
Comer Presbyterian Church 
Comer, Georgia 

HISTORY OF THE COMER PRESBYTERU ... :N CHURCH 
COMER, GEORGIA 

A petition was presneted to the Presbyte11r of Athens for the organiz~tion of n 
Presb~rterian Church a:t Comer, Georgia, cturinr; the fall meeting in 1893. The 
petition was granted and a Committee was ~ppointea for that purpose. On 
October 28th, 1893, Rev. Henry Newton, R.C. Latimer, tmd Thomas~. Long 
organized the CoJ11.er Presbyterian Church, in the house of worship beJ.onging to tbe 
~ethodist Episcopal Church, South, in Comer. 

There were ten charter members. 

Llinisters serving si~ce time of or~anization are as follows: 

Rev. A.L. Phillips Rev. W.F. Tims 
Rev. J .B • Mack, D.D. Rev. J .F • Pharr 
Rev. C.J. Morton Rev. A.H. Atkins 
Rev. J .A. Simpson Rev. Charlie Hor-con 
Rev. R.N. T •. Wadley Rev. J .c. Langford 
Rev. J .D. McPhail Re-,r • Taylor Eorton 
Rev. Charles Gibbs Rev. Burns Gibbs 
Rev. W.L. Barher Rev. c.r. Stacy, the present 

Pastor. 

In the early morning hours of March 2~, 193~, a fear!'ul cyclone struck the town 
of Comer and ruined many houses, B..mong them the be.Loved li tt!e Church. It was 
wrecked beyond repidr. The membership was sad and almost heartbroken and thought 
it would be impossible for them ever to build agai n; but God in HiR love and 
mercy, put it into one man's heart (though he was not a 1'.lenber of any church) 
to say he would give one hundred dollars to help rebuild. That inspired the mem­
bers and they ;1lanned to undertake to bnild. 

The Cor.1mi ttee met April 2Uth, e.nd plnns for building decided upon. Dr. Ralph 
Gillam came to help. and friends from other churches in the Presbytery joined in 
helping. On October 2nd, 193i:!, at 6 P.M., the Church w~s aedicatea "::o God's 
service. 

We are so thankful to God 1·or His ma1d.ng it _possible for us to rebuild, 
uow have a rmch larger and nicer Church than be1·ore. 

1936 
Scrap Book :material filed by 
Mrs. George D. Thomas 
Histor5.a.n Woman I s Auxiliary 
Athena Presbytery 1932-42 

Mis~ Emma Groves 
His,:;oriA.n Woman's Auxiliary 
Comer Church 

because we 



1893-194'/ 

HISTORY OF THE COMER PRESBYTIBIAN CHURGH 
COMER, GEORGIA 

A'IEENS PRESBYTERY 

----------------------------------------
A Pet1tion was presented to the Presbyi.ti1-y of Athens, cturing its 1·a11 meeting in 

1~~3 for the organiza:tion of a Church at Comer, Ga. 'lhe Pe1i11i1on was greni;ea and a 
commit tee was appointed for tha,; purpose. 

On Oct. 2~th l~~~, Rev. Henry Nevrwn, R.C.Lai;i;imore and Thomae w. Long organi~ed lihe Comer Church, in 1.ne House of Worship of 1,ne Melihooist Episcopal Church of Com1:1r• It was composed of libe foJ.J.owing memoerea 
Ephraim 'lbompson New Hope Church 
Andrew Jackson 'Ibompson " " .. 
Mrs. PinJc: E. 'Ihompson " " " 
Mrs. Mary E. Groves .. " 
Miss E. Emma Groves " " n 

George A. Key " " .. 
Mrs. George A. Key " " " William Frmk Alexander " 
John T. Alexander " " " 
Jacob 'Ihomtis Pa"ti;en Mount Herma11 Church 
Yrs. Jacob 'lbomae Palii.en " " " 

Immediately atter organization, lihe Church mer. ano. chose for the D&JDe "'lhe Comer Presbyterian Church". Ephri1111 'lbompeon and Andrew Jackson 'lbompeon were then elected Ruling Elders, as they had held that office in the New Hope Church. 'lhey were then installed. Jacob 'lhomas Patten end George A. Key were then elected Deacons, and were at once ordained BDd installed as such. 

Original Church Building was erected in 1897. All services were conducted here 
until the year 1932, when it was totally destroyed by a Tornado which struck this part of the State causing serious loee of lite and property. A remarkable achievement was accomplished at this time in thet the entire membership imnediately aucceeded in 
securing and giving, senicea end finances enabling the erection within the aame year or a brick Church on the 8&De plot of land, located on Church st., comer, Georgia. 

'lhe rebuilding or the Church, at a time when cotton was around five cants a pound, and many members and friends had sufferell snere financial losses appeared impossible. Notwithstanding this the -congregation, knowing that their is nothing impossible wi lih God, started the task. On Oct. 2, the new Church was dedicated, complete in eTery ctetail and every dollar paid. 'lhe dedication sermon was preached by Dr. C.I.staoy, who was then acting as supply minister. 1he dedication prayer was offered by Dr.E.L.Hill, Pastor of • Athens First Church. Rev. J.A.Simpson, Supt. of Home Missions for Athens Preabyter-y brought the greetings and felicitations of the Presbytery on the completion of what 
eesned to h\lll&n minds an impossible task. 

sunday School •• organized in 1900, and haa continued in existence since that time. Present supt. is T.W.Hinton. 

'lhe first wedding to be held in the Church was that ot Ellen Rlizabeth Grii•te"Ul to G. Franklyn Fischer of Brooklyn, Ne Y. on May 14, 1933. • 
One month later, J1me 19, the marriage of Caroline Stacy to Winchester Coker of Ashland, Ge.. was performed by Dr. c.i:.stacy, the father of the bride. 



