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Applicant Roland and Cindy Gorgas 

Address 17825 138th Ave SE, Yelm, WA  98597 

Location of Property Yelm 

Acres in Application 76.96 

Parcel number(s) 22609310000 

A. Site Characteristics & Context

The parcel under consideration totals 76.96 acres, all of which are proposed for the Open
Space–Open Space Tax program. The property owners are applying for the classification
Farm and Agricultural Conservation Land (15 acres) and Significant Wildlife Habitat Area
(61.96 acres), with no public access (Map 1).

There are no structures or utilities onsite; a farmstead once existed on the property, with
only orchard trees remaining. The Gorgas property has received agricultural use for
approximately 100 years, including black Angus cattle production under the previous
ownership from 1964 to 2007. Current agricultural use onsite includes haying, honeybee
rearing and honey production, with honey often sold at local markets under the business
name of Forest Dog Farms. The majority of the property consists of freshwater emergent
wetland, with areas of upland pasture and mixed-age forest including some mature trees,
large snags, and downed logs. The southern 20 acres of the property underwent a forest
land conversion timber harvest in 2007 under the previous ownership, and the Gorgases
have since planted over 200 native trees among the naturally regenerating trees and shrubs.
The zoning of the parcel is Long-Term Agriculture (LTA), with some parcels to the
northwest and northeast zoned as RRR 1/5.

Water Quality Resources

The property is located in the Nisqually Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA 11) and
is situated within the Yelm Creek basin of the Nisqually watershed. The property is mapped
with high groundwater and within a Category 3 Critical Aquifer Recharge Area (CARA).
Critical aquifer recharge areas, protected in the Thurston County Critical Areas Ordinance
(CAO) under Thurston County Code Chapter 24.10, are known to be “vital groundwater
resources,” and to serve as the county’s chief potable water source. Yelm Creek, a Type F
(fish bearing) stream and a tributary to the Nisqually River, runs west to east through the
central portion of the property within the wetland (Map 1).

Farm and Agricultural Conservation Land Eligibility

The Gorgas property, despite its history of agricultural use, was not formerly enrolled in
the Thurston County Assessor’s Farm and Agriculture Open Space program. However, the
Gorgas and adjacent parcels are zoned as LTA, and the property has undergone commercial
agricultural use within the past 10 years up to the present. Based these factors and the
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submittal of a land conservation plan, the proposed 15 acres of the property are eligible for 
enrollment in the Open Space-Open Space Farm and Agricultural Conservation Land 
priority resource category.   

Fish and Wildlife Habitat 

The Gorgas property, according to a recent wetland delineation, contains approximately 
56.82 acres of freshwater depressional wetland and 20.14 acres of upland. The wetland 
delineation and report rated the wetlands as Category II, with an overall score of 22, a 
habitat score of 9, and a plant community which contains five structures: aquatic bed, 
emergent, scrub-shrub, forested, and forested containing 3 out of 5 strata.  

The entire property is mapped with Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
Priority Habitats and Species (PHS) waterfowl concentrations which include breeding 
areas with wintering use. Yelm Creek, which passes through the wetland, is documented 
by Statewide Washington Integrated Fish Distribution (SWIFD) data to support Coho, 
steelhead, Sockeye, pink, and Chinook salmon. While the section of Yelm Creek on the 
Gorgas property is currently described as only “gradient accessible” to these salmonid 
species, sections of the creek less than ½ mile to the north have “presumed” and 
“documented” fish presence. If downstream barriers along the creek are replaced in the 
future, the Gorgas property could provide suitable fish habitat, particularly for Coho which 
benefit from off-channel emergent wetland habitat during their rearing life stages.  

Upland portions of the Gorgas property, in addition to hay fields, include mixed-age forest 
and shrubs which provide shelter and forage for birds and a variety of wildlife, and include 
mature trees with large-diameter branches and nesting cavities (Figure 9). The following 
wildlife species listed in the CAO as Wildlife Species of  Local Importance (TCC 
Appendix 24.25-1, Table 24.25-5 and former Title 17 Table 9) have been identified onsite 
by a qualified Department of Natural Resources biologist: 

• Northern Harrier 
• American bittern 
• Short-eared owl  
• American kestrel 
• Band-tailed pigeon 
• Peregrine falcon 
• Bald eagle 
• Red tailed hawk 
• Bufflehead and wood ducks 

