
“I love beyond breath, beyond 
reason, beyond love’s own 

power of loving.”

— Cyrano de Bergerac

Directed and Adapted by Judith Allen

Playing in the Park at Columbine Health Systems 
(Centre Avenue & Worthington Circle)

JULY 8 – JULY 30, 2022
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Become a sustaining member today, 

and help YOUR Community Radio Station 
THRIVE.

 
On Air at 88.9 FM locally

Stream worldwide  on www.krfcfm.org 
970.221.5075

   LIVE     
   LOCAL    
GLOBAL 

 

Fight direction + weapons provided in part by

www.shihanfineknives.com



OpenStage Theatre & Company is a member of Theatre 

Communications Group, the national organization of 

not-for-profit professional theatres.

Sydney Parks Smith 

Producing Artistic 

Director

Bruce and Denise 

Freestone 

Founders

Directed and Adapted by Judith Allen
Fight Direction by Ambrose Ferber

Scenic Design by Dennis Madigan
Costume Design by Rebecca Spafford

Properties Design Susan Rogers
Sound Design by Grant Putney

Specialty Make-up Design by Victoria Villalobos

Morgan Willits, Assistant Director/Co-Stage Manager
Alana Eisemann, Co-Stage Manager

Sydney Parks Smith, Production Manager
Caleb Gilbert, Technical Director

July 8 to July 30, 2022
Fridays and Saturdays · 7:00pm

Sundays · July 10 and July 17 · 7:00pm
Student Performance · July 7 · 7:00pm

Pay-What-You-Can Performance · July 7 · 7:00pm
FAB Friday · July 29 · 7:00pm

Sponsored by

The Park at Columbine Health Systems
Centre Avenue & Worthington Circle · Fort Collins, Colorado

OPENSTAGE THEATRE & COMPANY PRESENTS



2021–2022 SEASON | CYRANO DE BERGERAC

CAST
Cyrano de Bergerac............................................................................Ambrose Ferber

Roxane....................................................................................................Nicole Gardner

Christian de Neuvillette........................................................................Johnie Rankin

Comte de Guiche/Porte de Nesle Ambusher...................................... James Burns

Rageuneau.....................................................................................................Steven Fox

La Bret/Porte de Nesle Ambusher.....................................................Cisco Saavedra

Valvert/Porte de Nesle Ambusher/Carbon........................................... Daniel Muth

Ligniere/Man in Crowd/Porte de Nesle Ambusher/

Poet/Cadet/Musician............................................................................ Molly McGuire

Bellarose/Montfleury/Poet/Cadet/Monk..................................Nathaniel Gillespie

Orange Girl/Duenna/Cadet/Bertrandou............................................. Susan Rogers

Brisaille/Lise/Musician/Cadet/Sister Cecile........................................Ashley Salehi

Cuigy/Cadet/Poet/Sister Marguerite.............................................Juniper McKelvie

Swing for Roxane...................................................................................Brikai Cordova

Swing for Christian de Neuvillette / Ensemble.................................... Kamil Qahar

CAST |  TIME |  PL ACE

TIME & PLACE

17th Century, Paris

Play is approximately 90 minutes with no intermission

Prologue: A church cemetery, Paris, France, July, 1656 

Act I, sc. 1: A theater in the Hotel de Bourgogne, Paris, France. Early spring, 1640 

Act I, sc. 2: The avenue along the Porte de Nesle. Paris, France. Late the same evening

Act II: Bakery of Rageuneau, Paris, France. The next day. Early spring, 1640

Act III: Residence of Madeline Robin, known as Roxane, Paris, France. June, 1640

Act IV: The Siege of Arras. Northern France. August, 1640

Act V: A Convent. Paris, France. July, 1655  



RAIN POLICY

In case of inclement weather, we will hold the performance for 10 to 20 

minutes before canceling. If a performance is canceled due to weather, 

audience members may exchange their ticket stubs for another performance 

through the Lincoln Center box office, 970.221.6730.

Master Carpenter........................................................................................Caleb Gilbert

Master Electrician.......................................................................................Grant Putney

Head Seamstress/Wardrobe Supervisor........................................Rebecca Spafford

Scenic Painters...................................................................James Burns, Caleb Gilbert

Sound Engineer...........................................................................................Grant Putney

Properties Supervisor............................................................................... Susan Rogers

Fight Captain/Weapons Master............................................................... James Burns

Properties Assistance.............................................................................. Molly McGuire

Assistant Seamstress................................................................................... Callie Hartel

Assistant Fight Captain..........................................................................Cisco Saavedra

Carpenters................. Andrew Cole, Jesse Gilbert, Larry Kline, Jessica MacMaster,

James Meyers, Susan Rogers, Harry Smith, Byron Thomas

Company Dramaturg........................................................................... Corinne Wieben 

Company Photographers............................... Kate Austin-Gröen, Steve Finnestead,

Joe Hovorka, Brian Miller, Aubrey Stalnaker

Company Videographer..................................................................... Steve Finnestead

Graphic Designer.....................................................................................Brys Scotland	

Set-In Crew.........................Judith Allen, Ezra Beecher, Jan Buecher, James Burns,

Andrew Cole, Alana Eisemann, Ambrose Ferber, Steven Fox, Nicole Gardner,

Nathaniel Gillespie, David Grinnell, Molly McGuire, Grant Putney,

Johnie Rankin, Nic Rhodes, Susan Rogers, Cisco Saavedra, Steven Sickles,

Lindsey Stavile, Byron Thomas, Morgan Willits

PRODUCTION STAFF |  RAIN POLICY
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Creative &
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Freelance Graphic Design and 
UI/UX services. Custom digital 
and oil paintings.
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Isn’t it funny how some things just come around at the time they are meant to? 