CO~ER PRESBYTER IAN CHURCH 
COMER, GEORGIA 

ATHENS PRESBYTERY 

MINISTERS 

1893-1947 

The following ministers have served the church since the orgenizatlon. 

Rev. A. L. Phillips 
Rev. J, B, Mack D, D. 
Rev. W, L. Barber 

1894-----------1895 
1897-----------
1897-----------1901 
1902-----------
1904-----------1904 
1905-----------1907 
1907-----------1909 

Rev. W. F, Tims 
Rev. c. T. Morton 
Rev, J. F. Pharr 
Rev, L, A, Simpson 
Rev. J. D. McPbail, 
Rev, W. T . Wadley 
Rev. A. H. Adkins 
Rev. Charlie Gibbs 
Rev. Charlie Morton 
Rev. J. C. Langford 
Rev. Will Dendy 
Rev. Burns Gibbs 
Rev. Taylor Morton 
Dr. c. I. Stacy 
Rev. c. K. Taffee 

Evan~elist, was here frequently 
1911-----------1912 
1913-----------1915 
1917-----------
1917-----------1918 
1920-----------1922 
1927-----------
1928-----------
1930-----------1931 
1931-----------1935 
1935-----------1937 
1940-----------1945 

during 1910 and 1911. 

Rev. John R. Smith 
Rev. G, W. Haywood 1945----------- (Seminary Student) 

ELDERS 

Ephraim Tbo~pson 1893 
A. J. Thompson 1893 
T. W Hinton 1898 
w. w. Key 1898 
w. w. Glenn 1904 
A. J. Griffeth 1906 
w. H. Woods 1911 
H, H, Key 1911 
w. C. Groves 1911 
A, C, Carithers 1911 
Howard Long 1935 

DEACONS 

George A, Key 1893 
J. T, Alexander 1898 
J • R, Bullock 1898 
G, T. Bolt·ol'l' 1900 
R. J. P. Hitchcock 1904 
J • T • Patton 1905 
C. A. Woods 1909 
E. C, Williams 1911 
K, B, Woods 
J. L, Mercier 
Hoyt McCurdy 1935 
Henry Gerald Birchmors 1935 
Walter Long 1941 



CCICER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CCl!ER, GEORGIA 

ATHENS PRESBYTERY 

---------------------------------
OFFICERS OF 'DIE CHURCH 1947. 

MINIS'lERS 

1893-1947 

Rev. G.W.Haywood (Supply Minister trom Col. T. Seminary) --------- 1946• 

ELDERS 

Dr. T. w. Hinton -------------------------------------------------
w. c. GroTe■ ----------------------------------------------~--
Howard Long -----------~-------------------------------------

DEACONS 
HENRY Gerald Bircbnore---------------------------------------------
Walter Leng 

StiPERIN'IENDENT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Dr. T. w. Hinton ------------------------------------------------

PRESIDENT OF WOMAN'S AUXILIARY 

Mrs. Howard Long ----------------~---------------------------------

~ 
Mrs. Rose Birclmlore 
Ur. Henry Gerald Bircbnore 
Vr. A. c. Carithers 
Mies Mildred Ce.rithers 
Mr. W. T. Coot 
Mr. w. T. Cook, Jr. 
Mies Estelle Carson 
Mies Quida Carson 
Mrs. c. c. Cerson 
Ur. Ewing John Collins 
Ure. Hattie Evans 
Miss Elizabeth Evans 
Miss Gladys Franklin 
Miss Francis Fleming 
MiH Dana Groves 
Mr. w. C. Groves 
»rs. Bessie Griffeth 
Mrs. Viri.an Carithers 
Ur. mna-eon Griffeth 
Vr. Rudolph Griffeth 
:vr. Kendall Gritteth 
Dr. T. W. Hinton 
Mr. Melton Kitchen 
Mrs. Carrie Long 
Mr. Howard Long 
Mrs. Howard Long 
Mr• Ben.1 am1n Long 
Mr. Walter Long 

iHURCH ROLL 

HOW RECEIVED 



COMER PR ESBYTERI AN CHURCH 
COMER, GEORGIA 

ATHENS PRESBYTERY 

-----------------------------------
NAME 

Mrs. Walter Long 
Mr. Walter Long, Jr, 
Mr, David Long 
Miss Mariam Moon 
Mrs, Ruby Mccurdy 
Miss Ruth McCurdy 
Mrs, Dorothy Sewell 
Mrs. Mildred Paul 
Mr. Henry Pierce 
Mrs, Henry Pierce 
Mr, K, B. Woods 
Mrs, K. B. Woods 
Mrs, Ermoline Davis 
Mr , K. B . Wood s , Jr • 
Mrs, K, B. Woods, Jr, 
Mr, Robert Witcher 
Mrs. Ro'bert Witcher 
Mrs, J. R. TJrner 
Miss Betty Turner 

CHURCH ROLL 
HOW RECEIVED 

By Letter 
rt II 

CURRENT EVENTS FOR 1946 

There were two (2) weddings in 1946, 

1946-1947 

WHEN 

1946 
II 

On December 4th, 1946 Mr. Benjamin Long and Miss Joan Curnock, an English 
girl, were married, 

On December 26th, 1946 Mr, Milbert Felton Parker and Miss Elsie Ann Cook 
were married, 

On December 22, 1946 Mrs, G. Franklyn Fischer and Mrs, Joe T, Carithers, 
teachers of the Junior and Primary Classes of our Sunday School gave a 
special Christmas Program and had a Christmas Tree for their classes and 
the Sunday School, 

BOYS IN THE SERVICE: were: 

Henry Gerald Birchmore 
William T. Cook, Jr, 
Benjamin Long 
Arthur Emerson Griffeth 
Edward Kendall Griffeth 



