
Name City/Town Topic Comments

marion houle fuquay varina EMS I have been a member of Cary EMS for 29 years.  I 

chose Cary EMS because of the family 

environment.  During my career I have had many 

opportunities to apply with Wake County EMS.   I 

am not in favor of this merger, 5  valuable 

employees will lose their jobs.

Mark Dixon Morrisville Wake County 

Public Schools

I foresee that Wake County will continue to grow.  

 With that growth and the good reputation of 

Wake County Public Schools, it is reasonable to 

state that more funding is needed to support the 

education of the next generation.  I see the 

metaphorical "planting the seeds of the future" 

as an involved parent for 7 years and a PTA 

leader for the last 2.   You should have noticed 

the incredible achievements of the school district, 

Principals, teachers, and staff during this 

unprecedented time.  I am grateful for their 

efforts.  However, I fear that the lack of financial 

support for the whole system will negatively 

impact the ability for WCPSS to serve their 

students.  Now is not the time to play with the 

numbers like an accountant, but to try and 

understand the real value that schools bring to 

the community.



Jon Naylor CARY Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget. I grew up in Cary and the 

symphony had an incredible impact on my life. 

They are a true source of light and beauty in the 

county.

Carolyn Montague Knightdale,  NC Wake County 

Public Schools

United arts Council does a  lot  to  bring in artists 

to our public  schools.  Reducing funding would 

hurt our students because many of our students 

are not provided the opportunity  to see 

programs and artists like the ones that come to 

our school. UAC funding is greatly needed and 

appreciated.  Please do not cut the United Arts  

funding no more than the proportional decrease 

in the county's budget.



Eileen Fay McEnaney Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve and am a senior citizen 

with multiple medical problems, including 

problems with both legs. I can't walk well & am 

subject to falls from which I can't get up. I'm my 8 

years living here I have required at least 10 - 15 

calls to CARY EMS some just to get me off the 

floor, but I have also needed hospital transport 

(been at all 3 hospitals).  One was for a call 

resulting in 3 broken ribs and 2 lower spinal 

surgeries. I have found the Cary EMS staff to 

respond quickly and they are extremely 

professional, while also being polite & 

understanding.  I also believe they would have a 

better response time. They know Carolina 

Preserve well and I would guess that Wake would 

not be as responsive or professional as Cary.  

PLEASE leave us with Cary!  This matter is VERY 

important to me and I would be totally crushed if 

we were to lose Cary to Wake. I have lived in 

many cities in my life and Cary EMS is the 

absolute best anywhere  AAA +  GO CARY 😀

Jonathan Edwards Raleigh Libraries Cutting library hours may not impact things right 

now, given COVID, but it might have a severe 

detrimental effect once society is able to open 

back up. Libraries are key to upward mobility.



Heather Keefer Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Tuesday, June 2, 2020    Chair Greg Ford & Wake 

County Commissioners  Wake County, NC    Re: 

Wake County Proposed Budget    Dear 

Chairperson Ford & the Wake County 

Commissioners,    WakeUP Wake County would 

like to thank County Manager David Ellis on 

drafting a budget in these unprecedented times. 

We would also like to thank you and your 

commissioners for your leadership through this 

crisis. Managing North Carolina’s largest county 

during a pandemic with a recession and an 

already established housing crisis is no elected 

officials dream, but we appreciate your continued 

work.    Before the public health crisis that caused 

unemployment to triple and stress-related 

mental health issues for many, housing was 

becoming harder for many families to secure. 

Since then, it has only gotten worse. WakeUP 

signed on to a letter asking Commissioners to 

fund Wake Prevents! and applauding the House 

Wake Plan. We know from 2008 that recovery is 

slowest for those at lower income levels. We 

urge the board to continue making this a priority.    

  WakeUP is disappointed that WCPSS’ seven-year 

plan and the Wake Transit Plan are going to see 

delays. As we all adapt to a new reality of remote 

learning, adjusted school schedules, and a 

different safety concern for our students and 



Carolyn Wood Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 community, 

in West Cary. Our 1360 homes are currently 

served by West Cary EMS, who have several EMS 

teams nearby, one being 5 minutes away.  They 

respond quickly and expertly to many 

emergencies in our community, having saved 

many lives.  Since most of our community is 

located in Chatham County, a take over of Cary 

EMS by Wake County would change our coverage 

to Chatham County EMS.  They have no locations 

anywhere nearby and response times would be 

greatly increased. If this happens, I fear greatly 

for the health and lives of my husband, myself 

and my neighbors.  Rapid response is crucial.  

Please do not take that away from us! You will be 

doing a great disservice to Cary residents who are 

just over the county line.

Candice Lewis Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please increase funding for WCPSS to 

accommodate school growth, and provide for 

additional resources for the schools to meet the 

recommended CDC guidelines.

Anonymous Fuquay Varina EMS I support the consolidation of service. Now is not 

the time to raise taxes. We can get the same level 

of service for less money by eliminating 

administrative positions. Why would we not do 

that? Seems like a no brainer to me. We should 

probably do the same thing with the fire 

departments. Why do we need to pay 18 

different chiefs. It is redundant. Save money and 

the same level of service-that's what we need.



Hongwei Zan Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Public schools need funding. Children are our 

future. They need to get qualified education, nice 

learning environment, and best living recources. 

They need good teachers, safe transportations, 

and enough school supplies. We cannot tolerate 

for cutting the school funding!!!

William R Pogue Cary EMS We live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 adult 

community of over 2000 people.  All of Carolina 

Preserve is in the city of Cary, but most of the 

houses are across the line into Chatham County. 

Average age in CP is over 70 and quick access to 

health care is a primary reason the we purchased 

homes in this area.  Please do not make any 

changes the remove Cary EMS services from our 

development.

Trish Manzene cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Please fund counselors at public schools, teacher 

pay,  custodians to keep the school cleaner than 

it has in the past, and all other elements our kids 

need.  Please fund our future!



Pam Burns Cary EMS 104 Dowington Lane Cary NC 27529.   Please do 

not consolidate the Cary EMS with the Wake 

County EMS. I live at Carolina Preserve, a 55 plus 

community that has part of it in Wake County 

and part in Chatham County. We live in Chatham 

county and our mailing address is Cary. The Cary 

EMS has taken excellent care of our community 

and are only 5 minutes away which can mean the 

difference of life and death in a dangerous 

situation. Restricting our access to Chatham 

County EMS will mean a longer response time 

and will be a block to safety for our community. 

We have excellent rapport and appreciation of 

the Cary EMS.   Thank you for all your help and 

kind support.   Sincerely,   Pamela Burns

Kate Wood Cary EMS I live in the Chatham part of Cary. Taking away 

the Cary EMS would greatly effect many of us as 

the time for response would be increased 

dramatically. We pay taxes to Cary and feel like 

this very necessary service should not be 

eliminated. Many lives will be sacrificed while 

waiting for EMS to come from Chatham County if 

this happens. Please support your Cary Chatham 

County constituents. Thanks you for your service 

to our community!



Cynthia Nowak Apex EMS As a paramedic volunteer of Cary Area EMS for 

many years now, I have seen many changes.  But 

one thing that has never changed is the care each 

volunteer and staff member has always provided  

the citizens of Wake county.  I would hate to see 

our volunteer program no longer available as I 

love knowing I can give back to the community 

through this program and it would not be 

available to me if there is a merger with Wake 

County EMS.  Please take this option off the 

budget for 2021.  Thank you.

Daniel Burns Cary EMS "Hi, my name is Daniel Burns and I live at 104 

Dowington LN, Cary North Carolina 27519.     I am 

very concerned about the proposal to transfer 

EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.   Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.  Daniel Burns

Kassandra Watson WAKE FOREST Wake County 

Public Schools

I am in support of the budget increase for the 

Wake County Public School system. Our teachers 

and our children deserve it.



Jessica Dixon Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

I encourage the commissioners to reconsider fully 

funding WCPSS' request for the upcoming school 

year. With the unprecedented COVID crisis, the 

school system is working double time to find 

ways to provide education and guarantee equity 

both in the classroom and via remote learning. 

They will already have to do more with less; 

denying the full funding request will only 

exacerbate existing struggles to meet those 

needs. As President of the PTA at my child's 

school, I have a front-row seat to the gaps left by 

the current lack of funding. Our PTA has done all 

we can to raise funds and funnel that money back 

into the school, but rules for nonprofits limit how 

we can spend our money and we cannot fully fill 

that ever-widening gap. A fully funded public 

school system is essential. As a WCPSS graduate 

and a healthcare provider in a safety-net hospital 

on the front lines of this pandemic, I feel that 

failure to fund our schools to the requested level 

will have devastating downstream effect on our 

community's ability to educate and retain future 

healthcare providers, teachers, and community 

leaders. The effects of the decisons we make now 

will be felt for years to come. I urge you to 

choose to invest in our children by fully funding 

WCPSS.



Bruce Merer Cary EMS Seven years ago, i moved to the senior 

community Carolina Preserve. In Cary. The main 

reason for moving here were the excellent 

medical facilities and outstanding physicians in 

this area. The Cary EMS services with its speed 

and highest professionalismwere a determining 

factor to move onto this particular community. 

The Cary EMS saved my life more than once.  

Please reject the current proposal to change the 

EMS services.  Thank you,  Bruce Merer

Gabriel Zilnik Raleigh Sheriff Wake County should cut funds from public 

services related to policing. All proposed budget 

cuts to public services such as EMS, public 

libraries, and increases in fees for public services 

should be dropped from the proposed budget. 

Instead, slash funding to WCSO and redirect the 

savings to the proposed agencies that would 

receive cuts.



Kristi Kamada Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

I urge the Board to fully fund the Wake County 

Public School System as proposed by Dr. Moore.  

NC public school systems are surviving, not 

thriving,  in an era of unfunded mandates from 

the NCGA.  Starting next school year, another 

unfunded mandate from the state is an additional 

5 days to the 2020-21 school year. The NCGA 

failed to provide the funding needed for the cost 

of operating schools 5 more days!  And with the 

uncertainty about what public ed will look like 

next year, our growing school system will need 

funds to respond in a safe and effective manner.  

We should ALWAYS act to support our public 

schools as generously as possible so that the 

schools, in turn,  can provide the best support to 

ALL citizens in our county.

Sara Mitchell Morrisville Wake County 

Public Schools

Every day and regardless of what is going on in 

our society right now, we have new residents 

moving into our area (Wake County). The kids 

need the educational resources to learn whether 

at home or in school. Our budget needs to be 

bigger to fit those needs. We cannot forget the 

growing population and we need to be prepared 

for that increasing number.



Kathleen Maluvius Cary EMS Hi my name is Kathleen Maluvius and I live in 

Carolina Preserve, we have been serviced by Cary 

EMS since I moved here and are very happy with 

the professional and speedy service they provide 

to the 55 and over community. We cant afford to 

lose our speedy Response time, where as then it 

would take much longer if they even come and it 

could mean loss of life. We are also In Chatham 

county just across the line so what does that 

mean with The Change?  Please, do not change 

what has worked for 10 years. Ours and other 

communities Epcon and others will suffer a great 

loss of a very needed service to its community. 

We need this to stay the same.  Thank you in 

advance, Kathleen Maluvius

Audrey Lorie Cary EMS Cary EMS are here in 5 minutes or less and any 

other town EMS will take much too long.  We are 

extremely satisfied with the CARY EMS company 

and do not want any changes.



Rebecca Rumpf Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please keep funding for Marbles Children's 

Museum. My family recently became members of 

Marbles, where my son and I have shared many 

hours of fun and learning. My son is able to play 

with children of all socioeconomic groups. On our 

last visit to Marbles before the Covid19 

confinement, he played with a child whose skin 

color was different from his. He quickly invited 

her to his upcoming birthday party. Without 

Marbles, meetings like this would not be possible. 

Keep Marbles open so they can continue to bring 

all people together.

Cheri Thomas Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Wake county schools are already under funded. I 

do not agree with the proposed budget cut. If we 

do not put more effort into our children's 

educations then we are a doomed society. If you 

can not grant the Superintendent's budget, 

please consider keeping funding for the coming 

year where it was for the current year. Do not 

decrease funding for education.



Macy Cole Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Honorable Commissioners,    As a teacher within 

the WCPSS, please fully fund our school board's 

financial requests for the 2020-2021 school year.      

    Prior to the recession, our schools were already 

underfunded, and now, in this tenuous and 

troubling period, we need more PPE, more access 

to technology, more transportation, more space, 

and even more teachers given potentially smaller 

class sizes.  Public schools are under threat from 

multiple directions, and to sustain the quality of 

our community, we must protect and support our 

public school system.      At the very minimum, 

we must have the same per pupil funding that we 

had last year, which will still be a decrease in 

funding during a critical period.      As a 

constituent, I urge you to support the school 

board's budget request.    Regards,    Macy Allen 

Cole

Charles F fleming Cary EMS I reside in Carolina Preserve a 55 Plus community 

located in Northwest Cary which is outside of 

Wake and currently serviced by Cary EMS. They 

provide the excellent rapid service required by 

our community which is for the most part 

physically located in Chatham County.  My 

concern is that we will lose the excellent EMS 

service currently available if we lose Cary EMS. Is 

Wake EMS prepared to guarantee the current 

level of service that is being provided to all of the 

Town of Cary including that part located in 

Chatham?    Thank You,  Charles Fleming



Emily Malpass Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

For wcpss to reopen safely they're funding needs 

to be increased from this proposed budget. My 

suggestion would be to further increase the 

registration fee charged of pools, the budget is 

proposing a nominal increase but this entire fee is 

less than one family's subscription to a 

community pool in the summer. This would be an 

easy way to distribute an increase in fees and 

could be directed toward Wake county public 

schools. In particular, school sanitation workers 

are overworked and need to be properly staffed 

going into any potential reopening. I would 

strongly urge finding a way to increase funding to 

that end, as well as to procure PPE and necessary 

cleaning supplies for the schools.

Emily Malpass Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

For wcpss to reopen safely they're funding needs 

to be increased from this proposed budget. My 

suggestion would be to further increase the 

registration fee charged of pools, the budget is 

proposing a nominal increase but this entire fee is 

less than one family's subscription to a 

community pool in the summer. This would be an 

easy way to distribute an increase in fees and 

could be directed toward Wake county public 

schools. In particular, school sanitation workers 

are overworked and need to be properly staffed 

going into any potential reopening. I would 

strongly urge finding a way to increase funding to 

that end, as well as to procure PPE and necessary 

cleaning supplies for the schools.



J Adamo Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are served by the 

West Cary EMS located 5 minutes from us.  I live 

in the section of our development that is just 

over the border in Chatham County, even though 

we are Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS 

into Wake Co. EMS, we will have to rely on 

Chatham Co. EMS to come from a much farther 

distance. Please do not pass this proposal and put 

some of our most vulnerable residents at risk of 

not being saved in an emergency.



Linda Cline Cary, NC EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.     Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.     Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.     Thank you.  Linda & Joseph 

Cline



Krista Chern Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

The school system has had their budget cut and is 

already working with very little. Please do not 

take away more. Students will not only have 

academic needs but they will have social and 

emotional needs due to the remote learning 

situation. We will need to give them more 

support and needs funds in order to do that. They 

are our future.

Jean Scholz Cary EMS "Hi, my name is (_____Jean Scholz_____) and I 

live at 715 Burnaby Ct__________, Cary North 

Carolina 27519.     I am very concerned about the 

proposal to transfer EMS support for my 

community, Carolina Preserve, from Cary 

coverage to Chatham County.   Cary has several 

EMS teams nearby that can respond quickly and 

effectively to emergencies in our 55 plus 

community.  Transfer to Chatham County would 

likely result in slower response times, as there 

are no Chatham County facilities nearby.  This 

could be extremely detrimental to the Cary 

citizens in our community.  Thank you so much 

for your consideration.  Jean Scholz

Jayne Legatowicz Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

UNITED ARTS COUNCIL:  We want to keep the 

funding and not have the funding reduced in the 

Wake County budget for United Arts Council that 

the commissioners are voting on. Comments are 

close today at 5 o'clock.    Thank you.



Courtney S Griffin Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

I am very concerned about proposed cuts to the 

WCPSS budget. It is imperative that we maintain 

AT LEAST the same per pupil funding so that 

schools are able to provide the quality education 

that we expect. In the current COVID-affected 

environment, there are additional needs for 

funding as well that cannot be overlooked, such 

as: additional resources for keeping the schools 

clean and safe, i.e. cleaning supplies, in house 

custodial staff, increased need for transportation 

workers to lower the number children on buses,    

individual supplies for teachers to keep their 

classrooms clean, etc. It is not fair to expect 

teachers or parents to have to cover all of the 

additional costs associated with keeping the 

schools clean in the midst of a public health 

emergency. We count on the school system to do 

the right thing, not to mention the things it was 

elected to do, by providing all necessary 

resources to foster a meaningful public 

education. We are confident that you will 

consider all aspects of this situation and allocate 

all of the funding necessary to achieve those 

ends. If not, we will likely lose a great number of 

teachers and students and the school system that 

we have spent so many years supporting will no 

longer be as strong as it once was or could be in 

the future. Thank you for your consideration.



Delta Nordhorn Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary. I am concerned about 

the proposal to transfer EMS  support from our 

community, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County. West Cary has several EMS teams 

nearby. They respond quickly to emergencies in 

our community. Transfer to Chatham County 

would result in slower response time , as there 

are no Chatham County facilities nearby. This 

could result in deaths to  the Cary Citizens Of our 

community.     Please reconsider this proposal!  

Thank you so much  Delta Nordhorn  1027 

Ventnor Place, Cary NC



Courtney S Griffin Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

I am very concerned about proposed cuts to the 

WCPSS budget. It is imperative that we maintain 

AT LEAST the same per pupil funding so that 

schools are able to provide the quality education 

that we expect. In the current COVID-affected 

environment, there are additional needs for 

funding as well that cannot be overlooked, such 

as: additional resources for keeping the schools 

clean and safe, i.e. cleaning supplies, in house 

custodial staff, increased need for transportation 

workers to lower the number children on buses,    

individual supplies for teachers to keep their 

classrooms clean, etc. It is not fair to expect 

teachers or parents to have to cover all of the 

additional costs associated with keeping the 

schools clean in the midst of a public health 

emergency. We count on the school system to do 

the right thing, not to mention the things it was 

elected to do, by providing all necessary 

resources to foster a meaningful public 

education. We are confident that you will 

consider all aspects of this situation and allocate 

all of the funding necessary to achieve those 

ends. If not, we will likely lose a great number of 

teachers and students and the school system that 

we have spent so many years supporting will no 

longer be as strong as it once was or could be in 

the future. Thank you for your consideration.



Susan Stines Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

It defies logic to suggest that during a pandemic 

that demands flexibility, increases in technology, 

and mental health support that you would not 

increase the budget for Wake County Public 

Schools.  Add to that the recent racial unrest in a 

diverse county and you will also need additional 

resources to educate, support, and uplift. It is 

shortsighted to continue to shortchange the 

education budget at a time when you will be 

losing teachers due to stress and low pay.

irene holzman Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve and would be very 

unhappy if our Cary EMS was taken away from us 

and have Wake which would taken longer to 

respond to emergencies



Jessica Dixon Cary EMS I'm concerned that the plan to take over Cary 

EMS and E. Wake EMS is predicated on faulty 

logic, incomplete financial data, and erroneous 

projections. Burying the takeover attempt in a 

budget update lacks transparency. As a lifelong 

resident of Cary and a former volunteer & board 

member at Cary EMS, I have grave concerns 

about the impact on EMS service in my area. 

During an unprecedented public health crisis is a 

terrible time to make sweeping changes to a vital 

healthcare service, especially without further 

investigation into and publication of the 

anticipated impact to the people in the service 

area. In addition, this plan will lead to the 

elimination of the last volunteer EMS programs in 

the county and the Citizens' Academy, without 

which I and many other local healthcare 

providers would not be in the healthcare field. 

Closing that pipeline is not in the best interests of 

our county. I encourge the commissioners to 

reconsider this plan and remove it from the 

current budget until a more thoughtful impact 

study is undertaken.



Ronald Madl Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, a community of mostly 

retired folks, who frequently use EMS. Our 

current EMS support has been great - with 

approximately 5 minutes arrival times.  If Wake 

assumes the EMS, our service will then 

transferred to Chatham county EMS services. 

That is much further away from the community. 

We are a 1300 living unit community situated on 

the border of Wake and Chatham and Wake 

counties in Cary. We strongly object to having our 

EMS support transferred to Chatham county, as it 

would result in a vast increase in arrival times for 

our residents. We  much prefer to stay with the 

current Cary EMS system.  Thanks.  Ron & Linda 

Madl



Mark Anderson Cary EMS I am for the merger of the county's "contract 

angencies". I find it odd that the county provides 

a budget for 3 different EMS agencies that 

operate under the same medical director, 

protocols and attend the same training. We are 

so similarly trained that wake county personnel 

regularly aid the "contract agencies" with staffing 

and vice versa. In the case of Eastern wake ems, 

the county already owns the ambulances and a 

majority of their facilities and recently paid to 

build 2 new stations. The wake ems admin are 

proactive when it comes to response times and 

are constantly working on making sure the 

service is even throughout the county, so I do 

believe the ems admin staff would not allow for 

drop in service if a merger comes about. If the 

choice is a merger that would have little to no 

impact in service or the further removal of 

ambulances and/or possible layoffs which would 

have a greater impact to the citizens of wake 

county as a whole. I choose merger.

Christa Merer Cary EMS I am a resident of Carolina Preserve, a Senior 

Community in Western Cary, part of it located in 

Wake County and part in Chathem County. The 

Cary EMS has served our cummunity extemely 

well with their fast and expert response to 

emergencies, having a positive effect on our 

health outcomes.  We strongly urge you to reject 

the current proposal.  Please reject the current 

proposal.   Thank you,  Christa Merer



Debbie Flanigan Holly Springs Wake County 

Public Schools

I am a teacher in WCPSS and the parent of a 

rising 7th, 10th and 12 grader who attend a 

WCPSS school.  Better said by a colleague, 

Kathryn Thompson.. "Under ordinary 

circumstances, our schools are struggling. We are 

losing quality teachers due to the demands of the 

job. Most teachers do not have much more to 

give, emotionally or financially. We're hanging 

tough because we love our students and we are 

proud of our profession. A budget increase is 

neccessary to improve the work and lives of 

educators ans students and their families.  These 

are not ordinary circumstances. To safely reopen 

schools, we will need additional staff. We will 

need additional resources, tools, training, and 

materials. There is no such thing as an under-

funded safe school. A safe school in a pandemic is 

a fully-funded school. To ensure that all 

educators and students can safely and equitably 

access quality education, we must make schools 

as safe as possible.  I know that many people, 

businesses, organizations, and government 

structures are struggling right now. School plays a 

critical role in the functioning of our community. 

We cannot say how essential school is and not 

fully fund the safe re-opening of schools. That 

would be hipocrisy. Esse Quam Videri; to be 

rather than to seem. Let us truly be in full support Gina Harris-Powell Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Wake county is bursting at the seams. The 

revenue collected from the NC lottery is 

disproportionately distributed.  Considering this 

is, by all accounts,  the fastest growing district,  

more more needs to be allocated to Wake 

County public schools.



Robert Locke Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.



Edward Randall Cary EMS I have been a resident of Carolina Preserve for 

about eight years. I have served on various 

committees at Carolina Preserve so I am 

somewhat informed on the most important 

services that are provided for our homeowners.  

Likewise, much is given back to the counties of 

Chatham and Wake by our residents. Since the 

residents in our community are 55+, they do not 

drain either of the counties from services like 

Education and Welfare, and even Social Services. 

All 2,500 of our residents do, however, have a 

high need for timely medical transportation and 

medical treatment due primarily to their age and 

medical conditions. There have been expressions 

of serious concern about "Phantom" savings due 

to the proposed consolidation of EMS Services. 

For thirty years of my business career, I was an 

executive (CEO) who was highly successful in 

Turnaround Situations. It was always important 

that operating management are able to 

distinguish Phantom savings vs, Real savings to be 

sure that the real impact of Proposed savings is 

achieved and not offsetting a total negative 

impact financially.     I would be more that willing 

to met with the appropriate people to share my 

background in the above matters.    Thanks, Ed 

Randall, CPA and CEO



Barbara Greenberg Cary EMS As a resident of Carolina Preserve, I have been 

fortunate to have the services of Wake County 

EMS even though I technically live in Chatham 

County.  The response time to our neighborhood 

of retired individuals is extremely important.  If 

we have to get the EMS squad from Chatham 

County, we will lose precious minutes that could 

be life-saving.  Please consider keeping the Wake 

EMS for Carolina Preserve.  Thank you.

Stefanie Reed Morrisville Wake County 

Public Schools

If kids are going to attend classes in the Fall, 

teachers will need proper PPE equipment, hand 

sanitizers need to be purchased for each 

classroom and bathrooms need to be clean 

frequently. All this requires extra money that 

WCPSS does not have. Commissioners, Please 

include additional money in the WCPSS budget to 

supplement the resources needed to safely 

educate kids and protect teachers in the Covid19 

pandemic



Joseph Valvona, Jr. Cary EMS I am a resident of Carolina Preserve located in 

West Cary.  Carolina Preserve is an over 55 senior 

community with 1,360 homes.  Our community is 

serviced on a daily basis by the Cary EMS station 

on Mills Park Drive, approximately 2 miles and 5 

minutes travel time from the Carolina Preserve 

community.  In talking with my neighbors and 

other residents of this community it is clear, and 

not surprisingly so given the demographics of 

Carolina Preserve, that Cary EMS is quite 

frequently dispatched to our community.  

Perhaps more often than EMS services are sent 

to any other community in the Triangle.  Their 

fast response, expertise in emergency care, and 

understanding and compassionate attention to 

emergency situations for sick or injured members 

of this senior community is, quite frankly, 

invaluable and an absolutely necessity.    Much of 

Carolina Preserve is just over the Wake County 

line in Chatham County.  Research shows that 

Chatham County does not run its own EMS 

service.  Rather, it contracts with FirstHealth of 

the Carolinas.  According to its website, 

FirstHealth of the Carolinas provides service not 

only Chatham County, but Montgomery and 

Richmond counties, as well.  They cover a service 

area of more than 3,000 square miles.  The 

Chatham County EMS service is dispatched from 



Wayne Galke Raleigh Community 

Organizations

United Arts Council does so much to bring in 

artists to our public schools & that reducing 

funding would hurt our students. Many of our 

students only see programs & artists like the ones 

that come to our schools only at our schools. 

Many students are not provided the opportunity 

outside of school to be introduced to artists 

except through our schools via UAC funding.

Elizabeth M Graff Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Please increase funding for WCPSS. The 

population of Wake County continues to grow. 

We cannot expect the school system to continue 

to do more with less. We need funding for 

teachers to prepare to teach more online. We 

need funding to make sure all students have 

devices on which they can learn online.

Karen Maier Cary EMS I’m very concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserves, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County. This would be very detrimental to the 

Cary citizens in our community. Thanks for your 

consideration.   Karen Maier( resident of Carolina 

Preserves).

Beth Dickinson Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

We are unaware of what the coming school year 

will bring, but what is certain is that we WCPSS 

needs financial support to give our children the 

education they deserve. Please consider some 

compromise to supplement WCPsS’s budget.



Lentini, Lou & Carol Cary EMS Having experienced public services consolidation 

in our last home, we know first hand how it 

affects residents.  We ask you not to vote for the 

EMS consolidation under consideration.  As 

members of a 55+ community, we know for 

certain that this will have a negative impact on 

the Carolina Preserve Community.  Please do not 

put your Senior Citizens at risk due to delayed 

responses.  Thank you for considering our 

comments.

Angela Hawkins Raleigh Elections I am a member of the Wake Co BOE.  I would like 

to request that the additional $144,670 

expansion be added to the budget for poll 

workers pay.  Durham co. pays $15 an hour.  

Wake is paying less than $9 for elec day and 

$6.67/hr for training.  We are requesting $11/hr. 

which is less than the county  minimum.  We 

need the additional money to maintain our great 

level of workers.  Early Voting workers are paid 

more than election day workers for the same 

work.  There has not been an increase in over 10 

years.  The Wake Co. voted unanimous for the 

increase.  Thank you for your consideration.

Alison Bentley Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please increase our budget for the 2020-2021 

school year to allow for safety measures for our 

students and teachers to be in place!!!



Aubrey Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

I am a first grade teacher in WCPSS. I write today 

to request once that you fund the WCPSS School 

Board budget request. This request must be 

urgently met because normal growth will require 

more funding to provide the same level of 

education and service to students and 

precautions to prevent the further spread of 

COVID-19 will require additional funds and 

resources whether we are holding school in 

school buildings or at home. These include but 

are not limited to:   -Contactless temperature 

screening  -PPE for all staff and students  -

Classroom supplies for cleaning and hand 

sanitizer  -School building supplies for claeaning 

and sanitizing   -In house custodial teams, not 

contracted nightly crews  -Handwashing stations  -

Additional staff to meet a variety of needs 

ranging from lowering number of students in any 

space from buses to classrooms to cafeterias  -

Testing for students and staff    Investing in our 

public schools is an investment in the health and 

safety of Wake County citizens. We only get one 

opportunity to do this right. Please do your part 

to keep us safe as we continue to urge the state 

to do the same.   Sincerely,  Aubrey DiOrio  First 

grade teacher in WCPSS and Cary resident



Frank T. Maier Cary EMS 204  Beckingham Loop  I urge the Board to 

maintain the West Cary EMS station that services 

our community. Their response time to 

emergencies within our community (Carolina 

Preserve) has been excellent. Their treatment 

and care have been superb. It is vital to our 

seniors living here that their devices remain 

intact.

Jill Ferguson Holly Springs Wake County 

Public Schools

It is imperative to fully fund the WCPSS School 

Board Budget request. This is an urgent need 

given our current circumstances. Level funding is 

essentially decreased funding due to the 

anticipated growth in number of students as well 

as the funding it will take to implement COVID-19 

safety precautions. It will be impossible for me to 

do my job without additional funding to keep my 

students and me safe.



James Reske Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

1)	Fund the WCPSS School Board budget request.    

   2)	This needs to happen because:  a)	Normal 

growth will require more funding to provide the 

same level of education and service to students     

b)	Precautions to prevent the further spread of 

COVID-19 will require additional funds and 

resources whether we are doing school in school 

buildings or at home    •	Contactless temperature 

screening    •	PPE for all staff and students    

•	Classroom supplies for cleaning and hand 

sanitizer    •	School building supplies for claeaning 

and sanitizing     •	In house custodial teams, not 

contracted nightly crews    •	Handwashing stations    

   •	Additional staff to meet a variety of needs 

ranging from lowering number of students in any 

space from buses to classrooms to cafeterias    

•	Testing for students and staff

Colene Midvale EMS I do not support the bill eliminating community 

EMS agencies such as Cary Area EMS and Eastern 

Wake EMS. I had the honor to serve with Cary 

Area EMS as an EMT and paramedic for three 

years. During that time, I was able to have 

involvement in educating the community, a 

staple of the organization. Obliterating these 

agencies takes away valuable opportunities for 

community enrichment.



Eileen Major Cary EMS I want to add my voice to other concerned 

residents of Carolina Preserve at Amberly.  We 

need our Cary EMT services nearby as we are an 

Over 55 community.  Please vote NO to merging 

the EMT services.  Thank you.

Kathryn Thompson Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

I am a teacher in WCPSS and the parent of a 

rising 5th graders and rising kindergartener who 

attend a WCPSS school.     Under ordinary 

circumstances, our schools are struggling. We are 

losing quality teachers due to the demands of the 

job. Most teachers do not have much more to 

give, emotionally or financially. We're hanging 

tough because we love our students and we are 

proud of our profession. A budget increase is 

neccessary to improve the work and lives of 

educators ans students and their families.    These 

are not ordinary circumstances. To safely reopen 

schools, we will need additional staff. We will 

need additional resources, tools, training, and 

materials. There is no such thing as an under-

funded safe school. A safe school in a pandemic is 

a fully-funded school. To ensure that all 

educators and students can safely and equitably 

access quality education, we must make schools 

as safe as possible.     I know that many people, 

businesses, organizations, and government 

structures are struggling right now. School plays a 

critical role in the functioning of our community. 

We cannot say how essential school is and not 

fully fund the safe re-opening of schools. That 

would be hipocrisy. Esse Quam Videri; to be 

rather than to seem. Let us truly be in full support 

of public education, rather than just seeming like 



Karen Benson Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

With wide scale unemployment and reduction in 

salaries, it is arrogant and unrealistic to expect 

any portion of the requested increase from any 

source. Given the projected shortfalls in revenue 

it would be a monumental achievement to even 

maintain a flat budget.

Dennis Welch Cary EMS Local and proven services (like Cary EMS) are 

prompter and more reliable than those that 

come from a distance.  For this reason alone, the 

proposal that Wake County EMS take over Cary 

EMS is short-sighted and unwise.    If approved, 

the proposal would endanger the over-2000 

people in Carolina Preserve (CP) and those living 

in several other communities of western Cary, 

which reside within 5 minutes of a Cary EMS 

substation.  Indeed, over the years much 

suffering has been alleviated and deaths avoided 

because of the proximity of Cary EMS to these 

communities.    However, if the proposal is 

approved, suffering and death would increase 

because approval would mean the communities 

that reside just over the border in Chatham 

County would have to rely on its EMS even 

though those communities are part of the town 

of Cary.  Unfortunately, Chatham County EMS has 

no nearby substation.  Its service is too far away 

and barely adequate for such a large county.    

Again, local and proven services (like Cary EMS) 

are prompter and more reliable than those from 

a distance.      Please vote against the proposal 

that Wake County EMS take over Cary EMS.



Alecia Blizzard Cox Apex Wake County 

Public Schools

Students are more important than the other 

topics.

Diana Bryant Wake Forest Wake County 

Public Schools

Hello! I am a 2nd grade teacher and WCPSS 

parent with real concerns about the budget and 

operations for next school year, 2020-2021.   We 

need a budget that will:  1. Give us the same per 

pupil spending or more, NOT less.   2. 

Additionally, we need to make sure that we have 

the cleaning supplies and resources that are 

needed to conduct school as a safe, sterilized 

environment for students AND staff. Please 

budget additional funds for masks, cleaning 

supplies (both school and individual classroom 

supplies) and enough custodial staff on site to 

clean every room and surface daily. Our little 

ones are going to struggle with masks, social 

distancing and hygiene. We are going to have to 

get creative.   We need a solid plan for making 

this work with the funding to back it up.     As a 

teacher, I am always happy to help my students 

but the students and I need help from you!     

Please protect us and fund the academic 

classroom and our defense against Covid-19!     If 

as their leader, I am to assure my students of 

their physical safety which helps to meet their 

emotional needs, then I need assurance of a safe 

environment for myself first.     Thank you!



Kristin Beller Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Commissioners, we have spoken already and you 

have had the opportunity to hear directly from 

educators - their stories and their fears of 

returning to buildings that are not adequately 

resourced to keep students, staff, and the 

families of both safe and healthy. I write today to 

request once again that you fund the WCPSS 

School Board budget request. This request must 

be urgently met because normal growth will 

require more funding to provide the same level 

of education and service to students and 

precautions to prevent the further spread of 

COVID-19 will require additional funds and 

resources whether we are holding school in 

school buildings or at home. These include but 

are not limited to:   -Contactless temperature 

screening  -PPE for all staff and students  -

Classroom supplies for cleaning and hand 

sanitizer  -School building supplies for claeaning 

and sanitizing   -In house custodial teams, not 

contracted nightly crews  -Handwashing stations  -

Additional staff to meet a variety of needs 

ranging from lowering number of students in any 

space from buses to classrooms to cafeterias  -

Testing for students and staff    Investing in our 

public schools is an investment in the health and 

safety of Wake County citizens. We only get one 

opportunity to do this right. Please do your part 



Somer Fuquay-Varina Wake County 

Public Schools

Now, more than ever, it is so important that we 

fully fund, and even increased additional funding 

for the resources our students need to learn 

remotely, and to catch up when school finally 

begins.  Teachers across the spectrum need 

quality time, resources, and additional 

institutional support teachers to pull together like 

never before to close the achievement gap and 

continue the upward trajectory in which our 

county was heading.  Children from AIG to CCR to 

LEP deserve to get the help and resources they 

need to thrive in these deeply troubling times.  

Not only for educational purposes, but for SEL 

purposes as well.  The students and teachers of 

WCPSS deserve a first-class education and that is 

exactly what we are capable of delivering if we 

have the funding structures in place to do so.



Richard Blumhagen Cary EMS Hi, my name is Richard Blumhagen and I live at 

741 Eldridge Loop, Cary North Carolina 27519.     I 

am very concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.  Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.  Richard Blumhagen

Christin Schroeder Knightdale Wake County 

Public Schools

I am writing to request that the Board fund the 

WCPSS School Board budget request.    Normal 

growth will require more funding to provide the 

same level of education and service to students.     

 Additionally, precautions to prevent the further 

spread of COVID-19 will require additional funds 

and resources, including:   Contactless 

temperature screening  PPE for all staff and 

students  Classroom supplies for cleaning and 

hand sanitizer  School building supplies for 

cleaning and sanitizing  In house custodial teams, 

not contracted nightly crews  Handwashing 

stations  Additional staff to meet a variety of 

needs ranging from lowering number of students 

in any space from buses to classrooms to 

cafeterias  Testing for students and staff



Georgette Cooper Cary EMS My husband and I live in Carolina Preserve 55+ 

Community.  I live in the Cary City Limits, but I'm 

in Chatham County.  My concern is that we are in 

our 70s and live within a two minute response of 

the Cary EMS and the fire department., but miles 

away from the Chatham County EMS and fire 

department. I live in Cary because of its services 

for the elderly, especially  its closeness to 

hospitals and EMS care. If I should need 

emergency services from the EMS,  the Cary 

office vs. Chatham County EMS, could mean 

whether I live or die.

Beth Rossen Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Public education will be one of the engines that 

restarts our economy. Our school system is a job 

creator! As we add more students, we add more 

jobs. Let's not shortchange our economic engine 

in Wake County.  No one know what school will 

look like for 2020-2021 and what precautions and 

safety measures will need to be implemented, 

but they will all cost money either for additional 

staff, resources, supplies, and more.  Now is not 

the time to underfund the public schools.  Public 

schools must be funded so we can move forward 

from this pandemic.



Lawrence Eichner Cary EMS I am an 82 year old resident on the Carolina 

Preserve which is in the town of Cary and 

straddles the Wake and Chatham counties line. 

So I live just over the line in eastern Chatham 

county. If I had an emergency and had to 

summon EMS it would take many precious 

minutes, up to a half an hour, for help to arrive.   I 

did have to call EMS a few years ago and they got 

here in a few minutes. Next time, and there most 

likely will be one, I could be in real trouble. Please 

reconsider and leave this superb service.

Sally Longacre Cary EMS I am opposed to any Wake Cnty EMS takeover of 

the Cary EMS.  I live in Carolina Preserve whose 

population is composed entirely of Senior 

citizens.  We depend on the excellent, prompt  

close-by services so much we refer to it as the CP 

Taxi!  This change would not be in the best 

interest of this population of over 2,000 Seniors. 

It's not broken and doesn't need fixing.  Thank 

you.



Michael Pinckney Cary EMS My wife and I live in Carolina Preserve, an 55+ 

senior community in West Cary.  We are serviced 

on a daily basis by the West Cary EMS which is 

located about 5 minutes from us.  They are out 

here almost daily helping the older folks in this 

community, and respond quickly and expertly to 

many emergencies.    Some of our development 

is just over the border in Chatham County, even 

though we are Cary residents.  This includes my 

address.  If you merge the Cary EMS into Wake 

county EMS, we will lose all of our services.  This 

could have serious consequences if injuries or 

other health emergencies have to wait for a 

Chatham County EMS to respond - which I 

understand is pretty far away.  Please do not pass 

this proposal; it could have deadly consequences 

for the vulnerable elderly Carolina Preserve, and 

the  other housing developments that are just 

over the county line.     Thank you.  Michael and 

Antonia Pinckney



Sharon Adamo Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over-55 senior 

community in West Cary. We are serviced by the 

West Cary EMS located 5 minutes from away. My 

part of our development is located across the 

border into Chatham Co., even though we are 

Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS into 

Wake Co. EMS, we will be forced to wait for 

Chatham Co. EMS to respond, from a station 

much farther away. Please do not pass this 

proposal. To do so would be putting some of our 

most vulnerable residents at risk.

Linda Feinstein Cary EMS The EMS has been God sent.  I live in Carolina 

Preserve and it is a 55 and over community. We 

need to keep the Cary EMS and time is of the 

essence for seniors.



richard martin cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.   Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.   Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.  Richard Martin

Howard Becker Cary EMS I am against the take over of the Cary Ems by 

Wake county.



Sandra Evan Cary EMS Please do not stop our Cary EMS that was very 

quick to respond to my person emergency when I 

was home alone. I have used Wake EMS in the 

past and have found big difference in 

professionalism, personalized care, and 

treatment coordination, Cary coming out on top. 

Again, do not combine Cary with Wake EMS.   

Thank you and stay safe.

John Tarnawski Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.     Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.     Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.     Thank you.  John Tarnawski



Jan E Hefner CARY EMS I believe it's vital that the Cary EMS services 

remain in operation, not shift to Wake County. I 

live in Carolina  Preserve, a retirement 

community of 1,360 homes, just a  few miles 

away from the Cary fire station and  EMS 

services.  With our elderly population, it is  not 

unusual for the EMS to be dispatched to our  

community daily. We rely on that quick response.   

  A substantial  portion of the community lives 

within Chatham County. It would be devastating 

if we would have to rely on EMS services from 

Chatham County, as the response time would be 

very much slower than our current Cary EMS 

service.  Please  do not allow the EMS service to 

be taken away from Cary.

Sylvia Fitzpatrick Cary EMS The proposed take over of Cary EMS by Wake 

EMS is not  good for the welfare and health of 

Carolina Preserve Residents in West Cary.  

Carolina Preserve is a 55+ community-since 2006. 

Cary EMS which is 5 min. away has saved many 

lives because of efficiency of time and expert 

functioning. This take over will have dire 

consequences for the seniors of this community. 

Senior lives count.



Roy Sutherland Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.  Roy A. Sutherland"

Elda Hubbard Cary EMS As a resident of Cary in Chatham County, and 

seniors with pre-existing conditions, speedy and 

highly effective EMS Service is very important to 

us. We wish that the existing arrangement as part 

of Wake County continue to cover ALL of Carolina 

Preserve. Thank you.



Donald Shilesky Cary EMS "Hi, my name is Donald Shilesky, and I live at 108 

Christow Ct., Cary, North Carolina 27519.  I'm 

very concerned about the proposal to transfer 

EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County. For the past several years, I've subscribed 

to the Wake County Rescue and EMS Fund and 

have received excellent service when needed. 

Cary has several EMS teams nearby that can 

respond quickly and effectively to emergencies in 

our 55 plus community. Transfer to Chatham 

County would likely result in slower response 

times, as there are no Chatham County facilities 

nearby.  This could be extremely detrimental to 

the Cary citizens in our community. Thank you 

very much for your consideration.  Donald 

Shilesky



Molly Burtle Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.



Brian Avery Jones Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.

Kim Shepard Morrisville Wake County 

Public Schools

Please increase the WCPSS budget by $12 million 

dollars to meet growth.



Alice Spickard Raleigh Libraries I am writing in support of the Wake County Public 

Libraries: they serve the community beyond 

books -  tons of programs that do everything 

from connecting people through book clubs, to 

helping people find jobs, to preparing children 

without pre-school experience for kindergarten, 

to hosting events on every subject you can 

imagine. And then of course, they lend free 

books!  Please keep funding strong for this 

needed community resource.

Mary Anne Desmond Cary EMS As a senior living in Carolina Preserve I am most 

concerned with the quick response of EMS and 

closeness of a hospital. Moving us to Chatham 

County EMS would certainly impact the time it 

would take to reach a hospital  for urgent care.

Jenny zheng chapel hill Other/General 

Feedback

United Arts Council has provided funding that 

supports the NC Chamber Music Institute. This 

music education program is an important and 

positive experience for my child's development, 

especially during these challenging times. While I 

understand the funding challenges facing Wake 

County, our family urges the Commission to keep 

any budget reduction to no more than a 

proportional decrease.    Thank you for your 

attention and support of the arts and arts 

education!



Barbara Goldberg Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the excellent West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.   Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, including my house, even though we are 

Cary residents.  Unfortunately, I see Cary EMS in 

our neighborhood a lot. If you merge the Cary 

EMS into Wake county EMS, we will lose all of 

our services. We cannot stand by and let this 

happen. Many serious injuries and possible 

deaths could result from having to wait for a 

Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.   Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line, but are very far from Chatham 

County Services. Thank you for considering my 

comment.



Brittany Walker Youngsville Wake County 

Public Schools

I am requesting AT LEAST the same per pupil 

funding. I am concerned that if budget cuts are 

made in this area, we will lack the resources that 

we need to protect our WCPSS students and 

staff. Resources include cleaning supplies, an 

adequate number of in house custodial staff, 

increased need for transportation workers to 

lessen children on buses, individual supplies, etc. 

Please take my request into consideration. Thank 

you!



Christian Bennett Raleigh EMS I am opposed to the merger of Cary Area EMS 

and Eastern Wake EMS with Wake County EMS. 

The citizens of Wake County and greater Raleigh 

will be placed at a disservice with the removal of 

Cary and Eastern Wake due to the cessation of 

Cary’s volunteer program, community outreach 

events, and annual flu clinic. These entities have 

helped not only the Cary community, but also the 

EMS system as Cary has supplied volunteers to 

serve on Wake County EMS ambulances on 

numerous occasions, ensuring another 

ambulance is ready and able to respond to 

emergencies around the county. The flu clinic 

provides free vaccinations to hundreds of Cary 

citizens annually, helping protect the community 

from such a deadly, infectious disease. The 

community outreach events have also provided 

the local community with CPR and first aid 

knowledge through Cary’s Citizen’s Academy, 

hosting a site for the Stop The Bleed campaign, 

numerous local “Touch a Truck” events, among 

other community engagements. These services 

would be lost with the merger in question. There 

would also be no immediate benefit financially 

from the merger, despite varying reports of 

savings, all of which have yet to be procured. 

Please vote against the merger.



Tony Peacock Siler City Community 

Organizations

As a narrative writing artist who has worked in 

Wake County Schools for 20 years, I am asking 

you to make United Arts funding a priority for FY 

21.  During this crisis, please consider carefully 

the value of United Arts when making decisions 

on this budget.  I realize that difficult choices 

must be made as a result of COVID-19 and its 

effects on every aspect of government spending.  

I also realize the overwhelming need to preserve 

certain essential services.  However, I believe that 

the arts are essential, and this is a time when we 

need your help more than ever.  I have been 

participating in The United Arts Council's Artist in 

the Schools Program since the 2000-2001.  This 

program has long been regarded as a national 

model, and your support has been vital in making 

a positive impact on children's lives.  Your funding 

to United Arts helps provide arts access to 

120,000 students across Wake County annually.  

In addition to its educational impact, the arts are 

a major economic driver for Wake County 

(19,873 full time jobs and $27 million in local 

government revenue according to Arts and 

Economic Prosperity 5).  United Arts supported 

this work through 53 grants to organizations, 

municipalities, and artists this past year.  Arts 

organizations and artists are also net payers to 

the County government through remitting sales 



Amanda Turner Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please send an email prior to 5:00 today to the 

Wake County Commissioners.  You may use my 

email as a scaffold.      

commissioners@wakegov.com    Honorable 

Commissioners,    As both a parent and teacher 

within the WCPSS, please fully fund our school 

board's financial requests for the 2020-2021 

school year.      Prior to the recession, our schools 

were already underfunded, and now, in this 

tenuous and troubling period, we need more PPE, 

more access to technology, more transportation, 

more space, and even more teachers given 

potentially smaller class sizes.  Public schools are 

under threat from multiple directions, and to 

sustain the quality of our community, we must 

protect and support our public school system.      

At the very minimum, we must have the same 

per pupil funding that we had last year, which will 

still be a decrease in funding during a critical 

period.      As a constituent, I urge you to support 

the school board's budget request.    Regards,



karen Bailey Clayton Wake County 

Public Schools

Hello, My name is Karen Bailey.  I have the 

privilege of working at Rolesville Elementary 

School.  I am an office assistant with 16 years 

experience.  I feel like my job is a ministry to the 

children.   I give them smiles and hugs and 

encouragement on a daily basis.   They are like 

family and all our staff give them love.  I would 

wish for better safety measures for schools, 

example  3M corp has film for glass windows to 

stop bulletts from going through glass.  We have 

an entry area surrounded with glass.   More 

buses and bus drivers to relieve the crowded 

buses and long rides home for students would be 

great and an increased budget for office supplies.   

 We are very careful and frugal with our supplies 

and try not to waste what we are given.  I wish 

teachers didn't have to use their own money so 

many times for supplies for their students.    I 

love my job and the litte ones.    Thank you for 

giving me the opportunity to share with you.



MARILYN DOBRIS CARY EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.



Sharon Bollni Cary EMS We live in Carolina Preserve, a 55 plus 

community in West Cary.  We have a fabulous 

EMS 5 minutes from our homes, thus providing 

excellent response times. PLEASE do not merge 

Cary EMS into Wake County EMS.  This will 

undoubtedly cause serious consequences or 

possible death as we wait for a Chatham EMS 

response.  Please do not take the financial aspect 

into consideration, while we are talking about life 

and death.  Passing this proposal will be a serious 

disservice to Carolina Preserve and surrounding 

developments.  Take into account that while part 

of our community is just over the border in 

Chatham, we are Cary residents.  Thank you 

kindly, Sharon Bollini

Carolyn  Assi Rolesville Wake County 

Public Schools

Increase transportation to lower the amount of 

students on the buses.  Increase budget amount 

to provide cleaning supplies in schools.  Also, 

increase budget amount to provide face mask 

and any other essential items(table/desk dividers, 

hand sanitizers, and clorox wipes) for staff 

members and students.

Kathleen Hughes Cary EMS Please do not change the current EMS we have in 

Cary. As a senior citizen, this is something I 

looked at before moving here and it was an 

important issue to me. We need, respect, and 

appreciate our current EMS.



April Apex Wake County 

Public Schools

As a concerned parent, I urge you not to cut 

much-needed funding from our public schools! 

Please maintain the same spending per pupil AT 

THE VERY LEAST. Our schools  need more 

resources like cleaning supplies, in-house 

custodial staff, and more transportation workers. 

In these challenging times, please remember our 

hard-working students who will become 

tomorrow's leaders and the dedicated teachers 

who consistently go above and beyond for the 

next generation. Please do not cut the resources 

that enable them to learn and thrive.



Tim Weiss Cary EMS I am writing to oppose the current EMS proposal.  

I am a resident of Carolina Preserve, a senior 

community in the Town of Cary.  Currently, all of 

our residents receive protective services from the 

Town of Cary.  These services include Police and 

Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services 

(EMS).  Although we all live in the Town of Cary, 

many of our more than 2200 residents live in the 

eastern fringe of Chatham County.  The current 

proposal, if passed, would force our Chatham 

County residents to receive EMS services from 

the distant facilities in Chatham County.  

Emergency services, to be effective, must be 

timely.  Thus, the safety of our residents is very 

much dependent on professional services we 

currently receive from the Town of Cary.  I am 

strongly opposed to the current proposal and 

urge that it not be passed.  Thank you.

Phil Hart Fuquay Varina EMS Please do not fold the West Cary EMS into the 

broad Wake County EMS system.  Medical service 

is one of the crucial base services that we cannot 

afford to degrade.  I understand that all of the 

services at risk are important, but emergency 

medical needs to increase rather than decrease.



Mary Gruenebaum Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 community 

in Cary. The availability of Cary EMS has been a 

lifesaver to so many in our community! The 

response time is excellent & our fear is that this 

time will be significantly increased if we have to 

rely on Wake County to perform these services!

Cara Lehman Cary EMS I live in a 55 and older community and getting 

prompt medical help can make a life & death 

difference. We have a marvelous EMS located 

five minutes from us in West Cary. In distress 

with a medical crisis, I called them at 1 AM in the 

morning. They came immediately and brought 

me to the hospital. We need to be able to count 

on that type of quick response every day. Please 

do not pass the proposal that just because my 

street happens to be in Chatham county I no 

longer can count on the wonderful service of Cary 

EMS. I live in Cary. I want to be able to count on 

the great service of Cary EMS.  Cara Lehman

Mark Raleigh EMS I want to voice 100% support of Cary Area EMS. 

They provide a vital access point for members of 

our community to serve each other and begin 

learning more about the healthcare profession. 

There are countless NCSU and surrounding 

schools graduates who have Cary EMS to thank 

for starting into healthcare. Do not hurt our 

community further by destroying this vital 

organization



KATHRYN A WELCH Cary EMS We strongly oppose the attempted takeover of 

our Cary EMS by Easter Wake EMS. We are 

residents of Cary, but also of Chatham and this 

may force us into a Chatham EMS System with 30 

minute or more response times and very 

insufficient numbers ambulances to cover three 

senior neighborhoods right near us in Carolina 

Preserve. Currently ambulances are normally 

within 5 to 10 minutes away. Adding so much 

time could be a death sentence to those having 

heart attacks, strokes, Covid-19 emergencies or 

other serious medical events. This is true for non 

senior residents of Western Cary as well. This will 

dis-serve everyone in Cary, especially in Western 

Cary. Also, we might not be able to use Rex or 

WakeMed under this arrangement. I further 

believe that a more thorough examination of the 

ramifications of this maneuver be explored in 

public instead of sneaked into a budget with 

insufficient time for response by citizens (during 

an epidemic). Please do not let this happen. 

Thousands of lives depend on your stopping this 

bad idea.



Betsey McFarland Raleigh Community 

Organizations

It is not acceptable to cut out some community 

organizations altogether. There must be some 

mechanism in place to make the cuts more 

equitable across the board. Some of the smaller 

nonprofits that have received support from the 

county are also the same who will not have the 

infrastructure to make up the difference. They 

also serve members of our community with 

fewer resources, who DEPEND of their services.

Jay Brower Apex EMS The Cary EMS family is an incredible group of 

EMT's and Paramedics. Breaking them up would 

be an incredible disservice to the health of Wake 

County in a time when strong resilient emergency 

care is needed most. We need more not less 

emergency care.

Joan Harshbarger Cary EMS Please do not fold the West Cary EMS into the 

broad Wake County EMS system.  We need WC 

to serve us here in Carolina Preserve.  If they 

don't,  we will have to rely on Chatham County 

EMS; will they come here?  And how long will it 

take them to get here?  Thank you, Joan 

Harshbarger



Nancy J Van Antwerp Cary EMS I am a Cary resident who lives in Chatham 

County.  I TOTALLY OPPOSE the reduction of EMS 

services & the take over of Cary EMS by Wake 

County, as it threatens access & quality of 

services delivered in the growing area of Cary, in 

both Wake & Chatham Co.  We currently have 

excellent response time & service from Cary EMS.  

 Leave Cary EMS alone, so that it can continue to 

provide excellent services. Chatham Co Cary 

especially will be harmed by the takeover of Cary 

EMS & proposed budget reduction of 2 12 hour 

ambulances.

Suzanne Blakeney Raleigh Sheriff I support the defunding of militarized police 

programs and equipment to support community 

and public services.

