
History of the Fic:.:l 0 n J'resJyte.1- i'""":.: ~:.1urc.1 
of Ficklen , Georgia . 

The history of the Ficllen Presbyteriab Church had its beginning 

on January 14, 1927 when :Miss ~ue Anne Bl anton, Field Worker in Augusta 

Pres:Jytery then \7orking in the Phinizy Church, came to the col11I"'tmi ty to 

make a survey of exi::::tinG church work. The surve:/ disclosed ~10 or.; 11-

izecl church in the villa~e ancl only a S1;'3.ll '3u;.1day Sc1'D01. ,n -ie:.•n 1. on, 

::ev. I1arsl1all C. T)eYJdy, at that tirr:e Su:perinten°,.,nt ')f JTome "i:;sions in 

J,·J.,_;· ~ te ;"reslJytery and ::,as tor of the 8ra·1fordville Crurch, came to 

~icklen and pre~ched in t~e sc~ool bvilJin;.on t:e fo~rth J nray of 

tl~e 02,rr:e rnonth. JT. Dend:,. contin ie to ;:teac'h o,F ""acl· r:::on~'J. in tee 

, i lding from :-2.nuar 1927 vn ti 1 J?e1Jrvary 1'"'28. T-Ti s 

from. -.ebruary ·n ti l June 1''2°. ....,ev. \.. "' "fcJnni :J o canie ,~ s tor of tbe 

Crarfor ville Cturc t tne latter 1ate - d took ove~ t e v rk.fron 

"'r. I'orter. 

On July 4, 1~20 ~ev. ~alph Gillam, -vantelist of tLe y~od of 

S-eorgia, began c:,n evangelistic meeting in the comnuni ty 'I 1ich lac-;ted 

~ive days . At this ti 'ea nurr~~r of people expressed a desire t~ join 

the chl'rch and it vras the efe>re decided to 0rc;anize a rr~s1 yterian 

Church in :l!'icklen . A com!l:.ission consisting of :ev . r::. I. YaCarty of 

Augusta, -r:ev. A. ~. HcJnnis of 'IJ'ashin~ton, and- Mr. I~awes Cloud of 

and 
Crawforcville, was aDnointed by Aug11sta ~resbytery/met vi th the people 

of Ficklen on Decerrber 1, 1 r29 at .hi ch time a Pr~sbyterian Church 'lvas 

organized with the follo~ing chart~r mew"bers: 

~ lders Deacons 
lr. Berry T. Patrick 
Pr. G. N. Byrum 

rr. c. 'I' . Patrick 

lx . G . N. Byrum 
Hrs . G. N. Byrum 
l!"argaret Byrum 

Yr . •Valter B . Patrick 
Members 

1-:r . C. T. Patrick 
!lrs . c . T. Patrick 
!:r. Patri ck 

l~. ~alter~ - Patrick 
Jr • Clu.ud Patrick 
l'is s Jessie .:Jae Lord. 

Jr. Ralph Gillarr returned to :Fi cklen in January 1930 and from an 

old store building ~iven by ~s . ~~ry ~ . 0ornwell and with donations 



from various friends, ·pas instrumental in building a house of worshl; 
w1ich uas dedicated on ~~rch 0, 1°30. 

From 19::1'7 throuGh :r .. c.rch l':'30 the follov:in-;; !Tinmsters he,ve 
in 3'ic.:.:len: 

Rev.!."" C. Denc~y,fror1 January 1?2'1 to February 1n2e. 
Rev. '~'illian rorter, froY' February 1°?8 to June 1928. 
Rev. A. G. ,~cirmis, fror.1 Jvne 1°28 to 1fove:rr.1.Jer 1936, 

beconing the first re_sl.'l~r minister of t~e church 
upon its organization in Jecember 192n. 

:S.ev. Stevrart E. Jong, from .N" overrber 1937. 

A great deal of credit is due the follo~ing field vorkers for 

the art they played in hv i ldi ng up the work: 
Eiss Sue Anne Blanton, January 1927 to December 1928. 
llrs. Annie C. Brad~ell, January 1929 to June 1929. 
Hiss Eary Hudson, June 1929 to September 1929. 
l1iss Pearl Fudson, October 1929 to Ii.Tay 1930. 

