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THE CHRISTIC INSTITUTE: An Idea is Born • 

History and Purposes 
The Chr ist ie Inst i tute was founded in 1 980 by the core team of 

lawyers , investigators , and public educat ion experts who successfully 
prosecuted the Karen Si l kwood Case in federal court in Oklahoma. 
The personal injury dimension of the case won a judgment of $ 1 0 . 5  
mi l l ion and establ ished important legal precedents to force the nuclear 
indust ry to protect the heal th and safety r ights of workers . An account 
of recent ru l ings on the Si lkwood Case appears on page 2 . 

This team of people, now joined by others similarly motivated to 
work for social just ice, has formed the Chr is t ie I nstit u te .  The Institute's 
purpose is to  serve the public interest through l i t igat ion and public 
educat ion . More spec i fical ly , Institute lawyers represent persons who 
cannot afford legal services in cases of social j us t ice or empowerment 
in the democrat ic  process , in t he defense of  human and civi l  rights , and 
in the support of  peace and ecology issues. Staff members conduct 
publ ic education and outreach activi t ies related to these cases and to 
other concerns related to these issue areas . Through research and 
ac t iv i t ies , the Ins t i tu te hopes to promote the convergence of re l igious 
values and public pol icy .  

Religious Dimension 
The Chr is t ie  Inst i tute is distinguished from other publ ic interest law 

firms and public educat ion centers by its underlying religious orienta ­
t ion .  This orientation is expressed in a number of ways. 

F i rs t  among the Ins t i tu te 's  goal s  is to focus the resources of the 
American pub l ic i n  general , and the Amer ican rel ig ious community in 
part icular , on c ruc ia l  problems wi th t he hope of mobi l iz ing efforts 
toward their solut ion and toward changes in publ ic policy .  

Persons working a t  t he  I n s t i t u t e  view the i r  work toward th i s  goal as 
part of t h e  ca l l  to C hr is t ians to part ic ipate act ive ly in the bui ld ing and 
renewal of t he earth .  This focus of human energies is expressed in the 
words of Tei l hard de C hardin whose t hought underl ies the lns t i tu te 's 
act iv i ty :  "The principle of unity wh ic h  saves our gu i l t y  world , wherein a l l  
is in process of re turning to dust , is C hr is t . Through t he force of h is 
magnet ism, the l ight of his ethica l  teaching, t he  uni t ive power of  his very 
be ing , Jesus es t ab l i shed again at the heart of the world the harmony of 
all endeavours and t he convergence of all beings . "  

The Inst i t u t e  considers i t s  issue ureas --- empowerment in t he 
democrat ic process, the defense of human and c iv i l  r ights , and the 
support o f  peace and env ironmenta l  issues · ··· · among the most serious 
for t he freedom, survival , and development  of a l l  peoples . They are 
issues wh i ch  i n  t hemse lves embody a rel igious perspect ive and which 
offer a cha l l enge t o  the rel ig ious bas is of American l i fe .  The dignity of  
t he human person and h is/her r igh t t o  a fu l l  and produc t ive l i fe are 
deeply roo ted i n  t he J udea -Ch ris t ian t rad i t ion out of which American 
princ iples grew. In t h is t radi t ion , God crea t ed man and woman in h is 
image, gave t hem the bounty of his crea t ion, and exhorted t hem to  love 
him above a l l  and t he i r  ne ighbor as t hemselves .  This love impl ies 
respect  for hum,m l i fe ,  J u s t i ce  i n  a t t i t ude and act ion ,  and t he t ranslat ion 
of one's fa i t h  in  G od in to loving ac t ion on behal f  of others .  

The Chr i s t ie l n s t i t u t e ' s  lega l  and educa t ional act iv i tes on behalf of 
humi:Hl and c iv i l  l iber t ies ,  empowerment , environmenta l  and peace 
issues cire e xpress ive o f  t hese pr inc ip les .  The de l iberate tak ing of 
human l i fe cannot be i 1inored. Lov inci one's ne ighbor does not allow 

qual ificat ions ; it does not e xclude minorities , Communists , labor 
organizers, or any other persons. Persons' l ives should be free from 
fear of nuclear holocaust , from the dangers of an unsafe environment , 
from survei l lance and harassmen t .  

Seeing these connect ions between professed religious bel iefs and 
the realit ies and events in society is a s ignificant impetus in the work of 
the Christ ie Inst itu te .  Faith , l i fe and work are not separate ent i t ies .  
They converge in the  C hrist ian effort to renew the earth in Chr ist . The 
t it le of t he lnst i tu te's newslet ter and i ts logo convey this perspect ive. 

Inst i tu te  staff members try to make the religious dimension of their 
work consistent in their life styles. All earn $500 a month , many l ive as a 
communi ty  and part ic ipate in discussion and prayer toge ther . They 
rely on the generosity and interest of those who are also committed to 
t he protection of human and c iv i l  rights , especial ly the rights of those 
who lack the resources necessary for their own protection. 

Legal Activities 
Since its inception the Inst i tute has involved itself in a number of legal 

cases and research projec ts .  Each issue of the newsletter wil l feature 
several of these cases and projec t s , as wel l  as legal updates .  As an 
i n t roduc t ion, however , t he  following br ie f  accounts of each of these 
ac t iv i t ies and i ts focus wil l  e lucidate the scope of the lnstitute's legal  
work .  

The Karen Si lkwood Case . *  
The  right of union workers to promote nuclear safety standards . 
The G reensboro Civ i l  R ights Su i t . *  
The right of ani i - racist labor organizers to unite black and whi te 
workers on an equal basis. 
- The Three Mile Island Case .  
The r ight of the publ ic to part ic ipate in decisions about the disposal 
of radioact ive materia ls .  

- - -CARECEN . 
Legal services on behalf of El Salvadoran refugees in the Washing­
ton ,  D .C .  area . 

--The Vicki Monks Case . 
Defense of t he r ight of news reporters to attend a political demons tra­
t ion on publ ic land in order to gather and report news to the publ ic . 

-- -Research for lega l act ion for compensation of a worker's radiation 
inJury ,ind death .  
Part ic ipat ion in admin is t rat ive hearings questioning Metropol i tan 
Edison's operator competence at Three Mile Island .  

_ Continued 0 1 1  p . 4  
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Convergence 

LEGAL FEATURE: THE KAREN SILKWOOD CASE 
The Case and 1 981 Rulings 

In May of 1979, an Oklahoma jury found the Kerr-McGee Corpora­
tion legally l iable for the radioact ive contamination of Karen Si lkwood, 
a 28-year-old laboratory analyst and local leader of the Oil, C hemical 
and Atomic Workers Unions , who was killed in a controversial car 
crash in November, 1974.  At the t ime of her death ,  Karen Silkwood was 
enroute to a meeting with a union official and a NY Times reporter and 
was allegedly delivering documented evidence of missing p lutonium 
and falsification of safety tests on Kerr-McGee produced plutonium 
fuel rods. A week before her death, Silkwood and her apartment were 
contaminated with plutonium, the highest levels registering on the food 
in her refrigerator.  An Atomic Energy Commission report said the 
contamination may have been del iberate.  Plutonium is one of the most 
dangerous cancer-causing substances kown. 

