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HISTORY OF THE RABUN COUNTY 

PRESBYTERL™ CHURCH WORK 

Foreword: The first pa.:rt·or the following article was written as a 
personal message to Rev. D. F. Helm, pastor of a group of Presbyter­
ian Churches in Rabun County, by Rev. B.W. Baker, a former worker 1n 

this field. The last part is written by Rev. L.B. Gibbs, the suc­
cessor to Rev. Baker. With the permission of Mr. Helm this article 
is being typed as 1 t came from tb.e wr1 ters. Mr. Helm left this field 

immediately after oomplet111g the histories of these ohurahea men t1an­

ed in this article and is at present pastor of a Presbyterian Church 
in Hot Springs, Virginia. {l-5- 148) 

Immediately after the Christmas holidays 1920-21, Rev. c. M. 
Chumbley, Superintendent of Home Missions 1n Athens Presbytery, came 
to Columbia Seminary seeking a man to do frontier work in Rabun Co., 
Georgia. He related that the time was then ripe fpr the organization 
of a dlurch at Tallulah Falls; and that the entire county afforded 
unusual opportunities for our church. Be1~ much interested, I late~ 
made a trip to Tallulah Falls, but found that the Methodist Church • 

bad already organized that part of the field. However, I realized· 
that there were still good opportunities of rendering a great aerviee 
for the Lord and agreed tx, move to the field upon graduation in May, 
~ work was being financed jointly by the Presbytery, the Synod, 
and the General Assembly's Home Mission funds, and by the Committee 
of Religious Educa t1 on and Publication in Richmond. 

~ I started work at Tallulah Falls on May 15, 1921, preaching 1n 
the Episcopal Church. As soon as I had 01•ganized a few other preach,,-, 
ing points, I dropped the Falla from my schedule, feeling that anoth•• 
er church organization was not needed to care for the spiritual needs 

there. • 

Within a few days after being settled in the work, I went to 
Clayton for a map of the county which would locate the roads and 
schools, and as many churches as possible. I found just such a map 
in the office of the County Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Mr. J. c. Howard was then Superintendent. He gave me a hearty wel­
cone and much valuable aid. He placed the school buildings at my ••• 
disposal t.o be used for Sunday School and preaching services, and · 
also gave his opinion as to which commun1ttea most needed the work 
1 was proposing to do. I know his reward in Glory will be much 
greater because of the assistance he gave me. We used the School 
property at Wiley, Timpson, Boiming Springs, and Betty's Creek dur­
ing my en tl '.t'e ministry in the county. 

Rev. Roy Eth:ridge was a help also in directing me to Tigar, and 

offering the use of his church building for our services there. If 
my memory serves me right, my first preaching service in the county 
was at Tiger. (Tallulah Falls Episcopal Chu:r•ch was jusli inside Haber- . 
sham County.) Brother Ethridge directed me to see Mr. & Mrs. Keason 
and have them open the church for ,me~ Checking the time, I decided 
to walk to Tiger, arrange for a service the following Sunday, and 
catch the train from there to Tallulah Falls. Not finding the Kea­
sons at home, I left a note for them, and posted a notice of the ser- '. . :: . 

vice 1n Mr. Taylor's Store. On Satul:'day, I started to Tiger by train 



Tiger Presbyterian Church 
Rabun County. 

Pg. 2 

(I did not buy a oar until July.) A Stranger in a strange land, I 
had no idea 'Where I could spend the night, or if I could find a 
place, yet I had faith to believe that the Lord was leading and that 
a place w:>uld be waiting. My faith was rewarded, for before I had 
boarded the train the depot agent called to me saying that the agent 
at Tiger wished to see me as soon as I arrived. 

When the train pulled into the station, I made my way immediately ·_ 
to the office and met Mr. Ussery, who greeted me in this fashion, 
"I'm a Presbyterian too. I'm.a good Presbyterian. In fact, I'm a 
better Presbyterian than I am a Christian". Was I glad to see him 1 I.f -
he were not speaking 1n jest, the quality of his Christianity must 
have increased very rapidly. For it 1s seldom one meets a better Ch• 
ristian than he. Everything had been prepared for my entertainment. 
We had a great service together, and located two other Presbyterians, 
Mrs. Tom Roane, and Miss McDowell. (Incidentally, I believe two of 
my beat members at Mt. Carmel, (Covington, Tenn.)Mr. Marion and Miss 
Julia Roane, are near :relatives of the Roanes there). 

That gave us four Presbyterians of the very best type for a foun­
dation. They, with Mrs. Baker, and Charlie Shirley of Wiley formed 
the roll of charter members in tbs Tiger church which was organized 
in the Fall of 1922, when the Synod's Evangelist, Dr. Wauohope held 
our meeting for us. 

Mr. Ussery was elected Superintendent of the Sunday school, and 
Ruling Elder of tm church. We continued the Sunday School in union 
with the Methodist people 1n their building unt11 we moved into the 
school buildi~ {the old Cannon house). The Tiger church was the 

~enter of all activity, and until otra r chur·ches were established all 
member·s were received into the Tiger church. The Timpson community 
became an outpost of the Tiger church. The community was considered 
too small. to have its own separate work. 

