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For questions, please call us at 406-587-3113 or email info@prosperamt.org  

Program Name Category High Level Description 
Workforce Training: 
Incumbent Worker Training Grant (IWT) 
More info 

Job Training 
Subsidies 

A grant funding resource, helping to off-set a portion of skills-based training 
costs for incumbent (existing) workers. Grant caps are tiered, based on the 
number of hours an eligible employee works: 20-34 hours a week year-round 
$1000, 35+ hours a week year-round $2500. Applications open July 1. 

Montana Apprenticeship Tax Credit 
More info 

Tax Credit This state tax credit provides businesses financial incentive to launch new, or 
expand their current training programs through the Montana Registered 
Apprenticeship unit at the Montana Department of Labor & Industry. 

• $750 tax credit for each new apprentice, or; 
• $1,500 tax credit for each new apprentice that is a veteran; 
• Tax credit takes effect once apprentice has completed probationary 

period or after 6 months, whichever is earlier; 
The tax credit may be applied for each qualified apprentice’s training program 
for length of training program or up to five years. 

Job Creation: 
New or Expanded Industry Credit (Manufacturing) 
More info 

Tax Credit The New or Expanded Industry Credit is for businesses creating new full-time 
manufacturing jobs in Montana. 

Program related:   
Montana Cybersecurity Grant 
More info 

Grant Up to $8,000 reimbursement grant to be used for: 
• Newly implemented cybersecurity measures performed by an accredited 

Montana Cybersecurity Company for monitoring and security equipment 
and/or programs. party: security services, network security equipment, 
consumer security. Cyber Insurance is NOT eligible.  Costs must have 
been incurred after November 15, 2022.  

Eligible businesses must be for profit, registered and in good standing with the 
Montana Secretary of State and/or is a sole proprietorship. Must have at 5-50 
employees and in business >1 year. The business cannot have implemented any 
previous cybersecurity measures, except for the standard anti-virus software. 
Cannabis related businesses are not eligible for Federal grants. First come, first 
serve applications. 

Montana SBIR/STTR Matching Funds Program 
More info 

Grants This Matching Funds Program is designed to award grant funds to Montana 
companies that have been awarded a Small Business Innovation Research 

https://wsd.dli.mt.gov/employers/incumbent-worker-training-program/
https://apprenticeship.mt.gov/sponsor-tax-credit-information
https://montana.servicenowservices.com/citizen/kb?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0013458
https://www.covidreliefmt.org/submit
https://business.mt.gov/Business-Assistance/Montana-SBIR-STTR-Matching-Funds-Program/
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Program or Small Business Technology Transfer Program (SBIR/STTR) Phase I 
award and who intend to apply for a Phase II award, if the opportunity is 
available. Open application. 

FAST 2024 Micro-Grants for SBIR/STTR Applicants 
More info 

Grants This Micro-Grant Program is an initiative to support preliminary research and 
other activities associated with the development and submission of a Phase I 
SBIR/STTR proposal to a federal agency. The goal is to increase the 
competitiveness of Montana’s SBIR/STTR proposals, thereby increasing the 
number of awards to Montana small businesses.   

Prospera Impact Grant for Women 
More info 

Grants Any women owned business with >51% ownership can apply for this grant of 
up to $8,000. The grant opens annually on January 1 through Prospera. 

USDA Rural Energy for America Program Renewable 
Energy Systems & Energy Efficiency Improvement  
More Info 
 

Grants and 
Loans 

The program provides funds to agricultural producers and rural small businesses 
for renewable energy systems or to make energy efficiency improvements. 
Agricultural producers may also apply for new energy efficient equipment and 
new system loans for agricultural production and processing. Applications 
accepted quarterly. 

Contractor’s Gross Receipt Credit 
More info 

Tax Credits Credit that may be taken by a public contractor who is performing a public 
construction project that costs $5,000 or more and who paid the 1% Gross 
Receipts Tax (CGR).  This credit can be carried forward up to five years. 

