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LEXINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
LEXINGTON, GEORG IA 

1786 

This clru.rch was organize• under the name of Bethsalem Presbyterian Church. 

It was originally in the Presbytery of South Carolina, later in that of Hopewell, 

later in that of Augusta., then Athens and then transferrei back to Augusta 

Presbytery in 1906. Early proof iate information oan ve founi filei unier 

the name of Bethsalem Presbyterian ~lru.roh in this binder. 

Filed April 1948 

Signei: ~ JP. ½ 
Mrs• J. Swanton Ivy, Historian 
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T'1t bistory of t.1is Chu.rch b .,.in~ witn thE- orgr;nizati,n uf a .t-rcsbyterian Church 

by Jolm ~ewton, n,=,ar Huchings, G;or0 ia, which v1as call"::d 2sth-8;..il 

perfEct hJuse . In 1784 a bcind of P-mi6rants, a.bout twenty in nu,b,-r, com2osed of 

:nen, ·,omen and children, includir.g ::r. f wton, hft Fenr. ylvania and. the f 1;ll wing 

y~ftr settled ab01.1t three miles 1.st of Lexington, G-eorgift , among the hostil Indien,. 

On 1'.)ecember 20th., 1785, E<>th-:::;r=11em Chu.rcb ;;Rs orP-anized by r . "1ewton nd hi,;; fcllo•:­

n s. Re is said to 02 tbE'" fir t rP iden t of G€orgia ord~ined to tb~ Presbyterian 

~1inistry, the ordinatic,n "E:rvices having been held at Dnncrn Creek in Lau ens C unty, 

~1JUth Carolina, v.h~re the Presbytery of South Carolina met . The l te ~f his orcin­

ati'"in seems to be '.mcertain, but it JSt t·ve occurred some t· e e.b.ut t'J y "L' 173~. 

B1cfori= his ordinati ·,n he nrel'lched as e. licentie.te to tho,e vho Ere .harine itr-1 him 

th« hardships of a life among thP- Indian, f1·om whore they bfd tJ pr0tect ti,_HDSElvcs 

by. ildinr a f ,rt . 

'1nder these advi=rse circw;:!'I t1mce the Church increased in munbers, i t1. E.z1:.-<.iel Gilb'l , 

James Park anc1 James spy ns elders, until the de tt vf ,!.r . 1Je ton in 17::7. 

Fol 1 o ,ing i a cory of thE oric:;inal ch 0 rtu and the ,nembt:"r ·: 

11 le, tb... ·..1.bsc ri bers, do ~ere by dt clare to nave joined our 1 v together a" 

a religious society for the sup~ort of the preaching of the Gospel of Jesu Chri t and 

for o.ir r,.utual improvemc.nts in th( doctrine of th!'o Christi· n r li i :in that God ;;iy b 

public l y and socially lorified brus in ::ris earthly tern les, and w"" by divir..f.: gr c 

:nay be prepared to glorify Him in that temr,le not made by hands et~rnal in the hf'avt?n:. 

And f-;irther - ·e do m1.ltuel1y gre.c tb.at the ... lace of l!leeting shall be her fter kno·m 

as )3oth-5alem, qnd 1pe, th member of s~id eth-Sale.;1 Soc:ety, do row nromi e to )Ely, 

each for himself, unto 'r - John , ,,.., ton the several !'\Um nnexed to our nam on c on-

dit i on that he, the s~id John Newton, shall give unto us the two thir ~ of ~is 1 bors 

for one year, hich will be thirty-five Sr;o'oaths. 