Mr. Don Wright was very helpful 1n getting the Timpson work going 
for ou:r church. I had preached in the community, but bad not had as 
favorable a :response as I had hoped for. When the Trusty boy was ac­
cidently ktlled while hunting, Mr. Wright visited them, and found that 
they had not planned a funeral se :rvice. He asked if he might call me 
for a service. He waded tbe February mud in for me and I managed to 
get out to Liberty for the service. That was February 3, 1923. Tbl 
following year, several in the connnunity came into our church. Mrs • . 
Hollifield. served as Superintendent of the Sunday School there, and 
did a fine job of it too. 

Early in the spring of 1923, H. J. Ar:r•endale approached me w1 th 
the quest1 on of the Presbyterian church running a school at Tiger. I 
could not see how it would be accomplished without tu.ming school­
master myself, which I was not inclined to do. So I passed the mat­
ter by. He was pers1stant, and insisted that he would have to move 
to a oommuni ty which had better schools if something V\aa not done 
about the matter. Pretty soon there we:t•e other people who began to 
talk to me about a church school there. We were doing it elsewhere, • 
why not there. 

I wrote the three Hone Mi ss1on agencies that were sponso r·1ng 
the work for advise. The P:r·esbytery and the General Assanbly replied • - ' 
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that they could do nothing; but Dr. J.B. Ficklin wired me that he 
and Dr. Coit would be up on a certain day to discuss the matter with 
us. The proposition finally agreed on was that the community muld 
fuxnish a sufficient body of land and the Synod would operate the 
school. 

A meeting was held in the shade of the sycamore in the front of 
the depot in which the following took part and reached agreement to 
buy the Cannon property for the school: H. J. Arrendale, J. T. Can­
non., Wm. Duncinson, w. R. Usse:ry, v. B. Thompson, myself and perhaps 
a few others. The land was presented to and accepted by the Synod. 
The teachers were elected by Dr. Coit, and the school was operated 
as a branch school of Nacoochee Institute. The Cannon home was re­
modeled into class rooms and living quarters for the te~chel:•s. Miss 
May Blackwell., Miss Sadie Boyd., and Mrs. Mary Hollifield were the 
first teachers. These good women working with the children in the 
school tht·ough the week and through the Sunday School and Chu.r·oh, we 
were soon the dominant spiritual influence in the community. Some 
of the Baptist brethren objected to the teaching of the Cathechism 
in the school, and that was confined to the Sabbath instruction there­
after. Public opinion was being molded very fast against the boot­
legging, and lawlessness of the community. The leaders of vice came 
to tbe conclusion that they would have to close up, or get rid of the • 

Presbyterian worlj:. Theil:' conclusions were that if the pr·eacher vms 
ousted, the work would stop. Hence, the opposition set in, and rumors ' ..... , 

began to come that all opposed to whiskey would be killed or driven 
away. We attempted to place certain of the leaders under· peace 'bond, 
but the J. P. ignorantly, or other-wise, made an e:rro:r· so that the • .. · 
matter would not stand in cou.t't. Failing in secu.!1.ng protection f:rom 
the law, we had to take measures to protect ourselves. When the show- ~ 

down came the bootleggers did the running. They had been so flagrant 
in their opposition, that they made themselves., and the friendly Judge , , 
Jones, so obnoxious, that decai t people rebelled., and a new o:rdel::· was 

brought 1n. In their haste to be tried by a fr•iendly judge, they en­
tered a plea of guilty to the cri~~ they had accused me of. Hence, 
the.re was nothing left but fo:r the court to th:row out the cha:r•gee . 
against me. It is my opinion that all the opposition to the work, 
and all the disturbances of worship were inspired by the leaders re­
siding in Tigel'. The opposition having failed, the Presbyterian ch­
urch quickly became the greatest factor, and influence for righteous­
ness in the oounty. Not the largest--but the most influential. 

BOILING SPRINGS 

Largely., on the suggestion of Mr. Howard, I started services 1n 
the Boiling Sprtngs school building. Ther·e was one Presbyterian girl 
in tre community., Venus York., later Mrs. Gai thel' Coleman 1 who had 
united with tm church while at Nacoochee Institute. Her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Luthe:r York, were also a great help to me. Miss Flo:ride 
Fa.rr·is from the A .T .s. made a sur·vey of the community and did Sunday 
School work the:re for some time. Sm was followed by Miss Emma G1•ay 
Gol'don fo :r some time. Afte:ri preparing the field by Suhday School and 
D.V.B.S. VIOll1k 1 the time came for· organization. We brought the Synod's 
evangelist, Dr. Robert King to the county for the month of September, 
1924. The charter members were as follows: Mrs. Venus Coleman., Min­
nie Fo:r·rester, Emma Grey Go:rdon, Mrs. I. B. Justice, Mrs. J. F. Keener, 
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Grace Keener, Will McDowell, Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Nichols, and Gussie 
Stubblefield. Mr. Nicl1ols was elected a Ruling Elder. The following 
year Mellie Keener and Mr. Thomas Nichols united with the chur·ch. 
The Sunday School continued to meet every Sunday, and preaching ser­
vices were held once each month. I believe Mr. Howard served as Sup­
erintendent of the Chur·ch School for some time, though he never in 'iilY 
time became a member of the church there. In the sumrr.er of 1922, we 
held a D.V.B.S. in the morning and evangelistic, sergicea in the even""'.. 
ings for a pe :t·1od of one week, doing the preaoh1ng myself. The fol­
lowing year we repeated the ptt>cess, with Sam B. Hay doing the preooi-
1ng for w:s. In 1924, Dr. King and I organized the church there and 
at Wiley. Both were organized the sarre day September 28, 1924. 

