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Since the 2021 Summit: Landscape Rebate Program

* |ncrease Conversion
Rebate from S1 to $2 per
square foot

* Increased residential cap
from $2,000 to $3,000
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Since the 2021 Summit: Landscape Rebate Program
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Since the 2021 Summit: eCart Launch

e Launched in April 2021

* Packaged and shipped over 5,400
orders

e Secured additional funding
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Since the 2021 Summit: Purified Water Campaign
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Since the 2021 Summlt_‘ Sustamable Landscape Guidelines

.
Introduction

A New Way to Landscap 2 Landscape Like a Pro
Envision Your Sustair L Landscape 4

Santa Clara Valley

Sustainable Landscape Guidelines

A Watershed Approach to Landscaping Evaluate Your Garden
: Start with a Site Plan 14  Evaluate Existing Irrigation 16
Test Your Soil 15 Consider Your Microclimates 17
Grow Living Soil
The Living Soil Sponge 18 How Much Mulch Do You Need? 22
Build Soll with Sheet Mulching 20 Add Compost and Mulch 23

Detain the Rain
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Tend Your Garden
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Design Inspirat

th Their Best Friends

Left on thelr own, plants arrange themselves into communities of
their friends based on common microclimates and interactions
with each other, with insects, birds, and other animals, and
nvironment. Most communities tend to
the landscape under similar environmental

While non-native plants may be equally adapted as native
s to the climate conditions of 3 particy

out<ompete them. So, we recommend learning something
about the Santa Clara County plant communities and sel
plants that e to live together from those lists.

Many of the plants in our region are adapted to the seasonally
dry Mediterranean climate. But there are plants which prefer to

gather near the shoreline or creekbed and tolerate significantly

ve Oaks (Quercus og
system of feeder roots under a ltter of
nd Valiey Oaks (Quercus loboto) lose theie leaves dur

extremely dry summers, s0 the plants tha
able to tolerate a highly fungal environment, These trees sunv
in clay sols that hold moisture in the rainy season, but becos
completely dry during much of the year, The fungal net

™ systems underground, which enables a
plants in the community to share resources to weather all seasons.

Corol Bells
Mixed Evergreen Forest plants thrive along watercourses and lakes, and on moist shady hillsides. The atmosphere in these places fs
often cool, and the native plants here are moderate water use plants. Many of these plants will tolerate winter inundation and heavy,
soqgy soil conditions. In the garden, these plants do best next to organically maintained Lywn areas that receive some limited summer
watering

Grasstands feature shrubless vege g r; these can appear either in moist, shady exposures, o in hot dry conditions.
Grasses blend easily with a mixture of annual wildflowers, broad-leaved perennial plan al for
insects, birds, and other wildife, and is largely deer resistant. In landscape:

three years to fully establish and become seif-sufficient. The meadow plan

on slopes

ture, and often are found on hot dry slopes. Very little

all o resinous leaves that help reduce evapotranspiration.

Many beautiful flowering natives, which are very drought tolerant and deer resistan, grow in these conditions. In landscapes, these
plants need a hot sunny location and good drainage.
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Reuse Your G

raywater

Install a Laundry to Landscape (L2L) System

Use water from a clothes washer to irrigate the outdoor landscape. Graywater is the gently used water from bathroom sinks, showers, and
clothes washers that can be directed into the landscape to provide a dependable, local source of watar throughout the dry season, This s
especially important for fruit-bearing and shade trees, which may suffer in imes of drought

The L2L system captures the graywater from the clothes washer's drain hose and connects to a diverter valve, which allows the graywates
to be directed to either the landscape or the sewer. It is one of the easiest graywater systems to construct and is very easy to maintain.

Equipment Summary

The 3/4"-1" irrigation tube must have one branch that maintains the diameter of the clothes washer drain line but may branch off into
1/2" tubing outlets to irrigate specific plants, The system does not aiter the household plumbing and therefore does not require a permit in
California, provided basic guidelines are followed. Determine your soil type (see p. 15) and use the chart below to calculate the estimated
square footage of area needed to safely disburse the graywater into the landscape through mulch basins. A mulch basin s a flat-bottomed
trench dug at a plant’s drip line and back-filled with mulch to help graywater infiltrate deeply into soil,

Sketch out your graywater plan before you install. Free detailed instructions and how-10 videos for installing your system are available
" P

A. Graywater Distribution Point, 8. Mulch 8asin, C. Sewer Standpipe, D. 3-way Diverter Valve, E. Auto Vent, F. Line to Landscape.