            Additional wildlife observed include Roosevelt elk, black tailed deer, weasel, muskrat,   
            mallard ducks, and a variety of snakes, lizards, amphibians, and pollinating insects. At 

least one young Oregon white oak tree was observed in the former clear cut on the southern 
portion of the property during the county site visit (Figure 9), as well as remnant CAO-
listed prairie plant species such as common camas, Virginia strawberry, large-leaf lupine, 
and goldenrod, valuable nectar sources for pollinators, in various locations (Figure 10; 

TCC Appendix 24.25-1, Tables 24.25-4 Habitats of Local Importance, 24.25-7 and 24.25-
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8 Diagnostic Wet and Dry Prairie Plants). The presence of CAO Wildlife Species of Local 
Importance on the Gorgas property meets the eligibility requirement for enrollment under 
the Significant Wildlife Habitat category.  

Management proposed: Farm and Agricultural Conservation Lands 

• Invasive plant species such as Scotch broom and other brush will be controlled, 
using mechanical means such as mowing rather than herbicides so as not to 
negatively impact reared honeybees. 

• Haying, honey production and honeybee forage maintenance will continue; these 
activities will also keep areas agricultural areas open and maintained for long-term 
farming. 

• Agricultural activities will not cause permanent conversion of wetlands or other 
aquatic features onsite through activities such as draining, filling, ditching, or 
clearing. 

Management Proposed: Significant Wildlife Habitat Area 

• Invasive plant species such as reed canarygrass and Scotch broom will be controlled 
within 200 feet of the wetland areas. Mechanical rather than chemical control 
methods will be used to avoid water contamination. 

• All riparian areas will be left undisturbed. 

• If any additional trees are planted, they will be native species, with desirable native 
understory plants preserved. 

• Snags and downed logs will be retained for wildlife habitat. 

• A 5-year review period over the next 20 years will be implemented. 

B. Public Benefit Rating System  

1. For which Priority Resources categories does the property qualify? 
▪ Farm and Agricultural Conservation Land 
▪ Significant Wildlife Habitat Area 

2. Which public access category has the property owner agreed to? 
▪ No public access is proposed 

3.         Does a conservation easement or historic easement apply to the property? 
▪ No conservation or historic easements 

4. Summary of Public Benefit rating: 
 

Category 
 

Points 

Farm and Agricultural Conservation 
Land 

 3 

Significant Wildlife Habitat Area  3 
TOTAL  6 
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C. Considerations 
1. Does the property meet the definition of open space? 

Yes, the Gorgas property appears to meet the definition of open space and meets 
the criteria for enrollment under the Farm and Agricultural Conservation land and 
Significant Wildlife Habitat Area priority resource categories.  

• The subject property is mapped within the LTA zone, has undergone 
commercial agriculture within the past 10 years, has a land 
conservation plan, and will continue to be managed for hay, honey, 
and honeybee forage production.  

• The wetland and upland habitat onsite support a variety of CAO 
Wildlife Species of Local Importance as well as some remnant 
prairie plant species and Oregon white oak. The Type F stream 
onsite has the potential to support Coho, steelhead, sockeye, pink, 
and Chinook salmon as passage barriers are replaced over time.  

• Supporting documents including a farm plan, a habitat management 
plan written by a qualified biologist who completed the 
environmental assessment, and wetland delineation completed by a 
certified wetland scientist, were submitted with the application 
materials. 

2. Any other factors relevant to the application in weighing the benefits to the public? 

Providing a tax incentive program to limit the development of this property will 
help to protect the farmland, aquatic habitat, and drinking water in Thurston 
County. Upland habitat and forest vegetation provide refugia for a variety of 
wildlife in an area where extensive logging on nearby properties has recently 
occurred. 

The management of the property as open space is consistent with other properties 
in the area. The classification of this land as open space and the subsequent tax 
relief to the landowner is also consistent with the county’s initiatives to preserve 
open space, as described in Item 7 of the Thurston County Strategic Plan. 

D. Findings  

The Gorgas property meets the criteria for enrollment under the Board’s Farm and 
Agricultural Conservation Land and Significant Wildlife habitat Area priority resource 
category, scoring 6 points in the Public Benefit Rating System. This makes the enrolled 
land, totaling 76.96 acres, eligible for a 50% reduction. This assessment is based on the 
following factors included in RCW 84.34 and in the Thurston County Open Space Program 
Guidelines: 

• The subject property is mapped within the LTA zone and has undergone 
commercial agricultural use within the past 10 years, with a land conservation plan 
submitted. 
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• The subject property is documented to support CAO Wildlife Species of Local
Importance.