Energy Conservation Investments Deduction 
More info 
 
 

Tax 
Abatements 

Montana provides incentives to encourage the use of alternative energy and the 
conservation of energy. This Deduction is available to businesses that pay the 
Montana Corporate Income Tax that make energy conservation capital 
investments in a Montana building that is not financed by state, federal, or 
private grant funds for energy conservation.  A deduction up to $1,800 for 
residential and $3,600 for nonresidential buildings may be available.  

Rehabilitation Credit (Historic Preservation) 
More info 

Tax Credits An individual, corporation, partner or trust may be eligible to claim this tax credit 
which is a percentage of expenditures for the rehabilitation of a certified historic 
structure. 

Infrastructure User Fee Credit 
More info 

Tax Credits A business using infrastructure improvements financed through Board of 
Investment grants to a local government. The local government may charge a fee 
for using the infrastructure and this credit offsets those fees. The total credit may 
not exceed the amount of the loan and the credit may be carried back three 
years then carried forward seven. 

Qualified Endowment Credit 
More info 
 

Tax Credits Credit available for people and businesses making charitable donations to a 
qualified endowment. 20% of a direct charitable gift made to qualified 
endowments or 40% of the present value of a planned gift, up to $10,000.  

Recycling Credit 
More info 
 

Tax Credits Credit is for people and businesses collecting, manufacturing, and processing 
recycled materials. 

Unlocking Public Lands Credit 
More info 

Tax Credits Credit is for businesses and people providing access to public lands.  Must be 
enrolled in the Unlocking Public Lands Program with the Department of Fish, 
Wildlife, and Parks.  Credit can be $750 per agreement up to max of $3,000 per 

https://montanainnovationpartnership.org/fast-micro-grants/
https://prosperamt.org/loans-grants/impact-grant
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/energy-programs/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency-improvement-guaranteed-loans
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2019-2020/Revenue/Meetings/July-2020/Tax-Credit-Review/contractors-gross-receipts-evaluation.pdf
https://montana.servicenowservices.com/citizen/kb?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0013418
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/rehabilitation-credit-historic-preservation-faqs
https://montana.servicenowservices.com/citizen/kb?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0013421
https://montana.servicenowservices.com/citizen/kb?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0013459
https://montana.servicenowservices.com/citizen/kb?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0013460
https://fwp.mt.gov/aboutfwp/access/unlocking-public-lands#:%7E:text=The%20program%20allows%20private%20landowners,%243%2C000%20tax%20credit%20per%20year)


3 

 

year. 
Commercial Property Assessed Capital Enhancement 
(C-PACE) 
More info 

Financing Commercial Property Assessed Capital Enhancement (C-PACE) is making energy 
efficiency upgrades and renewable energy investments more attainable to 
commercial building owners. 

Research and Development 
More info 

Tax 
Exemptions 

A Research and Development firm organized to engage in business in Montana 
for the first time is not subject to state corporate income taxes on net income 
from r&d activities during its first 5 taxable years of activity in Montana. 

Northwestern Energy 
More info 

Rebates Natural gas, electric, lighting and irrigation rebates as well as a E+ Business 
Partnership Program. Must be a NorthWestern Energy client. 

Big Sky Film Grant 
More info 

Grant The Big Sky Film Grant Program builds and supports partnerships with 
filmmakers and production companies with the intention to create Montana film 
industry jobs. 50%+ of principal photography must be filmed in Montana. 

Employee Retention Credit 
More info 

Tax Credit The purpose of the ERC was to encourage employers to keep their employees on 
payroll during the pandemic. Must have W2 employees. 

Agricultural Specific:   
Growth Through Agriculture (GTA) 
More info 

Grant and 
Loan 
Program 

A program to strengthen and diversify Montana's agricultural industry through 
the development of new agricultural products and processes. Examples of 
eligible project activities involve equipment purchases, construction costs, 
advertising and promotion, and consultant services for engineering. 

USDA Value Added Producer Grant (VAPG) 
More info 

Grant Helps agricultural producers enter into value-added activities related to the 
processing and marketing of new products. The goals of this program are to 
generate new products, create and expand marketing opportunities and increase 
producer income. 

