
 

 

 

 

 

Law and Justice Council of Thurston County 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, July 21, 2022 

4:30 pm – 6:00 pm 

 

 

Welcome & Introductions  

The Council Meeting was conducted over Zoom for Council members, and by phone for the 

public. Public Defense Director Patrick O’Connor called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. 

Welcome and introductions were made and an electronic sign in sheet is on record.   

The minutes from April 21, 2021 were approved. 

 

Discussion – Law and Justice Council Chair 

 

Patrick O’Connor discussed the Law and Justice Council Chair position. Patrick has served 

for the past three years and the governance of the Charter is renewal of one year with a 

maximum of three years. The Charter also speaks to there being an election, something the 

Council has done informally.  This will be discussed further at the October meeting.  

 

Resource Hub Update 

 

Jackie Velasco, Resource Hub Program Manager, followed up from our last Council meeting to 

provide another update regarding the status of the Resource Hub. The doors to the Resource Hub 

opened on June 24, 2022 with hours of operation Monday through Thursday from 12:00 PM-

4:00PM. They have assisted 22 people and a couple of remote visitors. Ms. Velasco also provided 

an update on the Resource Hubs service providers/partners that are onsite on a rotating basis. 

Current providers are the Intensive Case Management and Intensive House Case Management, 

NW Resources, NAMI, Thurston County Volunteer Legal Services, and the Family Education and 

Support Services. Providers/Partners still in progress are Family Support Center, Morningside, Pac 

Mtn Workforce Development Council and Moline. Top services requested was housing, 

behavioral health services, transportation and other (cell phones, food and other misc. items that 

are being tracked). Ms. Velasco clarified that these services are not just for people being released 

from incarceration, that they are partnering to a degree with the Thurston County Food Bank, and 

that they are using the other category to track services that are not currently in their toolbox.  

 

Thurston County Sherriff’s Office Updates 

 

Sherriff Snaza provided an update to the Council about the Sheriffs Community Outreach 

Utilization Team (SCOUT). This team collaborates with other Thurston County jurisdictions, the 

BHO and Thurston Mason to provide crisis services. The Sheriff’s office just completed their 

fourth SCOUT hire and are working on training and working with the community in the next 

month/towards the end of August. Sheriff Snaza also updated the council about in car cameras. In 

car cameras (GTECH vendor) were implemented in patrol vehicles starting this week. They are 

hoping to have full implementation by the end of the year once policies and procedures are in 

place. Chief Almada dovetailed Sheriff Snaza’s comments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LFO Reconsideration Day Update 

 

Patrick O’Connor provided an update about the upcoming Thurston County Legal Financial 

Obligation Reconsideration Day that is scheduled for August 15, 2022. The Prosecutors Office, 

Superior Court Judges, Clerk’s office, District Court, and Leah Landon all been a part of this 

process. Registration was open for a month, there are 128 participants that have registered. Will 

provide running total of what we are able to forgive and will discuss in October’s meeting to 

report on how the day went.  

 

L & J Survey 

Leah Landon, Law and Justice Regional manager discussed the Law and Justice Survey. There 

were 14 responses. All should have a copy.  Priorities the Council should have for 2022-

2023(workplan) was Mental Health and the Law and Justice system as the number one response. If 

you didn’t participate in the survey and would like to let Leah know. Another question was 

meeting frequency, as it has been difficult to get much done if we are only meeting quarterly. The 

most popular was bi-monthly, need to have a conversation about it at the next meeting on what 

that would look like. Last was meeting time 4:30-6:00 PM. We are split on 50/50 on changing the 

meeting time. Discuss in October as well. Frequency and time and ask for a vote heading into 

2023. Leah to work with Patrick and Jon to develop workplan to discuss in October for 

implementation in January.  

 

Thurston Thrives and Law and Justice 

 

Jon Tunheim started the discussion by giving the Council a background of what Thurston County 

Thrives is. Prosecutor Tunheim then introduced Doug Mah of the Thurston County Chamber 

Foundation, and Josefina, Director of the Thurston County Thrives program to share what 

Thurston Thrives is about. Mr. Mah explained that Thurston Thrives is a community health 

initiative that works to eliminate racial disparity against their general performance measures. Their 

intent is to bring people together for cross sector connections as described by the update of the 

Resource Hub to make a healthier community. Mr. Mah introduced Josephina, and Prosecutor 

Tunheim added that he and Mr. O’Connor will look at how this engagement/renewed partnership 

looks like and will add to the October’s agenda.  

 

 

 

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:37 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Note: All minutes & materials from the Law and Justice Council meetings can be 

found online. Go to www.co.thurston.wa.us at top of page, click on commissioners and on 

left hand side, scroll down and click on Law and Justice Council. 

http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/