WILEY 

Mrs. Owens ani Mrs. Bass, Presbyterian women who had summer cot­
tages at Wiley, were instrumental in getting our work started there. 
We had one Presbytel'.'ian living there, c. B.Burch, who ran a general 
store, was a membel' of the Cornelia Church. He and his family were 
a great help to us from the very first. A cornmuni ty Sunday School 
was already in operation in the school building. I began to preach 
one Sunday each month the.re. In the sumn1,r we held a D.V.B.S. in 
the forenoon, and evangelistic services at night fol' one week each 
SUill.llB :r. Rev. John Blackburn assisted me one summer, Miss Farris and 
Miss Gordon always assisted in the Bible Schools. Perhaps no one will·· 
ever be able to understani how much Charlie Shirley meant to me. He 
was the first person in the County to make a p:r•ofeseion of Fa1 th, and 
apply for membership 1n the Presbyterian _church. The fact smote me 
'that I had no church into which I could receive him, and I knew of no 
plan in the denomination for such a case; Yet I was sent to the field 
to organize a wo!'k, and if I refused membership to this first applic­
ant, I might hinder my chances a great deal. I became a law unto my- . . 
self, and ·received Mr. Shirley into the church at large, and congrat- , 
ula ted myself tba t the work of our· church was beginning to take ef- • 
feet. A few weeks later, when organization was established at Tiger. 
I placed his name on the roll there. The following year his son Fred 
made a profession of Faith and was likewise placed on the Tiger roll. 

In September, 1924, Dr. Robert King, the Synod's evangelist, 
helped me in the meeting tb.er·e, and we organized a church with six­
teen or seventeen cbarte!· members. My records do not show that Fred 
Shil·ley was tr·ansferred back to Wiley and placed on the charte!· roll, 
but I am confident this should have been done along with his father. 
The charter members as I have thern listed were as follows: Mrs. A. 
J. Hayes, Mr. & Mrs. a. B. Burch, Mary Hannah Burch, Mr. and Mrs. 
James c. Jenkins, Mr. and Ml·s. Chas. R. Pel:'teet, Ml:'. and Mrs. H. c. 
Ramey., Ha:r·:t.·y Ramey, Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Shir-ley and their daughters, 
May, 11.z.zie and Ethel. Mr. Perteet and Mr. Jenkins were elected 
elder-s. The Sunday School and church services continued to be held 
in the school building. 

services were held occasionally in Clayton M. E. church, in Mt. 
City M.E. church, in Betty's Creek School, and an occasional service 
in the homes of son:e of the sumrr.er visitors at La.kemont. A Sunday 
school was started at too Plum Or·cbar·d school, but the roads wer·e :,o 
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that my Ford rebelled on them and I had to ·pass that by. I think of 
nothing else that would be of interest. Perhaps you can unscramble 
enough from this to refresh the memories of the local people and get 
a complete history. 

Give my regards to all the folks. · 

B. w. Baker 

THE CONTINUED STORY IS WRITTEN 
by 

REV. L.B. GIBBS 

After Rev. B. w. Baker left this pastorate, in May 1926, Mr. L. 
B. Gibbs, who had just finished his first year in Columbia Seminary, 
came on June 1, as student supply for the summer. During the sum­
mer, plans were made for the addition of an eighth grade to the .· 
Tiger School and Mr. Bibbs remained in the field during the winter, 
teaching the eighth grade work and preaching. No new work was taken 
up during this year, but services were held regularly in the Tiger, 
Wiley, and Persimmon churches and at Timpson and Betty's Creek. In 
evel7 case, the school building was used for the services. 

During the sunnner of 1926, Mrs. w.c. Sleister, (nee Rebecca . 
Brown} was employed by the Synod's Committee, and worked in the Per­
simmon community. Later after Mrs. Sleister had given up. _this work, 
Miss Mild-r-ed Holler came during the following winter and stayed for 
several years ~oing a splendid p1~ce of work., teaching in the Sunday 
School 1n Persimmon, working in Daily Vacation Bible Schools, con­
ducting Young People's meetings, visiting in the homes, and doing a 
good deal of practical nursing. 

In the Spring of 1927 Dr. Ralph Gillam., Synod I s Evangelist, was -. :. 
sent to the county by D!'. J. B. Ficklen, to raise money and erect · a - --~~ 

church building in the Persimmon connnuni ty. Dr. Gillam secured a sub~. ·; 
stan ti al pa rt of the cost of the bui ld1ng front Mr. George E. King., a 

hardware merchant of Atlanta, who had a summer home in Chechero, and 
whose father had been a Presbyterian minister. Because of this gift, 
the name of the chur·ch was changed fr•om Persimmon to King Memorial. 
A log buildine; was erected and was dedicated early in the summer of 
1927. Mr. Gibbs left the wot-k at the end of May 1927, and Rev. P. D. 
Miller., who had just finished his Fellowship year at Union Seminat7, 
came to this field. 

Mr. Mille 1· stayed in the work fol:· two yea:r·s, from June 1927 . ,,,,,,., 
through May 1929. During this time, the Tiger Manse was built, with ~-,; • 
D~. Gillam assisting in raising the money and c~rrying on the work of ' .. 
building. 
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Mr. Gibbs, who was graduating from Columbia Seminary when Mr. 