This 1979 decision , which awarded $10.5 mil l ion in personal damages 
to the S ilkwood chi ldren , was invest igated and t r ied by several present 
staff members of the Christ ie I nst itute and provided the experience 
from which the idea of the Inst itute was generated.  

I n  December ,  1 98 1 ,  the 1 0th  C ircuit  Court of Appeals pane l in a 2 - 1  
ru l ing, stripped the Karen S i l kwood 
Estate of the $ 1 0 . 5  million judgment 
aga inst  Ker r -McG ee . The appel late 
panel 's ru l ing rejec ted a May , 1979 
federal  court jury award of $500 ,000 in 
persona! .  inju r ies and $10 mill ion for 
pun i t ive damages against the corpora ­
t ion .  The pcmel ieft  in tact only a S5 ,000 
property  damage award for furniture 
and clothing that had to  be destroyed 
because of radioac tive contaminat ion 
of Si lkwood's apartment . The ru l ing 
dismissed t he pun i tive award,  saying 
that t he 1 954 A romic Energy Act pre-

Karen Silkwood empts state remedies authoriz ing such 
damages. I t  ru led further that the personal injury claim should have 
been dealt with in Oklahoma's Workers' Compensation Court ,  and 
that there was not enough evidenr :� to support the contention that the 
nuclear plant worker was intent ionally contaminated with plutonium. 

In October, 198 1 ,  the U . S .  Supreme Court denied the S i l kwood 
Estate's request for a trial on it s second lawsu i t .  At issl.ie was whether 
or not labor union organizers are protected against a p rivate ant i - civi l 
rights conspiracy .  In 1978, this second lawsuit had first been dismissed 
on the grounds that only blacks and people of ethnic origin are so 
protected under the Civ i l  Rights Act .  Later, however, the S i lkwood 
l i t igation team's appeal of th is  decis ion establ ished a legal precedent by 
acknowledging that labor unions are a protected class. The court 
denied the Si lkwood Estate a trial, however, by stat ing that relief under 
the Act is available only to un ion members who can show that they 
were deprived of their const i t utional rights because of their mere 
passive membership in a union,  rather than because of their organiz ing 
activities on behal f of labor unions. 

The Silkwood Estate legal team wil l  appeal the $ 10.5 mil l ion case to 
the full 10th C ircuit Court of Appeals ,  asking a reversal of the three­
member panel 's  rul ing. I f  their request is denied on the grounds that 
there was not enough evidence t o  support the c laim that Si lkwood was 
intentionally contaminated,  the Si lkwood team will initiate action 
toward a new lawsuit . This suit wil l  address the contamination 
question , as well as many of the c ivil l iberties issues raised in the second 
lawsuit . 

Perspective 
The October and December rulings on the Silkwood Case give us 

pause to reflect .  

In October,  when the Supreme Court refused to hear the Si lkwood 
civi l  l iberties su i t ,  it was in e ffect te l l ing us that a citizen ,  allegedly being 
vict imized by cr iminal conspiracy because of attempts to enlighten and 
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organize workers and the public about nuclear industry abuses, cannot 
receive protection under the law from such harassment; and further, 
that the evidence to support these charges may not even be heard. 

According to Si lkwood lead lawyer Dan Sheehan , evidence in the 
case demonstrated beyond reasonable doubt that Karen Si lkwood and 
others at the Kerr-McG ee nuclear faci l ity who were attempting to 
communicate to other plant workers and to the American public the 
extraordinary dangers of nuclear contamination which were rampant 
at the Oklahoma facility and of the possible government-endorsed 
smuggling of bomb-grade plutonium, were the victims of a classical 
criminal conspiracy . As was stated by Judge Frank G. Theis, the 
special ly -appointed federal judge who supervised the trial in the first 
S i l kwood case, "If this evidence is put in front of a jury, this jury will 
conclude that the Kerr-McGee defendants ki l led Karen Silkwood. " 

The Si lkwood family's attempt to obtain assitance from the federal 
executive department resulted only in a manifest criminal involvement 
of FBI officials in the cover-up of valuable evidence incriminating Kerr­
McGee offic ials and local police offic ials in the civil rights'  violations of 
workers ar the faci l i ty .  The legislative investigations by both the Senate 
and the House of  Representatives were terminated in the face of a 
campaign of smear tactics undertaken by the FBI against the Congress­
men, Congression;:il staff, and American cit izens who were witnesses in 
these hearings. F inal l y ,  the Supreme Court refused to allow a. trial . 

The human and civ i i  l iberties in question m this case deserve to be 
heard . The ongoing refusal of the legal system to do t his, despite publ ic 
op in ion ,  desp i te  the moral and financial supporr of thousands of 
concerned c i t izens,  and despite years of tenacious  efforts by many 
people to have the charges reli iewed, make us wonder for whom the 
!e �1al sys tem exists .  

One disquiet ing answer to ihis quest ion perhaps l ies i n  the Decem­
ber Si lkwood rul ing which removed the $10 mil l ion punitive damages 
and $500,000 personal damages won in  the first case . According to this 
rul ing, the Atomic Energy Act pre-empts state remedies for abuses in 
the nuclear industry .  Apparently only the federal government has the 
r ight  to determine whether or not  the  industry is gu i l ty  of endangering 
the l ives of its workers and the publ ic;  only the federal government can 
regulate and/or administer punit ive measures for such abuses. Punitive 
damages awarded through the legal system in the form of sizable fines 
l ike the $ 1 0  mi l l ion S i lkwood award might endanger the growth of the 
nuclear industry , one of  the government's pr ime contractors. I t  seems 
not to matter that t here is  increasing publ ic concern about this industry 
and its danger to l i fe and the environment, and its relat ionship to the 
imminence of  nuclear war .  What seems to be the priority is protect ing 
the industry from public act ion on behalf of these concerns. 

The recent rul ings leave us with more questions than answers. One 
thing is certain. We cannot let the troublesome questions they raise 
fade away .  They are questions of civ i l  l iberties and the r ight of c i t izens 
to a voice and to act ion in issues which affect their l ives and futures . 
The Si lkwood team wi l l  continue to pursue legal avenues to bring these 
questions to the public forum. We ask your continued support . 

Karen's Parents Respond 
"Our beloved daughter, Karen, died while working and struggl ing for 

what this case once stood for - to test whether corporate America, in 
particular Kerr-McGee, could be trusted with handling the most 
dangerous substance known to us, plutonium . 