COMER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
COMER, GEORGIA 

ATHENS PRESBYTERY 

Signed ~ 

Miss Emma Groves 
Historian Comer Presbyterian Church 
Comer, Georgia 

Filed at Montreat by: 

Mrs .~f I~ storian 
Athens Presbyterial 



COMER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

COMER , GEORGIA 

ATHENS PRESBYTERY 

----------------------------------
OFFICERS of THE CHURCH 

Mini sters 

Name ( Supplying Ministers from Col. T. Seminar y ) Da t e of Service 

Mr. C. W. Hayword---------------------------------- 194~-1947 
Mr. O. N. Hamby----------------------------------- Mar.1947-0ct.1947 
Mr. Sherwood Taylor------------------------------ Dec. 19~7-Sept .1948 
Mr. Vernon Inman--------------------------- - ------- De c. 1948-

-ELDERS 
Dr . T. W. Hinton--------------------------------- -­
W. C. Groves--------------------------------------­
Howard Long ----------------------------------------
Henry Gerald Birchmore -----------------------------

DEACONS 
Walter Long-----------------------------------------

SUPERI N'l'EITDENT of SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Howard Long----------------------------------------

PRES I DENT of 1 :01:•1.NS AUXILI ARY 
Mrs. Ho\vard Long -----------------------------------

Names DEATHS of CHURCH MEMB RS 

Mr. Henry Pi erce------------------- - ------------­
Rev. c. C. Carson--------------------------------

,I 

NEW MEMBERS 

1898-
1911-
1935-
1948-

1941-

19l+l+-1948 

Dat e of Death 

Oct. 26 , 1948 
T, .,_ • , ,-. ' 1948 
.. ex• c:, 

Dorothy Gillis ·) ie 
Da te Re ce ived 

------------ --------------- Oc t . 26 , 1947 

CURREEI' EVENTS 1948 

On Dec. 24, 1948, Mr. William Cook and Miss Mary Carol•rn Davi s 
were married. 

On Feb. 27, 1948 , Rev. G. Y. Fan, a Chinese Presbyterian Mi nis ter, 
spoke at Comer Presbyterian Church . 

The Coner Presbyterian Church , with t he help of the Ba"'.)tist and 
Met hodist Churches, are planning to pr esent Dr. Wan wi t h a bicycle 
for his hel pers in China. 



COMwR P EdBY11
.r.i I N Cffl.J.ttCH 

COriliR, G 'ORGIA 

Rl'HE1 d PR~SBY·r.c.irlY 

l iss Emma Groves- The Oldest Charter Member of The Comer 
.Presbyterian Church. 
uiss ~mma is 88 years old. She was received in Comer Church 
in 1893. 

F~ d at Montreat, Ua~ l949 

~U, t,-1P 
Mrs. J. Swanton Ivy. Hist an 
.A.thens Presbyterial 



194-7-194-8 

~ C.dUnC.d 

------------------------------

I 

hr. Howard Lon~, 
Carlton, Ga., ~uperintendent 
of Comer r'resbJterian r~·vla 
0unday 0chool- 1948-1949 

Dr. '.L'. ,, • 11inton 
buperintendent ~~eritus. 
Dr. tlinton was ~uot. of 
Comer ~resbyterian u.u. 
forty years in all. 



Athens Presbytery 
Presbyterian Church 
Comer, Geo.rgia 
1952-195) 

195J 

Session: 

CHURCH HISTORY 
Rev Ernest E Gilmore, pastor 

Mrs Howard Long, pianist 

Howard Long, clerk 
F H Frost 

Diacona.te: 
Walter Long, chairnan 
Leonard Palmer 
Will Hi:x: 

Additions on profession of faith: 
On Nov 18, 1951 Mr & Mrs Leonard Palmer 

Additions on profession of faith add baptism: 
On Sept 6, 195J Mrs J O Smith, Obie Sue Smith, Linda Smith, Carl Lester 

Additions by letter: 

Deaths: 

On Sept lJ, 195J 
On Oct 21, 195J 

Mr Gerald :Birchmore from the Methodist Church, Comer, Ga. 
Mies Henrietta Lester from Mt Pleasant Methodist Church 

Miss E Emma Groves, daughter of Steven Cicero and Mary Strickland Groves 
died Feb 24, 1952 at the advanced age of 91. Funeral services were held 
in the church, conducted by Rev EL Hill DD with burial in the New Hope 
Cemetery-. Miss Groves was a charter member of the church coming by let­
ter from the New Hope Presbyterian Church in 1893• She was a faithful 
and loyal member of the church attending all services unless prevented 
by illness. 
Mr William Cicero Groves, son of Steven Cicero and Mary Strickland Groves, 
died May 6, 195J. Funeral services conducted by Rev EL Hill DD were 
held in the church on May 8 with burial in the Comer Cemetery. Mr Groves 
served the church as an elder. 

On graduating from Columbia Seminary in June 1953 Mr Ernest E Gilmore, who had 
served the Madison Group of Presbyterian Churches as student supply, accepted a caJ.l 
to these four churches and was ordained and installed in the Danielsville Presbyterian 
Church on July 26, 1953. The following commission was appointed by Athens Presbytery: 
To preach the sermon Rev William Iverson; to preside Rev Miles C Wood; to charge the 
congregation Rev Robert D Alexander; to charge the pastor Rev WR Thurman, to complete 
the commission Elder J A :Baker of Danielsville, alternate Mr Howard Long of Comer. 

While the member ship of our church is small we feel that under the continued leader­
ship of Mt- Gilmore the church will move forward. Regular church services are held 
every first and third Sunday. On April 20, 1952 Mrs F H Frost was elected a.n elder. 
His ordination and instaJ.lation followed on April 27, 1952. On July 19, 1953 the 
three deacons Mr WE Long, Mr Leonard Palmer and Mt- W F Hix were elected to serve as 
elders, it having been decided to mke the session the only ruling body of the church. 
The ordination and instaJ.lation service was conductM by the pastor, Rev Ernest Gilmore. 1 

By November 1952 the church had raised $1500 for the purchase of new pews. The church 
participated in the community-wide :Better Home Town Program. Miss ~Obie Sue Smith 
was sent to the 1953 Senior Conference at Rabun Gap-Nacoochee although the clmrch does· 
not have organized work for young people. 