• Supporting documents, including a wetland delineation report, biologist report,
farm management plan, and habitat management plan (HMP) completed by
qualified biologists were submitted.

Attachments: 
1. Vicinity Map
2. Master Application and Open Space Application, which includes:
3. Application
4. Site Map (p. 15 of application)
5. Assessor’s Map (Attachment A, p. 14)
6. Biologist report and Habitat Management Plan (Appendix A, p. 34)
7. Wetland Delineation documents and report (Appendix B, p. 41)
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 Appendix A. Site Maps 

 
 

Map 1. Map of agricultural and wildlife habitat areas on the Gorgas property 

Regenerating forest with  

Oregon white oak 
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Map 2. Gorgas property location map. The subject parcel lies southeast of Yelm, west of Bald 
Hill Rd. SE and east of Vail Rd. SE 

 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

City of Yelm
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Appendix B. Site Photos 

      

Figure 1. Hayfield just S. of Gorgas residence               Figure 2. Gorgas hayfield after baling 

  

Figure 3. Orchard trees from former farmstead               Figure 4. Beehive in edge of regenerating forest 
       
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. Freshwater emergent wetland (aquatic bed)     Figure 6. Yelm Creek, within wetland 
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Figure 7.  Wetland with reed canarygrass in foreground  Figure 8. Wetland with snags 

 

Figure 9. Mature Douglas firs with nesting cavity (left) and Douglas squirrel (center); young oak (right)     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 

 Figure 10.  Common camas (left), large-leaf lupine (center) and Virginia strawberry (right) 
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Notes

The information included on this map has been compiled by Thurston County staff from a variety of sources and is subject to change without notice. Additional elements may be present in reality that are not represented on the map. Ortho-photos and other

data may not align. The boundaries depicted by these datasets are approximate. This document is not intended for use as a survey product. ALL DATA IS EXPRESSLY PROVIDED ‘AS IS’ AND ‘WITH ALL FAULTS’. Thurston County makes no representations or

warranties, express or implied, as to accuracy, completeness, timeliness, or rights to the use of such information. In no event shall Thurston County be liable for direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, special, or tort damages of any kind, including, but not

limited to, lost revenues or lost profits, real or anticipated, resulting from the use, misuse or reliance of the information contained on this map. If any portion of this map or disclaimer is missing or altered, Thurston County removes itself from all responsibility

from the map and the data contained within. The burden for determining fitness for use lies entirely with the user and the user is solely responsible for understanding the accuracy limitation of the information contained in this map. Authorized for 3rd Party

reproduction for personal use only.

© 2025 Thurston County
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Building Development Center
3000 Pacific Ave SE, Suite 3000lympia, WA 98501

4Sk 360) 786- 5490 / ( 360) 754- 2939( Fax)

TDD L ne( 360) 754- 2933

Email' permit@co thurston wa. us

THURSTON COUNTY
www thurstoncountvbdc. com

Creating Solutions for Our Future
SINCE 185E

MASTER APPLICATION
This application must accompany a project specific supplemental application.

STAFF USE ONLY DATE STAMP

2025102340 25-107359 VA
Area:    

TH
RSTON COUNTY

ED

NOTE. AI
y Site: UNKNOWN JUN 0 4 20? 5

IN BLACK 11 22609310000 Space

Sub Type: Open Space- open P
M XMG DEWLOPMENT CENTER

Gopher Soils YES    NO Prairie Soils YES    NO Intake By:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION Application for Open Space

PROPERTY INFORMATION

1. Tax Parcel Number( s) 22609310000

2 Subdivision Name N/ A Lot#

3. Property Address unassigned City Yelm Zip Code 98597

4.Directions to Property( from Thurston County Courthouse)
Go to Yelm, Continue to Bald Hill Road. Stay on Bald Hill Road or take Vail Road South. Go to 138th Ave. SE. Parcel is

off 138th Ave. SE and sits behind 17825 138th Ave SE Yelm, WA 9597

PROPERTY ACCESS

5. Property Access QExisting  Proposed

6. Access Type   Private Driveway[—] Shared Dnveway Pnvate Road[] Public Road

7 Property Access Issues ( locked gate, gate code, dogs or other animals) E3No  Yes Gate locked Contact for access

Point of contact will be contacted for gate code prior to site visit. Gate codes written on tlus form are public
information. Property owner is responsible for providing gate code and securing animals prior to site visit.