Dylan Skiscim Cary EMS I am against eliminating the EMT to paramedic 

program and removing the 2 12 hour units. As a 

EMS professional this is a slap in the face. 

Furthering our education improves patient 

outcomes and our EMS system is already being 

pushed to its limits and by eliminating units it will 

increase EMS response times to medical 

emergencies.



JoAnn Gott Cary EMS Hello, my name is JoAnn Gott and I live in 

Carolina Preserve, Cary. I am very concerned 

about the proposal to transfer EMS support for 

my community to Chatham County. There are 

several EMS teams very near our community and 

as a 55 plus community, this service is used quite 

often. I am fearful that if this proposal is passed, 

our community will suffer from much longer wait 

times resulting in serious consequences for the 

residents of west Cary as there are no Chatham 

County services nearby.   Thank you,  JoAnn Gott

Alycia L Patierno Wake Forest Wake County 

Public Schools

In order to function, WCPSS needs  the same per 

pupil funding as in recent years plus additional 

monies to provide needed resources for cleaning 

supplies, custodial staff, and safety precautions 

for all school staff and students. In addition, it is 

paramount that an increase of funds to address 

the social-emotional and mental health of our 

school community should be remain a top 

priority moving forward.



Joanna Palmer Cary EMS 808  Burnaby Ct.   "I live in Carolina Preserve, an 

over 55 senior community in West Cary.  We are 

serviced on a daily basis by the marvelous West 

Cary EMS located 5 minutes from us.  They are 

out here almost every day helping the people in 

this community and responding quickly and 

expertly to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.  Joanna Palmer

Neha Kuruwa Morrisville Wake County 

Public Schools

I would love to see additional funding as 

requested by the wake county public schools be 

given to WCPSS. Our students are our future and 

we cannot cringe on education



Colin Carter Apex EMS As a paramedic in Apex I would like to request 

that you please move forward with canceling the 

contracts with the community EME agencies, 

because otherwise those budget shortfalls will 

result in cut ambulances in wake county or 

further stagnation of the already low wages for 

paramedics and EMTs

Lois Evans Cary EMS As an 83 year old single woman living in Cary 

Preserve, I am in the section that is part of 

Chatham County. I have always felt safer because 

of the quick availability of the Cary EMS.  They 

are often in our neighborhood, arriving within 

minutes after being called.  At the age of many of 

us, we could not wait for an EMS to come from 

Chatham County.  Minutes do count and peoples 

lives are at stake.  Please consider this carefully.  

What would you want for an elderly parent.  

Thank you.



Melanie G Edwards Raleigh EMS I would like to publicly state my opposition to a 

merger between Wake County EMS/Cary Area 

EMS/Eastern Wake EMS. I am a resident of Wake 

County where I am serviced by Wake EMS and 

Cary EMS because I sit just in the county between 

Cary and Raleigh.  As a former medic who 

volunteered with Cary EMS, I cannot tell you 

enough of how much a family Cary EMS is.  I was 

a volunteer there for a short time, but even after 

years have passed since I volunteered, I am still 

treated as part of the family. Breaking up a family 

that gives back to their community in so many 

ways would not serve a meaningful purpose.  

There is validity in community EMS services, 

providing a positive and familiar response to its 

citizens. Taking away a presence that has been a 

standard of care for Cary and its surrounding 

communities would serve no purpose. If the 

merger is allowed to go through, a valuable part 

of our community will be lost. Please vote against 

this merger.



Ed Greenberg Cary EMS Hi, my name is Ed Greenberg and I live at 1401 

Ventnor Pl, Cary North Carolina 27519.     I am 

very concerned about the proposal to transfer 

EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.  Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our community 

that likely uses this service more frequently than 

others.  Changing to a Wake County system will 

slow responses and cause probably greater harm 

to our residents.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.  Respectfully,  Ed Greenberg

Candy Terrell-Galke RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please do not reduce the funding for the United 

Arts Council (UAC) because they do so much for 

our public schools. These students benefit from 

the educational programs that UAC provides 

artists to come into our schools with their 

performances of which so many of our students 

would not benefit from if UAC funding is reduced. 

Please don't take more away from our students. 

They have been through enough already! Please 

help support & save UAC for the next generation!



Frank O'Neill Raleigh EMS I feel it is extremely unwise and irresponsible to 

cut EMS spending. Cutting emergency service 

member training programs and cutting back on 

ambulances during a concurrent violent protest 

(that the Raleigh mayor, police chief, and county 

sheriff all seem intent on making worse through 

their increased use of force against violent and 

peaceful protestors alike) and deadly virus is a 

terribly short sighted plan and will almost 

assuredly lead to the unneeded deaths of wake 

county citizens that could be prevented.

Alicia Hatmaker Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Per student spending needs to be AT LEAST the 

same as it was in previous years. I am also 

concerned about budget restrictions leading to a 

decrease in staffing when our schools are already 

struggling with large class sizes - as well as 

needing to have funds available for necessary 

supplies, particularly cleaning supplies for the 

next year. Before we left, I spent nearly $100 of 

my own money to buy wipes and hand sanitizer 

for my one classroom.



Terence Lee Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

As a concerned parent, I urge you not to cut 

much-needed funding from our public schools! 

Please maintain the same spending per pupil AT 

THE VERY LEAST. Our schools need more 

resources like cleaning supplies, in-house 

custodial staff, and more transportation workers. 

In these challenging times, please remember our 

hard-working students who will become 

tomorrow's leaders and the dedicated teachers 

who consistently go above and beyond for the 

next generation. Please do not cut the resources 

that enable them to learn and thrive.

Rachel Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

We NEED more school funding. As a school 

teacher, I experience this need every day. I even 

go as far as to spend my own money when the 

supplies I NEED are not provided. With the 

pandemic, we will need more custodial staff, 

more cleaning supplies for teachers, more buses 

to lessen the load and keep our students safe 

from covid-19.     More funding for our schools 

means more success for our students.



Joseph Pallozzi Wake Forest, NC Wake County 

Public Schools

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic and possible 

restrictions for the 2021 school year that lie 

ahead, I am asking that the per pupil funding be 

at least the same, if not more. The reasons are 

for increased transportation resources because 

less children will be allowed on buses, cleaning 

supplies for custodians and teachers in buildings, 

hiring of more in house custodians, and individual 

supplies. Thank you!

Gary Watt Cary EMS "Hi, my name is Gary Watt and I live at 202 Abbey 

View Way, Cary North Carolina 27519.  I am very 

concerned about the proposal to transfer EMS 

support for my community, Carolina Preserve, 

from Cary coverage to Chatham County.   Cary 

has several EMS teams nearby that can respond 

quickly and effectively to emergencies in our 55 

plus community.  Transfering this service to 

Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  My wife and I have had to 

personally utilize the Cary EMS service 4 seperate 

times, all emergency situations.  I cringe to think 

what would have happened if we had to wait 

longer for EMS service.      Thank you so much for 

your consideration.    Gary Watt



Tara Reske Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

I urge you to please be sure that our schools are 

properly funded - by funding the requested 

budget by the school system. The idea that our 

children will not receive what they need to learn 

or be kept safe - when the budget was 

underfunded prior to this. Please give our schools 

what they need to make our children successful.

Mary Jude Darrow Raleigh Libraries I am very concerned about the cuts to the 

Libraries.  With the schools being closed due to 

COVID-19, the role of libraries in the community 

should be increased, or at least maintained as 

they are.  Our Libraries are such an asset to our 

community, and open a whole new world for 

people who can't afford to go buy their own 

books, or who just need a quiet place to work, or 

read.  I sincerely hope you can find some money 

to at least maintain the Library budget - not cut it 

- in the coming year's budget.



Tonia Robin Crumpton Cary Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles in 

the Wake County FY21 Budget. Marbles is not 

only a major tourist draw, but Marbles is an 

interactive and educational space that serves our 

children in a fun way. Current funding from Wake 

County helped Marbles quickly pivot to provide 

playful Learn-at-Home resources as well. Marbles 

also partners  with local schools and libraries to 

provide critical out-of-classroom learning 

experiences free-of-charge. These programs 

affect the county’s most vulnerable students. 

Marbles is a gem to the public and to our 

children. Please don't let it go!!!!!



Barbara Carlin Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost,  Please do not pass this 

proposal.  You will be doing a great disservice to 

Carolina Preserve, Epcon and those housing 

developments that are just over the county line.    

Thank you.  Barbara Carlin

Mary Apex EMS I do not support the merger of Cary and Eastern 

EMS with Wake County EMS

Morgan Gore Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

We need AT LEAST the same per pupil funding. 

We have a huge need, especially now for 

additional resources - cleaning supplies, in house 

custodial staff, increased need for transportation 

workers to lessen children on buses, individual 

supplies, etc. It is vital that we have these 

resources to maintain a safe and healthy learning 

environment for students and staff.



Don Weisz Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary, Chatham County.  

There will be unnecessary deaths in our 

community if we lose our current Cary EMS. We 

are serviced on a daily basis by the marvelous 

West Cary EMS located 5 minutes from us.  They 

are out here almost every day helping the people 

in this community and responding quickly and 

expertly to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line



Robin Steinberg Cary EMS I am a 75 year old resident of Carolina Preserve. 

Because we are an over 55 community, we are in 

constant need of EMS services. When my 

husband was ill, I had to call them severaL times. 

They were here very quickly. We need this 

service close by. It is imperative. Please vote to 

keep this very important service. Thank you.

Andrea Schnurr Cary EMS I am worried about what the impact of the 

proposal to transfer EMS support for my 

community, Carolina Preserve, and similiar 

communities in our area where 55+ year old 

citizens reside will have on their health and well 

being.  Most of our doctors are in Wake county 

and on another economic note must of our 

spending is done in Wake county, contributing 

significantly to the robust commercial expansion 

of Cary.  As such I hope you will take our health 

and well being under strong consideration   

particularly during this Covid 19 pandemic.  Thank 

you.



Michelle Craig Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

During these difficult times, we must remember 

that the well-being of our public schools will 

reflect in the well-being of our communities. In 

addition to educating our students, families 

depend on our public schools to connect them to 

social services, to be a safe place and one with 

caring adults, to be a place to belong, and to be a 

place to get a meal just to name a few. An 

investment in our public schools, is an investment 

in our communities.     Fund the proposed school 

budget! We need to make sure per pupil 

spending remains the same at the very least. In 

addition, we need funding for increasing needs 

such as   cleaning supplies, in house custodial 

staff, increased funding for more transportation 

workers to lessen children on buses and special 

transportation, individual supplies, etc.     

Decreased per pupil funding is not an option. 

With school buildings, being closed and students 

learning from home since March, we need to 

make sure we pour every penny available into 

our students for next year as students needs have 

grown.  We need increased per pupil funding, but 

given the difficult times, we understand that we 

need to settle for per pupil funding to remain the 

same. Students need us to invest in them more 

than ever.     Thanks,    Michelle Craig   WCPSS 

teacher and parent



Ashley Kovacs Wake Forest Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

United Arts Council has provided funding that 

supports the NC Chamber Music Institute. This 

music education program is an important and 

positive experience for my child's development, 

especially during these challenging times. While I 

understand the funding challenges facing Wake 

County, our family urges the Commission to keep 

any budget reduction to no more than a 

proportional decrease.    Thank you for your 

attention and support of the arts and arts 

education!

Danielle Anspach Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

As a concerned parent, I urge you not to cut 

much-needed funding from our public schools! 

Please maintain the same spending per pupil AT 

THE VERY LEAST. Our schools  need more 

resources like cleaning supplies, in-house 

custodial staff, and more transportation workers. 

In these challenging times, please remember our 

hard-working students who will become 

tomorrow's leaders and the dedicated teachers 

who consistently go above and beyond for the 

next generation. Please do not cut the resources 

that enable them to learn and thrive.



SAMUEL K SULS Cary EMS I am very concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.  Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.  Samuel Suls



Joshua P Jackson Raleigh EMS As a proud member of the Cary Area EMS 

volunteer squad, I respectfully would like to voice 

my opposition to the proposed merger being 

undertaken by Wake County EMS. The volunteer 

program with Cary EMS provides an excellent 

opportunity for citizens to give back and to serve 

the communities that we are a part of by 

providing emergency medical care to 

communities throughout the county. Each year, 

Cary EMS volunteers donate thousands of hours 

providing prompt, compassionate, and clinically 

excellent care to patients in emergency situations 

alongside the paid members of our staff. Our 

volunteers help share the load with our full time 

staff, picking up shifts when needed to help 

ensure that our ambulances, and occasionally the 

ambulances of our partner agencies, are fully 

staffed and able to remain in service. With the 

utmost respect to our Wake County colleagues, I 

am against this merger, as I am afraid that any 

such merger would likely mean an end to the 

tradition of volunteer service in emergency 

medicine that has been supported by the 

incredible staff and leadership of Cary Area EMS.



MARTIN WRONA Cary EMS I am a resident of Carolina Preserve for eleven 

years durig such time the Cary EMS has saved my 

wifes life two times because of the Cary EMTs 

quick response ( Drs. words ) by merging the 

EMTs it will increase their response time   for us 

seniors  please if it is not broken don't try to fix it. 

I am sure that it involve some of your members 

Parents or Grandparents this legislation would 

not even be of the boars menu.  Cordially Marty 

Wrona

sherry petersen cary Other/General 

Feedback

Please retain the services of Cary EMS for 

Carolina Preserve.  They are always prompt and 

efficient.



Anthony Alizieri Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.  Anthony & Teresa 

Alizieri



Gerry Cohen 27613 Elections I support the county managers $4.977m Board of 

Elections budget recommendation plus the  

$2.874m county manager’s early voting budget 

recommendation for 20 sites.  This is the same 

number of sites as were funded for the 2016 

presidential election. These two items will enable 

a safe and well run election process for the 2020 

election



Sandra Woodruff Cary EMS I am a resident of Carolina Preserve, an over 55 

senior community in West Cary.  We frequently 

need the service of the Cary EMS which is very 

close to us and a great addition to our 

community. I am a resident who is just over the 

border in Chatham County but I live in Cary.  

There are no Chatham county EMS facilities close 

to us.  Please don't let us lose our services in Cary 

which is our lifeline. It would be chancing serious 

injuries and possible deaths from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. I 

think in the long run it would cost the county 

more and have more people lose their life. Also, 

many would lose their jobs and we would 

possible get new, inexperienced personnel to fill 

these positions. If your mother is still living, think 

for a moment about how you would feel if she 

could not get services in a timely manner.      

PLEASE do not pass this proposal.  It could be 

extremely detrimental to the citizens of Carolina 

Preserve, and other housing developments that 

are just over the county line.      Thank you for 

taking the time to read my statement.    

Sincerely,  Sandra Woodruff              Thank you so 

much for your consideration.  (Sign your name)"



Beth Horton Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Being in a Preschool Special Needs classroom, 

there are several students that are in diapers. We 

need to be sure our school has enough gloves 

and cleaning supplies to keep our room clean. I 

teach in a part-day program, so I would have mid-

day switches from a group of up to 8, to another 

group of up to 8. There is an hour time frame for 

lunch/prepping for the afternoon group. Trying to 

keep these littles that range from new 3 year olds 

to turning 5 year olds with special communication 

needs is tough to practice social distancing. 

Wearing masks will be tough as it could possibly 

upset them and make it tough to work with them 

on their IEP goals.

Arlene Feinman CARY EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the West Cary EMS located 5 

minutes from us.  They respond almost 

immediately to all emergency situations 

practically every day.  My home is just over the 

border in Chatham County, even though I am a 

Cary resident.  If you merge the Cary EMS into 

Wake county EMS, we will lose all of our services.  

 Many serious injuries and possible deaths could 

result from waiting for a Chatham County EMS to 

respond, if they will come out this far.   Please do 

not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a great 

disservice to my community.



SAM KORET CARY EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  I also am part of 

Carolina Preserver CERT.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.      Thank you,     Sam Koret   105 

Dowington Lane Cary NC 27519



Jen Dragen Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

I believe that the schools should be funded 

equally if not more going forward.  As an IA, I 

anticipate that there will be many times that I will 

need cleaning supplies to assure safety for my 

students and coworkers.  Cutting funding would 

jeopardize health and safety of staff and students.

Jenny Halasz Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

I've just learned the additional 5 school days 

mandated by the State have not been funded. 

PLEASE ensure that these days are funded in the 

budget so that we do not have to make 

additional cuts at the school level!



Dottie Anderson CARY EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  The times to respond 

to us have been adequate at 5 to 8 minutes in the 

past. They are out here almost every day helping 

the people in this community and responding 

quickly and expertly to many emergencies.     

Some of our development is just over the border 

in Chatham County, even though we are Cary 

residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS into Wake 

county EMS, we will lose all of our services. We 

have already lost some of our people in our 

community when they tried to make it to the 

local Hospitals we use and died on the way. We 

cannot stand by and let this happen. Many 

serious injuries and possible deaths could result 

from having to wait for a Chatham County EMS to 

respond, if they will come out this far. Please do 

not do this to us. Please do not pass this 

proposal.  You will be doing a great disservice to 

Carolina Preserve, Epcon and those housing 

developments that are just over the county line.    

Thank you so much for your consideration.  

Dottie Anderson



SAM KORET CARY EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  I also am part of 

Carolina Preserver CERT.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.      Thank you,     Sam Koret   105 

Dowington Lane Cary NC 27519

Krista Eyler Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Funding for our local schools should remain at 

current levels or be increased.  Cutting the school 

budget will not enable the schools to prepare for 

the challenges associated with remote learning 

during a pandemic.  We need to support our 

schools and teachers during this difficult time.



Paula Daniels Cary EMS "Hi, my name is Paula Daniels and I live at 232 

Elverson Place, Cary North Carolina 27519.     I am 

very concerned about the proposal to transfer 

EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.  Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.   Paula Daniels



Harold Daniels Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Our home is just over the 

border in Chatham County, even though we are 

Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS into 

Wake county EMS, we will lose all of our services. 

We cannot stand by and let this happen. Many 

serious injuries and possible deaths could result 

from having to wait for a Chatham County EMS to 

respond, if they will come out this far. Please do 

not do this to us. If it is a matter of cost, I have 

been assured by a high ranking person at the Cary 

EMS, that they have and always will abide by all 

of the rules.    Please do not pass this proposal.  

You will be doing a great disservice to Carolina 

Preserve, Epcon and those housing developments 

that are just over the county line.    Thank you. 

Harold Daniels



Edmund R. Anderson Cary EMS Dear Leaders, I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 

55 senior community in West Cary.  We are 

serviced on a daily basis by the marvelous West 

Cary EMS located 5 minutes from us.  The times 

to respond to us have been adequate at 5 to 8 

minutes in the past. They are out here almost 

every day helping the people in this community 

and responding quickly and expertly to many 

emergencies.     Some of our development is just 

over the border in Chatham County, even though 

we are Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS 

into Wake county EMS, we will lose all of our 

services. We have already lost some of our 

people in our community when they tried to 

make it to the local Hospitals we use and died on 

the way. We cannot stand by and let this happen. 

Many serious injuries and possible deaths could 

result from having to wait for a Chatham County 

EMS to respond, if they will come out this far. 

Please do not do this to us. If it is a matter of 

cost, I have left a message with a high ranking 

person at the Cary EMS, hoping that the Cary & 

Eastern Wake EMS remain separate entities.     

Please do not pass this proposal.  You will be 

doing a great disservice to Carolina Preserve, 

Epcon and those housing developments that are 

just over the county line.     Thank you.  Edmund 

R. Anderson  831 Blackfriars Loop, Cary NC 27519Alan Rosenberg Cary EMS Please leave our emergency medical services 

alone! We need them here in Cary not coming 

from Pittsboro which is way too far away and can 

cause death in any critical situation. I repeat let 

us continue to run our own emergency medical 

system. Thank you for listening.



Norm Ritter Cary EMS As a resident in the Carolina Preserve, a 55+ 

community I am very concerned hearing that oue 

EMS may be altered due to budgetary changes .  

Our community is partly in Wake Cty and partly in 

Chatham Cty even though we are Cary residents.  

The current EMS is close by for very timely help 

when needed.  Please don’t take this service 

away from us .  Getting Chatham county service 

in emergencies would not be timely due to 

distances required for any response.  Keep the 

current EMS as it now exists.



Dolores Weisz Cary EMS I totally agree with the comments below.  As a 

retired nurse I feel that this would be deadly for 

Chatham county residents living in Cary.  "I live in 

Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior community 

in West Cary.  We are serviced on a daily basis by 

the marvelous West Cary EMS located 5 minutes 

from us.  They are out here almost every day 

helping the people in this community and 

responding quickly and expertly to many 

emergencies.    Some of our development is just 

over the border in Chatham County, even though 

we are Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS 

into Wake county EMS, we will lose all of our 

services. We cannot stand by and let this happen. 

Many serious injuries and possible deaths could 

result from having to wait for a Chatham County 

EMS to respond, if they will come out this far. 

Please do not do this to us. If it is a matter of 

cost, I have been assured by a high ranking 

person at the Cary EMS, that they have and 

always will abide by all of the rules.    Please do 

not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a great 

disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and those 

housing developments that are just over the 

county line.    Thank you.  Judith Tabachow



Marla Binker Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please fund WCPSS with at least the per pupil 

spending of last year! As a first grade 

instructional assistant with 2 sons in WCPSS, I 

know we do not have enough funding to support 

social distancing and health measures, let alone 

educate our children. We need school nurses and 

counselors in every school. We need PPE and 

cleaning supplies. We need smaller classes. We 

need more funding! Thank you.

Larry Agler CARY EMS Hi, my name is Larry Agler and I live at 139 Abbey 

View Way, Cary North Carolina 27519.     As a 

Cary resident, I am opposed to the proposal for 

transferring EMS support for my community, 

Carolina Preserve, from Cary coverage to 

Chatham County.   Cary has several EMS teams 

nearby that do respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community that have 

greater frequency than other areas because of 

predominanly older citizens.  Transfer to 

Chatham County will result in slower response 

times and greater mortality for our Cary residents 

as there are no Chatham County facilities nearby.  

This will be extremely detrimental to the Cary 

citizens in our community.  We respectfully 

request that our services which we pay Cary taxes 

for remain as they are today.  Larry Agler



Valerie Koo Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

I urge you not to cut much-needed funding from 

our public schools! Please maintain the same per 

pupil funding AT THE VERY LEAST. Our schools 

definitely need additional resources like cleaning 

supplies, in-house custodial staff, and more 

transportation workers. As we continue to face 

challenging circumstances, please remember our 

hard-working students who will become 

tomorrow's leaders and the amazing teachers 

who consistently go above and beyond for the 

next generation. Do not cut the resources that 

enable them to learn and thrive. Let's do better 

together!

Barbara Leahy Cary EMS Please do not change our EMS from Cary to Wake 

Med. I have had to. Use this service several times 

in the past. Year or two...They are great and 

respond in five or. Ten minutes....I can’t wait for 

the Wake EMS to get. Here from Seiler City. Keep 

things as they are now.

Donna Kostandy Morrisville Wake County 

Public Schools

I support the draft plan from the wake county 

commissioner school budget.  Please keep the 

per pupil cost the same and all funds at the same 

level for the next fiscal year.  We need to support 

our schools in this difficult time.



Michal Bugno Raleigh EMS One aspect of the merger between Wake County 

EMS and contract agencies, which has garnered 

little attention, is providing essential experience 

to further one's career in medicine. I was a 

previous Cary resident before attending  NC State 

Univerity, where I graduated with a degree in 

Business Administration. My passion for serving 

my community began with an EMS elective 

course, which changed the trajectory of my 

future. I started volunteering at Cary Area EMS in 

2015, where I found my passion for medicine, 

which eventually led me to be admitted to 

Temple University's School of Medicine.     Wake 

County EMS neither has a volunteer program nor 

hires personnel part-time. Over two thousand 

hours of volunteering not only honed my clinical 

decision making, but it also bettered me as a 

human, citizen, and public servant. I firmly 

believe this invaluable experience differentiated 

me from the application pool and ultimately lead 

to my admittance. There are no other 

opportunities in Wake County that combine 

volunteerism, medicine, and public service. Over 

ten other volunteers and I admitted into medical 

school from the organization during my time at 

Cary EMS would be disheartened at the loss of a 

family that has instilled knowledge, passion, and 

service more than 500 words can explain.



Joel Glassman Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve which is a 55+ 

community on the Wake-Chatham line. We 

receive services from the Town of Cary. i am very 

concerned about the proposed merge of EMS 

services with Wake County. I fear the response 

times for our residents will dramatically increase 

which will cost some of our residents their lives in 

an emergency. Please reconsider this proposal 

and keep the EMS response team in Cary.  Thanks 

for listening. Joel



Jeanne CARY EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary. We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us. They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.  Some of our development 

is just over the border in Chatham County, even 

though we are Cary residents. If you merge the 

Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, we will lose all 

of our services. We cannot stand by and let this 

happen. Many serious injuries and possible 

deaths could result from having to wait for a 

Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.  Please 

do not pass this proposal. You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.  Thank you.  Jeanne Berent

Charles Katz CARY EMS As a 68 year old who lives just over the 

Wake/Chatham border (on the Chatham side) 

please don't do this to us. This is a very large 55+ 

community comprised of folks that have, and are 

spending down our money all over both counties. 

Do you really want to kill us off? Thank You.



Gile James Cary EMS Do not take away from us in Cary the excellent 

Cary EMS service we receive.  What is more 

important financial savings Or savings of life.  

Having service coming from  WAke county does 

not warm.  Leave the service alone.  It works

SUE E SULS Cary EMS I am very concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.  Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.

Pete Bryant Cary EMS I am against a hostile takeover by wake county 

EMS to take over the Cary EMS.   Thank you



Helen Nelson Cary EMS As many of EMails you have received recently 

from the residents that live inCarolina Preserves I 

am also concern that we may no longer have the 

West Cary EMS services that we so desperately 

need.  The response time is very crucial in need 

of emergency that the Chatham County can not 

provide us in do time,    It is in great importance 

that you can keep the West Cary EMS to serve 

the Cary area especially the 55 plus community of  

 Carolina Perserves that we so desperately need. 

Thankful for cooperation in this matter.  Helen 

Nelson and Pat Tempone



Michael M Davis Fuquay-Varina EMS The merger between Wake County EMS, Cary and 

Eastern Wake should not happen, because it is 

based on false information, and is being done to 

fulfill a personal agenda by the medical director 

and his staff. The information that Wake EMS 

owns all the stations and vehicles already is false 

in regards to Cary. Cary EMS owns the buildings 

and vehicles and Wake would have to buy this 

property from us. Also, our personnel costs are 

cheaper when you look at our retirement and 

benefits compared to Wake's package. As a Cary 

employee I don't believe there will be a lack of 

coverage if the merger were to take place. 

However, the goal for the budget is saving 

money, especially, in the immediate future due 

to COVID19. If you look at the cost of buying 

Cary's facilities, and vehicles as well as moving all 

those employees to the county's benefit package 

I assure you that there will not be any savings in 

the immediate future, which is what is needed 

for our community amongst the COVID19 

pandemic. What would result in immediate 

savings would be Wake EMS working WITH Cary 

and Eastern Wake to come up with a budget that 

would accomplish this goal. The fact that neither 

of the contract agencies were made aware of the 

proposed merger initially was not only 

unprofessional and unethical, but non-



Chris Almberg Cary Other/General 

Feedback

Cut the law enforcement budget, not the 

libraries. I can’t believe the thousands if not 

millions of dollars I’ve seen on the streets in the 

last week spent on the militarization of law 

enforcement in the county. Stop wasting money 

on instruments of oppression and death. Shame 

on you.

Zaid Alemam Raleigh Sheriff End any police training efforts with Israel. Focus 

on de escalation and community policing. 

Increase the barriers to entry at the sheriffs 

department. Only competent, educated, level 

headed officers!! Make sure no racists are being 

employed!

Rebecca Eschenburg Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I ask that you consider including East Wake 

Community Education Center and Marbles Kids 

Museum back in your funding for 2021.  I have 

done work with both organizations and they are 

providing a critical function for our underserved 

comminities.  I am especially concerned about 

East Wake Education.  They do a lot on an already 

shoestring budget and this will decimate them.  

Please reconsider your decision.



Virginia Dreikosen Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 community 

in West Cary. We are serviced on a daily basis by 

the marvelous West Cary EMS located 5 minutes 

from us. They are here almost every day helping 

the people in this community and responding 

quickly and expertly to many emergencies. I am 

one of those emergencies. They were here within 

minutes and got me to the hospital where I had 

emergency gallbladder surgery. Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents. If you 

merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, we 

will lose all of our services. We cannot stand by 

and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond. Please do 

not do this to us.  Please do not pass this 

proposal. You will be doing a great disservice to 

Carolina Preserve and other housing 

developments that are just over the county line.



Jenny Halasz Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please make every effort possible to maintain or 

even increase WCPSS funding. If the unrest of the 

past few days has taught us nothing else, it 

should be that education and keeping our schools 

safe, inclusive, and equally funded regardless of 

socio-economic status is critical. Cuts to schools 

will just increase the gap between schools that 

can raise community and parent money to fill 

that gap and schools that cannot. Reducing that 

disparity should be a critical area of focus. Budget 

programs that could be reduced, redirected, or 

canceled to support this goal could include:     1. 

Increasing the sales tax on non-essential and 

luxury items.  2. Reducing support for charter 

schools, which already disproportionately serve 

the wealthy  3. Removing voucher programs for 

private school attendees  4. Reducing or freezing 

salaries and bonuses for top level officials (not 

permanently, but to help make up the shortfall 

from COVID costs)  5. Expanding the county-wide 

coordination with Wake-based companies for 

technology related costs  6. Planning ahead to 

reduce the number of in-school days in the Fall 

due to a second wave of COVID-related closures.     

  Thank you for your time and attention.    Jenny 

Halasz



PHILIP A RAMPOLLA Cary EMS I am very concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.  Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.

Patricia J Lynch Cary EMS Please continue to support the Cary EMS.  We 

have had to use the EMS service several times in 

the past year.   The Cary EMS were very 

responsive and there to help us in a short period 

of time.  The personnel were trained, efficient 

and extremely helpful.  This meant a lot to us in a 

time of high stress due to medical conditions.  

We feel that merging with Wake EMS would 

cause a deterioration in service to our area.

Randy Canonge Cary EMS I am fortunate to have never needed EMS since 

we moved here in 2000.  As this area has 

expanded at times I have worried that our public 

service personnel have been asked to do even 

more with less.  Another upcoming consolidation 

is our losing OUR Cary EMS.   Somehow I just 

can’t believe a Wake county wide EMS service 

will improve response time to me or to other 

Cary residents.



William Lazcano Cary EMS We are residents of Carolina Preserve, an over 55 

community in Cary that is part of Chatham 

county.  We are concerned that eliminating 

ambulances may drastically effect response time 

to our community of older citizens.  EMS is a 

critical service for us.   Please do not compromise 

our emergency health care.

Joanne Y Dearth Cary EMS To Whom it may concern:    Living in Carolina 

Preserve in Chatham County in the town of Cary, I 

was shocked to hear that there is a proposal for 

Wake County EMS to take over West Cary EMS.  

We are a community of 55+ residents and rely on 

the rapid response of EMS because we are a 

retirement community and have more needs for 

911 medical support than other areas.    If we 

were to rely on EMS from Chatham County to 

arrive when needed, the wait would be extremely 

long; precious minutes would be lost during their 

transport to our residences.    Carolina Preserve 

has homes in Chatham and in Wake Counties; 

both should be served equally as they are now.    

Please ensure that our EMS care continues to be 

provided by West Cary EMS.    Sincerely,  Joanne 

Dearth



Allen Lorie Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 community, 

located in the western part of Cary. Over the 10 

years that I have been a resident here, the Cary 

EMS has diligently served this community time 

and time again. Their response times have have 

proven to be a great advantage to those in need 

especially in critical situations. Switching to a 

program that would significantly increase this 

response time could be extremely detrimental to 

many of our residents. I would urge to reconsider 

the decision regarding this proposal Thanks you 

for your time.

Joanne Y Dearth Cary EMS To Whom it may concern:    Living in Carolina 

Preserve in Chatham County in the town of Cary, I 

was shocked to hear that there is a proposal for 

Wake County EMS to take over West Cary EMS.  

We are a community of 55+ residents and rely on 

the rapid response of EMS because we are a 

retirement community and have more needs for 

911 medical support than other areas.    If we 

were to rely on EMS from Chatham County to 

arrive when needed, the wait would be extremely 

long; precious minutes would be lost during their 

transport to our residences.    Carolina Preserve 

has homes in Chatham and in Wake Counties; 

both should be served equally as they are now.    

Please ensure that our EMS care continues to be 

provided by West Cary EMS.    Sincerely,  Joanne 

Dearth



JUDY RAMPOLLA Cary EMS I reside in Carolina Preserve, a 55 plus community 

in Northwest Cary.  The Cary EMS is a daily 

presence in our community and their response 

time is extremely good.  Should you take this Cary 

EMS service away it could result in many 

problems with getting an ambulance in a timely 

fashion from Chatham County as there are no 

facilities close by.  I would ask that you reconsider 

taking the Cary EMS away from us.  Personally, I 

have had to call the Cary EMS and thankfully they 

arrived quickly and I am very lucky they did, as 

has been the case with many residents in Carolina 

Preserve.  Thank you.



Springer W Cox Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced by 

West Cary EMS located 5 minutes from us.  They 

are out here almost every day helping the people 

in this community and responding quickly and 

expertly to many emergencies.         My house is 

actually in Chatham County, even though we are 

Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS into 

Wake county EMS, we will lose all of our services. 

We cannot stand by and let this happen. Many 

serious injuries and possible deaths could result 

from having to wait for a Chatham County EMS to 

respond, if they will come out this far. Please do 

not do this to us. If it is a matter of cost, I have 

been assured by a high ranking person at the Cary 

EMS, that they have and always will abide by all 

of the rules.    Please do not pass this proposal.  

You will be doing a great disservice to Carolina 

Preserve, Epcon and those housing developments 

that are just over the county line.    Thank you.  

Springer Cox



Edith Mattaboni Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve an over 55 community. 

My home is in Cary but just over the Chatham 

County line. We are currently serviced by Cary 

EMS which is 5 minutes from here. We utilize 

their services very frequently since many of our 

residents are in our 70s and 80’s and many with 

major health problems. Now if we  call for EMS 

we wait no more than 5 minutes.  Under your 

proposal we would be serviced by Chatham 

County EMS and would have to wait 20 minutes 

or more for an ambulance coming from west 

Chatham and we are on the very eastern edge of 

that county. It is imperative that you do not pass 

this proposal. Lives depend on it. And a high 

ranking person at Cary EMS assures that they 

have and will continue to abide by all of the rules. 

Please think of the plight of Carolina Preserve, 

Epcon and other housing developments that are 

just over the county line. Thank you. Edith 

Mattaboni

Georgia mancuso Cary EMS Please consider  the responsibility of the existing 

EMS  for theNearby Carolina  PReserve 55 and 

over community. Eliminating  this Facility would 

DEFINITELY  Put around 3500 senior citizens at 

risk Because of the time needed to reach our area 

and possibly a hospital.  You must look at the 

whole picture



david and eva weinerman cary EMS We at Carolina Preserve need the current 

services. Saving a few dollars is not as good as 

having our fast and efficient EMS services.IJj am 

willing to pay more.                                    we 

currently have excellent

Jules Epstein Cary EMS I live in a senior community located on the cusp 

of Chatham county and wake county.The wake 

Ems is in our  Community almost daily,our 

community consists of 1450  Homes.In 

emergency we cannot wait for a distant Chatham 

county ems to arrive,it can easily be a matter  Of 

life or death.I plead with you to reconsider

Lenora Harris Cary EMS Please do not approve the acquisition of Cary 

EMS by Wake County EMS--those of us who live 

in the Chatham County of Cary are very 

concerned about the impact on EMS services if 

this happens.  We have concerns that the 

response times for EMS services will be seriously 

delayed, increasing morbidity and mortality for 

those citizens needing EMS services in the 

Chatham County area of Cary.  Who will service 

our area if Wake County becomes the EMS 

provider for Cary.  This needs to be studied and 

our residents need to be assured that EMS 

services will not suffer.



Andrea Roitman Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.



David Thomas Cary EMS We choose to live in Carolina Preserve, an over 

55 senior community in West Cary, because we 

had researched all the services and found them 

to be excellent.  Over 3 years ago, we moved 

here permanently. We quickly noticed the  

services provided on a daily basis by the 

marvelous West Cary EMS, located 5 minutes 

from us.  We needed to help one of our 

neighbors recently and they responded quickly 

and expertly to manage our neighbor's 

emergency.   We happen to live in the part of our 

development that is just over the border of Wake 

Count and in Chatham County, even though we 

are Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS 

into Wake county EMS, we will lose these 

excellent services. We cannot approve of that to 

happen. Waiting for a Chatham County EMS to 

respond could be too long.  Please do not do 

allow the County Commission to pass this item.  

You will be doing a great disservice to Carolina 

Preserve, Epcon and those housing developments 

that have Cary addresses just over the county 

line.  Thank you.  David W Thomas



Sharon Willenberg Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far.  Transfer to Chatham County 

would likely result in slower response times, as 

there are no Chatham County facilities nearby.  

This could be extremely detrimental to the Cary 

citizens in our community.    Please do not pass 

this proposal.  You will be doing a great disservice 

to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and those housing 

developments that are just over the county line.    

Thank you.    Sharon Willenberg  414Horatio 

Court, Cary NC 27519



Alice Cox Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We receive service 

from the West Cary EMS. Our community is the 

home of many elderly people who need fast and 

dependable EMS service.  The current EMS 

service is only 5 minutes away. Some of us live 

just over the border in Chatham County, but as 

Cary residents receive all Cary services. If you 

merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, we 

will lose all of our services. We cannot lose the 

services that are, now, so readily available to us. 

Serious injury and death could result from waiting 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond. Please do 

not do this to us. If it is a matter of cost, there 

have to be other ways to assure that our elderly 

population is appropriately served.    Please do 

not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a great 

disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and those 

housing developments that are just over the 

county line.



David Graul Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.  David Graul



Barbara Graul Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.  Barbara Graul



Christian Heinrich Raleigh EMS I have been a resident of Wake County as well as 

a volunteer and employee of Cary Area EMS for 

24 years.  Please vote NO to the proposed hostile 

takeover of Cary Area EMS and Eastern Wake 

EMS.  Wake County EMS proposed this "merger" 

without the courtesy of letting us know and also 

during a pandemic when staff are already under a 

lot of stress.  We have always been transparent 

and good stewards of our finances, and a good 

partner to Wake County.  We provide a lot of 

community education and support that would go 

away if the agencies merged.  Specifically, our 

volunteer program has provided countless hours 

of manpower on ambulances and has helped 

propel numerous doctors, PA's and nurses into 

our local medical community.  Additionally, some 

staff would not continue in EMS if they had to 

work for Wake County EMS causing a decline in 

service until they were replaced, trained, and 

equipped which takes time and is costly.  A 

merger of these agencies would be detrimental 

to our community.  Please vote NO.



Robert Willenberg Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far.  Transfer to Chatham County 

would likely result in slower response times, as 

there are no Chatham County facilities nearby.  

This could be extremely detrimental to the Cary 

citizens in our community.    Please do not pass 

this proposal.  You will be doing a great disservice 

to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and those housing 

developments that are just over the county line.    

Thank you.    Robert Willenberg  414Horatio 

Court, Cary NC 27519



James Ruble Erwin EMS "The needs of a many outweigh the needs of a 

few" -Spock This political budgetary ploy of a few, 

will destroy communities that have come to love 

and rely on both Eastern Wake and and Cary. 

Volunteers and future public servants lost. A 

sense of community and individualism, lost if this 

passes.

Andrea Biondi Holly Springs Wake County 

Public Schools

I want a school nurse in every school every day.  

Having a school nurse cover multiple schools in a 

pandemic is ridiculous.  One School nurse, one 

school. Children must be monitored and triaged 

quickly in a situation like this while in school to 

help stop the spread of COVID

Kristin Frank Apex Wake County 

Public Schools

Wake County needs, at the very least, the same 

amount of funding per pupil for the upcoming 

years budget as well as taking into consideration 

budgetary needs for additional resources related 

to Covid-19 (extra janitorial staff, cleaning 

supplies, increased transportation needs, 

individual classroom supplies, one designated 

nurse per school, etc.) Please fund our schools so 

we can continue to teach our children to the best 

of our abilities!



Ellen Levine Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, a 55+ senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced by the 

West Cary EMS who reach us typically within a 5 

minute service standard.  They are out here 

almost every day responding quickly and 

competently to our (too) many emergencies.   

Some of our development (including my home) is 

just over the border in Chatham County, although 

we are Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS 

into Wake County EMS, we will lose these 

emergency services and will be left to the 

capabilities of Chatham County, a rural county 

without the level of nearby service. I fear the 

adverse results of having to wait for a Chatham 

County EMS to respond, from who knows where. 

If it is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a 

high ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they 

have and always will abide by all of the rules.   

Please do not pass this proposal which will 

abandon us and the other developments in Cary 

that are just over the county line.  Thank you.



Judy Carrino Cary EMS My husband and I have lived in the part of 

Carolina Preserve that is in Chatham Co. for 5 

years. We have had to call 911 for EMS twice and 

both times they arrived within 4 minutes. I fear 

that if we have to call Chatham EMS, it would 

take them much more time to reach us - time we 

may not have if the situation is dire.  Please do 

not allow Wake Co. to take over the Cary EMS. It 

would not be good for those of us who live in 

Chatham Co.

E Naranjo WAKE FOREST Wake County 

Public Schools

The budget funding needs to AT LEAST stay the 

same per pupil. I have concerns about needs for 

additional resources - cleaning supplies, in house 

custodial staff, increased need for transportation 

workers to lessen children on buses, individual 

supplies, etc.



Michael Field Cary EMS I strongly oppose absorbing the Cary and Eastern 

Wake EMS into the Wake County EMS. 

Sometimes bigger is not better and this is one of 

those times.  As a resident of an Over 55 

community, I and my neighbors , virtually all of 

whom are at risk of medical situations in which 

time of response is critical, will have our lives 

threatened by the budget as it stands. It goes 

deeper, as sometimes the critical factor is 

knowing when to transport and when to work 

with the local Thriving In Place resources. Please 

leave well enough  alone.  The cost of healthcare 

in  the US is not lowered by consolidation, as 

bureaucracy always manages to defeat synergy 

no matter how good your intentions are. Please 

leave the Cary and Eastern Wake EMS as it 

operates today as that is what is best for the 

citizens of Wake County on the whole.

Kara Gensor Fuquay Varina Wake County 

Public Schools

We need to fully fund the school so that it is at 

LEAST the same per pupil as it was last school 

year. However, with the increased risks from 

coronavirus, we need to fund the budget more so 

that we have funding for basic cleaning supplies, 

more custodial staff, more bus drivers, and 

nurses in every single school. We also need 

funding so that schools can provide students with 

the resources to complete remote learning, if 

needed.



Citizen Raleigh EMS There is an issue with some saying that there 

would not be a disruption of service. They would 

be correct in that statement if all employees from 

Cary and Eastern Wake were to stay employed as 

a wake county EMS employees. However, this will 

not be the case. There are many who will quit 

and go to other agencies in the surrounding triad 

area. This will cause a disruption in service. 

People want the ability to choose their place of 

employment and in the field of EMS there is no 

shortage of open positions that need to be field. 

Secondly, Wake County EMS has a over blown 

and unnecessarily bloated budget. They spend 

money on unnecessary things like a mobile sim 

lab truck, which cost in the hundreds of 

thousands, that is only used a small portion of the 

time. They also create unnecessary positions, 

with bloated pay rates to also justify their budget.



WILLIAM J OBRIEN CARY EMS We live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.  William & Janice 

O'Brien



Madeline DiDonato Holly Springs Wake County 

Public Schools

Please support public schools in the budget.   We 

need at least the same per pupil funding. Schools 

will be facing additional costs for  resources due 

to Covid-19, such as  cleaning supplies, in house 

custodial staff, increased need for transportation 

workers to lessen children on buses, individual 

supplies for teachers and staff, etc. We must put 

our children in public school first.

Allison Raliegh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please increase $ for WCPSS. I am an employee 

and right now my job is at risk because of it. 

Schools need to be equipped to tackle COVID-19 

and they are not. They need working sinks, an RN 

at each school, PPE, more classrooms for less 

kids. Please think of our educators and our 

children and invest in them. We have not been up 

to pre-recession funding levels since the 

recession - now is not the time to cut funding. we 

need those dollars more than ever. People are 

worried about losing their jobs over cuts which I 

believe will happen with the current budget. 

Please adequately fund public schools.



Sharon Fingerhut Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 community 

in West Cary. We are services, on a daily basis, by 

the wonderful West Cary EMS located 5 minutes 

from us. They are here almost every day helping 

the people in the community and responding 

quickly & expertly to many emergencies. Some of 

our development is just over the border in 

Chatham county even though we are Cary 

residents. If you merge the Cary EMS into Wake 

County EMS we will lose all our services. We 

cannot stand by and let this happen. Many 

serious injuries and possible deaths could result 

from having to wait for a Chatham County EMS to 

respond, if they will come out this far. Please do 

not do this to us. Please do not pass this 

proposal. You will be doing a great disservice to 

the residents of Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.  Thank you  Sharon & Lesley 

Fingerhut



Marsha Drillings Cary EMS My name is Marsha Drillings, 245 Beckingham 

Loop, Cary, NC 27519.  I am very concerned 

about the proposal to transfer EMS support for 

my community, Carolina Preserve, from Cary 

coverage to Chatham County. Cary has several 

EMS teams nearby that can respond quickly and 

effectively to emergencies in  our over 55 

community. Transfer to Chatham County would 

likely result in slower response time, as there are 

no Chatham County facilities nearby. This could 

be extremely detrimental to Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you, Marsha Drillings



Denise F Chait Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.  Denise Chait

Mary Collins Cary EMS As a Cary citizen for 20+ years married to 

someone who has been here for 30+ years I value 

the Cary EMS and want to retain it.  We need to 

have this in our community.  Many have been 

helped, educated, and even inspired to service by 

the very effective and fiscally sound Cary EMS.  

We need to retain this in our growing area.



William Gregory Cary EMS Hello, and thank you for serving Wake County 

and our citizens. My name is William Gregory, 

and I live at 729 Eldridge Loop, Cary North 

Carolina 27519.     I am very concerned about the 

proposal to transfer EMS support for my 

community, Carolina Preserve, from Cary 

coverage to Chatham County.   Cary has several 

EMS teams nearby that can respond quickly and 

effectively to emergencies in our 55 plus 

community.      Without a coordinated plan with 

Chatham County for an EMS Center nearby, I fear 

that our community of Senior Citizens would 

likely experience life-threatening slower response 

times to emergencies.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.    Bill Gregory



Barbara Jerchower Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.     Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.     Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.     Thank you.

Julia Skelton Apex EMS Please vote NO on a merger, loss of jobs, and a 

contract change. Cary Area EMS and Eastern 

Wake EMS are excellent partners within the EMS 

System and have always and will continue to be 

good stewards of the tax payers dollars. I thank 

you for your consideration.



Sondra Miller Cary Human Services, 

Housing, 

Behavioral Health

I live in Carolina preserve which is part of Cary 

but Chatham county. I do not feel that you should 

reduce the EMS for our area, there are a lot of 

elderly people who need your services.

Mary Ritter Cary EMS Please do not pass this proposal.  You will be 

doing a great disservice to Carolina Preserve, 

Epcon and those housing developments that are 

just over the county line.       I live in Carolina 

Preserve, an over 55 senior community in West 

Cary.  We are serviced on a daily basis by the 

marvelous West Cary EMS located 5 minutes 

from us.  My family has personally needed this 

service twice. They are out here almost every day 

helping the people in this community and 

responding quickly and expertly to many 

emergencies.      Some of our development is just 

over the border in Chatham County, even though 

we are Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS 

into Wake county EMS, we will lose all of our 

services. We cannot stand by and let this happen. 

Many serious injuries and possible deaths could 

result from having to wait for a Chatham County 

EMS to respond, if they will come out this far. 

Please do not do this to us. If it is a matter of 

cost, I have been assured by a high ranking 

person at the Cary EMS, that they have and 

always will abide by all of the rules.      AGAIN, 

please do not pass this proposal.  You will be 

doing a great disservice to Carolina Preserve, 

Epcon and those housing developments that are 

just over the county line.



Amy M Kandilov Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Given the global pandemic, per pupil funding 

should be increased from previous years. More 

bus routes will be needed to allow the students 

to keep a safe distance from one another.  

Teachers will need resources available if a second 

wave of the virus pushes us into distance learning 

again. Please appropriate the resources that 

schools will need for these challenging times.

Amelia Cary Community 

Organizations

I would not be half the person I am today if I did 

not spend so much of my childhood playing and 

growing up at Marbles Kids Museum. In the midst 

of the current state of the world, places like 

Marbles are more important than ever to remind 

everyone to have fun and keep playing. Please 

reinstate funding for Marbles Kids Museum.



Gayle Streifford Cary EMS live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.     Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.     Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.     Thank you.



Michael Bollini Cary EMS Hi, my name is Michael Bollini  and I live at 1126 

Marsalis , Cary North Carolina 27519.     I am very 

concerned about the proposal to transfer EMS 

support for my community, Carolina Preserve, 

from Cary coverage to Chatham County.   Cary 

has several EMS teams nearby that can respond 

quickly and effectively to emergencies in our 55 

plus community.   Transfer to Chatham County 

would likely result in slower response times, as 

there are no Chatham County facilities nearby.  

This could be extremely detrimental to the Cary 

citizens in our community.    Thank you so much 

for your consideration.  Michael Bollini

Morse Kalt Cary EMS I am a resident of Carolina Preserve in west Cary.  

Although all of Carolina Preserve is within the 

Cary town limits, about 90% of Carolina Preserve 

residents live in Chatham County, with the 

remainder in Wake County. I would like to state 

my objection to the proposal to transfer EMS 

support for Carolina Preserve from Cary coverage 

to Chatham County.   Cary has several EMS teams 

nearby that can respond quickly and effectively 

to emergencies in our community.  Transfer to 

Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.



Debra J Williams Wake Forest Wake County 

Public Schools

We need definite plans for opening in August. 

What plans for keeping STAFF and STUDENTS 

safe. Staff should not be required to clean while 

also teaching. Custodial, cleaning budget? More 

desks, buses? Keeping staff and students safe 

with a definite plan in imperative. We are not 

canaries being sent into a mine. Are IA's going to 

be required to go between classes? Very 

dangerous with not containing the spread of this 

virus. The board needs to come up with a definite 

plan and run it through themselves, spend the 

entire day on a bus, in carpool line, in a 

classroom, walking in halls with 20-30 "board 

member students" to see how its going to work 

SAFELY. Do not under any circumstances start 

school August 17 or any date until all these 

requirements are met.

Victor Buenconsejo Cary Other/General 

Feedback

I am opposed to annexing the Cary EMS to the 

Wake county's. From you proposed budget, this 

move will not alleviate your cost issues. Please 

look at more realistic approaches like having the 

state finance their mandated costs like 

Environmental issues.  Also, charge appropriately 

for applications for community services, etc. 

COVID-19 is temporary.  Please do not make a 

permanent move that will impact Cary residents 

most likely adversely. Please do not drag a good 

operation into complications.  Thank you.



Steven Botha Cary EMS Please make sure that CARY EMS remains a 

seperate entity. Their service to Carolina Preserve 

is critically needed. Our fear is that if Wake EMS 

takes over, our service will be significantly be 

impacted negatively. Thank you.

Elizabeth Stultz Cary EMS Please maintain Cary EMS service to the Carolina 

Preserve as it is. They provide rapid life-saving 

assistance.  Just last evening (yesterday) they 

were on our street helping a neighbor.  It is a very 

efficient service.   Please don’t change it.

MaryScot Peterman Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Our schools need funding like never before. It is 

literally a life and death situation this year. We 

must have extra cleaning supplies and capabilities 

ready before school Begins. We must also have 

extra technology resources and new educational 

materials that will not be reused due to covid 

transmission. Our standard budget leaves no 

room for these new needs. Please increase 

student funding for 2020-2021. Thanks

jan johnson cary Other/General 

Feedback

don't take Cary's EMS!    you have a large enough 

area, leave our Cary to us.   remember:    we vote



Janet M. MacDonald Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

As a parent of a rising senior I have watched the 

school system  and quality of my son's education 

deteriorate over the past decade due to 

inadequate funding. Overcrowded, schools and 

scarce textbooks and resources have been 

typical. With the added costs of remote learning, 

a pandemic and a growing population now is the 

time to fund Wake County's future by educating 

its children safely and effectively.



Diane Casjens Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, a 55+ senior 

community in West Cary. For the last few years I 

have been paying into the Wake County EMS 

Fund and have had to use the services a number 

of times. We are serviced on a daily basis by the 

marvelous West Cary EMS located 5 minutes 

from us.  They are out here almost every day 

helping the people in this community and 

responding quickly and expertly to many 

emergencies.    Some of our development is just 

over the border in Chatham County, even though 

we are Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS 

into Wake county EMS, we will lose all of our 

services. We cannot stand by and let this happen. 

Many serious injuries and possible deaths could 

result from having to wait for a Chatham County 

EMS to respond, if they will come out this far. 

Please do not do this to us. If it is a matter of 

cost, I have been assured by a high ranking 

person at the Cary EMS, that they have and 

always will abide by all of the rules.    Please do 

not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a great 

disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and those 

housing developments that are just over the 

county line.    Thank you.  Diane Casjens



Brittany Notch Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

It is incredibly important that the BoC 

understands the pertinent need for at least the 

same per pupil funding. The need for additional 

resources during the COVID pandemic is 

paramount to keeping our students, staff and 

families safe as we reopen schools.  Each school 

will need more cleaning supplies, in house 

custodial staff, increased need for transportation 

workers for less children on buses, individual 

supplies, PPE and so much more. SO MUCH 

MORE. Please do not put teachers and children at 

risk any more than they already will be going 

back into schools. Thank you.

Rachel Love Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Despite the economic effect of covid19, it is 

imperative that the budget for schools at the very 

least remain the same. Children’s needs will not 

lessen. In fact, there may very well be more 

needs: additional cleaning products, additional 

support staff to support all the children who have 

fallen behind academically simply  because their 

parents haven’t been home all day every day 

helping them with school work. This year is 

unprecedented. Please look at the overall picture, 

not just a bottom line. This is an investment in 

our future. We will see the effects for years to 

come if the needs aren’t addressed now.



Sydelle Snyder Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

As a teacher and resident of Wake County, I urge 

you to give the schools an increase solely to 

maintain the current per-pupil funding. I know 

this is a crazy time in our world, but the schools 

are a backbone of our community and society. 

We have to be willing to do what it takes to fund 

our most important resource.

Kristy Bakke Louisburg Wake County 

Public Schools

We need more funds for WCPSS children and 

teachers. I am a Wake Co. Teacher

Joanna Monahan Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please fund WCPSS growth!

Amy Ward Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

I am very concerned about there being sufficient 

funding for our schools on a good day but I am 

even more concerned about how schools will 

manage with necessary Covod-related 

precautions. Please ensure that the budge 

accounts for excellent educators and facilities 

AND appropriate Covid precautions.

Reno Vello Cary EMS I live in the Carolina Preserve 55+ community and 

would favor Cary EMS to remain our service 

provider.



