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Registration Information

Gary C. Alexander
Dear Voter, Dear Voter, 
  
Local elections are vital because they will directly impact your Local elections are vital because they will directly impact your 
daily life. We are producing this pamphlet to assist you in being an daily life. We are producing this pamphlet to assist you in being an 
informed voter. informed voter. 
  
The Olympia and Tumwater city councils passed resolutions calling The Olympia and Tumwater city councils passed resolutions calling 
this election. They appointed the committee that wrote the “for” this election. They appointed the committee that wrote the “for” 
statement, and volunteers from the community wrote the “against” statement, and volunteers from the community wrote the “against” 
statement. If you have any questions about the measures, contact statement. If you have any questions about the measures, contact 
the cities or committees. We’ve provided their contact information. the cities or committees. We’ve provided their contact information. 
  
If you have election questions or need a replacement ballot, If you have election questions or need a replacement ballot, 
my staff stands ready to help. Thirteen drop boxes will be open my staff stands ready to help. Thirteen drop boxes will be open 
beginning April 5. Remember, you can return your ballot as early as beginning April 5. Remember, you can return your ballot as early as 
the day you receive it.  the day you receive it.  

The outcome of this ballot measure will affect you for many years to The outcome of this ballot measure will affect you for many years to 
come. Your vote is your voice.  come. Your vote is your voice.  
  
Respectfully, Respectfully, 

Mary HallMary Hall  
  
Mary HallMary Hall
Thurston County AuditorThurston County Auditor

Mary Hall
Auditor

Published by the Thurston County Auditor Elections DivisionPublished by the Thurston County Auditor Elections Division
Questions? Contact us! Questions? Contact us! 
By email:  elections@co.thurston.wa.us
Online:  ThurstonWAVotes.gov
By phone: 360.786.5408
  711 Washington Relay
Office:  2400 Evergreen Park Dr SW Olympia
Mailing:  2000 Lakeridge Dr SW Olympia 

Hours
April 5 - April 24, 2023 (Mon - Fri)       April 25 (Tues) - Election Day 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.         8:00 a.m - 8:00 p.m.

Ballot Drop Box Locations 

Voting Center and Accessibility Information

The Cities of Olympia and Tumwater (filing jointly) are the only 
jurisdictions in this local voters’ pamphlet, and you will only see 
one measure on your ballot.

For questions about the ballot measure, please contact the local 
jurisdiction: 

Mark Barber, Olympia City Attorney
360.753.8223
mbarber@ci.olympia.wa.us
Kari Pitharoulis, Paralegal II 
360.753.8037
kpitharo@ci.olympia.wa.us 

Drop boxes are open 24 hours a day starting April 5 and close promptly at  
8 p.m. on April 25, 2023.  
Lacey Area
Lacey City Hall ...................................................................... 420 College St SE
Woodland Retirement & Assisted Living .............................. 4532 Intelco Lp SE
Olympia Area
Church of the Good Shepherd ................................................1601 North St SE 
Crain’s Total Office  ................................................................... 1006 4th Ave E
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church ........................................... 1515 Harrison Ave NW
Haggen NW Fresh ................................................... 1313 Cooper Point Rd SW
Olympia City Hall ......................................................................... 601 4th Ave E
Thurston County Courthouse ........................................ 2000 Lakeridge Dr SW
Thurston County Atrium ..................................................... 3000 Pacific Ave SE
South Puget Sound Community College .........................2011 Mottman Rd SW
Tumwater Area
Tumwater Timberland Library ..................................... 7023 New Market St SW 
Tumwater School Administration ......................................621 Linwood Ave SW
South County Area
Bucoda ........................................................................................ 103 S Main St

 April 17 is the last day to register to vote or update your current 
registration by any means (other than in person). The information 
must be received by an election official by this day.
Ballots must be postmarked by Election Day, April 25.
Please check your USPS mailbox pickup time to ensure your ballot 
will be postmarked on Election Day.