WATER/SEPTIC

8 Water Supply Existing  Proposed

9. Water Supply Type El Single Family fwo Party Well Group A Group B

WATER SYSTEM NAME N/A
10 Waste Water Sewage Disposal Existing  Proposed

I I Sewage Disposal System Type Individual Septic System Community System ewer

NAME OF PUBLIC SYSTEM
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BILLING OF INVOICES

The fee charged at the time of application covers base hours listed on the fee schedule. When base hours by a Department
are used, a monthly billing invoice is generated at the hourly rate listed on the fee schedule. Should review of the project
exceed the base hours allotted, billing invoices shall be mailed to:  Owner   A licant   Point of Contact

PROPERTY OWNER additional property owner sheet can be obtained online at www thurstoncoun bdc com

Property Owner Name Roland and Cindy Gorgas

Mailing Address 17825 138th Ave SE City.
Yelm State WA Zip Code 98597

Phone(_)  Cell g53 80 3002 Fax (       

EMAIL astrofreak03@yahoo. com

Communication from staff provided by Email? YES   [:] N0

Property Owner Signature*   Date 6/4/25

APPLICANT

Applicant Name Roland and Cindy Gorgas

Mailing Address 17825 138th Ave SE Crty Yelm State WA Zip Code 98597

Phone(       )  Cell 25(   3 P80 3002 Fax )

EMAIL

Communication fror staff provided by Email? YES   NO

Signature*   Date 6/4/25

POINT OF CONTACT ( Person receZg al Cocorrespondcnce)

Name Cindy Gorgas

Mailing Address 17825 138th Ave SE Cif,
Yelm State WA Zip Code 98597

Phone Cell
53 3803002 Fax)

EMAIL

Communication from staff provided by Email? YES  [:] NO

Signature*   Date 6/ 4/25

DISCLAIMER

Application is hereby made for a permit( s) to authorize the activities described herein I certify that I am familiar with the information
contained in the application package and that to the best of my knowledge and belief, such information is true, complete, and accurate.
I further cer* that I possess the authority to undertake the proposed activities.  I hereby grant to the agencies to which this
application is made or forwarded, the right to enter the above- described location to inspect the proposed, in-progress or completed
work. I agree to start work only after all necessary permits/ approvals have been received

Revised 03 11 19



i r

TH" I' STON Cr1NW Thurston County Planning Department
CEIV.,     

3000 Pacific Ave SE, Suite 100jjJ6 C , 
Olympia, WA 98501

360) 754- 3355 / ( 360) 754- 2939 ( Fax)

THURSTON COUNTY Email. permit@co.thurston.wa. us
1N  5i.. rwtCErctwww. thurstoncountywa. gov/departments/ permitting

SINCE L852

OPEN SPACE CLASSIFICATION APPLICATION

FOR CURRENT USE- BASED PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT

IMPORTANT: Please read the Instructions, Things to Know, and Eligibility Criteria sheets before
completing this form. 

nName( s) of Applicant( s)     
o An dc .    h c r Qr

Mailing Address   -( g 5 I SOn A, .   S. Ct -    Day Phone Number( s) as?- 3edd - 30 d_'

Ye_ Nm W ry 7

Tax Parcel Number( s)    n    I p 0 o 0

General Location of Property

1.    Legal Interest in Property

IyOwner        Contract Purchaser Other( Describe)

2.    Total Acreage of Property 71 In .! L

3.    Acreage to be Enrolled in Open Space Program

4.    What is the Property Currently Used for?   V\       k us t

5.    What kind of public access do you propose?  ( Note.  Public access is not required for program
i ehgibili  .)

Lti None

Partial Access ( 1 point): Public access on a seasonal basis or access by members of the
organization utilizing the facility.

Substantial Access ( 2 points):  Year- round access to members and available to the public upon
special arrangement. Any user fees may not exceed three times the average cost for members

unlimited Access ( 4 points):  Year- round access to the public without special arrangement.

Please describe or explain.
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6.    Do you propose to apply a conservation easement or historic easement to your property?

Yes ( type:     Does one exist now?   Yes ( type

ECNo UlNo

Who will hold ( or does hold) the easement? N I A

7.    Before completing this part of the application, use the blue " Eligibility Criteria Checklist" to determine if
your property qualifies for any of the Priority Resource categories  ( Property must be eligible for at least
one Priority Resource and at least 3 points in order to be classified as open space.)  Use the list below to
indicate which Priority Resource categories you can document eligibility for.  Refer to the gray" Help List'
for sources of assistance, if needed.