Ralph Verni Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.     Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.     Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.     Thank you.  Ralph Verni

Melinda Watson Cary EMS Please continue to fund Cary EMS! Merging this 

service with Wake County EMS will result in 

inferior ambulance service to our large senior 

community, Carolina Preserve, which sits on the 

Wake/Chatham County line.



Gloria Verni Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.     Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.     Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.     Thank you.  Gloria Verni

Lynn Squire Cary EMS 503 Spinnaker Court    I oppose cuts to EMS 

services in Cary and Western Wake. I live in an 

over-55 community and time of EMS  arrival can 

be the difference between life and death.

Leah Brown RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



George N Care Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary. We are serviced on a 

daily basis by Cary EMS located 5 minutes from 

us. They are here almost every day helping the 

people in this community.   Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, but we are Cary residents. If you merge 

the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, we will lose 

all of our services. This is not acceptable for our 

senior citizen community. Many serious injuries 

and possible deaths could result from having to 

wait for a Chatham County EMS to respond. 

Please do not do this to us. Cary EMS is invaluable 

to the health and safety of our community.  

Please do not pass this proposal. You will be 

doing a great disservice to Carolina Preserve, 

Epcon and those housing developments that are 

just over the Wake County line.  Thank you.

Janet Smith Cary EMS Eliminating Cary EMS could seriously degrade the 

delivery of emergency services to Cary residents 

through longer response times.  Response time is 

crucial for the well being of so many seniors that 

live in west Cary.  West Cary continues to grow 

rapidly which enhances the problem of cuts in 

local service.  Regarding suggested savings, those 

are often inflated to support one's position.    You 

are proposing to save money at the expense of 

saving lives.Saving lives is part of the EMS 

mission.  I am against this proposal.



Linda Scholz Cary EMS As a resident of Carolina Preserve, whose home is 

in Chatham County and currently receives 

services from nearby west Cary EMS, I request 

that you not change our EMS  to Chatham 

County.  Response time would significantly 

increase putting myself and others In our 

community at risk. Please continue to provide 

and support us with the West Cary EMS teams.

Lynn Borman Cary EMS My name is Lynn Borman  and I live in Carolina 

Preserve In Cary. I am writing regarding the 

request to transfer EMS support for our 

community from Cary coverage to Chatham 

county. My husband and I personally have had to 

use the wake EMS when my husband fell through 

our garage ceiling. They were here in minutes and 

it made all the difference In his recovery. They 

were absolutely wonderful and I am forever 

grateful to have them nearby. There are two EMS 

teams nearby Carolina Preserve allowing them to 

respond  quickly to emergencies. There is not a 

Chatham County facility near Carolina Preserve. 

As a community of seniors this is so important. As 

a Cary resident I am asking you to please not 

transfer our community to Chatham but allow us 

to remain part of the fabulous Cary EMS 

Response team. Thank you for your consideration 

in this matter. Lynn Borman



S Mitchell Fuquay-Varina Wake County 

Public Schools

WCPSS needs AT LEAST the same per pupil 

funding. We will have a great uphill battle to get 

students caught up on all the work missed during 

this year. Many students were unable to 

participate in virtual learning.  As a teacher I have 

a great concern about the needs for additional 

resources - cleaning supplies, in house custodial 

staff, increased need for transportation workers 

to lessen children on buses, individual supplies, 

and crowding during lunches. Please make sure 

you do not shortchange our students during this 

extremely difficult time. We can not afford to 

lose those most vulnerable.

Gary Lewis Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

While I fully understand the extreme situation 

the County is facing this coming year, it is 

imperative that we do NOT lose ground on the 

hard work to completed over the past few years.  

The request from our Superintendent is modest 

and if the full $29M increase can not be met, the 

portion that represents pupil growth and 

increased employee benefits must be approved.  

Per the Superintendent, this would be an $18M 

increase over last year's budget.  Please do not 

let our students slip backward at a time when so 

many need our support!

Bernice Schwartz Cary, NC 27519 EMS As a community of older citizens, our need for 

the best Ambulance and Rescue Services is 

paramount for our well being.  Your support of 

the Cary EMS is needed to maintain our current 

level of services.



Jennifer Humeniuk Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

It is imperative that you FULLY fund the school 

board's budget request for the upcoming school 

year! If we are to hold school on campus face to 

face, there will an added number of expenses due 

to safety precautions. We need touchless 

thermometers, tools/materials for social 

distancing, increased staffing to support the 

cleaning requirements and enforcement of social 

distancing on campus. As a single parent of a 

WCPSS high school student and an Elem. 

Education educator, I fear for not only my own 

child's safety, my student's and myself. I have 

been working tirelessly to create engaging 

remote learning activities during this time using 

my own internet, wifi, and personal office 

materials without compensation like other 

companies are providing their employees. As 

educators we give, because we want what's best 

for our students, but often take away from our 

own families to make up for the short comings of 

the budgets. It is not ok! It needs to stop! Money 

needs to be allocated for education. If you didn't 

notice during the Pandemic, the community 

enlightenment and realization for the amount 

educators are taken for granted, you must have 

been out of touch with reality! Please FINALLY 

give education the funding it deserves!!!



MJ Bettman Cary EMS 275 Beckingham Loop  wrote:  "Hi, my name is 

MJ Bettman and I live at 275 Beckingham Loop, 

Cary North Carolina 27519.     I am very 

concerned about the proposal to transfer EMS 

support for my senior community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.   Transfer 

to Chatham County will likely result in slower 

response times, as there are absolutely no 

Chatham County facilities nearby.  This could be 

extremely detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.  MJ Bettman

Kelly N Carroll Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please continue funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum.  This is a great resource for all families 

of Wake County.  It is a very inclusive 

environment that does so much to promote not 

only early childhood education but also school 

age education.  It is a whole family friendly 

activity that many residents of Wake County 

enjoy.



Robert L. & Annie Cross Cary EMS Our names are Robert L. and Annie M. Cross and 

we live at 214 Beckingham Loop, Cary North 

Carolina 27519 in the Carolina Preserve Senior 

Community.  (Residencies for persons 55 and 

older.)       We are very concerned about the 

proposal to transfer EMS services for our 

community, Carolina Preserve, from Cary 

coverage to Chatham County coverage.   Cary has 

several EMS teams nearby that can and do 

respond quickly and effectively to emergencies in 

our community.  As you can imagine, our 

community is very dependent upon immediate 

action from EMS.  Transferring these services to 

Chatham County will likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our community 

and other surrounding communities in Cary but in 

Chatman County.    We appreciate your 

consideration of this matter.  Robert & Annie 

Cross

Kelly Carroll Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please include AT LEAST the same per pupil 

funding. Schools will need additional resources 

(cleaning supplies, in house custodial staff, 

increased need for transportation workers to 

lessen children on buses, individual supplies, etc.) 

even more than ever this year.



Latesha Greene Kenly Wake County 

Public Schools

As a public school educator in Wake County, I’m 

very concern about making sure safety is a top 

priority for students, and all Wake County 

employees. We need to make sure funding is 

available to ensure our safety is addressed 

properly by having more support staff such as 

counselors, nurses, social workers and mental 

health funding in all schools. We need daily 

cleaning is available therefore we need cleaning 

staff and the best supplies. I would like to thank 

you for your time as I pour my heart out of 

concern to ensure everyone is safe.

Nancy Ballatd Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

We need you to fully fund WCPSS budget 

request. Our public school employees have taken 

extraordinary  measures to provide instruction 

and basic needs (food and supplies) to families 

across the county. Schools have shared resources 

in order to provide for all. Please help us continue 

to be the constant for families. We need them. 

They need us. We need your support.

Renee Wike Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please fund the necessary cleaning supplies and 

equipment to operate safely within school 

buildings. Please fund additional technology, 

resources, and learning materials for staff and 

students.



Cathy  Gottesman Cary EMS My name is Cathy Gottesman and I live at 122 

Abbey View Way, Cary, North Carolina 27519.     I 

am extremely concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.   Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be very detrimental 

to the Cary citizens in our community. Please take 

this into consideration.



David Streifford Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line."  This is copied verbatim from a 

neighbor in my Carolina Preserve community. I 

feel exactly as she feels.   Thank you.



Sherry Porto Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Please increase funding to WCPSS.  Our schools 

have been starved for funds for years and now 

they need to safely care for our children in the 

age of COVID 19.  They do not have the staff or 

space to reduce class sizes to implement social 

distancing.  They lack the funds to provide in 

house cleaning staff and are currently unable to 

clean our schools in compliance with CDC 

guidelines.  We lack counselors and nurses and 

are leaving administrative assistants to handle 

sick children.  I have seen staff and recources cut 

to the most minimal levels and our children's 

education is suffering.  Please increase funding to 

WCPSS or at the very least maintain their current 

per pupil funding level.  Thank you!

Misha Gregory Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please fully fund WCPSS’s requests for funding 

this year. We will need it all as we are entering 

uncertain times with trying to return to teaching 

children safely in our classrooms. Thank you!



Lisa Mead Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

I have three children in Wake schools, am a 

former teacher, and lifelong resident of this area.  

I am writing to ask the commissioners keep our 

current funding levels (per-pupil expenditure) the 

same for the next year.  I know revenues are 

down, but we cannot continue to cut our schools 

and public services.   I know we cannot add new 

programs or increase services, so all I am asking is 

we do not reduce the funding.  $18 million is the 

estimate of what is needed, and I fully support 

this.  Thank you for your hard work in this tough 

time.

Susannah Vitaglione Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Please provide funding for educating future 

citizens ! Students have already lost so much 

valuable time this spring. We can not afford to 

lose more due to inadequate funding! Every 

penny lost in the school budget is a loss to a 

student - either in resources, teacher support, 

school environment, social support or even home 

support. Public education should be the priority 

not an afterthought.



Dennis E. Sesler Cary EMS My wife & I are in our 70's & we reside in a age 

55 community of  Carolina Preserve.  There are 

approximately 1,200 + homes in this community.  

Our current EMS is provided by Cary, and it is my 

understanding their response time to medical 

emergencies is extremely quick.  A high 

probability of increased deaths could occur if the 

EMS function is transferred from  Cary to either 

Wake County or Chatham County EMS as their 

response time would not be as quick as Cary's.  

The closest EMS Cary location is 8 miles, Wake 

County is 10 miles, & Chatham County is 17 miles.    

   Please do not approve any EMS transfer from 

Cary as it will prove to be very detrimental to the 

Carolina Preserve community health & safety 

umbrella.    Please think of our senior citizens 

before you vote.    Thank you for your 

consideration.    Dennis E. Sesler

Donald & Kathleen Palumbo Cary EMS Cary EMS is a very vital service to the citizens of 

Carolina Preserve. We are a 55+ community and 

a disservice will take place for our community 

without Cary EMS. We are tax paying citizens 

who deserve to have Cary EMS. We pay taxes for 

the school system even though we do not have 

school age children in our community. Please let 

our voices be heard to keep the services of Cary 

EMS



Ashlie MacDonald Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please consider at least maintaining per pupil 

funding for the 2020-2021 school year. We will 

desperately need additional school nurses and 

counselors as well as cleaning staff and supplies 

in order to reopen safely while COVID-19 is still a 

threat to public health.

Michael Hermida Cary EMS Hi, my name is Michael Hermida and I live at 205 

Lifeson Way, Cary North Carolina 27519.     I am 

very concerned about the proposal to transfer 

EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.   Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.  Michael Hermida



MARYANN TUCK Cary EMS The EMS service to our senior neighborhood is 

invaluable. Fast response to this vulnerable 

population is of great importance. Last week I 

called EMS to check out a senior who had fallen 

before I would agree to take her to the 

emergency room. I am so grateful to them - the 

lady had broken her leg and transport by me 

could have caused further damage and additional 

pain.   Reducing service for us and anywhere in 

this continually growing area has to have a 

negative effect on the county population's health. 

Please do not vote for this. Thank you.

Sarah Zambon Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please restore funding for Marbles. It is a crucial 

resource for our children & for our schools. 

Marbles takes the work of play very seriously. I 

have met several of the staff & been to many 

Marbles events and they genuinely care about 

our community & our children. To cut their 

funding would be a disservice to the children in 

our county & surrounding counties who have 

already lost so much.

Cecelia Joyce Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please vote for continued support of the same 

per pupil spending as last year. Between the 

Covid issues and new schools and students, we 

need this revenue. Education is always an 

investment that pays off!



Janusz Starzyk Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, a 55 and over senior 

community in West Cary.  My address is 225 

Beckingham Loop, Cary North Carolina 27519.    I 

am very concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for Carolina Preserve, from 

Cary to Chatham County. We live in Cary but 

somehow we ended up in Chatham County 

(Why? Who separated us from the rest of Cary 

and Wake county?), and I believe that merging 

the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, will put 

many of us in life threatening situations. I was 

helped twice during last year by West Cary EMS – 

they came very quickly saving my life (they are 

very close to us).    Please do not pass this 

proposal.  You will be doing a great disservice to 

all citizens that reside in Carolina Preserve,  

Thank you,  Janusz Starzyk

Christina Ruegamer Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Same per pupil funding. We have concerns about 

needs for additional resources - cleaning supplies 

(not out of our OWN pocket), in house custodial 

staff, increased need for transportation workers 

to lessen children on buses, individual supplies, 

SMALLER CLASS SIZES, additional educational 

resources and technology (How are we 3 to 1 and 

call that equitable learning?!)



Katie Currin Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please fully fund our schools, so that we can keep 

staff and students safe. There will be additional 

funding needs in order to keep everyone safe in 

the 20-21 school year. In order to maintain social 

distancing, funding is needed for more staff and 

bus drivers. We will need additional cleaning 

supplies and custodial staff. Schools cannot 

function with budget cuts. They need at least the 

same amount of funding that was provided for 

the 19-20 school year.

Terry E Thompson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

The proposal to cut funding to Community 

Organizations as stated is severe and would do 

irreparable harm especially to arts organizations, 

which nurture the souls of individuals across 

socioeconomic boundaries in ways which unite 

and ignite creativity at a time when arts are so 

vitally needed.  It has taken countless years to 

build the strength in visual and performing arts 

programs  which enrich, inspire and unite our 

community. Additionally, it is well documented 

that vital arts programs strengthen the economy 

of cities and bring a significant financial return on 

the the investment. Arts organizations cannot 

maintain the quality they have built without the 

continued support from our local government. I 

fervently ask that you reconsider the huge loss 

such a dramatic cut in funding would bring about 

in our treasured and cherished arts which are 

such an intrinsic part of our cultural identity, 

quality of life, and morale.



Benjamin Rivera Apex Wake County 

Public Schools

Given these unprecedented circumstances, it’s 

very important that enough funds be 

appropriated to keep students, teachers, and 

administrators safe. This includes adequate 

janitorial and sanitation staff, more buses to 

allow for distancing, and access to enough 

classroom space and educators to maintain a safe 

distance.

Gabrielle Rivera Apex Wake County 

Public Schools

I have concerns about the needs for additional 

school resources - cleaning supplies, in house 

custodial staff, increased, transportation workers 

to lessen children on buses, individual supplies, 

among other unknowns as we wait to see what 

school will need to look like.

DANE R WEST Knightdale Wake County 

Public Schools

We need AT LEAST the same per pupil funding. 

We desperately need additional resources that 

include cleaning supplies, in house custodial staff, 

increased need for transportation workers to 

lessen children on buses, individual supplies, and 

more.

Helen Freiling Cary EMS I support a separate Cary EMS.  Please do not 

merge the Cary EMS into Wake County EMS.  

Many of us who live in Cary Live in Chatham 

County.  We west Cary residents will lose the 

outstanding and vital service of Cary EMS and 

have to wait much longer for Chatham County 

service.  As senior citizens, this could be 

catastrophic for us.  Please keep the West Cary 

EMS separate and allow it to continue its 

wonderful service to all cary citizens.



Joan Jobsis Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve (a senior community in 

West Cary). The West Cary EMS has provided us 

with rapid response to our many medical needs 

for the past 12 years.  I am 87 years old & am 

comforted by the knowledge that, should I have a 

stroke or heart attack, aide would get to me in 5  

or so minutes.  If Wake EMS takes over this 

service area, my future EMS service would come 

from Chatham County (some 50 minutes away).  

Please do not allow such a change of EMS service 

to happen. Let the West Cary EMS continue to 

provide the life-saving care they currently give us.  

 Thank you for your consideration.  Joan Jobsis

Donna Garcia Wake Forest Wake County 

Public Schools

For the 2020-21 schools year we need the same 

per pupil funding as last year. Funding should be 

set aside as well for the cost of  additional 

resources,  cleaning supplies, more in house 

custodial staff ( 3 custodians for a school of 2100 

students is NOT enough), increased need for 

transportation workers to lessen children on 

buses, individual cleaning supplies. Other items to 

consider are temp scanners, PPE and other items 

to keep staff & students safe.



Elizabeth Balazs Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please fund public education! Despite inflation, 

increased testing, increased special 

accommodations and now remote learning, we 

still aren’t funding our classrooms appropriately. 

Children in Wake deserve a quality education. 

Please maintain per student funding during these 

difficult times.     The last few days should show 

that we, as a society, must do better to educate 

our children, to promote unity and opportunity. 

Schools are our last hope in doing so and the next 

generation needs our support. Please fully find 

students, fund classrooms and support the 

teachers who do this on the front lines each and 

every day.

Marjorie And Edwin Budd Cary EMS We strongly support a separate Cary EMS. We 

live in Cary but we are in Chatham County with 

thousands of senior citizens as neighbors.  We 

depend on the Cary EMS For service.  They 

respond quickly to frequent emergencies in our 

area.  We cannot rely on Chatham County 

Service, and we should not have to, since we pay 

taxes to the Town of Cary,  Please do NOT merge 

Cary EMS into Wake County EMS.  They are doing 

a fantastic job now, so don’t fix something that is 

not broken.



Lynne Walter, MSW Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

As a Wake County resident, homeowner, 

taxpayer, voter, and proud supporter of public 

schools, I am emailing you to request that you 

grant at least the same amount per pupil funding 

in the budget for the upcoming school year as 

there is this school year.  WCPSS will need the 

same, and actually more, funding to ensure 

sufficient cleaning supplies to keep our kids and 

educators and staff safe from COVID-19, to pay 

for increased in-house custodial staff to make 

sure our schools are clean and safe, to support an 

increase in the number of school bus and 

transportation staff to decrease the number of 

students that are on a bus or other school 

transport at any one time, to pay for individual 

supplies for a successful school year, and more.    

Thank you for supporting our students, 

educators, staff, and parents, and public schools!

Emily Dawson Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please fund our schools. With social distancing 

we need more adults, more materials, more 

transportation. Students and families have been 

in stressful situations and the will return to school 

suffering trauma, we need to fun Resources to 

support SEL. Counselors, psychologists, social 

workers are all Imperative to wholly meeting 

children’s needs. We know the virus pandemic 

won’t last forever so let’s make it the best we can 

while we are in this crisis. Please fund our 

schools. Kids deserve better.



Marianne Weant Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Please fund the full request of WCPSS.

Emily Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please fund Marbles kids Museum! It’s is a light 

to our city and serves all families. All children 

deserve to learn through play.

Dr. John Frantz cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.  Some of our development 

is just over the border in Chatham County, even 

though we are Cary residents.If you merge the 

Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, we will lose all 

of our services. We cannot stand by and let this 

happen.Many serious injuries and possible deaths 

could result from having to wait for a Chatham 

County EMS to respond,if they will come out this 

far. Please do not do this to us. If it is a matter of 

cost, I have been assured by a high ranking 

person at the Cary EMS, that they have and 

always will abide by all of the rules.  Please do 

not pass this proposal. You will be doing a great 

disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and those 

housing developments that are just over the 

county line.  Thank you.



Nancy Bennett Cary EMS I am a resident of Carolina Preserve, an active 

adult community in west Cary in Chatham 

County.  Our Cary EMS is located close-by and 

provides our community with prompt excellent 

care and service on a daily basis.  Other west Cary 

communities located in Chatham County also 

depend on this service.  It is essential that Cary 

EMS remain as is, our lives depend on it.

Harry Carlin Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, a 55+ senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located  minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    A large portion of our 

development is on the border of Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. Please do not let 

this happen. Many serious injuries and possible 

deaths could result from having to wait for a 

Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us.    

Please do not pass this proposal.  You will be 

doing a great disservice to Carolina Preserve.  

Thank you.  Harry Carlin



Paul & Carol Doyle Cary, NC EMS RE: Transfer of Cary EMS services to Wake County    

   When we moved to this address we were told 

we are part of Cary and will receive services from 

the TOC. We physically reside in Chatham Co. and 

pay taxes to both Chatham Co. and TOC.    We 

have very adequate EMS service from close by. 

Since we are in the Town of Cary, I fail to see how 

it can be reasonable or smart to expect us to wait 

on EMS services coming here from,  Pittsboro, or 

wherever they start from w/in Chatham Co. to 

answer a call at Carolina Preserve - could this be 

as far away as Siler City?    Don't do this to us. We 

should be grandfathered as if our residence was 

100 yards down the street, placing us on the 

other side of the Wake Co/Cary boundary.     This 

is a 55 and over community of about 1400 

homes, and most folks here are well over 55. It 

seems incomprehensible that EMS services will 

come to our neighbors house from Cary (Wake 

Co) but not to us, just down the street.     We are 

in Cary - keep our EMS services coming from 

Cary, less than 5 miles away.



Linda Laurich Cary EMS 800 Eldridge Loop  My name is Linda Laurich and I 

live at 800 Eldridge Loop, Cary, NC 27519.  I live 

at Carolina Preserve, an active adult community 

that currently receives EMS services from Wake 

County.  In a community with an average age in 

the   mid-70s, EMS services are used by 

community residents on almost a daily basis.  The 

responding EMS services are nearby and provide 

aid and transport with no delay.  That won't 

happen if service is transferred to Chatham 

County as there are no Chatham services nearby.   

 I respectfully ask you to consider the medical 

needs of a large population of involved citizens in 

making your decision.  Linda Laurich

Carl Lindner Cary EMS NO.    I would prefer that with such a large county 

such as Wake County, that such critical services 

like EMS remain more locally managed.

Amy Hariton Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve and know how 

wonderful and important The Cary EMS is to our 

community. We DO Not want to be folded into 

the Wake EMS. We want to keep the Cary EMS as 

a separate entity. We feel that it is imperative 

that you allot the funds for this.



Debby Gold Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserves which is a 55+ senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced by the 

West Cary EMS located 5 minutes from us.  They 

are out here almost every day helping the people 

in this community and responding quickly and 

expertly to many emergencies.     If you merge 

the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, we will lose 

all of our services. We cannot stand by and let 

this happen. Many serious injuries and possible 

deaths could result from having to wait for a 

Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

even come out this far. Please do not do this to 

us.    Please do not pass this proposal.  You will be 

doing a great disservice to Carolina Preserves,  

and those housing developments that are just 

over the county line.     Thank you for your timely 

attention to this extremely important matter.  

Please remember the much slower response 

times could and probably would lead to 

devastating results for the people of our 

community.   Sincerely,  Debby Gold  509 

Garendon Dr  Cary       Per Judy: This is urgent.  

The meeting is at 5 p.m. today and all comments 

must be received by 5 p.m. tomorrow.  It will not 

suffice to call there.  They will just tell you to do 

what I have done.  Please take immediate action 

and feel free to forward this to all of the other 

residents and clubs you belong to.                      



Eileen MItchell Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 community.  

 Our neighborhood has received excellent service 

from Cary EMS.  They are very responsive and 

quick on the spot to assist residents in emergency 

situations.  I live in the Chatham county portion 

of the neighborhood and am concerned we will 

lose this marvelous resource if your proposal for 

Wake County to take over Cary EMS is approved.  

We depend on our wonderful first responders - 

they are often in our neighborhood and when 

every minute counts we know they will be there.  

We appreciate them.  Please vote down this 

proposal so lives are not lost by extended 

response times.    Thank you.    Eileen Mitchell

Lacy Wilder Apex Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum. I grew up at Marbles and it was 

essential for my creative development, 

education, and curiosity. Marbles plays a crucial 

role in the community in catalyzing education, 

serving underprivileged community members, 

and facilitating learning through play. By 

reinstating Marbles’ funding, this institution can 

continue providing these essential services to the 

community.



Kathleen McCone Dunn Cary EMS Hello, my name is Kathleen McCone Dunn and I 

live at 432 Easton Grey Loop, Cary, NC 27519. I 

am very cncerned about the proposal to transfer 

EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County. Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.  This 

could be extremely detrimental to the Cary 

citizens in our community.  Thank you so much 

for your consideration.  Kathleen McCone Dunn



Max & Susan Brownstein Cary EMS We live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.

Debby Weshalek Cary EMS 326 Abbey View Way  I am opposed to Eastern 

Wake Taking over Cary EMS. We like our EMS the 

way it is , living in a 55+ community.



Denise W Carson Cary EMS As a senior living in Carolina Preserve I want the 

funding for the Cary EMS maintained.  We rely on 

the Cary EMS which provides us with great 

prompt service.  We feel that the Wake County 

EMS will not be able to provide that service.  We 

also worry that Wake County may decide in the 

future since we live in Cary, Chatham County that 

they will not provide us with the EMS service at 

all.

Stephen Gordon Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve with over 1300 single 

family homes for 55+.  Much of the community is 

in Wake County but some is in Chatham County.  

We were informed that Cary EMS is to be 'taken 

over' by Wake EMS.  From the document I read, 

Cary EMS does not want or need this new 'boss'.    

 If our senior community is not serviced by a 

nearby EMS (our calls are now answered in about 

5 minutes), many of us may die before the EMS 

of Chatham arrives.   I pay for an annual an EMS 

coverage plan for myself.    Please do not be 

insenitive to our needs and our lives.  Deaths 

caused by this change will not be good for us or 

Wake decision makers.

Lauren Fuquay Varina Other/General 

Feedback

Please reconsider funding for Marbles - it is a 

WONDERFUL resource for children in the RDU 

community and an incredible asset for this city. 

Marbles has provided educational resources to 

underprivileged kids and has provided so many 

wonderful memories for my own children.



Katie Dunn Cary EMS We are very opposed to the proposed merger 

between Wake County EMS, Cary EMS and 

Eastern Wake EMS. This is often a matter of life 

and death, and therefore the reduced service and 

response times that will result from this merger 

are not acceptable to us. We moved to Cary to 

enjoy a higher standard of living and the safety of 

local EMS service. Please represent the interests 

of Cary citizens by voting against this merger.

Carol Armelin McMahon Cary EMS I am very concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.   Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.   Carol McMahon

Keith R Carson Cary EMS My wife and I oppose the merger of EMS 

services. Cary provides the services we need and 

serves us best.



Andrea Pearlstein Raleigh Libraries The public libraries serve EVERYONE in the county 

and cutting back on library hours/staff really 

impacts those who have the least. Library staff 

provide the guidance so everyone can navigate 

the library and find & learn how to access free 

resources and materials. Besides this, they 

provide outstanding and award-winning 

programs and services. Staff help citizens get jobs 

(needed right now!), find new books, teach 

children early literacy skills so they can succeed in 

kindergarten. So many people will be impacted 

by these cuts - they aren't a one time cut - these 

cuts will last for year and be detrimental to the 

growth of so many citizens. Ask for statistics of 

the number of people served by staff. Please 

consider alternative ways to cut back the library's 

budget this year and next, so staff can continue 

to support the needs of our citizens.



Catherine Fabiano Cary EMS My name is Catherine Fabiano and I reside at 

1421 Marsalis Way, Cary 27519,  I am very 

concerned about the proposal to transfer EMS 

support for my community, Carolina Preserve, 

from Cary coverage to Chatham County.   Cary 

has several EMS teams nearby that can respond 

quickly and effectively to emergencies in our 55 

plus community.   Transfer to Chatham County 

would likely result in slower response times, as 

there are no Chatham County facilities nearby.  

This could be extremely detrimental to the Cary 

citizens in our community.  Thank you so much 

for your consideration.  Catherine Fabiano

Ruth and Dennis Baltuch Cary EMS We are seniors living in Carolina Preserve.  We 

have had reason to call EMS and they were 

prompt and thoroughly professional.  It would be 

an unimaginable loss to not have Cary EMS 

available to us..  You call them because minutes 

count, so having them within Cary is essential.  

Please reconsider -seriously-what you are about 

to do.

Dorothy Lem Cary EMS we need Cary EMS to maintain a safe level of 

service.



Howard Lem, Esq. Cary EMS As a senior living at Carolina Preserve, it is vital 

that you maintain funding for the Cary EMS.  This 

community relies heavily on the superb  and 

prompt service we have received from the Cary 

EMS in the past.  We are fearful that Wake 

County EMS cannot service us adequately or 

worse still, Wake County will declare that this 

part of Cary is technically in Chatham County and 

abandon us altogether. Based on the foregoing, 

we respectfully ask that you restore the funding 

for the Cary EMS.

Martha Huntley Cary EMS I live - very happily - in Carolina Preserve in Cary, 

along with close to 3,000 others. We need local - 

Cary - EMS. Please please don't merge with Wake 

County EMS. W are very satisfied with Cary EMS 

services - vital to our community of mostly 55+ 

folks. This is a matter of our community's health 

and well-being. Thank you for hearing our voices 

and caring about our needs. Martha Huntley

Judith Dosa Cary EMS It is crucial that the Cary EMS remain as it is.  The 

service we as seniors living in West Cary depend 

on, is vital to our health.  Please continue to 

provide this service!



Judy Bartz Cary EMS 320 Fenmore Pl.  I have lived in Cary since 

relocating from MN in 1991. Cary is my home and 

cary has always taken good care of all of its 

citizens. Please don’t take away our EMS. I trust 

cary.  You have Always been there for us. Please 

don’t take away our west cary ems. At the town 

meeting last year it was said how the town of 

cary has the fastest response time. Please don’t 

take that away from us.

Jeff Headley Cary EMS With a population growing as fast as ours and the 

ongoing pandemic, the idea that you can 

consolidate 3 EMS organizations into one and 

maintain the current levels of service and 

response times is beyond belief. If you really 

believe this, why not keep Cary EMS which 

seemingly has a better reputation within the 

community and let them manage the 

consolidation?



Judith Fleming Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over-55 senior 

community in Cary. We receive excellent service 

on a very frequent basis from West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  Most of our 

community is just over the border in Chatham 

County.  I am concerned that if you merge the 

Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, we will lose our 

excellent Cary EMS service and need to rely on 

that from Chatham County.   Cary has several 

EMS teams nearby that can respond quickly and 

effectively to emergencies in our 55 plus 

community.   Transfer to Chatham County would 

likely result in slower response times, as there 

are no Chatham County facilities nearby.  This 

could be extremely detrimental to the Cary 

citizens in our community. I urge you to leave 

Cary EMS services as an independent entity. 

Thank you so much for your consideration.



David B Dunn Cary EMS Hi, my name is David B Dunn and I live at 237 

Lifeson Way, Cary, North Carolina 27519.     I am 

very concerned about the proposal to transfer 

EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.   Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.    David B Dunn

Daniel Fletcher Cary EMS I am very concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.   Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are only 6 privately 

contracted ambulances and 2 advanced life 

support units in Chatham County.  From what I 

can tell none of these units are stationed near 

our community.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.  Daniel Fletcher



Pat Delcogliano Cary EMS Myself and my husband are residents of Carolina 

Preserve, an over 55 community in Western 

Wake county. We receive services from wake 

county and the EMS team, which is right down 

the road. We hear the sirens almost daily. It is an 

urgently needed service that is nearby. By 

transferring this area to Chatham county 

countless people will be put at risk due to longer 

response time. We are respectfully asking that 

the Wake county EMS service remain taking care 

of us, your western wake neighbors. There are 

also several other communities which will be 

adversely effected if this goes forward. Thank you 

for your consideration.



Deborah Walvoord Cary, NC EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the West Cary EMS located 5 

minutes from us.  They are out here almost every 

day helping the people in this community and 

responding quickly and expertly to many 

emergencies.    Some of our development is just 

over the border in Chatham County, even though 

we are Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS 

into Wake county EMS, we will lose all of our 

services. We cannot stand by and let this happen. 

Many serious injuries and possible deaths could 

result from having to wait for a Chatham County 

EMS to respond, if they will come out this far. 

Please do not pass this proposal.  You will be 

doing a great disservice to Carolina Preserve, 

Epcon and those housing developments that are 

just over the county line.    Thank you.  Deborah 

Walvoord.



Patricia Johnson Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, a 55 & over community 

with 1400 homes. We have been considered 

western Cary and been serviced by Cary EMS, 

which is 5 min away from our development. My 

home is just over the Wake County line and pay 

property taxes to Chatham County, even though 

there are no Chatham EMS or Fire Depts nearby. 

We have had wonderful service by Cary p, who 

are called here frequently with so many elderly 

living here. Please do not pass a resolution to 

combine Cary EMS with Wake County. We would 

never be able to get as quick a service from 

Chatham as we do now from Cary EMS.  My 

address, water, sewer, and trash removal are all 

served and paid to The Town of Cary.  Please let 

our homes remain to be served by Cary, and not 

included with Wake County.  Our  lives may 

depend on it in a medical emergency.  Thank you 

for our consideration.  Patricia Johnson



Robert Beckett Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.

Sheila Rosen Cary EMS Please do not take the Cary EMS services from 

Carolina Preserve an over 55 community. The 

majority of our population is in their 70’s and 80’s 

and convenient services are of utmost 

importance to save lives.



Lisa Barile Holly Springs EMS Good evening,  I would like to publicly state my 

opposition to a merger between Wake County 

EMS/Cary Area EMS/Eastern Wake EMS. (Cary or 

Eastern Wake) has been an integral part of my 

community. From the volunteers, the crews 

coming to our schools to teach about the work 

they do, to the life saving classes they provide, 

this organization must continue. Please vote NO 

on a merger.  Sincerely,  a concerned citizen

Edward and Catherine Austin Cary EMS We live in a 55 + community, Carolina Preserve in 

Chatham County and we need our current EMS to 

remain in place. This community is dependent on 

their services. Almost daily EMS are called to 

respond to a resident in need in Carolina 

Preserve. Please do not take our EMS from us.



Martin J. Scher Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary with 1360 homes and 

more than 2,000 residents.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.      Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We must not stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

probable deaths will result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond.  If they 

will even come out this far, they may not be able 

to find us since all of the new communities and 

streets are not in new GPS systems as yet.  This 

entire area is experiencing huge growth with new 

residential communities opening practically every 

day.  Just witness the growth in the number or 

supermarkets opened in the past 12 months.       

PLEASE DO NOT DO THIS TO US.  If it is a matter 

of cost, we have been assured by a high ranking 

person at the Cary EMS, that they have and 

always will abide by all of the rules.   Please DO 

NOT pass this proposal.  You will be doing a great 

disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and those Norman Smalletz CARY EMS I strongly oppose the Wake County EMS 

proposed takeover of Cary EMS.  This would 

result in longer response times for my section of 

Cary.  It would also adversely affect the level of 

service that we currently have. Thank you for 

considering my concerns.



Pam Fisher Cary EMS I am very concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.   Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you for your consideration,  

Pam Fisher



Thomas Garrett Cary EMS "Living  in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary, I have concerns with 

the proposal to have Wake take over the Cary 

EMS team.  We are serviced on a daily basis by 

the West Cary EMS located 5 minutes from our 

community.  They provide a service almost daily 

helping the people in this community and 

responding quickly and expertly to many 

emergencies.      Some of our development is just 

over the border in Chatham County, even though 

we are Cary residents.  If you merge the Cary EMS 

into Wake county EMS, we will lose our services. 

As a community of seniors and being the most 

vulnerable to health issues requiring quick 

attention we are being put in jeopardy by this 

proposal. Many serious injuries and possible 

deaths could result from having to wait for a 

Chatham County EMS to respond from further 

away.   Please do not pass this proposal.  You will 

be doing a great disservice to Carolina Preserve, 

Epcon and those housing developments that are 

in Cary, but just over the county line.    Regards,  

Tom Garrett  163 Aylestone Dr.  Cary, NC 27519



Sharon Richman Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve. senior community on 

West Cary.We are serviced on a daily basis by the 

WestEMS  Cary Which is located 5 minutes away. 

My personal experience my husband suffered a 

severe brain bleed and had he not got the quick. 

Emergency service, he would not be with me 

today.I am concerned About the proposed merge 

of the Cary EMS into the Wake county EMS.If you 

merge the Cary EMS into wake county we will 

lose our services which will result in serious 

injuries and possibly deaths if we have to wait for 

a Chatham county EMS to respond, if they will 

even come this far.Please do not pass this 

proposal. You will be doing a disservice to 

Carolina Preserve and to a more vulnerable 

senior citizens     Respectfully,  Sharon Richman

Bunny Borkowski Cary EMS Please please please do not merge Cary Ems with 

Wake..  we at Carolina preserve as well as all 

residents of Amberly need them...please think 

deeply what a hardship it would be. We are 

begging, pleading and praying you will listen



Lynne Rossi Cary EMS I am a resident of Carolina Preserve an active 

over 55 community. My address is in Cary but is 

considered a part of Chatham county. If you 

merge Cary EMS with Wake county you will be 

doing a great disservice to me and my neighbors 

by keeping us from getting fast response from 

Cary EMS which is only about 5minutes away. 

Chatham county doesn’t provide reasonable 

services to this end of the county. When I was 

homebound after an accident I was unable to get 

the Meals on Wheels services for which I Was 

eligible because Chatham county doesn’t service 

my part of the county. It would be really 

disastrous to have a medical emergency and have 

to depend on a county that doesn’t provide good 

service to the edges of the county to respond to a 

life and death request



Stephen Dlott Cary EMS I am a resident of Carolina Preserve, and I live in 

both  Cary and Chatham County.  I am quite 

concerned about the possibility of being serviced 

by Chatham County instead of Cary EMS.  I have 

had an experience in which Cary EMS responded 

immediately during a heath crisis in which they 

initially  treated me and transported me to Duke 

Hospital.   The response time was wonderful and 

medic care was excellent.  I am very concerned 

that the response time of the Chatham EMS will 

not be as timely.  This change would not only 

effect my family but all of the families in Carolina 

Preserve and surrounding developments in West 

Cary.  In a time of when the threat of corona virus 

looms large for senior citizens, Carolina Preserve 

residents are certainly at risk.  I would ask that 

you please reject this proposal as it it would 

would greatly disadvantage the over 2000 senior 

citizen residents of Carolina Preserve.

Victoria Snead Angier Other/General 

Feedback

I request that funding for Marbles Kids Museum 

be reinstated in the Wake County budget

IAN JAGODA CARY EMS Unfortunately I have had to make use of the Cary 

EMS. If not for their quick and knowledgeable 

responses I do not know what could have 

happened. We need them.



ROSE A FABER CARY EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, a 55+ senior 

community in West Cary which is part of the 

master planned community of Amberly. Some of 

Carolina Preserve is located in Chatham County. 

However we pay both Cary/Wake County and 

Chatham County taxes and would like to have the 

services continue as they were provided by the 

original arrangement when Cary annexed this 

area.       We are serviced by the West Cary EMS 

which is located close by.  West Cary EMS has an 

excellent reputation and it is comforting to know 

they are just minutes away.     It is my 

understanding that you are considering merging 

the Cary EMS into Wake County EMS. In doing so, 

does that mean that some of my neighbors will 

continue to have the quick response of the West 

Cary EMS services and I would not? Without a 

station in this immediate area it is not likely that 

Chatham EMS will be able to respond as quickly 

and it could mean the difference between life or 

death. Please reconsider the consequences of 

your decisions.    In my mind the correct 

humanitarian thing to do it is to work with 

Chatham County so we continue to be served by 

West Cary EMS until there is a Chatham County 

EMS close by.  Or simply honor the boundaries 

for West Cary EMS Services until this can be 

resolved without the loss of any lives.      Please 



Vivian Therese Lund Cary EMS Cary EMS provides a valuable service in our part 

of the county in terms of community outreach 

and operating a service-based model.     A merger 

would lose the community feel of our area and 

result in reduced service in terms of response 

times and availability of ambulances. Wake 

County has trouble staffing the ambulances they 

have already and we would be at risk of not 

receiving emergency medical care if/when we 

need it. We would no longer have ambulances at 

community events such as high school athletic 

events and neighborhood gatherings as this is not 

standard for Wake County EMS.

Paul Kimple CARY EMS Please do NOT change West Cary EMS.  They are 

valuable to us!  especially all the over 55s who 

live in Carolina Preserve.

Elaine Kimple CARY EMS Please allow West Cary EMS to operate as it has 

been.  We live in Chatham County but Cary 

address.  We have used the Wake EMS a couple 

time in the last couple years.  They have been 

efficient, professional and timely.



Rita Imperato Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.     Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.     Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.      Cary EMS is very familiar with 

our community.  A change to Chatham County 

EMS would substantially increase response time 

to our community, which could be the difference 

between life or death.    Sincerely,  Rita Imperato



Ann Marie Dlott Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary. We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the West Cary EMS located 5 

minutes from us. They do a wonderful job in 

helping the people in this community by always 

responding quickly and expertly to many 

emergencies. My husband and I had to call 911 

and the Cary EMS personnel were here within 

minutes. They were so compassionate and 

professional in the services they provided. They 

helped calm my anxiety and allay my fears. Our 

concern is that some of our development is just 

over the border in Chatham County, even though 

we are Cary residents. If you merge the Cary area 

EMS and Eastern Wake EMS with Wake county 

EMS, we will lose all of our services. As Cary 

residents, we cannot stand by and watch this 

happen, especially during this Coronavirus 

pandemic when our residents represent the most 

vulnerable age group. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond and we 

know seconds count. Every life matters and to 

merge the EMS divisions as a cost cutting 

measure is of great concern to me. You cannot 

measure the possible loss of human lives with 

cutting services that might be painful, but would 

not immediately put residents' lives in danger. 



Cheryl Jensen Cary EMS I live in a retirement community with more than 

1000 homes each with at least 2 persons. The 

residents here are all Senior Citizens and all are in 

the high risk category  Having Cary’s EMS merged 

with Wake County’s EMS  will seriously result in 

quite a bit more wait time for all the Senior 

Citizens who resides here. I sincerely object to 

Wake County’s hostile takeover the Cary EMS.

Larry Migliore Cary EMS Keep Cary EMS as it is  Our community is very 

very happy with its performance

Waneta Cosler Cary EMS I live in Chatham county in Cary   Please don't 

take away our EMT service. I'm 79 and might 

need this service quickly.

Adrianne Kelly Cary EMS Do not change EMS services from Cary to Wake 

County.  The over 55 residents of Carolina 

Preserve would be in health danger if we had to 

wait for Wake County’s EMS. Please do not 

change.



alora burton Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.     Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.     Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.     Thank you.  Alora Burton



Adrienne Richter Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, a 55+ community in 

Cary.  Of all the services that are important, EMS 

and our public libraries are two of the most 

important to all, not just our older residents.  

Libraries take care of the health of our minds, 

EMS takes care of the health of our bodies.  

Having EMS services close enough to reach us in 

an emergency is critical, where minutes count.  

Cary is so large is that service vehicles starting 

from a further location may not make it in time 

when minutes count.  Please keep our needs in 

mind when you make your decisions.

Scott Robertson CARY EMS EMS service to the Chatham County residents of 

Carolina preserve will suffer if Cary EMS becomes 

part of Wake County EMS.  Bigger government 

bureaucracy is rarely, if ever, better.  There are 

dis-economies of scale that creep in, and definite 

declines in service the bigger any entity gets.    

Please leave Cary EMS separate.  They do an 

excellent job, and we appreciate it.



Mary Hageman Cary EMS This is an appeal to allow the Cary EMS and 

western wake EMS to remain as two separate 

entities. I am a resident of Carolina Preserve , a 

55 and older community . West Cary EMS 

services our area with timeliness and expertise 

and the service is needed nearly daily !  Please do 

not take this service from our area. Chatham 

County delivery system would result in 

unacceptable delays In receiving this urgent and 

lifesaving care. Please do not pass this resolution!

Emily Harrison Cary EMS Cary EMS has provided valuable service to our 

community in a budget-conscious manner for 

many years. While county EMS has the ability to 

be run well, Wake EMS has struggled with staffing 

for many years. They regularly have to take trucks 

out of service because they don't have enough 

employees and many employees leave for other 

agencies. Cary EMS has much lower turnover 

among their staff.     Well-run community 

agencies are more aware of the needs of their 

local citizens. A hostile takeover to merge Cary 

EMS under Wake would be a mistake for our 

community both for budget and service.



Barbara Weiss Cary EMS "Hi, my name is Barbara Weiss and I live at 229 

Beckingham Loop, Cary North Carolina 27519.     I 

am very concerned about the proposal to 

transfer EMS support for my community, Carolina 

Preserve, from Cary coverage to Chatham 

County.   Cary has several EMS teams nearby that 

can respond quickly and effectively to 

emergencies in our 55 plus community.   Transfer 

to Chatham County would likely result in slower 

response times, as there are no Chatham County 

facilities nearby.  This could be extremely 

detrimental to the Cary citizens in our 

community.  Thank you so much for your 

consideration.  Barbara Weiss

Alberta Freund Cary EMS Hello...I live in Carolina Preserve, a 55+ senior 

community in far northwest Cary, which is 

located for some of us in the furthest northeast 

of Chatham county.  We are serviced by the 

nearby, terrific West Cary EMS, who respond 

quickly and efficiently and with whom we have 

had personal attention in the past.  Please do not 

pass this proposal in the merging of the Cary EMS 

into Wake county EMS.  Thank you.



Michelle Lombana Cary EMS I would like to publicly state my opposition to a 

merger between Wake County EMS and Cary 

Area EMS. From the volunteers, the crews 

coming to our schools to teach about the work 

they do, to the life-saving classes they provide, 

this organization provides a necessary service to 

our community.     I am very concerned about 

Wake County EMS’s ability to staff ambulances in 

far western Cary and the reduced response time 

which will cause a danger to our residents. I am 

particularly concerned that the ambulance at 

Station 8 will not be maintained in this fast 

growing area of the county.     Cary EMS is a 

contracted not-for-profit organization which 

provides top-tier service using a community-

based model. This is more efficient and more 

service-based than a county government model.     

  I appreciate your consideration and request that 

you VOTE NO to the proposed merger.

Barger Jeutter Cary EMS We do support Wake EMS taking over the Cary 

EMS.  The areas are vast -- and those of us in Cary 

want and need  local availability and local 

services.  Wake EMS taking over will have 

significant impact on the response time for those 

of us living in Cary.  We DO NOT support this plan 

and hope that our elected officials will evaluate 

carefully -- supporting the needs of the 

community vs. looking at it only from a financial 

standpoint.  Thank you!



Judy Shallcross Cary EMS An EMS response is time sensitive. Less is not 

better because it is in fact deadly. Budget issues 

will always exist. This is not an area to cut as lives 

are more important. You can easily find statistics 

that demonstrate the importance of first 

responders being on the scene quickly. You can 

not ignore the danger and lives that would be lost 

by decreasing the ability for EMS to respond as 

they are able to do currently. This loss is not 

acceptable.



andrea frank Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you for your 

consideration in this matter,  Andrea Frank

Ellen Dunston9842429519 RALEIGH Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles  is one of the best place  to go to  kids 

love to play there



Martha Hardee Cary EMS I am a life long resident of Cary and have always 

felt very confident of the services offered by the 

Cary EMS.  Living in Carolina Preserve I am in the 

city limits of Cary but in Chatham County.  I am 

not in favor of this change as I do not understand 

the impact to me and my neighbors. Does this 

mean I would have to use Chatham County for 

any EMS services?  If so, that more than likely 

would mean much longer response times, which 

is unacceptable. As the saying goes, if it ain’t 

broke don’t fix it!!!  Leave Cary EMS as it is!!!

Jeffrey diton Cary EMS Now does NOT seem to be the proper time to 

make major overhauls to the EMS.  The good 

citizens of Cary and Wake County do not have 

enough time to analyze the implications of this 

major change, nor are we able to ascertain all the 

resources to help us with the analysis. Please 

table this discussion until the pandemic quiets 

down and we are better prepared to make 

rational decisions.  To rush to a decision now 

purely based on dubious financial information is 

penny wise and pound foolish!



James Conrad Cary EMS I live in the portion of Cary that is in Chathsm 

County, specifically in a Dell Eeb 55 and older 

community. We depend on EMS service from 

Cary. If the proposal to turn over Cary EMS to 

Wake county we would need to depend on 

Chatham county which could take much longer. 

We pay Cary taxes and should bre included in the 

proposal by changing the language to all Those 

residing in Cary. Thank you for your consideration.

William Klotz Cary EMS I am a resident of Carolina Preserve & a recipient 

of numerous CARY EMS services. They are most 

capable , qualified & responsive to immediate 

needs for services. Why in God's name would you 

want to curtail all of this for a preference for 

Wake Ems?? Not only that but we are physically 

located & taxed in Chatam Co. So... WHAT ARE 

YOU TRYING TO DO?? No Sense !!

James Conrad Cary EMS 814 Blackfriars Loop Cary NC

Joanna Migliore Cary EMS Hubby and I live in Carolina Preserve n western 

Cary. We are beautifully served by Cary EMS. 

Please leave them be.....response times will 

change dramatically, putting our senior 

community in great jeopardy. Please do not 

change what has been a w



charlotte bruce Cary EMS EMS service is critical to Carolina Preserve Adult 

Community residents. EMS is in this commuity 

daily and provides life saving services to an adult 

population. If service is provided by Chatham 

County, EMS will be at least 30 minutes away, 

which will likely result in death in many cases. 

Please do not eliminate Cary EMS.

Maria Gault Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve hi how is 5 minutes 

away from the west cary EMS. .  We are 

continuously being served by them since we are a 

senior community. .  It would be a big mistake  to 

have us serviced by a Chatham County EMS  it 

could mean a matter of life or death since it 

means that it would take the longer to reach us. 

Please don’t change West Cary E M S. From 

servicing us. PleaseListen.

Neil DiAntonio Cary EMS I urge the board to NOT allow Wake County to 

take over Cary EMS. My community is served by 

Cary PD, Fire and EMS, although most of our 

2000 (55 years old +) residents are in Chatham 

County. The change would force us to rely on 

Chatham EMS, and as we are on the farthest 

edge of the county, would cause response delays 

and cost lives.



Jane Worsham Cary EMS I am not in favor of Wake EMS absorbing Cary 

EMS - while both provide excellent services, 

which we have utilized, the single most important 

service is the speed at which EMS can get to a 

patient in need.  As traffic continues to be an 

issue in Wake County, and also in Cary, 

consideration should be given to the proximity of 

the EMS services to the communities they serve. 

Please do not allow this takeover.  The senior 

citizens in the Del Webb community in western 

Wake Co have received excellent timely services 

from Cary EMS and we want to keep it that way!

Kay Telfer Cary EMS Cary EMS provides outstanding and frequent 

services to my over 55 community, Carolina 

Preserve. Since a portion of our community lives 

in Chatham County, we are very concerned that 

the proposed change to Wake Co. assuming the 

services for Cary might result in Chatham having 

this responsibility. Given the distance and our 

position in the very top corner of the county, long 

response times and tragic outcomes seem 

inevitable. Please do not persue this change.



Lynn M. Sullivan Cary EMS I live in the Carolina Preserve  and one week ago, 

I fell in my home and broke my hip.  Were it not 

for the swift and thorough service of Cary EMS, I 

would have been in much worse shape than I am 

now.  They did a wonderful job getting me to the 

hospital quickly and making me comfortable.  

They wore all the appropriate protective gear and 

maintained all CoVID-19 guidelines.  I felt very 

safe with them. Here in Cary, the number of 

seniors than other areas answered need a local 

service that understands our needs and has the 

resources to serve us.  I don't believe that Wake 

EMS could offer us the same, especially with the 

proposed budget cuts and I strongly oppose the 

takeover of Cary EMS by Wake EMS.



Barbara Scher Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.     Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.     Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.     Thank you.   Barbara Scher



Joel Raphael Cary EMS It has just come to my attention that the Wake 

County EMS is planning to take over the Cary 

EMS.  My wife and I live in Carolina Preserve 

which is in the Town of Cary but within Chatham 

County.  It is certainly not clear what would 

happen to EMS services for those of us who are 

not in Wake County should this takeover happen.    

  For the more than ten years that we have lived 

here, Cary EMS in its nearby location has been 

quite effective in serving us in Carolina Preserve 

with over 1400 homes of people age 55 and over.    

   Before any such merger take place, it is 

imperative that the community be given an 

opportunity to hear about the plans and how 

they might affect us and that we be given an 

opportunity to speak at public hearings.  Under 

no circumstances should this merger be 

consummated without adequate public hearings.    

  Joel & Lenore Raphael

elizabeth traini cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve (approximately 1350 

homes) in West Cary, a 55 and over community. 

Most of the homes are just over the border in 

Chatham County. There are quite a few elderly 

people here who desperately need access to a 

swift response from EMS. This is currently the 

Cary EMS located about 5 minutes from here. 

Waiting for EMS from Chatham County could 

result in serious complications or death for many. 

Please do not cut off access by transferring Cary 

EMS to Wake County. Thank you.



Kevin sack Cary EMS Extremely concerned with the possibility of Wake 

EMS having a hostile takeover of Cary EMS. Being 

a senior and living in a 55 active adult 

community, emergency response times are 

critical for older citizens. Cary EMS is a 

tremendous support to our community and I 

strongly oppose this takeover from happening. 

Please support my position.   Kevin Sack  132 

Arvind Oaks Cir  Cary 27519

Sherry Gilfix Caty EMS Please leave Carys -EMS Z  system alone.  We 

want Cary rinning it, not tje county.  Please leave 

it alone    Thank you very much



Tom crotty Cary EMS "I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.    Thank you.  Tom Crotty. 

Carolina Preserve HOA Board President



Denise Allmond Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.    Some of our 

development is just over the border in Chatham 

County, even though we are Cary residents.  If 

you merge the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, 

we will lose all of our services. We cannot stand 

by and let this happen. Many serious injuries and 

possible deaths could result from having to wait 

for a Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abide by all of the rules.    Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.

Barbara Sack Cary EMS I am very much opposed to Wake County EMS 

taking over   Cary EMS.This will seriously affect 

our emergency services including; response 

times, and high level of service we have enjoyed 

for many years.    As a community of older 

citizens, our need for the best Ambulance and 

Rescue Services is paramount for our well being.  

Please reconsider leaving Cary EMS as it is 

currently. Thank you.



kathy warner cary EMS Please do no change the current EMS system!  I 

am a 74 year old resident of Cary, but live on the 

Chatham County side of Carolina Preserve.  We 

receive excellent service from our Western Cary 

EMS and can't imagine what the wait would be 

like to await an EMS from Chatham County.

Barbara Cary EMS I am very much opposed to Wake County EMS 

taking over   Cary EMS. This will seriously affect 

our emergency services including; response 

times, and high level of service we have enjoyed 

for many years.    As a community of older 

citizens, our need for the best Ambulance and 

Rescue Services is paramount for our well being.  

Please reconsider leaving Cary EMS as it is 

currently. Thank you.

Louise Stanley Cary EMS 253 Beckingham Loop    Hi, my name is Louise 

Stanley, and I live at 253 Beckingham Loop, Cary 

North Carolina 27519.     I am very concerned 

about the proposal to transfer EMS support for 

my community, Carolina Preserve, from Cary 

coverage to Chatham County.   Cary has several 

EMS teams nearby that can respond quickly and 

effectively to emergencies in our 55 plus 

community.   Transfer to Chatham County would 

likely result in slower response times, as there 

are no Chatham County facilities nearby.  Thank 

you so much for your consideration.  Louise     

Louise Stanley  919-535-3779



ROY A GILFIX Cary EMS Please leave Cary"s EMS system alone.  We are 

seniors who moved to Cary specifically for it's 

high level of services and are very opposed to its 

loss of independence.  Please...leave Cary's EMS 

system alone.  Thank you

james santinello cary,nc EMS Leave  CARY EMS as is---no change.

