. honored :fancy ·rith a "lliscol'l.8.neous shower previous to her 
wedding. 

're agreed to fo1low the same budget of 1965. We continue to place 
flowers in the sanctuary for our services . 

1T 0 are still v i thout a pastor, but our pulpit is never empty. nany 
thanks to Seminary students, La;yrnon fro~n Rabun::..Gap, and Pr. '-Tilliam 
11eachom. 

Cur ""Jovember church supper was well attended. :.1r. and lfrs. Bill 
Stover taught the Bible lesson after a de:...icious meal. 

Our D0cember covered- dish supper was for the Joy Gift cause. This 
was well attended and a ~20.00 offering was taken. 

Filed at Montreat 
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Athens Presbytery 
Hemphill Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Clayton, Georgia 
Women of the Church History 
1966 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

The ladies of this church had a very good year in our work during 1965-66 

under the able l eadership of Mrs. William Donald. 

Our Bible l essons wer e very interes ting since Dr. P. D. Miller, who was a 

young pastor in the work of the Presbyterian Church in Rabun County when the 

work was new, together with his daughter wrote the book. 

Members of our group attended Presbyterial and Districts Meetings. Mrs. 

William Donald was chairman in the Presbyterial for Personal Faith and Family 

Resources. 

Flowers for the church were put in our church by ladies of our circle . 

Our group had as our gues ts the ladies of the Rabun Gap Church at our 
annual joint-birthday meeting where Mrs . Murray was speaker. 

Church suppers for the following causes were he ld wher e special offerings 

wer e taken: 

Church Extention 
World Mission 
Joy Gift 

Our memb er s wer e in charge of these suppers for members of the Church. 

The budge t was met and special offerings were very good. 

We f ee l that God helped us to have a very successful year in our Work. 

Filed at Montreat 
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Athens Presbytery 
_'emphill - .omorial Presbytorfan Churcri 
Cla;yton, Geo 6ia 

123381 

WGHE.:.:r OF THE cnmcn 

The officers were to be the ~ame as in 196~. Our budget of $120.00 
was also to be the same as the previous year. 

OUr monthly Bible study was led by one member each month with group 

participation. 

The White Cross quota of 5 baby dresses was filled. These were 
dona tro by our >nembers. We decided to participate in the "Least Coin 
Fellowship." Our Blessing Box offering in February was $10. oo. 

The self-denial week was observed February 19-26. A special offering 

was taken. 

:.Te took the project of ta~d.ng magazines to the hospital. 

Our Hay Birthday meeting was at Rabun Gap. A ter the program a 
social hour was enjoyed. Our offering was $25.00. 

Although :,re still have no ministe 
Sunday. Our Stmday School is 6rowing. 

our pulpit is fi.Ued each 
e feel God has blessed us. 

Sevc:.·al church suppers and rioals ••rere held ,1it1 good attendance. 

"Prayer is not a substitute for uorl:. It is a despc:.·ate effort 
to work !:'urthcr and to be c ectivc beyonc the 1·ange of one's 
power." 

filed at Montreat 
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Church 

HOHEr' OF THE CHURCH 

Officers 

President --- I~rso George 1foatherly 
Vice-president --- I.rs. Shirley r eachom 
Secretary . rs. Nell Donald 
Treasurer --- ?.rs. E. Go Watts 
Historian --- !'rs. Shirley r•eachom 

1968 

Persona· Faith and Family Li-f'e --- .:I'sn Bob Y.atthews (Oct.) 

Cb.ristian Cormnunity 4-ction --- Y.rs. Beulah Thornton 
Ecumenical !fissions and Relations --- _rrs. Annie Ussery 

Leade,..ship and Resources --- ¥ s. E. G. 'atts 

~!e agreed to b.ave a supper meeting every quarter and transact 

• siness at that t:L,1e if necessary. 