Over 25 years ago, I had the idea to do an adaptation of Cyrano de Bergerac. 

“I made a draft and peddled it around, but no one was interested in producing 

it—too large of a cast and too many fighting skill requirements.” I kept that draft, 

edited it a couple of times over the years, and finally threw it in the trash a few 

years ago in a fit of downsizing. And then a year ago, I entered into a conversation 

with our wonderful Producing Artistic Director who asked me if I would have 

an interest in either of a couple of plays for the summer slot in the season. One 

of the titles she mentioned was Cyrano and I think I broke her eardrum in my 

enthusiasm. Could we adapt and stage a small cast outdoor summer production 

of Rostand’s massive classic? “Sure,” I said (Remind me not to say that again!). 

Then we had to find a Cyrano, and into our lives walked a fabulous man who I 

love and admire as a consummate professional and a friend. I found a cast of 

some of the most dedicated and hard working actors and designers a director 

could hope for, folks that always go the extra mile without a grumble. A year 

later and here we are. I love this story on so many levels. I love Rostand’s wit, his 

understanding of the human heart, our perceptions of ourselves and the world 

around us, and the choices we make that alter our life’s path irrevocably. We 

thank him for his gift of a fabulous story that has lasted centuries. We are thrilled 

to share it with you tonight. Please enjoy.

– Judith Allen, 

Director

FROM THE DIRECTOR

mailto:brys%40openstage.com?subject=Advertising%20with%20OpenStage
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Performance Sponsors

Larry Fenske and Wendy Warren

Joe and Kirsten Hovorka

Dr. Mark Jackson, Jackson 
Eyecare

Marlin May, Voice Over Artist 
and Audiobook Narrator

Chet and Patt Moore

 

The Harland and Maryann 
Ranney Gifting Fund

Sara Wade and Aaron Reid

Monty and Crezell Wilburn

Underwriters

Gary & Carol Ann 

HIXON
Costumes, Sense & 

Sensibility

Kathleen 

WINDER
The Acting Company, Agatha Christie’s 

Murder on the Orient Express

Sydney & Harry 

SMITH
The Acting Company, 
Cyrano de Bergerac

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE FOR CYRANO DE BERGERAC

SPONSORS

Red Carpet Sponsor

Producing Sponsors

Season Sponsors

Producing Sponsors

Supporting Sponsors

SPONSORS

Supporting Sponsors

Mike & Marsha 

MARBERRY
Cyrano de Bergerac

Ken & Carol 

SEVERSON
Sense and Sensibility Agatha Christie’s Murder 

on the Orient Express
Sense and Sensibility Cyrano de BergeracAgatha Christie’s Murder 

on the Orient Express

Mike & Marsha 

MARBERRY
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EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
($10,000 and above)
City of Fort Collins Fort Fund
Downtown Development Authority
Warren & Zoann Little Dusenbury 
Charitable Trust
The Shuttered Venue Operators Grant

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous
John and Anne Blair
Community Foundation of Northern 
Colorado
El Pomar Foundation Grants Program
The Henderson Foundation
Thornton Charitable Foundation

PRODUCER
($2,000-$4,999)
Edwards Family Trust of the Community 
Foundation of Northern Colorado
Forma Furniture
The Mostlies

DIRECTOR
($1,000-$1,999)
Robert & Jessica Crow, Robert Crow 
Realtor
Gary & Carol Ann Hixon Family Fund of 
the Community Foundation
Stephen Vertucci & Starla Kovar, The Law 
Office of Stephen Vertucci LLC
Lory & Bernard Levinger
Marsha & Mike Marberry
Mary Pat McCurdie, Trois Coeurs 
Foundation
Poudre Pet Feed and Supply
Sydney & Harry Smith
Ross A. & Madeline D. Thompson
Kathleen Winder
Michael Yourshaw

DESIGNER
($500-$999)
Jessica Leatherman & James Burns
Community First Foundation Colorado 
Gives Fund
Thomas and Nancy D’Albergaria
Mary Freese
Joe & Kirsten Hovorka
Dr. Mark D. Jackson, Jackson Eyecare
Chet and Patt Moore
Jill Vesty & Mark Neagle
Judith J. Plows
Harland and Mary Ann Ranney Charitable 
Fund
George Ross
Kevin & Judy Shaw
Cynthia L. Stansfield
Sara Wade & Aaron Reid
Larry Fenske & Wendy Warren
Monty & Crezell Wilburn
Jennifer Woelk

STARRING ROLE
($250-$499)
Joyce Butcher
David Bye
DeL Corazon Family Fund
Steve &  Karen Dornseif
Paul and Katherine Dudzinski Fund of 
the Community Foundation of Northern 
Colorado
Bruce & Denise Freestone
Nicole Gawronski
Mercedes Gil & Joe Bakel
Christina & Brian Grossman
Sanford Kulkin
Phillippa Lack
Roger Sherman &  Mary Lucas
Robert & Jessica MacMaster
Marlin May
Gavin & Laura McMeeking
Marie & Peter O’Neill
OtterCares Foundation
Susan Rogers & David Haimson
Heidi Shukert
Karen & Bob Streeter
Sara Streight
Debbie Swann
Ken and Marty Tharp
Peter and Frances Way
Dan Weitz
A-Young & Robert Woody

