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Exegesis is the
work of hearing
the text on its
own terms and
then sharing
what you heard.

http://wordandworld.luthersem.edu/issues.aspx?article_id=472


THE THREE STEPS OF EXEGESIS

Listening to the
text

Testing what you
heard

Explaining the
text



LISTENING TO THE
TEXT

Listening to the text requires close
reading, attention to the literary and
historical context, and paying attention to
what is said and not just what you hear. 

Reading the text in its original language, or in multiple
translations, is a good way to begin hearing the text. 

This stage of study requires analysis of words, phrases,
genre and form, historical realities, and the text's
theological perspective, which may or may not be different
from your own. 

You'll need multiple translations, dictionaries, and a
concordance.



TEXTUAL TOOLS TO
HELP YOU LISTEN
For translation: 
Bible Gateway

For word studies and concordances:
Step Bible 
Blue Letter Bible

Dictionaries: 
New Interpreters Bible Dictionary (current Candler students)
HarperCollins (abridged, but freely accessible)
Bible Odyssey (managed by SBL via NEH grant)

https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.stepbible.org/
https://www.stepbible.org/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
http://www.ministrymatters.com.proxy.library.emory.edu/library/#/nidb/8f907aa606bb0064beb31df68edcfc3d/editorial-board.html
http://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/harper-collins-dictionary
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/


REFERENCE TOOLS 
Encyclopedias:
Oxford Encyclopedia of the Bible and... (reference series) 
Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception (EBR)

Texts from the ancient world:
Contexts of Scripture (ancient Near East)
Hidden Riches (ancient Near East) 
Loeb Classical Library (Greco-Roman world) 
TLG 

Pitts Research Guides:
Greco-Roman World
Introduction to the Old Testament
Online Resources for Research
TLG Guide

http://www.oxfordbiblicalstudies.com.proxy.library.emory.edu/resource/ReferenceWorks.xhtml
http://pitts.emory.edu/ebr
http://discovere.emory.edu/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA51307094220002486
http://discovere.emory.edu/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA51440505340002486
http://discovere.emory.edu/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA71266574460002486
http://discovere.emory.edu/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA71266574460002486
http://discovere.emory.edu/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA51298237550002486
https://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/greco-roman
https://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/ot
https://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/onlineresources
https://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/tlg


TESTING WHAT YOU HEARD

Once you've read the text and done some basic research on
your own, you'll want to test your preliminary conclusions
and join a conversation with "The Commentators."

Use the library catalog, Atla, OT and NT Commentary
Guides, or speak with your instructor or a reference librarian. 

Read with a critical eye. 

http://discovere.emory.edu/
http://pitts.emory.edu/atla
https://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/OTCommentaries
https://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/commentaries


READING
COMMENTATORS

Commentators discus biblical texts in several ways. They might publish
commentaries, monographs, or articles on a specific book of the Bible or
even a particular passage.

Commentaries can have different foci. They may be more or less
theological, literary, homiletical, or technical. 
You'll want to find the right type of resource for your needs. 
Every commentary is a snapshot into how the text was understood at a
particular time.



COMMENTARY SERIES

Homiletical 
Feasting on the Word

Interpretation

Theological
Word Biblical Commentary
Old/New Testament Library
Jewish Publication Society