Karen had found out that Kerr-McGee was one of the corporations 
abusing that trust . She saw that Kerr-McG ee did not properly train i ts  
workers before sending them in to work with the deadly plutonium; she 
saw that dozens and dozens of her fellow employees were being 
contaminated, even as they were being assured that the operation was 
safe . She discovered that the workers were being lied to.  She saw that 
security procedures were lax and that poor equipment was being used . 

Contmued on p. 4 



Conuergen e 

LEGAL FEATURE: THE GREENSBORO CIVIL RIGHTS SUIT 
The Facts 

On November 3 1 979, l ive labor organiz rs and pol i t ical  act iv ist s ,  
member o f  the Communist Workers Pilrty , were shot and ki l led by the 
Ku K lux Klan and Nazi Party in G reensboro , North Carolind . 

At the t ime of their deat hs , three of t hese people were involved in 
organizing and leading unions in the North Carol ina tex t i le industry. 
Jim Wal ler had led a wildcat strike at a Cone Mills p lant near 
Greensboro dnd had subsequen t ly been elec ted president of his local . 
Bil l  Sampson was a shop steward , head of mi l i tant rank.and.f i le 
cauc us, and was running unopposed as president of h is mi l l 's loca l .  
Sandi Smith had been chairperson of  a union organi zing committee at a 
non -union plant and had made substan tia l inroads in organ izing there 
before she was fired . The other two, Cesar Cauce and Dr. Mic hael 
Na than, were act ive in hospita l  organ izing in Du rham, North Carolina . 
Dr .  Nathan was also a key figur in providing medica l su pport for 
Zimbabwean freedom fighters. 

The coincidence of the i r  dea ths out of a crowd of 100 demonstrators 
was h ighly suspicious lo even casual observers .  However, in the year 
that fol lowed the shoot ings , suspicion was compounded by evidence of 
government agent involvement in t he planning and execution of the 
Klan/Nazi attack. These fac t s  have emerged: 

* Bureau of Alcohol , Tobacco, and Firearms agent Bernard Butkovich 
infil t rated the Nazi group involved in the ki l l ings in Ju ly , 1 979, and 
worked wit h  them unt i l  November 4 with the knowledge and close 
supervision of the Washington BA TF headquarters. 

* Bu tkovich attended the planning meetings for November 3. He 
encouraged the Nazi attack ,  attempted to inst igate other violence 
and final ly offered to harbor the Nazi k i l lers. 

* According to Nazi Raeford Caudle , a man "who was not a 
Klansman" was to br ing the guns to G reensboro and know "who 
was to be shot ." He was not to meet with t he ot hers at t he rally 
poin t .  The identity of this individual (whose descr ipt ion is remark­
ably similar to Bu tkovich ) was never investigated in the course of 
the Klan/Nazi trial , which took place in 1980. 

* Butkovich was neither charged nor cal led to test i fy in t he Klan trial. 

* Pol ice and former FBI informan Edward Dawson recruited K lans· 
men to part i c ipate on November 3, organized the Klan caravan , and 
led it lo t he ant i -Klan ral ly si t e ,  af er de laying it for the late arrival of 
the Nazi arsenal car .  

* Gree nsboro pol ice gave a copy of the rally permit to Dawson on 
November 1 .  I t  told t he l i t t le -known starting si te of the ral ly and the 
rest ric t ion against firearms imposed on the demonstrators by the 
police. 

* On November 3, pr ior to the attack, Dawson was in touch by 
telephone with the Greensboro pol ice , who later reported that they 
had "from a reliable source" information that the Klan was armed 
and planning to attack the march. 

* A Greensboro police car fo l lowed the Klan caravan into Greens­
boro and allowed it to proceed unhindered to the demonstrat ion 
si te . The demonstrators were not warned and no other pol ice were 
on the scene to protect them. 

* Dawson was never arrested or cal led to testify in the Klan trial . 

* The FBI began an invest igat ion of the Communist Workers Party in 
Greensboro two days after the parade permit was requested . In the 
course of the invest igat ion, agents circulated pic tures of CWP 
leadership in the Greensboro community for ident ification .  A 
number of those pictured were later sho t .  The investigat ion ended 
on November 2, 1980, one day prior to the k i l lings. 

* Eight of the nine cars in the Klan/Nazi caravan which a t tacked the 
ral ly were never pursued by the Greensboro police.  

* Despite the widely publicized history of planning meet ings by the 
Klan and Nazis prior to November 3, no conspiracy charges were 
brought, limiting the scope of the trial . 
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. .  . But it was m the mills of North Carolina among the mostly female, 
increasingly black work force - underpaid and unorganized, facing 
th prospe I of slow death by byssinosis, the debilitating lung ailment 
of ten con t rac t d by textile workers - that Sandi Smith found her 
place. 

-Mark Pinsky 
Ms Magazine, April 1 981 

* Charges were d ropped against Na zi  Raeford Caudle , who owneo 
most of the guns and the car that carried them and who reported on 
the man who "knew who was to be shot . "  

* The widows were denied the  r ight to  a private prosecutor, a 
common practice in North Carol ina, t his despite prejudicial state­
ments by t he dist r ict attorney who prosecu ted the Klansmen prior 
to the tr ial .  

* On November 17 ,  1980, the s ix Klan and Na zis tried were acquitted 
by an a l l -white jury which included the nex t ·door neighbor of a 
leading Klansman and a foreman who stated under oa th that it was 
less of a crime to k i l l  Communists than to kil l other people . Now the 
case is c losed as far as t he  state of North Carolina is concerned. 

* A debrief ing of Dawson was quashed by the North Carol ina 
Attorney General 's office. 

* The BATF cleared Butkovich af ter in internal invest igat ion whic h 
was never made publ ic .  

• The FBI invest igation has remained secret. 

* The Justice Department c leared the Greensboro police of foul play . 
Because just ice was not obtained in the criminal t rial, lawyers 

representing several groups have filed a Civi l Rights Suit in Federal 
District Court on behalf  of the widows and injured and other mil itant 
ant i . racist labor organizers in the G reensboro area. 

Christie Inst i tute lawyers are part of the legal team on his suit . The 
suit names as defendents individual Klan and Nazi agents and officia ls 
of the BATF ,  the Greensboro pol ice ,  the FBI, the State Bureau of 
Investigat ion, and offic ia ls or Cone Mil ls .  

The complaint a l leges that the a t tack or November 3, 1979, was part 
of a long.standing conspiracy by t he Ku Klux Klan and Nazis to prevent 
anti-racist labor organizers from uniting black and white workers on an 
equal basis .  Most important ly, the complaint a l leges that both state and 
federal govern ment  age ncies were involved in t h is attack and 
conspiracy .  

