
 

 

 

 

 

Law and Justice Council of Thurston County 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, April 15, 2021  

4:30 pm – 6:00 pm 

 

 

Welcome & Introductions  

The Council Meeting was conducted over Zoom for Council members, and over the phone via 

conference call for members of the public to call in. Public Defense Director Patrick 

O’Connor called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. Welcome and introductions were made and 

an electronic sign in sheet is on record.  

 

The minutes from January 21, 2021 were approved.  

 
Legislative Updates 

 

Patrick O’Connor introduced Juliana Roe, a representative from the Washington State Association 

of Counties (WSAC). Ms. Roe provided an update on the State Supreme Court’s decision on 

unlawful possession of a controlled substance (UPCS) and how the legislature is reacting to such a 

big decision and the impacts state and county wide. She discussed how Senate Bill 5476 is 

currently being negotiated and will be shipped over to the House.  

 

Ms. Roe discussed rough numbers on how much WSAC is estimating the Blake decision will cost.  

Estimating 100 million statewide, still discussion on what will come out in the budget.   

 

Ms. Roe also discussed Bill 1578 establishing a substance use recovery services plan to implement 

measures to assist persons with substance use disorder in accessing outreach, treatment, and 

recovery support services and creating a pathway to diversion. There are varying opinions on what 

penalties should be imposed and how/when services should be provided. There will be many fiscal 

impacts to the County and the State if we have to provide these services.  

 

  Police reform bills that Ms. Roe was following did not pass, although the cities were interested.  

 

Jon Tunheim and Judge Price discussed Senate Bill 5164, requiring any criminal case where an 

offender has been resentenced as a persistent offender must have a resentencing if convicted of 

Robbery 2nd was used as a basis for the persistent offender. Should be on the way to the 

Governor’s office for signature.  

 

Patrick O’Connor discussed Senate Bill 5293 that provides for alternative/special sentencing for 

non-serious offenders who are diagnosed with a serious mental illness. This bill is about to pass, 

excited where it is.  

 

Judge Price provided an update regarding staffing in Superior Court. They are on the cusp of 

getting approval for a 9th judge. Passed both the Senate and the House, hoping to have the 

Governor sign tomorrow for an effective date of November 1.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

State vs. Blake Discussion (how we’ve been dealing with it) 

 

Patrick O’Connor started a discussion on how everyone has been dealing with the State vs. 

Blake decision. Has not been an easy process determining eligibility, drafting motions and 

orders and sending to the Prosecutor’s office. Challenging working with DOC, mostly due to 

COVID. Prioritizing cases as of right now and putting them into different buckets.  
 

Jon Tunheim discussed how they have taken care of the defendants within their control to take 

care of.  Couple barriers, such as remote hearings and transport limitations from DOC has made it 

difficult. This will take years to get through especially with the case backlog in Thurston County 

right now.  

 

Linda Myhre Enlow discussed how the Clerks Office has been responding. She is involved in 

multiple workgroups to work on official orders and forms, remote hearing procedures, and 

refunds. Estimating 7.6 million LFO refund in Thurston County. 11,000 cases so far have been 

identified. No refunding waiting on reconsideration decision. Clerks office has stopped collection 

of LFOs or collecting agencies for those identified.  

 

 

Criminal Justice Regional Program Manager Recruitment  

 

County Manager Ramiro Chavez and Commissioner Menser provided an update on the Criminal 

Justice Regional Program Manager recruitment efforts. Went through applications, the position is 

open until April 18th; Thirteen (13) qualified applications were sent to the review panel.  Panel 

member’s are Patrick O’Connor, Jon Tunheim, Commissioner Menser and Ramiro Chavez. 

Meeting next Tuesday, interviews to happen mid-May.  

 

 

  With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:56 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: All minutes & materials from the Law and Justice Council meetings can be 

found online. Go to www.co.thurston.wa.us at top of page, click on commissioners and on 

left hand side, scroll down and click on Law and Justice Council. 

 

http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/