The Voting Center opens April 5 for the April 25 Special Election
You can:
 •  Register to vote until 8:00 p.m. Election Day April 25
 •  Receive a ballot (regular, replacement, or provisional)
 •  Vote using the ExpressVote™* 
 •  Drop off your ballot
*The ExpressVote™ is a voting assistance device that enables voters 
with visual impairments, cognitive/learning disabilities, or limited 
mobility to vote independently and with privacy.

If you are unable to visit the voting center you may download a ballot 
at VoteWA.gov or contact us to schedule an appointment for the 
ExpressVote™. Location / Contact information Voting Center 

opens April
5th!



Introduction to Local Measure
For each measure in the Local Voters’ For each measure in the Local Voters’ 
Pamphlet, the legislative authority of Pamphlet, the legislative authority of 
the jurisdiction placing the measure the jurisdiction placing the measure 
on the ballot is required to formally on the ballot is required to formally 
appoint committees to prepare appoint committees to prepare 
statements advocating the approval statements advocating the approval 
and rejection of the measure. If and rejection of the measure. If 
the jurisdiction is unable to make the jurisdiction is unable to make 

such appointments, the Thurston such appointments, the Thurston 
County Auditor advertises for such County Auditor advertises for such 
appointments. appointments. 
The Elections Division encourages The Elections Division encourages 
you to review all statements and you to review all statements and 
seek additional information from the seek additional information from the 
jurisdictions, the appointed citizens’ jurisdictions, the appointed citizens’ 
committees and local media.committees and local media.

Proposition No. 1Proposition No. 1
Formation of a Regional Formation of a Regional 
Fire AuthorityFire Authority

 Explanatory Statement: Explanatory Statement:

The City of Olympia and City of 
Tumwater adopted a Joint Resolution 
concerning formation of a regional 
fire authority and its Plan.
If approved, this proposition would 
form the Olympia Tumwater Fire 
Authority and adopt the Plan 
to provide fire protection and 
emergency medical services. The 
Authority will be funded by property 
tax (not to exceed $1.00 per $1,000 
of assessed value) and a six-year 
benefit charge (not to exceed 60% 
of the Authority’s operating budget). 
This funding would reduce Olympia’s 
and Tumwater’s property tax capacity 
by the tax rate collected by the 
Authority.

Should this proposition to form the 
Olympia Tumwater Fire Authority and 
its Plan be approved?

Yes

No

Proposition 1 asks voters to decide 
whether to form a new Olympia 
Tumwater Fire Authority. Currently, 
the fire departments in Olympia 
and Tumwater compete with other 
municipal departments for limited city 
revenues. Proposition 1 will merge 
into one organization Olympia’s 
and Tumwater’s fire departments 
effective September 25, 2023. The 
fire authority will have dedicated 
funding and be initially governed by a 
board consisting of three Olympia City 
Councilmembers and three Tumwater 
City Councilmembers. 
The Olympia Tumwater Fire Authority 
will be funded by a property tax 
of $1.00 per $1,000 of assessed 
valuation and a benefit charge per 
RCW 52.26.050 and RCW 52.26.060. 
The benefit charge will be used to staff 
and provide service enhancements 
for a growing population. The benefit 
charge would account for up to 60% 
of the fire authority’s operating budget 
and must be submitted for voter 
reauthorization in 6 years. 
These funding sources would 
reduce Olympia’s and Tumwater’s 
property tax capacity by $1.00 per 
$1,000 of assessed valuation. Low 
income seniors and disabled persons 
will continue to receive the same 
percentage discounts. 
Explanatory Statement prepared by: 
Mark Barber, Olympia City Attorney 

Statement Disclaimer:
Statements For and Against are the opinions of the authors and have not been 
checked for factual or grammatical accuracy by the Elections Division.