CHORUS LINE
($75-$249)
Amanda R. & Jim M. Adams
Judi Allen
Tom & Elaine Anderson
Elizabeth Baugh
Phillip Baugh
Daphne Bear
Bruce & Andrea Bergquist
Jennifer Bray
Brenneman Family
Susan & Jeff Bricker
Lyn Brown R.K. &  M.M Brown Living Trust
Kate Browne
Cory & Shelly Carroll
Karen Christophersen & Lex Krausz
Mark R. Colhour
Martha Conant
Pattie Cowell & Sheryl Pomering
Mary Crow
Maggie Cummings (in memory of Aaron 
Burns)
Mac Danford
Mitzi Davis
Mike Farley
Carolsue Fenwick
Ellen & James Freudenberg
Bryn Frisina
Teresa & Roger Funke
Robert Godwin
Ruth Friedman & Bill Gottlieb
Kathy Graybill

Susan Grebel
Gary & Mary Halcomb
Brian & Bonnie Hallisey
Kathy Hayes
Robin Haywood
Elizabeth Harrison & Craig Heacock
John & Bonnie Helgeson
Lynda Hoffmann
Carol & Harvey Hotto
Jeff & Amy Hughes
Sondra Iverson 
Raju & Maya Jairam
Jaccie Kitts
Debbie Klein
Jacqui Zipser & Holger Kley 
Katherine Woods & Christopher Koziol
David & Diana Larson
Denise LaRue & Stephen Weintraub
Roy & Kathy Leonard
Thomas & Carolyn Lloyd
Nidia Luna
Laura MacWaters
Michael Maller
Jonas McKinley
Lisa Metzgar
Aaron Miller & Carin Avila
Bill Moorcroft
Debby Morgan
Amber Morse
Jean Muirhead
Sarah Nelson
Cara Neth
Jennifer Neuwald
Sally Dunphy
Walter Jacob Offen
Kurt Olender
Jaculynn Panuska
Thomas and Mary Peck
William and Shara Handley Pool
Bob Pownall
Pat Crotzer & Lori Rock
Sally Runions
Joel & Barbara Rutstein
Brys Scotland
James A. Scudamore
Richard & Peggy Shannon 
Steven P. Sickles
Abigail Simpson
Gordon A. Smith
Tiana Song
Lindsay Steele-Idem
Edith Matesic &  Mike Swindle
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Sally Thoms
Wendelyn True
Dan Tschirhart 
Amelia & Scott Tuttle 
Richard Voigt
Peter & Katherine Wallskog
Larry & Nancy Weaver
Carol Webster
Patricia Olian Weintraub

2021–2022 OPENSTAGE DONORS
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Corinne Wieben
Victoria Wieben
Wendy Wilbor
Con & Rhonda Woodall
Kim and Lou Anne Yee
York, the Red Lion
Jean and John Yule

STAGEHAND
($25-$74)
Carly Ackerman
Melody Adams
Summer Alameel
Kate & David Austin-Groen
Robert C. Bach
Taber & Shelton Baise
Kindra Baker
Carol & John Baldo
James Bert
Dennis Bigelow
Peter Bockhorst
Laura Brieser-Smith
Gregory & Glenna Brissey
Broadcom
Gloria Bucher
Gerald & Jane Button
Rachel Cashin
Dianne Cheney
Nick Clements
Kay Collins
Theresa Cordova
James Davies, Choice Plus Insurance
Mary M. Davis
Dr. Ann Donoghue
Nancy Eason
Joan Ewing 
Judy Filusch
Ann B. Foorman

Deborah French
Mike &  Robin Gard
Esther & Ben Goldman
James Haas
Samantha Hamman
Lynn Higley
Dona & Stephen Horne
Connie Hull
Sara Hunt
Jeff Icenhower
Wendy Ishii
Gina C. Janett
Sydney Johnson
Sandra Jones
Jennifer Kathol
Karen Kayser
Marie Krizanovic
Jessica Kroupa
Michele Lier
Ronnie & Dan Lipp
Linda Lloyd
Lou Grit 
Gilda Mark
Vickie Martinkus
Tony & Cathy Martino 
Marguerite Matthews
Joannah Merriman & Neil Petrie
Susan Miller & Chuck Rhoades
Giles Morris
Vicki Fogel Mykles & Donald K. Mykles
Eric and Christine Napelbaum
Brent Nittmann
Julie Norrgard
Walter Jacob Offen
Lee Kaplan
Rebecca Parish
Mike Perry

Barbara Peterson
Lisa Peterson
Janet Pierce
Elizabeth Pruessner
Jodi Quass
Bradley Quinton
Ann Reichhardt
Barbara Rose
James Rose
Jennier Sajbel
Jean Sanfacon
Catherine SanFillippo
Carol Seemueller
Cheryl Sheppard
Priscilla Siano
Colleen Crosson & Mark Sloniker
Joe Slowiak
Michael Smilie & Midge Toomey
Joseph Emil Somodi III
Deborah A. Spaulding
Donna Story & Pat Blackis
Lauren Sullivan
Shelly Terry
William Timpson
Dan Tschirhart
Wendy Turner
Pamela Wade
Marguerite Wagner
Vicki L. Ward
Karen Warren
Kim & Tyler Weston
Gregory & Susan White
Kathleen & William Whitley
Kurt & Julie Woolner
Ellen Yastrow
Debbie Young
Karl Zeller

DONORS

SUPPORT FOR THE 2021–2022 SEASON PROVIDED BY GRANTS FROM

Shuttered Venue 
Operators 

GRANT

OPENSTAGE THEATRE’S 
STUDENT PROGRAMMING 
IS SUPPORTED BY A 
GRANT FROM:

CURTAIN RAISERS

Our Curtain Raiser Club Members set up a simple monthly donation as an easy and affordable way to be part of creating theatre that 
captures the hearts and minds of Northern Colorado. Become a member today at openstage.com.

