
June 13, 2022

Assembly Member Laura Friedman, Chair
Assembly Transportation Committee
1020 N Street Room 112
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Senate Bill 1230  — Zero-emission and Near-zero Emission Vehicle Incentive Programs —
SUPPORT

Dear Honorable Committee Chair Friedman,

We, the undersigned, write to express our support for SB 1230 (Limón), which would cut
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, reduce toxic air pollution, improve public health, and support
green jobs. SB 1230 accomplishes these objectives by improving and expanding existing state
programs to promote a faster and more equitable transition to zero emission vehicles (ZEV).

Today, California’s transportation sector represents 40 percent1 of our state’s GHG emissions.
While we’ve made progress in lessening carbon pollution, tailpipe emissions from fossil
fuel-powered cars remain stubbornly high. In fact, a 2021 state auditor report found that
transportation sector emissions have actually increased in recent years.2 Unless we rapidly
change course, we’re on track to miss our 2030 climate goals and lose out on a window of
opportunity to prevent the worst impacts of the climate crisis.

Tailpipe emissions are not only warming our planet, they’re making Californians sick. Emissions
from fossil fuel-powered cars are a leading contributor to the concentration of toxic air pollutants
such as ozone (smog) and fine particle pollution (PM2.5), which damage the heart and lungs
and can lead to premature death.3 Air pollution levels and associated health impacts tend to be
highest in major urban areas and lower-income inland areas: a clear environmental injustice.

Transitioning from internal combustion engine vehicles to zero and near-zero emission vehicles
is already part of the state's 2030 climate plan. This transition will greatly reduce greenhouse
gas emissions as well as concentrations of harmful air pollutants. However, Californians are not
making this transition at the necessary pace to reach our goals. Studies show that cost remains
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one of the primary barriers to ZEV adoption.4 Numerous California incentive programs address
this cost concern, but the rebate process is confusing, time-consuming, and generally
inaccessible for customers, as a climate advisor to Gov. Newsom recently acknowledged.5

SB 1230 simplifies and streamlines existing clean car financial incentive programs into a single,
simplified application and web portal. It calls for faster approval timelines and allows all incentive
monies to be used at the point-of-sale. This is important for low-income residents, who don’t
have the expendable income to pay increased costs now and receive rebates later.

We respectfully encourage you to cast an “aye” vote on SB1230 to accelerate California’s
equitable transition to clean cars.

Sincerely,

Alphabetical endorsement list follows.
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