Wisdom Commentary



Technical 
Hermeneia

Anchor Bible Yale 

Reception Historical
Second Temple Literature

Ancient Christian Commentaries 
Rabbinic Traditions

John Wesley's Notes on the Bible

http://discovere.emory.edu/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_tlevel&fctV=online_resources&rfnGrp=show_only&vid=discovere&op=Search+discoverE&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&vl(freeText0)=feasting+on+the+word+&dstmp=1602679353766
http://discovere.emory.edu/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_tlevel&fctV=online_resources&rfnGrp=show_only&vid=discovere&mode=Basic&ct=lateralLinking&vl(4439115UI0)=title&tab=emory_catalog&vl(274195192UI1)=all_items&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&vl(freeText0)=Interpretation%2C+a+Bible+commentary+for+teaching+and+preaching.&scp.scps=scope%3A%28repo%29%2Cscope%3A%2801EMORY_ALMA%29%2CEmory_PrimoThirdNode&dstmp=1602679392539
http://discovere.emory.edu/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_rtype&fctV=ebooks&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1&vid=discovere&op=Search+discoverE&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&vl(freeText0)=testament+library+commentary+&dstmp=1585840177877
http://discovere.emory.edu/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_rtype&fctV=ebooks&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1&vid=discovere&op=Search+discoverE&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&vl(freeText0)=wisdom+commentary+&dstmp=1585839469119
http://pitts.emory.edu/hermeneia
http://discovere.emory.edu/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_tlevel&fctV=online_resources&rfnGrp=show_only&frbg=&&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&scp.scps=scope%3A%28repo%29%2Cscope%3A%2801EMORY_ALMA%29%2CEmory_PrimoThirdNode&tb=t&vid=discovere&mode=Basic&ct=search&srt=rank&vl(274195192UI1)=all_items&tab=emory_catalog&dum=true&vl(freeText0)=anchor+bible+yale+commentary+&dstmp=1602679446691
http://discovere.emory.edu/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_tlevel&fctV=online_resources&rfnGrp=show_only&frbg=&&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&scp.scps=scope%3A%28repo%29%2Cscope%3A%2801EMORY_ALMA%29%2CEmory_PrimoThirdNode&tb=t&vid=discovere&mode=Basic&ct=search&srt=rank&vl(274195192UI1)=all_items&tab=emory_catalog&dum=true&vl(freeText0)=anchor+bible+yale+commentary+&dstmp=1602679446691
http://discovere.emory.edu/primo_library/libweb/action/display.do?tabs=detailsTab&ct=display&fn=search&doc=01EMORY_ALMA21266845550002486&indx=1&recIds=01EMORY_ALMA21266845550002486&recIdxs=0&elementId=0&renderMode=poppedOut&displayMode=full&frbrVersion=&frbg=&&dscnt=0&scp.scps=scope%3A%28repo%29%2Cscope%3A%2801EMORY_ALMA%29%2CEmory_PrimoThirdNode&tb=t&vid=discovere&mode=Basic&srt=rank&vl(274195192UI1)=all_items&tab=emory_catalog&dum=true&vl(freeText0)=Judaism+++Post-exilic+period+Judaism+jewish+religious+literature&dstmp=1602679798413
http://discovere.emory.edu/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA51386358470002486
http://discovere.emory.edu/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA51386358470002486
http://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/judaism
http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/john-wesleys-notes-on-the-bible/


FINDING ARTICLES
ATLA
BiBIL

Old Testament
Abstracts

New Testament
Abstracts
Elenchus 

http://pitts.emory.edu/atla
https://bibil.unil.ch/bibil/public/default.action?replay=true
http://discovere.emory.edu/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA21197595320002486
http://discovere.emory.edu/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA21210124050002486
http://discovere.emory.edu/discovere:default_scope:01EMORY_ALMA21179046950002486


EXPLAINING
THE TEXT

Every exegesis project will have a
unique desired outcome and
focus. 

Exegesis for a sermon or Bible
study will probably look different
than a course assignment in a
biblical studies class at Candler. 

Exegesis for theologians has a
slightly different purpose than
exegesis for biblical scholars.  

Consider your audience through every
stem of the exegesis process. 

Who are they? How does this text relate
to them? What might they know or want
to know about the text? What might be
new or shocking to them? 

Build your focus/thesis statement
around your research and outline an
argument. Be cautious with thematic
organization.

Support your argument by returning to
the text and engaging secondary
evidence ("The Commentators"). 

Finally, conclude your argument. Why
does your research/argument/voice
matter?
 



TECHNICAL ISSUES

Use the right
academic style: 

SBL or Chicago/Turabian

Get another
perspective on

exegesis:
Mary E. Hinkle, "Exegesis for

Textual Preaching," Word and
World 19.1 (Winter 1999): 58–64

Ask for help:
pitts.emory.edu/ask 
Research Guide for

Exegesis

https://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/pubs/SBLHSsupp2015-02.pdf
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://wordandworld.luthersem.edu/content/pdfs/19-1_Preaching/19-1_Hinkle.pdf
https://wordandworld.luthersem.edu/content/pdfs/19-1_Preaching/19-1_Hinkle.pdf
https://wordandworld.luthersem.edu/content/pdfs/19-1_Preaching/19-1_Hinkle.pdf
http://pitts.emory.edu/ask
http://pitts.emory.edu/ask
https://guides.theology.library.emory.edu/exegesis