CHURCH SCHOOL 

Supt-------Mr J Howard Long 
Pianist--- Mrs JR Turner 

Teachers 
Adult Class------Mrs Gerald Birchmore 
Junior Class-----Mrs JR Turner 

The Church School is held each Sunday morning at ten o'clock. Enrollment is smaJ.l. 
Average attendance around 13 or 14. Offerings run from $2.50 to $4.50 each Sunday. 

Signed_._.------.--------(Mrs F H Frost) Historian 

Filed at Montreat ~ - Ji 2 1954 
l ' l 1 
) k:Y::<-&-c l'tr - I & ,,& D g -

Presbyterial Historian 
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Athens Presbytery 
Presbyterian Church 
Comer, Georgia 
1952-1953 

195J 

HISTORY WOME:tr OF TEE CIDRCH 

OFFICERS 

President---- --¥:rs Howard Long 
Vice-Pres------Mrs JR Turner 
Secreta.ry-------Mrs W F His 
Treasurer-------Mrs Gerald Birchmore 
Historian-------Mrs A J Griffith 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Spiritual Growth-----Mrs JR Findley 
World Missions------Mrs H :B Pierce 
Church Extension------Mrs A J Griffith 
Christian Education---Mrs F H Frost 
Stewardship----------Mrs Nona Pierce 
Annuities & Relief----Mrs JR Turner 
Assemblys Spec Causes--Mrs W F Hix 

MEMBERSHIP ROLL 

Birchmore, Mrs Gerald 
Compton, Mrs Lou 
Findley, Mrs JR 
Frost, Mrs F H 
Griffith, Mrs A J 
Hinton, Mrs T W 

Long, Mrs Howard 
Long, Mrs Walter 
Palmer, Mrs Leonard 
Pierce, Mrs H :B 
Smith, Mrs O :B 
Smith, Mrs Steve 
Turner, Mrs J R Kidd, Mrs :Boyd 

Members attending the annual meeting Women of the Church, Athens Presbytery, in 
Hartwell, Georgia on April 8, 1953 were Mrs Howard Long, Mrs H :B Pierce, Mrs F H Frost. 
Members attending District II Conference: Mrs Howard Long, Mrs H :B Pierce, Mrs F H 
Frost, Mrs Gerald :Birchioore, Mrs Leonard Palmer and Mrs A J Griffith. 

Programs 
May An interesting program on negro work was under the direction of Mrs Howard 

Long. Offering for Stillman Institute $6.07. 
July July 20 being our pastor 1s birthday the Men-of-the-Church were invited to 

join us for this meeting which proved a most enjoyable one. A birthday cake 
and a nice check were presented Mr Gilmore, who expressed his appreciation 
in a most gracious manner. The program was devoted to :Bible study conducted 
by the pastor. Offering $10. 

August Mrs Long told of the marriage of Charles Alexander, a former student supply, 
to Miss Ellen Garrison of Cornelia. Mrs Long conducted the Bible study. 
Offering $9.50 

October This was a call meeting and was held after the regular Thursday night Bible 
Study. Pl.ans were made for entertaining District II Conference to be held 
in the Comer Presbyterian Church on Oct 21, 1953. There were no committees 
appointed for the entertainment of this conference. Ever~ woman in the 
church being asked to serve in any or every capacity. Lunch would be served 
in the Comer Woman's Club House by the Presbyterian women to be assisted by 
women from the :Baptist and Methodist churches. Mrs F H Frost was appointed 
to give the address of welcome. 

December The Men of the Church and the young people were invited to join us for the 
Joy Gift program which was directed by lwlrs JR Turner. The offering amounted 
to $9.50 and the Women of the Church voted to send $10 to the :Board of Annu.1- 1 
ties and Relief. The additional amount to be taken from the treasury. 
Officers elected for 1954: 

Filed*** ~ Ji 1954 

President----Mrs Howard Long 
Vice Pres-----Mre H B Price 
Secreta.ry-----Mrs JR Turner 
Treasu.rer--- --Mrs Gerald Birch.more 
Historian-----Mrs F H Frost 

Signed._~-----------) 
_____ 4<&:==--✓-:'l'_.--1Jt/-in_._,, __ ,&.-V,........._ .... Presbyt eria.l Historian (Mrs F H Frost) Historian 



Athens Presbytery 
Presbyterian Church 
Comer, Georgia. 
1954. 

Sacraments, Mr. Frost; Religious Education, Mr. Howard Long; Pulpit Supply, 
Mr. Frost; Finance, Ir. W. E. Long; Ushers and Hospitality, All Office~s; 
Mu.sic, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Long. 

Rev. Newton held an all denominations meeting at the Comer Church at which he 
brought a wonderful message through use of pictures he had taken on his travels. 
This received wide and favorable comnent. Rev. ?iewton was asked to repeat this 
lecture in other towns. 

Miss Jean DeMatteo, visitor from Ro chester, N. Y., attended this meeting and 
gave a beautiful and inspiring testimoey of her consecration to a life of 
Christian Service. She also brought several messages in song. These added much 
to the most enthusiastic program. 

On June 21st, the Comer Church sent Lynda Smith and Obie Sue Smith to the Senior 
High Conference at Rabun Gap-Uacoochee. 

On December 21, 1954, Rev. Newton was married to Miss Jean Deiatteo in Rochester, 
N. Y. 

Filed ----~--' ~--->:.t.,A.;"'-"-------J.i_ ~_---__ 1955. 