 Statement For: Statement For:  Statement Against: Statement Against:

 Rebuttal of Statement Against: Rebuttal of Statement Against: Rebuttal of Statement For: Rebuttal of Statement For:

Vote Yes for Public Safety
We are at a critical time in the history of our fire departments. Response 
times are up, our firefighters are working long hours, and they need new 
equipment. Creating a Regional Fire Authority (RFA) merging Olympia and 
Tumwater’s fire departments will address these needs. 
Merging the Departments Improves Fire and Medical Response
Response times will be improved because firefighters and equipment can 
be more efficiently deployed. Sustainable funding for a “CARES” unit for non-
emergency calls,  including new transport units to take less critical patients to 
the hospital, will reduce fire and medical response costs and time.
Transparency and Accountability Increased 
Currently, fire department costs are buried in city budgets. The RFA’s 
expenditures will be in plain sight. Through periodic elections, the voters 
- not politicians, get to decide the level of service we want and how much 
we are willing to pay for fire and medical services. The RFA reduces 
administrative costs by having everything under one umbrella organization, 
not split between two cities and multiple departments.
Benefits exceed Costs
A majority of the RFA funding will come from property taxes we already pay. 
A new fire benefit charge (costing less than a $1 a day for a typical home 
and less for apartments) will help cover rising costs, modernize our facilities, 
and add new services to improve fire and medical response. Our firefighters 
provide critical services for our community, saving lives and property. Let’s 
support them by voting “yes” on Proposition 1.

The largest increase ever in the property tax bill for city services.
Yet it will not pay for a single new firefighter, fire engine or fire station nor 
does it improve response times. Our fire departments have been serving us 
well for more than 100 years. We have excellent fire departments. Olympia 
is second only to Seattle. Tumwater is also very good.  Proponents claim 
we need to create a new government and a new regressive fee – the Fire 
Benefit Charge.    
The poor pay more.
This new fee will hit renters particularly hard. A 2,000 square foot home will 
pay $.09/sf. An 800 square foot apartment will pay almost three times as 
much - $.24/sf. These charges will raise rents.  Single-family homes will 
pay an average 29% increase above what they pay now in city property tax.  
While the fee is based on resources to put out a fire, less than 4% of calls 
are for fire.
$10.5 million more yet this plan does not improve service or response time. 
The new administrative cost, duplicating what the cities already provide, 
could buy 2 new fire engines every year!  Tumwater and Olympia already 
provide automatic backup for each other.  Why risk the “bumpy” first 4-5 
years that RFA sponsors expect for the new agency?    
Vote NO to save our local fire departments. 
Lacey Fire District 3 rejected joining, seeing no benefit. Olympia and 
Tumwater voters should do the same. Learn more about why the RFA is 
wrong for us at www.SaveOurFD.org.

Don’t be fooled by the opponents’ rhetoric. A typical 3-bedroom home 
owner pays a benefit charge of about $21/month, smaller homes less; 
apartment renters pay about $5/month. It’s progressive and fair. This is 
less than the tax rate voters approved for parks in Olympia and Tumwater. 
Shouldn’t fire and medical response be a comparable funding priority for our 
communities?
Vote yes to ensure our communities have highly rated fire response for the 
foreseeable future.

The RFA is the biggest property tax bill increase in the history of both cities, 
yet this increase does not fund new transport units or the CARES unit or new 
fire engines or new fire facilities. Instead, your tax bill increase is used for $2 
million in duplicative administrative staff and paying more for existing staff.
Passage means ending the 100+ year history of Olympia and Tumwater Fire 
Departments. Find the facts at SaveOurFD.org

City of Olympia and City of Tumwater

For Committee Contact
Vote Yes Fire-EMS Olympia/Tumwater
Pete Kmet
Laurie Dolan
Cheryl Selby
www.VoteYesFireEMS.com
voteyesolympiatumwaterfire@gmail.com

Against Committee Contact
Larry Dzieza
Jim Lazar
www.SaveOurFD.org
saveourfd@gmail.com