TERRY KNIGHT Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, a 55 + senior 

retirement community which is located on the 

border of Chatham and Wake County and my 

home is located over the line in Chatham County. 

We are currently provided with excellent speedy 

services by the Cary EMS who are out here every 

day and have saved countless lives.  The EMS 

response time to all who live here would very 

negatively affected by Wake County EMS 

assuming Cary services it is unacceptable.

Ed Knight Cary EMS I live in a 55+ active community in Cary.  I have 

had to use the Cary EMS twice since 2016.  Each 

time I had dislocated my artificial hip.  The speed 

with which they responded to my wife's call,  

their concern for my well-being and how quickly 

they got me to the emergency room were 

amazing.  They treated me like family with their 

care and concern.  You need that when you're in 

excruciating pain.   I know the difference 

between EMT's that are local and those that 

aren't because these weren't my first two hip 

dislocations.



Judith Haase Cary NC Human Services, 

Housing, 

Behavioral Health

I am a resident of Carolina Preserve, since 2011  

My concern is, the fact that in no way should 

CaryEMS be swallowed up and disappear.  The 

other concern is that I live in the section that is 

Chatham county, by the above move I would lose 

all services.  Cary EMS was the very best, timely, 

when my husband needed immediate attention 

several times.  I am 80 years old in excellent 

health, independent and intend to stay that way.  

I along with my entire. Community vote to 

protect the services we have received and 

appreciated—- CARY EMS

Sandra Manheimer Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve in West Cary, a 

community provided quality service by the 

marvelous West Cary EMS. My home is located in 

Chatham County, but I am a Cary resident, and as 

such, I urge you not to deprive me of the valued 

West Cary EMS services upon which I presently 

depend. Please do not pass this proposal.      

Thank you for your consideration,  Sandra 

Manheimer

Richard Borkowski Cary EMS Please keep EMS Cary the way it is. It'll cost more 

and we in western Cary will get less service. This 

organization has been wonderful and caring to 

our Carolina Preserve. Why mess up a good, 

working, caring program to spend more money?



Carole R Katz Cary EMS As a senior citizen in Cary, but Chatham county, it 

is vital that the Cary and Eastern Wake EMT 

services remain separate. We are a community of 

2300 senior citizen residents.  Having to rely 

exclusively on Eastern Wake services can be a 

catastrophe for this community.

Gerald Berson Cary EMS It is my understanding that Wake County EMS 

proposes to merge with Cary EMS.  We live in 

Carolina Preserve just over the Chatham County 

line.  If Chatham County EMS will now be 

required to serve us,  I am very concerned that 

response time will be greatly affected.  Since we 

are all over 55 yrs old here, this could mean life 

or death for us.  Please don't change our EMS 

service.

Melvyn and Shari Bruckstein CARY EMS We live in the area of Carolina Preserve annexed 

by Cary.  I am a retired MD, my wife a retired RN.  

We heard today that there is a "hostile takeover" 

of Cary EMS to be voted on tonight.  We know 

how important rapid EMS response to medical 

illness can be. I was very involved in intensive 

care medicine. This community is in uproar, and 

we need to know the facts vs. the fictions.  For 

example, will we lose EMS coverage to Chatham 

EMS?  It would certainly result in unnecessary 

deaths.  Please do not vote on this today.  

Provide the information we need to understand 

the issues.  Melvyn Bruckstein, retired MD.



Tyler Dozier Knightdale Libraries Libraries are about to become so necessary for 

the thousands of children who did not have 

access to online options for schooling and are 

now finding themselves behind in education.  We 

need these librarians and hours of operations so 

our future generation does not fall behind and 

turn to the streets.  They deserve the full hours of 

operation and attention of a full staff to meet the 

demands that will become apparent once we 

start opening back up.

Sherwood Zimmerman Cary EMS I don't agree with a budget that requires a hostile 

takeover of the Cary Area EMS by the Wake Co. 

EMS. Don't do this.

Sabetay Cary EMS As a resident of Carolina Preserve I have been 

impressed with the service care and promptness 

of Cary EMS. Would disagree with changing this 

life and death service.I don’t see how Wake could 

respond as quickly and I don’t understand how 

service will not be compromised.

Jerome Frieman Cary EMS We live in Carolina Preserve in the western part 

of Cary. Carolina Preserve, a 55+ community,  is 

split between Wake and Chatham Counties. Our 

house is about 100 yards from the Wake County 

line. We have contributed to the Wake County 

Rescue and EMS Fund for as long as we have 

been living here. We hope we will continue to 

receive emergency 911 transports from Wake 

County when Cary EMS is merged into Wake 

County EMS.



Alan S Levine Cary EMS I am opposed to the proposed merging of the 

Cary EMS into Wake county EMS.  My 

community, Carolina Preserve, has benefited 

from the services provided by West Cary EMS and 

if this proposal passes, I know that I will lose 

essential services.  While I live in Chatham 

County, my home is part of Cary.  Should I require 

EMS, it is unlikely that the Chatham Co. EMS will 

be able to meet my needs.  I urge you to defeat 

this proposal.

Patricia and Woodrow Cossey Cary EMS We are husband and wife residents of Carolina 

Preserve in Cary where we have lived for nearly 7 

years with 2300 other older adults.  We are 

elderly, in our 70s, and have had occasion to call 

911 for EMS services because of medical 

emergencies.  The response we have received 

from Cary EMS has been outstanding, 

professionalisms, prompt and life-saving.  We are 

opposed to any change that would require us to 

use Wake services and abolish the critical care we 

have received.  We cannot imagine what 

budgetary requirements could prompt such an  

inevitable limitation, reduction and delay in 

emergency services.  Please do not eliminate or 

consolidate Cary EMS into another entity.  Our 

lives depend upon it!

MARTHA B ABERNETHY Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please do not cut funding in United Arts Council, 

at least no more than a cut proportional decrease 

to the entire budget.  Man doth not live by bread 

alone!



Kaine Riggan Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Making this cut means cutting jobs for the 

organizations that depend on United Arts 

funding. This will cut their grant budget by over 

50%. Arts jobs are real jobs and their patrons are 

voters. Please look elsewhere for these cuts.

Carol Sirota Cary EMS We seniors in Chatham county would be 

adversely affected by the proposed change to 

Cary EMS. Our community is served by Wake 

County.

Scott A Hazard Raleigh Human Services, 

Housing, 

Behavioral Health

Great to see funding allocated for new Behavior 

Health Urgent Care and Mobile Crisis Response 

pilot programs. Please retain this funding in the 

final budget.    Thank you



Amy E Levine Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary some of which is in 

Chatham County.  We are serviced on a daily 

basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS located 5 

minutes from us.  They are out here almost every 

day helping the people in this community and 

responding quickly and expertly to many 

emergencies.    I oppose the proposed merging 

the Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, because my 

community will lose all of our services. We 

cannot stand by and let this happen. Many 

serious injuries and possible deaths could result 

from having to wait for a Chatham County EMS to 

respond, if they will come out this far. Please do 

not do this to us. If it is a matter of cost, I have 

been assured by a high ranking person at the Cary 

EMS, that they have and always will abide by all 

of the rules.    Please do not pass this proposal.  

You will be doing a great disservice to Carolina 

Preserve, Epcon and those housing developments 

that are just over the county line.    Thank you.

Scott A Hazard Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a supporter of the arts in Wake County, I value 

highly the ability the arts have to engage with and 

build communities. I ask that United Arts funding 

be cut no more than the proportional decrease in 

the County's budget. Thank you

Harriet eichner Cary EMS My husband and I live in the Carolina Preserve. It 

is an active 55 and older community. Please let us 

keep the Ems service



Robert Griffith Cary EMS I live in a 55+ community in NW Cary. Technically, 

my house is in Chatham County but Cary EMS 

provides services to us . My wife had a serious 

medical emergency about a year ago. The Cary 

Fire Department, Cary EMS, and Cary police were 

at our house in a manner of minutes. My wife is 

alive as a result of their efforts and I am deeply 

appreciative of all they've done. Please support 

Cary EMS.

Stephen Reynolds Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I understand the necessity of sharp cuts to the 

county budget, but an 85% cut to Community 

Services seems disproportionate.  In particular, 

support of the arts matters a great deal in times 

of stress.  My organization, Chamber Music 

Raleigh, has been supported by United Arts in the 

past to deliver programming to underserved 

communities who suffer most in difficult 

economic times.  I hope a more equitable sharing 

of the necessary sacrifices can be found, to allow 

us to continue to bring the consoling power of 

music to as many people as possible.



Margaret M Horst CARY EMS I am concerned that the response to an expected 

20% INCREASE in call volume is to REDUCE 

capability by two 12-hour ambulances. I am also 

extremely concerned about how you plan to 

replace contract services by non-profits without 

incurring ANY capital expenditures. Please keep 

the non-profit Cary EMS and Eastern Wake EMS 

contracts, at least until this COVID emergency is 

over and we have the capital to take over their 

their services. Maintaining the current excellent 

EMS response is critical!

Margaret sheerin-Hamill Cary Libraries The library is such an important resource for our 

communities, families  our children. It has played 

such a role in our daily lives, to me it's a place 

that  we frequent, before the covid of course 

,almost daily. The programs and resources are life 

changing  please do not limit morning and 

evening hours and reduce programs for children 

and vulnerable populations. Thank you so very 

much.



Judith A Tabachow Cary EMS I live in Carolina Preserve, an over 55 senior 

community in West Cary.  We are serviced on a 

daily basis by the marvelous West Cary EMS 

located 5 minutes from us.  They are out here 

almost every day helping the people in this 

community and responding quickly and expertly 

to many emergencies.  Some of our development 

is just over the border in Chatham County, even 

though we are Cary residents.  If you merge the 

Cary EMS into Wake county EMS, we will lose all 

of our services. We cannot stand by and let this 

happen. Many serious injuries and possible 

deaths could result from having to wait for a 

Chatham County EMS to respond, if they will 

come out this far. Please do not do this to us. If it 

is a matter of cost, I have been assured by a high 

ranking person at the Cary EMS, that they have 

and always will abided by all of the rules.  Please 

do not pass this proposal.  You will be doing a 

great disservice to Carolina Preserve, Epcon and 

those housing developments that are just over 

the county line.  Thank you.

David Clancy Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



Stanley H Levine CARY EMS As President of Carolina Preserve CERT and a 

Board member of Cary CERT, I am very 

knowledgeable of the capabilities and activities of 

the Cary EMS. They are a private corporation and 

provide excellent service at a very reasonable 

cost. There has been an UNCOORDINATED 

proposal to terminate local EMS and have all 

services provided by Wake County EMS. Many of 

the current EMS employees will NOT work for the 

Government. The resulting increase in expenses 

and possible reduction in service will be 

unjustifiable! If this politically based proposal is 

passed then it will be widely publicized and result 

in significant negative reaction at the next 

election. We can not afford partisan politics 

especially during this time of crisis! Please 

remove this consideration from the budget!    

Stan Levine

virginia maxwell Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

PLEASE SUPPORT FUNDING FOR NORTH 

CAROLINA SYMPHONY'S MUSIC EDUCATION 

PROGRAMIN WAKE COUNTY'S F21 BUDGET

Mike Dorezas Cary EMS As a resident in a age restrictive community, 

Carolina Preserve, I am opposed to the proposed 

Wake EMS take over of the Cary EMS. This 

takeover I would perceive to be detrimental to 

the over 2,000 senior residents of this community.



Beverly Whitbeck Cary EMS I live in Town of Cary but just over the line from 

wake county in Chatham county. I have been 

fortunate to have the services of Cary EMS 

whenever needed. They are extremely prompt, 

professional, and caring. Please do not Put Cary 

EMS into the broader wake county EMS. Thank 

you

Aliana Ramos Raleigh Community 

Organizations

In this time of uncertainty and economic struggle, 

non profit organizations are hit especially hard 

with more demand and fewer resources. Now, is 

not the time to pull back on funding for non-

profits.  Organizations like the Interfaith Food 

Shuttle and other food banks are providing meals 

for the unemployed and families struggling to 

feed their now homebound children.  Arts 

organizations are helping artists and helping the 

community through programming, grants and 

jobs. Reducing the funding for Community 

Organizations at this time really hurts Wake 

County. It could increase unemployment and 

reduce needed services at a critical time. Please 

restore funding and consider increasing.

Charlotte Shoneman Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

Please increase funding to Wake County Public 

Schools. Our children need them now more than 

ever.

Charlotte Shoneman Cary Libraries The Wake County Libraries provide so much value 

to my family and my community. They provide 

valuable services to those without internet at 

home and the programming provides needed 

educational enrichment to kids. We must have 

full library funding!



Anne Nicholson Hogewood Raleigh Libraries The Wake County Libraries provide so many 

services to our county residents- books, 

computer access, online services, programs, 

meeting and tutoring spaces to name a few. We 

must have full funding for the libraries to 

continue to make us all better citizens.

Louise Miller Cary Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program inWake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Kelly Del Tufo Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.

Megan Davis Montgomery Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Please do not drastically cut the budget for the 

United Arts Council. I just finished my 2nd full 

year as a Cultural Arts Representative for our 

local Middle School. The programs and 

residencies we have provided the school have 

been so well received . The kids loved it. Our 

school also came away with a new painting and a 

mosaic that have been installed in our hallways. I 

know the budget is very tight but the UAC artists 

in schools program provides a lot of kids with 

opportunities they may not have otherwise.



Robert Wolf Cary EMS Please do not suspend services from the Cary 

EMS.  They have serviced our community 

efficiently and in a timely fashion.  It is vital that 

EMS services be provided to needy individuals in 

a timely fashion.  Please reconsider discontinuing  

Cary EMS.

Christine Kastner Cary Community 

Organizations

I would ask that United Arts be cut no more than 

the proportional decrease in the county’s budget.

Katrina Franklim Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Arts funding from Wake County Government 

support United Arts programs such as Artists in 

Schools, as well as grants to over 53 artists, arts 

organizations, and municipalities throughout 

Wake County. Understanding the budget has to 

be cut, please do not cut the United Arts budget 

no more than the proportional decrease in the 

county’s budget. This comes from a parent and 

supporter of the arts and it’s accessibility to all 

not just those who are affluent enough to have 

the discretionary funds to participate and enjoy.

Melinda Knowles Raleigh Libraries Please consider carefully before diluting funds 

designated to our public libraries. What more 

important time in our history than now to give 

access to information, literature and learning? 

What more important time to have a community 

of sharing knowledge and ideas?



Nadine Dunn Cary EMS Do NOT combine Wake EMS with Cary EMS. We 

live in Carolina Preserve in the west part of Cary 

in Carolina Preserve, a 55+ community. The Cary 

EMS has ALWAYS been extremely responsive and 

helpful to our community. More bureaucracy and 

incorporating into a larger Wake County system 

will quite likely change much of how, and how 

fast they will be able to respond. Bigger is not 

always better.

Catherine Bridgers Raleigh Libraries The libraries provide so much more to the 

community besides books. Their programming 

helps those in need each and every day. Please 

inform yourselves of the negative impact library 

budget cuts will have on our community 

members!!

Maryan Verstegen Cary EMS I am disturbed that Cary may lose the EMS 

service it has.  Being part of a retired community, 

I have seen the quick response that is received by 

the EMS.  Our area is growing so fast that if Wake 

takes over, we will all suffer.

Linda S Bamford RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

I respectfully request that United Arts Council of 

Raleigh and Wake County experience  no more 

than the proportional decrease in the county’s 

budget for 20 - 21. Its support of local arts groups 

and especially the Artists in the Schools program 

of the Wake County Public Schools is invaluable 

and irreplaceable. Thank you for your 

consideration.



Hunter Buxton Raleigh Libraries Information is power. The Wake County Library 

provides information to everyone free of charge. 

Their ability to serve the community is essential. 

Please maintain their funding!

Leslie deRosset Raleigh Libraries Cutting the budget of our public libraries will 

drastically influence the ability of our most 

vulnerable population to access resources, get 

help, use computers, etc.



Shannon White Wendell Community 

Organizations

East Wake Education Foundation would like to 

take this opportunity to thank you so very much 

for your past years of support for our program. 

During these unprecedented times we are aware 

of the current reductions in the county revenues 

due to Covid-19, and we appreciate the hard 

decisions the commissioners must make this year 

regarding funding.  Although EWEF does not 

provide food, clothing, or housing to our East 

Wake families, we do provide early childhood 

education, social and emotional support, and 

developmental services to many lower income 

families. Our program is designed to help bridge 

the gap for families that are not able to afford a 

preschool that costs and help these children be 

kindergarten ready when they arrive school age. 

New research released by Learning Policy 

Institute (LPI) shows that students who attend a 

high-quality preschool program are more 

prepared for school and reap benefits that last 

not only through school but also into “later life 

outcomes.”  These students experience 

significant learning gains in comparison to 

students who do not attend a preschool program. 

EWEF provides a high-quality program to the 

families that attend by having well trained staff in 

early childhood education and using evidence-

based curriculum when planning and Rachael Van Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please do not cut funding from Marbles Kids 

Museum. They are vital to our community and 

the children that live here. Also please add 

funding for police body cameras and training.



Chelsea Peedin Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Hello,   I am writing to encourage you to please 

do what we can to continue to support Marbles. I 

know things are tough with COVID 19 but this is 

such an incredible part of our community and the 

kids and parents really cherish this place

Elizabeth Kahn Cary Community 

Organizations

Let’s begin by noting that artists, musicians and 

actors who depend on public funding for the arts 

have been among the worst affected by job and 

income losses. If for no other reason, we must 

maintain support for the arts at lest at past levels.     

    Next, the arts are healing amid the societal 

chaos that threatens to engulf us.

LAURA OLSON Raleigh Sheriff I would like to see all police officers have body 

cams and that the policing force have the 

management training to support it. Our police 

management should know how to use that 

software to give earlier, better management and 

feedback to our police officers.    I would also like 

to increase the administrative staff so that 

complaints are responded to. I submitted a 

concern about the lack of use of turn signals and 

people stopping for pedestrians over six months 

ago and have had no response.

LAURA OLSON Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles is a GEM in this city. It would be a shame 

to defund it. It is also one of the most diverse 

places that I take my children, which is a huge 

value to me. Not only is it fun, but it's hugely 

educational and a cornerstone experience in the 

city of Raleigh.



Bill Skinner Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Jolie Skinner Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Lorna A Knick Raleigh Community 

Organizations

United Arts should be cut no more than the 

proportional decrease in the county’s budget.

Emily Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please prioritize United Arts funding because the 

arts mean business. The arts are a major 

economic driver for Wake County (19,873 full-

time jobs and $27 million in local government 

revenue according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 

5), and United Arts supported this work through 

53 grants to organizations, municipalities, and 

artists this past year. Additionally, arts 

organizations are net payers to the County 

government through remitting sales tax on our 

tickets and concessions.



Tiffany M Ford Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

June 1, 2020    Dear Wake County 

Commissioners,  We are living in interesting 

times. There seems to be so much hatred, racism 

and sickness running  rampant through the lands. 

We have been faced with one of the scariest 

viruses that has been seen  since the Spanish Flu 

of 1918. Crime and unemployment are at an all-

time high and many are uncertain  about the 

future. People are looking around, hungry for 

answers, and although it all seems very  

complicated, there is an answer that is not. 

Education.  I have been honored to be a 

participant of the NC Pre-K program. Being able 

to have my child in a good  quality program that 

promotes education and healthy interaction with 

others, has been a strong  cornerstone in the 

foundation of life and character that I hope to 

instill in her. Because of the quality of  education 

my child has received through this program, she 

has gained an intense thirst for knowledge  that I 

know will propel her to excel leaps and bounds 

throughout life.  Having programs like this 

enables our children to interact with others of all 

different backgrounds and  cultures and 

encourages our children to love one another no 

matter what our differences are, which  combats 

racism and hatred. It introduces children to the 

many diverse facets of life, helping to stimulate  



Donna  Washington Durham Other/General 

Feedback

I am writing concerning the budget for the United 

Arts. I am a full-time professional artist who has 

chosen to work with arts and education. I am a 

strong believer in the power arts have to shape 

patterning ability, language acquisition, 

vocabulary, and writing skills. The current budget 

proposal does not account for the importance of 

this service or the ability of artists to make a 

living in this community. Education will suffer, 

and be prepared to shell out lots more money in 

unemployment and food stamps to people who 

work in the arts and all of its supporting 

industries. Your current budget choice will cause 

unemployment numbers to spike.

Melanie Doerner Raleigh Community 

Organizations

It is the arts that are keeping us connected today, 

at this time when we can't be together. And it is 

the arts that will heal us tomorrow. If cuts must 

be made, they should be no more than 

proportional to the County’s overall budget cuts.



Anonymous Raleigh EMS I am coming forward anonymously today because 

I am AGAINST the proposed merger and budget 

cuts in EMS. I have great fear of retaliation by 

Wake EMS leadership and am fearful to leave my 

name and address. Cary EMS and Eastern Wake 

EMS are great agencies! They are as efficient as 

efficient can be. Wake County just wants power 

and the way they proposed this merger was 

wrong! Dishonesty and unprofessionalism is not a 

way to run an organization and definitely does 

not make me want to go work for them. A lot of 

us do not want to work for them... what is their 

plan for when ambulances are now out of service 

because of extreme staffing shortages? A merger 

would have HIGH initial costs and not save money 

for years. Please vote against a merger, vote 

against cuts of ambulances and please start 

looking at Wake County EMS leadership (do 

changes need to be made there?)....

Robert Adams Clayton Other/General 

Feedback

Please do not cut the Wake County United Arts 

budget more than the proportional decrease in 

the county's budget.

Mike Solo Apex EMS How will the bike medic program be affected by 

this change?



Amethia Clay Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

How confident are you that the 7% reductions to 

the FY21 budget will be enough? Given that the 2 

major revenue streams for Wake County 

Government are property tax and sales equals 

89% of the revenue budget. Is there a risk that 

the projections expectations may be too low? If 

the revenue from property tax and sales tax do 

not come in as expected, will there be a second 

way of cuts? Will more layoffs happen and then 

implementation of furloughs and pay cuts be 

considered for existing staff?

Amethia Clay Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

It was announced on April 3rd to the local media 

that there is a hiring freeze in effect for Wake 

County Government. However, there are still 

open positions that are posted on the human 

resources website. How can you announce a 

hiring freeze, reduce positions in the FY21 budget 

and still post open positions, especially for 

departments that have not reduced their total 

number of positions? This really sounds more like 

selective hiring, correct?



Barbara C Morales raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

June 1, 2020    Dear Wake County Board of 

Commissioners,    I want to begin by thanking you 

for being champions for our county’s youngest 

children. Our children are entirely dependent on 

leaders such as yourselves - agencies such as 

Wake County Smart Start - to create pathways to 

success in life. Your support for NC Pre-K defined 

Wake County as a vanguard leader in education 

and inspired other counties to do what is right by 

children. Thank you for this visionary work and 

support.    As Board Chair, representing the voices 

of leaders from Wake County’s Human Services, 

Library and Public School systems, business, early 

education providers, partners, and community 

representatives, we stand together in saying that 

recovery in our community cannot occur unless 

we equip children with what is needed for 

success ahead. As you are aware, we prioritize 

resources for children living in families with the 

greatest needs. You likely share our concern that 

COVID-19 will deepen the gaps between the 

haves and the have nots in our community. NC 

Pre-K is the leveling agent that has been proven 

to prepare young children for learning success, 

regardless of these inequities. Latest figures show 

that 91% of NC Pre-K graduates measure ready to 

learn using early literacy measures.    We 

recognize that COVID-19 has negatively impacted 



Ellen Cushing Cary EMS I am 100% against the proposed merger of Cary 

EMS.  I strongly, strongly urge there to be no 

change in the present system of EMS coverage in 

the town of Cary.  I am a senior, living in Carolina 

Preserve where there is a high need for time 

sensitive responses from EMS.  I do not believe 

coverage would be of the same caliber if the 

merger goes through.  PLEASE, NO MERGER!



Barbara C Morales Burke raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

June 1, 2020    Dear Wake County Board of 

Commissioners,    I want to begin by thanking you 

for being champions for our county’s youngest 

children. Our children are entirely dependent on 

leaders such as yourselves - agencies such as 

Wake County Smart Start - to create pathways to 

success in life. Your support for NC Pre-K defined 

Wake County as a vanguard leader in education 

and inspired other counties to do what is right by 

children. Thank you for this visionary work and 

support.    As Board Chair, representing the voices 

of leaders from Wake County’s Human Services, 

Library and Public School systems, business, early 

education providers, partners, and community 

representatives, we stand together in saying that 

recovery in our community cannot occur unless 

we equip children with what is needed for 

success ahead. As you are aware, we prioritize 

resources for children living in families with the 

greatest needs. You likely share our concern that 

COVID-19 will deepen the gaps between the 

haves and the have nots in our community. NC 

Pre-K is the leveling agent that has been proven 

to prepare young children for learning success, 

regardless of these inequities. Latest figures show 

that 91% of NC Pre-K graduates measure ready to 

learn using early literacy measures.    We 

recognize that COVID-19 has negatively impacted 



Quintae Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Children Museum has forever changed 

my life in a great way as a mother of two kids 

under 5 I find myself spending lots of our time 

there and we have grown to love the staff like 

Robin, Bianca and Anna Marie to name a few. We 

love to participate in their off site activities at the 

libraries and we also had the pleasure of 

participating in there Thursday evening classes 

Ready Set School they are for their community 

and we love it. I don't know what I would do if I 

couldn't take the kids to Marbles at least weekly. 

So please this museum in the budget. Thanks



Ashley Bandy Raleigh Libraries While I am glad to see services for those 

experiencing homelessness and public school 

funding remain, I urge you to see how libraries 

play a role that is right in the middle of those 

services. It's one of the few places people, 

especially those who do not have a home, can be 

without having to buy something or getting police 

called on them. It's one of the only places people 

can get internet access and computer access 

without having to buy something. With public 

school libraries often cut down to a pittance, it's 

the only place some students can get access to 

legitimate information resources. It's one of the 

few public places that actually can bring different 

people together regardless of age, race, or 

socioeconomic status, which we desperately 

need more of right now in order to build a better 

community.     I am a newer resident to Wake 

County, and I was already appalled at how few 

public libraries you have here and how little they 

are able to provide compared to other 

comparable cities. Why is this the first thing you 

want to cut, a third of the 100 positions you want 

to cut? Do you not see the vital connection public 

libraries are between social service and 

education? Librarians don’t just shelve 

books–they help people learn critical computer 

skills, find information, and a myriad of other 



KIm Roney Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Dear Wake County Commissioners,    My name is 

Kim Roney and I am an NC Pre-K teacher in Wake 

County. I have been a Pre-K teacher for the last 

24 years. This is my 11th year teaching in the NC 

Pre-K program. I am writing to you today to share 

why these last 11 years have been the most 

meaningful times in my career and why I am so 

passionate about the program. What we do 

matters and is making a huge difference in the 

educational success of the children throughout 

the state of North Carolina. I am very proud to 

have been a part of this successful program for so 

many years and look forward to many more.    I 

sometimes hear conversations about preschool 

starting with: Why is public-funded preschool 

important? They are just playing in preschool. We 

don’t need it. It is true, we do focus on play in our 

classrooms because research supports that 

children learn best through their play. What we 

do in our classrooms is not “just play”. If you have 

ever visited an NC Pre-K classroom you will 

understand what I mean. The children’s play is 

intentionally planned by the teacher and is 

meaningful to the children, allowing them to 

become deeply engaged in their learning. We 

embed important academic skills into everything 

we do. We count spoons when helping to set the 

table for lunch and learn our letters when doing Sharon Mabery Cary EMS As a resident of Carolina Preserve, an active adult 

community in Cary, we receive excellent service 

from Cary EMS. I fear that if this service is 

combined with the Eastern Wake EMS, we will 

see the quality of service decline. These need to 

remain separate entities.



kevin jefferies raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am deeply concerned by the proposed budget 

with decreased funding to the Marbles museum.  

We have enjoyed taking young children from our 

extended family to the museum in the past, and 

now with a toddler we have been looking forward 

to being able to share this excellent resource with 

her in the coming years.  The exploratory learning 

opportunities there are unique in the Raleigh 

area; it is an important resource for local families 

and children.  Please restore funding for the 

museum to ensure the continued availability for 

Raleigh's citizens.

Jennette Skinner Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget. The symphony is an 

integral part of the cultural arts in Raleigh.  The 

symphony audience spends a lot of money on 

parking and dining which contributes to the 

budget. Supporting the symphony is a must.

Marian R. Phillips Cary EMS I support Cary & Eastern Wake EMS remaining 

separate entities! I live in Carolina Preserve and 

unfortunately they are an essential part of our 

lives!! We need IMMEDIATE help we know they 

will be there immediately!!

Rebecca White 27604 Community 

Organizations

Commissioners that Wake County children need 

Marbles! Wake County teachers need Marbles. 

Wake County parents and grandparents need 

Marbles. Wake County tourism and workforce 

recruiters need Marbles.



Lynn S. Edmonds Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

First, let me be clear that my comments are 

about both WCPSS and libraries. The drop down 

menu provided doesn't allow the user to choose 

more than one topic. The task before 

commissioners- that of harsh, unavoidable 

budget cuts- is painful. This commission is made 

up of citizens that care deeply about Wake 

County and value public services as a public good. 

Our public schools and libraries are two of those 

public goods. They are not the only ones but they 

are two that provide opportunity for people from 

different experiences: from different races, 

different income levels and different cultures, to 

learn together. That is so obviously needed in our 

country right now. I ask you to please find a way 

to fund the expected growth in WCPSS. It's 

critical that we keep our county level investment 

in per pupil funding. We know this legislature has 

failed our public school children. We'll continue 

to hold them accountable but we must provide 

our children with what they need. You can always 

defend investing in children. As a member of the 

Wake Library Commission, I'm concerned about 

the loss of some services such as half of our EFRA 

programs. EFRA is designed to help our most 

vulnerable families; families I know this 

commission wants to serve. Please work with our 

library leadership team to find a way to protect 



Fred Belledin Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Wake County Commissioners:    Clearscapes is 

writing to you today to encourage your 

reconsideration of ongoing funding for the 

Marbles Kids Museum.      Clearscapes has had 

the privilege of collaborating with Marbles since 

the County’s forward-thinking decision to partner 

with Exploris to create The Children’s Museum 

About the World in the early 1990s. Since that 

initial effort, we have borne witness to the 

subsequent expansions and operational evolution 

as they have become one of the premier 

destination-based cultural and educational 

facilities in the Southeast.  As they transitioned 

into managing and operating the facility, the 

Marbles organization brought a new level of 

energy and an unparalleled commitment to 

building community and creating a place for 

everyone. The success and importance of this 

mission is reflected in their rapid growth and the 

passionate embrace that they have received from 

our citizens.      Marbles’ extraordinary success 

has led to community demand for expanded 

programming. Beginning with a Strategic 

Implementation Plan in 2017, Clearscapes has 

assisted Marbles and the County with planning 

for a significant expansion to bring to life an 

ambitious vision of a campus that could support 

children’s learning development through play. 



Susan Williams Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles in 

the Wake County FY21 Budget. Marbles supports 

kids and families in the crucial birth-5 years 

before they enter the school system, with 

fundamental play-based programs that set 

children up for educational success once they 

start kindergarten.



Briana Knightdale Other/General 

Feedback

To bridge the gap of the FY2021 budget, and to 

continue to support Wake County Government as 

one of the top healthiest workplaces in America, I 

suggest telecommuting for those employees who 

aren’t customer facing. There are a myriad of 

benefits that would occur by implementing 

telecommuting.   Firstly, it would greatly reduce 

the cost for the county.  "Companies that don’t 

have to pay for employees’ office space and 

supplies can save quite a bit in a year. One study 

showed that if a company allowed an employee 

to work from home just half of the time, it would 

save on average $11,000 per employee, and each 

employee would save between $2,000 and 

$7,000,” according to economic expert Mary 

Kelley. For example, real estate costs are reduced 

or eliminated with telecommuting. Also,  

overhead costs are reduced for computer 

networks, phones, electricity, heating and air 

conditioning.  Furthermore, telecommuting 

reduces the cost to the county by helping to keep 

turnover rates low. “Over time, data reveals that 

long commutes that are not mitigated will cause 

more to quit,” according to HR thought leader Dr. 

John Sullivan. Hiring new employees requires 

more money to be allocated for onboarding.  

There are also costs incurred by county 

employees – who will neither receive a Anne Mitchell Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please continue funding for Marbles.  This is an 

important part of our community and brings 

education and joy to so many!



Jan Torrey Raleigh Libraries The proposed 2021 Budget calls for cuts in library 

hours and staff.    I hope that the funds can be 

found to avoid making those cuts. The library 

provides a valuable service to Wake Count 

residents!

Paul Blest Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.       Marbles supports kids 

and families in the crucial birth-5 years before 

they enter the school system, with fundamental 

play-based programs that set children up for 

educational success once they start kindergarten. 

Early learning experiences help close the 

achievement gap and level the playing field, 

ensuring that all kids have the opportunity to 

thrive and maximize their potential.        Current 

funding from Wake County helped Marbles 

quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-Home 

resources during the pandemic. Without Wake 

County’s program funds, Marbles will be unable 

to continue providing learning support that fills 

the gap for families during the extended closure 

of schools and other programs.        Marbles Full 

Circle access and inclusion programs annually 

serve more than 52,000 people facing financial 

challenges, language barriers or physical and 

cognitive differences. Without Wake County’s 

program support, Marbles capacity to restart 

community programs will be delayed by months, 



Amanda DeLuise Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.

Kim Andreaus RALEIGH Libraries Please do not cut any programs from the 

libraries.  Myself and so many of my community 

use the library programs regularly and it would be 

such a loss for our families if the programs and 

staff were cut.  thank you!

Mary Lobo Chapel Hill Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum. My children love to visit Marbles and as 

a mom I love how it engages their minds and 

creativity while teaching them life skills through 

play. Places like Marbles bring people into the 

city and make Raleigh family friendly. Funding for 

Marbles is extra important after our children 

have been cooped up to protect themselves 

during this pandemic. I can’t wait for it to be safe 

to go to Marbles again!

Thomas Croft Cary EMS I disagree with the proposal that Wake County 

provide EMS services for Cary.  Cary EMS has 

been performing a great service to our 

community.  If it is not broke don't fix it.  Thank 

you



Angela Huggins Raleigh EMS I am OPPOSED to the merger of the 3 EMS 

systems and to the proposed cut backs.   1 

Merger leads to monopoly=no checks and 

balances.   2 Cary and Eastern own most of their 

equipment/buildings. Cost to buy them out more 

than proposed savings.   3 Reducing supplies, 

development, trucks, personal=poorer services, 

longer response time in a county growing 

exponentially.   4 Scaling back EMT to paramedic 

training will worsen existing problem especially as 

population grows. Cary/Eastern have many 

recruiting techniques - cadet program, volunteer 

program, school demonstrations, booths at public 

events like the fair at no cost to the county  5 

Localized, community based systems know their 

territories (subdivisions, streets, nursing homes, 

gate codes)/people=quicker response, better 

service, earned respect. Know frequent callers 

(fallers, diabetics, heart conditions).   6 Cary and 

Eastern both offer great programs that build trust 

and respect in their communities (cadet prog, 

event coverage, school education events, 

participation in community events like parades) 

at no cost to the county.   7 Removing 2 

ambulances/8 positions means Cary/Eastern 

employees will be lost=the frontline heroes 

during Covid, skilled employees needed to meet 

the growing population. I bet Wake won't let its 



Elizabeth Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Hello.  I voiced my concern at the last hearing 

about the funding for Marbles Museum.  I can’t 

think of a better way for my children to 

experience the splendor, the excitement,  the 

wonder, and the exploration of childhood, in 

general, without this wonderful museum in our 

city. The work of the staff and the people who 

run this museum really care for our children. Isn’t 

that enough of a reason to want to see the 

funding continue at the level it needs to quite 

frankly no matter what!

Nate Spilker Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Dear Commissioners,    Wake County, Raleigh and 

North Carolina need Marbles Kids Museum now 

more than ever.  Marbles is a place that ALWAYS 

brings people together in a safe, welcoming and 

playful environment.  To not fund Marbles puts 

our community at risk of losing one of the most 

important resources we have for children and 

families.  Between the impact of Covid-19 and 

the recent protests, our community desperately 

needs the foundational elements of inclusion and 

joy that Marbles brings.  Marbles is a staple of 

our county and a resource for our entire state.  

Please join me and the tens of thousands of 

children, parents, grandparents and teachers in 

supporting Marbles by ensuring their funding is 

restored.    Sincerely,  Nate Spilker  Marbles 

Board Chair



Richard Torrey MD Raleigh Libraries I am concerned that the recent Covid-19 closures 

in public libraries will somehow diminish the 

perceived need for libraries, and library staff.    I 

urge the comission to NOT CUT LIBRARY STAFF 

POSITIONS OR HOURS.     We have a wonderful 

library system in Wake County, serving a multiple 

of needs.   We need staffing to keep the 

infrastructure functioning at its current high 

standard.



Terry Marcellin-Little Wake Forest, NC Libraries As District 1 Library Commissioner, I am asking 

that you reconsider the proposed budget 

reductions for Wake County Libraries. The Wake 

County Library Commission sent a statement to 

you earlier that summarizes the impact this will 

have on key services. Please note that we are not 

asking for reinstatement of full funding, but only 

for those services that we believe have high value 

in a time of economic downturn.     Our libraries – 

free, conveniently located, and available to our 

most vulnerable communities–provide award-

winning programs and services that help educate, 

prepare and lift-up individuals and families. Our 

communities should not lose these vital services 

when people need them the most.    As a 

longtime resident of Wake County with a strong 

grounding in governmental, public education and 

non-profit sectors, I have an understanding of the 

difficult budget decisions that must be made. 

That’s why I don’t make this request lightly. I 

followed your most recent budget work session 

with great interest, I understand the revenues we 

have lost, the services and programs that are at 

stake, and the uncertain times ahead.     Please 

fund these important WCPL services.    Thank you.

Mira McMahon Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please renew funding for Marbles Kids Museum 

access programs. They are an important resource 

for our community.



Janine Eash Cary Community 

Organizations

Dear County Commissioners,     Marbles Full 

Circle access and inclusion programs annually 

serve more than 52,000 people facing financial 

challenges, language barriers or physical and 

cognitive differences. Without Wake County’s 

program support, Marbles capacity to restart 

community programs will be delayed by months, 

if not a full year, removing an essential service 

that makes a real difference in the lives of Wake 

County’s most vulnerable citizens.     With sincere 

gratitude, Janine Eash

Sandra Rusk Cary EMS I support Cary and Eastern Wake EMS services. I 

do not approve a takeover by Wake County EMS.

Roberta Ann Alter CARY EMS I support the continuation of the Cary Area and 

Eastern Wake EMS.



Doug and Beverly Kappler Wake Forest, Community 

Organizations

We urge our Wake County officials to continue 

the prior support of Marbles.  Wake County has 

numerous non-profit organizations that provide a 

valuable contribution to make Wake County a 

premier place to live in the South.  Marbles, 

however, is one of the few organizations which 

contributes to the community in such a unique 

and diverse way.  Promoting the idea of making 

learning fun has value to the young lives which 

will serve Wake County residents throughout 

their lives.  Not to mention the value of the IMAX 

movies which stimulate the mind as well as 

entertain.  As you weight the hard decisions now 

being made, please reflect back on the impact 

Marbles has had on your families lives and the 

entire community.  Thanks

Marieke Gillis Fayetteville Community 

Organizations

I would love to see Marbles kids museum opened 

again, it’s a great place for kids to grow and learn.

Rosemary Gill Kenyon Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

barbara lewandowski cary EMS Please leave the Cary EMS alone.  We have 

outstanding service for the last 13 years I have 

lived here.  We are a senior community and we 

do not want change.  It is a great service now, do 

not change it.



Valerie Aguirre Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I support reinstating program funding for Marbles 

in the Wake County FY21 Budget. Marbles is one 

of Wake County’s brightest spots. As a local 

family, we are eager for Marbles to reopen and 

once again welcome kids to learn and play 

together in a positive and accessible 

environment. As a parent, the space and staff are 

incredibly special.

Jennifer Turner Holly Springs Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles. Marbles has 

provided invaluable resources and educational 

experiences for my kids. They have repeatedly 

said they want to go to Marbles as soon as 

“coronavirus is over.” I plan to take my kids to 

summer camp there as long as it opens. Please do 

not take away the opportunities to other children 

that Marbles provides a fun and educationally 

enriching experience.

Christina Munich Holly Springs Other/General 

Feedback

Hello,  I'm writing to urge Wake County to include 

funding for Marbles Kids Museum.  Now, more 

than ever, we need to encourage kids to be 

curious and enjoy learning.  The more educated 

people are, the more likely they are to be able to 

dig us out of the hole that we find ourselves in.  

Marbles definitely encourages learning, 

inclusivity, creativity, and belief in science.  These 

are traits that we all should have.    Thank you for 

your consideration,  Christina Munich

Vivek Nagpal Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please allocate some budget for Marbles 

Museum and similar indoor/outdoor places for 

kids



Ellen Cushing Cary EMS Please keep Cary EMS separate from eastern 

Wake County EMS.  Our community of senior 

citizens relies heavily on the quick response times 

of the current system.  Thank you

Judith Maupin Cary EMS Please leave the budget with plenty of funds for 

EMS  Do NOT MAKE CUTS THAT WOULD LOWER 

SERVICE TO CITIZENS. KEEP SEPERATE IDENTITIES 

to be sure all staff receives proper payments and 

all citizens the same amount of service from EMS.



Sarah Walston Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Dear Wake County Commissioners,    I am writing 

to express my concern as I learned that Wake 

County plans to cut much-needed funding for 

Marbles Kids Museum. I ask that you reconsider 

this budget cut and reinstate funding for Marbles, 

a vital asset to our community.     I am a native of 

Wilson, NC and lived in Raleigh for many years 

before moving to Singapore with my husband in 

2015. While in Raleigh, I had the privilege of 

working at Marbles for 3.5 years, serving on the 

marketing team. During this time, I experienced 

firsthand the incredible work of Marbles within 

our community to provide children with unique 

play-based learning opportunities which 

encourage the discovery of fundamental 

academic principles in an environment that is fun 

and accessible. Under the inspiring leadership of 

Sally Edwards, I worked with a talented and 

fantastic team, dedicated to making a difference 

and providing the highest quality and innovative 

programming.    Marbles has vast reach and 

serves many different populations within our 

community and beyond. Parents have an outlet in 

which to bring their children and learn how to 

play together as a family. Children with special 

needs have the opportunity to visit the museum 

at times when special programming is offered to 

cater to their needs. Teens can become involved Brandy L Crews Garner Community 

Organizations

Marbles needs funding! My children love going to 

the museum and we love taking them. I brag to 

all of my out of town family about this great 

place! We also have a membership and would 

hate to not be able to go (we haven't made it 

since the covid crisis). Please fund Marbles!



Elizabeth Brunner Apex Tax Rate – 

General Property 

Rate

I am relieved that the property tax rate is not 

increasing for most areas. (In contrast, the 

increase for incorporated areas, including 

Wendell, seems cruel given the pandemic and 

economic upheaval.) But county leaders need to 

appreciate that what homeowners pay will 

increase exponentially due to the recent property 

value reassessment. When I bought my modest 

1957 house in Apex seventeen years ago, it was 

the cheapest per square foot in the town. No 

significant renovations have been made. The 

excessive increase in market value seems to be 

based on gentrification, as affluent people 

demolish the older homes and build 

McMansions. (I did try appealing four years ago 

but without success.) Because I plan to live in this 

home for the rest of my life, I’m not realizing any 

personal profit from the assessed value. 

Punishing long-term residents for market forces is 

an unjust burden. Especially now, with the 

coronavirus, unemployment, and recession. The 

county needs to think creatively about how to 

REDUCE the property tax rate or freeze/cap 

valuation increases. Increases in the annual tax 

based on market valuation should be waived for 

families of modest income, for people 

unemployed, and during the pandemic period. 

Fees on sellers who are profiting from flipping 



Elizabeth Stutzman Cary Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Children's 

Museum. This is a very favorite place for our 

family. Whenever we ask our toddler what she 

wants to do, she gleefully proclaims her version 

of Marbles, "marmo!!".    During the quarantine, 

we have really been missing the varied fun and 

educational activities that this museum offers 

children, unlike anything else near our home. As a 

stay at home mom, Marbles is great anytime, but 

especially wonderful to always have an indoor 

play option when days are rainy, too hot, or too 

cold to be outside.     Please reconsider 

continuing support of this essential business so 

Wake County kids can have a fun, safe, and 

educational indoor play space!



Raiford Garrabrant Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.       Marbles supports kids 

and families in the crucial birth-5 years before 

they enter the school system, with fundamental 

play-based programs that set children up for 

educational success once they start kindergarten. 

Early learning experiences help close the 

achievement gap and level the playing field, 

ensuring that all kids have the opportunity to 

thrive and maximize their potential.        Current 

funding from Wake County helped Marbles 

quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-Home 

resources during the pandemic. Without Wake 

County’s program funds, Marbles will be unable 

to continue providing learning support that fills 

the gap for families during the extended closure 

of schools and other programs.        Marbles Full 

Circle access and inclusion programs annually 

serve more than 52,000 people facing financial 

challenges, language barriers or physical and 

cognitive differences. Without Wake County’s 

program support, Marbles capacity to restart 

community programs will be delayed by months, 



Ashley Winters Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is not only a landmark for the 

community but as an educator and child 

development owner, it opens the doors or 

learning to so many children. Marbles allows 

children to learn in a hands on environment while 

thinking outside of the box. This kind of learning 

environment it’s just what kids need to grow and 

better encourage their little minds to think bigger.

Jennifer Wickline Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Shara Anderson Garner Other/General 

Feedback

Please reconsider funding Marbles Children 

Museum. It’s one of the main reasons we chose 

to relocate closer to Raleigh and one of the 

factors in determining our home location, and 

how frequently we go Downtown. We’ve been to 

many different states up and down the East and 

West Coasts and Marbles Children’s Museum is a 

standout children’s space. It is better than most 

Children’s Museums I’ve been to as it allows for 

greater play and exploration. It was be a shame 

to lose such a positive attribute to the city and 

county.



Amber Edwards Wendell Tax Rate – Fire 

Tax District

Do NOT raise taxes AGAIN.  Cut back on giving 

over 515 million to WCPS. They saved money 

with no one in each of there schools for the 

entire 4th quarter.

Shannon Currie Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am writing in support for the Marbles museum 

and organization to be reinstated for the fiscal 

budget 2020-2021. I have 2 children and Marbles 

has enriched their lives for years with the unique 

museum that not only encourages learning at all 

ages but also brings us downtown at times we 

would not normally do so. This increases the 

revenue downtown with food bought and 

parking. We are just one family. Please consider 

how much revenue this means for all the families 

that come daily. Marbles museum is a staple for 

families in downtown and I ask you to consider its 

importance.



Erin McKenney RALEIGH Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

I would ask that you reconsider including a 

budget line-item to support the Marbles 

Museum.        Marbles provides critical out-of-

classroom learning experiences. Without Wake 

County program support Marbles will no longer 

be able to work in partnership with the school 

system and public libraries to provide free-of-

charge, highly impactful programs for the 

county’s most vulnerable students.             

Marbles supports kids and families in the crucial 

birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.              Current funding from Wake 

County helped Marbles quickly pivot to provide 

playful Learn-at-Home resources during the 

pandemic. Without Wake County’s program 

funds, Marbles will be unable to continue 

providing learning support that fills the gap for 

families during the extended closure of schools 

and other programs.              Marbles Full Circle 

access and inclusion programs annually serve 

more than 52,000 people facing financial 

challenges, language barriers or physical and 



George C Heinrich Cary EMS As a resident of a 55 and older community, I have 

many serious concerns about the loss of Cary 

EMS to Wake County.  Our neighborhood has 

been experiencing an increasing number of calls 

for service as we age.  Cary EMS was originally 

created because the response times were 

inadequate and people were dying.  Cary EMS has 

always been a very responsive and helpful 

agency.  The quality of their service is 

unmatched. A transition to Wake County EMS 

would likely cause upheaval and increase 

response times especially during this time of the 

Covid 19 pandemic.  The budget costs to correct 

"merger" problems would be significant and 

negatively impact our citizens who are on fixed 

incomes. I understand that initial acquisition 

costs would be substantial.  Further, costs for 

hiring, training, insurance, uniforms and 

equipment along with the loss of Cary EMS 

Volunteers who provide service for free, would 

be considerable.  This (merger) was proposed  

without the knowledge of Cary EMS and without  

obtaining input from the population served.  This 

deceitful action without respect for the 

employees of Cary EMS is not worthy of 

consideration at this time.



Parker Kennedy Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Current funding from Wake County helped 

Marbles quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-

Home resources during the pandemic. Without 

Wake County’s program funds, Marbles will be 

unable to continue providing learning support 

that fills the gap for families during the extended 

closure of schools and other programs.

Will Jewett Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Current funding from Wake County helped 

Marbles quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-

Home resources during the pandemic. Without 

Wake County’s program funds, Marbles will be 

unable to continue providing learning support 

that fills the gap for families during the extended 

closure of schools and other programs.

Darcey Tinga Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Deanna A Lord Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Museum is a valuable resource to our 

community as it serves to teach children through 

active learning and cooperation with others.  

Children learn best through play.  Marbles 

provides that opportunity.

William Riggins Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles is safe space for families.  Please keep 

the funding.



William Riggins Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles is safe space for families.  Please keep 

the funding.

Linda Riggins Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles makes space for self and community 

discoveries.

Linda Riggins Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Kids Museum is a great community 

resource, providing generational goodness for 

family health: movement, creativity, language, 

and social/emotional development.



Katheryn Wilson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am writing you to ask you to vote to reinstate 

the funding for Marbles Kids Museum on May 

27th. Marbles has had such an impact on my 

family and my community. I have had the benefit 

to watch my nieces and nephews learn and play 

there often. They have visited the museum for 

events such as The Princess Tea, Evening with 

Elves, Kooky Spooky, and many more. I have 

attended fund raisers for the community and 

adult game nights with friends as well attend 

movies at the IMAX theater. I got to watch my 

little sister plan and have her wedding there and 

am looking forward to watching my brother get 

married there, if you support the reinstatement 

of the funding. The museum is a great place for 

children interact in an environment that fosters 

learning and creativity. They help those that are 

less fortunate in the community in many ways. It 

is not only a kids museum but a pillar in the 

community. I appreciate you taking the time to 

read my email. Please help Raleigh by reinstating 

the funding for Marbles.    Best Regards,    

Katheryn Wilson  Wake County Resident and 

concerned Tax Payer



Rebecca Mayhew RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please limit cuts to Arts Funding to a proportional 

amount of the overall budget cuts.  All of our 

community's children and indeed all citizens have 

had their lives turned upside down over these 

past 2.5 months, and the impacts to our 

community and mental health will be staggering.  

We need arts available in our community to help 

us deal with the mental stress of these times.  

Access to arts should not be limited to those who 

can pay for it - we have to make them available 

to everyone.  Please support the arts and 

understand that for many, the act of creation and 

the supportive community found at places like 

Arts Together in Raleigh is critical for mental 

health.

Jason York Cary Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please support Marbles Kids Museum funding 

request.  It has been critical in my two children’s 

development since the doors opened.  It is a 

symbol of pride in our community for education.  

I have personally supported Marbles as a 

member and donor for several years now for this 

reason.  My wife and I have even taken a 

parenting class there before that made us better 

parents.  The hands on educational experiences 

make it fun for kids to learn!



Carrie Freeman Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I know some very tough decisions are having to 

be made in this financial crisis, but I wanted to 

advocate for Marbles Museum.  It is something 

that sets Raleigh apart from other locations and is 

a wonderful, educational experience for so many 

families, including mine.

Jeremy Schwartz Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Kids 

Museums, and any other similar institutions.  We 

need family-friendly educational and fun 

opportunities like the experience you get from 

Marbles.  Thank you.

Fran Moses Cary EMS It is imperative that you protect the sovereignty 

of Cary EMS.  As a concerned citizen who was 

born and raised here, I do not want to allow 

Wake EMS to absorb Cary.  1. We will lose 

important community programs like Citizens 

Academy and school programs  2. We will lose 

dedicated services and risk truck outages 3. It will 

cost significantly more and waste funds to retrofit 

trucks, purchase uniforms, etc 4. Employees will 

lose their seniority and benefits and they’ve 

dedicated their life to this honorable  profession 

of saving lives. 5. Taking over Cary EMS will not 

solve the longtime problems they’ve had. Wake 

needs to have better leadership, use their 

resources more efficiently, build their own 

volunteer programs, hire casual-time workers, 

and get involved with their citizens.    Thank you 

for considering my request. Fran of Cary



Spencer Rauch Charlotte Other/General 

Feedback

Please fully fund Marbles Children’s museum! It is 

absolutely amazing place for kids to learn and it is 

huge draw for Wake county!  Please reinstate 

into the budget! Thank you!!

Allison Rauch Charlotte Other/General 

Feedback

Please fully fund Marbles Children’s museum! It is 

such an amazing place for kids to learn and it is 

huge draw for Wake county. Thank you!!

Evelyn W Contre RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles. This 

organization plays a critical role for families in 

Wake County especially at a time when 

educational activities are in such great need for 

children.     Aside from serving the community on 

a daily basis, it is also an attraction for families 

visiting Raleigh. People want to bring their 

families to cities that have safe places for children 

that are also engaging.     Without funding from 

Wake, it is possible we could lose Marbles 

forever.

Webster Harrison Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I would strongly urge you to provide funding for 

Marbles kids museum. The museum has been a 

bastion of learning and allows children to interact 

with one another through mediums that are both 

creative and educational. My 2 boys (5 and 3) 

love going there, whether it is early on a Saturday 

morning or after church on Sunday. Marbles 

represents an amazing opportunity for kids to 

learn and have fun doing it. Not funding the 

museum would be doing a disservice to the 

community and to our future generations.



Kayleigh Poole Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a Early Childhood Teacher I know how much 

Marbles helps our children in the community. It 

teaches them how to share, make friends and 

alot of things to help them in school. I have 

watched my nephew build an amazing building 

with the large legos . he has learned how to use 

tools to build stuff with wood, he even made 

something to protect a egg and then threw the 

egg off the bridge above, if it cracked they gave 

him a new egg and helped him make it better. It a 

great place for children where they have fun and 

learn without knowing.

Rebecca Chappel Brighton Wake County 

Public Schools

To Whom It May Concern,     This is in regards to 

the Marbles Museum.  Please do not let this 

wonderful place close. My son works there, (does 

not right now due to the pandemic), and I had 

the chance to visit him and actually work there, 

(as a volunteer)! This place is awesome!! I know 

that doesn’t say a lot, but I know kids, had 3 of 

my own and worked for the public school system 

in my district for 14 years. Kids need places like 

this museum. It sparks their imagination allowing 

them to be kids!! It this day and age, kids are 

expect to grow up way too fast. Marbles is a 

great place for kids and adults to be silly! Heck I 

hadn’t had that much fun in a place since my kids 

were little!! Please find funding for this wonderful 

museum.    My highest regards,  Rebecca Chappel



Kelli harrison Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please keep Marbles in the budget.  It has 

become a staple in Raleigh as well as a 

destination for many visitors!

