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	COMMUNITY PLANNING &
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
3000 Pacific Ave SE, Olympia, WA 98501
TTY/TDD call 711 or 1-800-833-6388
Website: ThurstonCPED.org

	Creating Solutions for Our Future
	Ashley Arai, Director



September 22, 2025 


TO: Thurston County Board of County Commissioners

FROM: Thurston County Planning Commission

DATE: September 22, 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk209424836]SUBJECT: Black Lake Quarry (Littlerock) Rezone and Land Use Amendment (CPA-24) Planning Commission Recommendation Letter

Dear Commissioners,
The Thurston County Planning Commission has completed its review of Comprehensive Plan Docket Item CPA-24, Black Lake Quarry (Littlerock) Rezone and Land Use Amendment.
The Planning Commission held work sessions on June 4th, June 18th, and July 2nd, a public hearing on August 6th, and issued a recommendation at a final work session on September 3rd, 2025. The Planning Commission received written and oral public testimony regarding the proposal, with 14 written comments. Ten written comments were against the proposal, citing primarily environmental concerns, particularly relating to the Black River. Three comments were in support of the proposal, and one requested thorough screening of impacts on groundwater levels and Oregon Spotted Frog habitat.
On September 3, 2025 the Planning Commission issued a recommendation (6-3) to deny the request of the land use and rezone amendment.
“Move to recommend that the Board of County Commissioners deny the rezone and land use amendment request.”
The Planning Commission produced the following findings of fact: 
Findings:
1. The applicant requested a site-specific land use and associated zoning amendment of approximately 270 acres (parcels 12718310000, 1371344000, 13724110000, 13724140000) located at 4741 88th Ave SW from Rural One Dwelling Unit per Twenty Acres (R 1/20) to Rural Resource Industrial (RRI). 
2. This item was added to the 2024-2025 Comprehensive Plan Docket as Item # CPA-24 in 2024.
3. The Thurston County Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on August 6, 2025, as required by Thurston County Code Chapter 2.05 Growth Management Public Participation.
4. This recommendation reflects the Planning Commission’s consideration of public input and review of the proposed amendment.
5. The recommendation is consistent with the Growth Management Act 36.70A RCW.
6. The recommendation is consistent with the Thurston County Comprehensive Plan.
7. The recommendation is consistent with the Thurston County County-wide Planning Policies.
8. The recommendation is consistent with the intents of the existing and requested zoning and land use designations, as provided in the Thurston County Comprehensive Plan and Thurston County Code Chapters 20.09B and 20.29.
9. The site is located adjacent to the Black River Corridor and contains habitat for the Oregon Spotted Frog, a federally listed species.
10. The site contains mapped potential wetlands, shoreline areas, fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas, critical aquifer recharge areas, geologically hazardous areas, and frequently flooded areas.
11. The site is adjacent on all sides to low-intensity rural uses; primarily open space and residential uses, and it outside of Urban Growth Areas or other areas which support intensive development. 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed amendment. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
________________________________________
Joel Hansen, Chair
 
Cc:	Thurston County Planning Commission Members	
Leonard Hernandez, County Manager
	Ashley Arai, CPED Director
	Travis Burns, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
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