Our 1 Thite Cross quota this year was _00 rolled bandages to be sent 

to Brazil. The material was furnishecl by the members and Hrs. Beulah 

Thornton saw that the ban ages were Le -'!led. OUr offe"'ing or this was 

,5,0 I 

In 1,fay ve .1ad the Birthday meeting and carried out the program 

suggested by .rrs. Bruce. The 'ta, i\.ill Gap Ladies came to this. A social 

hour vas enjoyed downstairs carrying out the birthday theme. 0-u.r offering 

i;as )25,0 . 

'Je presented to "!.i'red ''ilby a bool', "The Praying He.nds." 

1'iss ~1ev,ton asked that ow· group ,::encl a • etter o appreciatio'1 fo:"' 

Rev, Inman to be placed in a gift folder. 

In June anot er of our young church members, Miss Karen ~eachom, 

became the bride of Thor.ia.s Hodges" T is wedding was in Hemphi • and 

was per'..'ormed by Rev. Sam Imian. 

In Octo er a great essing cane to our church in the forr. of ~ev, 

Bob I:a.tthew P his --i['e .2onnie, chi_dreri: Jc:nu,ifer, !'ary He_en, an 1 Edward. 

Rev. l'a tthews caue to se:~ve -"• pastor to the groU!) of PresbJ-teri.an ch ···che::;. 
1 re are so rate ul to t1:1is young :man and his ""am::.J.y. 1.8 c:..· he --ras ordain9'1 

into th:s P1·estytery. T is meeting was in our c1111rc .• 1.-any v.':.sito:..-s f'rom 

outsi e a::; e as all the cl.UJ.-ches in Ra un CoTu"1ty ca::ne. After;-ards a 

me3...,__ -was served. 

vur Sunday School continued to grryi, as well ~sour atten ance at 

the Sunday S9 ·vices. 

Ou:· E:5 t· e lesson was ta·.lght each .10nth ' y our rcembers w""!til Oct. 

At t .. a.t time :-1 s, ~o ::attl::>ers 2.b: ee' to serve as ". ersona· ait:1 an' 

:'ami y :Sife" an hs an tl1e lessons. 

:' e date fo·• t·e Christmas Party was on the 6th of Dece11.~er. 

This was a coverec dish r:1eal. Afterwards a s:10:rt 8hrist . ..as rogram 



tiiens Pres yery 
:ie ,p'1ill :'res'bytsrian C -;_:_1•ch 
:~:-tont Geo g:ia 

• ra::- p·-esentEY1, 0-,p• JoJ Gift, t e a:n01.mt o" ~'.Z2. '."l t Fas ta.k0n .?.t :,hat 
cime. 

It has been a oo yer.r:- -:.'or u.s. 

Filed at Montreat 
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. thens ?resbytc"y 
Her.i.phil: :·emorfai . res J ~m·ian Chu::.~ch 
Clayton , Geor0 ia 

Officer.; o assu.r'le du.ties i:'.'l '"'ctobe ~: 

PrE-siclent - - - 1'rs. E. G. Watts 

j•)JA8·' 
..... ,._,, :., t . - ·-

1Ticc- president --- :·~s. Shirley reachom 
Secretary c:: '.'..'rea.surer --- l).~s . George 'eatho ly 
·ristor:ian - -- ::..,,.s. :'ell T)onald 
Persor.a.1 ·aith and Family :..ife --- 'rs. Bob YattherN"s 
:::..ea. ors:1ip and Resora-css --- :r:~rs. Ze"lla E. 'i~ :ey 
I:cur:en::.ca:... l'issions and YI.elations --- :•rs. Arri':l Ussery 
C iristian Commurity Action ---

rs. Bob 1:-a.tthews taug 1t our Jible studies in a very efficient and 
instructional I'l.1.nner , "Ups::.r1e Do;,m" from Corinthians . 

The '' .o.c. decic1ed to ta1rn turns prepc,ring for Comnr.;.nion Service. 

Our church receivec eight nrrw meF. erst.is year coming from 
iffe:;.'ent c urches in the count;y as weJ.:J- as out of' state. 