Miller was called to the work of Educational Secretary of Assembly's 

, .-.... Home Missions, came back to this field and stayed for· eight years, 

from 1929 to 1937. In June 1929, he was married to Miss Ruth Lee 

Perry of Easley, South Carolina, who gave herself unsparingly to the 

work during the years that followed. 

During the summer of 1928, D:r. E. N. Caldwell, pasto:r- of the 

Presbyterian Church at Tallahassee, Florida, spent his vacation with 

his family, at the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, a visit which was to 

have far-reaching results in the life of the Presbyterian churches of 

the county. Through his acq_ua1ntance with Miss Mildred Holler, Dr. 

Caldwell became interested in the work. Beginning with Dr. Caldwell's 

interest in 1929 the Presbyterian Student League at the Florida State 

College for Women at Tallahassee, sent two young ladies to assist in 

the Daily Vacation Bible Schools. These young ladies worked without 

any remuneration. The League provided their travelling expense to am. 
from Rabun County, and the people in the county provided room and board 

for than during their stay. The plan proved successful and for a num­

ber of years the League sent two or mor·e young ladies each summer. 

Some other volunteer· workers came from time to time on the same basis; . 

and as time went on many who lived in the county helped in this work. 

With this help the usual summer program included five Bible Schools of 

t wo weeks each. 

The Tiger Co-operative School was continued by the Synod until 

• about 1936, and rendered a great service to that community. We can­

not name all of the teachers who rmde· the1X' contt'ibutions through this 

school, and comparisons as tx> their relative worth would be odious, 

but we cannot overlook the work of Misses Sadie Eo Boyd, May Blackwell, 

Elizabeth Latimer and Mrs. J.B. Hillhouse, all of South Carolina; 

Mrs. c. R. Hosale, of Riverdale, Georgia; and Misses Martha Justus, 

Ethel Williams, Lou1 se Cannon and Zella Cl:--awford of Rabun . County. 

Those teachers who came from outside the county, and Miss Justus 

each during her period of sel:'vice 11 ved in quarters which we.r·e a part 

of the school building, owned by the Synod. This building was also 

used for church services and as a recreational center for the young 

· people of the community, which resulted in the teachers' often being 

on duty for lon0 hours far beyond what they would have been called . 

on to do in ordinary public school work. Their service in the Sunday 

School and in young people's meetings, and their sustained inte!·est in ·~ 

the church were gt-eat factors in the work of the church. By the time 

the school was tu:med back over to the public school authorities, the 

church had grown enough so that the losss. of these teachers was not 

felt as much as it would have been at an earlier date. 

The Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, which bas already been mentioned, 

was the l'esult of the merger, at ha.bun Gap of the Rabun Gap School 

and tbe Nacoochee School. The story of these schools would require 

separ'8.te treatment but the merger is mentioned here because of 1ta 

effect upon the work of the Presbyterian Church in the countyo A 

number of Presbyterian teachers and students came to 'lliabun Gap from 

the old Nacoocbee School and in the fall of 1929 a commission of 

Athens Presbytery organized the Rabun Gap Presbytertan Church. 

Between 1929 and 1937 church property was acquit-ed in the var­

ious connnun1t1es, and buildings were erected as it became possible 



J 

J •1 Rabun Co. Presbyterian Churches Pg. 

to do so. Dr. Ralph Gillam was sent to the field a number of ti:rms by 
the Synod in this connection, and in every case except those of the • 
Timpson Chapel and the Wiley Parish House he played a large part in 
raising the money by letters and personal solicitation in the county, 
1n the bounds of the Synod and sometimes beyond and in supervising the 
construction, often doing part of tbe work himself. At Wiley,after 
that school was consolidated with the Lakemont School, the olu school 
b~1lding and the lot on which it stood were bought, and the bu1ldi~S 
1as r·emodelled 1n to a church. Later· the small Parish House was erect­
ed. The Rabun Gap Church, erected, owned and used jointly by the Met­
hodist and the Presbyterian congregations, was built as a part of a 
program which included the Baptist Church of the community. The small " 
chapel in the Timpson community was built by volunteer labor, except 
for one carpenter who was hired, and one dollar paid to someone to 
supervise once when the ca!'penter was absent; and the materials were 
purchased with proceeds from the sale of used clothing sent to the 
pastor from a great many different churches. The Tiger Church was 
the last to be built during this pe:t·iod. 

~ The Wiley Church had an 1nvaluable leader in the person of Miss 
Ma~y Bell Taylor, a teach in the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, who gave 
unstintingly of her time and means to the work in the comtm1nity. Miss 
Taylor used her own car to ooim from Rabun Gap to Wiley each Sunday 
and many times during the week, bringing one or more students with 
her, visiting in the homes and teach:ing in the Sunday School. Her 
devotion to Christ, her sunny disposition, her unselfish service 
were an inspiration to her fellow-workers, and brought spiritual en­
richment to many a person and many a home. For two winters after she 
stopped teaching in the school, Miss Taylot· came back to Wiley paying 
her own living expenses and working as faithfully under the direction 
of the pastor as if she had been a paid employee of the church. 

The atocy of these years would not be complete without a further 
word conce:ming two men who were always vitally interested in Rabun 
County: Dr. J. B. Ficklen, Execut_i ve Sec:retary of the Synod's Work 
Cozmni t tee; and Rev. John A. Simpson., Superintendent of Home Mi sei ons 
of Athens Presbytery. By their fx•equent visits to the county, by 
their wise counsel to the pastor, by their prayers, and by their per- ~ 

sonal se:rvice, they gave of themselves to this field, so that it is., · • 
in a great measure, a monument to their devotion. Mr. Simpson often 
spent one or tv.o weeks in conducting meetings in the different chur­
ches of the group giving mo:re time to this kind of work during these 
yea:rs than any othe l' one man. 