Historian Athens Presbyterial. 

Signed by Mrs. F. H. Frost, 
Historian. 



Athens Presbytery 
Presbyterian Church 
Comer, Georgia. 
1954. 

HISTORY- WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

OFFICERS: 
President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historian 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: 
Spiritual Growth 
World Missions 
Church Extension 
Christian Education 
Stewardship 
Annuities & Relief 
Assemblys Special Causes 

Mrs. Howard Long 
Mrs. H. E. Pierce 
Mrs. J. R. Turner 
Mrs. Gerald Eirchmore 
Mrs. Frank H. Frost 

Mrse A. J. Griffeth 
Mrs. Nona Pierce 
Mrs. F. H. Frost 
Mrs. F. R. Frost 
Mrs. Obe Smith 
Mrs. J. R. Turner 
Mrs. Howard Long 

Members attending the annual meeting of Women of the Church, Athens Presbytery 
in Athens, Georgia on April 6th were Mrs. A. J. Griffeth, Mrs. R. E. Pierce and 
Mrs. Frank R. Frost. 

PROGRAMS: 
January: The Men of the Church and the Young People were invited to meet with 
the Women of the Church. A very good attendance was present. Rev. Gilmore 
brought a very impressive and informative bible study. A series of prayers for 
the New Year were had. Plans were made for work in 54. All expressed determi­
nation in going forward regardless of small numbers. 

February: Comer Presbyterians met for all day meeting with other Madison County 
Presbyterians. An afternoon study session was held for the different ~e groups. 
From February 27- lfarch 7th the Women of the Church observed a week of prayer. 
On February 9th a program on 11World Missions" was held with Mrs. H. :a. Pierce in 
charge. Also, in February a special meeting was held at Comer Presbyterian Church 
on "Foreign Missions". The Methodist women joined with the Presbyteria,JS in this 
meeting. 

March: At a regular meeting the subject of what we could hope for Presbyterianism 
in Madison County was discussed. Various phases of the steps needed for progress 
were elaborated on. Renewed zeal and interest were ei'})ressed by all present. 

April: On April 13th at Women of the Church Meeting Rev. Gilmore taught a :Bible 
Stµdy on Paul I s letter to Ephesians. Spiritual Enrichment Week was discussed and 
prayers held for its success. All denominations were invited and urged to pray 
for these meetings. A love gift was taken for Rev. Gilmore. 

May: On May 4th at a regular meeting of the \'!omen of the Church, Rev. Gilmore 
taught the Eible Study on Prayer. 

July: Regular meeting, devotional and business was held. A special discussion 

was had about the proposed church union. Rev. John Newton gave the r~asons for 



Athens Presbytery 
Presbyterian Church 
Comer, Georgia. 
1954. 

and against the union. This he did in a very informative and clear manner. The 
women voted to have a shower for the Q;uitman Home. (This to be at time of the 
next regular meeting) 

August: The Women of the Church held an open meeting to which all denominations 
were invited. A large congregation was present. After a brief business meeting 
Rev. John Newton showed colored slides. He discussed these in a most interesting 
manner. Miss Jean DeMatteo gave a wonderful Christie..n e:xperience and sang several 
inspiring songs. 

September: The usu.al devotional and business meeting was held. Mrs. Bircbmore 
reported that five boxes of clothing had been sent to Korea. $12.29 was con­
tributed for postage. Rev. Newton was instrumental in getting this project 
through successfully. Mrs. Bircbmore reported a gift of $25.00 from Mrs. J. c. 
Shaw of Dalton. Mrs. Shaw is a former member of Comer Churcn. 

October: At a meeting at Comer Church, the Methodist women met with the Presby­
terian women for observance and beginning of the Week of Prayer. 

November: The program was on Church Extension. Mrs. Griffeth and Mrs. Frost 
put on a play to bring this all important subject to the attention of tne \fomen 
of the Church. Mrs. Griffeth elaborated on the aims of Church .Extension. 

December: Mrs. Turner had the Joy Gift program. This was presented in play form. 
A discussion as to appropriate wedding gift for Rev. Newton was had. $25.00 was 
sent from Women of the Church~ 

Filed __ \_ t. __ ..-(. ____ .__._b_.1_-__ 1955 

Historian, Athens Presbyterial. 

Signed by Mrs. F. H. Frost,· 
Historian. 



Athens Presbytery 
Presbyterian Church 
Comer , Georgia. 

1955 

CHUR.C~--i HISTORY 

Student Pastors: Mr . J oli..n Hewton, •. r. Charles Gahagan 

Pianist: Mrs . J. Howard Long 

Services are held regularly on the first and third Sundays of the month . 

Session: Clerk, J. Howard Long, Frank -=r. Frost, :1a1ter Long , Leonard Palmer, 
Henry Gerald Birchmore. 

Diaconate: Hone 

Additions to church roll- None 

Deaths: Dr. T. ,i . Hinton died on 2:Iov. 10th, 1955 at the age of 83. Funeral 
services ,-,ere held at Comer Presby'berian Cj,mrch with Dr. E. L. Rill 
officiating. Dr . Hinton was the oldest livL'b member of the Comer Church 
havi!'.g served as Su._11.day School Superintendent for a long number of years . 
He was also an Elder. 

SUI-: J:B.Y 

1-~r. 1-iewton served as pastor until the last of April at w~1ich time 1,1r. Charles 
Gahagan began his pastoral duties. 

On Ja.nuary 11th, Elder Howard Long attended a meeting of "Church Union 11 at 
Gainesville. He voted his own convictions as well as of his church group when 
he opposed church m1ion. 

On Ja.nuary 18th, Elder Long attended Presbytery meeting at :Jlberton, Ga. 

A communion service ,</as held in August with Rev . Cooke Freeman, Executive Secre­
tary of Athens Presbytery, administering sacraments . 