Cory & Shelly Carroll
Sally Dunphy
Bruce & Denise Freestone

Jessica Leatherman & James Burns
Roger Sherman & Mary Lucas
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COMPANY LIST

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

COMPANY OFFICERS

COMPANY MEMBERS

Bas Meindertsma 

President

Sara Wade 

Vice President

Tim Jordan 

Treasurer

Jessica Emerling Crow 

Secretary

Sydney Parks Smith 

Producing Artistic Director

Jessica Kroupa 

Finance/Development Manager

Brys Scotland 

Creative/Marketing Manager

Caleb Gilbert 

Technical Director

Kelby Jakober 

Social Media/Administrative Assistant

Sydney Johnson 

Company Representative to the Board

Bryn Frisina 

Company Manager

Jessica MacMaster 

Company Secretary

Toni Alexander

Judith Allen

Kiernan Angley

Peter Anthony

Hannah Armstong

Kate Austin-Gröen

David Austin-Gröen

Joe Bakel

Carla Brookman

James Brookman

Dave Brookman

Jan Buecher

James Burns

Greg Clark

Andrew Cole

Brikai Cordova

Jeanne Criswell

Jessica Emerling Crow

Maggie Cummings

Thom D’Albergaria

Ken Fenwick

Ambrose Ferber

Charlie Ferrie

Steve Finnestead

Denise Burson Freestone

Jessica V. Freestone

Bruce K. Freestone

Bryn Frisina

Brian Gabel

Nicole Gawronski

Mercedes Gil

Brenna Freestone Gilbert

Caleb Gilbert

Michael Gorgan

David Grinnell

Kirsten Hovorka

Joe Hovorka

Kelby Jakober

Teal Jandrain

Starla Kovar

Jack Krause

Jessica Kroupa

Chris Lanphear

Kathy Leonard

Shannon Nicole Light

Jessica MacMaster

Dennis Madigan

Marlin May

Molly McGuire

Bas Meindertsma

Brian Miller

Darlene Morse

Dan Muth

Grant Putney

Bill Roellig

Susan Rogers

Brys Scotland

Duane Sawyer

L. Michael Scovel

Roger Sherman

Steven P. Sickles

Sydney Parks Smith

Rebecca Spafford

Briana Sprecher-Kinneer

Aubrey Stalnaker

Debbie Swann

Morgan Taylor

Louise F. Thornton

Dan Tschirhart

Victoria Villalobos

Frances Way

Corinne Wieben

Con Woodall

Nancy York

Jennifer Bray Sydney Johnson Andrew Kumar Stephen Vertucci Victoria Villalobos
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COMPANY LIST

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Maggie Albanese

Jeff Barina

Kathryn Barnett

Elizabeth Baugh

Phillip Baugh

Jennifer R. Bray

Bob Criswell

Nancy D’Albergaria

Mason Dill

Alana Eisemann

Emily Erkman

Becky Evans

Steven Fox

Bruce Gammonley

Aaron Gandy

Nicole Gardner

Nathaniel Gillespie

Esther Goldman

Ariel Greenspoon

Callie Hartel

Bryan Hill

Jeff Jesmer

Sydney Johnson

Stevie Jorgenson

Elise Kulovany

Dave Livinghouse

Dave Miller

Akolotu Moeloa

Juniper McKelvie

Kamil Qahar

Noah Racey

Katie Yeager Rothstein

Matthew Rothstein

Kaya Rudolph

Cisco Saavedra

Ashley Salehi

Angie Simmons

Tiana Song

Tabitha Tyree

Sara Wade

David Walters

Victor Walters

Cameron Warren

Kim Weston

Tyler Weston

Brian Wilcox

Ryan Wilke-Braun

Morgan Willits

SPECIAL THANKS TO

•	 Debut Theatre 
Company

•	 Canyon Concert Ballet

•	 The Downtown 
Development Authority

•	 Fort Collins Children’s 
Theatre

•	 Mawson Lumber and 
Hardware

•	 Opera Fort Collins

•	 Safeway 

•	 Target

•	 Jan Buecher

•	 David Grinnell

         FCCT Presents:

https://www.fortcollinschildrenstheatre.org/on-stage


JUDITH ALLEN, 
Director,  served 
for over two 
decades as the 
Associate Artistic 
Director for 
OpenStage Theatre 
and is an award-
winning director, 
actress, and 

designer. She most recently appeared 
as Princess Dragomiroff in Openstage’s 
Murder on the Orient Express, Clairee 
in Steel Magnolias and is a recent 
recipient of the BroadwayWorld (Denver 
Region) nod for Best Supporting 
Actress for her role as Mattie Fae 
Aiken in August Osage County. Judi 
was the first recipient of the Shela 
Jennings Award for Theatre Excellence 
(OpenStage, 2017) and has directed 
OpenStage productions of Noises Off 
(OpenStage OPUS Award/Best Play and 
Best Director and Denver Post Ovation 
nominee/Best Comedy), The Drawer 
Boy (OPUS/Best Play and Best Director), 
and Romeo and Juliet (OPUS/Best 
Director) among others. Some favorite 
roles with OpenStage have been Chris 
in Neil Simon’s Rumors (OPUS nominee 
and Denver Post Ovation Award/Best 
Supporting Actress) and the Nurse in 
the 2014 production of Romeo and 
Juliet (OPUS/Best Actress). Judi is also 
an award-winning makeup artist and 
the 2001 recipient of the OpenStage 
Founders’ Award for outstanding 
contributions to the Company.