USDA Rural Business Development Grant (RBDG) 
More info 
 
 

Grant and 
Loan 

• Populations less than 50,000 
• Training and technical assistance, such as project planning, business 

counseling and training, market research, feasibility studies, professional 
or/technical reports or producer service improvements. 

• Pollution control and abatement. 
• The capitalization of revolving loan funds, including funds that will make 

loans for start-ups and working capital. 
• Distance adult learning for job training and advancement. 
• Rural transportation improvement. 
• Community economic development. 
• Technology-based economic development. 
• Feasibility studies and business plans. 
• Leadership and entrepreneur training. 
• Rural business incubators. 

Long-term business strategic planning 
Exporting Specific:  •  
Montana Department of Commerce State Trade 
Expansion Program (STEP) 

Grant This program is intended to support Montana companies that export their goods 
or services. The State Trade Expansion Program (STEP) is a Federal grant 

https://lastbestpace.com/
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0150/chapter_0310/part_0010/section_0030/0150-0310-0010-0030.html
https://www.northwesternenergy.com/account-services/for-business/energy-efficiency-for-business/rebates-incentives
https://www.montanafilm.com/mfo_bigskyfilmgrant/
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/employee-retention-credit
https://agr.mt.gov/GTA
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/value-added-producer-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/rural-business-development-grants
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More Info   administered by Export Montana. Montana exporters can apply for 75% 
reimbursement up to $10,000 for eligible international marketing activities, as 
follows: 

• International Trade Show Exhibition 
• Market Research & U.S. Commercial Service Programs  
• Foreign Language Translation 
• International Compliance Testing 
• International Intellectual Property Protection  
• International e-Commerce & Website Fees  
• International Digital Marketing  
• International Credit Insurance from EXIM Bank 
• International Travel Stipend  
• *Companies may receive up to $30,000 in STEP awards per year. 

   
 

Commercial Property: 

Remodeled or Expanded Commercial Property 
More Info  

Exemption Property may be eligible if: 
• The property couldn't be used in any business for at least six months 

before applying for the exemption. 
• The remodeled, reconstructed, or expanded property value is at least 5% 

higher than before the remodel; and 
• The exemption is approved by the local government. 

New Markets Tax Credits 
More Info  

Tax Credit This program incentivizes community development and economic growth through 
the use of tax credits that attract private investment to distressed communities. 

Montana Property Tax Credits 
More Info  

Tax Credit Tax Credits for  
• Abandoned Mobile Homes 
• Agricultural Processing Facilities 
• Ammunition manufacturing 
• Business Incubator 
• Remodeled or Expanded Commercial property (see above) 
• Fiber Optic 

Data Center Building 
More Info 

Tax Credit • Class 17 Property tax classification for qualifying data centers:  25,000 
square feet of new or expanded area, where the total cost of land, 
improvements, personal property, and software is at least $50 million 
invested during a 48-month period. 

• Data centers’ property tax liability may be reduced by 75% or 50% of 
their taxable value in the first five years after a construction permit is 

https://business.mt.gov/Business-Assistance/Export-Montana/Grants-for-Exporters/
https://montana.servicenowservices.com/citizen/kb?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0013707
https://www.cdfifund.gov/programs-training/programs/new-markets-tax-credit
https://mtrevenue.gov/property/#PropertyTaxExemptions
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2017/billhtml/SB0359.htm
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issued. 
Brownfields 
More Info 
 

Grants & 
Loans 

• EPA's Brownfields Program provides grants to facilitate the leveraging of 
public resources. EPA's Brownfields Program collaborates with other EPA 
programs, other federal partners, and state agencies to identify and make 
available resources that can be used for brownfield activities. 

• Assessment Grants provide funding for brownfield inventories, planning, 
environmental assessments, and community outreach. 

• Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Grants provide funding to capitalize loans that 
are used to clean up brownfield sites. 

• Cleanup Grants provide funding to carry out cleanup activities at 
brownfield sites owned by the applicant. 