The church sent t,:10 young people to the Rabun Gap-lfacoochee Conference. 

On August 20, 1955 Hr. Ga..i-iagan was oarried to Miss Haney Lo,·1e of Miami, Florida. 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Regular sessions are held Sunday mornings at ten o 1clock. Average attendance 12 • 
.Ad.ul.t Class - Teacher- Hrs. rona Pierce. Children's Class- Teacher. 1,rs. J. R. 
Turner. 

Dr. T. 1':. Hinton, who served as Superintendent of the Church School for forty­
four years vlill be greatly missed. 

Jouth Fellowship 
While the number of young people does not justify an organization one young person 
,-ras sent to the Senior Conference at Ra.bu.11 Gap-Facoochee and one to the Pioneer 
Conference. 

Filed at Montreat 

Wt "0 I 1956 . 
. J~. 9'1. 

Signed- 1. rs. Frank H. :Frost, Eistorian. 



Athens Presbytery 
Presbyteri~n Church 
Comer, Georgia. 

1955 

~!01,0im OF THE CHURCH 

Officers: President- ,:ri. J. Howard Long; Vice President- rs. H. J3. Pierce; 
Secretary- Hrs. J. R. Gurner; Tre"',surer- Hrs. Gerald Birchmore; 
Historian- Hrs. Frank H. Frost. 

Committee Chairmen: Spiritual Growth- Mrs. A. J. Griffeth; 1'1orld ~-dssions- Mrs. 

Programs: 

Nona Pierce; Church Extension- l,Irs. F. H. Frost; Christian Jlducation­
•,rs. F. R. Frost; Stewardship- 1-:rs. Obe Smith; Annuities & Relief­
Mrs. J. _. Turner; Assembly Special Causes- Mrs. Howard Long. 

Jar:uary- The president discussed the ::C;e\l Year 1s theme which centered around the 
foreward 11Formi.rd Jith Christ 11 • All suggested themes for the 1955 study 
were discussed. 

February- Ers. Long reported on the vis it made by the Uomen of our Comer church to 
the •t. Hermon Church at Ila to hear 1:rs. Shaver, a returned missionary 
from J3raz il .. 

Harch- Mrs. Long reported on tLe Presbytery Press, informing oembers of the 
District l:o. 2 meeting in Lavonia on !larch 25th. Mrs. Frost urged a 
visitation program before the Easter Season u.:1cl every one present agreed 
to cooperate uith this suggestion. Mrs. Frost also suggested a weekly 
fello ,ship meeting for all chu.rcH members a.nd interested friends. A 
buildil".g fund was discussed uhich would make possible, at some future 
time, rest rooms and an assembly room. 

Our group acce'Dted an invitation fro!!l the 1-:ethodist ·10men to hear 11Barch 
Fannin" at their church on March 11th. 

Mrs. lTona Pierce presented an inspiring prograi:i on :Brazil and the work 
of our missionaries there. 

April- The :·!omen of the Church enjoyed having the Hetnodist women meet uith them 
on .AJ.:)ril 21st and 27th for a study class led by Mrs. H. H. Hampton of 
Colbert. She presented the book 11The !faster Calleth For 'Ihee 11 -oy osie. 
The ::ethodist Guild gave a very beautiful presentation of the women 
mentioned in the boo1:.:. They were dressed in native costumes. It '\'!aS 

decided to have more of such meetings in the future. 

May- I; rs. Turner 9resented a very stirring _program which was on 110ur :Birtha.eyrt 
and a nice amount ;,,as contributed to go for this cause. 

June- Plans for a :Bible Study were discussed. The progran prepared by M:rs. 
Frost who could not be :_,resent was well presented by . rs. Turner. The 
subject was 11Ge11eral Fund Fa.mily 11 • 

July- .After an inspiring devotional on 11Faith11 b Ers. Frank Martin, a visitor 
from Carlton Baptist Church, ,rs. Frost gave a program 01~ 11:Brotllerly Love". 



August- The 1omen of the Church planned an open meeting in the near future for 
all resbyterian Cl1urc:. t:ronen of the county and aJ.so interested friends 
of the church. 
The _program on 11 C.iristia.n Education" was given "':Jy the chairman, -~:rs . Frost. 

Sept ember- ~ro r: eet ing. 

October- The Presbyterian ':'!omen of 1;:adison County met at the Cooer Chul-cn for a 
joint meeting. Each cuurch tiaS well represented. It uas voted to make 
this a q_u.arterly affair. The January meet iDt; was to be at l'-lt. Hermon 
Church at Ila, Ga. 

lfrs . Hutchins , our ~resbyterial president , was present and gave a nessage 
in her own charming manner. 

Mrs. cru.tchin of the Athens .,.,,irst Church gave the 11set-u_p 11 of the ~'!omen 
of the Church programs, using a chart to emphasize the various phases of 
the work. Hrs. G. s. Garrison of Central Church of Athens told of her 
work as treasurer of the Athens Presbyterial . 

Mrs . Hutchins discussed the projects of the Presbyterial for the year . 

It \'las felt t.bat this meeting was a definite step in uniting the churches 
toward a common goal and of increasing fello,·.rship among all Presbyterian 
women. 

Hovember- The president, • rs. Long, appointed the nominating co.r:unittee to secure 
officers for 1956. ,irs . Turner was asked to pre2are a special :Jrogram by 
the Sunday School to present Thornwell Orphanage. 

December- Officers for 1956 were }:)resented and approved by the "Jomen of the Church. 

Plans for submitting annual report were made , also our budget system. 

Programs on Stewardship and The Joy Gift were presented by krs. Smith and 
Mrs. Turner. 

Filed at -ontreat 

~- ,2. LJ I 1956. 

~- :r✓. 9:/. 