The conspiracy overal l  is a l leged to  have dated back at least to  1968 
and consisted of a number of covert acts ,  including: 

* Electronic and physical survei l lance of the pla int if fs ; 

* Recording license p lates and distribut ing hem to te xtile and other 
Continued on p. 8 



Silkwood L gal T, am: A rt Angel, J,m Ikard, G rry $pen e, and 
Chri ti In t it u re '  Dan Sheehan, I ad Silkwood lawyer. 
Silk ood, f rom p.2 
Sh 1 arned t hat spe k of plu tonium t h  iz of t1 poll n gram ould 
guarnnte lu ng cane r , whi le 40 pounds of plutonium was unac ·ount d 
for - enough to aus l ung one r to count ies mi lhon or t o  mak 
sev ra l  atomic bombs l ik th ones which d st rayed H iroshima and 

aga aki . Karen al  o learned t hat fu I rod qu lity control pictures were 
being doctor d by KerrMcG employees, and she was fraid o( th 
t rribl con qu nces of using fau l t y  rods in a nuc l ar r ctor . 

At t h  t rial w heard intern t ion !ly r nown d exp rts II wh t 
Kerr , McG did grossly, r ckl  ss ly , and v n callously n gl ig nt . 

A jury l is t ened for 1 1  week to t h  vid nee and to t he night mar 
which our daught r exp r ien d.  Th jury heard th evid nee o( Kerr ­
McGee's r ckle ness - and showed t h  ir d,s pproval and t h  i r  
desir to protec t t he  Am rican publ i from uch ondu t 111 t h  (utur 
by warding 1 0  mi l l ion punitiv damages against Kerr-M G 

Our  daugh ter knew about Kerr- M G e  's mis ondu I - sh dis­
covered it a l l ,  but was ki l l  d before sh cou ld reach t he pr ss w i th  her 
information . 

W ar now told that by var iou I gal m ans, t he ju ry's v rdict i 
meaningle s , and t hat two judg s on t h  app als court h v thrown out 
t he jury's verdi t and replaced i t  w i th  th ir own id a about what 
hap ned, nd about what th law hould b , ev n though th y never 
heard the t stimony or got to look th wi t n ss in t h  y . 

We und rstand t hat t he courl 's ruhng m ans t hat K rr-McGee or 
oth r nucl ar fa i l i t i s could contaminat members of th publ ic , 
reckl ssly or even intentionally, and no jury ou ld ever ward punit iv 
dam ges 10 stop such conduct .  This frighten us, shocks u , and 
sadd ns us v ry much. 

W gri v not only for the lo of our daughter but for t he  loss of the 
law's prot t ion and disi l lus ionment and insecuri ty which we fe I , and 
we b ! ieve t he va t major i t y of t he Am rican peop! wi l l gneve wit h u . 

I n  thes hard . uncert in t im s. t he c i t i zen of our count ry mu t hav 
ren wed f i t h in t h  ir court s and in th just ic syst m. are t ught to 
resp c t t h  law nd pu t  our fait h in t h  law. Wher wi l l  w be i f  
Am r ican come to be!i ve t hat in c es when alot is on t he l in . t h  I 
t he jury's v rdict is just a fare , that 1t means not h ing.  

W st i l l  l iev in our system of ju t ice and hav faith t hat just ice wi l l  
u l t im te ly don . 

When a ase goe to a jury, t he jury i supposed l o  d id t h  fact 
-t hat 's wh t th r ight to a ju ry  trial m ans - and t he jury's v rdict is 
supposed to be r pe t d ev n by I rn d judg s in app als courts .  

B c us o our abiding fai t h  in ou r cou ntry nd in ou r sy tern of 
justic , we have n t g iv n u p. We mainta in our lai l h  and have ask d ou r  
attorneys to fight on." 

Bil l and Merl Silkwood Ned r land, Tex s 
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hr i  I i  I n  l l t u t  . Ir m p  I 
Res ar h t ow rd ivil r ights SUi t  opposing r c is t  prac l ic nd I gal 
pro dure in M i ssissippi. 
P rti ip l ion in dminist rat iv h arings n r ulty nst ru  l ion 
pra ti es or Brow,, & R 01 nd in cl qu t ch r t r f Houston 
Ligh t ing & Pow r for Sout h Texas u !ear Proj ct op r.:i t ing 
! icens . 
Assistanc in a feder I lawsuit in N vada t o  compel th D ( nse 
Dep r i m  nt to v luat nd publicize the nvironmenl I imp t of 
t he MX M iss i le Syst em. 

Publi Education 
Int gr I to t he hrist i l nst i t u t 's work ar publ ic edu ation and 

ou t rea h act ivi t ies r la ted I i t  I gal ases and o th  r issu proj els . 
During the  l nst itut ' first year, t hes ct ivit i hav fo us d on the 

1 lkwood and Gre nsboro case , and t he an t i  nucl ar movement .  

ar ly publ i  due l ion fforts around t he Si lkwo d Cas r sui t  d in 
numerous program celebrat ing the Novem r 13 ,  1 980, 

( Kar n S i lkwood' d a t h ,  ponsor d t hroughout t h  
environmental ,  ( minist , and ot h r groups. 

I n  Apri l ,  l 1 ,  a significant public educahon and fund-r i ing Hort 
for t h  s cond Si lkwood as t ook place in Washington ,  D . . The 
veni f a tur  d sp k rs, s w I I  as th init ial promotion ( Ri h rd 

Rashk ' n wly-publ ish d book , The Ki lling of Kar n Silkwood. The 
l nst i tu t  a lso conduc ted an ext nsiv dir ct mai l  c mp ign tow rd 
promolton of the R shke book . Anot h r Si lkwood book, Who Killed 
Karen Silkwood? by Howard Kohn , was pu bl i  hed in October, 19 I . I n 

n al l mpt to develop public inform t i  n and int rest in t he i sues 
1nvolv d in t he Si lkwood Case, th Christ ie lnst i t u t  gain ngag d in 

ten ,ve ou l r  ach act ivitie on behalf of th i  book. lnformationa! niers 
nd le t t  rs w r wid ly c irc ulat d mong labor,  c ivi l l ib rt i  s ,  rel igious, 
nvironmenl l , and ( minis! groups, d s rib ing the book, ncouraging 

1 1 s  rev1  w in national periodicals ,  and promot ing th diss minat ion of 
t h  f! i  rs among na t i  nal organizat ion I memb rships. 

I n  ant ic ipat ion of t he 19 1 anniver ary of Karen Si!kwood's d a th ,  
t h  lns t i t ut developed Si lkw od C e Sp akers' Bure u, a list ol 
uggest d act ivit ies, and an informat ional pac ket which i t  publicized 

among national ,  s t  te,  nd lo al groups. A signi ficant numb r ol 
Si l kwo d m morial act iv i t ies took pl  e as resul t  of t h  se fforts . 
Among them wer a m mori I con rt , speakers at ducationa! 
gat h  rings, l f !et d is t ribu t ion at a nuclear pl nl , viewings of a BBC 
Silkwood fi lm, edu tion ! displ ys, and memoria l rt icles. 