HIGH PRIORITY RESOURCES ( 3 points each)

Acres

a.    Archaeological Sites

L5_     b.    Farm and Agricultural Conservation Land ( FACL)

c.    Fish- Rearing Habitat-- Ponds and Streams

d.    Geological and Shoreline Features

e.    Historical Sites

f.     Private Recreation Areas

g.    Rural Open Space Close to Urban or Growth Areas

h.    Significant Wildlife Habitat Areas

1.     Special Plant Sites

i.     Urban or Growth Area Open Space

MEDIUM PRIORITY RESOURCES ( 2 points each)

Acres

a.    Public Land Buffers

b.    Scenic Vista or Resources

LOW PRIORITY RESOURCES ( 1 point each)

Acres

a.    Resource Restoration

61.96
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8. IMPORTANTI Read all of the following information regarding tax liabilities before

signing this application form.

You will owe to the County the following additional taxes, interest and penalties when your property is
removed or withdrawn from current use classification. The following is a summary of state law.  Consult
RCW Chapter 84. 34 for details.

STATEMENT OF ADDITIONAL TAX, INTEREST, AND PENALTY DUE UPON REMOVAL OF

CLASSIFICATION:

A.  Upon removal of classification, an additional tax shall be imposed which shall be due and payable to
the county treasurer 30 days after removal or upon sale or transfer, unless the new owner has
signed the Notice of Continuance.  The additional tax shall be the sum of the following.

a.  The difference between the property tax paid as " Open Space Land" and the amount of
property tax otherwise due and payable for the last seven years had the land not been so
classified; plus

b.  Interest upon the amounts of the difference ( a), paid at the same statutory rate charged on
delinquent property taxes.

c.  A penalty of 20% shall be applied to the additional tax if the classified land is applied to some
other use except through compliance with the property owner' s request for withdrawal
process, or except as a result of those conditions listed in ( B) below.

B.  The additional tax, interest, and penalty specified in ( 8A) above shall not be imposed if removal
resulted solely from*

a.  Transfer to a governmental entity in exchange for other land located within the State of
Washington.

b.  A taking through the exercise of the power of eminent domain, or sale or transfer to an entity
having the power of eminent domain in anticipation of the exercise of such power.

c.  A natural disaster such as a flood, windstorm, earthquake, or other such calamity rather than
by virtue of the act of the landowner changing the use of such property.

d.  Official action by an agency of the State of Washington or by the county or city where the
land is located disallows the present use of such land.

e.  Transfer of land to a church when such land would qualify for property tax exemption
pursuant to RCW 84. 36. 020.

f.   Acquisition of property interests by State agencies or agencies or organizations qualified
under RCW 84. 34. 210 and 64. 04. 130 ( See RCW 84. 34. 108( 6)( f)).
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g.  Removal of land classified as farm & agricultural land under RCW 84 34. 020( 2)( e) ( farm
homesite).

h.  Removal of land from classification after enactment of a statutory exemption that qualifies
the land for exemption and receipt of notice from the owner to remove the land from
classification.

i.    The creation, sale, or transfer of forestry riparian easements under RCW 76 13 120.

t.    The creation, sale, or transfer of a fee interest or a conservation easement for the riparian

open space program under RCW 76. 09. 040.

k.  The sale or transfer of land within two years after the death of the owner of at least a fifty
percent interest in the land if the land has been assessed and valued as designated forest
land under chapter 84.33 RCW, or classified under this chapter 84.34 RCW continuously
since 1993 The date of death shown on the death certificate is the date used.

Removals and withdrawals from the program are processed by the Thurston County Assessor.

I ( We) the undersigned, swear under the penalty of perjury, that I ( We) am ( are) the owner(s) or contract
purchaser( s), of the land described above and that the above responses are made truthfully and to the best of my
our) knowledge.  I ( We) also understand that, should there be willful misrepresentation or willful lack of full

disclosure on my( our) part, the granting authority, which may hereafter classify said land under the provisions of
Chapter 84. 34 RCW, may subsequently remove the classification In addition, I ( we) am( are) aware of the potential
tax liability described above.