AMBROSE FERBER, 
Cyrano de 
Bergerac / Fight 
Director, returns 
to OpenStage for 
his first on-stage 
performance in 
17 years, after 
playing Miles 
in The Drawer 

Boy in 2005, also directed by Judith 
Allen. He served as Fight Director for 
Sherwood in 2021. Ambrose landed his 
first role when he was five, playing The 
Injured Boy in a Commedia Dell’arte 
his father wrote. Since then, he has 
performed throughout the southwest, 
recently as Benedick for Santa Fe’s 
Shakespeare’s production of Much Ado 
About Nothing, Earl of Kent in King 
Lear, and the Earl of Worcester in Henry 
IV Part 1, both for the International 
Shakespeare Center’s Company. Other 
favorites include Picasso in Picasso 
at the Lapin Agile, John Hancock in 
1776, and Lucas Brickman in Laughter 
on the 23rd Floor. Ambrose is also 
an accomplished fight director, with 
credits including Cyrano de Bergerac (a 
different one), Les Miserables, several 
Macbeths, Extremities, The Effect, and 
approximately 276 Romeo and Juliets. 
He has also appeared in several movies 
and television shows, usually playing 
some kind of cop. He currently resides 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico, with his 
wife, Bex, and their two amazing kids, 
Fiona and Sam. Ambrose dedicates this 
performance to his late father, who 
really loved Cyrano, and always wanted 
to see his son play the role somewhere 
other than the kitchen.

BIOS



NICOLE 
GARDNER, 
Roxane, is 
thrilled to make 
her OpenStage 
debut. She 
recently graduated 
with Bachelors 
degrees in Theatre 
Performance and 

English from Colorado State University. 
Some of her favorite roles include Slut 
in Fire Drill, Cobweb in A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, and Florence in The Odd 
Couple: Female Version. Nicole would 
like to thank her wonderful director and 
castmates, as well as the production 
staff, for making this experience so 
magical. She’d also like to thank her 
family and friends, for always supporting 
her, and her partner, Johnie Rankin, for 
his unwavering commitment to her and 
her craft. She is honored to share this 
story with you.

JOHNIE RANKIN, 
Christian de 
Neuvillette, 
is thrilled to 
be making his 
OpenStage debut 
with Cyrano 
De Bergerac! A 
technical theatre 
artist by trade, he 

served as Assistant Technical Director 
for Idaho State University and The Utah 
Festival of Opera and Musical Theatre 
before moving to Fort Collins. Around 
here, he can most often be found 
behind the scenes, serving as the Master 
Carpenter for the School of Music, 
Theatre, and Dance at Colorado State 
University, as well as with the crew of 
The Lincoln Center. On stage, some of 
his favorite roles include playing Jim 
Hawkins in Treasure Island, Mercutio 

in Romeo and Juliet: Choose Your 
Own Ending, and The Knave in Two 
Gentleman of Leboswki. Johnie would 
like to thank his fellow cast members 
and OpenStage, his beloved students 
and faculty/staff members at CSU, his 
colleagues at The Lincoln Center, friends 
& family, and above all the leading lady 
of his life, on and off stage, our very own 
Roxane, Nicole Gardner.

JAMES BURNS, 
Comte de Guiche/
Porte de Nesle 
Ambusher/Scenic 
Artist, graduated 
from CSU with a 
degree in Theatre 
Arts in 1997. He 
worked at the 
Arvada Center 
during the 2000, 

2001, and 2002 seasons as a scenic 
painter and technician before moving 
to New York City. He stage managed 
On Love and Lies and Square One at 
the 2004 Edinburgh Fringe Festival, and 
Box of Fools for the 2005 American 
Living Room Festival in NYC. Since 
moving back to Fort Collins in 2010, 
James has worked extensively with 
both OpenStage Theatre and Bas Bleu 
as an actor, fight choreographer, and 
scenic artist. He appeared onstage 
most recently as Benedick in Much 
Ado About Nothing, Phillip Lombard 
in And Then There Were None, Steve 
Heidebrecht in August: Osage County, 
Petruchio in The Taming of the Shrew, 
The Husband in Stage Kiss, Austin in 
True West, and Sharky in The Seafarer, 
all with OpenStage Theatre. In addition, 
James co-directed Sherwood: The 
Adventures of Robin Hood, OpenStage 
etcetera’s productions of Fool for Love 
and Christmas Chaos. He sends thanks 
to his wife, Jessica, and love to his 
daughters, Scarlett and Sterling.

BIOS



STEVEN G. FOX, 
Rageuneau, is 
ecstatic to be 
working with 
OpenStage again. 
Steven’s most 
recent credits 
with OpenStage 
include Mitchell in 
Cry It Out and as 

Ensemble in Ken Ludwig’s Sherwood: 
The Adventures of Robin Hood. He has 
just completed the final edit on a film 
he produced through his company 
Factor Five Films, in collaboration with 
OpenStage’s own Peter Anthony, a 
re-imagining of William Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth entitled Peter Anthony’s: 
Sleep No More. He recently completed 
his journalism major at CU Boulder 
with honors via his thesis project, 
wherein he created an interactive 
documentary called Breaking the Bard 
which examines the works of William 
Shakespeare through the prism of the 
historical context and social constructs 
that influenced his plays. Steven thanks 
you for joining us and hopes you find 
joy and laughter with this evening’s 
entertainment.

CISCO SAAVEDRA, 
La Bret/Port de 
Nesle Ambusher, is 
incredibly excited 
to be returning 
to the stage after 
five years away 
and joining the 
OpenStage family 
along with Fort 

Collins theatre world at large. He was 
last seen as Benedick in Southwest 
Shakespeare Company’s production 
of Much Ado About Nothing. Other 
favorite roles have included Mace in 
The Elaborate Entrance of Chad Deity 

with Stray Cat Theatre, that time he got 
to play both Darth Vader and Macbeth 
in a stage combat performance (long 
story), Hamlet in Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern are Dead, and MacDuff in 
Macbeth.