Along w i th  a number of activ i t i  s l inking nvironment ! and p ce 
concerns was t he promot ion of a book by J im Garri on nt it l d, Th 
Plutonium Cu/tur : From Hiroshima to Harrisburg . S v ra l publ ic 

ducat ion projects a lso were d irected low rd mobi l izing wom n's 
group around nu I ar and milit rism issues. 

A major port ion of the pu bl ic ducat ion f fort s around t h G r  ens­
boro Civi l  Rights Case are done in orlh Carolina. Howev r, th 
! nst i tut staf f  has undertaken out rea h act i vities to secur endorse­
men ts  of th suit from nat ional I aders in the r l igious communi ty ,  nd 
wi l l  assume larger public ducat ion role a t he  suit com s to tri 1. 

CHRIS IC I Tl UT TA 

i s tant  Publi  

gal 

tor 
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INSTITUTE PROGRAM 

RECEIVES GRANT 

Con 

Washingt on, D. . 's Cent ra l Am rican Refug C nter (CARECE ) 
recen t ly re ived a $ 10,000 grant from the Sister of M rcy of th 
Union ,  Mercy C nter Washington, to fur t her CARECEN 's work on 
behalf  of Salvadoran r fugees.  

As an independent op rat ion undertaken by Pat r i  e P r i l l ie , andi · 
date for rh D.C. bar, and Joaquin Dominguez Par da, a Salvadoran 
r lug e attorney, CARECEN has rv d Washingt on , D .C.'s S Iva· 
doran community sine August , 1981 .  ln Janu ry, 1982 , CAR CEN 

ffiliat d wit h  th Christie ln t itut and became on of i t  permanent 
programs. The In t i t u te wil l provid addition ! legal , funding, public 
educat ion , and  admimstr hve se rvic to CARECEN's air ady­
operat ive act ivi t i s . 

Th grant was fund d from th Mercy Sh her of the Hom less 
Proje t ,  an outgrowth of the 1980 s le of Sist  rs of Mercy property and 
n tion I admini trativ offi e building in Potoma , Maryland. Th 
Sisters det rmined that mon y deriv d from sal of th building b 
designated for projects providing shelter for the dispossessed and the 
desti t u te ,  a pr iority of the Sisters of Mercy and their foundress, 
Cath rine McAuley. The Sisters of Mercy of the Union current ly rent 
administrat ive offices in Silv r Spring, M ryland . The ord r has over 
4,000 members nat ional ly and is h ded by Sister Th resa Kan . 

CARECEN off rs immigr t ion nd polit ical asylum assistance to the 
El Salvadoran refugee community in D.C . , which numb rs an esti · 
mated 65,000 persons.  This assistance includes providing I gal s rvices 
in deportat ion hearings, organiz ing landlord-tenant meet ings t o m  diate 
refug e housing prob! ms, educat ing refugees to th ir rights with the 
Immigration and Nat uraliza t ion Service, and dir t in!;! refug es to 

CARECEN Viewpoint 

The Case of 
Santana Chirino-Amaya 

Sant ana Chir ino-Am ya was on of t he more th n 25 000 Salva­
doran refug es r t urn d to E l Salv dor by th U nited Sta t s lmmigr -
t ion and N t ura! iza t ion Service during t he last two years. He was 24 
years of ag , had l ight brown hair , h z I yes ,  medium bui ld nd was 
about 5' 8" tal l .  In El Salvador, h liv d in the r gion El Bot adero and 
was original ly from Am lupapa . Sa Vic n te .  

Young Am ya cam to th U ni t  d S1 t in  1976 king the liberty 
which was denied him in El Salvador. H did n t ne at gu npoint , but 
instead cam in arch of r fuge from a politi I sy I m which d nied 
him his ba ic economic and social right s,  to l ive and work in free 
soci ty . Beginning in 1976, he liv d and work d in Washington, D .C. 
He was deported t wi back lo El a lv dor ,  fi rs t in Octob r, 1 9  0; h 
r turned to the U .S. in F bruary, 19 1 and was deported again in June 
of th t year .  

Less than two months al ter t h is s cond deporta t ion, S ntan 
Chir ino-Amaya was fou nd decapi t ated ne< r t he bathing re ort of 
Amapulapa .  Found with him, also d capitated, was 8 rnardo Antonio 
Rivas Hern nd z of Za a t coluc , 1 4 -year-old fri nd of Amaya who 
ccompani d him to run som , err nds. Bot h  h d al  o b  n tort ured. 

Had young Amaya b n ac ustom d to living m his war- torn country. 
chanc s ar t hat he would not hav,  taken t h  rou te  he t ok that day, 
t he route chara teriz d by th Human Rights Commission of El 
Salv dor as th "Road of ea th," b aus the Salvadoran Army 
regularly pa t rol ! d i t , and becaus it was t he s i t  of many other 
Salvadoran murd rs . 

Amaya's tort ure and bruta l  murder was documented by press 
reports, by Sa lv doran judic i I inspec t ion r p r t ,  nd by coroner'  
repor t .  As a Salvadoran refugee d port d from t he U nited States, h is 
fate , t r agical ly , is not uniqu . As a documented case , however, h is 
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Pa1ri e Peri/lie, CAR EN director, r ceiu s grant /rorn Sister 
Ther a 8/aqui r , R. S.M. , Mercy Sh It r th Home/ Proj ct 
Di rec/or. 

ppropriat sourc s for food, clothing, shel ter , nd health services. 
The group is a lso activ in attempts to secur Ext nded Voluntary 
Departure status for Salvadoran refugees, according to Patrice Perillie , 
CARECEN Direc tor. Such s tatus a l lows refugees t o  remain tempo· 
rari ly in th U.S. unti l condi t ions are safer in th ir countri s, and has 
been xtended in the past to Vietnam se , Lao t ian , Cambodian , 
Ethiopian, Ugandan and icaraguan refugees. 

"CARECEN's shelter assi tance to Salvadoran refugees is uniqu 
among our fund d pro1ects, " according to Mercy Project Director 
Sister Ther sa Bl quiere in th t "it s t retches our und rstanding of the 
home! ss to those from nother coutnry who seek refuge here. I t  also 
aff irms t he Chris t ian commit ment to serving universal human needs." 

death nts n important refutat ion of t h  Stat Departm nl's 
c l  im t h  t lvadoran d port s f c n gre t r danger upon their 
r turn t han other Salvadoran nationals .  Young Amaya was one of an 
u nkn wn numb r of Salvadorans who h ve suff red violen e in t heir 
country upon deportat ion from the U .S . , in part because th ir  abs nee 
fr m El S lv dor I ves t hem def nseless to th ev ryday dang r of 
!if in t hat c un try today. H may have b en t he v i  t im ei t her of th 
indis r imin t viol nee which wracks E! Salvador , or of t he f ct that the 
u t hori l ies w re aw r of his d por tat ion from the  U .S .  and murd red 

him as a traitor who had ned . 