Signed- -rs . Frank ii . Frost 
Historian. 
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Church History 

Pastor: Mr. Tom Barker 
Pianist: Mrs. A. Howard Long 

Services were held regularly on the first and third Sundays 
of the month. 

Session: 
J. Howard Long, Clerk 
Walter Long 

Leonard Palmer 
Henry Gerald Birchmore 

Diaconate: None 

Additions to Church Roll: None 

Deaths: Frank Harold Frost, July 23, 1956 
Mr. Frost was a faithful Elder and his passing was a great 

loss to the church. 

Summary 

Elder Howard Long attended Presbytery. The Comer Elders met 
with the Paoli Elders in an effort to find wa:ys by which the two 
churches might have an ordained minister. They felt that this 
would increase the membership and strengthen the churches. 

Prayer meetings were held on each Wednesday night. Paoli 
cooperated by attending. A contrigution for foreign missions 
was taken at each meeting. 

Comm.union services were held quarterly. Guest ministers on 
these occasions were Rev. Cooke Freeman and Rev. Hal Key. 

Church School 

Regular sessions are held on each Sunday morning at ten 
o'clock. Average attendance, 12. Teacher is M.rs. Nona Pierce. 
Officers are: 

Superintendent: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Pianist: 

Mr. J. Howard Long 
Ohie Sue Smith 
Walter Long 
Mrs. J. R. Turner 

Young People's Work 

One young person was sent by the Sunday School to the Pioneer 
Conference. 

Filed at Montreat, 
Feb. j'I 1957 

r.,~~. w~ 
Historian, W. O. c. 
Athens Presbytery 
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Women of the Church 

Officers: 
President Mrs. J. o. Smith 
Vice President Mrs. Nona Pierce 
Secretary Mrs. J. R. Turner 
Treasurer Mrs. Gerald Birchmore 
Historian Mrs. Frank H. Frost 

Committee Chairmen: 
Spiritual Growth Mrs. J. Howard Long and 

Mrs. Lou Compton 
World Missions Mrs. Nona Pierce 
Annuities and Relief Mrs. J. R. Turner 
Stewardship Mrs. A. J. Griffeth 
Christian Education Mrs. F. H. Frost 

and Church Extension 
General Fund Mrs. c. J. Porterfield 

Programs 

January 
The annual report was submitted. Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Grif­
feth and 11:rs. Compton reported on the county meeting of all 
Presbyterians held at Ila. 

Febr~ 

March 

April 

June 

July 

Members were urged to attend the District Conference at El­
berton on Feb. 23rd. The Georgia Home at Niontreat was dis­
cussed and contributions sought. World Day of Prayer at 
Athens Young Harris church discussed. 

The debt on the Georgia home again discussed and .each member 
urged to give at least 11.00. Evangelism was them of program. 
Spiritual Enrichment week announced for March 25th to March 
29th. Blessing Boxes were collected. Mrs. Birchmore agreed 
to send clothes for the church to the Highland Presbyterian 
request. N'.trs. Frost gave a study and review of "This Revolu­
tionary Faith" by Lloyd Shacklock. 

Higher Education was the topic. Our group was asked to con­
tribute to Assembly's Training School scholarship fund. 

Family Night at Paoli was enjoyed by many of our group. Tu1rs. 
Turner had the program on the Birthday Objective. 

General Fund was studied. 

Mrs. Tom Barker presented the program on "The Christian Home." 
Women of the Bible were studied. 

August 
Foreign Missions program 

September 
The pastor, Tom Barker, gave a very inspirational talk. 
Benevolent Fund discussed. 

October 
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October 
Faith was the subject stressed. Church Extension was 
emphasized. 

November 
Yearly report compiled. 

December 
"Our Joy Gift" was the subject. Thornwell Orphanage was 
discussed and a special collection to be taken • 

• 

Filed at Montreat, Feb! 71957 

~~iiw~ Historian,OC 
Athens Presbytery 

Mrs. Frank H. Frost, Historian 
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CFURCF HISTORY 

ELDE"RS: 

The Rev. Lowell Beach Sykes, Minister 

Howard Long, Clerk 
Walter Long 

H.G. Birchmore 
L. W. Palmer 

ADDITIONS TO CHURCH MEMBERSPIP 

We regret there were none. 

Transfer to another Church 
Mr. an d Mrs. John Astor Moon, January 18, 1959 to Calvary Presbyterian Church, Elberto~, Georgia 

SUMMARY BY PASTOR 

CHURCH 

Janugry 1, 1958 - December 31, 1959 

The first Sunday in November 1957, I preached at the Comer Presbyterian Church as a student (middler) from Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia. The co ngre~ation then asked that I continue as student supply for tte remainder of the school ye ar, preaching two Sundays a month at the Comer Cburch. We had Su nday School eac h Sunday morn ing at Comer Church, and Churc services t he f irst and t hird Sundays at 11:00 A.M. and at 7:00 P.M. 

Just be f ore ChristmPs a new carpet was put down in the sanctuary, which added to the comfort and beauty of the Church, and the interior of the Church was painted. 

Soon a~ter the begin ning of the new year -- 1958, we organized a choir. Our choir rehearsed on Su~day evenings before the service. 

On February 16th t he Reverend F. Sidney Anderson, Professor f rom Columbia Theological Seminary, administered the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

We celebrated Easter Sunday, April 6th, with special choir music and a special wors h ip service which was more litur~ical than usual. 

A~out t his time the congregatio - asked me to conti nue with them through the summer. I was very glad for the opportu nity to conti nue worki ng with such 
A fi ne ~~oup of Christia ns. During t he summer I preac hed a series of sermo ns on the Te n Comma ndments. The member s of the Comer Church joi ned wit h the New Hope Church f or Wednesday eveni ng pr Pyer meeti ngs at the New Hope Church. 
The Revere nd Samuel Inman, New Executive secretary of Athens Presbytery, admi nistered the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper i n Au gust 1958 . 
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In the ~all the congregation reque ~ted that I remain as student supply 
while completing my final year in seminary. About this time different 
ones began to discuss the possibil1ty of extendin~ me a permanent call. 