Teresa Jones Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please continue to find Marbles Museum. It is an 

important part of our community where my 

children spent countless hours playing and 

learning. I am concerned for those parents who 

would not have the opportunity to provide such 

an enriching experience for their children should 

funding be cut. Playing is the way children 0-5 

learn, Marbles provides a safe and vital service to 

families in NC.

Jennifer Austin Cary EMS I want community EMS.  Local services will serve 

my needs better.  I see my community EMS in my 

community helping out.  Through research I see 

the benefit of volunteers and part time 

employees.  In the future I will vote for public 

officials that support this.

Chen Jiang Cary Community 

Organizations

We support reinstate program funding for 

Marbles in the Wake County FY21 Budget. Wake 

County children need Marbles. Wake County 

parents and grandparents need Marbles.

Janis Brown Apex Community 

Organizations

Please continue to fund vital community 

organizations that are so important to the 

children of the county—Marbles, Communities in 

Schools, Arts programs.

Amy Lynch Raleigh Tax Rate – 

General Property 

Rate

Marbles is a good community member. Tax 

payers and children from throughout the county 

benefit from Marbles many programs. Losing 

Marbles would create a void in downtown.



Jannae' Sifontes Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles needs to have the financial support in 

order to provide the best future for our children. 

The services and benefit the museum provides to 

the community are difficult to find elsewhere, 

and will be more difficult to rebuild.  Please think 

of our children and our future.

John E Kennedy, Jr Morrisville Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Randa Maher Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Cecelia Eckert Morrisville Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Victoria Martin Langley Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marble Museum is the second most visited 

destination in Wake County. it needs the county’s 

commitment to recover from this pandemic and 

continue to serve the children of this county.

Julia Cox Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please include funding for Alliance Medical 

Ministry in the budget.  Health care for people 

who don’t have health insurance is always vitally 

important.  It is true now more than ever.



Jenny Faison Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

As a member of the Grandparents program at the 

Marbles Museum, I would like to say that the 

Museum is an important resource for families 

who home school their children. My daughter 

homeschools her 4 children and the Museum 

provides an opportunity to get out of the house 

and play in a learning environment. I often take 

the smaller children there when the older ones 

need quiet time for testing and studying.

Molly Feichter Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Funding for Marbles Kids Museum needs to be 

put back in the budget.  It is a destination for 

people with children of all ages when visiting our 

city, and for those who live here as well. Their 

camps, exhibits, and programs help educate the 

community about the world around them, 

through play. Raleigh has to have Marbles as a 

way to attract visitors to our city.  Marbles is to 

Raleigh as the Children's Museum is to Richmond 

and Discovery Place is to Charlotte.  People come 

here to visit it.  If we as a county don't support it, 

we will be losing a valuable visitor's attraction in 

our area.

Renata Spencer Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

6705 Sue Ct  Please reinstate funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum. It is a wonderful place for kids to 

learn and discover and we would love to continue 

to have it available for our kids.



Tres Bruce Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider reinstating funds for Marbles 

Kids Museum. It would be a tragedy to lose this 

city, county and state treasure due to the short-

sightedness of the Commissioners.

Elizabeth McDonald Wendell Community 

Organizations

Please restore funding to marbles kids museum, 

it's such an incredible resource for our children's 

education and care

Morgan Mitchell Apex Community 

Organizations

My family has been members of Marbles Kids 

Museum for years. My parents gift it to us every 

year for Christmas. We’ve taken ideas and 

activities from marbles and done them at home 

with friends and family! Marbles funding needs to 

be restored! They’re a beacon in the community!

Kim Shope Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Reducing funding for a vital part of this 

community that provides educational 

development for children is happening at the 

absolute worst time. Not only have these kids 

been unable to attend school or day care, they 

have been unable to socialize since March. 

Marbles also is a wonderful event venue that 

brings money & traffic to downtown Raleigh. 

Cutting funding will have an enormous 

trickledown effect on what this nonprofit means 

to Wake County & beyond. Please rethink the 

budget cut.



Kelly Bailey Apex Community 

Organizations

Please consider the continued funding of Marbles 

Children’s Museum in Raleigh. As an educator, i 

have brought students (as well as my own 

children) here for over 20 Years (even when it 

was located in City Market). It is a magical place 

of wonder and learning that isn’t replicated 

anywhere in North Carolina. This treasure would 

change the landscape of educational 

opportunities for young children in and around 

the Triangle.  The opportunities and learning that 

happen here are priceless. Thank you.

Elaine W Wood Raleigh Community 

Organizations

It is lost on me...what on earth is more important 

than our children? Marbles, since it’s inception, 

has played an important part in our 

community—and in the lives of our children!

Reshma Rao Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I support reinstating program funding for Marbles 

in the Wake County FY21 Budget. Marbles is an 

important part of my children’s learning and fun. 

It is crucial to the Raleigh community that it stays 

operational. Times are tough with Covid, but it’s 

important for people to know that further things 

will not be taken from their children’s lives, more 

than what they have already lost. Our community 

needs Marbles to keep running. Thank you.

Chanel Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Please make funding for Marbles Museum a 

priority. As a mother and mental health counselor 

I have seen the contribute to education, 

acceptance, growth and other attributes to our 

youth and families.



Aaron Seigh Clayton Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum, this is a great place for children to go 

and learn.

daniel wade Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a worthwhile use of funds and 

provides invaluable experiences to the youth  of 

this area

Dan Cotty Clayton Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles is an amazing tool for the community 

children. We go all the time and I watch my kids 

grow every time. You can’t cut this from the 

budget. It is a vital part of the community.

Norma Riffe Raleigh EMS I am very concerned with the merger of Eastern 

Wake and Cary EMS with Wake EMS.  With the 

loss of ambulances and personnel it will make 

response times longer.  As an 87 year old who has 

had to have EMS come I know how important 

response times can be.  They can be the 

difference in life or death.  Also does that mean 

people in Cary and Eastern Wake won’t have EMS 

services close to them.  If you contract with them 

doesn’t that mean you will have to buy the 

buildings they are housed in.  Seems to me that is 

going to be pretty expensive.  How about all the 

employees for those companies?  I think there 

are better ways to cut the budget than cutting 

EMS services.  You could start with cutting 

whoever came up with this ridiculous plan.

Kristen Davison Apex Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please continue to fund Marbles Children’s 

Museum.



Joselle Torres Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles supports kids and families in the crucial 

birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.     Current funding from Wake County 

helped Marbles quickly pivot to provide playful 

Learn-at-Home resources during the pandemic. 

Without Wake County’s program funds, Marbles 

will be unable to continue providing learning 

support that fills the gap for families during the 

extended closure of schools and other programs.     

   Marbles Full Circle access and inclusion 

programs annually serve more than 52,000 

people facing financial challenges, language 

barriers or physical and cognitive differences. 

Without Wake County’s program support, 

Marbles capacity to restart community programs 

will be delayed by months, if not a full year, 

removing an essential service that makes a real 

difference in the lives of Wake County’s most 

vulnerable citizens.     Local families are eager for 

Marbles to reopen so they can learn, play and 

connect in a positive and accessible environment. 

Without Wake County’s continued commitment, 



Doug Warf Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony's Music Education Program. This 

program is typically the only way most students 

engage with classical music and the experience of 

a symphony. It's amazing how many adults still 

recall their elementary symphony moments. 

Please don't take those away. Thank you - Doug 

Warf

Claire Walker Greensboro Community 

Organizations

Marbles museum is a unique and special place  

that enriches the educational life of children.

Chris Veneris Greensboro Community 

Organizations

Please support the NC Symphony’s music 

eduction program in FY2021.

Manzur Hussain Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles Kids Museum has been an integral part 

of my two grandchildren since their early ages 

and continues to do so. We buy a grandparent's 

membership every year to support Marbles. That 

is certainly not enough, and Marbles needs 

adequate funding from the State of NC for its 

continued viability and effectiveness. Marbles 

provides a valuable and irreplaceable service 

toward child rearing and development. Losing 

that will certainly leave a void. Marbles has 

innovative programs for all ages and the staff 

promotes new ideas on an ongoing basis. Lack of 

adequate funds will cripple the implementation 

of all those good ideas. Losing Marbles will 

indeed be a loss for Raleigh. And it is the children 

who will be deprived most of all.



Kristen Leen Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Kids 

museum!

Susan Tollefsen Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is an institution in Raleigh.. 

they offer a wonderful place for children to learn 

through play. The museum also brings different 

cultures and races together. You must keep their 

funding.

sheryl terepka cape coral fl Community 

Organizations

Marbles - support it - What that organization 

provides, benefits schools, all children, home 

schools, special needs kids, parents... it is the 

most important item to fund - care for your 

families, Raleigh!.

sheryl thompson cape coral, fl Community 

Organizations

With everything Not right in the country right 

now how could you possibly even consider Not 

funding this community organization at 100% of 

its needed budget. I am a 20 year veteran 

educator. When I return to Florida I cant stop 

talking  to my peers about Marbles and the 

fantastic job that Raleigh does by taking care of 

families and its youngest members.



RUTH BRANDIN Apex Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

We have been going to Marbles for few years. My 

children have greatly enjoyed and benefited from 

learning from their play-based programs that 

daycares have not been able to provide. Marbles 

provides an out-of-classroom learning experience 

that I am not able to provide at home due to  lack 

of resources. They are given an extra benefit to 

their learning experience due to Marbles. Please  

grant them the funding so parents and our 

children can enjoy the benefits of learning, 

creating, and experiencing their minds to new 

ideas.

Gregory Mobley Apex Community 

Organizations

Please restore funding to Marbles Kid's Museum.  

It's a critical part of our community.  Thank You.



Viktorija Terepka Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Our family cannot imagine not having Marbles 

around. We have relied on Marbles heavily, 

especially with my child who has a few social 

issues, we have been using Marbles as an outlet 

to have short positive social interactions while 

we're not able to use daycare for that aspect. As 

a four-year-old, he has been benefiting from 

Marbles for 2 years since we moved here. The 

whole family, including when they visit from 

Florida, enjoys watching the interactions and him 

learning on a weekly basis as we have an annual 

membership. Please consider including Marbles 

in the budget so that we and the community can 

continue enjoying, playing, learning, and making 

sure that our child is ready emotionally, 

developmentally, and socially to start 

kindergarten.



Shenette Swann Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I recall the year 2008, like yesterday. With a huge 

baby belly and a wide eyed exploring 7 year old, I 

walked through the doors of this organization 

called Marbles kids Museum. Bravely attempting 

the world of homeschooling, I’d chosen Marbles 

as my support and supplemental education. My 

son, African American, adhd, and full of curiosity 

felt defeated with the demands of 2nd grade 

expectations. As the daughter of an educator, I 

knew I had what it would take to teach and 

inspire him. Marbles provided the discounts I 

needed as a homeschool mom, the diversity and 

safe space I longed for as an African American, 

and the educational content and programming 

that not even the local libraries were able to 

deliver. When my second son was born, we made 

this our consistent go to one stop shop for play, 

education and community. Unfortunately, life 

was drastically shaken when my family was torn 

by divorce. I had to go from playgrounds and 

mom groups to part time work and governmental 

assistance. Thankfully Marbles hired me. Their 

flexible hours allowed for me to pursue my 

education in early childhood, and with 

determination and an incredible new work family- 

 I had support, yet again for my family. The 

Marbles summer camp scholarship gave my 

youngest the chance to afford summer 



Shenette Swann Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I recall the year 2008, like yesterday. With a huge 

baby belly and a wide eyed exploring 7 year old, I 

walked through the doors of this organization 

called Marbles kids Museum. Bravely attempting 

the world of homeschooling, I’d chosen Marbles 

as my support and supplemental education. My 

son, African American, adhd, and full of curiosity 

felt defeated with the demands of 2nd grade 

expectations. As the daughter of an educator, I 

knew I had what it would take to teach and 

inspire him. Marbles provided the discounts I 

needed as a homeschool mom, the diversity and 

safe space I longed for as an African American, 

and the educational content and programming 

that not even the local libraries were able to 

deliver. When my second son was born, we made 

this our consistent go to one stop shop for play, 

education and community. Unfortunately, life 

was drastically shaken when my family was torn 

by divorce. I had to go from playgrounds and 

mom groups to part time work and governmental 

assistance. Thankfully Marbles hired me. Their 

flexible hours allowed for me to pursue my 

education in early childhood, and with 

determination and an incredible new work family- 

 I had support, yet again for my family. The 

Marbles summer camp scholarship gave my 

youngest the chance to afford summer Tina Holmgreen Cary Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is the perfect portal for 

any human being to explore their inner child’s 

and be creative with their imaginations. The 

multiple exhibits provide fun for all age groups 

and are great ways for kids to learn different 

kinds of things. It is the best place in the world!



Jacqueline Green Sanford Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

I work for the Chatham County Council on Aging 

and I looked to Marbles online resources for 

programming ideas through the pandemic. We 

have used their Crafting ideas that also work well 

with some seniors (60+)  We had a blast using 

their idea and customizing for our group.  

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.       Marbles supports kids 

and families in the crucial birth-5 years before 

they enter the school system, with fundamental 

play-based programs that set children up for 

educational success once they start kindergarten. 

Early learning experiences help close the 

achievement gap and level the playing field, 

ensuring that all kids have the opportunity to 

thrive and maximize their potential.        Current 

funding from Wake County helped Marbles 

quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-Home 

resources during the pandemic. Without Wake 

County’s program funds, Marbles will be unable 

to continue providing learning support that fills 

the gap for families during the extended closure 

of schools and other programs.        Marbles Full Meredith Roberts Cary Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY2021 budget. Thank you!



Jessie Rumbley Raleigh Community 

Organizations

MARBLES KIDS MUSEUM. Local families are eager 

for Marbles to reopen so they can learn, play and 

connect in a positive and accessible environment. 

Without Wake County’s continued commitment, 

Marbles will be unable to implement the 

operational changes necessary to reopen safely 

to the public this summer, elevating the threat to 

the museum’s long-term viability caused by the 

COVID19 closure.

Anita Brown Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please keep Marbles Kids Museum in your budget.

Brittany Laube Hillsborough Community 

Organizations

I am writing in strong support of adding back to 

the budget the requested funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum. As a former employee of Marbles 

and a teacher in Wake County, I know what a 

positive impact Marbles has on the families in the 

community, including the field trip options 

offered. Please continue to support Marbles 

through funding so that our community and 

families can continue to benefit from such a 

wonderful service.

Pat Parker Williamston Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the NC Symphony’s 

Music Education Program in Wake County’s FY 21 

Budget.

Greg Kelley RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

It would be a shame to cut the funding for 

Marbles Museum. My understanding that funding 

allows kids from poor families access to the many 

benefits the Museum has to offer. Please 

reconsider.

Pat Parker Williamston Other/General 

Feedback

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s Music Education Program in Wake 

County’s FY 21 Budget.



Kathryn Penry Washington Community 

Organizations

I respectfully request that the Commissioners 

reinstate funding for Marbles Children’s Museum. 

Marbles is an integral part of the Wake County 

community. It functions as a safe and fun place 

for children of all ages to play and learn 

important social development skills. Without 

Marbles, the children of Wake County will lose 

affordable access to a play area that caters 

specifically to their development and parents will 

lose access to a safe environment for their 

children to explore and grow. Please consider 

reinstating Marbles’ budget. Thank you for your 

attention to this matter.

Julie Schmidt Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access. 

United Arts is the key conduit for arts education 

in the schools in Wake County through its Artists 

in Schools program which reaches 120,000 

children annually, in addition to providing grants 

for afterschool and summer youth arts education 

throughout the county. Given the needs of 

children for social and emotional learning, 

especially vulnerable populations, this is not the 

time to make less arts programming available. If 

cuts must be made, they should be no more than 

proportional to the County’s overall budget cuts.



Amy Howell Greenville Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding to Marbles Kid's 

Museum. It is an important learning and play area 

for kids all over NC. It is very well run and better 

than most large city kid's museums in the US. 

North Carolina should be proud of having 

Marbles and support it.

Laura Ranck Orwigsburg Community 

Organizations

As a grandmother who visits from Pennsylvania , I 

have taken my 3 granddaughters to Marbles for a 

long time. We spend hours in all the exhibits and 

enjoy learning. Marbles is an asset to the Raleigh 

community.

Elizabeth Stevens Fuquay-Varina Community 

Organizations

Keeping our community organizations funded 

means keeping our youth active and thriving.

Kathleen Louis Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Would like to see support restored for Marbles in 

the FY21 county budget. Marbles is a huge 

amenity and attraction and driver of economic 

activity for the region. We need to invest in our 

future generations, our young families and 

sustain Marbles now more than ever.

Brad Courage Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



Jasmine Gallup Apex Community 

Organizations

To the Wake County Board of Commissioners:     

This is a plea to continue funding the North 

Carolina Symphony's music education program 

for fiscal year 2020-21.     We are all in a difficult 

situation right now. Individuals and municipalities 

are struggling to balance budgets to maintain 

their usual day-to-day operations -- to keep the 

lights on and the doors open.     But even though 

we may not have much to give, this crisis makes it 

more important than ever to support community 

organizations that rely on the goodwill of others.     

  It's organizations like the NC Symphony that 

have hit the hardest times and are in the most 

need.     "Non-essential" expenses are often the 

first to be cut in budgets. But before you shut 

down this program, please consider how 

important music is to the community.     If Raleigh 

and Wake County want the accolades that come 

with a strong state symphony, they must fund it. 

If the board wants future artists and musicians to 

come live and spend money in Raleigh, they must 

provide opportunities for growth.     I hope you 

will reconsider cutting this funding. I'm sure 

together we can find a way to support the 

symphony -- and our students, parents and artists 

-- while also meeting the needs of citizens at 

large.     Thank you,     Jasmine

Dawn MacLaren Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Michelle Apex Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please continue funding for Marbles! It is a 

fantastic place for kids to not only just be kids, 

but to learn so much as well! Its a 

fun/educational place for adults as well!



Rebecca Bloch Cary Other/General 

Feedback

I want to express my sincere hope that Wake 

County will continue to fund Marbles Children’s 

Museum. It is  a terrific resource for the children 

and families of Wake County. Few other locations 

offer the same level of interactive experience 

that both captures the imagination of, and 

educates, our children.

Suzanne O'Connell Cary Community 

Organizations

I would like to request that funding for marbles 

children’s museum be reconsidered and 

reinstated. It is an invaluable resource and 

learning center for young children. It also 

provides ideas for parents and educators to 

encourage positive educational experiences. Prior 

to covid-19 we visited marvels almost once a 

month and it is our toddlers favorite place to go 

in the Triangle. It was always full of diverse kids, 

parents, teachers, etc. and extremely well-run. It 

is truly a special and valuable place for the 

community. Thank you.



Huston Paschal Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Wake County has shown itself to be a champion 

of the arts, realizing what an important difference 

they make in the lives of both our artists and the 

general public.  County support has helped make 

it possible for artists to fulfill their promise.  

Everyone benefits.  And so does business and so 

do public school education programs.  Bearing all 

this in mind, please do not make the severe cuts 

for the arts outlined in  the proposed FY 2021 

budget.  Cuts are necessary, that is understood, 

but funding surely is possible that doesn’t 

decimate arts programs. Thank you for 

reconsidering - and revising the arts allocation 

upward.

Heather Quinn Sanford Community 

Organizations

Marbles is an asset to North Carolina, not just 

Wake County, and maintaining their ability to 

service the area is essential. My daughter travels 

from Greensboro to Marbles--as do her friends. 

This injects money into the area as tourists 

frequent other businesses while in town. Let's 

restore funding to Marbles so that they can 

continue to provide a critical service the children 

in Wake County and NC.



Kathleen M Collier Raleigh Community 

Organizations

United Arts is the key conduit for arts education 

in the schools in Wake County through its Artists 

in Schools program which reaches 120,000 

children annually, in addition to providing grants 

for afterschool and summer youth arts education 

throughout the county. Given the needs of 

children for social and emotional learning, 

especially vulnerable populations, this is not the 

time to make less arts programming available.

Rebecca Watkins Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Jamey Quinn Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.



Kari Kouba Cary Community 

Organizations

I stand with Wake County Families that love and 

want to keep Marbles! My family has been a 

proud patron since 2009 and my children’s 

private school regularly take field trips there. I 

value Marbles as the most important children’s 

museum in our area.   Wake County children 

need Marbles! Wake County teachers need 

Marbles. Wake County parents and grandparents 

need Marbles. Wake County tourism and 

workforce recruiters need Marbles. I want to 

request that Marbles program funding be 

reinstated in the Wake County budget.

Kaitlyn mars Cary Community 

Organizations

Wake County Board of Commissioners,    I am 

writing to voice my support for reinstating 

program funding for Marbles Children's Museum 

in the Wake County FY21 Budget.    According to 

Marbles, they have reduced their original request 

by 30% to reflect the challenging budget year 

ahead and in order to not compete with crisis 

needs.     Marbles has been an invaluable 

community partner, serving many families in our 

county and state. They provide immeasurable 

educational value to our state's children and 

families. I ask that you please reinstate their 

funding in Wake County's budget.    Sincerely,  

Kaitlyn mars



Kari Martin Hollinger Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.

Patrick Bland Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please restore the Wake Co. budget funding to 

Marbles Kids Museum.  This is a very important 

location for Raleigh and Wake Co. resident.

Caitlin Austin Apex Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles in 

the Wake County FY21 Budget. This is such a 

valuable space for my child and other children of 

the triangle to learn and explore freely. Please 

don’t take that away from them. We need to 

meet the very real crisis needs in our community 

AND stabilize longstanding community partners 

like Marbles who provide valuable wraparound 

programming in the education space.

Madison Lewis Raleigh Libraries Since my daughter was born we have gone to 

weekly baby, toddler and preschool story times. 

We made friends and wonderful relationships 

with librarians. I used the adult services to 

perfect my resume and interview skills and 

landed a job. Please continue to find these 

staples!

Dianne Gallup Cary Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



Michael Ragsdale Jr. RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider reducing funding for Marbles 

Children's Museum given the role they play 

educating our youth at a time where traditional 

education has been disrupted as well as how 

impactful the organization is on tourist dollars to 

visit and support our vibrant downtown core.   

Sincerely, Rob Ragsdale

David Asher Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.

Sterling Thomas Raleigh Community 

Organizations

It has come to my attention that funding is being 

cut to Marbles kids museum. I would like to voice 

my opinion that not only is that museum vital to 

the ongoing health and development of my 

children (and kids across the county, it is also a 

critical business within Downtown Raliegh. Like 

many young family, Marbles gives our whole 

family a reason to go downtown, and in doing so 

support several local business that we would 

otherwise not visit. Marbles' Kids' Museum's 

mission is critical to our children's development, 

and it's role in the long-term revitalization of 

Downtown Raleigh should not but jeopardized for 

short sited remedies to our current situation.



Dimple Cary Community 

Organizations

N.C. Symphony

Retha Keyser Cary Community 

Organizations

Please continue funding for Marbles in Wake 

County

Amanda LaBrecque Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

My-Chau Matrick Raleigh EMS I am greatly distressed by the way the County has 

tried to take over the contract EMS agencies. As 

this time, during a Pandemic that is already 

overtaxing our EMS system, believe such a 

merger would be very disruptive and adds 

unnecessary heightened stress to our staff.  

There are so many things the two independent 

agencies bring to the community, that the County 

cannot and does not do.  Cary Area EMS has been 

innovative in multiple ways and openly share 

with the County anything they does streamlines 

the process for delivering care. Both Cary Area 

EMS and Eastern Wake EMS have strong 

leadership that cares about the community 

citizens by offering up programs and community 

events to support those citizens.  It is unjust for a 

merger proposal to be submitted in the shadows 

or to take place with no discussion and no 

planning by all three entities. I request that this 

be removed from consideration and that the 

County EMS, County Manager, and the two 

respective Chiefs be required to meet to discuss 

what is best way to provide for the citizens of this 

County.



Mary Walker Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I ask that the annual allocation to Marbles Kids 

Museum not be cut so abruptly and at such an 

inopportune time.  This museum provides an 

unparalleled learning experience for children all 

over the state and is a draw that also supports 

small businesses in downtown Raleigh.  They 

provide rotating exhibits and day camps.  They 

are a fantastic event venue.  Pulling funding at a 

critical time could close their doors forever and 

should not be allowed as they have had this 

funding consistently for almost a decade.  Please 

reconsider.

Judy Batchelder Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the NC Symphony's 

wonderful music education program in Wake 

County's FY21 budget.

Lisa Smith Clayton Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum!! This place is very important to the 

triangle and funding for it is necessary in order 

for to to continue being an awesome place for 

kids to have fun while learning!



Stephen C Pretzer Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am in support of reinstating Wake county 

funding for Marbles kid's museum.  As a pediatric 

dentist, a Father &  a Board member, I am aware 

of the the significant impact Marbles has on the 

community. Marbles provides critical out-of-

classroom learning experiences. Without Wake 

County program support Marbles will no longer 

be able to work in partnership with the school 

system and public libraries to provide free-of-

charge, highly impactful programs for the 

county’s most vulnerable students.

Genevieve Ratti Cary Other/General 

Feedback

Wake County Board of Commissioners,    I am 

writing to voice my support for reinstating 

program funding for Marbles Children's Museum 

in the Wake County FY21 Budget.    According to 

Marbles, they have reduced their original request 

by 30% to reflect the challenging budget year 

ahead and in order to not compete with crisis 

needs.     Marbles has been an invaluable 

community partner, serving many families in our 

county and state. They provide immeasurable 

educational value to our state's children and 

families. I ask that you please reinstate their 

funding in Wake County's budget.    Sincerely,  

Genevieve Ratti   Cary



Kelly Grimes Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please do not cut funding for Marbles Kid's 

Museum.  From birth through starting 

Kindergarten Marbles was a great resource for 

this tired mom.  Since my kids have now both 

started school in Wake County Marbles has also 

been a great partner for my kid's school.  We 

have purchased a membership to support 

Marbles the past 7 uears.  They are an invaluable 

asset to our community.

Carlie Mason Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Keep marbles funded! It is a one of a kind place 

that serves families all over NC. It makes Raleigh 

a better place! Help marbles families and 

employees keep educating and making learning 

fun for all!! FUND MARBLES, keep it in the 

budget. Please please!

Liz Convissar Durham Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles program funding in the 

Wake County budget! This museum is our home 

away from home and an enormous resource to 

all Triangle families. It’s part of why we relocated 

to this area, and it is the reason we drive to 

downtown Raleigh at least 2x a month to play, 

then eat at local restaurants and shop at Read 

With Me! Please give all Triangle children the 

opportunity to experience this one of a kind 

Raleigh landmark!

Kaylan Watson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles should be included in this budget! The 

amount that museum does for our community is 

unmatched and should be allotted funds.



Henry L White Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I have had the privilege of serving on the Board of 

Marbles Kids Museum for the past 8 years. It has 

been an amazing experience seeing how Marbles 

has impacted the lives and development of so 

many children and families in our community. 

Wake County funding and overall support has 

been crucial to providing those incredible services 

. While everyone understands the strain that our 

government is under in these unusual times, we 

at Marbles hope that continued funding on a 

significant level is maintained. There is no other 

organization in Wake County that is better 

positioned to impact the development of our 

children than Marbles. Thank you for all the 

support in the past and we look forward to our 

continued partnership in the future!

MEREDITH NELSON RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Laura Gould Garner Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

1415 Pineview Dr  Please keep Marbles Open as 

an integral part of our public education and 

visitors entertainment.

Shayne Grant Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I would like  Marbles program funding to be 

reinstated in the Wake County budget as Marbles 

is an important part of my children's education.



Dany losh cary Community 

Organizations

We need Marbles Kids Museum.  I take my 

children there many times a year and they always 

have excellent learning resources.  This facility is 

essential to the continued growth of our 

community's children and education.

Kristi Heckel Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider reinstating Marbles Kids Museum 

into the upcoming Wake County budget. The 

work the museum does to reach families, 

students, and at-risk populations to give them 

opportunities to learn through play, connect, and 

collaborate is crucial to the community. Your past 

and continued support helps them keep 

admission prices the lowest in the country to 

allow access for everyone. They do not receive 

state funding like other museums in the area, but 

make the most of every dollar you have given 

them. Please help take care of this community 

resource and reinstate their funding!



Marsha Rouse Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am writing to give support to continued funding 

for Marbles Kids Museums.  As a former 

employment recruiter,   I appreciate the impact 

that Marbles Kids Museum has on our 

community and the positive impact it has for our 

residents. (And future residents who are seeking 

employment in our area). I can also attest to the 

benefits this museum has for visitors to our area, 

as a visit to Marbles is a frequent request from 

my visiting grandchildren.  Please continue 

funding this valuable asset to all the children of 

Wake County and the kids of North Carolina.



Jennifer Leonhardt Pittman Apex Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles in 

the Wake County FY21 Budget. Current funding 

from Wake County helped Marbles quickly pivot 

to provide playful Learn-at-Home resources 

during the pandemic. Without Wake County’s 

program funds, Marbles will be unable to 

continue providing learning support that fills the 

gap for families during the extended closure of 

schools and other programs.     Local families are 

eager for Marbles to reopen so they can learn, 

play and connect in a positive and accessible 

environment. Without Wake County’s continued 

commitment, Marbles will be unable to 

implement the operational changes necessary to 

reopen safely to the public this summer, 

elevating the threat to the museum’s long-term 

viability caused by the COVID19 closure.     

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

marlene daugherty raleigh Community 

Organizations

pls support funding for the nc symphony's music 

education program in wake county's fy21  budget



Phyllis Ziller Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

I am asking Wake County to restore funding to 

the Marbles Kids Museum. This facility is an asset 

to the city of Raleigh and is valued by many 

parents as a safe, play-led educational 

experience. The city of Raleigh needs the Marbles 

Kids Museum.

Sarah Thamm Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please, please keep Marbles Kids Museum in the 

budget. It is such an important resource, not only 

for my children but for ALL children. The 

programs and accessibility can not be beat. 

Please don’t let go of this important museum!

Julie Paul Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please restore funding to Marbles Kids Museum, 

the second-visited attraction in Wake County and 

a critical partner in young childhood education.  

Marbles access and inclusion programs annually 

serve more than 52,000 people facing financial 

challenges, language barriers or physical and 

cognitive differences. Without Wake County’s 

program support, Marbles capacity to restart 

community programs will be delayed by months, 

if not a full year, removing an essential service 

that makes a real difference in the lives of Wake 

County’s most vulnerable citizens.  Marbles has 

always been a treasure in this county and is 

suffering deeply due to COVID-19.  Our families 

need Marbles, and Marbles needs your help.  

Thank you so much for your consideration.

richard daugherty raleigh Community 

Organizations

pls support funding for the nc symphony's music 

education program in wake county's fy21 budget



Jessica Harrington Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I would be heartbroken is Marbles Kids Museum 

did not receive funding in 2021.  It’s an invaluable 

place both for the community and for children in 

general.

mary hunter martin raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider reinstating funding for Marbles in 

the budget.

Kayla King Wendell Community 

Organizations

Please restore Marbles funding. It is important to 

children’s education and social growth.

Tamara Stephenson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.



Lisa Behrens Raleigh Libraries Submitted by the Wake County Library 

Commission     We Can’t Afford to Cut Critical 

WCPL Services – We Need Our Libraries Now 

More Than Ever!    The Wake County Library 

Commission recognizes county leaders are facing 

difficult budget decisions as a result of the 

current pandemic. We ask however, that 

commissioners and county staff make every 

effort to protect the critical library services that 

many in our community use today, and many 

more are likely to need in a time of negative 

economic impact and social isolation.    More 

than just buildings and books, our libraries 

provide educational and life-practical services for 

every age and every background. They help 

prepare children for school, lift-up vulnerable 

families with enriched learning, equip job seekers 

with essential tools, and lessen the digital divide 

through WIFI accessibility. Libraries are a 

community safety net – they can play an 

invaluable role in the recovery ahead.      The 

proposed FY21 budget reductions for Wake 

County Public Libraries will have a severe impact 

on services and programs, including those geared 

to young children and vulnerable populations. 

The library system will lose:    •	The 9am to 10am 

opening hour which accounts for almost one-

quarter million visits annually and more than 



Sara Daniel Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a critical part of our community.   It is 

more than a children’s museum- it's a beacon for 

family visitors (results in local economic impact of 

$24 million/year), it is the 2nd most visited 

attraction in our area and most importantly, it is 

helping shape, develop, engage and educate kids 

today with fun and thoughtful ways to learn.   

Marbles is preparing our future leaders and 

contributors!   Marbles needs Wake County 

support- do the right thing and support Marbles 

financially.

Amanda Garcia Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Blount Williams Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

It is critical that we fund Marbles Kids Museum!



Jon Zellweger Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As an architect with over 10 years of involvement 

with Marbles Kids Museum (and almost the same 

amount with the former operator, Exploris), I 

must insist that you reconsider restoring funding 

to the Museum.  While the museum operations 

may be challenged by the pandemic for an 

indefinite period, it is Marble's community 

outreach and education programs that are a vital 

component of their mission. The loss of those 

services will have a detrimental effect on our 

community. Marbles is the third leg of the 

education stool here in Wake County which 

compliments the public school system and Wake 

Tech.  It can serve to plug holes or build bridges in 

a child's learning experience. It can be a conduit 

from early learning to higher learning. Rather 

than sending a message that Marbles is dead 

weight, I hope that the County leadership may 

find the insight in leveraging Marbles as a tool to 

help address this new world in which we are 

living to ensure the robust creativity and 

education for *every* Wake County young 

person.

Charles Wakeford Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Theresa Coleman Knightdale Other/General 

Feedback

PLEASE CONTINUE FUNDING TO THE MARBLES 

KIDS MUSEUM.  IT IS A GREAT LEARNING VENUE 

FOR CHILDREN.



Kim DiPiano Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a Marbles employee it is a privilege to see the 

number of people (big and little) we impact. From 

our scholarships for Summer Camps to seeing 

kids walk in for the very first time and their eyes 

light up with joy, to sharing admission passes to 

families in our Ready Set School program. Your 

funding helps us do a lot! Please consider 

Marbles in your budget planning. Thank you so 

much!

Kathleen Noland Cary Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Wake County Board of Commissioners,    I am 

writing to voice my support for reinstating 

program funding for Marbles Children's Museum 

in the Wake County FY21 Budget.    According to 

Marbles, they have reduced their original request 

by 30% to reflect the challenging budget year 

ahead and in order to not compete with crisis 

needs.     As an educator and parent, Marbles has 

been an invaluable community partner, serving 

many families in our county and state. They 

provide immeasurable educational value to our 

state's children and families. I ask that you please 

reinstate their funding in Wake County's budget.    

 Sincerely,  Kathleen Noland  Cary



Jennifer Canada Cary Community 

Organizations

I grew up in Indianapolis which is home to the 

largest Children's Museum in the world. And now 

I live in Cary and take my two young daughters to 

Marbles. I tell you honestly that Marbles is better 

than the largest children's museum in the world. 

It is more hands-on, more fun, and, moreover, a 

huge tourist draw for the city. Please continue to 

support this invaluable community resource at 

the level needed to keep it open. Don't make all 

the NC parents tell their children that Marbles is 

gone, once we're finally able to return to normal 

life.

Wanda Elkins Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I was distressed to learn that Marbles would lose 

funding from you. We just moved to Raleigh to be 

near our year old grandson. I was looking so 

forward to taking my grandson to Marbles, as I 

have heard such wonderful comments about this 

hands-on museum for children.  I was in 

education for 30 years and have had first hand 

knowledge of the importance of children being 

exposed to educational hands-on experiences!  

So many children do not have educational 

materials in the home, and need this experience 

in their lives.   Please reconsider this funding to 

Marbles! It is an investment in our next 

generation. More than ever, this is needed today!



Katie Seawell Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Do not cut Marbles funding! Wake County 

children need Marbles! Wake County teachers 

need Marbles. Wake County parents and 

grandparents need Marbles. Wake County 

tourism and workforce recruiters need Marbles!

Daniel Long Raleigh Community 

Organizations

The proposal to cut funding from the marbles 

museum should be reconsidered. This 

organization is a tremendous amount of good for 

the citizens of Raleigh and wake County and 

deserves to continue to receive the current level 

of funding.

Allison Dawley Cary Community 

Organizations

Marbles is an invaluable resource for families in 

our community and across our state.  As a WCPSS 

teacher and mom, both my students and my own 

child have benefited so much from the field trips, 

activities, and learning through play they've 

gotten from Marbles.  It would be a huge 

disservice to our state and community to end 

that funding enabling then to exist and provide 

services to families not as fortunate to be able to 

afford to pay for membership, as my own family 

is.

Harryson Turner Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

I would request that the United Arts be cut no 

more than the proportional decrease in the 

County's budget.

KEITH P DONAHUE Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



Brittany Woerner Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is an integral part of the early learning 

and development of children in this area. The 

programs and experiences offered are 

unmatched. It would be a huge disservice to our 

children if you do not reconsider the budget in 

regards to Marbles.

Maria Ewing Garner Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Rayne Carlile Raleigh Community 

Organizations

United Arts is the key conduit for arts education 

in the schools in Wake County through its Artists 

in Schools program which reaches 120,000 

children annually, in addition to providing grants 

for afterschool and summer youth arts education 

throughout the county. Given the needs of 

children for social and emotional learning, 

especially vulnerable populations, this is not the 

time to make less arts programming available.  As 

a public school elementary teacher at a Title 1 

school, I directly see how the arts positively 

impact students on a daily basis.  Please allow the 

funding to continue enriching our children.

Rebecca Dunn Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles! It is a 

fantastic facility for the community and my family 

has so many fond memories at this wonderful, 

fun, educational place!

Kreuser's Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Please keep Marbles museum in the budget! We 

don't have kids (yet) but recognize what a 

beloved asset this museum is to the community, 

and were looking forward to enjoying it.



Rhonda Carlile RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

The change that I am requesting in the proposed 

budget is that funding for United Arts of Raleigh 

and Wake County be given priority and that any 

necessary reduction be no more proportional 

than the County's overall budget cuts.    As a 

supporter and believer in the power of the arts, I 

am writing today to ask you to prioritize United 

Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.  2) Please 

prioritize United Arts funding because the arts 

mean business. The arts are a major economic 

driver for Wake County (19,873 full-time jobs and 

$27 million in local government revenue 

according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 5), and 

United Arts supported this work through 53 

grants to organizations, municipalities, and artists 

this past year. Additionally, arts organizations are 

net payers to the County government through 

remitting sales tax on our tickets and 

concessions.   3) United Arts is the key conduit for 

arts education in the schools in Wake County 

through its Artists in Schools program which 

reaches 120,000 children annually, in addition to 

providing grants for afterschool and summer 



Nicole Stewart Cary Community 

Organizations

Wake County Board of Commissioners,    I am 

writing to voice my support for reinstating 

program funding for Marbles Children's Museum 

in the Wake County FY21 Budget.    According to 

Marbles, they have reduced their original request 

by 30% to reflect the challenging budget year 

ahead and in order to not compete with crisis 

needs.     Marbles has been an invaluable 

community partner, serving many families in our 

county and state. They provide immeasurable 

educational value to our state's children and 

families. I ask that you please reinstate their 

funding in Wake County's budget.    Sincerely,  

Nicole Stewart  Cary

Christie Ahlheit Apex Other/General 

Feedback

Find Marbles Kids Museum

Tessa Goodrich Raleigh Community 

Organizations

MARBLES IS AMAZING! It is needed by every kid, 

every mind, and every heart in our county. Wake 

County children need Marbles! Wake County 

teachers need Marbles. Wake County parents 

and grandparents need Marbles. Wake County 

tourism and workforce recruiters need Marbles. 

It is a helpful, joyful, and educational place for 

everyone.



Alex Laube Hillsborough Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum provides an invaluable 

resource to not only wake county but our state 

wide community. As a former employee of 7 

years I can fully attest to the positive impact it 

makes on the lives of children and their families 

from every socioeconomic level. Public funding is 

vital to allowing Marbles to remain accessible to 

low and middle income families and provide field 

trip opportunities to schools from all over our 

state. Please reconsider public funding for an 

organization that means so much to so many!

Kathryn Peay Fuquay-Varina Community 

Organizations

This is a request to restore funding to Marbles 

Kids Museum for FY21. Marbles is the second 

most visited attraction in Wake County and 

brings in people from throughout the area and 

state. It is vital to the education of our children 

through attractions, special events, and visits 

from public and private school groups. During the 

pandemic, Marbles has been able to offer 

programs for children  online. Without funding, 

this would be impossible. Please reconsider and 

restore funding for Marbles. It is a vital part of 

our community and education! Thank you!



Dave Wofford Durham Other/General 

Feedback

Please keep the funding for Marbles. I'm a 

Durham Dad who often gathers my son and some 

of his friends for field trips to Raleigh and most 

often these involve jaunts to Marbles.    It is a 

community treasure that does many good things 

and is deserving of financial support in the budget 

this and every year.    Sincerely, Dave Wofford

Antje Focke RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a jewel of the Raleigh community and 

families in the Triangle area.  We have driven in 

from Cary for many years and have had family 

memberships.  The educational components are 

great and our kids learned new things in a fun 

environment.  While my kids have mostly 

outgrown the museum, we now really enjoy 

IMAX, particularly after moving to Raleigh last 

year.  While I understand that budgets are tight in 

the current environment, please maintain the 

funding for Marbles so that future generations of 

kids can still enjoy this wonderful place.

John Sherman Apex Other/General 

Feedback

Please consider including Marbles as a part of the 

Wake County funding. It is a critical place to 

supplement our childrens' education, social skills, 

hands on learning and fun. Marbles is a significant 

factor in our county's quality of life and one of 

the many reasons Wake is family friendly. thank 

you



Amy Baldwin Cary Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles program funding in the 

Wake County budget. Wake County children, 

teachers, parents and gradparents need Marble.! 

Wake County tourism and workforce recruiters 

also need Marbles. This budget item does not 

compete with essential services or crisis needs. 

Marbles has reduced its original request by 30% 

to reflect the challenging budget year ahead. 

Please help Marbles continue to be a thriving 

venue and a place where thousands of children 

can learn and play! Marbles is a gem in our 

community!

Lisa Nuesell Cary Community 

Organizations

Please restore funding to Marbles Museum. It has 

been such a wonderful part of the community 

and an asset to helping kids learn outside of (and 

before) they enter school

Darla Brown Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please consider including non-profits in the 2021 

budget.  These organizations are vital to the 

health of our community.  Marbles Museum in 

particular but there are many who need this 

funding to continue to offer the wonderful 

experiences they currently do.  Thank you.

Laurel Arnold Cary Community 

Organizations

There is no other place like marbles in wakE 

county- Wake County children need Marbles! 

Wake County teachers need Marbles. Wake 

County parents and grandparents need Marbles. 

Wake County tourism and workforce recruiters 

need Marbles. Request that Marbles program 

funding be reinstated in the Wake County budget.



Patricia Gipson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the NC Symphony  

music education program in Wake County for 

FY21 budget.

Mary M  Haile Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Donald A. Haile Raleigh Community 

Organizations

e:lPlease support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Jed Byrne Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please fully support Marbles Kids Museum.

Bill White Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please fully fund Marbles Museum. I can't think 

of a more important non profit for Wake County 

that serves all children and families regardless of 

race and income. Devastating to Marbles to cut 

funding!

Rosa Rangel Morrisville Community 

Organizations

I am requesting for the commissioners to 

reinstate program funding for Marbles in the 

Wake County FY21 Budget. Marbles Museum 

provides support to our diverse families and 

respects cultural differences among our 

community. This place brings children from 

diverse backgrounds to come together to play 

and learn.

Matthew Douglas Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider reinstating program funding for 

Marbles in the FY21 budget. Marbles has, and 

continues to be, a vital asset for our community. 

The enrichment it brings families, tourism to our 

area, and venue space, is unmatched by any 

other organization in our area. Marbles is a key 

part of ensuring that Raleigh continues to offer a 

high quality of place for residents and visitors.



Elaine Hayes Fayetteville Community 

Organizations

332 Summertime Rd    Please support funding for 

the North Carolina Symphony’s music education 

program in Wake County’s FY21 budget.

Elaine Hayes Fayetteville Community 

Organizations

332 Summertime Rd    Please support funding for 

the North Carolina Symphony’s music education 

program in Wake County’s FY21 budget.

mary lewis raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles funding is critatl for this community... 

please do not cut their funding

Virginia Parker Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As an engaged and informed citizen of this 

county, I understand that there are difficult 

decisions to be made and prioritization that takes 

place when determining a budget, especially 

during a pandemic.  With that said, the services 

of organizations like Marbles, the NC Symphony 

and United Arts are critical to culture of our 

community and the needs of our citizens.  Please 

restore funding to these organizations so they 

can continue to deliver their important services 

to the people of Wake County.

mary lewis raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students. please do not pull their 

funding



Elaine Bryant Hayes Fayetteville Community 

Organizations

332 Summertime Rd    Please support funding for 

the North Carolina Symphony’s music education 

program in Wake County’s FY21 budget.

Aron & Becky Hall RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Joe Bastian Chapel Hill Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony music education program for Wake 

County in the FY 21 budget

Kennan Hester Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a pillar of this community that 

provides educational play for children. Our 

children are getting hit hard by this crisis as well, 

and without safe outlets for play and learning, 

they may fall hopelessly behind. Please consider 

keeping funding for Marbles as they offer so 

much to the children in our community and 

beyond.

Rhyan Nelson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I support the reinstatement of program 

funding for Marbles in the Wake County FY21 

Budget. Marbles is an asset to the community for 

personal and educational opportunities. It brings 

people together and develops growing minds.



Kirk Port Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I strongly recommend reinstatement of funding 

for Marble's Kid's Museum. Marbles plays an 

important role in early child education through its 

community programs. These programs provide a 

positive impact to the county's most vulnerable 

child populations.

David Fountain Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support Marbles Kids Museum in the 

upcoming Fiscal Year budget.  It is a critical, if not 

essential, community organization that provides 

education through play for ALL children and their 

families.  Thank you for your service to our 

community

Lyndsay Ashcraft Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Molly Lyons-Ihlenfeldt Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Fund Marbles!



Anand Varahala Cary Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Dear Commissioners, I have been a resident of 

Wake County since 2008. My wife and I have a 5-

year old daughter that we homeschool. The 

Marbles Kids' Museum has played a crucial role in 

her education. Marbles is what she missed the 

most during the COVID-19 related lockdown and I 

am confident she is not alone. Marbles offers 

something very unique and is a second home for 

several hundreds of kids in Wake county and 

surrounding areas. Their programs are very 

educational, comprehensive, and play a key role 

in shaping the future citizens of our county & 

country. Please prioritize our kids, their 

education, and overall well-being. I sincerely 

request reinstating program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum. Thank you very much.



Justin Brinkley Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a place for all and an important staple 

in our community. For someone that has never 

been to Marbles there could be a misconception 

that Marbles is exclusive to small children.  For 

anyone that has ever stepped into Marbles they 

would know there is nothing further from the 

truth.  While children are the main benefactor, 

Marbles is a place for all ages, demographics and 

socioeconomic status. I have witnessed my own 

children grow up at Marbles during my past 5 

years as a board member.  As a young board 

member, Marbles has been a place where I 

myself have had an opportunity to learn.  

Marbles gave me an opportunity to be on the 

board where the main benefactor has been me, 

not Marbles.  Marbles taught me how to become 

a leader in the community. I don’t have the 

deepest pockets or the most expansive rolodex 

but true to their mission Marbles gave me an 

opportunity to learn and grow my own skills sets 

while showing me the importance of giving back 

to the community.  In an age where kids are 

getting more and more “screen time”, video 

games and social media have become the new 

drug of choice, schools offer less recess time and 

colleges are dropping athletic programs, now is 

the time to double down on Marbles not turn 

away.  Having affordable, inclusive access to play, Erin Mountain Cary Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles funding to the budget. 

The museum has been a blessing to my children 

and it's an amazing place for all kids.



Stefani Miller Raleigh Community 

Organizations

We love Marbles. Please continue to fund them.    

 Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Melissa Pugh Willow Spring Other/General 

Feedback

I am a teacher and mommy of 2 little boys. I am 

reaching out about Marbles funding. I am a 

product of Wake county schools and have taught 

most of my career here. Never have I heard 

about schools or education entertainment like 

Marbles receiving decent funding. Living and 

working in NC education and cuts are always in 

the same sentence. It’s a shame! If you aren’t 

going to fund great education for my boys in 

school I beg of you not to cut the extra resources 

I have to use to educate them during school 

breaks and weekends! Please get your financial 

priorities straight because I want to invest in our 

future but education well rounded decent 

humans!

Stephanie Stegemoller Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for North Carolina 

Symphony's music education program in Wake 

County's FY21 budget.



Kim Precythe Holly Springs Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.       Marbles supports kids 

and families in the crucial birth-5 years before 

they enter the school system, with fundamental 

play-based programs that set children up for 

educational success once they start kindergarten. 

Early learning experiences help close the 

achievement gap and level the playing field, 

ensuring that all kids have the opportunity to 

thrive and maximize their potential.        Current 

funding from Wake County helped Marbles 

quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-Home 

resources during the pandemic. Without Wake 

County’s program funds, Marbles will be unable 

to continue providing learning support that fills 

the gap for families during the extended closure 

of schools and other programs.        Marbles Full 

Circle access and inclusion programs annually 

serve more than 52,000 people facing financial 

challenges, language barriers or physical and 

cognitive differences. Without Wake County’s 

program support, Marbles capacity to restart 

community programs will be delayed by months, Marsha Ferree Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony's music education program in Wake 

County's FY21 budget.

Charlie Sarratt Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

It is crucial to our community that Marbles 

maintain funding. It cannot be overstated how 

important Marbles is to so many children. Thank 

you!



Wayne Smith Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am writing to request that Marbles Kids 

Museum funding be reinstated.  Marbles is a 

great asset to our community benefiting families 

and the community across all socioeconomic 

statuses.

Ashley Blankenship Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Kristen Spancake Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please keep funding for Marbles Kids Museum if 

possible. Marbles is a very important educational 

resource for the community.

Jessica West Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider cutting the United Arts Council of 

Raleigh and Wake County funding no more than 

the proportional decrease in the County’s budget.

Vicki Harvey Apex Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Children's 

Museum. As a Wake County preschool teacher.I 

see tremendous value in the museum for our 

communities young children and their families. It 

is a safe place for children and families to 

explore, develop their curiosity and problem 

solving skills  for the world around them. Without 

the financial support, many of our low income 

children will not have the opportunities the 

museum provides.



Elizabeth Miller Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am writing to urge you to fully support Marbles 

Kids Musuem to the level they have requested. 

This is an extremely popular museum that I see 

brings so many people to downtown Raleigh 

every weekend. I cannot image the city without 

it. Among the benefits it offers our community:    

Marbles Full Circle access and inclusion programs 

annually serve more than 52,000 people facing 

financial challenges, language barriers or physical 

and cognitive differences. Without Wake 

County’s program support, Marbles capacity to 

restart community programs will be delayed by 

months, if not a full year, removing an essential 

service that makes a real difference in the lives of 

Wake County’s most vulnerable citizens.     Thank 

you.

Whitney Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please consider increasing the funding for 

Marbles kids Museum. Local families are eager 

for Marbles to reopen so they can learn, play and 

connect in a positive and accessible environment.

Sharon Crawford Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Wake County needs Marbles to aid in our  critical 

need for education, inclusivity and local tourism.  

Please reinstate program funding.



Chuck Lotz Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.

Roger Howard Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is a jewel of the 

Downtown Raleigh Moore Square Historic 

District. But it is so much more! Marbles Kids 

Museum's  mission is to "..spark imagination, 

discovery and learning through play." With the 

support of both public and private resources 

Marbles is aimed at preschool through early 

elementary age children. While all that is 

important, my 3 grandsons, ages 6 (kindergarten) 

3 (pre-school) and 7 months (still in day care) find 

Marbles a place where they re safe and an enjoy 

a positive kids' play/learning environment with 

other children who represent a cross section of 

the Wake County community.  Marbles deserves 

the support of the public sector and funding for 

this beacon of acceptance of others should not 

be decreased but increased to improve and 

maintain its access for the entire community.

Sylvia Beaver Cary Other/General 

Feedback

Please do not cut funding for Marbles Museum.  

It has been a blessing for my family and deserves 

continued support.



Rachel Bailey Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am writing to ask that you reinstate program 

funding for Marbles in the Wake County FY21 

Budget. Marbles has been a huge part of our 

childrens’ lives and countless others throughout 

North Carlolina (and beyond). Having a children’s 

museum is also critical to tourism. The state of 

Louisiana spent around $28M on a new facility 

for their museum last year. I really hope you’ll 

consider funding this important piece of our city. 

Thank you.

Nancy (Nana) Grant Clayton Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

I am a grandmother who just loves Marbles 

Children Museum! I took my now 13 year old 

grandson for years... and now it is the favorite 

place for my 6 year old granddaughter. When I’m 

there... many school children and city camps are 

always there. It is a NC and Raleigh gem.. please 

fund it.😊

Katie Phillips Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please continue to support Marbles Kids Museum 

and include them in the budget.  This resource is 

critical for children, teachers and families in Wake 

County.

Jillian Leroy rolesville Community 

Organizations

Keep marbles kids museum funded we love the 

programs. We love their services



Jill Brown Pittsburgh Community 

Organizations

Even though I do not live in Raleigh my daughter 

and her family do. When I visit, the first place my 

grandchildren want to go is Marbles Kids 

Museum. It is always such I great day and I am 

always amazed at the wonderful opportunities 

they provide for creative and education play.  My 

daughter has also told me of the many 

community outreach programs and school 

support that Marbles provide to Raleigh.  Of 

course a trip to Marbles leads to us supporting 

other Raleigh businesses and restaurants.  Now 

I'm told that their funding from the county is  

being considered for cutting and that Marbles 

may have to close without these funds.  I feel 

that this would be a terrible loss not only to my 

family but the Raleigh community at large.  

Please consider continued support for this 

wonderful organization.  Thank you.



timothy james crawford raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Good Morning, I am a longtime supporter of 

Marbles because I have witnessed the positive 

impact the museum has on our community. I see 

how children with limited resources are able to 

participate and enjoy activities that both enrich 

their development and put smiles on their faces. 

Marbles facilitates this in a safe environment. 

Marbles also creates a very positive community 

for advocacy in children's issues, especially 

underprivileged children. This seems very 

important to me and I think these things are 

important to Raleigh. I hope that the 

commissioners will share that viewpoint and fund 

the museum in a manner that will allow it to 

operate in the critical manner that it has for years 

now.  I am a low tax, small government 

supporter, but believe local taxes benefit more 

fairly and I would be a supporter for higher 

property taxes to continue to fund the important 

work of our local government including their 

support for the arts and local public spaces. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Jim Raleigh Community 

Organizations

No Marbles Kids Museum? What a blow to 

downtown.  How are we going to replace 704,000 

visitors to downtown Raleigh.  This will be one 

more punch in the gut to all downtown 

businesses.  Wake Co. Commissioners PLEASE 

think about the economic impact of this decision.



Susan Carr Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

FUNDING FOR MARBLES CHILDRENS MUSEUM  

Marbles is an important hands on exploratory 

educational facility for our community.  It’s 

programming is fantastic and provides unique 

opportunities to wake counties children.  Though 

my own children have aged out, I urge you to 

reinstate funding for this educational gem.

