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Terminology
 Probable Cause – Evidence such that a reasonable 

person would believe a crime has been committed
 Arrest – the formal process of taking a person into 

custody as a result of a warrant or based on probable 
cause to believe the person has committed a crime.

 Referral – an official request by a law enforcement 
agency for a prosecuting authority to review an 
investigation for possible criminal charges



Terminology
Booking - the formal intake process 
by which an arrested person is 
placed into jail



Terminology
 Citation – a document by which a police officer formally charges 

a person with a misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor.
 Complaint/Information – a document by which a prosecuting 

authority formally charges a person with a crime.
 Sentence – consequences imposed on a defendant who pleads 

guilty or is found guilty at trial
 Appeal – the review by an appellate court of legal issues in the 

case
 Community custody/Probation – the supervision of a person to 

ensure compliance with the conditions of the court’s sentence



Types of Hearings

Preliminary Appearance – the first 
hearing following an arrest during 
which a judge determines conditions 
of release

 Personal Recognizance – the release of 
a defendant with conditions and their 
promise to reappear

 Bail – the requirement that the person 
post a sum of money, or a bond, to 
ensure their appearance in court at 
future hearings



Types of Hearings
 Arraignment – the first appearance following the filing of 

a formal charge where a plea is first entered
 Omnibus/Pre-trial – a hearing to determine case status, 

identify issues, and set future hearings
 Motion hearing – a hearing where arguments are 

presented to a judge on a legal issue
 Suppression Hearing – a motion hearing regarding the 

admissibility of evidence, usually as a result of a 
contested search or an issue regarding a confession



Types of Hearings
 Change of plea – a hearing 

where a defendant formally 
changes his/her plea from not 
guilty to guilty or NGRI

 Trial – the presentation of 
evidence to a judge or jury

 Sentencing – a hearing where 
the judge hears the 
recommendation of both parties 
and other interested parties and 
imposes a sentence



Burden of Proof
Every person charged with a crime is 
presumed innocent.  No person may be 
convicted unless proven guilty beyond 
a reasonable doubt.
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Criminal Procedure (Trial)
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Levels of Crimes
 A Felony is a crime for which the 

maximum punishment is over one 
year incarceration.

 A Gross Misdemeanor is a 
crime for which the maximum 
punishment is one year in the 
county jail.

 A Misdemeanor is a crime for 
which the maximum punishment 
is ninety (90) days in the county 
jail.

 Class A Felony - Life in Prison / 

$50,000

 Class B Felony - 10 Years / $20,000

 Class C Felony - 5 Years / $10,000

 Gross Misdemeanor - 1Year / $5,000

 Misdemeanor - 90 Days / $1,000



Sentencing Reform Act
 Traditional Sentencing (Non-Felony)

 Jail time imposed (up to the 
maximum)

 Some or all jail time may be 
suspended on condition of 
compliance with court’s other 
orders

 Determinate Sentencing
 Seriousness of crime
 Criminal History (convictions)



Alternative Sentences
 Determinate Plus

 Standard Range is the minimum sentence
 Maximum is the maximum for the offense
 Release is reviewed every 2 years after the minimum is served

 Persistent Offenders (Three Strikes)
 Three “most serious offenses”
 Crime, conviction, crime, conviction, crime, conviction
 Life in prison without possibility of parole or other release
 Two strikes for certain sex offenses

 Special Sentencing Alternatives
 SSOSA
 DOSA (Prison or Community based)
 FOSA





Innovative Justice

 Mental health triage center
 Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD)
 Pretrial Services expansion
 Differential Case Management
 Coordinated Re-entry

 Risk Needs Responsivity
 Coordinated and/or Co-located offender services



Questions?