Calculate Your Mulch Basin Size
Determine how much graywater you will gen-
erate per laundry load. This depends upon
clothes washer type, age, and efficiency.
Graywater Gallons Per Day = Loads per 24
hours X Gallons per Load.
* Front load machine = 8-35 gallons
* Top load machine = 25-45 gallons
Your soll type ultimately determines the basin's
square footage or “footprint” to prevent gray-
water from ponding or running off your land-
scape.
Basin Square Footage = Gallons Per Day x Soil
Type Adjustment (Gallons per Sq. Ft. per Day)
Sandy Soil adjustment = 1.10
Clay Soil adjustment = 5.00

Graywater works best for high- and medium-water use plants, frult trees, decorative trees,
shrubs, and vines, Never use graywater on edible parts of plants, like root vegetables, and
avold salt- or pH-sensitive plants. Trees, especially frult trees, represent great opportunities
for using graywater in the landscape because they may need supplemental water during
drought (see p. 10).
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Graywater Is not sprayed. Instead, it flows through drip lines to the roots to avold human
contact and ponding. it should never connect to potable irrigation lines. Graywater and
potable irrigation systems should be installed, maintained, and planned seporately and inde
pendently from one another.

Seven Tips for Going
Gray Gracefully

1. Match Plant Water Needs to Gray-
water. Select moderate and low water
use plants and then use the graywater
in summer to provide supplemental
Irrigation.

2. Colculate the Amount of Graywater
avalable to irigate your plants by counting
the loads of undry you do each week
(see p.32). A typical medium sized fruit
tree requires about 31 gallons per week
during the summer, 50 plan accordingly.

3. Plan Your irrigation Schedule with Your
Laundry because groywater cannot be
stored and must be used on the same site
where it (s generated within the same day.

4. Mentify Distribution Points & minimum
of 18" from a property line and perma-
nently tabeled in five foot increments;
“CAUTION: NONPOTABLE WATER, DO
NOT DRINK."

5. Plan Before You Install. Corsider
the best place where the line should
ext the house through an exterior
wall or crowl space so that it aligns
with the most plants to lrigate
Identify where you may need to
grade, dig. or cross a pathway. The
clathes washer pump pushes water
asbout 50 feet across a flat landscape,
and a further distance downhill

6 Install & 3-Way Diverter Valve
to direct the flow to either the land-
scape or the sewer. Send graywater 1o
the sewer during the rainy season or If
you choose to run a laundry load with
bleach or other Inappropriate cleaning
agents. The diverter valve should be
dearly labeled and readily accessible so
you never have to second guess your-
self.

7. Use NonToxic Lquid Deter
gents to ensure your graywater irrk-
gation s "plant friendly™ The deter
pent should be non-toxic, low in salty,
blocompatible, and free of boron and
chiorine. Look for labels that include
“SaferChoice”™ and “USDA Siopreferrod
Products

8. Apply for a rebate before starting your

project at: WaterSavings.org. Get de-
talled information on example systerns,

questions, and virtual workshops at
WaterSavings.org.
33
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Since the 2021 Summit: DIY Lawn Buster Workshops

Interested in transforming

“your lawn into a low water
use landscape, but not
sure where to start?

Participate in one of the monthly in-person workshops
offered and recelve a 509 discount on plants at the

Our City Forest Community Nursery \
at 1000 Spring St. San Jose, CA 95110, \
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Contact lawnbusters aourcityforest.org
) or (408) 998-7337 x 107 with questions
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Since the 2021 Summit: Water Wise Video Series
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Since the 2021 Summit: Large Landscape Survey Program

Annual Performance (i)

143% 90% 37 $5.0k 6.4 4.5
¢ EX p a N d e d p rog ra m s seasondl seore Lost $ Applied Buc

Monthly Water Use (i)

Charts

* Landscape irrigation budgets & field
surveys

Monthly 1000 Gal
Manthly Inches
Annual 1000 Gal
Annual Feet

* Over 3,800 sites in program

Annual Stats

* Improve communication between
stakeholders

* Check your sites at Waterfluence.com
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Since the 2021 Summit: Qualified Water Efficient
Landscaper Training (BayQWEL)

* Online curriculum
* Visit qwel.net for more classes
* More Santa Clara County QWEL classes to come
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QUALIFIED WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPER (QWEL)
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Other
Information

* Resources at
www.SouthBayGreenGardens.org

* Videos at www.watersavings.org

* Report water waste by emailing
WaterWise@valleywater.org or
through Access Valley Water.
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http://www.southbaygreengardens.org/
http://www.watersavings.org/
mailto:WaterWise@valleywater.org

Thank you!

Any questions?

watersavings.org

Conservation@valleywater.org

Hotline: 408-630-2554

Access Valley Water,
download or look at
the bottom right
corner of
valleywater.org

Sign up for our eNewsletter

Stay up-to-date with Santa Clara Valley Water District

Report water waste, homeless encampments, or other problems to
Valley Water >>
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