
About Valley Water

Valley Water manages an integrated water resources 
system that includes the supply of clean, safe water, 
flood protection, and stewardship of streams on behalf 
of Santa Clara County’s 2 million residents. Valley 
Water is the flood protection authority for Santa 
Clara County, annually preparing creeks for winter 
rains through levee maintenance, sediment removal, 
bank repair, and vegetation management. We have 
invested more than $1 billion in flood protection efforts 
to protect nearly 100,000 parcels, with many more 
projects planned. Valley Water performs work annually 
under its Stream Maintenance Program to repair 
damage to creeks, reducing the risk of flooding and 
keeping our communities safe. 

As a reminder, please keep debris and trash out of our 
streams. If you see trash polluting a creek, pond, or 
reservoir, call 1 (888) 510-5151.
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Envíe un correo electrónico a Translations@
valleywater.org si tiene preguntas sobre este 
documento.

Vui lòng liên hệ với Translations@valleywater.org 
nếu bạn có thắc mắc về tài liệu này.

如果您对此文件有任何疑问，请联系  
Translations@valleywater.org。
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A backhoe will be used to complete the work along Calabazas Creek.
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Calabazas Creek Rehabilitation Project

Erosion site along Calabazas Creek.



Calabazas Creek Rehabilitation Project

Project information and benefits
As part of Valley Water’s commitment to reducing the risk of flooding in 
our communities, and improving the environment, the Calabazas Creek 
Bank Rehabilitation Project will start in mid-June. The repair work along the 
creek between Miller Avenue and Bollinger Road in the City of Cupertino 
includes stabilizing banks that have eroded during high water flows, and 
managing vegetation by removing non-native species, and replacing them 
with riparian native plantings. 

As part of the project, Valley Water will repair and stabilize damaged 
creek sections at ten locations to their as-built or natural condition. Once 
completed, the project will:

• Minimize future bank failure and potential damage 
to nearby properties.

• Minimize impacts on water quality and riparian habitat associated 
with continued bank erosion.

• Reduce the need for on-going maintenance.

• Maintain the existing level of flood protection.  

The project area along Calabazas Creek features steep banks prone to 
erosion, making nearby properties vulnerable. In 2011, Valley Water 
completed construction on the Calabazas Creek Flood Protection Project 
along a 3.7-mile stretch of Calabazas Creek between Miller Avenue in 
Cupertino and Wardell Road in Saratoga. 

During Valley Water inspections, staff observed significant erosion, signs 
of bank failure and surfaces lacking cover from vegetation. Many of these 
issues arose from significant winter storms in late 2016 and early 2017. The 
project aims to address and minimize the re-occurrence of these issues so 
that flood protection and riparian habitats are maintained.

Work schedule and safety
Environmental laws and regulatory agencies limit work in creeks to specific 
times throughout the year. The project work will be completed in two 
construction seasons, with the first phase scheduled from June 1 through 
October 15, 2022 and the second phase from April 15 through October 15, 
2023. Crews will be working Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and as needed on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Crews will access the 
creek from Miller Avenue onto Creekside Community Park and also from 
Bollinger Road. Please use caution when driving on these streets and follow 
all traffic control measures and flaggers. 

A silent piler, like the one pictured above will be used to install sheet piles along sections of Calabazas Creek to 
help prevent future erosion. 
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https://delivr.com/2uz9z

For your safety, please comply with all construction signage and fencing 
to avoid entering active construction areas where large equipment and 
personnel will be working. 

We are in a severe drought emergency. Let’s all say YES to saving water 
and make conservation a way of life. Visit watersavings.org to access 
informational resources, tools and rebate programs. 

To find out the latest information on Valley Water projects or to  
submit questions or comments, use our Access Valley Water  
customer request system at access.valleywater.org.
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Questions?
Please contact Public Information Representative Jose Villarreal via email 
at jvillarreal@valleywater.org or by calling 408-630-2879.