Amy Cale Pittsburgh,Pa Community 

Organizations

I would like to submit comments requesting the 

budget for Marbles Kids Museum not be cut. I 

visit Raliegh multiple times a year to visit family 

and Marbles is our favorite place. It is a highlight 

for my son and we will often visit multiple times 

during a trip. Plus their community and school 

programs are incredibly important to my sister 

and niece who do live in Raleigh. They do 

incredibly important work in the community and 

for visitors to your state. Please continue to fund 

them. Thank you.

Raymond Parker Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony's music education program in Wake 

County FY21 budget.

Callie Davis Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles supports kids and families in the crucial 

birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.



Jane Watson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum sets Raleigh and the 

Triangle apart.  It is a tremendous benefit for 

residents and tourists; therefore a wonder draw 

to pull a wider audience into downtown Raleigh 

financially helping all of the businesses.  I have 

also attended numerous corporate events there.  

As a former board member of Playspace which 

was the initial foundation of Marbles, we have 

seen the tremendous impact it has had on our 

community for decades.  Please reinstate 

program funding for Marbles which serves as a 

pillar to our downtown Raleigh and Triangle 

community.

Elizabeth Millar Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides an invaluable service for 

Raleigh and the surrounding area through the 

play and learning opportunities.  Marbles also 

draws families from surrounding counties to 

travel to Raleigh and spend money at local 

restaurants and shops in addition to Marbles. 

Please ensure Marbles continues to have the 

funding it needs to continue on.

Kara Odell Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Museum! 

Coming out of the pandemic, kids will need more 

opportunities to connect and learn to make up 

for what they missed when in-person schools 

closed. Marbles community outreach provides 

that service.



Robert J Herndon Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles in 

the Wake County FY 2021 Budget.  Marbles is a 

critical resource in our community, providing 

children and families with a safe and unique 

learning environment. As one of the most visited 

attractions in the entire State, Marbles is also a 

tremendous economic driver in Wake County.  

Marbles needs more support right now, not less - 

PLEASE reinstate its funding. in the budget!

Keala Eason Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Nichole DiBenedetto Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I would like to request that Marbles program 

funding be reinstated in the Wake County budget.



Gil Buker Fuquay-Varina Community 

Organizations

I would like to make a plea on behalf of Marbles 

Children's Museum. Although it receives financial 

help from Wake County, it is a private non-profit 

organization, which means that much of its 

expenses are NOT coming through the Wake 

County Budget, even though it benefits the 

schools, both public and private, day-care 

centers, and families from across the triangle 

area (not to mention families visiting the area 

from other states). Wake County benefits in 

many ways by Marbles' programs!       I am 

speaking both as a retired teacher who knows 

from experience the advantages of such hands-on 

learning experiences, and as a grandparent who 

has a Marbles membership so that I can take my 

grandkids to it regularly.       I would hate to see 

Wake County lose this precious jewel from its 

crown of meaningful attractions!

Beth Hoppough Raleigh Community 

Organizations

In regards to cutting funding from Marbles 

Children's Museum:  Marbles is an amazing part 

of the Raleigh community providing indoor fun 

and learning opportunities for children. My 

husband and I take my children frequently, often 

accompanied by their aunts and uncles. We make 

a full downtown day of it, with eating and 

shopping after. This kind of pull for business 

downtown is wonderful. Additionally, the 

outreach work Marbles does is invaluable. Please 

make certain Marbles receives its normal funding!



Paul E Klem Jamestown Libraries Please all necessary funds to maintain Marbles in 

downtown Raleigh .

Deborah N Caldwell Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

For years, I have taken classes of preschool 

children to Marbles Museum for wonderful 

learning experiences. This is a great resource for 

families of young children in Wake County. They 

also offer classes and are concerned with helping 

families in our county. Please consider funding 

this wonderful resource in our community!

Christopher Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

I am in the process of moving back to NC and the 

school system in Raleigh was a major factor in my 

decision process. In particular, Marbles Museum 

has been a favorite destination for my children 

for years and the chance for them to attend 

school at the facility significantly influenced our 

choice

Katie Wolff Pinehurst Community 

Organizations

Please provide funding to Marbles Museum! They 

are such a valuable resource to so many. A visit to 

Marbles provides such a great educational boost 

to young children. Thank you!!



Jeanette Golden Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum was a natural fit for me 

when I began exploring local volunteer 

opportunities. They make it possible for families 

of all means to have access to engaging activities 

that spark kid’s imaginations. They even serve 

ALL 100 COUNTIES IN NORTH CAROLINA! Not just 

any one experience has been more meaningful 

than another. I’ve gotten the chance to take play 

opportunities out into the community and 

connect with families through festivals, activities 

at the library, Google Fiber, and events at the 

Convention center like Comicon, the Bike Rodeo, 

just to name a few.  I love what Marbles does and 

stands for; they play an important role in our 

community because of their philosophy on ‘PLAY’.

Emily Ashcraft Apex Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum in the Wake County FY 2021 

Budget. Marbles has supported my children and 

family for the past six years with their play-based 

programs. These programs have set my children 

up for success as they enter their school-age 

years.  Marbles’ early learning experiences help 

close the achievement gap and level the playing 

field. Please ensure that all kids have the 

opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential by reinstating program funding for 

Marbles. Thank you.



Deanna Choplin Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please put Marbles Kids' Museum back into the 

budget! It is a wonderful place for all children, 

including those with disabilities. They learn so 

much there through play. There are so many 

educational opportunities at Marbles! I have 

gone there with my class often and I hope to 

volunteer there someday. It is very valuable to 

our city and county and state. Please don't let it 

close because of lack of funding! Please put it 

back into the budget!  Deanna Choplin

Heather W Choplin Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

We must add funding for Marbles back into the 

budget. It is a state, county and city treasure for 

educating children of all ages and abilities from 

around our state. It is vital to enhance their 

learning experiences through play and Marbles is 

magnificent at giving them that experience. They 

have a safe place to learn, play, stretch their 

imaginations, create crafts and build skills. It is by 

far, one of the best children's museums in the 

country. We cannot let it dwindle to nothing. It 

must be funded and put back into the budget. 

Thank you.

Sandor Kasza Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please keep Marble open! Children need that 

place!



Mary Courtney Southwick Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Kevin McGarry Cary Community 

Organizations

Local families are eager for Marbles to reopen so 

they can learn, play and connect in a positive and 

accessible environment. Without Wake County’s 

continued commitment, Marbles will be unable 

to implement the operational changes necessary 

to reopen safely to the public this summer, 

elevating the threat to the museum’s long-term 

viability caused by the COVID19 closure.

Kristin Schoolfield Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider reinstating program funding for 

Marbles in the Wake County FY21 Budget. My 

family has participated in their Ready, Set, School 

program and my twin 5-yr-olds have benefitted 

immensely from the programming. Our family 

would not have access to Marbles without this 

generous program and we’ve seen up close how 

their outreach to our community has a positive 

effect for those that normally would not have 

access. Thank you!

Tabitha Ammons Benson Community 

Organizations

Marbles should not lose their funding. They bring 

many families to downtown, who spend money 

and help support other Raleigh businesses



Emily McDaniel Wake forest Community 

Organizations

Please support the north Carolina symphony 

education program in the FY21 budget

Sara Rose Whaley Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As the mother of a toddler and an infant, Marbles 

is such a special and important place to us. While 

my toddler just experiences fun, I love that the 

learning opportunities are endless. We’ve been 

going there since she was a baby and have 

enjoyed our membership. We would be 

heartbroken if Marbles was shut down.

JARRETT GLASS Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony's music education program in Wake 

County's FY21 budget.

Caridad Tapia Cary Community 

Organizations

Marbles was a key factor behind my family’s 

decision to remain the triangle vs relocate to 

Nashville TN. It has provided our children with a 

safe educational environment since they were 6 

months old.

Grace Purtell Cary Community 

Organizations

I implore you to support the outstanding work 

Marbles does for our community by reinstating it 

in the budget. To be honest, I was floored how it 

could be left out given the myriad of ways it 

supports the economy as a must see raleigh 

attraction and then how it funds/provides play 

for so many raleigh residents/schools to help 

children engage in learning in a FUN and creative 

way. Give Marbles the support it so rightly 

deserves. thank you for your consideration. Grace 

P.

Sara Dobson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget!



Charlotte Brewer Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Hi! I would like support additional funding for 

Marbles Museum for the services they provide 

the community.

Michael Earle Fuquay Varina Other/General 

Feedback

How is Marbles not on the budget?  It is an 

invaluable resource to the community and a 

source of tourism venue.  We've lived in the area 

for two years and have been members the entire 

time.  My son loves it and it's truly one of the 

best all around children's museums we've visited.  

 A continued disruption to their finding threatens 

one of the better resources in Raleigh.

Courtney E Hamm Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Lisa Molina Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum in the FY2021 budget. Marbles provides 

critical out-of-classroom learning experiences. 

Without Wake County program support Marbles 

will no longer be able to work in partnership with 

the school system and public libraries to provide 

free-of-charge, highly impactful programs for the 

county’s most vulnerable students.

Katherine McLaughlin Cary Other/General 

Feedback

Please reinstate funding for Marbles kids 

museum. The museum is a valuable play space 

for all Wake county children. It offers educational 

opportunities for teachers and students as well as 

providing a tourist attraction for visitors in the 

downtown area.

Kaitlyn Hove Durham Community 

Organizations

I support reinstating program funding for Marbles 

in the Wake County FY21 Budget. Marbles is a 

huge asset to the community.



Hanan Elgendy Greenville Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.       Marbles supports kids 

and families in the crucial birth-5 years before 

they enter the school system, with fundamental 

play-based programs that set children up for 

educational success once they start kindergarten. 

Early learning experiences help close the 

achievement gap and level the playing field, 

ensuring that all kids have the opportunity to 

thrive and maximize their potential.

Olga Turkevich Durham Community 

Organizations

Thank you for re-evaluating the marbles kids 

museum budget. Marbles is a great place for any 

young kids to visit and I don't want to see this 

wonderful place go out of business. Thank you.

Kerry Hazen Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am writing to support funding for Marbles 

Museum in downtown Raleigh.  This museum is a 

cornerstone for kids in our community.  It is a 

place to learn, have fun and explore.  For those 

visiting Raleigh, it is a destination.  For those 

lucky enough to be members, it is a weekly visit.  

A vote for funding Marbles is a vote for the youth 

in our community.



Brandy Thompson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles kids museum is an essential part of our 

community and the healthy development of our 

children.  Please allocate adequate resources to 

ensure the organization’s viability moving into 

the future. Marbles kids Museum’s programs are 

becoming even more relevant and essential for 

older children to supplement learning and offer 

positive play as Marble’s expands its 

programming and offerings.

Molly Donofrio Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Rose Williams Scotland Neck Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

To this may concern  Wake County 

Commissioners please be mindful  that Wake 

County children and Halifax County children and 

many others need Marbles! Wake County 

teachers , Halifax County and so many other 

teachers from other counties need Marbles. Not 

just Wake County parents and grandparents need 

Marbles, but Halifax County and a lot of other 

counties really count on taking their children to 

Marbles Wake County tourism and workforce 

recruiters need Marbles as well .



Kristin R Michaels Cary Community 

Organizations

Please, please, PLEASE do not take away funding 

for Marbles! This is such a critical location in the 

community for multiple reasons. The educational 

programs and absolute joy it brings my kids are 

just two. This place is an absolute gem and needs 

to stay!

Carrie Meigs Cary Community 

Organizations

I'm writing to support continued funding of 

Marbles Kids Museum.  It provides a wonderful 

environment for kids and families throughout 

Wake County.  Please continue to fund.

Katie Dunlap Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Children’s Museum is a source for hands 

on learning, play and experimentation. Without it 

in our community, we would be at a true loss for 

age appropriate learning centers. Please help 

fund Marbles through this challenging economic 

time.

Tamra Smelser Garner Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a vital part to the downtown vibe and 

encourages families to come explore downtown 

Raleigh. They provide accessible play for all 

abilities and provide a family friendly place for 

people to gather and meet new friends.

Caroline Pope Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

We need our children to have a place like 

Marbles Kids museum to learn, grow, flourish and 

be exposed to so many activities for mental 

stimulation that we simply cannot do at home or 

at school. Please make room in the budget for 

Marbles Museum.



Mary Humphrey Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support Marbles!! Marbles is a world-class 

children’s museum and results in a local 

economic impact of $24 million every year. Our 

local tourism and hospitality are among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic and 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Cameron Larson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget

Evan Bockover Garner Community 

Organizations

Reinstate funding for Marbles Kids Museum

Rachel Brody Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider reinstating Marbles program 

funding - it is an important community resource. 

Wake County children need Marbles, Wake 

County teachers need Marbles, Wake County 

parents and grandparents need Marbles, and 

Wake County tourism and workforce recruiters 

need Marbles.

Andrea Osborn Raleigh Libraries Please please please do not cut funding to the 

libraries. They are incredibly vital to our 

community and it would be a travesty if 32 

employees lost their jobs. They do a public 

service that no other group can. Before covid, I 

would visit my library (Richard Harrison) twice a 

week and it's obvious they already don't have the 

budget to function as it is.



Andrea Osborn Raleigh Community 

Organizations

It's incredibly important to reinstate program 

funding for Marbles in the Wake County FY21 

Budget, especially after/during this pandemic. 

They will need these funds to ensure our children 

are safe and in a healthy environment. Marbles 

means the world to our young family and we 

can't imagine our lives without it's nurturing 

guidance.

Jessica Nickerson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Local families like mine (two about to be three 

kids under 8) are eager for Marbles to reopen so 

they can learn, play and connect in a positive and 

accessible environment. Without Wake County’s 

continued commitment, Marbles will be unable 

to implement the operational changes necessary 

to reopen safely to the public this summer, 

elevating the threat to the museum’s long-term 

viability caused by the COVID19 closure.



Jane Ann Hughes Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Museum.  

Young children need to manipulate materials in 

order to learn.  And Marbles provides these 

opportunities across many and varied topics.  Not 

only can a child choose an area of play and 

exploration that’s of their interest and passion, 

Marbles provides additional opportunities to 

explore areas of limited experience.  These 

opportunities are critically important, especially 

after an extended period of limited experiences 

due to COVID 19.  As a retired elementary school 

principal, I know only too well how critically our 

Wake County students need and deserve an 

opportunity to expand their learning beyond the 

classroom and home.  Thank you for accepting 

our comments.

Scott Wilson Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Ever since Marble's came to be, my kids have 

gone there. It's always been a learning 

environment with great opportunities in different 

science disciplines. To NOT fund them is a great 

disservice to our children. They socialize with 

different children and make friends, and learn at 

the same time! And the community outreach 

they have needs to continue. Marble's helps our 

community in many ways and defunding them 

won't help anybody. Funding them will.

Joaneace Massenburg Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Marbles



Ken Goodson Denver Other/General 

Feedback

Please continue to fund Marbles Museum. As a 

current Denver, Colorado resident whose family 

lives in the Research Triangle, it is my children's 

favorite place to spend their summer months 

with their family!

Diane meyers Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I support Marbles and want my tax dollars to be 

used to support this community museum.

Michael Delaney Garner Community 

Organizations

I am in support of reinstating program funding for 

Marbles in the Wake County FY21 Budget. 

Marbles supports kids and families in the crucial 

birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.



Shirley Huang Spedding APEX Community 

Organizations

I am a pediatrician at WakeMed Health & 

Hospitals as well as a Board Member at the 

Marbles Kids Museum. My two boys are huge 

fans of Marbles and I am honored to serve on the 

Marbles Board on behalf of WakeMed.  I believe 

that if we can make something fun through play 

for kids, then they are more apt to try and accept 

it! Kids learn through formal instruction at school, 

but when they also get to learn through play and 

experience, it makes it more fun for them.  And 

when kids have fun, they are learning without 

even realizing it.  At WakeMed, I specialize in 

weight management for children, and I love how 

at Marbles kids can have imaginary play on the 

concept of farm-to-table.  Marbles has a garden 

and play areas that include a market, farm, 

shopping, kitchen and "play" foods. When we 

expose them to an imaginary or real garden, 

market or kitchen, the higher the chance that 

they will grow up knowing that fruits and 

vegetables are an every day part of their lives 

that can be healthy and fun at the same time! 

Marbles plays an extremely valuable role in our 

children, family and community as the museum 

teaches health concepts in a fun and hands-on 

way.  This is critical in helping children 

understand that how we feed or take care of 

themselves is incredibly important to how strong 



Jenna Stirling Apex Human Services, 

Housing, 

Behavioral Health

My daughter has been attending camps at 

Marbles Kids Museum since she was 5 years old. I 

wish I could take credit for the wonderful human 

she has become, but it is not our family that has 

taught her these lessons.   She has had the 

pleasure of attending camps with lots of children 

different from herself. One of these children was 

a child who had been born with a disability. She 

came home and told us that she had approached 

the child and asked “what happened to you” and 

didn’t understand why the child was angry. The 

Marbles staff then asked her if there was 

anything that was different about her own body. 

She responded no, and then they asked how kids 

normally introduced themselves to her. When 

she replied, “ Hi, my name is...” the staff asked 

her if she thought that maybe she might feel sad 

or angry if people constantly asked her why her 

body was different instead of asking her name.  

She was 6 years old when this interaction 

happened and she brought this example up at the 

dinner table this week to defend “judging a book 

beyond its cover”. She emphatically argued that 

all people should be treated equally regardless of 

their abilities, how they look, how they sound, 

because a person is worth knowing more than 

knowing the story of what makes them 

different... She is 8!   Marbles is shaping our 



Tambrie Aiken Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles IS essential for our children. In an area 

where full time daycare is hard to find, difficult to 

get into due to waitlists, and ridiculously 

expensive, having Marbles is crucial in a child’s 

development in skills typically learned in a 

daycare setting. Kids learn how to share, how to 

build, how to draw, color, and design. They learn 

critical thinking, how animals fit into the world, 

and so much more. Marbles is an institution that 

is such a integral part of the Raleigh community. I 

love bringing my son and watching him explore 

and learn new challenges that he doesn’t get 

exposed to at home. Marbles needs to stay!   

Thank you,  A Family Premier Membership holder



Debbie Edwards Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As an ex Principal in Wake County Public School I 

would like to ask for funding for Marbles 

Museum. Every grade level in my school attended 

educational programs at Marbles Museum which 

was beneficial and educational. Whether it was 

the IMAX Theater or hands  on learning, they all 

greatly enjoyed their experiences at Marbles. I 

believe it is In the best interest of ALL students to 

have the experience of Marbles Museum at their 

disposal! Another thought, for our students from 

low income areas, Marbles is a HUGE benefit for 

them to have the opportunity to explore and see 

films they will never get to see! Please provide 

funding for Marbles so ALL students will have the 

opportunity to go!!  Most students have never 

seen a “show” in 3D.  Just think how amazing that 

would be to see the Amazon, etc in this way!! 

Please provide the funding for Marbles to help 

level the playing field!! Thank you for your time!!

Patty Hunt Raleigh Community 

Organizations

After teaching young children in Wake County for 

30 years, I have never seen a more stimulating 

experience than Marbles Kids Museum offers 

children and I urge the Wake County 

Commissioners to continue funding such an 

essential organization.

Ivy Ringel Hillsborough Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s Music Education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget!



John Riedy Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Julia Ellard Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please continue to find marbles!

Amy T. Johnson Sanford Community 

Organizations

Please continue to allow Marbles to be funded by 

Wake Co.

Natalie Bader Cary Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony's music education program in Wake 

County's FY21 budget.

Stephen G Farrar Cary Community 

Organizations

: Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



Kexin Wong Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.       Marbles supports kids 

and families in the crucial birth-5 years before 

they enter the school system, with fundamental 

play-based programs that set children up for 

educational success once they start kindergarten. 

Early learning experiences help close the 

achievement gap and level the playing field, 

ensuring that all kids have the opportunity to 

thrive and maximize their potential.     Current 

funding from Wake County helped Marbles 

quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-Home 

resources during the pandemic. Without Wake 

County’s program funds, Marbles will be unable 

to continue providing learning support that fills 

the gap for families during the extended closure 

of schools and other programs.        Marbles Full 

Circle access and inclusion programs annually 

serve more than 52,000 people facing financial 

challenges, language barriers or physical and 

cognitive differences. Without Wake County’s 

program support, Marbles capacity to restart 

community programs will be delayed by months, William Hodges Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Sandy Bontrager Holly Springs Tax Rate – 

General Property 

Rate

Keep Marbles open!



Sarah Hill Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please save Marbles! Marbles is an essential 

resource for families and educators in Wake 

County!

Marinna Jasso Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Please restore full funding to Marbles Kids’ 

Museum. Their work in the community is needed 

now more than ever after our community’s 

children went without in person education for 

months. Marbles is a beautiful and safe place for 

the children of our community to cultivate 

curious problem splicing skills which we cannot 

do without.     Thank you.

Scott Murray Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I was honestly shocked to hear that you guys are 

planning to cut funding for Marbles. That place is 

a gem in our city and people come from all over 

the state. Any parent or teacher within a 100 mile 

radius can tell you how great Marbles is as an 

educational resource and as a really fun place to 

take your family. I should probably just get my 4 

year-old son to fill out this survey and there's no 

way you'd not reinstate their funding. I 

understand financial times are tough, but losing 

Marbles would be a tragic shame and an 

embarassment  for the city.



Josie Headley Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

I am writing to voice my support for Marbles Kids 

Museum in downtown Raleigh receiving their 

annual budget. Marbles has been a huge part of 

my childhood and now my young adult life, and 

my time and experiences there have shaped me 

as a leader and as a person. Marbles helped me 

determine what I want my career path to be, and 

It Is one of the most important places in my life. I 

have volunteered in their teen play corps 

program for 4 years now, and I was even blessed 

to receive a job there this summer, and I would 

love to see more young teens get to experience 

and receive those opportunities I did, along with 

helping children receive play that helps shape 

them for the long run as well. Please consider this 

request and give marbles the funds it needs to 

help create important play and a safe space for 

children all over wake county.



Katherine Hrivnak Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

I am writing to express my concern for funding 

for Marbles! Marbles kids museum has been a 

beloved place for my daughters as they have 

grown up here in Raleigh . We are members and 

the girls have truly enjoyed coming to Marbles 

over the years and having the space and 

opportunity to explore and be creative . As well 

I’m a special needs teacher whose students have 

loved coming to Marbles every year , as it’s a 

place where they can be included and play like 

any other child! Please support funding for this 

beloved place in our community .

Stephanie Wilson Cary Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Elisabeth Kinmartin Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate the budget for Marbles. It is one 

of the best children's museum in the country. 

Their staff is amazing at creating an engaging 

environment for my kids to play, learn, and grow.

Margaret Poyner Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



Andrea Ray Wilmington Community 

Organizations

Marbles supports kids and families in the crucial 

birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.  My family is from out of town and we 

drive just to visit this museum and allow our 

children the opportunity to learn here through 

play. This is a one of a kind place!

Beth Walker Durham Community 

Organizations

Support Marbles Museum!

Tara Sumanaseni Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please re-instate funding for Marbles valuable 

education programs.

Meghan Kaput Fuquay Varina Other/General 

Feedback

Our community and schools need Marbles.

Brian Kubis Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

MARBLES KID MUSEUM! - Please save funding for 

Marble's Kids Museum.  It is a key part of Wake 

county's children's development.  Our family has 

been members for years and without it would not 

have access to the same type of development 

opportunities for our kids.

Brian Kubis Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

MARBLES KID MUSEUM! - Please save funding for 

Marble's Kids Museum.  It is a key part of Wake 

county's children's development.  Our family has 

been members for years and without it would not 

have access to the same type of development 

opportunities for our kids.



Luke Witchger Durham Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Jennifer Norton Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support the NC Symphony's education 

program in your FY21 budget.

Melissa Arnett Cary Community 

Organizations

Wake County children need Marbles! Wake 

County teachers need Marbles. Wake County 

parents and grandparents need Marbles. Wake 

County tourism and workforce recruiters need 

Marbles. Please fund Marbles!  This request does 

not compete with essential services or crisis 

needs.  Please, please, please fund Marbles 

Museum.

David Haines Cary Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budgetPlease support funding for 

the North Carolina Symphony’s music education 

program in Wake County’s FY21 budget.

Amber Berry Apex Community 

Organizations

I support reinstating program funding  for 

Marbles in the Wake County FY21 Budget, 

because my family loves going there and has 

learned so much from the exhibits. Marbles is 

one of the museums we visit over and over and 

never tire of.

Sheri Botts Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for Marbles play space. 

It’s important work for young children!



Mindy Garner Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles Kids Museum has played an important 

part in my toddlers growth and development and 

it serves so many more children than just mine. 

Marbles stands for playing to learn and we have 

so many fond memories of playing together in a 

play inspired atmosphere. We love to roam the 

“grocery store” with our cart and run the veggies 

down the conveyor belt. He told a Target 

employee the other day how the conveyor belt 

works. Marbles has inspired so much curiosity in 

him. We need Marbles to be financially funded by 

Wake County again. They have counted on you in 

the past for this and still need the funding. We 

want to keep playing at Marbles. Thank you for 

you time!

Brian Formosa Lillington Community 

Organizations

Please continue to fund Marbles Kid’s Museum. 

The value it provides the community far 

outweighs the dollars spent. Although I am not a 

resident of Wake County, my daughter is, and we 

have enjoyed the services provided by Marbles. I 

have many friends in Wake County who also love 

the museum and would be heart broken to lose it.

Susanna B Klingenberg RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider cutting Marbles funding! It's a 

critical resource for so many parents and 

grandparents in Wake County. Especially in a time 

when too much of kids' education is on a screen, 

hands-on learning like Marbles offers is 

invaluable to shaping future citizens.



Allison Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles funding into the wake 

county budget.   Marbles is a world-class 

children’s museum and a beacon for family 

visitors, resulting in local economic impact of $24 

million each year. With local tourism and 

hospitality among the industries hardest hit by 

the pandemic, jeopardizing the reopening of 

Marbles - the second most visited destination in 

Wake County - will be a further blow to civic 

recovery.

Johna Van Stelten Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate the program funding for Marbles 

in the Wake County FY21 Budget. Marbles is a 

critical resource for so many families, especially 

those who are struggling financially. With the 

upcoming summer break, many children will be 

depending on Marbles as a safe place. I implore 

you to reconsider the funding for this crucial 

service.

Susanna B Klingenberg RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider cutting Marbles funding! It's a 

critical resource for so many parents and 

grandparents in Wake County. Especially in a time 

when too much of kids' education is on a screen, 

hands-on learning like Marbles offers is 

invaluable to shaping future citizens.

Brett Jenkins Garner Community 

Organizations

It is incredibly important to have Marbles 

downtown.    It brings joy to childrens' hearts, 

gives reasons for parents to venture downtown, 

and is a beautiful building on an otherwise boring 

street.  Please reinstate program funding for 

Marbles in the Wake County FY21 Budget!!!



Derondra Pham Clayton Community 

Organizations

Marbles Museum is such a vital part of life in 

Wake County and surrounding areas. Our children 

need a safe space to learn and play!

Maria Ellis Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Sarah Griffin Durham Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



Megan A Everett Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Hello, I'd like to take a few minutes to voice my 

support for reinstating funding to Marbles 

Children's Museum as part of the budget for 

Fiscal Year 2021.  I know in this time of 

uncertainty it's hard to plan financially for 

services deemed non-essential, however a loss 

for Marbles is a loss for the community at large.  

From tourism to school groups to birthday parties 

to big events, Marbles brings people together and 

fulfills multiple needs.  We have been members 

since just a few months after the museum 

opened, when our oldest was only 2.  We have 

brought him and then his 3 younger siblings to 

the museum near weekly in the dozen years 

since.  I am always seeing large, well organized 

school groups, community groups, meetings from 

various organizations, parties, and of course 

people who travel in from various places in the 

state just to visit.  From my years on various 

social media platforms and being in a variety of 

groups pertaining to parenting, I can say that 

Marbles is often the focal point of a day trip, 

vacation, or special event.  People are always 

asking about what to eat near there, where to 

park, what stores or other events they should 

check out to fill a weekend.  On top of that, I have 

been to several of Marbles' library programs and 

they've always been well run and well received.    Jim Veneris Williamston Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Cynthia Veneris Williamston Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



Sally White Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum in the Wake County FY21 Budget.  

This funding  does not compete With Crisis needs. 

This museum provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences especially for the county’s 

most vulnerable students through its partnership 

with the school system and public libraries. The 

early learning experiences (birth-5 years) help 

close the achievement gap thus ensuring all kids 

can maximize their potential. Without Wake 

County’s program support Marbles will be 

severely impacted in its capacity to restart 

community programs that make a real difference 

in the lives of the county’s most vulnerable 

citizens. Likewise, Marbles is the second most 

visited destination in Wake County and any delay 

in its reopening will be a further blow to the civic 

recovery. Without Wake County’s continued 

commitment, Marbles will not be able to 

implement the changes necessary to reopen 

safely to the public this summer and so will 

threaten the museum’s  long-term viability 

Caused by the COVID-19 closure.   Thank you for 

your consideration of this most important 

Funding.

Patrick Parker Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Megan Veneris-Parker Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



Amy Sanchez Apex Community 

Organizations

Marbles is an important part of our community 

and resource for families and all children. From 

regularly attending members to visitors traveling 

to come experience it, we need it to be around. 

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles in 

the Wake County budget.

Alexandra Pflaumer Apex Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Children’s 

Museum.

Jacob Rigg Wendell Community 

Organizations

I strongly urge the board to continue funding 

Marbles Kids Museum. During these uncertain 

times it’s important to recognize the value of a 

nonprofit place where children and explore and 

continue to learn.

Andrea Roitman Cary Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Madeleine Mustard Apex Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Hello,    We’d like to request that you restore 

funding to Marbles Kids Museum! We are big 

fans of this museum and have missed it greatly 

during its closure over the last few months. Our 

sons are 1 and 3 and attending this wonderful 

museum has been a great source of early 

education for them. Please restore funding so 

that our county kids can once again enjoy this 

wonderful space for learning and play.     

Sincerely,    The Mustard Family



Sarah Ann Austin Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Pleeeeeease reinstating program funding for 

Marbles in the Wake County FY21 Budget. My 

family has depended on this organization for 

many days of learning and activities. The 

integrated S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and Math) play and discovery is 

something I find hard to to obtain in the 

surrounding communities. My 1 year old, 7 year 

old, and 10 year old all have a fantastic time full 

of imaginative ideas and play. This organization 

opens the door for children to see how Vast their 

imaginations can become

Stephanie Benner Garner Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

It was disappointing to hear of the elimination of 

funding for Marbles Kids Museum for the 

upcoming fiscal year. Marbles is such an asset to 

the community, and already gives so much back 

to families and schools throughout Wake County. 

Especially after facing hardships throughout 

COVID-19, it is imperative Wake County continue 

to support programs and organizations like 

Marbles that help families and schools.



Chantel Blake Cary Community 

Organizations

Marbles Museum is an integral part of the NC 

homeschooling community. Please reconsider 

cutting it's budget. Without your help, they won't 

be able to provide quality education and 

entertainment for our children at a reasonable 

cost and as a family that has already been 

significantly impacted by the events of late, to 

not have an affordable place to take the kids 

after this is some wild be even more devastating

Stacy Whitenight Durham Other/General 

Feedback

We are so lucky to have Marbles children’s 

museum close by. We would be incredibly 

disappointed to see such a wonderful community 

gem lose its funding.

Cindy Hosseini Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please continue to fund Marbles. It is personally 

an integral part of my two children’s childhood 

and an asset to the community. It’s one of the 

reasons my family lives in downtown. So many 

children benefit from their educational programs 

and it’s a huge draw to the triangle for families.     

Wake County children need Marbles! Wake 

County teachers need Marbles. Wake County 

parents and grandparents need Marbles. Wake 

County tourism and workforce recruiters need 

Marble.



Jessica Bergstrom Inman Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please reinstate Marbles Children’s Museum back 

into the budget!  We love this museum and we 

visit it often when visiting relatives in the area!  

This is an amazing opportunity for children to 

learn, explore and discover. The cost is low and 

affordable for many families who can’t afford 

other educational opportunities. My children will 

have many memories from going here. Please 

consider keeping them in the budget.

Jessica Hancock Wendell Community 

Organizations

reinstating program funding for Marbles in the 

Wake County-please give marbles funding!

Jessica Hancock Wendell Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles museum funding request

Mary Ann Azzolini Holly Springs Other/General 

Feedback

My grandson, and the children in the area, love 

the Marbles Museum and it would be a great loss 

for all.  This museum teaches the children so 

much, the are learning and playing at the same 

time.  Things of this nature have made North 

Carolina and this area a wonderful place to raise 

children and I fully support any funding that 

would help to keep this museum open.  Please 

consider it essential to the funding.

Erin Lunsford Durham Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget

Steven Holly Springs Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.



georgia springer raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support Marbles in the upcoming budget.  

Our family has been going there with young 

people since it very first opened and now we go 

there as grandparents with a grandparent 

membership.  It has played a vital role in the 

education and development of ours and so many 

children in Wake County.  Please support it 

financially!

Wesley Schulz Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget. I have the great pleasure 

of serving as the Associate Conductor of the 

North Carolina Symphony. One of my charges is 

to design and lead the majority of Education 

concerts for fourth and fifth graders in Wake 

County. I have witnessed first-hand the impact of 

music and the arts on young people through 

these concerts. Music unlocks creativity, it helps 

young people understand the world and their 

place in it and it provides an emotional outlet. 

Now more than ever, students need access to 

arts, physical education, healthy meals and 

emotional support in addition to subjects like 

reading and math. Wake County’s support of the 

Symphony allows us to visit EVERY elementary 

school in the county thereby having an impact on 

EVERY child. Please, continue support of YOUR 

orchestra and the mission critical need of having 

music in the lives of our youngest citizens.



Mary Huntley Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Marbles Kids Museum is a valuable institution for 

our children. Please include them in your budget!

Autumn Williams Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Please restore funding to Marbles, it is a vital 

institution in Raleigh!  We have been going to 

Marbles for the past 10 years and it has been a 

place my children have explored, imagined in, 

and created things.  Children need a safe place to 

exercise their imagination and Marbles is such a 

wonderful place for children of many ages and 

diverse backgrounds to come explore and has 

many things that families and teachers just 

cannot recreate at home or school.  Raleigh is a 

growing city and top cities to be family friendly 

and have places for everyone downtown, not just 

catering to the young professional or to 

businesses.  Please consider funding Marbles as 

an investment in the next generation and in our 

city's growth.

Gavin Brown Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Ramie Clayton Community 

Organizations

Marbles is an essential staple for the Triangle, not 

just serving Wake county, but many. It drives 

business into shops and restaurants throughout 

the week as parents frequent with smaller 

children during school years. Please do not take 

the funding away from this community corner 

stone.



James Aspenwall Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the NC Symphony 

music education program in Wake County FY21 

budget.   I’m a retired public school teacher.

Craig Dieck Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I want to voice my support to reinstate program 

funding for Marbles in the Wake County FY21 

Budget.    I am a paying Marbles member and I 

have no problem with my Wake County taxes 

continue to do good for the community by 

helping fund Marbles.

Kathryn Aspenwall Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

5312 Night Heron Dr.  Please support funding for 

the NC Symphony music education program in 

Wake County FY21 budget.   I’m a retired music 

educator and know the positive benefit this has.

Caitlin Martin Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Children’s Museum is an important part 

of Wake County.  When I heard Wake County was 

considering cutting the funding to Marbles I was 

heart broken.  I have been bringing my children 

to Marbles for almost eight years.   My youngest 

still has lots of time to enjoy Marbles.  We have a 

membership and go several times a month.  As a 

former teacher we always took our kindergarten 

students to Marbles to learn about the 

community.  Marbles allows children to explore 

in a way parks don’t.  Marbles is one of the best 

children’s museums I have ever visited.  Most 

states don’t come close to having such a 

wonderful experience for children.  This is also a 

tourist destination for families with young 

children.



Douglas Briggs Holly Springs Community 

Organizations

Wake County children need Marbles! Wake 

County teachers need Marbles. Wake County 

parents and grandparents need Marbles. Wake 

County tourism and workforce recruiters need 

Marbles. Marbles is an investment that has 

proven and guaranteed dividends. I request that 

Marbles program funding be reinstated in the 

Wake County budget.

Catharine Arrowood Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I urge you to support funding for the NC 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget. Thank you.

Jo Anne Anne Sanford Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please maintain proper budgetary support for 

Marbles----the contribution to our community  of 

that wonderful space and the programs it offers 

is immeasurable.  And it's a valuable anchor to 

the Moore Square complex.  Thank you

Harvey Albert Schmitt Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I would offer support to both Marbles and the 

Symphony. My grandkids love Marbles and once 

the doors reopen they will be anxious to return. 

Also support the Symphony which is a strong and 

important community asset. Thank you

Petterson Leif Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

This is support for Marbles Kids Museum and its 

current leadership. My daughter has been 

enrolled and we have been very happy with the 

facilities and staff the performance has always 

been excellent, and the kids education, 

enjoyment, and safety has been excellent.  One 

of the best options in the city for both the kids 

and the parents.



Matthew Segal Cary Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Augusta Ceneskie Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony's music education program in Wake 

County's FY21 budget.

Michael Majewski Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

I am submitting my support for Marbles.  I 

believe that this is a unique and necessary facility 

for the enrichment of the young people of our 

area.

Ana Topete Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles does a great job integrating the Hispanic 

community into play, specially families that have 

not access to resources due different situations. 

(Money, language, fear, etc.) I’d hate to see them 

affected by a funds cut, and see amazing 

programs that bring our community together 

cancelled.

christen custodio Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reopen Marbles

Nelea Nicolae Roscot RALEIGH Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

We need marbles opened! We used to be 

members and visited marbles almost daily. It 

provides and incredible safe and enriched 

community/environment for the little ones at an 

affordable price for the parents.  RALEIGH WILL 

NOT BE THE SAME WITHOUT MARBLES!

Joshua B Fisher Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget! It's a hugely important 

service that has great historical importance and 

has served our state for many, many decades.

Tyler Van Steinburgh Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Museum in 

the budget! We love Marbles!



Kristen Dawson Cary Other/General 

Feedback

please reinstate funding for marbles. Us parents 

NEED this for our children and our sanity.   Thank 

you

Don Davis Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Tiffany Haddock Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Lisa Hoskins Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I see that United Arts funding has been drastically 

reduced.  The arts community has already been 

severely affected by the pandemic.  I respectfully 

request that cuts are no more than the 

proportional decrease in the County’s budget.

Samantha Gallup Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget. Having grown up listening 

to the Symphony in Wake County I think this 

organization is a crucial part of our culture and I 

can’t imagine the negative impact to education 

services were the myriad ways the the Symphony 

reaches students lost.

Erin Galbreath Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Our community NEEDS places like Marbles.

Casey Higgins Apex Community 

Organizations

Marbles has been a vital learning environment for 

our family and is disappointing to hear that 

funding has been cut from the budget.  Please 

rectify.



Sarah Cary Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students. Marbles supports kids and 

families in the crucial birth-5 years before they 

enter the school system, with fundamental play-

based programs that set children up for 

educational success once they start kindergarten. 

Early learning experiences help close the 

achievement gap and level the playing field, 

ensuring that all kids have the opportunity to 

thrive and maximize their potential. Current 

funding from Wake County helped Marbles 

quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-Home 

resources during the pandemic. Without Wake 

County’s program funds, Marbles will be unable 

to continue providing learning support that fills 

the gap for families during the extended closure 

of schools and other programs. Marbles Full 

Circle access and inclusion programs annually 

serve more than 52,000 people facing financial 

challenges, language barriers or physical and 

cognitive differences. Without Wake County’s 

program support, Marbles capacity to restart 

community programs will be delayed by months, Ellen Dunston RALEIGH Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

I think marbles kids museum and theater is one 

of the best place for kids to go and 

documentaries they do learn a lot and they love 

their workers so please if you can restore our 

funding at marbles kids museum



Brooke Williams Holly Springs Community 

Organizations

Please consider reinstating funding for Marbles 

Museum. It This museum provides educational 

programs to all children across the county. In a 

time where the education system will most likely 

be restructured, it would be nice to have a place 

for our children of Wake County to have 

something that is fun, familiar,  all while 

providing enrichment to learning.

Ryan Hamlin Raleigh Community 

Organizations

To whom it may concern,    As a member of the 

community who has grown up, gotten married, 

and raised children in Raleigh, it is my sincere 

hope that you decide to re-establish funding for 

what has always been and continues to be a 

foundation of education, creativity, and 

inspiration to kids all over Wake County and 

beyond. Marbles Kids Museum is a place where 

children learn to get excited about learning, and 

the organization has impacted a tremendous 

amount of citizens in a positive way. I know the 

needs of our city are great, but there can be no 

higher purpose than investing in our children, in 

our future. There is no better time to invest in 

our future than right now. Please, keep Marbles a 

part of our community.    Sincerely,     Ryan 

Hamlin

Ricky Bennett Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Jean Corbett Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s education program in Wake County’s 

FY 21 budget.



Denise S Bennett Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Jeffrey Corbett Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Patti Bartis Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please do not discontinue funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum.  Marbles provides an invaluable 

service to families in Wake County.  Our 

community needs Marbles!

Tim Yull Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Ashley Perkinson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s music education program in Wake 

County’s FY21 budget.

Melissa Rhodes Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please restore funding to Marbles! This museum 

is essential to our community's children's 

development.  Wake County teachers need 

Marbles. Wake County parents and grandparents 

need Marbles. Wake County tourism and 

workforce recruiters need Marbles.

Jordan Bacharach Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.



Kerrie Gottschall Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles kids Museum is a vital to our 

community.  Marbles offers so many different 

programs from birth through teenage years. 

Please fun this museum!

Jordan Bacharach Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Local families are eager for Marbles to reopen so 

they can learn, play and connect in a positive and 

accessible environment. Without Wake County’s 

continued commitment, Marbles will be unable 

to implement the operational changes necessary 

to reopen safely to the public this summer, 

elevating the threat to the museum’s long-term 

viability caused by the COVID19 closure.

Laurel Ullman Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please do not exclude Marbles Kids Museum 

from funding! Marbles is an invaluable part of 

Raleigh providing education, entertainment, and 

exceptional value to Raleigh. We are members 

and visit many times per year. I can’t imagine 

Marbles being gone. The low ticket price makes 

this resource accessible for so many in Wake 

County. Please restore its funding!

Jordan Bacharach Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Full Circle access and inclusion programs 

annually serve more than 52,000 people facing 

financial challenges, language barriers or physical 

and cognitive differences. Without Wake 

County’s program support, Marbles capacity to 

restart community programs will be delayed by 

months, if not a full year, removing an essential 

service that makes a real difference in the lives of 

Wake County’s most vulnerable citizens.



Jordan Bacharach Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Current funding from Wake County helped 

Marbles quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-

Home resources during the pandemic. Without 

Wake County’s program funds, Marbles will be 

unable to continue providing learning support 

that fills the gap for families during the extended 

closure of schools and other programs.

Lynne Wilson Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please consider refunding Marbles Children’s 

Museum.  I was a volunteer there and have 

brought my grandchildren there.  I’ve seen the 

educational activity and smiles on children’s 

faces.  In this world of chaos, Marbles is a place of 

fun for families to just get away from it all.  We 

need this!  Thank you for reading this.  God Bless 

You!  Lynne Wilson

Anne Meehan Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate the funding for Marbles 

Museum. I know that the pandemic has caused a 

reduction in revenues, and you have had to make 

cuts, but I don’t think the Museum should be a 

place that should be cut.

Jennifer A Dominguez Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please reinstate public funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum.  Having such a place is crucial for our 

city.  Children's museums across the country 

(think Boston, San Francisco, Charlotte, Durham 

etc) are part of the fabric of the downtown and 

are community builders.  They offer a great 

benefit to its members and to the greater 

community through outreach and programming.  

Please support the children of this fine city and 

the place that brings them all together.



Jordan Bacharach Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.

Kelli Warner Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am writing in opposition to proposed cuts to 

Raleigh's Marbles Kids Museum. Marbles serves 

an important purpose - serving and growing our 

children. Not only do families depend on Marbles 

to provide quality, hands-on activities and 

programming for our youth, but immense 

learning and opportunities not provided 

elsewhere in the area. Please don't cut funding to 

this necessary resource!!!

Diane Boufedji Wendell Community 

Organizations

We love Marbles Kids Museum and the programs 

it offers for the community. My daughter is 4 

years old and enjoys imaginative play areas and 

the opportunity to interact with other children 

her age. We participate in Ready, Set School at 

local libraries and at the museum and I feel the 

programs are essential during their early 

development.



Jordan Bacharach Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles supports kids and families in the crucial 

birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.

MARGO METZGER RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please ensure funding for Marbles Children's 

Museum. It is an educational destination for 

locals and visitors, and it's so important for 

families with young children. I consider it an 

important part of our community fabric.

Amie Becton Wake Forest Other/General 

Feedback

Please support reinstating funding for Marbles 

museum.  This is a vital organization to our 

community that provides hands on learning  

opportunities for our youth to discover, play and 

learn outside of school.  There are many 

enrichment classes and educational benefits that 

Marbles offers.  Marbles is also an attraction for 

not just local children, but for out of town visitors 

to bring families to bringing additional revenue to 

our city.  Please reconsider this funding.   Thank 

you,  Amie Becton



Auditi Chasen Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Hello,  I heard that funding for Marbles is in 

jeopardy and I wanted to express my concern 

over that. Our two children LOVE going to 

marbles and we rely on Marbles not only to 

provide educational programming for our kids, 

but it's also a key part of our downtown and east 

Raleigh community.    Please keep funding for 

Marbles. I think many parents, myself included, 

would go insane if our children didn't have an 

outlet like Marbles to go to :)    Thanks for your 

consideration.  Auditi Chasen

Beth Eiserloh Johnson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids a Museum is essential for all 

Triangle area families. It provides a safe, clean, 

climate controlled space for ALL families 

(regardless of income) to use. It encourages play 

and creativity and builds community. It’s a 

treasure that we need protected. Plus, it’s a huge 

draw for suburban families to even come into the 

city (and spend their money downtown). Please 

support funding for Marbles! We need it!

Monica Malisos Garner Community 

Organizations

Marbles (especially their special needs nights) 

have been pivotal for my children's physical, 

neural and social development. This is my 

children's favorite museum to attend. Please 

reconsider supporting them for the new year. 

Thank you so much for your time. From a special 

needs mom of 2.



Shelley Scanlon Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Tamara Robertson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Museums should be refunded, and 

here’s a few reasons why: It’s the place that helps 

to keep me and other young adults young 

through volunteer work and fundraising, it’s a 

place where kids grow, learn, and have so much 

creative fun, and the employees genuinely enjoy 

working with diverse families and creating 

community wide programs to reach as many 

young people as they can. Please reconsider the 

funding for this amazing organization! Our youth 

need it.



Sarah Wood Raleigh Community 

Organizations

PLEASE keep Marbles in the Wake Co Budget! It is 

a critical resource for our community for SO 

many reasons. We as a community will suffer if 

Marbles faces trouble due to decreased funding. 

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Fatima Frumkin raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Please do not close Marbles! this is our favorite 

family play place, without it, we would be 

downtown maybe once a month. This is the most 

fantastic kids museum ever!

Helen Everitt Cary Community 

Organizations

Marbles kids museum is a great educational 

facility for kids and shows children of all ages that 

learning is FUN! It absolutely needs to be funded 

in order to improve the educational foundation 

of our community.

Niki Livingston Raleigh Community 

Organizations

please fund Marbles as needed to allow for camps

Diana E Streng Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please ensure that Marbles children's museum 

receives adequate funding! My kids love going 

there to learn and play, and we would be 

devastated if Marbles closed its doors.

Joanne Cameron Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support Marbles kids museum. My toddler 

loves going there and is always learning 

something new there.



Bonnie Melton Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider fulfilling Marbles Kid Museum 

funding request. They are an asset to our 

community.

Heather Gnouma Holly Springs Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles in 

the Wake County FY21 Budget. Both of my 

children have learned so much from Marbles and 

their special needs program is extremely 

important to the community. It is very important 

to continue offering it for our children of all 

needs.

Kristen  Sherman Cary Community 

Organizations

Please continue the funding for marbles 

museum! This facility is beyond compare with 

regard to innovative and engaging activities for 

children. Especially given the impact on children 

of currently not being able to attend school per 

usual, as part of their emotional recovery as we 

move forward, marbles is more important than 

ever! Thank you for your consideration.

Melissa Green Fuquay-Varina Community 

Organizations

Marbles Museum is an essential need for our 

community, especially as we move forward on 

making up for the loss of direct,  in-person 

instruction our students have experienced since 

mid-March. Marbles Museum's programs and 

efforts will be instrumental in our overall 

recovery and we need them to have funding so 

they can reach and enrich our students' learning.



Nicole Rogers Morrisville Community 

Organizations

Please prioritize United Arts funding because the 

arts mean business. The arts are a major 

economic driver for Wake County (19,873 full-

time jobs and $27 million in local government 

revenue according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 

5), and United Arts supported this work through 

53 grants to organizations, municipalities, and 

artists this past year. Additionally, arts 

organizations are net payers to the County 

government through remitting sales tax on our 

tickets and concessions.



Monica Herold Cary Community 

Organizations

My family along with many of our friends & 

neighbors are eager for Marbles to reopen so our 

children can learn, play and connect in a positive 

environment.  Before COVID19, our family would 

have a family outing to Marbles at least once per 

week to let our 2.5 year old son, Aaron learn and 

develop in a safe and fun environment!  We miss 

it dearly and would be devastated if Marbles did 

not reopen.  Marbles provides an environment 

that supports kids and families in the crucial birth-

5 years before they enter the school system, with 

fundamental play-based programs that set 

children up for educational success once they 

start kindergarten. Early learning experiences 

help close the achievement gap and level the 

playing field, ensuring that all kids have the 

opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.  This is directly applicable to our son 

and our family’s needs.  Without Wake County’s 

continued commitment, Marbles will be unable 

to implement the operational changes necessary 

to reopen safely to the public this summer, 

elevating the threat to the museum’s long-term 

viability caused by the COVID19 closure.  Please 

take the time to read this and consider providing 

enough funding to Marbles.  Us along with so 

many other local families need it!  Thank you!



Kathy Moriarty Cary Community 

Organizations

Marbles supports kids and families in the crucial 

birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.

Lacey DellaPace Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider reinstating program funding for 

Marbles in the Wake County FY21 Budget. This 

museum offers so much for the community and 

children of Raleigh. Whenever we have family & 

friends come to town, this is one of the first 

places we bring them & their children and they 

are always impressed by Marbles and what an 

amazing place it is. We hope it can continue it's 

programs & the wonderful things it offers to the 

community!



Mary Poole Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

1) As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.    2) Please 

prioritize United Arts funding because the arts 

mean business. The arts are a major economic 

driver for Wake County (19,873 full-time jobs and 

$27 million in local government revenue 

according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 5), and 

United Arts supported this work through 53 

grants to organizations, municipalities, and artists 

this past year. Additionally, arts organizations are 

net payers to the County government through 

remitting sales tax on our tickets and 

concessions.     3) United Arts is the key conduit 

for arts education in the schools in Wake County 

through its Artists in Schools program which 

reaches 120,000 children annually, in addition to 

providing grants for afterschool and summer 

youth arts education throughout the county. 

Given the needs of children for social and 

emotional learning, especially vulnerable 

populations, this is not the time to make less arts 

programming available.



Jonathan Douglas Kappler Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Support for Marbles Kids Museum is critical. Not 

only is it a huge economic driver for our 

community - attracting thousands of visitors to 

Wake County (and their associated spending) it's 

quality programming is vital to our community's 

children. Now, more than ever, the kind of 

programs Marbles creates is essential. During and 

after challenges like we are experiencing now, 

play and the playful learning is critical for our kids 

and their families. It has benefits far beyond the 

moments of joy experienced at Marbles, it has 

ripples benefiting our entire community.

Morgan Clark Apex Community 

Organizations

Please continue funding for Marbles Kids 

museum!   Marbles supports kids and families in 

the crucial birth-5 years before they enter the 

school system, with fundamental play-based 

programs that set children up for educational 

success once they start kindergarten. Early 

learning experiences help close the achievement 

gap and level the playing field, ensuring that all 

kids have the opportunity to thrive and maximize 

their potential.



Corrie MacNeil Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is more than just a place to 

play. Marbles has made a personal impact on my 

own family, as well as countless friends and 

family. I have seen this impact so much in the last 

couple weeks during quarantine when my 

daughter has shown skills that she learned 

through playing at Marbles. These are 21 century 

skills like perseverance, problem solving, 

resiliency and self efficacy. These are the skills 

that our children need to enter the world, to 

become future leaders, and citizens, and they are 

learning them at Marbles. The early learning 

programs that Marbles runs have given my 

daughter and myself the confidence she needs as 

she heads in kindergarten next year, and are 

essential for her success as she enters school. The 

programs offered at no-cost to families of at risk 

preschoolers have given them the chance of 

closing the achievement gap and have made a 

real difference. Please reinstate funding for 

Marbles Kids Museum. It is an essential part of 

Raleigh community and we cannot do without 

the programs that give everyone access to the 

learning and play within its walls. Thank you!



Carolyn Mercer Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please include Marbles museum in your budget. 

As a family living downtown, we are short on 

space and rely on marbles for fun activities and 

new toys to play with. It also is so important for 

children to be exposed to science at a young age, 

it will make our community a better place. They 

also put on several events which my child has 

really enjoyed.

Jennifer T  Whiteside Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Restore/increase funding for Marbles Children 

Museum

Kathleen Lovin Clayton Other/General 

Feedback

Please fund Marbles Kids Museum

Jeremy Watson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding  for Marbles in the Wake 

County FY21 Budget.  It is a wonderful place for 

my kids to play and learn.  The staff is excellent.  I 

know personally know many families that come 

from far away to visit Marbles.

Josh Komis Apex Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles is a community staple and valuable 

resource for learning and childhood 

development. Please give funding out of the 

budget. We know finances are tight now, but 

future development of children has to be a top 

priority. The return is well worth the investment 

now.

Joy Price Oak City Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles in 

the wake County FY21 Budget. My son has 

learning disabilities and my other two children 

have occupational therapy concerns and marbles 

has changed our life! Such a warm community 

place to be accepted and have fun.



Jonathan Weinstein Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Do not eliminate funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum.

Mya Han Durham Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a very important community 

organization that needs the support from its 

governments and people. It is an imperative 

organization to the community and the tourism it 

will bring to the area. Please don’t cut any 

funding!

Charles Lau Raleigh Community 

Organizations

It is extremely Important to me and my family 

that Marbles Museum not have its budget cut. 

This institution is a key part of social and 

educational life for children throughout wake 

county. It would be deeply sorrowful for its cut 

funding to be cut.

Yvonne Hardy Kinston Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles is so important to our whole state!  I 

have 5 grandchildren in Wake county that visit 

Marbles frequently.  I am a teacher in Eastern NC 

that visits frequently. Please keep Marbles 

funded.

Emily Behr Chapel hill Community 

Organizations

Marbles children’s museum plays a huge part in 

the community.



Keshia Shavon Martin Morrisville Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

I know that budgets are very tight due to the 

pandemic, and asking to continue supporting 

Marbles at the capacity they have received in the 

past may not be possible, but I feel the 

commissioners should consider providing some 

level of support to Marbles.  The programming it 

provides to our children, especially those who 

have very limited resources, can not be matched 

elsewhere.  It may seem like a luxury to some but 

many of our struggling kids need a place where 

they can learn through play as their schools aren't 

equipped to provide such a dynamic learning 

environment and their own resources are 

extremely limited.