We a:re not unmindful of the sacrifice, the service, the loyalty, 
of many devoted members of the churches, but it would not be fair to 
name some and leave othe re out and they are a multitude "which no man 
can number". 

Filed May 1948. 
Mrs. J. Swanton Ivy, Hist :rian 
Woman's Auxiliary 
Athens Presbytery 
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FIRST SUNDAY : Ti.c,-1 ·, l'.:: : 00 K.:,lJ.y ' c; f.c;r~C•.Jl c,n •.::. K'.r!;:; ].t,:·: i,DriaJ. 3 : 30; 
Wiley, 8:30 

SECOHD 
THI:.J 
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If 

11 

• 'J: ] "-• 1 J. • ,., 0 ' ,., • · r • ' - " 1 ( • • • " 1 •;: • ?.('i • T: •·• · ·' 0 '' l p • '7 0 1
1 1 . l...: .Y , .:. . '" ; , ~ L :Cl~ .l •• ..;: 11l ) .r J u., .L , u . t. .• ....., , l d 1 ~ 1 ~.: L , '-- • ..J 

Fk,bun G':'.:) , 2.7. : ::'.,0 ; ·:.:-:::tty ' ~; Cr.::~ci: , -'l : 00 ; '.l\tllulah Fal:!.e 
Vespers, 7:00 
'l.'~.c;:.::.r , J;.; : 00 ; '.'C.'.:Cl[ i',i::.n1or.i . ..;,l 1 3:30; '.1iile ,1,r , 7:30 . 

Tl, •.:; 1':i.Gr;:.r Clrn· ·c11 i. ·'. 1vit er:1 a11 it-.::; ::o:.l.c·,;- Cltri:,::: L1.:1s to the Lord's 
Tecble at 12 o 'c lc,ck 1'~ . \'/. 'I' . Easter Sunday . 

1\ :1-:· ·J.::•.', >:· .~. -,;rn './\,cc~)::, Ii':-71': Tn:;',j_·:nt':': ,,.,p_ 7 ::i .. .;c.:i::~; 1·,itlr}_ tbe ser­
vice at ~lley E1Gter Sund~y night . 

'.3::-cc i.:11 nttr'nU on L~ c,1llc~1 t o ~:I;'l,:,:tcT -~e:1 ·vic:!,· ;: ,t Kine; Mcmor:al 
Sunday aftcrn~on. 

Our l),::.:.:tor ;f_;i_l l. Dl 'C:eteh tct W:i.le)' , prqn1n1tory to Cot:nmmion , at 8:3.0 
Gooa Friday night. 

Tt i::: Rc,·r. C . C '{:\::.:. t , pa:-;tor :JC' :~'-:..:) C}ar1::c~·:vil1e Presbyterian Church 
v.,j 11 prc.;c.1.ch at K::.:l ly ' s School ;;Lmchi y afternoon . 

Ei·:,. FL·lPJ wi.J 1 rc,vi.c.'i WF,:;T r,D' TI1iJ; D!'.'.f.'1}i T,EU .'.':H' t/Jc M::thodist 
of Dil.Lu·d '. Lt 1,;1u IYH,11, c.,f f11 ·. L . lfrvil.lc. C,u,tun'l:::1}· c.~.C lhin \\:eek. 

Athens rr-,:::~!b:.-'tcry irn.c. ,Jecic1cd Lo J.imit its Sp1· ing Mec>ti11g to one 
(ay, 11ec:lnn ing s.t 11 o ' c:lock , April 10th, at FD.ln.m Gc1,p School. 

OLJ..r PrGJb_ytc:i--ic~ l /.11x i l i ar·,-:r rc:,c i_ .. 0 • ii, G:_1,-i_1~ecvi. l le April 19-20. We 
p lan to take 8, full bus lou.d of 'i:ic..,mc:n Lhe 20lh! 

EASTETI THIS YEAR 

TU.PNG 011r }:E':Qrl. ::; 1 in i1tc 111·~ L1::;t n.f vmr, fcun i 1w, 
(lea.th und dr:~,truction to "Jesur.: Christ , v1ho ha.th 
abol i s11.cd d.Go. Lh , and ha th brought 1 i :f e ::,.,nd i mmor ­
tality to light through the Gospel; " 

CALLr_._; our attention to the r csponfJibility o.f the 
" r,1:ron2; ·::o 1.:,,.;ar the burclenu of th2 v.r cal-:: 11 in HEALING 
HUl!,\J:JITY i n tllc W8, r nwished areas of tbe world ; 

OFFEi:::;; you utd rnc thr. oppo1"t1w i ty or: ::_: t.ud.ying the 
enclosed J.:it eratnre aud. putting the Golden Hule 
into practice NOW . 

..... 

n,J::1.rn Gap I !J W.!\R iTGLIF.F OJT:D'EP.IIJG VJi 11 be par:: t.pon2d un ti 1 Third Sun­
dc,y L1 /~prll. Other Ch1,1t·cher.; wil l tal:e tllui r s Easter Sunday. 

About fort.;v copies of THE CHILD'E, BIJ3LJG STORIES by Vos are being 
di::;L:cibutcd to l10mu1 by our pn.sto1· at co:::t, :/p2J,O , o..nd others will be 
ordered upon r equest. 