DATE: 20. 5 OWNERS:

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to before me this 2 day of JL) ne 2026-

NOTARY FlUIC
STATE OF WASNINGTUN

T""_' `  ( 4
MICH R " '  SON

MY COMN iSSION EXPIRES Notary Public in and for the State of Washington, residing in Thurston County
MAY 31, 2027

COMMISSION NO 23021497
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June 4, 2025

R,, J 0 4 2025

TO: Marisa Whisman KKWGDE* i0PMWCENTER

FROM: Cindy Gorgas
RE: Open Space Application

Hi Marissa,

Please find enclosed an Open Space application packet for Thurston County
parcel 2260931000.

Included in the packet

1. Thurston County Master Application ( 2 pages)
2. Open Space Application, signed and notarized ( 4 pages)

3. Application payment of$ 1, 856. 00
4. Application Narrative for FACL and SWH Habitat(s)

Management Plan ( six pages)
5. Attachments and photos ( 10 pages)
6. Appendix A : WA State Biologists Habitat Report/ Plan

six pages)

7. Appendix B: Wetland Assessment and Delineation

94 pages)

Please feel free to contact me at 253- 380- 3002 or astrofreak03@yahoo. com

to schedule a site visit and or with any questions you have.

Thank you for all your help as we've worked through the application
process.
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Thurston County Current Use/Open Space Tax Program 

2025 Application 

Application and supporting documents 

hand delivered to Thurston County Planning June 4, 2025 

Applicant(s): Roland and Cindy Gorgas, doing business as Forest Dog
Farms 
Mailine;address: 17825138th Ave. SE Yelm, WA 98597
Location of property: Thurston County/ outside city limits of Yelm

Acres in parcel: 76.960
ParcelNumber:22609310000 

The Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and the Southeast 
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of said Section Nine (9), Township 
Sixteen (16), North Range Two (2), East, W.M. 

Thurston County Recording 4737807. 

A: Site Characteristics 
Parcel 22609310000 is 79.960 acres in total, all of which are being 

proposed for the open space tax program with 15 acres as Farm and 
Agriculture Land (FACL) and 61.96 acres as Significant Wildlife Habitat. 
(Attachment B). No public access is proposed. Zoning is long term 
agriculture(LTA). The property is undeveloped and has no utilities or 
structures. The property lies east of the town of Rainier and south east 
of the city of Yelm in rural Thurston County ( Attachment A ). Several 
surrounding parcels are zoned LTA. The southern section of the parcel 
is bordered by a Rural Resource parcel (Attachment A '6848'). 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory 
indicates the parcel contains both Freshwater Emergent Wetlands and 
Freshwater Forested/Shrub wetland. 
(Attachment C). 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Priority Species 
on the web lists the portions of the parcel as a freshwater /forested 



shrub aquatic habitat and a breeding and winter use area for water 

fowl, ( Appendix B, pages 36-42). 

The Washington State department of Natural resources (DNR) Forest 
Practices Water Type Map indicates a Type A wetland, A forested 
wetland and a wet area not designated by specific type of wetland(Type 
X). (Appendix B, page 35). 

There are three distinct characteristics of the parcel: 

• 15 acres of traditional farm land currently used for honey and hay 
production; suitable for other agricultural uses. The parcel is 
zoned LTA and includes United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) prime soils per Thurston County Agricultural zoning 
updates completed in 2024. (Attachment C)

• 56.82 acres of wetlands (swamp)consisting of marshy flood plain 
and deciduous trees native to western Washington; hawthorn, 
aspen, alder, black cottonwood trees and Salix. A wetland 
professional has rated the wetland as a category II wetland with 
an overall score of 22 and a habitat score of Nine. (Appendix B)

• 20 acres forested area with Douglas fir, scotch pine , quaking 
aspen, salal and Douglas spirea, red flowering current, service 
berry, Pacific crabapple and Nootka rose (upland forest combined 
with forested wetland areas)

This application proposes Open Space Classification(s) for 15 acres of 

Farm and Agricultural Conservation Agriculture land and 61.96 acres of 

Significant Wildlife Habitat. 

Historic and Present Use of the Land: 
The agricultural fields have been used historically for farming ,The 

southern portion for timber production, and significantly larger areas of 
the parcel are and have been swamp wildlife habitat A farmstead once 
occupied the property , it's only remains are some old orchard trees. 
The parcel was logged in 2007. Since 2020 over 200 trees have been 
planted on the southern portion of the property. The agricultural fields 
produce hay and are used for honey bee forage. 












































































































































































































