The Follorving members have united with the :Ficklen Presbyterian 

C~urch since it was organized: 

G. E. Byrur.i ''.'i 11 i ar.i. H. }! ev:s om 
r,:rs . G. .i:.,. . Byrum 
Jlargaret Byrum 
J:arold 3ramlett 
Ura. Ilary ::, C'.Jrnv:ell 
Jaces C. Christy, Sr. 
rrs. J. c. Christy 
Jary Lou Christy 
~Iilliarr Christy 
Foline Clark 
James Clark 
George Clark 
rr. :J.E. Evans 
Hrs. D. E. Evans 
riss =loise ~vans 
riss Edith ~vans 
lliss Annie Saurie ~vans 
John Oliver Raney 
Edith Howard' 
JTorace Howard 
·:rs. Sara~. Lord 
1'~iss Jessie i~ae lord 

?~s. Sara A. Newsom 
C. T. Patrick 
1~s . C. T. Patrick 
Berry Patrick 
':i'al ter ra trick 
!·:rs . 7al ter Patrick 
Harvey Patrick 
Jeanette Patrick 
! 1rs. O. H. Pate 
Carl Pate 
1 ':i s s A 1 i C e Ray 
Frs . Lottie "1.oth 
.3ern ice Roth 
Esther Tanner 
Doris Tanner 
~rs. Althea ~ilson 
Ruby 'vi ls on 

An evangelistic meeting and Vacation Bi~le School was held udder 
the leadership of the pastor, Rev. 3tewart H. Long, in August 1038, 
resulting in the adcition of several young pe~ple to the church by 
profession of faith. The Sunday School was reor-~anized and the Young 
reople began an organization. 7ith these acc'.J~plis~mrants the future 
of the l<,i cklen Churct arpears hopeful in every way. 



V,ornan' s Auxiliary of Fi'cldin Church. 

The \ orµ.an' s .B.uziliary of Ficklin Church vras organized August 

31st, 1939, by Rev. and Mrs. Stev-art H. Long and Mrs. w. A. Simoson, 

of 'Washington, ·with a membershiu of fifteen romen. 

The officers are as follo~s: 

President, Mrs. G. .l'il'. Bytrum, 

Vice-Pres. . Mrs. \~ . T. Ray, 

Secretary, Mrs. H. P. 11JcCarthy, 

Treasurer, Mrs. V:. B. Patrick. 

Tuesday after each third Sunday was fixed as the time of the 

monthly meetings. 

For the first six months of this organization vre have read both 

Home and Foreign Mission books, and have contributed to all special 

offerings, Home and Foreign Missions, White Cross, Thorm.1rell and 

Joy Gift. For Joy Gift, we put on pageant "In Thy Sight." 

Margaret C. Byrum (Mrs. N. G-.) 
Historian. 



1956 

FICKLIN PRESBYTERIAN 
WASHINGTON, GF.ORG IA 

President 
Secretary and Treasurer 
Prop-ram Cha.innaa 

Mrs. L.s.Howard 
Mrs. T,C .Young 
Mrs. Chester Howard 

nWe are a small group with an average attendance of six. Our 
offerinfs are. small, therefore we have not contributed to any 
causes away from our church and community. 

We take care of the refreshments for our P.Y.F., flowers for the 
church and for the sick and other local church expenses. 

From January 1956 to January 1957, our offerings were $31.97. 
Our expenses were $16.96, leaving a balance of $15.01 .We had e 

balance of $5.05 in the flower fund~ 



' I 

1957 

ilDJ~N OF THE CHURCH 

FICIIT,IN PRES1:lYT2RIAN CHUB.CH 

FICKLIN, GIDTI.GIA 

PRESIJ)~..;HT ................. ... ..............• rs. Glen Hilder 
VICE- PR.ESIDZNT ........................... Xrs. L.S.Howard,Sr. 
SEfRETA-B.Y .................... .. ............. Ers , Chester Boward 
T;{JASURill ••................................. Krs. Chester Howard 
TF?..~ASURER. ••................................ .I:rs. John Haney 
CH::.N .SPTI.UTUAL GRO ;TH....... . . . . . . . . . . ..... !:x-iai. Glen 'Jilder 
crn~ . CIHISTIAN BDUCATION .••......... ... ...• Wcrs . L.S.How;:ird ,sr. 
CHDJ. ST" !AB.DSHIP . . . . . . . . . . ................. Hrs . Pierce Drinkard 
CID U. CHU .CH EXTENSION .....................•. :.rs . Henry Brannom 
cm: I • . 110H.l.D .. MI£,~IONS .••...................• :~rs . G. N . Byrum 
CHrN. ANl!UITIBS & R.~LLlF ................... 1;_ E . Ct}ester Howard 
CHMN.GEN3.i'RAL FUND AGENCIES ................. Mrs. John Haney 

Our ',!omen of the Church met at intervals durin2' the year. ' 7e foll owed 
the plan as outlined by the Board of ,:o:e.en I s Iork as well as our small 
p,roup could. VJe have but 8 members. 