A helpful clfivoliona l bookl1~t STANDING UP TO LIFE iu being mailed, 
fr6e , to service men whose families send their addr esses to Mr. Rel~. 
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Our pastor will filJ his appointments in ou1· Churches through 
Sunday, May 20th. 

Congr:~gationa l meotingG have b een called for Fi1· ::it Sunday morning 
in May at Tiger; 2~d, Wiley; and 3rd , Rabun Gap to concur with Mr. Helm 
in his r equ8s t that Athene Preubytery di~salve his pastoral relations 
and it is hoped the.t cv-:;ry merLtbcr will muke a Epccial effort to attend. 

Athens Prer,byi,ery i~, c:JlJc-::. to -meet H.s,y 21.~t, at o., place and hour 
to 1e sto.-1 c1 cl. by th C; i'JiocJ ~r;..ctor , tl) act upon this r~;cp1 cct . f,hoL1ld Mr. 
Helm' ::; rcr: LE;. ·, be ri;r ·::.n ::, :> J. be .1;,J.urnJ ·t o enter the po.:: t oru te of the Pres­
byter ia11 CLL:n-cl1 1 IIot Springs, Va., about J"una 1st. 

Sp 2cial offeri ngs will be taken for the Defence. Service Council, 
charged with mjnistering to our Gervice llen, nt the next service in 
each of our Churches. 

The Wiley Church will dedicate its new Hymn Books at morning wor­
ship on Motlier' :3 Day. 

Fruit cans have a lr eady b een received from Thor11w all to be filled 
by our women for our orphans in that Home of our Church. 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY WEEK ... MAY 6 - 13 

IS set aside by both Protestants and Catholics for 
examining our lIOidE L IF.E ancl making an effort to make 
it more thoroughly Christian: 

IS every person's opportunity to pause, pray, and ask 
God to help us in this task of far more importance 
th~n anything we can possibly do: 

·f 
IS the week in v1hich we offer you Dr. Luc cock's Home Ideal: 

"To get marri ed and stay married until death divides; ... to 
live toiother after God's ordinance of marriage; ... to love, 
honor, cheribh and comfort each other; ... to keep God always in 
the midst and in control; ... to love and lead children into the 
Kingdom; . . to train, and develop these childre11 in the service of 
the Kingdom; . " 

Your pastor is enclosing helpful literature and dedicating the 
closing weeks of his miniatry in Habun county to this purpose. 

A PRAYER FOR OUR HOMES 

Lover of all Good Life, be Thou our Master and Sa~iour every day, 
our nearest friend when we are alone, in the Family Circle or else­
where, our Teacher and Guide in all we think or do. Thou, Lover of 
the best in us, accept nothing but the bes t from us, as individuals 
and as families. Purify our tainted minds and heal our divided heartsJ 
cleanse our lives that WG may cherish and love Thy Truth. Enable us 
to be receptive and responsive to Thy GracG and keep us reminded and 
as3ured, this Grace is sufficient for all our need and for the need 
of those afar as well as those near. And we make our prayer through 
the merit of Jesus Christ our Lori and for His sake. Amen. 



In returnin3 to the R1bun County ry~ouu of churches on September 1, 
1949, 1.fter ~n absence of t,relve years, ~e found numerous chq,nges. 
Better roads h~ve been built, R.E.A. lines h3.ve stretched out into 
re,::ote co~muni ties, J.11\l ~:;1D;'l homes 11'1.Ve come out of' seclusion into 
t.r1e mod.ern .rorld. In m..,_ny ·.r3.ys this h·:1s been ·:i. g:1in, bnt some have 
not been readJr for the c~1·1nq-es, and not J.11 the rg,ys of the modern 
.rn::dtl 3.re [;OOd.. I-c1 the clrnrches, lo;r:11 ones IB,ve rern -J.i n ed loy9.l, but 
:CJOr:Je . .'W; ·.IG re 1)r1 t 10 ·'rin/'C; h-v,e slipnc ,1 n..11.y from their interest in 

the U!lltrcll, J.I :tu., .re :J. re ,:i.frui,L, l.'r-om their iritere~t in t:rn Gospel. 
A rroo-1 r.,:J.ny . .'hOl!J .re ~;:ne\/ in tne C!lUTChes 8..1'8 :::one, ;:;Or.,e !B.Ve died, 
_
1.n2. otc1ez·s :r-11.ve ;;1ove6. t.ny. L'1 tllC plJ.ce of ;:,Oll;e of them, there a.re 

new :faces; :.:io:Je plq,ces rei:n.in vac.rnt, 111d. .:ill be hJ.rd t u fill •. 1l':i.ny 
ne·:-r 11ouses n.ive been ouiit, '.1YJ1l r.1any 11e·J nomes set up. Some of them 
are on t .:1 e soli d. rock:; t ·!lG i,:~)':?. Ct o.Z the ,ur :J.YJ<l the d.6Vf1.St'1ting in­
fluences of rnoclel"D li::'G .iFi.ve ,;re cl-::ea. man;;,- ot h.ers. 