Whaleve the  mot iv s for h is murder w re and by whom ver it was 
ccompl ish d, Am ya' death bring into quest ion U.S. po!i y on the 

status of Salvador n refuge . 

The U .S. Stal Depar!menl and Immigrat ion and aturalizat ion 
S rvi con ider Salvad rans who flee th ir  cou ntry nd s ek a y lum 
here t o  be e onom1c refugees. In ot her words, th y ar seen as coming 
t o  th U .S. s imply looking for jobs and a b I ler l i f  . They are thus 
onsid red "r t u rnable ' by th I S, as con1ra led wit h  thousands of 

C uban and Pol ish ref uges who are classifi d as pol i t ica l  refugees 
b cau th y are fl eing oppr ssion in a Communist country. 

In re l i t y , Salvadoran refuge s have fled to t he U .S . to escape the 
moun t ing vio lence of t he civi l  war in their own country and the 
incr a d lev I of mi l i tary acl iv i t y . The refugees are most ly young men 
and young widow with chi ldr n . M re t han 30,000 Salvadorans have 
b en ki l led since J nuary, 1980, according to a diver range of human 
r ight ou rces. In 19 1 , cording to statistics compi l d by t he office of 
Archbishop Arturo Riv ra y Damas, Apo toli Administrator of San 

alvador , 1 1 ,723 persons w re murder d, most of t hem peasants 
betw n th ages of 1 6 and 30; and addit ional 1 ,  0 p r ons were 
arrest d or missing, most of th se b ing work rs, studen ts, or 
profes ionals .  Such rampant violence is a convincing mot ive for Oight , 
ven if it is not consider d pol i t ical in nat ure. 

Th ideological d ist inct ions bel ween those Oeeing an oppr ssive 
Commu nist  gov rnment which t h  U .S. oppos s (as in t he cas of 
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Amay , fr m p. 
uba ) .  and tho  fie ding vi 1 •nc , in a c un t 1 y whos gov rnm nt t h  

U . $ .  suppor ts  { ,  s i n  El S, Iv, dor) hou ld 1 101 regu lat e t h is c u nt ry 's 
pol icy toward t hos se 0k ing , sy lum from oppression and violence. At 
pr nt . t h is is not t h  en <." .  Thos fl ing coun I r i ,5 whos gov rn 
mcnt  ar upport  d by t lw U . . . ill' d n i  d t1sy l um nd d p rt d ,  s 
co11om1C r fug s 

Withou t Judging the merit of t hes dist inchons. suc h cat gories lose 
c11l meaing in t he conte x t of a 1vm · t orn country l ike El  Salvador .  I t s  
people are s k ing refuge here from viol •nee and civi l w .  r . They come 
he re for r , ns similar 10 t hose whi h mi l l ions of other people have 
had 1 1 1  coming to th is country seeking hav 11 , refuge, and freedom. We 
ar a count r!,' which has long charac teri zed i t se l f  as a place when> 
peopl can find shel ter  rom oppression and civ i l  s t ri fe . 
Despi te  recomm ndations by t he U . N . High Commission for refugees 
{ UNHCR) .  t he nt tonal Conferenc of Cat hol ic Bishops. t he Nat ional 
Counc i l  of C hurches,  t he Synagogue Cou nc i l  of Americ1.1 . and 
numerous refuge reli f agenci s that Salw1doran refugees be granted 
asy l um ,  t he U .S .  S tate Depar tment  ha consist ent ly mainta ined a 
prac t 1c of d nying asylum la ims , nd of deport ing al l  Salvadorans 
found to be in th is count ry i l legal ly . Many Salvadorans are coerced or 
induced to sign "volun tary departure agreement s" which aut horize t he 
U .S . to deport  t hem wi thou t going t hrough formal deporta t ion 
proce dings .  Report from Texas and Cali forma have revealed that 
most Salvadorans ar induced to sign t hese docu ments  wi t hout having 
b en advised of t heir r igh t  to request asylum or with threats of long 
incarcerat ion .  Salvadorans are current ly being ret urned t o El Salvador 
at an alarming rate of 200 to 300 per week in t he sout hwestern U .S .  
a lone . The Department  o f  S tate and the  Immigrat ion Service have 
summari l ty denied a l l  but two of t he  5 ,559 Salvadoran asylum 
applicat ions. 

Those Salvadorans who are sent back are f lown to the l lopango 
Airport in San Salvador and released, while passenger l ists are given to 
t he Salvadoran au thor i t ies .  Regardless of the pol i t ical background of 
the deportees .  e x pert s  agree that they face great danger upon being 
returned . Those who fled t he country from fear of government 
persecut ion are exposed to the greatest danger, as the Salvadoran 
government  is provided wi t h  names and dates of arrival by the !NS 
authori t ies. But  even those wit h no previous polit ical aff i l iat ion face a 
danger , whether  it be from possible government retribu t ion for leaving 
the country or simply as vic t ims of the pervasive c l imate of violence 
which has gripped El  Salvador. 

What are the al ternat ives to the c urrent U .S. Salvadoran depor­
t a t ion pol icy? Several adminis t rat ive devices exist for hal t i ng the 
deporta t ion of persons f leeing civi l  wars and grant ing t hem temporary 
asylum.  The I S may withhold deportat ion of refugees t o a  place of civi l  

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT PUBLISHED 
BY CHRISTIC INSTITUTE 

The first Chr istie Inst i tu te Annual Report was publ ished recent ly , 
according to Kathleen Donahue , Development Direc t or .  

Inc luded in the report are descriptions of  a l l  Ins t it ute legal cases, . 
programs, and projec t s ,  as wel l  as a financial sta tus report . 

The financial data includes an income and e xpense report and 
acknowledgment of the many contr ibut ions and grants by individual 
persons, religious communities, organizat ions, and founda t ions which 
have be n received by the Inst i tute since its formal incept ion in January 
of 1 98 1 .  