In witness whereof, we do htreunto set aur h ands, thi~ the 20th. da y of Dec­

ember, 1 785 . 
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:'.'ob rt P.:ir.te!3, arr. 11 '"', it , John -•i ;nd, Ro·u rt Tho ... ,~on, Jose h 'cCutche.n. os. A.rm-

, t.rong, John l<ing, Andrew •c·-eff, Jos. Tho.np on, zekiel ..,.ilbBm, J 'c 1tcl.Pn, 'rcb-

abald HoP-r;, amuel P rk, Jc.~. Thom:9.on, Jr., 7. Fo. ter, u..,1: ... Fost r, Ja 

.Archa ld Tnomp"'on, John "cFall, .J ~. Scott, Joseph 3cott, Jame Fark, D vid :.11c'k-y, 

- . L..1cL--y, ]en'j Knox, Je .,ie Lee, 'i. Alesberry, An rf Bell, Jos. Ale by, ?ussell 

Jone , Ben 1j. Alesby, Jol"..n 'spt;;y, John illtr, ,1J1 . LucKey, Sr., .~dr<>w Lucky, John 

Jobn~ on, J amt~ r.ns trc.n~, Jf- s ie . . r,. trong, Briant N. Arms tron , J mes 3· np on, 

Johnathan Simpson, Jas. K. Simpson, Geo. , itchell, -Un. Cooregs.n, liza -,t vmron, 

John ner, Jos. ~mith, Tho. Good, llen K. Good, Cha. Lane, Ja. Stewart, Oliv r 

ollers, Geo. Car on, Geo. 'V. Fall, Jobn GrEt:nan, J os . Jones,~ 1uel 'x.o, :!30': 1,j. rw 

Jr., Jemes C. \Ullan, . Mc Cree, James :'cCom. on, Samuel Sl ields and ol n Bleckl y. 11 

ThP alc1.ry p<iid r . "ewton, the fir!!lt pa. tor, by the above m mb rs, on .:..1ecenber 

20th, 17$5, ,ras fifty pound and sevPnteen shillings . 

It would seem that thE mPmbFrs aft;:,r .'r. 1 ewton'z death bee 1E' somewhat diqorg n-

ized, and in V314 the Chui-ch w s burn d by th Indi;:ins. .·r. ewton s buried in t e 

Church yard of ]F-th-S8l ern, rnd ju!I t one hun red y-=ars aftt:r his burial hi reneins, in 

1797, wer 0 r moved to the Ce.:."Il tery t Lexington and inter ea. a rr. t ir. front of t':it-

L'=xi ngton :Presbyterian Church . In 1922 the Woman 1 :uxiliary of th Le:xi1 -"'ton. Church 

placed a ma.rker over his grave, vi th tr-.E followins inscription: 

_ ev. John ewton. 
Born 1759 
Dif:'d 1797 

11 A Prince of Pione€r :Evangelist. 11 

On the back of the mar· tr or hrad- s tone t...lie following inscription a pears; 

11 The first resident of GE.or~ia, ordained to the Fns'byteri n Aini try. 
The founder of B th-Sale.,1 Church wb.ich v;a.s removt-d to L .id.ngton an<1 
is nol'l' the Le ington r-sbyte.cian Church . Ju t before the Ont,; hundn.d­
th annivers-ry of hi death in 1896, his rex.cins w~re removed to tbis 
plece and hi r~v • r ed by the orr. n 1s .:u.xilia y of thr:, Lex:ington 
resbyterian Church. 11 

.After th burning oft Church in 1814, the fe membt:'rs rt::maining. undaunted 

./ by the loss of their pl ce of warship by the ruthlessness of the cru l Red ·an, h aving 

cons,:,cratPd t:1eir live~ t o S"" noble a ca.use, re-organiz ed and built anothe:r Cmnch a t 

the same place and cal 7 e it ew P. th-salem. 

r 



.fter tne ·ea.th of Joh ton in 1797, the Church was wit: out a ?as tor and 

only ~Rd pre~ching occasionally by oth~r pastors as ~u1plies. The loss of ~anbers 

by removals, frorn disf'ase and deBth cau. e th► decline of th C':.iu.rch. 

In 1822, Jr. T:.iom.-'ls G0ulding, '.9" tor of the Church t n:'..te J3lnff in Liberty 

County, gathered up thE relics of Beth- Salem Chu.rch end re-organi7,ed ;::t LP-.xington, 

as th6 Lexington Presbyterian Church. -:Vi llhm ~mpbell, ho w~s the only surviving 

elder of the old Church, becam an el er in th<=- !,erington, C:hurch, and nominated r. 