A.':!o ::;:: t11e cnu1·ches of the uo irnty, Rabun Gg,p seer.is to n'-1ve ftYOvm 

.... tYoncer uLninf t,108c ro-J.rs. Tile .rorl-: in the Bett:,r' G Creelc uommunity. 
·. :.r1ich i s 3. }Jart of this chtuc.r.1., h'.18 not brou9;ht r:rncl1 ;-::;<1.in 1.n mumbers, 
but tne peo11le h,~ve g:i-oHn ir. t11e g race of si:evrc.l.rdshi:p, • .mu. they re­
caii1 1. loy:il e ruu J_J. In t11 ,1t comm unity, ti1e Bd.ptist '.;hurch has grovr.a 
r.;uch st1·onger, rela ti vel21 , ti1an the Presbyteri.'lll ■ 'r.i1ey h:i.ve acquired 

~ the scnool property (no longer neede~ for a school bec~use of consol­
idation), l'fhere liotn Baptists 1.rnl Presb:,terians \/Orshipped, and hJ.Ve 

-... erected a su·bst'J.nti'J.l concrete blou.k buil'.ling, wi t.t1 some Sunday 
,School rooms opening off of the s ·.mctt.rn.ry. '11he Presbyterian people 
of t.ne cor.1;1uni ty 11elpetl 1. 1i tn. tne erectiOil of the building, .1nd they 
a ttend and ,rnrl{: ln t.ile B<1:ptist ::3unday 3chool. The Ba1)tist Churc.h 
very g.:r:l.ciously accords ns the use of tne • building f'or a.n afternoon 
service once a ~onth, 2nd the ~uople of both churcnes attend both 
Baptist wd. Presbyteri '1n services. We are grateful for this fine 
spirit of co-u:pero.tion. A p:rea.t :p':1rt of the strength of t11.is churc:h 
is in tb.0 faculty 'Wu st ude:"'lts of the Rabun Gs.p-NJ.coo c hee School. 
T~1ro tJ.P'h the years, t.ney lnve m.·:1d.e up the bulk of the membership 

9 
and 

~e feel th~t the inter-rel~tionship ha s meant much in the life of 
bot11 sc.i:1001 ::wd church. 

During this period, the well-built cnurch at Dill1,rd, erected. ownecl·~­
a!'ld. used by the R.'3.bun Ga:9 Pre sbyteri ,J.11 and the Dillard Methodist 
Churches, burned. In the settlement -.1.tlich :i'ollowecl the loss of the 
building, the Presb? teri 'm Church received a lot in <mother pq,rt of 
t11e co□muni ty, ·111d. tne Method.ist Church rebuilt on tne ori gi.aal lot. 
'r.b.e co-op erative arrane:ernent .ti'1d. ;forked .ve 11 for some yea.rs, 1Nhen 
the Pre sbyteTia.n Church ln.cl no Sund 'lY School. Jince before tne be­
n-innine of t.he present p1.storate, tue Presbyteri ,m Church has had a 
\Iell- org;_1,11ized :3und<JY Jchool, .111 icl.l .muld Hot 11·1.ve .poen possible • 
under the former arrangerf'ent. 'l1ne onurch no;,,r uses tne facili tie~ of 
the lhbun Ga.p-N>cicoochee :School for botn 3urnl 1y School '3l1 cl ·.ro rship 
ser\'ices, '1111 h.i fortmn.te to nave this J)rivilege .. Mr. O.C.Skinner, 
President of Haoun Gap-Hacoocl1ee, has 3.ssured the pastor t:iut as lo:o.g 
as ne (Ur. 3kirrner) i fJ tnere, the cnurch ru1y ·119.V e tne privilege of ·• 
using tne o.h'.:l.pel .. .n-lich is to be built in the ne rtr futnre. rhis will 
alld much to the 2trnos~')here in , ✓ hich the chtiran services are con-
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ducted.. as vl'ell 3.S to the gener'J.l relip:ious life of the school. 

The Tiger 'J.Dd ~,,iley C.trnrches, cg.sting up the g!1ins :ind tile losses 
tnroue11 the years, seem to have about the s 1rne strern;tc11 thg,t they 
clid in 1';)37. l'l1e r:inf/-' Tv:err.ori'3.l Church lost boti.1 of its elders, by 
d.eat11. during this period. and so has becor.1e \'leaker. 1Ie look forward 
to the d'ly wnen, in the Providence of God., ·.1e m"ly ag'J.in nave resi..;. 
dent m'lle members there, and so may nave a cnurch session. 

Tne cnur en buildi n31 in t11e ~o unty. except for tho '.Pi ~er Church, 11ere 
i n need of repulrs of variou8 ~inds. ~ne Ti~er Chur~h needed paint­
ing, 'lnd Eip':lce for ::3und•1y School ol aBs es ,J':1s bs.1.uly needed. 'rhe cow­
ing of a ne '.v' pastor seems to n'J.ve provided the spark to light t.i.le 
fires oi entnusiasm needed for cle~ning cnurch f~ounds, repairing 
build. ings. and gene rn.lly ma.king the places of worsnip more attrac­
tive. 

The ·dork in tne Timpson cornr.1Uni ty, wnich :nominally is outpost HOrk 
of the ·rige:r Cnurch, is one of the brir,ht s 1)ots in the county. Mrs ·. 