! '~s. Bob :a tther,~s as :eJ th2. t "'i!e have a fellowship hour or a 1 
the Pr'"' ""hyterian ''ome:r. of R".bun County. The first was at her hom'3 on 
!'arch • 5. 

T o ~:a.Jr Birthday w.eeting was at the home of '.irs. Nargaret Burden. 't'r • 
Susan Hendenba.11 12.d charge o-:' the program. She had a very interesting 
collection fro,n Africa on display. S .,_ides i-rere shoun from the Congo, 2.s 
that was our cause for the year . A large r1.unber of women att ended and 
a .lovely social hour ,;ras enijoyed . Our of eri:ng r,as $22. oo. 

from ti-:ie to time we have sent toilet gifts to girls at Thormre L 
in South cArolina. Cards were sent to college students, boys in service, 
and to the sick in our churcces . At one time we made tray cards for t e 

hospital . 

Our Joy Gift Supper and program i~ December Tas well attended. The 

offering was $23 . 40 . 

Our offering for Hor ld !1issions was $20 . 00 . 

As we c;..ose this year ' s work we f eel that our greatest blessing 
has been tho growth of our church . 

"Prayer is not a substitute f'or work. It is a desperate effort 
to work -rurther and be eff ec-ti ve beyond the range of one ' s pmrer. " 

Historian, WOC 
A.thens Presbytery 

Ar?d/4.~ 
~cting Historia~ 
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Athens Presbytery-
Hemphill Memorial Presby. Church 
w.o.c. 
1970 

OFFICERS 
Jllres. Mrs. E.G. Watts 
V. Pres. Mrs. Shirley Meacham 
Sect. & Tres.Mrs. George Weatherly 
Historian. Mrs. Nell Donalds 
Personal Faith and Family Life Mrs. Bob Matthews 
Christian Community Action Mrs. Alice Wells 
Ecuminical Mission and Relations Mrs. Annie Ussery 
Leadership and Resources Zella Ramey 

Mrs. Bonnie Matthews taught our Bible studies for the year, 
we are indeed fortunate to have her teach these lessons in a 
capable manner. 

The President attended didtrict #3 meeting at Wiley, 
taught by Rev. Sam Inman. 

Our Birthday Program in May was in Hemphill Church, with 
the Rabun Gap w.o.a. meetimg with us. The Program on "Villa 
International11 , was given by Dr. Maude Pye Hood of Athens-
Dr. Hood gave a lecture on this work with the aid of filmstrips. 
She •lso~&ad a very interesting collection of articles from 
foreign countries-at the conclusion of the program, the 29 
ladies enjoyed a social hour. The color theme of green and yellow 
was carried out in both decorations and refreshments. 

In September the William Meacham family was transferred from 
Rabun Mill.s To. Virginia they were members of Hemphill Church for 
eight years, and had worked in the church in many capacities. As 
a small token of gratitude, a dinner was given for them. 

!Ater at a w.o.c. meeting Mrs. Meacham was presented an 
engraved pin from that group. 

Mrs. L.B. Gibbs was elected to fill the vacant office of 
Vice Jllres. 

The Joy Gift Program was celebrated in Dec. with a dinner 
in the social area. The room was decorated in tridi tional 
Chi.st.mas colors, by some of the w.o.c. members, a collection 
was taken at this time, following this we gathered in the Sanct­
uary for the annual Christmas Program and tree. 

Frank Matthews youngest son of Rev. and Mrs. ~.atthews was 
baptised at a Sunday Service by Mr. w. Burney Overton. 

We met our budget by contributing to all causes. 
total disbursments for the year was $159.00 • 

Our 

Some needed repairs have been done by the men, both on the 
building and grounds. The w.o.c. continue to place flowers in 
the church. And take turns preparing the Communion Table. 

All in all this has been a good and rewarding year. 

BTSTORT 

127079 

filed at Montreat 

m~, 19zo2-, 

istonan, WO(; 
Athens Presby er'y 
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