David ,.cLaughlin and Joseph :?spey as eldere and , r . nu~m Lesl•7 as deacon. T111;; 

charter members of the Church .rcre, as follo s : 

illiam Carrrobell, rvid 'cLaughlin, illiam Lesley, Samuel HcCauley, Jobn 

Pharr, Jobn '1' . allace, Joseph :Espey, 'lrs . .. arion Grier, ~-1rs . Jane Jewell, "rs. 

Jane Campbell, '3.3.Ill ~cLaughlin, :rrs . Lesley, IAary ~spey, .cinn G~uldin5 , Da.mary ld· in, 

H n.'lah Upson, Sara I lley, MarthL:. Gilham, Sara t.oore, ~~rs. 13.ry .~ennedy, Mi s Mari 

Harrison , ~ev . Thomas Goulding. 

Dr . Gculdine; served the Church a pa.~tor :mtil 1830 and this building vtdS u ed 

as a place of worship for sixty-nine years. In 1892 this house was sold, torn down 

and the orese-nt Church v,r;:is erected. The congre.gation org .... nizE,d with , illie.m 3tewart )Z 

and Geo. C. Smith as eldt'rS and Dr. :!enry ~igg es Pastor. The oldest member of thi:=; 

Chu.,.c11. is 'Hs Annie -"nox, ho united with it in 1865 . after n scr ion had been pre~ch-

1;u. by the father of Fresidtnt .,.ilson. he i3 the oldest dauzhter of \fr , El'ld 1 'rs. Jo~ 

Knox ho came t0 tbis Cauntry from Ireland and one of seven sister,, all of ho ere 

fai thf-ul ;ind loyal me,nbus and sup;orters of the Church. 

Woman ;ork 

In 1880 a !issionary Society was organized, having as manber!'I men, ·omen ,,._nd 

chilnren. The women wi:>re too ~odest and r.e.tir-:.ng to serve , president to' r. n ::.. iam 

Stewart, a faithful nd. consecrated member of the Church 'ln also an elder, serving 

both as elder end C e-r'<: of the Se sion from 183_3 to 18':!5, ,3s elected President. 

This society met one Sunday ~f t ernoon in each I onth aftE.-r th Sunday School and did 

finE work . .A..-uong the first mE:m"bers were: .!rs. John Stokely, Mrs. MoOl'e , ' ' rs. ,illiam 

Stewart , tiss Laura and Mi s klla Moss and others. Af t Er a fEw yea.r s t he society W'iS 
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re-organlz~d with omen onlv as m mbers. ',!rs. Ste ~rt, ho s President, repre ented 

th society in Greensboro in 906, at the oman 1s 'is ionary nni on . Tn 1.,11 the ux­

ili ry was or 
0
aniz d accorling to the - .Je bly 1 

Pre ident, servin_ ur..til 1912. rr~ idents from that date to th ,re Ent time re as 

fol-o ,s: 

Mrs. Joel Cloud 
r . :E,. .; • ' axwe l 
1 . Joel Cloud 

1912 - 192 6 
1927 - 1528 
1929 ~ 1.,32 

The Wom~n• Auxiliary disbanded about ix years a o but a re-or~aniz d Jun~ 938 

-i th t el ve member. nd 1';i th 'trs. C oud Pre ident. 

Sunday chool 

Dilig~nt s rch of th minutes of th Church doe not di~clo e any r c0rd a to 

th or aniz tion of the 3~day School and tht writer h"'d to rt. 01·t tc tht" €Co 1 ction 

of .ome of thf' oldest re idents of Lexin ton. To (iss Jennie L st r err ind bt_l 

for the information th t then: was n or.o-anized 3Umfay ,chool in 1863 or 1864. 5 e 

one of the m€!Ilb r of t e scboo , nd Vr • G-o. Gilmer, idow of Governor uil Pr 

a Et that tim superint ndtnt. Thi was during tht .,ivil ar ll~n m-:s t of the en 

r re in th Confroerete C"'ervice. There as no other s-.mday ,cho 1 in th- to 

time so thi mu t hav b en • union school. ~o record i foumi and no info 

at that 

tion ob-

tainable as to ir.o succeeded. ~'ir. Gilmer, but it i ,.robable that Dr. Ja • Sims, G=-o. 