DAN MUTH, 
Valvert/Porte de 
Nesle Ambusher/
Carbon, first began 
acting in 2010 
while working 
for the town of 
Wellington. After 
ten years with the 
town, he realized 

he needed to make a change, so he 
went back to school at Front Range 
Community College, where he took an 
acting class on a whim. He fell in love 
with it and has been acting ever since. 
Dan’s first production was Immortality 
under the direction of Peter Anthony. 
He has performed with OpenStage in 
Sherwood as Sir Guy of Gisbourne, 
The Three Musketeers as D’Artagnan, 
Fool For Love as Martin, Journey To 
The West as The Monkey King, and 
Orphans as Phillip. Dan performed in 
FRCC’s productions of Macbeth and 
A Streetcar Named Desire. He also 
featured in Bas Bleu’s Readers’ Theatre 
production of Our House. Dan has 
worked in independent film and has a 
couple of years of ballet training, having 
performed twice in The Nutcracker.

MOLLY MCGUIRE, 
Ligniere/Port de 
Nesle Ambusher/
Poet/Cadet/
Musician/
Properties 
Assistant, first 
performed with 
OpenStage 
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Theatre in 2004 in The Women. She 
began performing with the Company 
again in 2014 when she appeared as 
Nerine in Scapin. Since then she has 
appeared with OpenStage as Beatrice in 
The Servant of Two Masters, Millicent/
Laurie in Stage Kiss, Danielle in 
Ultimate Beauty Bible, Suzanne in Don’t 
Dress for Dinner, in the Ensemble of 
Christmas Chaos, Dromio of Syracuse 
in The Comedy of Errors, Conrade in 
Much Ado About Nothing, Angela in 
Natural Shocks, and Fanny Dashwood/
Lucy Steele/Lady Middleton/Gossip in 
Sense and Sensibility. She is excited 
to be working with the amazing cast 
of Cyrano and would like to thank the 
entire cast, staff, and crew for their 
unwavering support. Also, Molly would 
like to take this opportunity to give 
her heartfelt thanks to her OpenStage 
family; their support and love has 
helped her immensely this last year.

NATHANIEL 
GILLESPIE, 
Bellarose/
Montfleury/Poet/
Cadet/Monk, is 
a newcomer to 
OpenStage, but 
not a newcomer to 
theatre. Nathaniel 
graduated from 

Hastings College (Hastings, NE) in 2003 
with a BA in Theatre. From his teenage 
years through his early 20’s, Nathaniel 
was steadily involved in many Theatre 
productions, be it for school or in his 
local Picketwire Theater in La Junta, 
CO. Personal highlights of his theatre 
career are Eugene Jerome in Biloxi 
Blues, Pseudolus in A Funny Thing 
Happened on the Way to the Forum, 
and the voice of Audrey II in Little 

Shop of Horrors. Though Nathaniel 
moved to Fort Collins in 2006 with the 
intent of becoming more involved with 
live theatre, life lead him in another 
direction and it took over 15 years to 
get back on stage. He is very happy to 
be performing again and hopes to keep 
doing so for many more years.

SUSAN ROGERS, 
Orange Girl/
Duenna/Cadet/
Bertrandou/
Properties 
Designer, has 
worked both 
on- and off-
stage in the Fort 
Collins theatre 

community. She has designed props for 
OpenStage and Fort Collins Children’s 
Theatre and has appeared in Fort 
Collins Children’s Theatre musicals 
and Opera Fort Collins productions. 
She composed incidental music for 
Reasons: The House Burned Down 
and OpenStage Theatre’s Stage Kiss. 
Favorite roles include Cogsworth in 
Beauty and the Beast, Mrs. Gloop in 
Willy Wonka, Bill Jukes in Peter Pan, 
Mole in Wind in the Willows, and 
Mother Superior in The Sound of Music. 
Susan studied vocal performance at the 
University of Colorado and Colorado 
State University and teaches singing, 
performs in nursing homes and sings 
vintage popular tunes with the Mont 
Alto Ragtime and Tango Orchestra, and 
with her dance band, The Exuberant 
Quartet. In the dark, cold months Susan 
is an adaptive ski instructor.
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ASHLEY SALEHI, 
Brisaille/Lise/
Musician/Cadet/
Sister Cecile, is 
new to OpenStage 
and could not be 
more excited. She 
began performing 
early in life and 
hasn’t stopped 

since. Her most notable roles have 
been Kathy Seldon in Singin’ in the 
Rain, Elsa Schraeder in The Sound of 
Music, Baroness Bomburst in Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang, a featured dancer 
in The Little Mermaid, and a Chimney 
Sweep in Mary Poppins. While there 
is significantly less tap dancing in this 
show than she is used to, Ashley is 
so overjoyed to be involved. It truly is 
an incredible show performed by an 
immensely talented cast. She’d like to 
thank her friends, family, her greatest 
love, and her castmates for the support 
during this season.

JUNIPER 
MCKELVIE, Cuigy/
Cadet/Poet/Sister 
Marguerite, began 
acting when the 
Missoula Children’s 
Theatre rolled into 
her hometown of 
Steamboat Springs. 
She proceeded 

to act in every play possible before 
graduating high school and then...
she stopped acting for 15 years. There 
were supposedly more important 
things to do, like work in publishing, 
create a meditation app, write a novel, 
or be a nun. Yes, she was even a nun 
in a modern monastery in the remote 
jungle regions of Vermont before she 
remembered how much she liked 

acting! (But she never finished a novel 
because she decided to be a playwright 
instead.) Coming back to acting as an 
adult has been joyous and challenging 
and it feels like the exact right thing 
to be doing right now. She is thrilled 
to join the OpenStage community of 
artists and audience members. You can 
follow her on Insta at juni.mck Now let 
the play begin! 