}.1ary Hollifield h'1S been tne m;-ilnstay nere from the be?::irming .. She 
i :s no longer young, and, be on.use of poor heal tn, n 11s not been g.ble 
to do as much in recent years n.s she used to do, but her interest 
is still keen, and her devotion is great. T~ere is need here for 
strong leadership v1i tnin the community, and we hope for its devel­
opment. The little ch'lpel, '<mien was built years ago .-1i th money 

·.. :from the S'.1le of used clothing, ::rnd '3.lmost entirely \Ii t11 volunteer 
13.bor, has served a fIOOd purpose t.iuou0n tne years. At some time be­
fore the bee--inning of the present pastorate, the peo-ple had raised 
some money to buy 1...-,1 org:'.ln, It v✓as decided, hO',Yever, to ~et the old 
orpan :r.'ep'li:red, ·1nd to use the T'.JOney to buy sneetrock to ceil the 
builli1ig, ·,u.dcll i111cl [lever been ceiled. This wue 1lone in tlle fall of 
l'::14'::I. Next the people put on 'l ne·N roof, 'lnd the gg,ve the money to 
pay for it in installments. Since then, the gifts for the building 
fund nave continued, and will be used to buy materiRl to build new 
seats for the chapel. All of these things are a token of the deep 
interest of the peo~le in t~e dork. The attendg,nce at the preaching 
service once a. 1.J1onth is good, and one of the best features is the 
nurn-oer of men ',J.£10 come. 

The pastor J.nc1 nis ';fife foLmd the ma.nso in Clo.yton too small, and 
have been gr3teful for opportunities to enlarge it. The Presbytery 
nad set aside some money for improverrents on the house, J.nd a part 
of this h:1d bee!i used for interior painting. A back porch was con­
ver-ced into a comfortable srnall bedroom, '1 sink cabinet was built 
'.1Dcl ins t:illed in t .he ki tcIJ.en, badly ueedecl re-pal rs were made on 
tne front porch, ana. ·.:indO\✓S an,l doors were installed in openings 
in the rooms .rnich r1ad previouslJr been built under ·tAhe front porch. 
lll tnis :::i.dded 11rnc~1 to tne usefLllness a.nd :J,pnearance of the house. 
In l~bU, one of the back bedrooms \ las enlarged. In l'::151, the indi­
vidual people and some of the chLn'ches gc1ve mate1·ials and labor for 
tlle addition of a dining room '.lnd study to the manse. Tne Rural 
'rraining Program in the Presbytery frt.1ve ~~300, ·-:i.nd ~~500 came from 
tile dy:nod' s Cammi ttee of \Jhurch Extension. rhere ,.1ere various othe1:· 

"<_. 

s maller gifts. These tNo rooms ~re now in use, ~nd add a great deal . 
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to the comfort of the house. They make it possible for the :pastor 
and nis ~ife to work much more efficiently. 

In tne Minutes of the Presbytery during Mr. Moore's pastorate, 1947• 
1 ~41J, there are references to plans for begiJ.ming some •Nork iri Cla.y­
t on. Mr. Moore did nold a fe:{ ~ervices in tne ComL,unity House, but 
it seems tnat the at·tendanoe ·.ms ;;3mall, and t11e services ,rnre dis­
continued. There are about twenty-five Presbyteri~ns living in the 
vicinity of Clayton, including some who r1ro at 1Hesent active in 
tne Tiger Church. Plans are no ·.1 under 'da.y to uave !,ass Lilli9.n Med­
lin, 0unuay :'3cnool E;{tension 'darker for the Synod. of l}eorgia, to 
come to Clayton for the montns of April g,nd May, 1952. It is hoped 
th'.lt it will ·oe possible to have a Seminary student to assist in tne 
·,rnrk during the summer of 1952, so that it Will be possible to have 
services in Cl 9Yt on every Sund;,-1y morning cluring the sururner r;JOnt11s. 
By then, at tne end of this five-month effort, it uill be possible 
to evaluate the situation, !:J.nd to see .,hat can be done in the fut­
ure. There is no doubt that a churcn in Cl·:1yto11 is needed. We 11re 
losing members by not ba.ving one for them to join, ~nd we feel that · 
the work of the county cgn be v,reatly strengthened by the establish­
ing of a church in the county seat. 

As ,1e look 9.t t:O.e sit 118. tion in tne churches and. in the county• we _ 
can see certain definite needs. The cht1rches need much more pastoral 
care, and •,1i tn the rnucn-needed building now acc om:plished, the pastor 

·,.. ·,1ill be able to do far more Lo rnee·t t.f1i s need. In every cnurch ex­
cept Ba bun Gap, •Thi ch is unusually fo1·tunate in its 1 eadershi p, 
tnere is a neoc1 for trained leaders. The Hurf.11 11ra.inii.1g program )las 
clone a good deal in the development of leadership; there is much 
!~Ore td be done :. !i thin t.ne field. Rather th'3.n IDY spectacular em­
pnases in tne gene:r:JJ. life of tne chtn·cnes, we need a strengthening 
olfi t11e r0gul9..r pro gr•.1m, -..vi th much teg,chi:ug tnrougu Sunday Schools, 
Vacation Bible Schools, '.lnd. preac11ing services. 1.rhe no mes of our 
people need. mt1cn in the "1ay of sJ.fegu.'J.rds tnrovm around tiiem nnd 
i:c.ner strengt11 cieveloped so t it3.t tuer m~y be rible to s.,cand against 
the tides of ROdlessness. 

Filed Pc.y, 1952 

\ ~ )~Ji 2,, Q [J (h PJ.vsJ1 , Hi'"' tori an '-- I 
HomE: n of th8 Chu 1"!h 
~, lh':'1-:.s Pre sby tE:, J 

~13. ~~ 
Pasto:r 
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