• Multipurpose (MP) Grants provide funding to conduct a range of eligible 
assessment and cleanup activities at one or more brownfield sites in a 
target area. 

• Job Training (JT) Grants provide environmental training for residents 
impacted by brownfield sites in their communities. 

• State and Tribal Response Program Grants provide non-competitive 
funding to establish or enhance State and Tribal Brownfields response 
programs.  

Bozeman Specific: 
City of Bozeman Commercial Rebates 
More info 
 

Rebates Does your business receive water from the City of Bozeman? If so, upgrade to 
high efficiency indoor fixtures and appliances and they’ll reward you with a cash 
rebate (not to mention lower bills) for helping conserve water! Rebates for toilets, 
washing machines, shower heads and sprinkler systems are available.  

Bozeman’s Downtown Urban Renewal District (URD) 
More info 

Grants Must be a property owner and located in the Downtown Bozeman Urban Renewal 
District.  
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM 

• Supports current or potential developers, property owners, and tenants 
with financial assistance during the preliminary phases of possible 
redevelopment projects in the downtown URD District. Grant monies are 
available to further stimulate investment in downtown Bozeman, while 
encouraging a higher level of quality and design in the downtown 
environment. 

FIBER CONNECTIVITY GRANT 
• Grant funding to facilitate connecting buildings and businesses to fiber 

LIFE-SAFETY GRANT PROGRAM 
• Provides financial assistance for the installation of dedicated fire lines for 

the purpose of complying with fire suppression and safety code 
requirements. 

RESIDENTIAL INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields
https://www.bozeman.net/departments/utilities/water-conservation/rebates/indoor-commercial-rebates
https://www.bozeman.net/departments/utilities/water-conservation/rebates/indoor-commercial-rebates
https://downtownbozeman.org/resources/urban-renewal-grants
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• Grant funding to encourage the creation of new residential units within 
downtown and can provide partial reimbursement for residential-related 
impact fees for the creation of new downtown residential units. 

STREETSCAPE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
• Provides property owners with reimbursement for the purchase and 

delivery of historic street lamps. 
Business Professional Women (BPW) Small Business  
and Educational Grants for Women 
More info 

Grants Must be Montana woman. Must be in business for one year prior to application 
deadline. Intended for projects NOT otherwise eligible for aid. 

   
 

Event Grants 
Montana Tourism Event Grant 
More info 
 

Grant The Tourism Grant Program is funded by the 4% Lodging Facility Use Tax; and 
funds projects that develop and enhance tourism and recreation products that 
have the potential to increase out-of-area visitation, expenditures in a community, 
and lend to overnight stays. Opens August 1 annually. Must be a 501c3 or 
city/county government. 

Recovery Destination Event Grant  
More info 
 

Grant “Economic Recovery Event” grant for up to $25,000 for new events that can  
demonstrate through the submission the event will generate outside  revenue 
coming into their community and can help with these costs: 

• actual advertisement costs for increasing non-resident and resident 
attendance through traditional advertisement, digital marketing, social 
media post boosts/ads, eblasts to paid-for targeted market segments,  
and/or geo-fencing. 

• event infrastructure costs limited to portable restrooms and/or wash 
stations and 25% of the rental costs for a permanent venue / facility 
where the event will take place. 

• signage costs including production, construction, installation of non-
permanent signage directing attendees, direct mailers [not including 
postage], and/or banners promoting the event. 

 
 

 

 

Other Grants  
Grants.gov 
More info 

Various A database of federally sponsored grants, including grants for small businesses.  
To apply, you must obtain a Unique Entity ID for your business (a 12-character 

https://bozemanbpw.org/
https://brand.mt.gov/Programs/Office-Of-Tourism/Tourism-Grant-Program#:%7E:text=The%20Tourism%20Grant%20Program%20awards,and%20lend%20to%20overnight%20stays.
https://brand.mt.gov/Programs/Office-Of-Tourism/Tourism-Grant-Program#:%7E:text=The%20Tourism%20Grant%20Program%20awards,and%20lend%20to%20overnight%20stays.
https://mtot.submittable.com/submit/ce9b47fb-41e6-457a-a933-8796fd5be99b/recovery-destination-event-grant-fy23-cycle
https://grants.gov/
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 alphanumeric identification number), register to do business with the U.S. 
government through its System for Award Management (SAM) website and create 
an account at Grants.gov. 

