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 [image: A screenshot of a white page

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

· Need help? Reach out to your Life Group Pastor any time!
· You don’t have to answer every question. Pick the ones that fit your group best.
· Encourage everyone to share. Set time limits if needed. 
· Use the audio guide for more insights: Leader Tools 
· Finalizing social and service projects? Check out:
· Service project ideas
· Social ideas
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· Submit attendance: Post attendance
· Online Groups: Get tips and tutorials!
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· North Coast Men’s Conference – October 24-25
Join us Friday evening, October 24 & Saturday morning, October 25, for the fourth North Coast Men’s Conference held at the Vista Campus! Come ready to recharge and refocus on God’s call for us with teaching led by pastors Chris Brown and James Griffin, along with worship, activities, and tourneys! Register at northcoastchurch.com/mens-conference/.  
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The New North Coast App offers you new tools for you to access daily scripture encouragement that can help with spiritual habits, keep you up to date on what is happening on your campus, and more.  Click on this link or use the QR Code for more details and access the app.  https://www.northcoastchurch.com/app/ 
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WARM UP

1. This weekend we learned it’s not about having a lot of faith—just a little can go a long way. What’s your favorite (or least favorite) “a little goes a long way” ingredient—something that can totally transform a meal to a masterpiece or a disaster for you?   

Additional Thought: To kick things off, use the mustard seed metaphor to blend in some fun flavors and laughter. For me, I’d choose some liquid smoke! 
Additional Question: Have you ever misjudged an ingredient? I’ve definitely done it with salt…. ruined me. 
Conversation Caution: Remember to keep the atmosphere light and avoid long-winded food stories. 
Group Dynamic Tip: To get everyone engaged, go around the group and share quick thoughts popcorn-style. It'll get everyone talking and keep the energy up.

2. Jesus used the metaphor of a mustard seed to teach us about faith (see Matthew 17:20). Bring an object to group that could serve as a metaphor for your faith and share why you chose it.

Additional Thought: Objects make abstract concepts tangible. This is a creative way to hear how each person views their faith journey—fragile, steady, growing, hidden, etc
Additional Scripture: Hebrews 11:1 – “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
Additional Question: If you didn’t bring an object, what would you have chosen and why?
Conversation Caution: Some may feel put on the spot. Affirm that it’s okay to describe an object instead of bringing one.

3. What point or idea has stuck with you the most since hearing this weekend’s message?
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KNOW IT 


This weekend, we read several amazing stories about faith. Let’s read Matthew 9:18-35 again, paying attention to anything new that jumps out at you. 

1. Five people were healed of significant physical ailments, but we know that Jesus wants more for us than just our temporary needs being met. What are some of the broader personal and social transformations that might have come from each of these miracles? 
Additional Thought: Jesus heals bodies, yes—but He also restores dignity, relationships, and identity. The healings changed not just the individuals, but the communities around them. 
Additional Scripture: Isaiah 61:1 – “He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted… to proclaim liberty to the captives…”
Additional Question: Which of the miracles feels most personal or relatable to you right now?
Conversation Caution: Some may feel distant from miracle stories, remind them that transformation isn’t always physical.

2. What similarities and differences do you notice in the way these five people approach Jesus?
Additional Thought: Some come with boldness, some with desperation, some through friends, Jesus responds to each.
Additional Question: What does this tell us about how Jesus responds to different personalities and approaches?
Conversation Caution: Don’t let this become a “ranking” of who had the best faith. Emphasize Jesus’ compassion across the board.
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1. It’s not the amount of our faith that matters, but who we place it in. Can you share a story of a time when you felt you had “little” or not enough faith, but you stepped out anyway, and God honored it?

Additional Thought: These are often powerful testimonies. Moments of “just enough” faith often become the turning points of our lives.
Additional Scripture: 2 Corinthians 12:9 – “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
 Additional Question: Looking back, how did that moment shape your confidence in God?
Conversation Caution: Some may feel they don’t have a story like this yet or think things failed because they lacked faith. Risk hopes things work out; faith trusts God’s character no matter the outcome. 
Group Dynamic Tip: Let a couple of people go deeper if it feels appropriate.  Sometimes hearing can be just as beneficial as sharing about how God has moved. 

2. We saw in Matthew 9 some amazing faith stories that we still learn from today. Can you share a story of someone in your life with a faith story that has increased your own faith as well?

Additional Thought: This helps highlight spiritual role models and testimonies that inspire. For me, it’s Missionaries, past and present. 
Additional Scripture: Hebrews 13:7 – “Remember your leaders… imitate their faith.”
Additional Question: What about their faith stands out to you the most?
Group Dynamic Tip: After sharing, encourage group members to send a thank-you text or note to the person they mentioned.
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LIVE IT

1. Even small faith like a mustard seed can still grow. Imagine a friend came to you and said, “I want to have more faith.” How would you explain what actually grows or increases someone’s faith?

Additional Thought: Faith often grows through practice and obedience, doing what you know you ought to do, through prayer, community, Scripture, and trusting God with the future because you have seen and learned about who He is.
Additional Scripture: Romans 10:17 – “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”
Group Dynamic Tip: Close the discussion by having group members name one small habit they want to try to help their faith grow, maybe it’s using the NCC app for a week.

2. In the stories this weekend, we saw five courageous acts of faith. Where in your life right now are you stepping out in faith because you know God’s got this? Is there anywhere you’re struggling to step out in faith?

Additional Thought: This is a vulnerable invitation to real-time reflection. 
Additional Scripture: Proverbs 3:5–6 – “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding…”
Additional Question: What’s one thing you could do this week to lean into faith rather than fear?
Conversation Caution: Respect privacy. Let people choose how much they share.
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Pastor Chris Brown 
October 11-12, 2025
Message #25/ Matthew 9:18-34
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What Kind Of Faith Gets Jesus’ Attention?

Four amazing stories about faith:
Matthew 9:18-35, Leviticus 15:19-31, Acts 19:11-12, John 9:22 

	The faith of a father:



	The faith of a hopeless woman:



	The faith of the blind:



	The faith of friends:



Three keys to understanding ourselves and God:
Matthew 17:14-21, Luke 17:6, Hebrews 11:6 

	We follow a Jesus:


			Who is only concerned with the OBJECT of our faith, not the AMOUNT of our faith.



			Who wants more for us than just our NEEDS BEING MET.



			Whose main goal is to TEACH, so our main goal needs to be to LEARN from Him, not GET from Him.
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