DENNIS 
MADIGAN, Scenic 
Designer, has been 
a technical director 
and designer 
for regional 
companies for 
many, many years. 
He has designed 
scenery and 

lighting for the Cheyenne Little Theater 
Players, the Cheyenne Old Fashioned 
Melodrama, the Horsebarn Dinner 
Theater, Bas Bleu Theatre Company, 
Fort Collins Children’s Theater, Opera 
Fort Collins, OpenStage Theater and 
Company, En Avant Dance, Reformation 
Dance Company, Ballet Wyoming, and 
Canyon Concert Ballet. He was the 
Technical Director for the Cheyenne 
Civic Center for 24 years. He has, for 
whatever they may be worth, numerous 
certifications and academic diplomas 
hanging on his studio walls.

REBECCA 
SPAFFORD, 
Costume 
Designer/Head 
Seamstress, has 
collaborated 
with numerous 
local companies 
over the past 16 
years. She acts 
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as Department Head of Wardrobe for 
several venues and has worked for 
artists such as David Bowie, Kenny 
Rogers, Taylor Swift, Rhianna, Mickey 
Mouse, and Big Bird. Rebecca also 
has toured the U.S. and Canada 
as a Wardrobe Supervisor. She has 
costumed and performed for several 
projects including OpenStage’s Bug 
(OpenStage OPUS Award/Outstanding 
Actress), A Bright Room Called Day 
(OPUS/Outstanding Supporting 
Actress), and The Women (OPUS/
Outstanding Costume Design). She 
received the Colorado Henry Award 
for Outstanding Costume Design for 
Dangerous Liaisons. Other memorable 
roles include Karen Weston in August: 
Osage County (OPUS/Outstanding 
Supporting Actress), Tanya Shepke 
in The North Plan, and Jo/Mae West 
in Dirty Blonde (OPUS/Outstanding 
Actress) with OpenStage. Recent 
costuming endeavors include Fort 
Collins Children’s Theatre’s James 
and the Giant Peach and OpenStage’s 
The Crucible (2018 Henry Award/
Outstanding Costume Design), 
Spamalot, the 1980s-inspired The 
Comedy of Errors, Steel Magnolias, and 
Avenue Q. Rebecca is the recipient of 
the OpenStage Founders’ Award, which 
is awarded annually for outstanding 
contributions to the Company.

GRANT PUTNEY, 
Sound Designer/ 
Master Electrician,  
is a Lighting and 
Sound Designer 
whose recent 
lighting designs 
include Murder 
on the Orient 
Express, Steel 

Magnolias, And Then There Were None, 

The Flick, Romeo and Juliet, Noises 
Off, The Ladies Man, 33 Variations 
and A Child’s Christmas in Wales for 
OpenStage Theatre and Hide Sky for 
Bas Bleu Theatre. His recent sound 
designs for OpenStage include Avenue 
Q (2018-2019 OpenStage OPUS 
Award), The Comedy of Errors, The 
Three Musketeers, The Servant of Two 
Masters, Scapin, and A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. Grant also co-designed 
the stage projections and built the 
soundtracks for Frankenstein and 33 
Variations. For Bas Bleu Theatre he has 
designed sound for Ghosts, Over the 
Tavern, King of the Moon, and Outgoing 
Tide (Colorado Henry Nomination). 
He received the 2009 OpenStage 
Founders’ Award for his outstanding 
contributions to the Company and 
has received OpenStage OPUS Awards 
for Lighting Design for Henry IV Part 1 
and The Rimers of Eldridge and Sound 
Design for Spring Awakening, The 
Tempest, and Who Will Carry the Word.

VICTORIA 
VILLALOBOS, 
Make-up 
Designer, has 
loved theatre 
since she was a 
child. She acted, 
sang and danced 
in a number of 
productions, 

including The Wizard of Oz, The Pink 
Panther, and M*A*S*H while in high 
school. She has worked extensively 
with OpenStage Theatre as a Sound 
Designer and Engineer, Makeup and 
Hair Designer and Stylist, Assistant 
Director, Stage Manager, Board 
Operator, Stagehand, and Dresser. 
Victoria also has worked with Fort 
Collins Children’s Theatre for the past 
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5 years, most recently as the Makeup 
Designer and Stylist for James and the 
Giant Peach and The Little Mermaid. 
Next on the list, she will be designing 
for FCCT’s production of Elf. In addition, 
she has worked with companies such as 
Opera Fort Collins, the Cheyenne Little 
Theatre Players, and Pop Up Theatre. 
Victoria received her associate degree 
from Front Range Community College, 
where she was inducted into the Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society and was 
named to the President’s List, both for 
her academic achievements. Victoria 
wishes to thank her family and friends 
for all their love and support!

MORGAN 
WILLITS, Assistant 
Director/Co-
Stage Manager, 
has had a passion 
for theater since 
childhood and 
she is ecstatic 
to be working 
with OpenStage 

again. She has been working tech in 
the Fort Collins area since 2016, as 
assistant director, stage manager, and 
sound board operator. Some of her 
favorite shows include Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern Are Dead, Avenue Q, 
and Macbeth. She would like to thank 
her amazingly talented and driven cast, 
her brilliant director, Judi, her amazing 
crew, especially her rock and savior, 
Alana, and her wonderful family and 
friends for their continued excitement 
and support.