Amber Grants for Women 
More info 

Grants In 1998, we gave our first Amber Grant in honor of 19-year old Amber Wigdahl, 
who died before fulfilling her business dreams. Today, we award two $10,000 
Amber Grant each month. And two of our 24 monthly winners get an additional 
$25,000 Year-End Amber Grant. It is an easy grant but VERY competitive, there is 
a $15 application fee. 

Cartier Women’s Initiative Awards 
More info 

Grants Cartier awards three grants to women-owned businesses in nine different regions 
around the world. The Cartier Women’s Initiative Awards program is designed to 
support early-stage businesses that are focused on a range of social, economic 
and environmental development issues. 
The first-place business is awarded a $100,000 grant, second place receives 
$60,000 and third place gets $30,000. Winners also receive executive coaching 
and the opportunity to participate in a variety of training workshops. Very 
competitive. 

FedEx Small Business Grant  
More info 

Grant FedEx awards from $10,000 - $50,000 to 15 small businesses annually. Winners 
also receive money to use toward FedEx Office print and business services. 
The application requires an explanation of your business, how you’d use the 
money, photos of your business and — this part is optional — a short video 
explaining your business. To be eligible, you must operate a for-profit business 
with fewer than 99 employees and at least six months of operating history. 

National Association for the Self-Employed Growth 
Grant 
More info 
 

Grant This nonprofit trade association awards $4,000 per month in growth grants to 
small businesses that can be used for a variety of business needs, including 
marketing, advertising and hiring employees. 
To apply for this grant, you must be a NASE member in good standing for at least 
three months. Annual members can apply at any time. 

Founded Outdoors Embark Program for Outdoor 
Brand Entrepreneurs 
More info 
 

 Embark, a program developed in collaboration between REI Co-op Path Ahead 
Ventures and Founded Outdoors, is the place to launch your outdoor brand. 
Embark is a virtual, 3-month program designed to fuel new and aspiring 
entrepreneurs from Black, Indigenous, Latina/o/x, and Asian American and Pacific 
Islander (AAPI) communities as you build a path forward by offering the resources 
and guidance to turn early-stage ideas into viable businesses. Receive up to 
$10,000 in grant funding for your brand. 

Women Who Tech  
More Info 

 Women Who Tech is one of the largest networks of women-led startups, 
investors, and allies working to increase diversity and funding in tech. 
Applications for Women Who Tech's Startup Grants Program are open to women-
led startups globally from November 28, 2022 - December 22, 2022. We will be 
awarding $20K in equity free grants. 

https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/
https://www.cartierwomensinitiative.com/regional-awards
https://www.fedex.com/en-us/small-business/grant-contest.html
https://www.nase.org/become-a-member/grants-and-scholarships
https://foundedoutdoors.com/embark
https://womenwhotech.org/
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Pacific Source Community Health Excellence Grants:  
More Info 
 
 

 Grants are for Pacific Source partners that help deliver innovative care. One-year 
grants cannot exceed $100,000 and are typically $30,000 to $50,000. Projects 
must fall into one or more of the following categories: 

• Advancing healthcare integration 
• Addressing health disparities and promoting equity 
• Developing the provider workforce  
• Considering and/or aligning with identified community health needs  

Multi-year grants cannot exceed $150,000 and projects must also focus on 
increasing access to behavioral health (BH) services. Projects must provide the 
following categories: 

• Increasing access to BH services that are culturally and linguistically 
responsive 

• Increasing rural BH access 
• Increasing BH access for communities of color and/or other marginalized 

populations 
• Increasing access to treatment services for substance use disorders 

 

Updated Feb. 5, 2024 

https://pacificsource.com/providers/community-health-excellence-grants

