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This is the short version: the questions, plus one tip for each. The full leader guide, with all the notes and background, is online at the same link as always.
The big idea: Jesus is the hero of this story, and we're the traitors at the table. All he asks is that we give what we've received.
Watch for
Casting yourself as the hero. We read Bible stories as if we're Moses, David or Jesus. Here, we're with the traitors.
Share It 1 landing close to home. Someone may be thinking of something that really happened. Nobody owes the group details.
"So I have to trust them again?" Forgiving isn't forgetting, trusting again or removing all the consequences.
Warm Up
1. The Last Supper was a meal the disciples would never forget. Picture the most memorable meal you've ever been part of. Where were you, who was around the table, and what made it unforgettable?
Leader: You have three warm ups this week. Pick the one or two that fit your group. Go first with your own meal, and a dinner disaster counts.
2. Larry reminded us that Jesus is the hero of the story we read this weekend. What's a favorite "hero" story of yours, from a book, a movie, or real life, and what makes you love it?
Leader: Have fun with this one. Listen for what people love about their heroes. A lot of them take a hit for people who don't deserve it.
3. This weekend we read one of the most famous scenes in Scripture. What stood out to you from this weekend's message? Was there anything you heard or noticed for the first time?
Leader: Most people have known this scene since they were kids. If someone noticed something for the first time, stay there for a minute.
Know It
Re-read Matthew 26:17–35.
Leader: Ask three people to read: verses 17–25 (the announcement), 26–30 (the bread and the cup) and 31–35 (the prediction). Ask everyone to notice what each person calls Jesus in verses 22 and 25.
1. Larry called this "a table of traitors." Judas had already made his deal, Peter would deny Jesus three times, and Jesus told all of them they would fall away that very night. When you read a story like this, do you tend to see yourself as Jesus, as Judas, or as one of the eleven? How does picturing yourself at this table change the way you read it?
Leader: Before any of them fail, Jesus tells them where he'll meet them afterward (verse 32). If someone goes straight to shame, take them there.
2. In verse 22 the disciples each ask, "Surely you don't mean me, Lord?" In verse 25 Judas asks, "Surely you don't mean me, Rabbi?" What's the difference between seeing Jesus as a respected teacher and seeing Him as Lord? Where might that difference show up in our everyday lives?
Leader: You can respect a teacher and still decide for yourself what you'll do. A Lord gets to tell you. Don't turn "Rabbi" into a bad word, though. Peter calls him that in other places too.
3. Jesus loved us before we could earn it. Read Romans 5:8, 1 John 4:10, and Ephesians 2:4-5 together. What do you think is the difference between love that takes the first step before it's deserved and love that only responds to what it's been given?
Leader: Give three people one verse each. All three verses put things in the same order: God moves first, before we've earned anything.
Share It
1. Most of us think of ourselves as forgiving people, but we usually have one or two exceptions. What are 2-3 things you would struggle to forgive, things you might even consider unforgivable? (This doesn't have to be something that has happened to you.)
Leader: This one can land close to home. Keep it general and don't ask for details. If someone shares something painful or isn't safe, thank them, follow up one-on-one and bring in your campus Life Groups pastor.
2. These twelve disciples were a group of some of Jesus' closest friends. You could even think of them like His own life group. Imagine for a second that your closest group of friends all abandoned or betrayed you. Why do you think betrayal of people close to us cuts deeper than betrayal of an enemy or stranger? What do you think it would take for you to still sit down at the table with them?
Leader: "I don't know if I could" is an honest answer. For someone who was badly hurt, sitting down at the table may not be safe or wise. Don't push.
Live It
1. Grace, mercy, and love are gifts we give, not rewards to be earned. That means love often goes first, before anyone has earned it. Try putting your own name in that sentence: "___ goes first." What could it look like for you to go first in a relationship in your life this week?
Leader: Have each person say the sentence with their own name and name one step for this week. They don't have to say who it's with. Going first doesn't mean reopening contact with someone who isn't safe.
2. When we understand what Jesus did for us, it becomes much easier to do it for others. What helps you understand and remember what Jesus did for you?
Leader: Jesus gave them a meal to remember by (Luke 22:19). People might also name reading the Gospels, telling their own story, a song, or a friend who reminds them.
To close
Read Colossians 3:13 together, then pray.