Jennifer Roe Garner Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.     Current funding from 

Wake County helped Marbles quickly pivot to 

provide playful Learn-at-Home resources during 

the pandemic. Without Wake County’s program 

funds, Marbles will be unable to continue 

providing learning support that fills the gap for 

families during the extended closure of schools 

and other programs.      Marbles Full Circle access 

and inclusion programs annually serve more than 

52,000 people facing financial challenges, 

language barriers or physical and cognitive 

differences. Without Wake County’s program 

support, Marbles capacity to restart community 

programs will be delayed by months, if not a full 

year, removing an essential service that makes a 

real difference in the lives of Wake County’s most 

vulnerable citizens.      Marbles is a world-class 

children’s museum and a beacon for family 

visitors, resulting in local economic impact of $24 

million each year. With local tourism and 

hospitality among the industries hardest hit by 

the pandemic, jeopardizing the reopening of 



Marlana Whitley Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.       Marbles supports kids 

and families in the crucial birth-5 years before 

they enter the school system, with fundamental 

play-based programs that set children up for 

educational success once they start kindergarten. 

Early learning experiences help close the 

achievement gap and level the playing field, 

ensuring that all kids have the opportunity to 

thrive and maximize their potential.        Current 

funding from Wake County helped Marbles 

quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-Home 

resources during the pandemic. Without Wake 

County’s program funds, Marbles will be unable 

to continue providing learning support that fills 

the gap for families during the extended closure 

of schools and other programs.        Marbles Full 

Circle access and inclusion programs annually 

serve more than 52,000 people facing financial 

challenges, language barriers or physical and 

cognitive differences. Without Wake County’s 

program support, Marbles capacity to restart 

community programs will be delayed by months, 



Meredith Laing Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support the continuation of funding for 

the North Carolina Symphony’s music education 

program in Wake County’s FY21 budget. This long-

standing funding allows the Symphony to provide 

essential music education to $100,000 Wake 

County students annually, including children at 

each and every elementary school in the county.

Sarah Allen Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please keep funding Marbles. It is such a 

necessary resource for our kids’ hands on 

learning!

Diane Reeves Cary Community 

Organizations

Cut funding for Marbles? How about ditching the 

completely unnecesary and wildly expensive road 

widening project on Reedy Creek Road instead? 

That way you can put the public funds to better 

use on community services and projects that 

actually benefit the people of Wake County.

Mary Anne Howard Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Children’s Museum provides a valuable 

service to children and families that do not have 

the resources to buy a membership.  It has been 

listed as the sixth most visited site in North 

Carolina and brings families to  downtown 

Raleigh.  Please continue to provide support for 

this well managed organization for children.  It is 

another educational tool for our children.  The 

County support is critical.    Thank you for your 

support!

Erin C Tracy Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Wake County children need Marbles!



Kate Gaskins Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Protect all Marbles funding!

Kaleem Javed Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Dear Wake commissioners  My family is one of 

scores whose children with certain learning 

disabilities or delays has greatly benefitted from 

Marbles kids Museum.  I am strongly convicted 

that the services and programes of Marbles kids 

museum greatly help educate children to 

compete at the parity age levels. My family still is 

benefitting from the museum and i believe the 

ourpublic tax dolors should be spent to help 

Marbles museum sustain. Please consider to 

allocate ful requested budget for Marbles as this 

will benefit our whole county to build on better 

future for our children.

Bill and Debbie Pappas Raleigh Community 

Organizations

We wholeheartedly support funding for Marbles 

Kids' Museum. It has been and continues to be a 

key educational and developmental program for 

Wake County's young children, and has expanded 

and constantly improved its programs for the 

betterment of our community.



Tracey Marshall Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences that enhance Wake County’s 

education continuum. Without Wake County 

program support, Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful pre-K outreach, school readiness 

programs and family learning experiences for the 

county’s most vulnerable students.    Without 

program funding, Marbles will be unable to serve 

the 52,000+ families in our community facing 

various challenges. Please reinstate Marbles 

program funding!

Erika Stoll Wake Forest Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Museum is an integral part to many 

children’s lives and is important to keep funded 

for our community.

William White Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a fantastic organization that continues 

to provide value to our community in many 

different way. It absolutely needs to be a priority 

to the county to keep funding for this 

organization in the budget.



Mary D Englund Chapel Hill Community 

Organizations

The minute my grandson--a resident of Raleigh--

turned two, we joined Marbleworks. It became 

our go-to each week when my partner and I were 

on grandparent-duty. We certainly would have 

survived without it, but, boy, it wouldn't have 

been half as much fun. Please make sure it's up 

and running--and the quality doesn't diminish--

when viruses are over and we're back playing and 

learning together. Thanks!

Kaitlin Wendt Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please allow program funding  for Marbles in the 

upcoming budget. Marbles has had an incredible 

impact on my child as well as other children I 

know!

TaKwanda Lawrence Durham Libraries WE appreciate everything that Marbles gives to 

our community.  The serves are beyond anything 

that can be recognized.  We are thankful and very 

glad Marbles is available to the Wake Community 

and neighboring areas.

Callie Kirsch Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.



Alice Bond Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum has positively impacted 

the lives of so many since it’s inception. It is an 

absolutely vital piece of our community. The 

closer the opportunities I’ve had to work with 

and for Marbles, the clearer that became. To any 

who truly believe Marbles should be defunded, I 

challenge you: do your research on what they do, 

and who they’ve reached. COVID is impacting our 

community and communities everywhere, and 

it’s revealing what we truly value. Despite having 

to remain closed, Team Marbles has continued to 

reach out to the community in helping them play 

well. Play isn’t just leisure or something to pass 

the time. Einstein even went so far as to say that 

play is the highest form of research.     Our 

community has enough problems as is. Don’t 

defund an organization that’s helping solve some 

of those problems. Don’t take away a significant 

support for the education system. To defund 

Marbles is to be a part of divesting children, and 

therefore, the future of our community.

Nancy Cook Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate the funding for Marbles 

Children’s Museum. This is a vital educational 

resource for the children of our area, a draw for 

downtown and something special the city of 

Raleigh cannot let slide!!



Kaitlin Mathe Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum. My kids have had some many 

great educational experiences there, both as 

members and paying-per-visit. It is a unique place 

and adds much to the city.

Sarah Berger cary Community 

Organizations

Please ensure marbles keeps their funding they 

are extremely important to the community.

Rebecca Lassiter Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Marbles is an important part of our community. It 

is more than just the museum and the building 

downtown - it's about the broader impact they 

have. Please continue to support this local gem.

Racquel Holmes Durham Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles supports kids and families in the crucial 

birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.

Jessika Coe-Wuthenow Apex Other/General 

Feedback

Please reconsidering funding for Marbles 

Museum. It provides an incredible learning 

opportunity for children in our county and needs 

support to continue.



Jordan Hayes Zebulon Community 

Organizations

I am a volunteer at Marbles Children's Museum - 

I'm writing to urge you to prioritize reinstating 

program funding for the museum for the FY 2021 

Budget.    I have been a volunteer at the museum 

for over two years now and I have loved being a 

part of the amazing learning experiences and play 

opportunities for all children and families in the 

Raleigh community. It is so rewarding to work 

with children from different backgrounds in the 

same quality environment and help support and 

provide rewarding, impactful learning 

opportunities for all in the museum. Without 

continued program support, I am very concerned 

for the quality of our local community programs 

that promote play and learning experiences for 

children across Wake County.

Louise York Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am a past board member and long time 

supporter of Marbles Kids Museum. The work 

they do for families in our community is 

invaluable. PLEASE reinstate funding for Marbles.

Zachary Mitchell Apex Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a critical part of the Raleigh 

community. I used to take my brother there over 

10 years ago and in recent years I have spent 

countless hours volunteering my time with 

Marbles. The funding needs to be restored, as it 

mission critical to the operations at Marbles Kids 

Museum.



CHRISTINE ARSENEAULT raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Joanna Weaver Timberlake Community 

Organizations

I am not a resident of wake county or even 

Durham county.  I drive all the way from person 

county several times a year and often multiple 

times a month to visit what I count as the BEST 

children’s museum EVER!  My children have 

benefited from what Marbles has to offer time 

and time again.  Even at 5, 7 and 8 they still ask to 

go.  Please reconsider adding Marbles Children’s 

Museum back into the budget.  It is an asset to 

my kids’ education and I’m sure so many others 

as well.

Carly Middleton Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles offers so much to this community and 

the future of our young people. If we loose 

funding and Marbles closes there will be a great 

loss felt!



Jamie Katz Court Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Thank you for all of the work that you have been 

doing to help support the people of Wake County 

since shelter-in-place began in March. While I 

recognize the vast challenges faced in this year's 

budget, I am writing to urge you to prioritize 

funding for the arts, and particularly the United 

Arts Council of Raleigh and Wake County. As a 

supporter and believer in the power of the arts, I 

am writing today to ask you to prioritize United 

Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture sector will need to 

survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts. Thank you 

for your hard work and consideration.



Landen Hescock Raleigh Community 

Organizations

To whom it may concern:     Thank you for taking 

the time to read this, it means a lot to me that 

you care enough to take the time to see this.    

Please reconsider cutting funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum.  While it may seem like an easy 

expense to cut, they are creating school 

readiness and full circle programs for children 

who can’t afford preschool or library access so 

they are prepared for elementary school. With 

these programs Marbles serves 52,000 families 

with financial challenges/language 

barriers/disabilities.    This funding is going to be 

even more crucial once we're all able to go back 

to the new normal.  These children are likely not 

getting adequate learning tools in their homes 

currently which inevitably will but them behind in 

their learning growth.  This funding allows them a 

chance.    Please make the decision to not cut this 

funding.

Ballard Joan Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery.



Carolyn R Beggs Cary Community 

Organizations

I am writing to request that you reinstate 

program funding for Marbles in the Wake County 

FY21 Budget.  I have 3 children and Marbles has 

been a fixture in our lives since they were born.  

We cherish our time at Marbles.  Sometimes they 

play in just 1-2 areas and other times we explore 

the entire Museum.  When we have family visit 

from out of state, we always make a trip to 

Marbles.  It is so unique to our area and such a 

critical part of early childhood development in 

Wake County.  I would rate it right up there with 

having a great library system.  Our family would 

be devastated if Marbles did not receive the 

funding it needs to provide the resources for our 

children.

Jessica Conner Holly Springs Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please reconsider funding for Marbles Children's 

Museum. They are a fantastic community 

resource and I would hate to lose them.

Elizabeth Draper Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I want to express my support of Marbles Museum 

and ask that their funding please be reinstated. 

My children are members and we visit the 

museum at least once a week during normal 

operation. We would lose a very valuable 

educational experience in our city without this 

amazing place!!



BRITTANY JOY HARTER KEITH CARY Community 

Organizations

Please do not cut public wake county funding for 

Marbles Children's Museum. My family and I visit 

and participate in the events and activities at the 

museum several times a month, and would be 

devastated if it were not able to operate due to 

budget cuts.

Ballard Joan Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Marbles supports kids and families in the crucial 

birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.

Phaedra Boinodiris morrisville Community 

Organizations

Current funding from Wake County helped 

Marbles quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-

Home resources during the pandemic. Without 

Wake County’s program funds, Marbles will be 

unable to continue providing learning support 

that fills the gap for families during the extended 

closure of schools and other programs.

Samantha Briley Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Going to Marbles is a way for my 1 year old to 

actively play and work on development. He's 

played with other children his age and play in 

environments that we can't even come close to 

providing on our own. It's been a vital form of 

interaction since his birth. Our family wants to 

safely return there as soon as we can!



Susan Best Clayton Community 

Organizations

Marbles is vital to early childhood education and 

development to children in Raleigh and far 

reaching surrounding areas! Play is the work of 

childhood and it’s necessary for good 

development.  Marbles does the work that sets 

thousands of children on a trajectory of 

social/emotional and cognitive success.  What 

Marbles does for young children affects the 

choices they have and they choices they will 

make throughout their lives!  Please find Marbles-

it is soooo important for children and families, 

now, more than ever!

Lisa Mudd Southern Pines Community 

Organizations

Please restore funding for Marbles!  I support the 

reinstating program funding for Marbles in the 

Wake County FY21 Budget.     I work with seniors 

in an independent loving community in Moore 

County (Belle Meade and Pine Knoll at St. Joseph 

of the Pines) and the Marbles/IMAX is a HUGE 

draw for our group visits to Raleigh.  The 2 

entities that make up the Marbles/IMAX are 

invaluable to not just seniors, but all the students 

from the area schools and beyond who venture 

to take advantage of the programming, IMAX 

movies, workshops and museum features.    

Marbles/IMAX is an amazing resource to the 

community and should receive the funding to 

keep this viable asset available to the community.



Gina Henderson Garner Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Full Circle access and inclusion programs 

annually serve more than 52,000 people facing 

financial challenges, language barriers or physical 

and cognitive differences. Without Wake 

County’s program support, Marbles capacity to 

restart community programs will be delayed by 

months, if not a full year, removing an essential 

service that makes a real difference in the lives of 

Wake County’s most vulnerable citizens.

Nathan K Routh Cary Community 

Organizations

1) Marbles supports kids and families in the 

crucial birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.  2) Marbles is a world-class children’s 

museum and a beacon for family visitors, 

resulting in local economic impact of $24 million 

each year. With local tourism and hospitality 

among the industries hardest hit by the 

pandemic, jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles 

- the second most visited destination in Wake 

County - will be a further blow to civic recovery.



Nicole Szuba Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Having an anchor activity like Marbles allows 

families to visit the downtown area for the day, 

patronizing restaurants, shops, festivals, etc. 

Without it, there would be far less foot traffic in 

the area.    Marbles is a world-class children’s 

museum and a beacon for family visitors, 

resulting in local economic impact of $24 million 

each year. With local tourism and hospitality 

among the industries hardest hit by the 

pandemic, jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles 

- the second most visited destination in Wake 

County - will be a further blow to civic recovery.

Ballard Joan Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Local families are eager for Marbles to reopen so 

they can learn, play and connect in a positive and 

accessible environment. Without Wake County’s 

continued commitment, Marbles will be unable 

to implement the operational changes necessary 

to reopen safely to the public this summer, 

elevating the threat to the museum’s long-term 

viability caused by the COVID19 closure.

Kera Adams Clayton Community 

Organizations

I along with many other families hope you 

reconsider reinstating program funding for 

Marbles in the Wake County FY21 Budget



Julie Sereque Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

MY family is eager for Marbles to reopen so we 

can learn, play and connect in a positive and 

accessible environment. Marbles is our 

community! I’m pretty sure we visited Marbles 

before we ever even moved to Raleigh and have 

been back countless times with our three young 

children since moving here!

Alan Hymowitz Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Restore last years funding to all essential 

community treasures, including Marbles 

Museum. Raise taxes as necessary to take care of 

this.

Jim Erlinger Raleigh Community 

Organizations

When I was being recruited to be General 

Counsel of Quintiles, an environment that was 

family friendly was critical. Marbles stood out in 

that regard. So much so, that my wife quickly 

joined the board.  We’ve subsequently learned 

about what a great community partner Marbles is 

and a rich asset to the community. If Wake 

County wants to continue to attract and retain 

top talent and corporate headquarters, we must 

continue to invest in community assets like 

Marbles. Please continue its funding.



Jennifer Bell HOLLY SPRINGS Other/General 

Feedback

North Caroline needs Marbles. Marbles is a 

critical source of support for families with young 

children.  My children are now 22, 19, and 11.  I 

took all three to Marbles when they were 

younger. It was our go to place for family-friendly 

entertainment and early education. They learned 

an appreciation for engineering with Marbles 

building exhibit, they got to experience hoicky 

with Marnles indoor hockey rink, they explored 

gardening in Marbles awesome native and edible 

gardens.  When my daughter was in middle 

school she gained leardership experience and 

learned about nano-science and how to teach 

through play as a Marbles Play Amassador. All 

families with young children should have the 

same affordable access to that unique learning 

experience.  It is a destination for families from 

all over NC.

Leah Wiebe-Smith Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Museum is a continued draw for bringing 

families to our county and to experience what 

the area has to offer...without this resource, 

downtown Raleigh's focus is primarily on 

restaurants and bars.     We need a diversity of 

visitors who will populate our spaces at all times 

of the days...Marbles enlivens our community--

please support this organization during this 

challenging time...



Jaclyn Smith Wake Forest Other/General 

Feedback

Wake County children need Marbles! Wake 

County teachers need Marbles. Wake County 

parents and grandparents need Marbles. Wake 

County tourism and workforce recruiters need 

Marbles. Request that Marbles program funding 

be reinstated in the Wake County budget.

Phillip Gilmore Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

I have heard that funding for Marbles is to be cut 

out of the budget. I am very opposed to this. I 

have two children that get a lot out of that 

organization and it would be detrimental to see 

that hindered. I do not support the cutting our 

future generation out of the budget. They are our 

future and they learn a lot there.

Elizabeth Kirby RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please keep marbles kids museum in the budget. 

My children and their friends would be very sad 

to loose this amazing museum. They have done a 

great job of also keeping us entertained during 

the pandemic with daily doses of play.

Kenneth R Hubbell RALEIGH Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

We have all heard that STEM education is critical 

to the success of the young people of Wake 

County in our care. Wake County teachers need 

Marbles. Wake County parents and grandparents 

need Marbles. Wake County tourism and 

workforce recruiters need Marbles. Please 

reinstate the Marbles program funding in the 

Wake County budget.



Karen Mitchel Wendell Community 

Organizations

Marbles is the centerpiece of Raleigh for children!  

 It is a happy place where children have fun and 

play and learn.  It is an essential part of the city 

and definitely needs to be funded!  Please 

consider Marbles as part of your budget.  It will 

be well worth it.

Bridget Harrington Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I'd like to request that Marbles program funding 

be reinstated in the Wake County budget.

Brooke Alhanti Raleigh Community 

Organizations

My family is eager for Marbles to reopen so we 

can learn, play and connect in a positive and 

accessible environment. Without Wake County’s 

continued commitment, Marbles will be unable 

to implement the operational changes necessary 

to reopen safely to the public this summer, 

elevating the threat to the museum’s long-term 

viability caused by the COVID19 closure. Please 

help this wonderful community resource reopen!



Samantha Plummer Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I would like to request program funding for 

Marbles Kids Museum be reinstated. The out-of-

classroom learning programs that marbles 

provides serves 52,000+ families in our 

community facing various challenges. These 

challenges may be financial, language barriers, or 

disabilities, so many of these children do not 

have the means to attend preschool, thus are at a 

huge disadvantage when kindergarten starts and 

they are ultimately unprepared. Marbles' 

partnership with local libraries is irreplaceable 

and absolutely crucial to developing the minds of 

our young children. Please give these children a 

chance by reinstating the program funding so 

Marbles can continue to provide this outreach 

free of cost. If these programs were dissolved, it 

would take years to recreate them after COVID-

19, and so many children would miss out on the 

wonderful opportunities this organization 

provides. Thank you for your consideration!

Rajesh Gollapudi Cary Community 

Organizations

We support Marbles museums and have been 

visiting Marbles for the past 5 years. I would like 

to support reinstating funding for Marbles in the 

Wake County FY21 Budget.     I have visited 

similar museums in other states over the last 2 

years, but I think Marbles is a very well run 

organization that benefits a lot of people.



Megan Black Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I would like to see reinstatement of program 

funding for Marbles in the Wake County FY21 

Budget. We need Marbles in our community!

Mandi Peterson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

We have lived in Raleigh for 5 years, and Marbles 

is one of the reasons this city was so appealing to 

our family with multiple young children. Since 

moving here, we have been members each year 

and spent countless hours exploring and learning 

at Marbles. Marbles offers necessary education 

and enrichment programs to people in this area, 

especially low-income families. Beyond local 

visitors, many people travel to Raleigh to bring 

their kids to Marbles, which further helps to 

stimulate the local economy. Marbles is a Raleigh 

staple for people with children, and I cannot 

fathom how much Raleigh will lose if Marbles 

loses its key funding.

Adrienne Guilherme Raleigh Community 

Organizations

My family is eager for Marbles to reopen so we 

can learn, play and connect in a positive and 

accessible environment. Without Wake County’s 

continued commitment, Marbles will be unable 

to implement the operational changes necessary 

to reopen safely to the public this summer, 

elevating the threat to the museum’s long-term 

viability caused by the COVID19 closure.  Please 

help support Marbles and our family!



Emily Clark Knightdale Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles Kids Museum is vital to the education 

and development to children across, not just 

Wake County, but across the entire country. To 

reduce their funding means the reduction of so 

much more than a place to play. It’s a place for 

the parent/child bond to grow, for those at 

reduced economic advantage to gain a leg up, for 

other non-profits to gather and further their 

mission. Please reconsider reducing their funds. 

The money provided is responsibly spent and 

very much needed.

Giles Rhodenhiser Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles supports kids and families in the crucial 

birth-5 years before they enter the school 

system, with fundamental play-based programs 

that set children up for educational success once 

they start kindergarten. Early learning 

experiences help close the achievement gap and 

level the playing field, ensuring that all kids have 

the opportunity to thrive and maximize their 

potential.

Alexander Gertsen Cary Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Please reconsider funding for Marbles children’s 

Museum. Marbles is an incredible operation in 

Raleigh and an invaluable resource for children. 

We have lived in many parts of the country and 

have yet to find a place comparable to Marbles. 

Thank you for all you do and your consideration 

in this matter.



Becky Shaw Durham Community 

Organizations

Do you want to encourage more people to come 

down town, especially families and people from 

other counties?  Marbles is the second most 

visited destination in Wake County - limiting its 

funding will be a further blow to civic recovery 

from COVID 19 closure.

Alexis Trost Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding to Marbles Kids 

Museum. Marbles Kid Museum's learning at 

home programs have been critical during the 

shutdown and will remain a much needed 

resource in the coming year as communities 

adjust to potential at-home learning realities.

Calvin Olsen Chapel Hill Community 

Organizations

My family and I drive in from Orange County 

multiple times a month to visit Marbles Kids 

Museum. To lose such a wonderful, effective, and 

engaging resource for the children in and around 

Wake county would be a shame. Marbles is a 

community space unlike any other in all of North 

Carolina where schools and individuals can learn 

through engagement, and it deserves funding in 

perpetuity.

Sarah Pearce Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Wake County children need Marbles! Wake 

County teachers need Marbles. Wake County 

parents and grandparents need Marbles. Wake 

County tourism and workforce recruiters need 

Marbles. I support reinstating program 

funding for Marbles in the Wake County FY21 

Budget.

Courtney Guilfoile Apex Community 

Organizations

I support of reinstating program funding for 

Marbles in the Wake County FY21 Budget



Natalie Narron Clayton Community 

Organizations

Please do not cut funding to Marbles.  Marbles 

serves such a critical function in Wake County 

and so many other counties in NC by providing 

interactive, hands-on play for children of all ages. 

My husband works here, but even before this we 

have always loved Marbles.  Our 2 year old son 

knows his dad works at Marbles and is very proud 

of that, even at the ripe young age of 2.  His 

favorite place in the world is going to Marbles to 

see where his daddy works.  Marbles serves too 

critical a role in Wake and surrounding counties, 

not to mention the vibrancy of downtown 

Raleigh, and would be lost without it.  Marbles 

could not survive without this funding. Please 

reconsider this decision for the sake of Wake 

County's children, teachers, Marbles' employees, 

and so many others.

Jacqueline G Vaughn RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

I am in support of reinstating program funding for 

Marbles in the Wake County FY21 Budget. This is 

one of the best and few museums that help 

children and families develop and thrive. This is a 

shining light in Raleigh and must be preserved. 

My 5, 3, and little baby have developed so much 

confidence through this amazing museum.



Catherine Wood Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Local families are eager for Marbles to reopen so 

they can learn, play and connect in a positive and 

accessible environment. Without Wake County’s 

continued commitment, Marbles will be unable 

to implement the operational changes necessary 

to reopen safely to the public this summer, 

elevating the threat to the museum’s long-term 

viability caused by the COVID19 closure.

Jessica Hamm Lieb Knightdale Community 

Organizations

We adore Marbles and wholly support reinstating 

funding for Marbles. My family of 6 have been 

visiting Marbles for over 11 years and we hope to 

continue visits for many more.

Katharine Cary Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please fund Marbles

Kim Raynor Wake Forest Nc Community 

Organizations

I am writing in regards to the proposed cuts to 

Marbles, Boys and Girls Clubs, Interact and our 

local nonprofits - this is not the time to cut this 

funding- this is when these organizations need 

our commissioners support the most. These 

programs are the essential - please do the right 

thing and keep the funding as is.

Denise Dworznicki Cary Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles program funding in the 

Wake County budget

Carolyn Smith Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

My kids love marbles kids museum. Please keep 

funding it. It’s a fantastic place for them.



Chris Moore Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is an amazing place and definitely a great 

asset to the City of Raleigh and surrounding areas.

Cassandra Fishback Fuquay Varina Other/General 

Feedback

SAVE FUNDING FOR MARBLES!

Wake Count Resident Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

While I believe Marbles is important, it is not fair 

that they receive special funding from Wake 

County that is not afforded to all Wake County 

critical agencies.

Charmita Hobson Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please do not close Marbles kids museum.  This is 

a vital & integral part of my children early 

learning...their support & resources have been a 

God sent. Please do this for all children in the 

RDU community

Skip Graham Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is one of the things that makes Wake 

County one of the greatest places to raise kids. It 

is unique and embodies all the best in what a 

parent would want their children to experience. 

It's fun, it's challenging, in educational, it's 

positive and affirming. There is nothing else like it 

in the State - or in most any other State I have 

lived in. Marbles is what Raleigh aspires to 

project and be. It's lose would be tragic. And I 

assure you the commissioners that don't support 

Marbles will be remembered come the next 

election.



Matthew Hurley Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Public education will be one of the engines that 

restarts our economy. Our school system is a job 

creator! As we add more students, we add more 

jobs. Let's not shortchange our economic engine 

in Wake County.  This is not the time to do more 

with less. The $18M is mandated. If not funded 

by commissioners, our schools will have to cut 

other needed programs or do more with less. We 

learned how that harmed our programs and 

impacted our students during the 2008 recession.

Charlotte Holton Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.



JESSICA LAMB WENDELL EMS I would like to publicly state that I am against the 

merger of Cary Area EMS and Eastern Wake EMS 

with Wake County EMS. I live in the eastern part 

of Wake County outside of city limits. I have 

concerns about the response time to an 

emergency, the allocation resources being less or 

pulled from other areas to accommodate the 

citizens, and at this time in a pandemic the loss of 

jobs and the cost of on boarding employees to 

Wake County erasing the possible savings.  If the 

merger is allowed to go through, a valuable part 

of our community will be lost. Please vote against 

this merger. It is a negative options for what is 

perceived as savings and puts many lives at risk.  

Thank you,  Jessica Lamb  7805 Cotona Way 

Wendell 27591

Jamie Giglio Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles.    Current 

funding from Wake County helped Marbles 

quickly pivot to provide playful Learn-at-Home 

resources during the pandemic. Without Wake 

County’s program funds, Marbles will be unable 

to continue providing learning support that fills 

the gap for families during the extended closure 

of schools and other programs.



Melinda Rosenbaum Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please do not cut our community's arts funding 

so severely during this time of great anxiety. Our 

children need the arts! United Arts is the key 

conduit for arts education in the schools in Wake 

County through its Artists in Schools program 

which reaches 120,000 children annually, in 

addition to providing grants for afterschool and 

summer youth arts education throughout the 

county. Given the needs of children for social and 

emotional learning, especially vulnerable 

populations, this is not the time to make less arts 

programming available.

Lori Osborne Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.

Lori Osborne Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles provides critical out-of-classroom 

learning experiences. Without Wake County 

program support Marbles will no longer be able 

to work in partnership with the school system 

and public libraries to provide free-of-charge, 

highly impactful programs for the county’s most 

vulnerable students.



Andrea Osborne Raleigh Community 

Organizations

1) As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.  2) Please 

prioritize United Arts funding because the arts 

mean business. The arts are a major economic 

driver for Wake County (19,873 full-time jobs and 

$27 million in local government revenue 

according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 5), and 

United Arts supported this work through 53 

grants to organizations, municipalities, and artists 

this past year. Additionally, arts organizations are 

net payers to the County government through 

remitting sales tax on our tickets and 

concessions.   3) United Arts is the key conduit for 

arts education in the schools in Wake County 

through its Artists in Schools program which 

reaches 120,000 children annually, in addition to 

providing grants for afterschool and summer 

youth arts education throughout the county. 

Given the needs of children for social and 

emotional learning, especially vulnerable 

populations, this is not the time to make less arts 

programming available.   I understand that times 



Ragen Carlile Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding. The arts mean business. The 

arts are a major economic driver for Wake 

County (19,873 full-time jobs and $27 million in 

local government revenue according to Arts & 

Economic Prosperity 5), and United Arts 

supported this work through 53 grants to 

organizations, municipalities, and artists this past 

year. Additionally, arts organizations are net 

payers to the County government through 

remitting sales tax on our tickets and 

concessions.    These arts organizations, these 

grant recipients, make our community a vibrant 

place to live and work. Know that when United 

Arts receives funding from Wake County, those 

dollars support arts programs across the entire 

county in schools and communities for children 

and adults alike. Please prioritize funding to 

United Arts.



David Heinen RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please support continued funding for nonprofits - 

including Marbles Childrens Museum, United Arts 

Council of Raleigh and Wake County, the NC 

Symphony, InterAct, Communities in Schools, 

Interfaith Food Shuttle, and the Food Bank of 

Central and Eastern NC - in the Wake County 

budget. These organizations all provide important 

resources for our community. As someone who 

works closely with nonprofits across Wake 

County and the state, I have seen how much 

these and other nonprofits are struggling to 

maintain services with reduced revenue and 

shifting needs for services during the COVID-19 

pandemic. I encourage Wake County to keep any 

funding cuts to nonprofits in line with overall 

budget cuts to ease further financial burdens on 

these essential organizations.

Thad Woodard Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding the North Carolina 

Symphony in Wake County's FY21 budget.

Sandi M Macdonald Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding for the North Carolina 

Symphony education program in Wake County 

for FY21

Jeff Glenn Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please support funding the North Carolina 

Symphony in Wake County’s FY21 budget.



Allison Jordan Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.

Laron Boberg Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please, please, fund the arts this year.  I am a 

parent and grandparent very concerned about 

education of my grandchildren during this 

shutdown.  The more we short change the arts 

the more our children will loose.

Taylor Vorbeck Sanford Community 

Organizations

Please, please, please consider funding the full 

amount Marbles Museum has requested for 

funding this year. I can’t put into 500 words what 

this museum means to my family of 4, but I will 

try to sum up. Experience, memories, growth 

ability, fun, laughter, can I say experiences one 

more time! Where else is my kindergartener 

going to be able to go that will offer the 

experiences that my oldest daughter was able to 

do, ride a school bus with her mom just to get 

comfortable, stand in a lunch line with her 

siblings just so it feels familiar or get to meet so 

many other first time kindergartners to share 

same emotions with before being dropped off for 

their first big day?!!! That’s one fraction of 

examples that I have for why Marbles deserves 

the funding its requested!



Jean boyles Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

The symphony and marbles are essential to our 

city and it is identified by its support of the arts 

and education. I understand budget restraint but 

we need to support to show other funding 

sources the reduction is merely a budget issue 

now.

Rob Schiller Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Dear Commissioners,     As a citizen of Wake 

County, I respectfully ask that the $100,000 for 

the North Carolina Symphony’s comprehensive 

music education program for the county’s K-12 

students be reinstated in the proposed Wake 

County budget for FY21. The Symphony’s 

educational partnership with Wake County and 

the Wake County Public School System (WCPSS) 

is decades old, and has enabled the Symphony to 

serve hundreds of thousands of Wake County 

students.      Through this partnership, the 

Symphony has been able to: 1) reach 

disadvantaged students, which means they have 

received in-classroom instruction on the 

elements of music and the great composers; 2) 

plan and lead music education workshops for 

teachers across the state; and 3) provide fifteen 

(15) full orchestral concerts in Wake County 

annually. The actual cost of each concert is 

approximately $31,500.     The Symphony’s 

overall economic impact on Wake County, as 

measured by the Americans for the Arts 

Economic Impact Study, is approximately $14.3 

million annually, including 453 jobs representing 

$11.2 million in household income and another 

$620,000 in revenue back to local government. 

As COVID-19 begins to recede to the point that it 

is safe to return to an active lifestyle, the North 



Elizabeth oconnor Morrisville Wake County 

Public Schools

I support WCPSS and the commissioners 

advocating for funding. Please prioritize funding 

for our schools.

Sally Edwards Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please restore the $650,000 program funds for 

Marbles Kids Museum in the FY21 budget. As the 

outpouring of community support shows, 

Marbles plays a critical role as an anchor for 

children, families and vibrant civic life for ALL in 

Wake County.     The play-based programs and 

exhibits at Marbles are a world-class asset in 

Wake County, supporting our most vulnerable 

children, fostering enriching experiences for 

families and serving as a top tourist attraction. 

Marbles drives $24 million of local economic 

impact each year.     Marbles is grateful for the 

continuation of building support as part of our 

longstanding partnership with Wake County, but 

Marbles faces an urgent and immediate need for 

the corresponding continuation of program funds 

to sustain the staffing capacity and programs that 

breathe purpose into these buildings and put 

them to use in serving Wake County children and 

families.    My request is delivered with 

confirmation that restoring program funds for 

Marbles will not compete with funding current 

crisis needs. Wake County has funds available in 

the coming budget year to meet the very real 

crisis needs in our community AND stabilize its 

longstanding community partner, Marble Kids 

Museum.



Anna Eusebio Apex Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Museum in the Wake County FY21 Budget!    My 

office is down the street from Marbles, and the 

building itself is one of the linchpins of 

engagement for younger children in Wake 

County, especially those that may not have the 

means to be proactively taken on a museum 

experience multiple times a year.     Please 

reconsider adding this back to the Wake County 

budget so it can continue to provide inclusive 

learning experiences for the children of Wake 

County and tourists who visit our city every year!

James Stoupis Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please commit funding to Marbles Museum for 

FY21.  I have 3 children and they all love Marbles, 

not just because it is fun, but it is also very 

educational.  We don't get to go to Marbles as 

often as we would like, since we live out by the 

airport, but every time we go there it is obvious 

that it provides a great service to the 

local/downtown and surrounding communities.  

We see children playing together from different 

areas of the county and from different 

diversities/backgrounds.  Please restore the 

funding to Marbles!!!

Steve Lauderdale Morrisville Wake County 

Public Schools

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, find at least $12 million 

for  WCPSS to fund expected growth and 

maintain current per pupil spending levels.



Hopie Avery Durham Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a family favorite of ours, personally 

and also serves so many! Please include Marbles 

in the budget going forward.

Erica Mayes-Gordon Knightdale Wake County 

Public Schools

This is not the time to do more with less. The 

$18M is mandated. If not funded by 

commissioners, our schools will have to cut other 

needed programs or do more with less. We 

learned how that harmed our programs and 

impacted our students during the 2008 recession.

Aubrey DiOrio Cary Wake County 

Public Schools

This pandemic is not a time to flat fund schools. 

At this time public schools need access to funding 

for PPE, food services, and safety precautions to 

keep students and educators safe and healthy. At 

this time, school buildings in WCPSS are using 

under the tongue thermometers with disposable 

covers to check the temperature of people 

entering the building. With the best of intentions, 

this is going to continue the spread of the virus. 

We need better equipment.

Jewell E Green RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Marbles is an incredibly important playful 

learning experience for the children who live in 

and visit our area. As a mom of 2 young children 

in Raleigh - ages 3 and 8, I have been so thankful 

over these past 7ish years I've been going to each 

of the amazing nooks and crannies my children 

have discovered and marveled in while at 

Marbles. Its a special place and we need it 

functioning for our children and the ones coming 

next. We love that place!!!



Ian Villanueva Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery, driving 

down demand for staycations and regional family 

travel that was critical to local tourism during the 

last recession.



Emily Yancey Holly Springs Community 

Organizations

A few years ago I had the pleasure of working for 

Marbles Kids Museum and I was able to witness 

the amazing contributions that this organization 

does for its community. Marbles is a home away 

from home for many children, parents, and 

families. They provide many nurturing, 

educational and free programs for all. Without 

Wake County program support Marbles will no 

longer be able to work in partnership with the 

school system and public libraries to provide free-

of-charge, highly impactful pre-K outreach, school 

readiness programs and family learning 

experiences for the county’s most vulnerable 

students. Although I no longer work for Marbles, I 

am now a mother of my own with a young 

toddler, and Marbles has continued to provide 

me with useful resources to educate myself and 

my child and has become a place for me to build 

connections within the community. Wake County 

children, parents, teachers, and tourists need 

Marbles Kids Museum!

Elaine Quagliata Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Hello.  I am writing to ask ask that United Arts be 

cut no more than the proportional decrease in 

the County’s budget.  Thank you!



Martin Nusbaum Cary EMS I’m writing to voice my adamant opposition to 

the Wake County EMS leadership’s proposed 

merger of the county run system and the two 

remaining partner agencies, Cary and Eastern 

Wake. I am a 19-year resident of Cary and for the 

last 9 months a member of the Board of Directors 

for Cary Area EMS. Because this organization 

operates independently as a non-profit partner 

agency of the Wake County EMS system, we are 

able to offer many unique services to the Cary 

and Morrisville area, including over 110 

community outreach events over the past three 

years.  Myself and many of my neighbors, the 

Wake County citizens that you serve, do not want 

to lose those services!  There are real negative 

impacts that would result from this merger 

including:    1.	There are inconsistencies in the 

data used to show a costs savings, for example 

initial acquisition costs (open positions, overtime, 

onboarding, HR, insurance costs, uniforms, and 

equipment purchases) will be substantial and it’s 

unclear they’ve been accounted for.  There are 

real concerns that this proposal will truly be able 

to maintain similar coverage and reduce costs for 

multiple years.  2.	There's a strong likelihood 

that a substantial portion of Cary and Eastern 

Wake staff would leave to work elsewhere, 

resulting in a loss of experienced staff and Amanda Zekanis Garner Other/General 

Feedback

Please fund Marbles Kids Museum

April Ward Willow Spring Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please fund Marbles.  Play is how children learn.  

Young citizens of Wake need this resource, 

especially during difficult times.



Michelle Kubis Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Losing funding for Marbles Kids Museum would 

be devastating for our community. It is a safe, 

beautiful place for children to play and learn.

Amy Boaz Knightdale Other/General 

Feedback

Please allocate budget to keep Marbles Kids 

Museum open. Marble provides valuable 

resources to all aged Wake County residence. The 

loss of it would be devastating to our county and 

state.

Kimberly Jokisch Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is a central source of learning and fun for 

our family. We are members since our son was 

born, attending their events as well as on any 

given day we need a fun and educational outing. 

For our wider community, Marbles provides 

critical out-of-classroom learning experiences 

that enhance Wake County’s education 

continuum. Without Wake County program 

support Marbles will no longer be able to work in 

partnership with the school system and public 

libraries to provide free-of-charge, highly 

impactful pre-K outreach, school readiness 

programs and family learning experiences for the 

county’s most vulnerable students. Please do the 

right thing and reinstate funding.



Ron Carlile Raleigh Community 

Organizations

1) As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts. $3,500,000 

down to $500,000 is MUCH more than the FY 21 

budget wide 1% reduction.  2) Please prioritize 

United Arts funding because the arts mean 

business. The arts are a major economic driver 

for Wake County (19,873 full-time jobs and $27 

million in local government revenue according to 

Arts & Economic Prosperity 5), and United Arts 

supported this work through 53 grants to 

organizations, municipalities, and artists this past 

year. Additionally, arts organizations are net 

payers to the County government through 

remitting sales tax on our tickets and 

concessions.   3) United Arts is the key conduit for 

arts education in the schools in Wake County 

through its Artists in Schools program which 

reaches 120,000 children annually, in addition to 

providing grants for afterschool and summer 

youth arts education throughout the county. 

Given the needs of children for social and 

emotional learning, especially vulnerable Chris Morse Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles is critical to our community.



Hunter Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I have heard about the budget cut for Marbles 

Kids Museum. This would be a tragic loss for the 

families and kids in not only this community but 

communities all around. I grew up playing in 

Marbles and can honestly say that the creative 

atmosphere helps stimulate young minds to think 

outside of the box! This way of thinking has 

helped shape my life and actually helped me be 

so creative and out of the box that I have 

invented a new product. I hope for all the kids 

and families that you will reconsider cutting 

Marbles budget.     Thank you,  Hunter Faust

Megan Willow Spring Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Fund marbles kids museum!

Maria Perry Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am on the board of the Oak City Voices women's 

chorus.  We are supported, in part, by a United 

Arts grant, and very grateful for these funds.  I am 

requesting that the United Arts budget cuts, if 

necessary, not exceed the proportional decrease 

in the county's budget.



Jasmine Barcelona Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

This is not the time to Flat Fund our Public 

Schools. As we plan for the next school year so 

much is uncertain. We will need more staff to 

take care of our families and address student 

physical and mental health needs. Schools are the 

foundation of our society and we are trusted as 

educators to provide a safe and appropriate 

education. Wake county students and staff will 

need not only increased public health support 

from nurses and custodians, but also mental 

health support, more school counselors, and 

Social Emotional response training for our 

teachers.  If we engage in remote or hybrid 

teaching we will be pressed to provide services 

for our students that are quality with $70 fewer 

dollars per pupil.  We can be creative; cancel all 

state testing requirements (hopefully), cut our 

paper budgets (more), deal with warm in the 

summer and cool in the winter classrooms (like 

we have done for years), and apply for grants and 

goFundMes (as usual). But we can not cut 

positions. We can not survive on bare bones 

budgets when our students and families in Wake 

will need so much more.



Donna Laiosa Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Please make sure you fully fund schools so that 

they can ensure the safety of staff and students 

when they return to school buildings. Budget cuts 

can lead to cutting staffing positions which 

increase classroom size which will make it 

impossible to practice social distancing and other 

safety precautions.

Catherine Dobbins Apex Other/General 

Feedback

We love Marbles and support what they do for all 

families in Wake County. We need them!!! Please 

continue their program funding.

Lincoln Hancock Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

I am strongly opposed to the proposed cuts to 

United Arts, which is funded by a pooled budget 

and is proposed to be cut from $3.5 m (2020) to 

only $500,000 (2021) - roughly 85%! These cuts 

would be horrible for our state, culturally, socially 

and economically. The arts have been shown 

time and time again to be the lifeblood of a 

thriving economy. I strongly urge legislators to 

OPPOSE these cuts. We should be thinking more 

creatively — continued funding for art and arts 

orgs in our state will allow us to grow and 

advance in all fields and in our communities.

Mary Blanks Apex Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles is a wonderful asset to this community 

and should continue to be funded within Wake 

County.  It’s especially critical for many families 

to have access to education opportunities for 

their children. Please reinstate the funding.

JUDITH A LEWIS Wake Forest Other/General 

Feedback

Fund Marbles Kids Museum!



Amanda Richardson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum in the Wake County Budget.

JerryLyn L Luckie Cary Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

I am concerned about United Arts getting cut.  

The artists in school programs is such an 

important program.  I ask that United Arts gets no 

more than the proportional budget cut, so this 

wonderful program can continue to inspire 

students.  Thank you for this consideration.

Scott Lewis Apex Community 

Organizations

Please continue funding Marbles Kids Museum.

Roshni Pattath Holly Springs Community 

Organizations

Please continue to fund Marbles Museum. It has 

been an amazing organization working towards 

skill development in kids.

Michelle Ward Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles Kids Museum is a vital part of our 

community. I recently met a family with four kids 

who just moved to Raleigh and said it was the 

BEST children's museum they've been to and 

they've traveled all over the county and always 

visit the city's children's museums. They couldn't 

believe the value for a fun filled day of play. A day 

of play at Marbles for a big family is only possible 

because of the funding from Wake County. Please 

keep Marbles in the budget for families who need 

it now more than ever.



Kristin Frade Holly Springs Other/General 

Feedback

Please don't cut Marbles' funding. They are 

already hurting bad enough and my kids are 

asking to go there almost every other day. They 

LOVE every exhibit, are so curious and creative 

when they go and they even love all of the 

rotating/pop up/visiting exibits. It is one of the 

best museums we have ever been to and can't 

lose it!

Daniel Washburn Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am disappointed to hear that the Community 

Organizations, and as a result arts funding, has 

been reduced from ~$3.5m to ~$500,00. Please 

cut this department no more than the 

proportional reduction in the county budget as a 

whole.

Kristen Biddle RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum in the Wake County Budget. It plays 

such a huge role in our community for our little 

ones and families!

Amanda Lewis Apex Community 

Organizations

Please continue funding Marbles Kids Museum!

Adam Chasen raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

My children are planning to enter the School 

system next year and the commitment the 

commissioners show is a significant factor in our 

comfort with the quality of education.    Public 

education will be one of the engines that restarts 

our economy. Our school system is a job creator! 

As we add more students, we add more jobs. 

Let's not shortchange our economic engine in 

Wake County.



Debbie Dunn Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I do not really understand why the arts suffered 

so much in the 20/21 budget. The Community 

Organizations pool was cut from $3,494.028 to 

$500,000. My husband and I are citizens of Wake 

County, Wake County small business owners and 

I am a Performing Arts Center Manager. We 

consider the arts a vital part of life for our County 

and know it is an economic driver. The quality of 

life that we have here in Wake County is directly 

tied to the arts. Museums, concerts, music 

venues…..all a vital reason why we call Wake 

County home. Additionally, this tremendous cut 

will affect the 120,000 students that receive arts 

education through school and municipality 

grants. Please take a second look at this budget 

and help keep Wake County filled with art and 

music.



Margaret Garriss Raleigh, NC Other/General 

Feedback

I urge an increase in funding for the United Arts 

Council and other Arts organizations.  The Arts 

are vital to the well being of the entire 

community. Global Pandemic fears were calmed 

in many ways by musicians who played to 

comfort their neighbors and internet audiences. 

Many turned to music for solace and strength. 

Please allow for local arts programs to be funded 

in a comparable  amount to what the other 

programs in the county have been decreased to. 

The community organizations pool from which 

the United Arts programs runs is expected to 

function according to the proposed budget on 

14.5% of what it received last year. This is a 

doomsday scenario. The impact this will have on 

the entertainment industries and educational 

programs will not only damage the community 

economically, but qualitatively for the well being 

of 1.112 million people. While we're experiencing 

desperate times, I beg that you reconsider the 

value of  Arts organizations and increase the 

current budget allotment.



Bonnie Marie Williams WAKE FOREST Community 

Organizations

I am on the board at North Raleigh Arts and 

Creative Theatre, and we absolutely cannot 

afford these cuts to the budgets for the arts, in 

order to keep these pivotal programs alive for 

our artistic community. I cannot stress enough 

how important it is for the Arts and how 

important these Grants are in order for us to 

maintain our mission at the theatre to serve our 

community in the greatest capacity.

Robin Mangum Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please do not take away budget funding for 

Marbles Kids Museum. It’s a place where all 

families and school kids. It’s a destination for 

families  to visit downtown Raleigh. Taking away 

funding may mean less access and programming 

for vulnerable families.

CHARLOTTE MILLER RUSSELL Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider revising your cut to the 

Community Organziations pool. Vital art 

organizations like United Arts are funded through 

the Community Organizations pool (page 249 of 

the budget) which has been reduced from 

$3,494,028 in FY 20 to $500,000 in FY 21.    

United Arts is the key conduit for arts education 

in the schools in Wake County through its Artists 

in Schools program which reaches 120,000 

children annually, in addition to providing grants 

for afterschool and summer youth arts education 

throughout the county. Given the needs of 

children for social and emotional learning, 

especially vulnerable populations, this is not the 

time to make less arts programming available.



Emily Dawson Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Every Child deserves access to a childhood 

including educational support for the year birth-

kindergarten, which are the most foundational 

years of a child's whole development. Please fun 

Marbles Kids Museum and early childhood 

education for the 2020-2021 school year. In the 

midst of a pandemic children need an 

opportunity to be children and to play.  This has 

been a traumatic time for everyone and we need 

to provide support and care for our most 

vulnerable children so that they can be resilient. 

We need to foster emotional security and 

encourage growth. Kids need to be able to learn 

from one another. Children deserve to be valued 

and empowered. It takes a village to raise 

children and our community can be the village if 

we value our children who will rise up to be 

indigenous leaders in our county. Please notice 

the value that Marbles contributes to our city. It 

is strategically placed at the center of our city 

which shows children that we care and value 

them as humans and contributors to our county. 

Education is the foundation that can transform 

the trajectory of a person for good. Let's place an 

emphasis on those foundational skills by funding 

marbles and smart start.

McCoy Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Bravo on a budget in difficult times.  My concern 

is the arts.  Schools my have little or no arts 

classes in the fall.  This makes community 

programs critical.



Curtis Kasefang Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I work on the design for facilities for live 

entertainment.  We believe most facilities (Live 

Entertainment, Sports, Conventions) will run at 

24% occupancy or less until a Covid vaccine is 

developed and substantially deployed. There are 

questions on how to achieve distancing in lobbies 

and during the arrival and departure process. This 

is unsustainable for the presenter.  The possibility 

of a sudden 14-day quarantine may make it wiser 

for a producer to go dormant in this period. 

When a cast member gets sick all cast and crew 

will be forced into quarantine. When this 

happens, the subsequent 14 days of 

performances will need to be canceled. Also, the 

crew with the skills to remove the event will not 

be available to move the show out, possibly 

forcing additional cancelations.   In addition to 

ticket refunds, these 2 situations will have a 

direct impact on Hotel Tax Revenue: no 

performers and no audience needing housing, 

eating out, or having other economic impacts.     

This means the Symphony and other sports and 

entertainment organizations will need life 

support so they can come back when this crisis 

ends. Now is not the time to cut their funding.

Greg Whitt Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please don't reduce funding to arts agencies like 

United Arts Council disproportionately to any 

other necessary reductions.  The arts are what 

makes our communities vibrant!



Dylan E Bailey Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am writing to ask that you only reduce the 

funding being allocated to the United Arts Council 

in a way that is proportional to the cuts that you 

are making to the overall budget of the fiscal 

year. Reducing the budget by the almost three 

million that you have proposed would be 

crippling for the United Arts Council, an 

organization that has been a pillar of the local 

arts community for 31 years. The arts are a major 

economic driver, funding the arts is an 

investment into your community that will 

stimulate economic growth and renewal in other 

parts of Wake County's exacerbated economy. As 

a supporter and believer in the power of the arts, 

I am writing today to ask you to prioritize United 

Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students, and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. I reiterate "if cuts 

must be made, they should be no more than 

proportional to the County’s overall budget cuts."    

   The arts mean business! (19,873 full-time jobs 

and $27 million in local government revenue 

according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 5), and 

United Arts supported this work through 53 

grants to organizations, municipalities, and artists 

this past year. Additionally, arts organizations are 

net payers to the County government through 



Mike Molitoris Cary Community 

Organizations

We have a responsibility, to ourselves and our 

community, to do everything in our power to 

avert these cuts.  Unprecedented times do not 

require unprecedented measures; instead they 

necessitate creative thinking and empathy.  The 

end results of which are all learned through our 

ability to play.    I encourage you, the Wake 

County Commissioners, to be leaders.  To not cut 

the funding for these vital services and to instead 

consider the following proposals, because the 

lessons learned at Marbles are the same ones 

you are going to use to decide the fate of its 

funding:

Annelies M Gentile Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Stress, overwhelm, fear and unexpected changes 

brought on by Covid19 are not good for any 

society (nor budget). I get this.     And... we need 

creativity and creative outlets to help us 

collectively re-imagine and forge new 

possibilities. Resilience and creativity go hand in 

hand. To be a resilient community we need 

modalities to bridge people together and instill 

hope, empathy and trust or else we will fail each 

other.      I understand these are dire times. 

Please-- I ask of you NOT to cut the United Arts 

budget more than the proportional decrease in 

the County’s budget.     Creativity resides at the 

edge of chaos. The arts will help us all move 

through this. Keep the arts funded so we can 

navigate change together.



Hannah May Statesville Other/General 

Feedback

Please keep funding for Marbles.  We come from 

Statesville to go to Marbles.  We stay in a hotel 

and eat at local restaurants.   I'm sure locals feel 

the same way.  Thank you for consideration.

DAVID RANII RALEIGH Community 

Organizations

I'm a strong believer in the power of the arts and 

I urge you to prioritize funding for United Arts of 

Raleigh and Wake County. In addition to being 

crucial to the region's quality of life, supporting 

the arts is good business. Also, United Arts 

provides grants that reaches 120,000 Wake 

County students each year. I understand that cuts 

may be necessary in these pandemic times, but 

the cuts to United Arts' funding should be no 

more than proportional to the county's overall 

budget cuts. 



Courtney Brock Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please continue to fund Marbles Kids Museum. 

Marble's Full Circle program provides free 

museum access through field trips, group visits, 

admission passes and events for preschools, 

families and organizations serving low-income 

and at-risk communities. These programs are 

essential to helping some of our underserved 

schools enrich their curriculum and spark a love 

of learning in their students.  Wake County 

funding allows Marbles to keep admission pricing 

down so that lower income families can have 

access to an amazing kids museum. By pulling 

funding, you're taking away the opportunity for 

lower income children to experience the fun 

behind learning that Marbles offers.

Gene A Jones Jr Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Respectfully, but forcefully, I would ask that the 

County Commission NOT cut United Arts funding 

more than the proportional decrease in the 

County's budget.   United Arts serves thousands 

of school children throughout Wake County, as 

well as arts organizations, and is IRREPLACEABLE.   

 This organization will not be able to survive 

without a change in the initial budget.  Thank 

you.  Gene



Ellie S Johnson Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Please keep Marbles funded so it can continue to 

be a jewel in downtown Raleigh - we should be 

SO proud of this experience and what it says 

about the value Raleigh places on the people who 

live here, education, enrichment, STEM, and FUN! 

Marbles has a positive impact on our community 

in so many ways!!!

Erin Kessler Durham Other/General 

Feedback

Budget feedback:  Although I live in Durham, I am 

employed in Wake County and spend a lot of my 

time and money in Wake County. As such I wish 

to make my voice heard regarding the budget.    I 

request that you keep funding for InterAct and 

the Marbles Kids Museum in the 2020 budget. 

These are 2 irreplacable services in Wake County. 

It would be a tragedy to lose funding for either of 

them.     Thank you,  Erin Kessler



Geraldine Dawson PhD Durham Community 

Organizations

May 26, 2020    Wake County Government                                                                                         

                                                                           Denise 

Hogan, Clerk of the Board  P.O. Box 550  Raleigh, 

NC 27602  Dear Wake County Board of 

Commissioners:  Greg Ford, Chairman  Vickie 

Adamson, Vice Chair  Sig Hutchinson  Matt 

Calabria  Jessica Holmes  Susan Evans  James 

West   On behalf of the Duke Center for Autism 

and Brain Development, thank you for your work 

over the years to ensure financial support is in 

place for Marbles Kids Museum. In addition, as 

leaders in Wake County, we know you 

understand and appreciate the impact COVID-19 

is having on children and families in our 

community.   We want to take this opportunity to 

introduce our Center and share our concerns 

regarding funding cuts that will directly impact 

Marbles Kids Museum’s ability to provide high 

quality educational services to children and 

families in our community. The Duke Center for 

Autism and Brain Development is an 

interdisciplinary research and clinical center 

serving individuals with autism spectrum disorder 

(ASD) and their families. Our Center, a National 

Institutes of Health Autism Center of Excellence, 

is part of the Duke University School of Medicine 

and the Duke Institute for Brain Sciences. Our 

mission is to provide exceptional, compassionate 



Lisa McIntosh Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students, and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive in the future. If 

cuts must be made, they should be no more than 

proportional to the County’s overall budget cuts.



