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THIS BILL 
 

This bill will cut greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions, reduce toxic air pollution, bolster 

energy resilience, and support green jobs by 

promoting a faster and more equitable 

transition to zero emission vehicles (ZEV) in 

California. The bill simplifies and streamlines 

the process of applying for, receiving, and 

using state incentives for ZEVs, including 

allowing for their use at the point-of-sale to 

meet the needs of low- and moderate-income 

consumers. Additionally, the bill calls for 

increased construction of ZEV infrastructure, 

establishes goals for charging projects in 

disadvantaged and low-income communities, 

and gives preference to installations that 

minimize new demand on the state electric 

system, such as those powered by on-site 

photovoltaic solar and battery storage. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

Numerous state laws, executive orders, and 

agency regulations—including the 2017 

Climate Scoping Plan for 2030—establish goals 

for reducing emissions of both greenhouse 

gasses (GHG) and harmful air pollutants. Cars 

are a leading source of both types of emissions. 

Overall, our state’s transportation sector 

directly accounts for approximately 40 percent 

of total emissions in the state GHG inventory1. 

Tailpipe emissions are a leading contributor to 
                                                      
1 https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/ghg-inventory-data  
2 https://www.lung.org/research/sota/health-risks  

the concentration of toxic air pollutants such as 

ozone (smog) and fine particle pollution 

(PM2.5), which damage the heart and lungs 

and can lead to premature death.2  

 

While the state has made significant progress 

toward its climate and air quality goals, recent 

reports indicate that, "California’s greenhouse 

gas reduction program [will] miss its target of 

reducing carbon emissions by 40% below 1990 

levels by 2030, largely because of stubbornly 

high emissions from motor vehicles."3 

Concentrations of PM2.5 and ozone also 

remain high in many California counties; 

nearly 40% have higher PM2.5 levels than the 

state has deemed safe, and more than 70% 

exceed safe ozone standards. Air pollution 

levels and associated health impacts tend to be 

highest in major urban areas and lower-income 

inland areas. 

 

Transitioning from internal combustion engine 

vehicles to zero and near-zero emission 

vehicles is already part of the state's 2030 

climate plan and can greatly reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions as well as 

concentrations of harmful air pollutants. 

However, Californians are not making this 

transition at the necessary pace to reach our 

goals. Studies show that two primary barriers 

to ZEV adoption remain at the forefront of 

consumers' minds: cost and availability of 

public charging infrastructure.4  

3 https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-

alert/article257194597.html  
4 https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/focus/future-of-

mobility/electric-vehicle-trends-2030.html  
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Numerous California incentive programs, 

including the Clean Cars for All Program 

(CC4A), the Clean Vehicle Rebate Program 

(CVRP), the Clean Vehicle Assistance Program 

(CVAP), and the Clean Fuel Rewards Program 

(CFRP) address the cost concern, but the rebate 

process is confusing, time-consuming, and 

generally inaccessible for customers, as a 

climate advisor to Gov. Newsom recently 

acknowledged.5 Furthermore, consumers 

remain hesitant to adopt ZEV technology given 

the scarcity of public charging infrastructure, 

particularly in low-income communities. 

 

PURPOSE 
SB 1230 directs CARB to bundle existing clean 

car financial incentive programs into a single, 

simplified application and web portal and 

transforms state ZEV financial incentives into 

point-of-sale rebates that make sense for low- 

and moderate-income Californians. It also 

expands the number of incentive programs 

that support mobility options, such as e-bikes 

and public transit, for low-income residents.  

 

The legislation initiates the rapid build out of 

new electric vehicle charging infrastructure, 

with priority given to construction in 

disadvantaged communities and chargers that 

incorporate solar energy and battery-storage.  

This historic investment in clean infrastructure 

will create good-paying jobs in the near-term 

                                                      
5 https://www.govtech.com/fs/simplifying-ev-incentives-could-

boost-adoption-in-california  

and grow the skilled and trained workforce we 

will need well into the future. 

 

SUPPORT 
Romero Institute (co-sponsor) 

Dolores Huerta Foundation (co-sponsor) 

Let’s Green CA! (co-sponsor) 
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