Ms. Donahue commented : "When they get a chance t o  read our first 
year 's opera t ions report , our donors wil l  be pleased to have been a part 
of la unching the I nst i t u te ' s  first year . An impressive amount of work 
has been accompl ished by smal l  group of people .  In what has been a 
fairly bleak year for the advancement of just ic and human righ t s , it 's 
important to be reminded of our successes .  We're look ing forward to 
sharing t ha t  informat ion in the Annual Report. "  

A copy o f  t he Annuul H ,por/ i s  avd i lah le frnm t he I ns t i t u t e on 
requ(!�t . 
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Santana Chirino-Amaya 

st r i fe . Ac t ing on t he r commendat ion of the Secretary of State, t he INS 
is a lso empowered to allow groups of any nat ional i ty to remain in the 
U .S.  t mporari ly under a sta tu  t ermed "extended voluntary d par­
t u re . "  This device has recent ly been used to al low Vietnamese, 
Laotians,  Cambodians , Ethiopians, Ugandans, Lebanese, and Nicara­
guans to remain temporari ly un t il condit ions are sa fer in t heir 
cou nt ries. Such p rsons acquir no long- term righ t to reside here and 
must ret urn to t heir countr ies as soon as peace is restored . E xtended 
voluntary departure, therefore , wou ld  allow Salvadoran refugees to 
find asylum here , free from th fear of deportat ion and of the vio len t  
consequences such a s  were evidenced by t he dea th  of Santana 
Chir ino-Amaya. 

Ini t ia t ives are now under way in Congress which seek passage of 
resolutions cal l ing on the President to grant Salvadoran refugees 
extended voluntary departure status. Such action seems consonant 
with the posit ive historic committment and response t o  homeless 
people which this country often has demonstrated . I t  is consonant with 
the Judea-Christian tradit ion which inspired that commitment and 
response . 

F rom this v iewpoint ,  we ask you to support extended voluntary 
departure status for Salvadoran refugees. There are a number of things 
you can do. Efforts can be direc ted to the Senate J udiciary Committee 
u rging sponsorship of a Senat e resolut ion support ing extended 
voluntary departure status . Senator Strom Thurmond chairs the 
Senate Commi t tee (U .S.  Senate, Washington, D.C. 205 10) . Letters 
could also be direc ted to the President urging him to gr nt th is status to 
Salvadoran refugees . 

O ther act ions which cou ld  be undertaken include le t ter or phone 
campaigns, press work, and/or organizing. Please contact CARECEN 
(Cent ra l American Refugee Center) for addit ional informat ion or 
sugg st  ions.  C AR ECEN , Spanish for "They are needy," was found d 
in Washington , D .C .  by a Salvadoran refugee at torney and a U .S .  law 
graduate to meet the emergency needs of t he refugee community in the 
D. C . a rea and to serve as an advocat for them in Congress. 
CARECEN is commit t d t o  change in the U .S .  pol icy on Salvadoran 
refugees - so t hat t he story of Santana Chirino-Amaya will cease being 
repeated . 

CARECEN 
P .O. Box 53088 
Washington , D .C .  20009 
(202) 328-9799 

CARECEN is a projec t of  l he Christ i Ins t i t u t e . 

CONVERGENCE 
A quarterly new letter of The Christie Institute, 

1 324 N. Capitol St . ,  Washington, D.C. 20002 
(202) 797- 1 06 

The Chri lie Insti tu te  i a non-profit relig iou public 
interest law firm and publi education cen ter. 

Carolyn Burgho l zer, R . .  M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Editor 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION MATERIALS 

The Christ ie lnst itute promotes materia l s  related to i t s  legal cases 
and to i ts projec ts  and issues areas. 

The Killing of Karen Silkwood by Richard Rashke 
Houghton-Miffli n $ 1 2 .95 ( inc l .  postage & hi:lndl ing ) .  Hardbound . 198 1 .  
The Wash ington Pos t  t e rmed th is "an impressive and vita l new book"  
which is ' 'a chroni.c le tha t  mee ts a demanding tes t  of objec t iv i ty . "  In the 
t radi t ion of invest igat ive report ing ,  the book is doc umented from t rial 
t ranscr ip t s ,  pre - t r ial deposit ions ,  FBI documents ,  legal and other 
papers , and extensi ve i n t erviews . 

Who Killed Karen Silkwood? by Howard Kohn 
Summit $ 1 0 .95 ( incl postage & handl ing) Paperb.:i c k .  1 98 1 .  
Journal ist ,Jack Anderson describes th i s  book abou t the Si lkwood 
Case as "The inside s t ory of t he  case that became a crusade .  Solidly 
reported ,  sensi t ive ly to ld .  Danger and suspense on every page . A 
dramatic true- l i fe detec t ive yi:l rn . .  , 

Silkwood 
Brochure describ ing ac t re ss -p l,iywrigh t Jehane Dyllan's one -woman 
show. Inc ludes booking i nforma t ion . The Washing ton Pos t  said , 
' 'Silkwood is good thea ter, with a taut ly -wr i t ten scr ipt and an a rrest ing 
performance by Jehane Dyl lan . "  

Uranium Killed Joe. National Ci t i zens '  Hearings for Radiation 
Vict ims. 1980. $.50 ( incl udes postage ) .  This pamph let tells the story 
of Joe Harding , his physica l  d isab i l i t ies and death after 18  years of 
working at Union Carbide's uranium enric hment plant in Paducah , 
Kentuc ky. 

The Plutonium Culture: From Hiroshima to Harrisburg 
by Jim Garrison 

Continuum $ 15 .95 ( incl . postage & handl ing) . Hardbound. 1981  The 
author demonstrates that humankind has made a frightening leap into 
technology without making a corresponding leap in consciousness in 
human self-awareness and morali t y .  Beginning with the cultural c l imate 
in which t he atomic bomb was developed , to the Harrisburg tragedy, to 
the Karen Si lkwood Case , th is book tries to aid people in making that 
necessary leap in consc iousness and avoid the ul t imate t ragedies of a 
Plutonium Cult ure .  Garrison's humanist ic approach makes th is book 
"outstanding and unique , "  according to The Bloomsbury Reuiew. 

G reensboro Justice Fund Newsletter. $3 .00 for a year's subsc rip­
t ion ( inc ludes postage ) .  Issued every two months ,  th is news let ter 
conta ins upda tes on the sta tus  and act ions around the Greensboro 
Civi l Righ t s  Sui t .  

The Greensboro Massacre: Labor Under Fire. Greensboro 
Just ice Fund . 198 1 .  $ .50 ( includes postage ) .  Th is booklet examines 
the G reensboro Case wi t h  spec ia l  emphasis on the labor union act iv i ty 
of i ts f ive v ictims .  