ALANA EISEMANN, 
Co-Stage 
Manager/Sound 
Board Operator, 
is fairly new to 
the theatre world 
and is loving 
getting to explore 
her passion with 
OpenStage. She 

grew up in Colorado and attended 
Front Range Community College where 
she was a part of a few productions. 
She made her foray into OpenStage 
with the productions of Agatha 
Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express 
and The Full Monty. When she is not in 
the theater, she can be found buried in 
a book or hiking around the Northern 
Colorado area. 

SYDNEY 
PARKS SMITH, 
Production 
Manager, has 
worked with 
OpenStage 
Theatre since 
1997 and serves 
as Producing 
Artistic Director 

for the Company. She received the 
2019 OpenStage OPUS Award for 
Outstanding Director for Avenue Q, the 
OPUS for Outstanding Actress for her 
role as M’Lynn in Steel Magnolias, the 
2018 OPUS for Outstanding Director 
for And Then There Were None, and 
the 2017 Colorado Theatre Guild’s 
Henry Award, and a True West Award 
in addition to the OPUS Award for 
Outstanding Actress for her role as 
Barbara in August: Osage County. 
Other recent roles include Beatrice 
in Much Ado About Nothing and 
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Antipholus of Ephesus in The Comedy 
of Errors; other recent directing credits 
include Sherwood: The Adventures 
of Robin Hood, Every Brilliant Thing, 
and The Flick. Sydney has designed 
hair for several productions and 
received OPUS Awards for her designs 
for Macbeth and The Tempest. She also 
received the 2016 Founders’ Award for 
her outstanding contributions to the 
company. Sydney would like to thank 
Harry, Rex and Gus, and her mom. They 
know why.

CALEB GILBERT, 
Master Carpenter/
Scenic Artist, 
started his career 
in 2008 with a 
degree in Fine 
Arts, specializing in 
sculpture awarded 
by Rocky Mountain 
College of Art 

and Design. In 2012, Caleb graduated 
from Cranbrook Academy of Art based 
just outside Detroit, MI., specializing in 
sculpture. After graduating he started 
at 11th Street Workshop (Brooklyn, NY) 
as a Carpenter. 11th Street Workshop 
is a full-service design and production 
facility specializing in the set world. 
They design and build sets for events, 
commercials, photo shoots and short 
films. While working there, Caleb 
was a project manager, designer, and 
production coordinator. By 2020, Caleb 
was the Head Production Designer, 
running upwards of five million dollars 
in projects. Some of his favorite clients/
projects included Google, Nike, 
Saturday Night Live, and Refinery 29. 
Caleb is now excited to use his skills 
and talents as the first (paid) Technical 
Director for OpenStage Theater. 

OpenStage has always been a home for 
Caleb ever since his first show over 20 
years ago. 

BRUCE and DENISE FREESTONE, 
Founders, founded OpenStage Theatre 
in 1973 and have provided leadership 
to both the Company and to the 
development of the arts in Northern 
Colorado for the past 48 years. The 
Freestones have passed the Theatre’s 
primary leadership to Producing Artistic 
Director, Sydney Parks Smith, while 
still remaining involved in the theatre’s 
productions, operations, and strategic 
planning. Both Bruce and Denise have 
extensive experience as actors, 
directors, producers, and designers; 
they have garnered regional awards and 
recognition for both themselves and the 
theatre, including the Governor’s Award 
for Excellence in the Arts and the Tree 
of Peace Medallion, which signifies a 
lifetime of contributions to the Arts and 
Culture Industry.
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OPENSTAGE THEATRE & COMPANY | OPENSTAGE.COM

ABOUT

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT: EDMOND EUGÈNE JOSEPH ALEXIS ROSTAND

Edmond Eugène Joseph Alexis Rostand was born on April 
1, 1868 in Marseilles, the eldest child and only son of a 
prosperous and cultured family. After a happy childhood and 
education at the lycée de Marseilles, Edmond moved to Paris 
to take his baccalaureate and study for his law degree. But he 
was determined to be a poet and never practiced law. 

Staying in Paris after his studies, the would-be poet had, at 
first, little success. His first book of poems, Les Musardises 
(1890), only sold 30 copies. But he did meet Rosemonde 
Gérard, who also wrote poetry, and whom he married in 
1890. An early attempt to write in prose for the theatre: a 

farce, Le Gant rouge, written with Rosemonde’s step-brother and performed at 
the Cluny Theatre in 1888, also failed to please. But Rostand did have a talent for 
the theatre, and when in 1894 the Comédie-Française put on Rostand’s first verse 
play, Les Romanesques, as part of a triple bill, it was a great success. A lighthearted 
treatment of the Romeo and Juliet story with a happy ending. (The success of Les 
Romanesques continues to this day in the form of the musical, The Fantasticks). 
The amazing success of Cyrano de Bergerac at its premiere on December 28, 1897 
was a triumph. Rostand’s dream of reviving national pride with his hero’s heroism, 
wit, and typically French panache was an unparalleled success.  

Since then, Rostand’s play has travelled all over the world and has been translated 
into almost every language. Cyrano de Bergerac has been translated to operas, 
musicals, films, parodies, and ballets. The romanticism of Cyrano along with his 
courage, integrity, and all out panache continue to touch and inspire audiences to 
this day.
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50TH etcetera SEASON

Stay tuned for more� information regarding �these shows 
and thank you for 50� fabulous seasons of theatre!

SEASON TICKETS GO ON SALE 
LATE-SUMMER

WINTER 2023

FALL 2022

 SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT 
SUMMER 2023