F. Pl tt, 'r. F. L. U .. s0n, n ~lder who left the Church on thou nd doll.rs by h: 

will, or some othe fait1ful ru r of th Church, h ld th 01· ax iza. tion to hether until 

r . .n. C. L ti er 

early part of th 

lected some t1 e in th .eventi~ , SErving through at l t th 

ighti (,s . 1cr . G-eo. C . .:,;::iith as elect d to ucce cl "r. L timer nd 

th latter :nov d to .... thens, Geor i . 'Mr. Smith enjo~• th€ distinction of having a.t-l;ie,nd d 

th(, 5,md y chool for thirty-five yea.rs, dur ·nG .hich p riod he n vt.:r ::ni d S b t':i, 

that is, he ~ ttendecl some c!locl every un llrina this time he s rvin eith r 

as an officer or '"'upeiintendi:,n t - re-cord of ·,,ic 1 "e i ju t y pro'1d an onf' bier "e 

if ny other~, have. E moved to Florida in 1916 n' wa 

'ii ion ork 

ucce de" by Jo l Cloud. 

ThE Church hes con tr ibu t€d to botb. ome • nd Foreigh 1
' i sions for y years, giving 
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iberally o th ir Pf!O Sll ortE ntir ~y the P tor. 

cnt: has gon from the Church as , 'i· si n ry n. non hav iv n frt l tirn rvice to 

the wor"k:. 

manber of this c!:m..L·ch, m rri d _ v . John vorton nd their 

son, -rn st, is a minis t r wno ent as a 'issionary to the Foreign Fields. 

The fol lo i~ i 

Rev. John ewton 

Dr. Thomas ulding 

Rev. lathan Hoyt 

e . Frank :n. Goulding 

v. McGill 

.1.1.ev . John • et d 

R v . .a. 'ill r 

Dr. J. obin on 

ev. Gr en 

RE"v . ean 

,ev. J. :S. "orton 

list 

P stor~. 

of thE: pastor 

1785 - 1797 

1822 - 1~30 

1830 843 

u;45 - 1847 

1650 -

1847 - 1861 

1S61 - 1865 

1866 - 1368 

1868 - 1872 

1872 l 79 

1s7g 1>333 

nd su Jl ie from the d t 

Dr. · John Jones 

Rev. J.D.~. Brown 

Dr. Henry lli 

Rev. ~. G. Smith 

Dr. •.. H. . c, een 

nev. T. F. :Bur t1 

Rev. ·•c:hail 

Dr. L :I. Dog tt 

Rev. B.B. Ander on 

Rev. - F. Chalm~rs 

REV. • G. rcEnni 

Dr. B .. ~nornbury. 

Rev. J. T. Young 

of organizati,m: 

1883-1885 

1886-1 gg 

1809-1893 

894-1310 

1911-1912 

1913-1315 

1915-1916 

1917-1918 

1918-1322 

1923-1 ;24 

1924-1926 

1927-192 

1928-1329 

192.,-1937 

Rev. ~- . Long, ?resent Pastor. 

This hi tory ruld not be com 1 t i thout speci l mentic, of th Gouldings. ::)r. 

Thom s GouJ.din , ho .. s no doubt the movinr spirit in the re-organization of the old 

Church at Le:xin~ton, G orgia, in 1822, n~ served t~e Church a pa tor until 1830, a o 
~ 

or anized th •erninary in 1~2g in th old ho so:a hich tand t op_,o~ ite th Ch1.nch. 

H had only fiv~ stud nt in his first clas. The S .inary so or0 a.nized moved to 

Columbia, South Carolina, ,er man reach r ere tr in~d ·nd it i no lo t din 

Decatur, Geo. ia, havin b en moved to that ity ~n 1927. ~ev. ?ra.ru( • Goul in brother 
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of the oc tor nd ' o wrote , 11 Th- Yonn0 ~arr n .r.· 
,, s tor of tht; L~xin·ton 

Churc;. from 181.!.5 to 1!347. 

swell a t he data c~n be gathered from the inutes, th~ fo1lo :ng is lit 

of the ldas and deacons and t.1eir term~ of office : Tht: elders of Cld :Be:-th-Sal 

t'1eir term of offi c,:: not l.no ·n, ere -~'-= iel Gilh , James Es ey and erha ., others . 