The Third of November. Inst i t u t e  for Southern Studies . $3 .00 
( inc ludes postage ) .  Th is report conc ludes that the Ku Klux Klan a nd 
Naz i  gunmen who were accused of the G reensboro ki l l ings had an 
in t imi:lte a l l iance wi th the loca! dist ric t a t torney· and police offic ial s .  and 
tha t  the civi l  r igh ts  suit should be prosec u ted .  The Inst i tu te ,  headed by 
Jul ian Bond , is il pr iva te , non -profit corporation which monitors 
reports of c iv i l  l iber t ies  viola! ions . Ai though t h is study does not 
emphas ize the labor organiz ing motivat ion fo r the ki l l ings ,  i t  detai ls the 
events and , as  a group independent from the G reensboro Legal Team , 
it comes to s imi lar conc lusions .  

r----------------------------------------� --, 
Public Education Materials 

The Killing of Karen Silkwood by Ric hard R-:i shke 
___ copies at $ 12 .95 . . $ ____ _ 

Who Killed Karen Silkwood ? by Howard Koh n 
___ .copies at $ 10 . 45 . . . . . . . $ ____ _ 

Silkwood brochure on play by Jehcrne Dyl lan (free ) 
___ copies 

Uranium Killed Joe 
___ .copies at S .50 $ __ _ 

The Plutonium Culture: From Hirosh ima to Harrisburg 

by Jim Garr ison 
___ copies at $ 1 5 .95 

G reensboro Jus tice Fund Newsletter 

---�ubscript ions a t  $3 .00 . .  

The Greensboro Massacre: Labor Under Fire 

$----

$ __ _ 

___ copies at $ . 50 $ ____ _ 

The Third of November. Inst i t ute for Sou t hern Studies 
___ .copies at $3 .00 $ ____ _ 

The Christ ie Ins t i t ute is a non-profi t corpora tion which relies on the 
generosi ty of those who are a lso committed to ser ious social change 
As a public in terest  law f irm and p ubl ic ed ucation cen t e r ,  the Inst i tu te 
accep t s  no lega l fees and re l ies on grants  and contr ibu tions from 
groups and individua l s  to cover the e xpenses of its work . Contr ibut ions 
are tax deduc t ib le .  

Enc losed is a contri bu t ion of $ _______ to support 
the work of the Christ ie Insti tute . 

____ Plei:lse pu t  me on t he  mai l ing l ist to receive the Inst i t ute 
quarterly newsle t ter , Convergence, and other informat ion .  

NAME 

ADDRESS 

______________ ZlP CODE _____ _ 

Moil to .· Chr is t i c  Inst i t ute 
1324 N .  Capi to l  St . 
Washington,  D . C .  20002 

TOTAL $ __ 
�-----�---------�------------�-- - ---- ---------J 
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G reensboro, from p.3 
interested industries; 

* Disruption and infiltration of union and other political meetings; 
* Threats to and injury and murder of several labor organizers; 
* Covering up acts by falsifying records and committing perjury. 

Presently , the Justice Department is conducting an investigation to 
determine whether or not there is a basis for bringing civil rights 
c harges against the parties cited in the suit .  

In addition , on November 12 ,  198 1 ,  Congressman John Conyers, 
head of the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Criminal Justice ,  heard 
test imony on the G reensboro Case . The discussion of the Greensboro 

Greensboro Justice Fund Perspective On 
Justice Department Intervention 

The U .S .  Justice Department's motion for a protective order is an 
attempt to shield two of the participants and planners in the November 
3 ki l l ings from public disclosure of their knowledge about the attack .  
The Department claims t!-:::lt ccpos:bons b y  Caudle a:1d Dawson wou ld 
be a needless expense unti l  the court has passed on the val id ity of the 
suit against the federal offic ials named as defendants . 

However,  in fact ,  through the depositions, the vic t ims are provid ing 
it with the opportuni ty to do the invest igation and questioning i t  is 
charged to do by law and by public demand . For two years the 
Department has stalled the criminal prosec ution of those responsible 
for the shootings ,  despite the recommendations of U .S .  Attorney 
Michaux ,  despite the testimony before a Congressional subcommittee 
by Professor Van Alstyne , despite pressure from the people of 
Greensboro , despite demonstrations and peti tions across the country .  
Now i t  is spending taxpayers' money to try to prevent that investigation 
and questioning from taking place ,  and defending the same right-wing 
terrorists i t  is charged with prosec ut ing. 

As far as we can see , the Department's real reason for blocking 
depositions and sta l l ing the sui t  is concern for what Klansman/pol ice 
informant Dawson and Nazi Caudle have to say . What does the Justice 
Department have to hide? 

We deplore the fact that this federal agency is barricading the only 
remaining means of legal redress of c ivil rights' violations in G reens­
boro . I t  is an important precedent for the future of human rights in this 
country. As the Reagan adminis t ra t ion publicly denounces human 
righ ts' violations in Poland , its Justice Department defends polit ical 
violence in Greensboro. 
Dr .  Martha Nathan ,  M .D .  
Director, Greensboro Justice Fund 

CHRISTIC INSTITUTE 
1324 N. Capitol St. 
Washington, D .C .  20002 

Address Correction Requested 

violence surfaced as Conyers' subcommittee held its fourth hearing on 
increases in the number of racially -motivated and violent incidents 
around the country. Wil l iam Van Alstyne of the Duke University Law 
School , an e x-employee of the Justice Department and an expert on 
constitutional law , testified that the Justice Department had jurisdic­
tion to bring civi l  rights statutes and blamed the Department for not 
acting sooner . Conyers' summation of the testimony indicated that he 
thought federal charges should be brought but that his committee 

Dr. Martha Na than,  widow 
of G reensboro l.!ictim Dr. 
Michael Nathan, and Direc ­
tor of the Greensboro Jus­
tice Fund, with daughter, 
Leah. 

would wait unti l  the Justice Depart­
ment investigation was finished to take 
action . He states,  "I view this as a 
matter in which we have an interest in 
terms of the fact that racial violence has 
occurred . . .  It seems to me that some 
laws very likely were broken some­
where. I don't know how five people 
can be kil led and everybody can say 
'things are okay . '  That 's a stagger ing 
conclusion to come to. "  

I n  December ,  198 1 ,  the Greensboro 
legal  team attempted to move the suit 
closer to trial by scheduling depositions 
of Klansman/Greensboro police inform­
ant  Edward Dawson and Nazi Raeford 
Caudle . The Justice Department then 
filed a motion for a protective order to 
preve n t  these depos i t ions ,  on the 
grounds that  several motions to dis­
miss the suit should be heard before 
depositions are taken.  

r---------�-----�-�---, 
Greensboro Video Programs I 

The G reensboro murders were recorded on teleuision. A 
showing of this 30-minute i.!ideo tape and a speaker about the 
case can be arranged for by contact ing: 

The G reensboro Justice Fund 
853 Broadway, Room 1 912  
New York, NY 1 0003 
(212) 254 4695 

"Resiirgence: The mouement for Equality l.!S. the Ku Klux Klan"  
is a 56-minute film which contains a section on  Greensboro and 
h ighligh ts Klan ac tiuity a imed at stopping an ti-racis t  labor 
organizing. This film can be made auailable th rough the New 
York office of the Greensboro Justice Fund. 
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