A new r oof was put on the Church before cold weathen set in. 

At the stated winter meeting of Athens Presbytery the officers of the 
Comer and New Hope Cturches were advised by the Church Extension 
Committee that to~ether they would be provided with the necessary addition­
al funds to call an ordained minister. Congregational meetings were 
held in both Churches. They extended me a call, subject to approval 
by Athens Presbytery. I gladly accepted the ca l l. 

On Ju~e 14, 1959, I was ordained and installed as pastor of the New 
Hope and Comer c ~urches by a commission of Athens Presbytery. This is the 
first time i n several years that either of these Churc hes have had an 
ordained minister. 

Throug~ the summer we had a series of sermons from St. Paul's Epistle to 
the Romans. 

The first week in November we had serviees eacb night with the Reverend 
Robert Dobbins, p~stor of the First Church in Elberton, as guest preacher. 
These se~vices were very well attended, and we felt that they were a source 
of uplift and inspiration for the entire commu nity. 

Lowell Be·ch Sykes, Pastor 
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'Iha following officers served 
President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Church Ex:tension and 
Christian Education 
Stewardship 
Annunities & Relief 
World Missions 
General Fund Agency 
Spiritual Growth 
Historian 

Page 3 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 

our organized women duriµg 1958-1959 
- ¥.rs. J. o. Smith 
- Mrs. Howard Long 
~ Mrs. J. R. Turner 
- Mrs. Gerald Birchroore 

- Mrs. F. H. Frost 
- Mrs. A. J. Griffeth 
- Mrs. J. R. Turner 
- Mrs. H. B. Pierce 
- Mrs. C. J. Porterfield 
- Mrs. Howard Long 
- Mr-s. F. H. Frost 1958 

Mrs. J. R. Turner 1959 

During the entire year, the different Cause Secretaries performed their task 
as best they could. Mrs. A. J. Griffeth was in charge of the clothes for 
Over-Seas Relief, s:i:onsored by Church World Service and she mailed a package 
of clothe~ in August, 1958. 

Our entire Church and Community were saddened when Mrs. F. H. Frost told us in 
oanuary 1959 she had definitely decided to move to Columbus, Georgia. She felt it 
best that she not stay alone in Comer. We were happy tho I when she said she would 
remain a member of our Church and continue to support it and the w.o.c. 

On March 15, 1959 the Chapel Choir, Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia 
charmed listners who had gathered at Comer Methodist Church for the occasion. Our 
own Lowell Sykes, Student Pastor of Comer-New Hope Churches, was the director. 
After the program, the ladies of the two Churches served refreshments to the Group 
in the Cb.nrch Annex. 

At the April 1959 Meeting of the w.o.c. the ladies "adopted" one of the ladies 
at Quitman Presbyterian Home, hoping to add a little cheer to her by remembering 
her wlth cards., letters and gifts through the year. Our "adopted" one is a. 
member of the Presbyterian Church and a very lovely person. 

The w.o.c. were instrumental in getting Miss Martha Little, a missionary on 
furlough from Brazil, to come to our Church June 3, 1959 far a fellowship 
hour and a message of her work in Brazil. 

Oh June 14, 1959 Ordination Services for Lowell Sykes were held at New Hope 
Church. Rev. Sykes had accepted the pastoral office in the Comer-New Hope 
churches. After the Ordination Services, the entire congregation was invited 
to the Educational Building, where a delicious picnic supper was served by the 
ladies of the two Churches. Each member rejoiced at having an ordained minister to 
lead us once again and to have such a fine person as Lowell Sykes. He and his wife 
will occupy the home of Mrs. F. H. Frost, 'Who recently moved to Columbus, Georgia. 
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At the July meeting the ladies of New Hope and Comer Churches surprised our 
pastor and his wife, Rev. & Mrs. Sykes, with a miscellaneous shower. 

On August 20, 1959, Obe Sue Smith, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. J. o. Smith, 
and Charles Snelling were united in marriage and on September 3, 1959 the 
ladies of the Church honored them with a shower at the attractive home of 
Mrs. Sykes. 

Each night during the revival at the Comer Presbyterian Church, November 1 - 5, 
the visiting pastor, Rev• Robert Dobbins of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Elberton, Georgia, with Rev. & Mrs. Sykes, were entertained in homes of the 
w.o.c. There were no new members added to the Church but all received a 
spiritual blessing. 

During the yea:r 1958 our total gifts amounted to $137.00 and for 1959 total 
gifts amounted to $74.60. 

We sent $10.00, 1959 Birthday Offering to go to the Presbyterian Missions 
in Brazil. 

$17.00 to Thorm,ell Orphanage; $1.5.oo to Rabun Gap School; $15.oo Joy Clift. 

In 1958 we sent $3.00 to White Cross and in 1959 our Society furnished our 
quota of 4 large towels and 20 large bath cloths. 

We only had one member to attend Athens Presbyterial 1959, which was held at 
Cornelia Presbyterian Church. 

In con-1.usion, we feel we have accomplished very little the past two years, 
however, considering the fact that we are so small in number, about 8 active 
members-, and being without a regular pastor until June 1959, it might be said 
that we perhaps accomplished more than we thought, considering the circumstances. 

We sincerely hope and pray that 1960 will be a year in which our Master can say, 
''Well done, thou good and faithful Servant." 

Filed at Montreat 

(3p.,,J~'-& ~ -u)Jili;( 
Historian, w.o.c. 
Athens Presbytery 

~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ 
(Mrs. J. ii:, Mary c. Turner 

Historian, 1958-1959 
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