At the time t h church s organized at L in~ton thtr~ seclilcd to ha.v b~ n only one 

~urvi vi nu elder of t h con regation. His name w illiam cam ... b'c-11, ,ho no oin ted 

a eldtrS o f the new con ·rega tion David 1cLaughlin c1.nd Jo e_. h spe:y-, ::nd ht. al o 

no i na t ed Mr . Lesl ey as dt.-ccn . This w-s in 1822. 

inl325, ln''.r. 

John P~rr, ,Jo r. Ru.;?ert, ~fir . lat:han Holtrook and 'r . ,,11 •• Baldi in ere ordain, 

·nd in~tall d as cld r, ani ~r . John Lovejoy s deacon . 

In 1828 J . F . Lunp ::in, il li Hr-nry 

th Shurch as ruing eld~r~ ; 

Others er€ : 

G. M. Dudley 

Col. ~T . . Lumpkin 

J ohn F. Fhinizy 

,,_. We -.inley 

F. L. Upson 

Gt-- o. F. Platt 

i{ . C. L- t iro r 

J . R. Boggs 

A. list of thP Deacon fol lo s : 

E.T. Roene 

H. B. ,al 1 c e 

W. T. Ste art 

18}0 - 1s39 

1829 - 1841 

1 ~4 - 1866 

1 <"3 9 - 1155 

1 81+7 - li:l75 

1847 - 1375 

1877 - 1 38$ 

).$78 - 1883 

filACOl-TS 

1903 - 1912 

on -nd Dr . ,..,_ Pond were ccepted by 

il 1 iam Stuvart 

Geo . c. 3nit h 

J. F . '' . Alexander 

J oel Cloud 

H. B. ,al lace 

,h . I • Ca.rtl dge 

• 11 . L . Harper 

. i . o . Hollis 

E. J . :ia ell 

,..ugh 1. '7alla.ce 

J . PX n er 

W. D. Loyd 

1883 - 1395 

1891 - 1923 

1896 -

1900 -

1916 - 1917 

1923 -

1920 - 1921 

1920 - 1921 

1935 -

1920 - 1 923 

1923 -

19~4 - 1929 
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John 1 • :Bo o th 1903 - 1910 7. B:. ''axw 11 

1920 1929 Jarot-,s ..-c .la ll 1935 -

At the pr1: t time the ld rs re J. F. r. lexand r, R. 71. C&tl ge, E. J. ' we 

and .Joel Clo•·d, and the deacon~ are J. T. Al n er, . Loyd, '7. - ell, m ~ 

i s 1iJ ella • os , th aug'•ter of Prof. Thos. :a. 'oss ho teught chool at 

1!?son Academy, Le>-."i ;:;-ton. Georgia, for fift: ymrs, di d in 1934 and bequeathed 

to the C:burch th~ su'll of 3'i ve tl:undred Dollar c1nd in h r memory bronz tablf=it a 

placed in the C!:ll.rch on the rieht i 

followin in cr·~tion: 

of the pulpit on hich will be found th~ 

11 In m0I1ory of 'is. ~ell :fo~s nd Mr . and 'rs. . _en le ~ 

Tr.;. fri nds cf and Donor to this .:;hurch. 11 

T'ais history i far from o n0 complete but it c. fE:ebl dfort of the writ r 

to ive some r cord of the ncble woric begun by .ev. J hn n wton at old c th- lt , 

which has bern carri d on in an i p rf ct ~y b ot..riers, and to she ho , fro the 

fforts of the littl band of , und r kind ?rovidence, encoui· ~ d, guided 

Pn direct€d by that "Pioneer Envan6 li t, 11 ith=~ny thins to hind ran~ di c ge, 

t e Lerin ton Pre byteri n Church as organized as an f.f pring of the parent Church. 