!ith the exception of our Joy Gift which was $12 .00, our interest 
was centered around our ovm Church. 

We used the literature recommended for circles which cost 156 .05. 
:e spent a.03 for children at Chris tmas; ,3 .07 for a gift for a member 
that moved away; ~4 .12 for flowers for the sick; and ~2 .90 for re­
freshments for a meeting of our Young People of the Church. Our 
balance to date in the re';Ular fund is ,17 . in besides the !ri5 .01 
in the flower fund. 

le have no 'egular pastor. Mr. G-.tr. Byrum is Clerk of our Session. 



1958 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

WOMEN OF THE CHURCH 
FICKLIN P1ESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FICKLIN, WILKES COUNTY 
GF.ORGIA 

Mrs. John O.Haney 
rs. L.S.Howard,Sr. 

Mrs. Chester Howard 
Mrs. Chester Howard 

COMMITTEE 
Spiritual Growth 

CHAilU£EN 
Mrs.Glenn Wilder 
Mrs. L.S.Howard,Sr. Christian Education 

Stewardship 
Church Extension 
World Missions 
Annuities and Relief 
General Fund Agencies 
Homes 
Columbia Friendship CirBle 

1 s. Pierce Drinkard 
Mrs. Henry Branham 
Mrs. G.N.Byrum 
Mrs.Chester H01lfard 
Mrs. John O, Haney 
Mrs. John Haney 
Mrs. L.S.Howard, Sr. 

This group meeb;each month. They use material prepared by Board of 
Women's Work - 1958. 

They prepare refreshments for younp people of the Church; have a 
flower fund and send flowers to the sick. 

Only contributed to two causes in 1958- World Missions and Joy Gift. 

Luke was used for Bible Study. 

Because the Church is small ,the group of Women of the Church find much 
to do in the local Church,and are unable to contribute to more outside 
causes. 

Mrs. G.N.Byrum,Historian. 



Ficklen Presbyterian Church History 

The Ficklen Community was a small town in the early 1900's with several stores, jail, depot, school, 
hotel, potato house, and flower shop. There were Delco lights on the streets. 

A tornado hit Ficklen on April 30, 1924, taking the life of one, Mr. Gus Patrick, and doing major 
damage to this town. Many people moved away or nevfr rebuilt. 

Mrs. Mary Cornwell donated her store to the community for a church house. 
On January 20, 1930, Dr. Ralph Gillan came to Ficklen. From this old store building, donations, 

and the labor oflove from many, the church was built. The church was dedicated March 9, 1930/ 
This church has stood as it was with just minor repairs until 1989. These repairs included paint 

jobs, carpet on the floors, new roofs put on, and heaters that replaced the original wood stove. Vinyl siding 
and underpinning were added in 1989. 

Ideas for a well and Friendship Hall started formulating for this church, under the inspiration of 
Rev. Mal Mallinson and his wife, Sandy, during 1996. 

Labors of love, donations, land, funds from Presbytery, and prayers saw the well dug in 1997. The 
celebration of the gift of water was held February 1, 1998. 

Land on the right of the church was donated by Mrs. Charles Auclaire in December, 1997. On this 
land, a new and larger parking lot was added with Mr. George Grimaud - County Road Commissioner, 
overseeing the job, in June, 1998. 

Land on the left of the church was donated by Mrs. Barbara Wilder in February, 1998. 
On May 17, 1998, the church voted to go ahead with the new addition to the church. 
On June 14, 1998, a Sunrise Service was held for the groundbreaking ceremony. A light breakfast 

followed. Many people attended. 
Mr. Claude Patrick, 89, and Jason Broome, 2, the eldest and youngest attending the , 

groundbreaking, were the first to tum the dirt with shovels. 
Mr. Willard Durham of Eatonton spent many hours drawing plans for architectural structure of this 

new addition. He presented these plans to the church during this wonderful occasion. 
The Hall was dedicated June 18, 1999. Since the Hall's completion many great events have been 

held at the Ficklen Presbyterian Church. Some of these include the Revitalization Committee meeting on 
November 11, 1999; graduation parties; baby showers; meals for church families and friends; and Ficklen 
Presbyterian Church's 70th Anniversary Celebration, which was held on March 12, 2000. 

The Ficklen Presbyterian Church Ladies Group was formed on May 13, 1999. 
The Church steeple was added on January 14, 2002. 
New carpet was put in the sanctuary in December, 2002. 
At the present time there are 19 members on the membership roll. 
Services are the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Donnie Whitehead of Athens, Georgia is 

ministering. Sunday School follows worship at 10:45 a.m. 