Julie Poston APEX Community 

Organizations

Thank you for your work on this. It is never easy 

to have to figure out cuts. All and all I think you 

did a wonderful job balancing cuts and need. The 

one area that concerns me though is the funding 

cuts to community organizations. In particular the 

organizations that support the most vulnerable in 

our society. I know there has been a lot of media 

around Marbles, but I feel like that’s just because 

the middle class and rich are the loudest. I have 

no problem the proposal to cut funds to Marbles. 

I am concerned about all the cuts to the 

organizations that serve the vulnerable because I 

think one of our greatest callings is to care for 

and protect the vulnerable. I’m most concerned 

about the cuts to Interact. Interact is the only 

provider of domestic violence and sexual assault 

services on Wake County. As a pastor I have had 

many occasions to recommend people to their 

services. What they do is so essential to the 

safety of the vulnerable in our county, and there 

is no one else doing it. The reports have been the 

domestic violence has been increasing in this 

time, so sadly these services are needed even 

more right now. Please consider reinstating 

funding to Interact for 2021.



Kirsten Ullman Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I’d like to urge the Wake County Commissioners 

to reinstate funding for Marbles in the Wake 

County Budget. I know that these are 

unprecedented times, and that our community is 

what makes us strong enough to make it through. 

One of the most important things that makes 

Raleigh and Wake County so great for our young 

family is Marbles Museum. We have an annual 

membership, and our daughter loves to learn and 

explore science, the arts, and the educational 

play spaces available at Marbles. We’ve made a 

point to bring friends and family from New York, 

San Francisco, and across the country to Marbles 

when they visit us, and all have agreed that it is 

an exceptional treasure, outshining similar 

children’s museums in much larger cities. It 

would be a blow to our family, to Raleigh, and to 

all NC families to lose such an important and 

special educational resource. Please do the right 

thing and make sure Marbles is fully funded, so 

that families and future generations can benefit 

from its programming.

Brandon Cordrey Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I would recommend that United Arts Council's 

funding not be cut more than the proportional 

decrease of the county's budget. United Arts 

provides much-needed resources to the county's 

residence and fills in educational gaps in the 

Wake County Public School System that are 

foundational to the education of our children.



Lisa McIntosh Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students, and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive in the future. If 

cuts must be made, they should be no more than 

proportional to the County’s overall budget cuts.

Donna Adkins Apex Other/General 

Feedback

United Arts is the key conduit for arts education 

in the schools in Wake County through its Artists 

in Schools program which reaches 120,000 

children annually, in addition to providing grants 

for afterschool and summer youth arts education 

throughout the county. Given the needs of 

children for social and emotional learning, 

especially those vulnerable children, please 

consider only reducing the Arts no more than the 

proportional decrease in the County’s budget. 

Our children are our future and we need to 

promote their overall education. Thank you!



Nicholas Survoy Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please revise the budget to include/reinstate 

funding for Marbles, so that it might successfully 

continue it's mission of immersive STEM 

education for local children and families.      The 

public-private partnership between Marbles and 

Wake County (since 2007) has been one of the 

reasons why Raleigh and Wake County remain a 

destination for families and STEM employers.  

With school funding already strapped, 

organizations like Marbles are an increasingly 

valuable pillar for the mission of STEM education.

Joseph & Anne Lemmons Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Hello,    We have heard that the Raleigh childrens' 

museum 'Marbles' will receive significant funding 

cuts. We have taken our nieces, nephew, and 

extended family there repeatedly for almost five 

years, and consider it a staple of the Raleigh 

downtown area. Now more than ever 

organizations like Marbles require the funding 

necessary to reach children and their families in 

order to provide exciting and educational activity.    

   We respectfully request that you consider the 

high value Marbles is able to provide to the 

community and affirm its budget instead of 

reducing it.    Thank you,    Joseph & Anne



Valerie Alfisi Fuquay-Varina Community 

Organizations

Hello Wake County Board of Commissioners,    

I’m a local mom of two young children writing to 

you today in hopes that you’ll please consider 

reinstating Marbles Children’s Museum funding. 

My family has been members now for over a year 

and prior to the COVID-19 pandemic would visit 

the museum on an almost weekly basis, 

sometimes more than once a week.    Without 

proper funding there is no way they can reopen 

safely to the public which potentially means they 

could end up closing their doors permanently. It 

would be a real tragedy to lose such a wonderful 

place where children can learn, grow, play, and 

exercise safely in this community.    I would hate 

to lose this safe space for play, growth and 

learning in our community. Marbles offers so 

much more than just a museum for children to 

the Triangle area, so please consider reinstating 

the funding today.

Andrea Freeman Apex Other/General 

Feedback

Thank you for the hard work you do. I appreciate 

the difficult decisions you are making to keep 

Wake County moving forward through this 

pandemic. I would like to ask that you support 

the United Arts Council in its important work and 

if you do need to cut their funding that you make 

it proportional to other cuts. They provide 

important services for citizens of our county. 

Thank you! Andie Freeman



Teresa F Grimes Fuquay-Varina Other/General 

Feedback

I know Wake County's budget is tight due to 

COVID-19 and the associated loss of tax revenue, 

but I strongly urge you to prioritize funding for 

Marbles Kids Museum.  I'm a grandmother of 

four and have been a member for 10 years, since 

my oldest grandchild was born.      Marbles is 

truly a world-class children's museum and an 

asset to downtown Raleigh.  Each time we 

visited, prior to the pandemic, the museum was 

busy with families and school field trips.  My 

grandkids are anxious for it to reopen and we will 

be among the first guests!    The commission's 

withdrawal of funding would be devastating to 

those who visit and to downtown Raleigh. 

Children learn through play.  Please reconsider 

your decision to withdraw funding to this 

wonderful museum, where learning is play!

anthony ulinski Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am so sorry you feel you need to cut the arts 

budget from just under 3.5 million to $500,000. 

I'm encouraged to remain positive in my tone. I 

better just sign off.



Trish Brown Durham Wake County 

Public Schools

As a teacher since 1996 for the WCPSS, I want to 

thank you for all you do for our system. In 

particular, maintaining the historic $515.96 

million investment the board made in the WCPSS 

for operating expenses in the FY20 adopted 

budget; Please consider limiting cuts to the 

United Arts. UA are the key conduit for arts 

education in the schools in Wake County through 

its Artists in Schools program which reaches 

120,000 children annually, in addition to 

providing grants for afterschool and summer 

youth arts education throughout the county. 

Given the needs of children for social and 

emotional learning, especially vulnerable 

populations, this is not the time to make less arts 

programming available. Thank you for your 

consideration.

Natalie Jane Cooper Phoenixville Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Kids Museum. I am urging the 

Commissioners to maintain all the funding for this 

wonderful museum. The museum provides 

crucial education to our young people. Not only is 

it essential for our children, but it also brings in so 

much commerce to Raleigh. So investing in the 

museum, is an investment in the entire 

community. Thank you.



Alyx Beckwith Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts. Please do not 

make significant cuts to the United Arts Council's 

funding. Thank you so much for your service to 

our county.

Rachel Andrew Holly Springs Other/General 

Feedback

As a parent of four children in Wake County, I 

plead with you to not withdraw your funding 

from Marbles.  I understand that there is not 

enough money to go around, but I ask that you 

take funding from another area instead.  Marbles 

has been a huge blessing in our lives, and it is the 

first place we take visiting family and friends to.  

We have been members for nearly 10 years.  This 

has been a place that sparks creativity and 

imaginary play in children, which is essential in 

their proper development.  In a world that is 

bogged down with technology, our children need 

an escape.  Marbles is just that.  Please do not cut 

funding to Marbles.



Caitlin Kappler Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum provides programming to 

thousands of members of the community. 

Without this funding they will not be able to 

provide low cost educational activities for 

underserved populations in Wake County. Please 

reinstate their funding and give Marbles the 

opportunity to continue as a staple and attraction 

for our county. Thank you.

Amanda Steele Johnson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider pulling the funding for Marbles 

museum.  It is such a special place for children 

and holds amazing memories for our family.  

Without funding, Marbles will not be able to 

provide all the wonderful programs that we have 

come to love! Thank you for your consideration.

Carrie Gray Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is a treasure for our 

county. My children grew up playing there and 

now as teenagers give back by volunteering 

there. I also am a volunteer board member and 

understand what taking away this funding will do. 

It will hurt our community as a whole. Please 

continue to give us a place to PLAY and 

VOLUNTEER.

Emily Wolf Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please keep Marbles Kid's Museum in the Wake 

Budget. Marbles provides an invaluable service to 

our local community as well as our economy.



Isabella Forst Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Hello! I urge you to keep Marbles in the budget 

for this year- the public-private partnership you 

have with them provides a huge opportunity for 

learning (and a lot of fun) that would be sorely 

missed without the funding for new exhibits, 

experiences, and events.

Maia Barrow Greensboro Other/General 

Feedback

I would like to request that you and your 

committee re-instate funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum. I have had personal experience with 

Marbles, volunteering my time during my 

summers and school breaks. Though I no longer 

reside within the Raleigh area anymore, I still 

have the upmost respect and pride for the area, 

and one of my favorite places for children. It’s 

incredible to see the lit up faces of children who 

can now understand and use binary code, or start 

their own imaginary business.     It is amazing to 

watch them paint and build contraptions from 

the wood shop workshop. It’s fun, and 

memorable, to be with them as they challenge us 

in basketball and pretend hockey, or play giant 

chess with them. Marbles has granted me so 

many wonderful memories from my early teen 

years, and it has expanded my skills in childcare 

to immeasurable heights. Most importantly, 

Marbles has provided a safe space for all who 

come, that regardless of socioeconomic income, 

race, religion, or lifestyle, everyone can learn 

STEM, and everyone can learn the value of play.    

Again, please consider re-instating funding back 

to Marbles. Now, more than ever, Marbles needs 

it.



Brandon Lee Durham Wake County 

Public Schools

An investment in education is a green investment 

in jobs and the well-being of children, young 

adults, and the entire community.  Please 

increase funding for WCPSS this upcoming school 

year.

Charles E Bettini Apex Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is a Raleigh institution 

known far and wide....a top draw to the city and 

county and part of the character of the capital 

and broader Triangle.  It has been an important 

part of my family for more than a decade and a 

prime draw for my family to downtown Raleigh.  

Not funding this museum is the equivalent of 

divesting the county of the very things that give it 

the unique qualities that make the area such an 

appealing place to live and work.

Cecelia Joyce Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Now is not the time to flat fund our school 

system. We will need funds for the many new 

students that will undoubtedly enter the system 

at this uncertain economic time. Flat funding will 

put us in a deficit when WCPSS is trying to be a 

job creator and community support giant that it 

is. Please consider providing the amount that 

Wcpss needs to fully support our students and 

families!

Debora R Murphy Apex Community 

Organizations

I ask that the United Arts be cut no more than the 

proportional decrease in the County’s budget.



George Jenne Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I would like to express my dissent in slashing 

United Arts Council's budget for 2021. I am the 

director of Lump Projects, which has fostered 

young artists in this community for 25 years. We 

rely on funding from United Arts Council to help 

pay for artist projects, performances and 

exhibitions. Without UAC's support, a large 

community of creative people, gallery visitors, 

and art collectors will suffer a palpable loss. The 

money that United Arts Council provides to 

artists and arts organizations supports an 

unquestionably essential element of Raleigh's 

culture. And it goes beyond the art, itself. Art 

events in the community bolster restaurant, bar 

and theater traffic. They increase the county's 

appeal to people who are new to the area and 

are considering making it their permanent home. 

It enhances the evolution of a generations-old 

community that is based around what is perhaps 

one of the most powerful, nuanced and 

sophisticated forms of communication - art.



Emma Killough Clayton Other/General 

Feedback

Please do not stop funding for Marble’s 

Children’s Museum!  It is a staple to our 

community and our kids learn and grow there so 

much!  Raise the Pool fee to $350 or more, Pools 

are a nice to have and luxury and people should 

pay to go to a public pool annually.  That fee 

makes sense to raise.  Civil Fingerprint raising the 

price, that makes sense too.  I think opening 

libraries 1 hour later a few days a week makes 

sense too.    Thank you for the deep 

consideration of the budget.

Ashley Peay-Bettini Apex Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider reinstating Marbles Kids 

Museum funding.  Marbles has been an integral 

part of my kids' learning for over a decade.  They 

are an organization that values community 

connections and learning through play and help 

to reach an audience that may not be able to 

benefit from other learning organizations like 

this.  Everyone who plays at Marbles benefits and 

the community benefits by having Marbles as an 

irreplaceable tourist attraction.

Laura Delauney Cary Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.



Amanda Dworznicki Garner Community 

Organizations

There is absolutely no way to express how 

important I feel it is to reinstate funding for 

Marbles Kids Museum; I acknowledge that the 

museum operates out of a Wake County-owned 

building and that is a major benefit. However, if 

funding is cut, countless community outreach 

that have unmeasurable benefits for all 

demographics in the Triangle will be severely at 

risk. Please consider how many different ways 

Marbles makes a positive impact in our area 

when finalizing the FY 2021 budget.

Keith Norval Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am an artist who works with United arts council 

in artists in the schools program. I make a 

significant portion of my income through these 

projects. I am asking that you not cut the budget 

for the arts so dramatically. This would be 

catastrophic for my family to lose these jobs.   

Please prioritize United Arts funding because the 

arts mean business. The arts are a major 

economic driver for Wake County (19,873 full-

time jobs and $27 million in local government 

revenue according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 

5), and United Arts supported this work through 

53 grants to organizations, municipalities, and 

artists this past year. Additionally, arts 

organizations are net payers to the County 

government through remitting sales tax on our 

tickets and concessions.



Ivana Vidovic Cary Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum in the Wake County Budget. This 

has a huge impact on our kids and our 

community.

Rebecca Fernandez Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please keep funding Marbles. It is a valuable 

resource to our community, and provides an 

experience that no other local museum offers, 

serving many children in the county and state 

whose parents do not have the resources to fund 

a privatized children's museum.

Michael Cowley Apex Community 

Organizations

I am writing to express my serious concerns 

about the elimination of funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum. Marbles is a success story of how 

communities, non-profits and Wake County can 

work together to achieve something unique. No 

other county, state or country I have lived in has 

been able to create something on the scale of 

Marbles: education and play for children of all 

ages; immersion in diverse aspects of science, art 

and culture; and an opportunity for children to 

interact with others from diverse backgrounds, 

destroying traditional divides along class, race, 

and socio-economic status. Marbles is a jewel in 

the crown of Wake County. I know that financial 

decisions are challenging and that it would be 

nobody's choice to remove funding for any 

service, but I implore you to reconsider the case 

for Marbles and enable its continued 

contributions to the growth of the next 

generation of Wake County.  Dr Michael Cowley



Robert Hopkins Wendell EMS I am completely against Wake County EMS taking 

over Cary and Easter Wake EMS agencies. I am a 

firefighter in eastern wake county and have had 

the pleasure of running calls with Eastern Wake 

and the professionalism, attitude and bed side 

manner they have with their patients is by far 

better then any EMS provider from Wake County 

EMS that I have seen responding to calls.

Cheryl McGraw Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please find funding for Marbles Children's 

museum and educational space. It is awesome 

and such a great place for us Grandparents to 

take our children. We need it!

Ryan Hamlin Raleigh Community 

Organizations

To whom it may concern,    Marbles Kids Museum 

has made a huge impact on my family in a 

positive way. My kids have been going there for 

years, learning new things in an immersive 

curriculum, and being inspired by an amazing 

staff. My wife and I were married there as well.    

The museum is an intrinsic part of this 

community, and I implore you to vote to 

reinstate funding, for the betterment of the 

people of Wake County and surrounding areas.    

Thank you,    Ryan Hamlin  Raleigh resident



Bryan Lee Garner Community 

Organizations

My name is Bryan Lee and I am the proud father 

of Samuel, Campbell, and Silas; ages 8, 5, and 3. I 

awoke this morning to the news that the Board of 

Commissioners has cut funding for Marbles Kid’s 

Museum. I find this move heartbreaking, 

infuriating, and appalling. As a middle-class white 

family, Marbles has provided countless hours of 

educational play for my children since we moved 

here in 2017. Having heard how wonderful 

Marbles was, it was one of the reasons we looked 

forward to being in the area. While there, I have 

come across many people I know with children 

from all over the Eastern and Piedmont regions 

of our state. While I am deeply hurt that Marbles 

may no longer be able to serve me and my family 

in the ways it has, I am angry that our most 

vulnerable populations will lose some of the vital 

programing that is provided, free of charge, 

through the robust partnerships in Wake County.     

   In a time when rising tax rates, housing 

shortages, a lack of affordable housing, and 

gentrification are killing our citizens who already 

face oppression, the decision to add one more 

wound by cutting educational possibilities is 

nothing short of appalling.     If there is a need to 

cut the Wake County budget, I trust that you all 

are able to find at least one bloated line item that 

will not have such a devastating impact on our 



Jamie Bockover Garner Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is such a critical part of our 

community for the children and families within. 

The funding that this directly supports MUST be 

reinstated to continue to bring imagination and 

play to those that need it most! As a voice in our 

community, this program needs to have the 

support of this funding. Thank you for listening to 

your concerned community!

Malav Patel Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please prioritize United Arts funding because the 

arts mean business. The arts are a major 

economic driver for Wake County (19,873 full-

time jobs and $27 million in local government 

revenue according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 

5), and United Arts supported this work through 

53 grants to organizations, municipalities, and 

artists this past year. Additionally, arts 

organizations are net payers to the County 

government through remitting sales tax on our 

tickets and concessions.



SARA N JINWRIGHT DURHAM Other/General 

Feedback

My name is Sara Jinwright, a mother of two and 

an early childhood educator (Bilingual Speech 

Therapist).  We live in Durham, NC and we 

absolutely love the Marbles museum!      We 

have friends/family who travel here with their 

children solely to visit the museum.     I am 

writing to express concern about the loss of 

funding   Marbles provides critical out-of-

classroom learning experiences that enhance 

Wake County’s education continuum. Without 

Wake County program support Marbles will no 

longer be able to work in partnership with the 

school system and public libraries to provide free-

of-charge, highly impactful pre-K outreach, school 

readiness programs and family learning 

experiences for the county’s most vulnerable 

students.     Marbles Full Circle access and 

inclusion programs serve more than 52,000 

people in families facing financial challenges, 

language barriers or physical and cognitive 

differences. Without Wake County’s continued 

commitment, Marbles capacity to restart 

community programs will be delayed by months, 

if not a full year, removing an essential service 

that makes a real difference in the lives of Wake 

County’s most vulnerable citizens.     Thank you!     

 Sara Jinwright  919.641.8510 cell



Kara Strang Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum in the FY21 Wake County budget.    

Marbles is more than just a fun place to burn a 

few hours with your kids on a rainy day. Marbles 

provides unique, innovative and fundamental 

play experiences to 700,000+ children, families, 

school groups and community partners each 

year. Through play, children discover how to 

solve problems, express feelings and share ideas. 

Through the talents of its incredible staff, 

amazing exhibits and community partners, 

Marbles cultivates endless play experiences that 

build a foundation for academic success, physical 

development and emotional well-being.     As you 

know, the public-private partnership between 

Marbles and Wake County has existed since the 

museum opened in the former Exploris space in 

2007. Wake County owns and operates the 

museum building, and grants Marbles funding 

each year to support the mission-critical work of 

the museum, including access programs that 

welcome 52,000+ families to Marbles for free 

each year. Because of this incredible support 

from Wake County, Marbles has been able to 

grow to be one of the best yet most affordable 

children's museums in the entire country, 

welcoming guests from all 100 counties in NC, all 

50 states and from countries around the world. Lisa James Cary Community 

Organizations

Please preserve funding to Marbles Kids museum.  

 This museum is a critical outreach program to 

title 1 schools that provides hands-on learning for 

children and families.



Elizabeth Walsh Garner Community 

Organizations

Marbles children's museum is an incredibly 

educational and recreational resource for our 

community. Children of all ages are stimulated 

and engaged in this wonderful addition to 

downtown Raleigh. Please re-instate the funding 

to allow them to stay open and keep up with new 

learning tools and activities

Amy White Carrboro Other/General 

Feedback

I am strongly opposed to the proposed cuts to 

United Arts, which is funded by a pooled budget 

and is proposed to be cut from $3.5 m (2020) to 

only $500,000 (2021) - roughly 85%! This would 

constitute a disaster for our state, culturally, 

socially and economically. The arts have been 

shown time and time again to be the lifeblood of 

a thriving economy. I strongly urge legislators to 

OPPOSE these draconian cuts -  we should be 

thinking more creatively - and increasing the 

presence of art in our state will allow us to grow 

and advance in all fields and in our communities. 

DO NOT CUT UNITED ARTS.

Leia Droll Raleigh Community 

Organizations

The arts are an important part of our community 

and I am disappointed in the proposed cuts to 

that area.  United Arts’ funding will enable access 

for young people and ensure they we build a 

vibrant culture in Raleigh that will continue 

attracting new residents and businesses.  I 

understand that cuts are necessary due to the 

current crisis, but I hope you will not cut arts 

funding more than its proportional share.



Sarah Brown Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider keeping Marbles Kids Museum in 

the budget. I understand the pressure that Wake 

County is under but the money will take away 

access to kids and families who need it most. 

Imagine not being able to afford $7 entry with 

your kids and families. Or not being able to afford 

preschool and worrying about sending your 

children to kindergarten already behind? These 

are services this money ensures. Not to mention 

Marbles has been closed since March with no 

income, if this money doesn't come through this 

year, Marbles may never be the same. Thank you.

Jerstin Crosby Chapel Hill Other/General 

Feedback

I'm an artist that lives in Chapel Hill, and works in 

downtown Raleigh.     I do not approve of the 

extreme slashing of arts funding in the current 

budget. By cutting the Community Organizations 

pool from $3,494,028 in 2020 to $500,000 in 

2021, you will be doing immeasurable damage to 

the most vulnerable and underfunded sectors of 

our NC community, the creative class. The 

creatives and artists in our community are what 

make this place special and help make our region 

attractive to millions of visitors, conferences, and 

other events from around the country. It is an 

essential part of the fabric of the triangle and 

should be prioritized and fully funded in the next 

budget.    Best,    Jerstin Crosby



Adam Chasen raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is an important community resource 

which is needed more than ever as there is 

increased uncertainty around childrens' activities.

Meredyth Pederson Cooper Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.    The arts are 

a major economic driver for Wake County 

(19,873 full-time jobs and $27 million in local 

government revenue according to Arts & 

Economic Prosperity 5), and United Arts 

supported this work through 53 grants to 

organizations, municipalities, and artists this past 

year. Additionally, arts organizations are net 

payers to the County government through 

remitting sales tax on our tickets and 

concessions.     United Arts is the key conduit for 

arts education in the schools in Wake County 

through its Artists in Schools program which 

reaches 120,000 children annually, in addition to 

providing grants for afterschool and summer 

youth arts education throughout the county. 

Given the needs of children for social and 

emotional learning, especially vulnerable 

populations, this is not the time to make less arts 

programming available.



Orvokki Crosby Chapel Hill Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Hi, I work in the arts industry, I am an artist & a 

patron of the arts; it is a most important & vital 

part of the local community.  Art lifts people's 

spirits & at this time anything that lifts spirits is 

needed more than ever.  A major part of that 

right now in these pandemic times includes public 

art in public spaces as well as those people who 

make arts & cultural events happen online and in 

the community.  This kind of activity needs to 

continue being supported.  I hear that the United 

Arts Council budget is being proposed to be 

drastically cut.   I am writing to ask that the 

United Arts budget be cut no more than the 

proportional decrease in the County’s budget.  

Thank you!

Jennifer Horsey Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I have heard that funding has been removed for 

the Marbles Children's Museum. I would like the 

funding to be reinstated as Marbles Children's 

Museum is a great opportunity for children to 

learn and explore. It is important that Marbles 

receive the funding they need to continue 

operating.



Rosalind Finney Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I support many of the difficult decisions made 

here, but am disappointed to see no mention of 

the arts, and United Arts in  particular.     I am not 

impartial in this discussion; I own a business that 

repairs musical instruments. Without an active 

arts community, and especially arts in the 

schools, my business may not support the 4 of us.     

    I understand the need to make drastic cuts, 

and I can’t argue with the importance of the arts 

compared to, say, EMT services, but please 

assure the public that funding for the arts will 

return to pre-crisis levels as soon as possible.

Anna Podris Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I write this and an artist who receives a large 

portion of my income from working at artists in 

the schools. These cuts would devastate my 

family.     Please prioritize United Arts funding 

because the arts mean business. The arts are a 

major economic driver for Wake County (19,873 

full-time jobs and $27 million in local government 

revenue according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 

5), and United Arts supported this work through 

53 grants to organizations, municipalities, and 

artists this past year. Additionally, arts 

organizations are net payers to the County 

government through remitting sales tax on our 

tickets and concessions.



Danielle Sly Knightdale Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Museum - please continue to fund the 

museum! My family loves going to Marbles. I 

have a 2 year old daughter that learns so much 

and has just the biggest smile on her face when 

we go. We bought a membership at the 

beginning of the year and can't wait to go back!

Yvonne Anderson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I strongly urge the commissioners to reconsider 

the budget allocation for the United Arts Council.  

The arts are essential to keep Wake County a 

vibrant and enlightened community.  However, 

without adequate funding, the United Arts 

Council cannot continue to support schools, 

artists, and arts organizations.

Garry Pomerleau Holly Springs EMS Please give every consideration to keep Cary ems 

and Eastern Wake EMS in service there is zero 

benefits to obsorbing them into the county 

agency  They both do invaluable community 

service that wake County ems has no interest in 

providing.

Amanda Given Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please think about all the good that Marbles does 

for Raleigh/Wake county residents but also how 

it’s a major attraction to those who consider 

moving here permanently and those who visit 

temporarily.    I am reminded of how integral 

Marbles was to my and my kids’ emotional health 

especially in the early years.    As a Red Hat 

employee, I’m also very dedicated to Marbles 

being a resource beyond the years when it was 

most beneficial to me. Think about the kind of 

city we want to be and are.



Allie Jacobs Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles Kids Museum's funding 

to provide early childhood educational outreach 

programming. The success of children positively 

impacts our entire community.

James Bernier Jr Apex Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum in the Wake County Budget. My 

family and I are members of the Museum and 

have been since we first moved to Wake County 

in 2013. It is and continues to be an amazing 

resource for parents and their children. Quite 

frankly, its a Godsend. I am disturbed to learn 

that the Museum is not currently slated to 

receive the funding it needs to continue to 

operate and serve the community, at least not at 

its current level. We truly believe that 

underfunding, or not funding the Museum at all, 

would be a terrible oversight and a detriment to 

Wake County. Every time our family has visited 

the Museum it has been packed with excited 

children and parents, and everyone bustling 

around from activity to activity or benefiting from 

many of the exhibits available for all ages at the 

Museum. Even during the pandemic, where we 

could not visit the Museum, the Museum has 

provided many remote activities and lessons and 

has further supported our children and their 

remote learning.  We urge you on behalf of 

ourselves and all those that benefit so greatly 

from the Museum to restore funding for it. 

Ashley and I are certainly willing to discuss our 

experiences with the Museum and to talk about 

its benefits to our community, and are willing to 



Leigh Poag Cary EMS I am against merging Cary EMS with anyone else. 

They provide exemplary service to our town.

Michael McGee Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Arts education and Arts funding is critical! Arts is 

proven to provide strong economic impact to the 

county. It has been Crucial to helping many 

people get through this pandemic. Please do not 

cut the United Arts Council Funding any more 

than at the level of the overall budget decrease 

for the county. The proposed budget is a 

Completely unfair burden for the Arts Council



Luanne L Roth Cary Community 

Organizations

As a citizen of Wake County, I respectfully ask 

that the $100,000 for the North Carolina 

Symphony’s comprehensive music education 

program for the county’s K-12 students be 

reinstated in the proposed Wake County budget 

for FY21. The Symphony’s educational 

partnership with Wake County and the Wake 

County Public School System (WCPSS) is decades 

old, and has enabled the Symphony to serve 

hundreds of thousands of Wake County students.    

   Through this partnership, the Symphony has 

been able to: 1) reach disadvantaged students, 

which means they have received in-classroom 

instruction on the elements of music and the 

great composers; 2) plan and lead music 

education workshops for teachers across the 

state; and 3) provide fifteen (15) full orchestral 

concerts in Wake County annually. The actual 

cost of each concert is approximately $31,500.    

The Symphony’s overall economic impact on 

Wake County, as measured by the Americans for 

the Arts Economic Impact Study, is approximately 

$14.3 million annually, including 453 jobs 

representing $11.2 million in household income 

and another $620,000 in revenue back to local 

government. As COVID-19 begins to recede to the 

point that it is safe to return to an active lifestyle, 

the North Carolina Symphony will be at the 



Alexander Thomas Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Re: Marbles Kids Museum Funding    The question 

you need to pose is are you willing to risk losing 

such an influential institution that has served this 

community so well over the last 13 years?    

Specifically, with the recent pandemic I’m sure 

Marbles will already be losing a ton of revenue. 

This loss of funding will be devastating to their 

operations. I think it's important to fund and 

preserve services that are immensely valuable to 

the community. I can assure you that Marbles 

impacts most of the residents in Wake County. 

Regardless of having children it has impacted my 

life, through my nephew, in such a positive way.    

Marbles Kids Museum has been an amazing 

influence on my nephew's life. My nephew did 

not initially deal with his parent's divorce well. He 

would be dropped off at my mother's place for 

swap between my brother and sister in law. 

Initially he started to act out while with my mom 

until she started to take him to Marbles every 

weekend. He is a much happier and healthier 

child and is excited to visit my mom again in 

anticipation for Marbles.     Despite my personal 

experience with the Museum there are a ton of 

access programs provided to underserved 

communities through Marbles including title 1 

and wake county library access programs.     A lot 

of amazing things in Wake County are at risk due 



Luanne L Roth Cary Community 

Organizations

I am writing to express my alarm in the severe cut 

that has been proposed to the Community 

Organizations, specifically the United Arts 

Council, budget FY2021. Excluding the effect of 

transferring Wake County Smart Start budget to 

the Other Education Initiatives Department in the 

amount of $1,688,028, the budget for 

Community Organizations has been reduced by 

$1,306,000, or 72.3%, from $1,806,000 to 

$500,000.  The budget for the United Arts Council 

alone was $511,000 in 2019 and 2020.     The 

Total Revenue budgeted FY2021 in the amount of 

$2,019,233,179 reflects a decrease of only 

2.567%, from FY2020 Amended budget. I 

understand that budgeting for so many needs is a 

very difficult task, but I cannot comprehend why 

the proposed expenditure budget for the 

Community Organizations has been slashed by 

72.3%. All of the Community Organizations 

depend heavily on their portion of the Wake 

County budget and are at risk of failing without 

adequate funding. More than 50% of the funding 

for grants made by the United Arts Council comes 

from the County’s appropriation, so these cuts 

will significantly inhibit their ability to provide 

grants to the over 50 organizations that United 

Arts supports.   As a supporter and believer in the 

power of the arts, as well as a Wake County 



Laura Clarke Raleigh Community 

Organizations

It is clear that the most vulnerable people in our 

society are experiencing the harshest impact of 

the pandemic.  They are not merely bored or 

annoyed - they are families without adequate 

nutrition, women and children experiencing 

domestic violence, and young people who were 

already at high risk of falling through the cracks of 

the education system.  Where are Wake County's 

priorities in cutting funding to InterAct, Boys and 

Girls club, and Marbles?   Our entire community 

loses when we don't take care of all of our 

residents, including kids and working families.  

Our priorities during a crisis should be the most 

vulnerable.   Please explain how this budget 

prioritizes Wake County residents who have the 

highest need and the fewest resources, because 

that's who we should be supporting.

Dale Wilson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Traditionally, Marbles has been in the Wake 

County government budget for $650,000 

annually, but I learned that Marbles is slated for 

ZERO dollars next year. As a community non-

profit Marbles relies on community funding for a 

lot of programs, including the Full Circle programs 

which serve over 52,000 families annually who 

face financial challenges, language barriers or 

physical and cognitive differences.  Please 

reinstate Marbles to their traditional program 

funding.  They cant do it without a public-private 

partnership with Wake County.



Diana La Wake Forest EMS No merger!!! Leave Eastern Wake EMS alone

Caroline Franz Raleigh EMS Please keep Cary EMS as it’s own entity, not to be 

merged together with Wake County EMS. Doing 

so serves no purpose other than disrupting the 

services Cary residents currently receive. As a 

Wake County resident, I prefer my taxes to be 

paid toward more pressing issues such as schools 

and Covid-related assistances.

Jaime Redig Clayton EMS Cary Area EMS is a vital piece of the community. 

Not only do we provide outstanding patient care, 

we provide needed services to the community 

which otherwise would not be provided. Each 

year, we hold a free flu clinic, which many people 

depend on for their vaccine. We do community 

outreach to schools and businesses which will not 

be provided if Cary Area EMS is acquired by Wake 

County EMS. Please, let us serve our community 

as we have for so many years.



Caroline Lemanek Zebulon Community 

Organizations

Please prioritize United Arts funding because the 

arts mean business. The arts are a major 

economic driver for Wake County (19,873 full-

time jobs and $27 million in local government 

revenue according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 

5), and United Arts supported this work through 

53 grants to organizations, municipalities, and 

artists this past year. Additionally, arts 

organizations are net payers to the County 

government through remitting sales tax on our 

tickets and concessions.

Caroline Lemanek Zebulon Community 

Organizations

Please prioritize United Arts funding because the 

arts mean business. The arts are a major 

economic driver for Wake County (19,873 full-

time jobs and $27 million in local government 

revenue according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 

5), and United Arts supported this work through 

53 grants to organizations, municipalities, and 

artists this past year. Additionally, arts 

organizations are net payers to the County 

government through remitting sales tax on our 

tickets and concessions.



Elise Witt Knightdale Wake County 

Public Schools

Please prioritize funding for United Arts to enable 

vital arts access for 120,000 Wake County 

students. It is important to  sustain the services 

and support our arts and culture economy that 

we will need to not only survive this crisis but to 

thrive as a County. If cuts must be made, they 

should be no more than proportional to the 

County’s overall budget cuts.        I grew up in 

Wake County schools, and for the last 30 years, 

as a Visiting Artist,  have been providing arts 

programming for Wake County students through 

United Arts.        Given the needs of children for 

social and emotional learning, especially 

vulnerable populations, instead of less arts 

programming we need MORE arts programming. 

Thank you for supporting flourishing of the arts in 

Wake County!



Maureen Daly Fuquay-Varina Community 

Organizations

The arts mean business, and are a major 

economic driver for Wake County (19,873 full-

time jobs and $27 million in local government 

revenue according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 

5). United Arts has supported this work through 

53 grants to organizations, municipalities, and 

artists just this past year. Arts organizations 

submit sales tax revenue to the County 

government, and are in a unique position to help 

our youth navigate this challenging time. If it is 

necessary that the budget for Community 

Organizations is reduced, please do so by a 

similar proportion to other areas and 

departments.   Given the needs of children for 

social and emotional learning, especially 

vulnerable populations, this is not the time to 

make less arts programming available.

Carrie Knowles Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

United Arts is the key conduit for arts education 

in the schools in Wake County through its Artists 

in Schools program which reaches 120,000 

children annually, in addition to providing grants 

for afterschool and summer youth arts education 

throughout the county. Given the needs of 

children for social and emotional learning, 

especially vulnerable populations, this is not the 

time to make less arts programming available.



Charles Joseph Phaneuf Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts. Thanks for 

your consideration!

Britt Thomas Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please add Marbles back to the WC budget. 

Marbles is a favorite family destination providing 

educational services to all children - and joy for 

all ages. Play is a critical element of early learning 

and Marbles is a world-class children's museum 

where children have the opportunity to explore 

and learn through play. Wake County has 

partnered with Marbles from the beginning to 

create this institution for our community. 

Without the financial support, Marbles will be 

unable to continue offering services to our most 

vulnerable children. As families recover from this 

pandemic, Marbles will be a valuable educational 

and recreational resource for all families. Please 

don't take this away from our families. I beg of 

you to partner with Marbles and invest in this 

informal education treasure we are lucky to have 

in Wake County.



Donald Craig Johnson Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

funding for United Arts. In addition to providing 

grants for afterschool and summer youth arts 

education throughout the county, United Arts is 

the key conduit for arts education in Wake 

County’s schools. Given the needs of children 

(especially those in vulnerable populations) for 

social and emotional learning, this is not the time 

to reduce available arts programming.  From a 

fiscally practical standpoint, the arts mean 

business. The arts are a major economic driver 

for Wake County: 19,873 full-time jobs and $27 

million in local government revenue according to 

Arts & Economic Prosperity 5. United Arts 

supported this work through 53 grants to 

organizations, municipalities, and artists during 

the past year. Further, Wake County’s arts 

organizations are net payers to county 

government through the remitting of sales tax on 

tickets and concessions.   I recognize the unique 

and unprecedented circumstances we are in; 

however, If cuts must be made, they should be 

no more than proportional to the County’s 

overall budget cuts.    Thank you.

Anita Hynus Apex Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please don't cut the budget for Uted Arts any 

more than you do for any other business.  The 

Arts are necessary for the mere survival of this 

pandemic.  Cutting out the Arts is not the nnswer.  

 Children and Adults need the Arts to filter 

creativity and keep their minds at an even keel.



Christine Olson Garner Community 

Organizations

I would like to express my support for funding for 

the United Arts Council of Raleigh and Wake 

County.  As a former PTA Cultural Arts Rep., I saw 

first hand the effects of their arts education 

programs that are especially impactful for schools 

in low-income areas.  For many Wake County 

children, this is the only exposure to the arts that 

they get.  United Arts also provides vital support 

to arts organizations in towns like Garner that 

support economic growth.  Please sustain their 

funding or, at worst, make sure that the cuts are 

proportional to the overall funding decrease.

Pamela Blizzard Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Support for the Arts, and specifically United Arts 

of Wake County, needs to continue at its 2020 

rate. United Arts' grants to organizations are a 

HUGE portion of all of our community theaters, 

chorales, dance companies... everybody depends 

on those funds to employ people fulltime, to 

contract HUNDREDS of people parttime, AND to 

make our community vibrant and attractive to 

employers' employees with arts shows. The Arts 

is a core part of what makes Raleigh one of the 

top ten places to move in the USA. Let's not gut 

that by the 85% proposed!



Chris Maxwell Cary Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.

Gene Brothers Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Funding for Marbles Children's Museum is critical 

to our community in providing educational 

experiences for all children in Wake County and 

for visitors to Raleigh. People-First Tourism has 

partnered with Marbles to create authentic 

educational experiences which provide both 

hands on interactive "lessons" at the museum 

paired with experiences provided by 

microentrepreneurs in Wake County. These 

experiences set Marbles as an exemplary 

institution among children's museums. Thank you 

for considering continued funding for this critical 

Wake County institution.   Thank you for your 

time    Gene Brothers   Co-Founder  People-First 

Tourisms

Sheneika Simmons Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum should continue to receive 

funding because Marbles promotes learning 

through play and curiosity. Marbles shows that 

innovative thinking and exploration can increase 

student learning and social emotional skills.



Jerome Davis Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

With regard to the upcoming budget, I would ask 

that you please consider limiting the cut in 

funding for the United Arts Council to no more 

than the cuts being made proportionally to the 

County’s overall budget.  The performing arts in 

particularly are going to be among the hardest hit 

as their venues will have to open, if at all, at a 

much diminished capacity, so to make draconian 

cuts to the United Arts Council will almost 

certainly cost jobs, diminish the impact of live 

arts events on businesses throughout their 

immediate area and generally depress the 

tourism business in our area.  Thank you for your 

consideration.

Nathalie Tondeur Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please prioritize United Arts funding because the 

arts mean business. The arts are a major 

economic driver for Wake County (19,873 full-

time jobs and $27 million in local government 

revenue according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 

5), and United Arts supported this work through 

53 grants to organizations, municipalities, and 

artists this past year. Additionally, arts 

organizations are net payers to the County 

government through remitting sales tax on our 

tickets and concessions.



Cody Jetton Apex EMS I am a former chairman of the board of the Cary 

Area EMS and was a member of this organization 

for six years during the severe economic 

downturn of 2008 - 2012 and helped manage the 

organization through very difficult times.  I would 

like to publicly state my opposition to a merger 

between Wake County EMS/Cary Area 

EMS/Eastern Wake EMS. (Cary or Eastern Wake) 

has been an integral part of my community. From 

the volunteers, the crews coming to our schools 

to teach about the work they do, to the life 

saving classes they provide, this organization 

must continue. Please vote NO on a merger.  

Sincerely,  Cody Jetton



Elizabeth Corgan Raleigh Community 

Organizations

To say Marbles has made me a better parent 

would be an understatement. It is easy to get 

caught in the rush of everything, the “checklists” 

of daily parenting, but what I have learned 

through Marbles’ invaluable programs and 

mission is this: play is essential, not only for kids, 

but for us parents. This quarantine has proved 

that to me over and over again. Play has given us 

an escape, a way to connect, and built better 

relationships. What Marbles provides is a safe 

space for children to explore new ways to play, 

fostering skills the didn’t know they had and 

exposing them to the power of community.     I 

do consider myself to be in a unique situation as I 

am not only “Mom” to Addie(3) and 

Emma’s(4mo), but I am also privileged to work 

alongside so many amazing hardworking people 

at Marbles. I know the heart that goes into each 

and every decision made, programs created, 

exhibits designed, and ways of making them 

more accessible. As a mom, I am thankful to have 

such a dedicated team vouching for the youth in 

our community.     Marbles is a one of a kind 

destination for so many families. There has not 

been a more impactful place for me as a parent 

than Marbles. I hope you consider this funding as 

an investment in the community for parents and 

kids who have been knocked down by this 
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Nathan Hanna Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Although I understand the need for budget cuts 

to many programs across the board, it find it hard 

to believe that these cuts would not have been 

worthy of making it on the summary page for 

quick review.  It seems like a 100% cut to 

programs that the board decided were of value 

to invest in is unfair to these programs.  I would 

have expected a cut in funding, but 100% could 

kill programs that previously were deemed worth 

investing in are no longer with any budget.  I 

would rather see taxes increased to support 

recovery than kill programs we will regret losing 

in 2-3 years.  Selfishly, my immediate concern for 

my family is marbles, but I believe it applies to all 

these types of programs

Lisa F Tomaino Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

As a WC resident I am tired of seeing that the 

school system has to beg for money every year to 

keep up with the needs of the schools and the 

students.  As an employee,  I see first hand the 

cuts that have been made over the years and it's 

disheartening to see that there will be no 

increased funding per pupil and for growth.  I 

urge the commissioners to reconsider, if 

necessary speak with school staff to understand 

the needs. We can't provide quality education, as 

is expected in our community, with so little 

funding.



Lisa Raschke Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please prioritize United Arts funding because the 

arts mean business. The arts are a major 

economic driver for Wake County (19,873 full-

time jobs and $27 million in local government 

revenue according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 

5), and United Arts supported this work through 

53 grants to organizations, municipalities, and 

artists this past year. Additionally, arts 

organizations are net payers to the County 

government through remitting sales tax on our 

tickets and concessions.

Allison Itin Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am currently a member of the Board of 

Directors for United Arts Council of Raleigh and 

Wake County.  I ask that United Arts' budget be 

cut no more than the proportional decrease in 

the County’s budget. I am certainly 

understanding of the County's many priorities, 

yet nonetheless ask for this consideration. Thank 

you for all that you do!



Joshua Reaves Fuquay Varina Community 

Organizations

1) As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.  2) Please 

prioritize United Arts funding because the arts 

mean business. The arts are a major economic 

driver for Wake County (19,873 full-time jobs and 

$27 million in local government revenue 

according to Arts & Economic Prosperity 5), and 

United Arts supported this work through 53 

grants to organizations, municipalities, and artists 

this past year. Additionally, arts organizations are 

net payers to the County government through 

remitting sales tax on our tickets and 

concessions.   3) United Arts is the key conduit for 

arts education in the schools in Wake County 

through its Artists in Schools program which 

reaches 120,000 children annually, in addition to 

providing grants for afterschool and summer 

youth arts education throughout the county. 

Given the needs of children for social and 

emotional learning, especially vulnerable 

populations, this is not the time to make less arts 

programming available.



Dave W Klibanow Durham Wake County 

Public Schools

United Arts is the key conduit for arts education 

in the schools in Wake County through its Artists 

in Schools program which reaches 120,000 

children annually, in addition to providing grants 

for afterschool and summer youth arts education 

throughout the county. Given the needs of 

children for social and emotional learning, 

especially vulnerable populations, this is not the 

time to make less arts programming available.

Jean Wozencraft-Ornellas Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am very distressed to see the significant 

reduction in arts funding in this budget.  Artists - 

particularly performing artists were some of the 

hardest hit with regard to earnings, and these 

cuts will only continue that hardship.  One of the 

primary reasons I chose to make Raleigh my 

forever home was the availability of quality 

performing arts.  Many of our local performers 

provided us with free performances online to 

keep us sane during the shut-down.  PLEASE 

reconsider these drastic cuts.

Diane Kuehn Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Given our huge progress in becoming a cultural 

epicenter of the South, I ask that you consider 

cutting the United Arts Council's budget 

proportionately (only) with the decrease in 

county budget year over year.



Sandy Ceppos Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.

Nate McGaha Apex Community 

Organizations

As a supporter and believer in the power of the 

arts, I am writing today to ask you to prioritize 

United Arts’ funding to enable vital arts access for 

120,000 students and to sustain the services and 

support our arts and culture economy will need 

to survive this crisis and thrive. If cuts must be 

made, they should be no more than proportional 

to the County’s overall budget cuts.

Addie Thornton Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

I am urging the Wake County Commissioners to 

re-instate Marbles Program Funding.  Without 

Wake County program support Marbles will no 

longer be able to work in partnership with the 

school system and public libraries to provide free-

of-charge, highly impactful pre-K outreach, school 

readiness programs and family learning 

experiences for the county’s most vulnerable 

students. All children in wake county deserve the 

right to learn and play at Marbles no matter their 

economic situation and this program funding 

helps ensure that kids who may not have that 

opportunity can get it.



Marla Dorrel Cary EMS Please do not proceed with the merge of Cary 

EMS with Wake County EMS. Cary EMS is an 

integral part of our community. One of the 

distinguishing strengths of Cary EMS comes from 

its use of a corps of extensively trained 

volunteers. With a small staff and a dedicated 

corps of volunteers, you’ll find Cary EMS at any 

community event, offering services and 

education to all who attend. You’ll also find Cary 

EMS in our schools, day care centers and scout 

troops, educating and informing – at no cost. 

Volunteers serve a minimum of a whopping 48 

hours a month – extraordinary!     Regarding the 

cost savings, Cary EMS was told to expect a seven 

percent cut in their budget for the coming year. 

They did as they were asked, submitting a revised 

budget. They received no response and were 

blindsided by the merger proposal. That’s just a 

shabby way to do business and certainly damages 

morale, should the merger take place. By the 

way, according to Town of Cary staff, due to the 

significant number of people in Cary who have 

medical insurance and the very low number of 

people who need indigent care, EMS services for 

the Cary area already subsidize expenses for 

other areas. This is not really about cost savings; 

it's a decades-long debate about power and 

control.  Please keep Cary EMS independent.



Collette Meador Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

While it is appreciated that the proposed budget 

maintains funds for WCPSS, the amount 

proposed does not come close to covering actual 

costs due to population growth.  Additionally, at 

the request of the Wake Commissioners, the 

school system has spent down a significant 

portion of their fund balance. There is no surplus 

in this account to cover the recurring costs of 

$18M.  This is a difficult time facing everyone and 

there is not enough funds to go around; however, 

it should not be at the expense of public 

education.  These children are the future drivers 

of the the Wake County economy.  They are 

worth the investment now.

Madison Pharr Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I have worked at Marbles Kids Museum for 6 

years and during that time I have truly learned 

how important Marbles is as a community 

resource.  Marbles provides a safe space for ALL 

families and ALL kids unlike anywhere else in 

Wake County. They are able to learn, grow, and 

develop through PLAY, which reaches beyond 

language, physical ability, and socio-economic 

standing. I ask you to reinstate the funding for 

Marbles so that we can continue to fulfill mission 

based work that reaches beyond just Wake 

County.



Terrance Ruth Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

We know that there are difficult decisions ahead. 

But the cost of our children's safety is of top 

priority.  I have a 1st grader and his safety will 

require full funding of our schools. The $18M is 

mandated. If not funded by commissioners, our 

schools will have to cut other needed programs 

or do more with less. We learned how that 

harmed our programs and impacted our students 

during the 2008 recession.

Gloria Dragonette Apex Wake County 

Public Schools

To Whom It May Concern:  Please keep in mind 

county growth within the school system, rather 

than just maintaining status quo, in your budget 

decisions.

james castellow raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Keep Marbles Kids Museum funded. Our kids 

have learned so much in their visits there. They 

love to go and learn and the camps are the best.

Meagan Bryson Durham Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles in the Wake County 

budget!



Peggy Albertson Campbell Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I write to you as a parent and a community 

member.  Marbles has been invaluable to our 

family.    I remember taking my daughter to 

Toddler Hollow there as she took her first steps.  I 

was pregnant with my second child and took her 

there to play daily- it was a place that I could 

ensure she was safe and happy and entertained 

and I could watch happily.  Since then both of our 

children have enjoyed Marbles weekly.  We 

attend almost all of their special events and it 

continues to amaze me with their staff, 

cleanliness, creativity, and kindness.  Last year, 

we had intended to host our son's birthday party 

on a Sunday morning at a park.  It poured rain 

and was freezing cold.  I came into the museum 

at the moment they opened, and even though 

they did not have a room available for his party- 

they made it happen, and with a smile.  They 

were so accommodating and amazing and each 

child had a wonderful time!  They went above 

and beyond and that was just their normal.    It 

would be a huge disservice to our community, 

and our state to take away funding from such a 

gem.  It serves our community so well.  Please 

please reconsider this.  Best,  Peggy Campbell



Edward Jones Raleigh, NC Community 

Organizations

My in- town and out of town grandchildren and I  

are eager for Marbles to reopen and once again 

welcome us with opportunities to learn and play 

together in a positive and accessible environment 

where they foster strong connections. Without 

Wake County’s continued commitment, Marbles 

will be unable to implement the operational 

changes necessary to reopen safely to the public 

this summer, elevating the threat to there long-

term viability caused by the COVID19 closure.    

Marbles is a world-class children’s museum and a 

beacon for family visitors, resulting in local 

economic impact of $24 million each year. With 

local tourism and hospitality among the 

industries hardest hit by the pandemic, 

jeopardizing the reopening of Marbles - the 

second most visited destination in Wake County - 

will be a further blow to civic recovery, driving 

down demand for staycations and regional family 

travel that was critical to local tourism during the 

last recession. Please include enough money in 

the budget to keep this amazing children's 

museum open to help all children in Wake County 

and elsewhere thrive in a creaative awesome 

environment.



Karen Chasen Raleigh, NC Other/General 

Feedback

My in town and out of town family is eager for 

Marbles to reopen and once again welcome them 

with opportunities to learn and play together in a 

positive and accessible environment where they 

foster strong connections. Without Wake 

County’s continued commitment, Marbles will be 

unable to implement the operational changes 

necessary to reopen safely to the public this 

summer, elevating the threat to our long-term 

viability caused by the COVID19 closure. This is 

one of the best interactive museums in the state 

appealing to all ages.    Marbles is a world-class 

children’s museum and a beacon for family 

visitors, resulting in local economic impact of $24 

million each year. With local tourism and 

hospitality among the industries hardest hit by 

the pandemic, jeopardizing the reopening of 

Marbles - the second most visited destination in 

Wake County - will be a further blow to civic 

recovery, driving down demand for staycations 

and regional family travel that was critical to local 

tourism during the last recession.

Joseph Alford Zebulon EMS Do not let wake county ems take over eastern 

wake you will lost to many very good paramedics



Jeannette Raymond Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider funding Marbles during the 

upcoming year.  I know that Covid-19 has had a 

huge monetary impact on Raleigh and the world, 

but Marbles is an integral part of Raleigh.  It is a 

wonderful place for kids to play and explore and 

a tourist draw as well.  It is also a vital place for 

educators to have access.  Please help fund 

Marbles!

David Schnell Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

As far as the cuts in budget go, I think with the 

Covid19 issues we're having, an additional 20 

early voting sites is a luxury we could afford to 

miss, and save $2.9m. You should also consider 

raising fees for pet licenses to offset costs of the 

animal shelter. It would discourage people from 

buying pets and then dumping them on the 

shelter when they find out they don't want them.



David Schnell Raleigh Tax Rate – 

General Property 

Rate

I would like to see some in the county goals that 

describes how all these programs will be 

measured to determine if they are meeting their 

goals, and how they will be evaluated to 

determine if they should be eliminated if they are 

not. I'd also like to know why the county doesn't 

have a goal to reduce taxpayer costs and 

maintain low property tax rates so long term 

residents aren't forced out of their homes by 

rising property taxes brought on by unfettered 

development. It seems that one of the major 

obstacles to affordable housing is the constant 

property tax increases on top of escalating 

property values, and a complete lack of concern 

of the commissioners for the hapless taxpayers 

who are footing the bill.

Amy Shyshnyak Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please reinstate funding for Marbles kids 

museum. So many children in our area benefit 

from what this organization has to offer. I'm not 

sure what we would have done without Marbles 

when our children were small.



Michael Reinstein Wendell Other/General 

Feedback

The Marbles Kids Museum in downtown Raleigh 

has been an important part of my children’s lives. 

My young children are already struggling greatly 

during this time because there is nothing for 

them to do outside our home and yard. The 

lockdown has been very hard on them. My 4-year 

old just told me that she “hopes nothing happens 

to Marbles because of the bad germ.” Please 

consider funding the museum with our budget to 

ensure it is not a casualty of COVID-19.

Jennifer Barnett Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles is an important part of the Wake County 

community as well as an opportunity for the 

greater North Carolina state.  Please consider 

continuing its funding for the next fiscal year!

John Kinneer Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Museum is the champion of providing a 

venue, programs and activities for our youth. 

Please continue your funding support so they can 

continue to support our youth.



Scott C Evich Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I understand the burden you face and the 

decisions that you need to make in regards to 

your budget.  Deficits are never pleasant and with 

that you'll need to make tough choices.  That 

being said, I find it disgusting to learn that 

program funding for the Marbles Kids Museum is 

going to occur.  To remove funding from any 

educational venue that provides services to this 

county is unconscionable.  I asked that you 

reinstate their program funding.  I am certain that 

there has to be wasteful spending in this county 

outside of public services.



Ben Rothermel Raleigh EMS The county commissioners should vote in favor of 

the merger of Cary and Eastern Wake EMS to 

form one Wake County EMS agency. Contract 

agencies add unnecessary cost to the taxpayers 

and the only argument in favor of retaining them 

is the so called "tradition" they claim. Currently, 

there is an active campaign by Cary and Eastern 

Wake EMS in which they are spreading false 

information to members of the community. 

Specifically, they are incorrectly stating that there 

will be longer response times and less 

ambulances covering the areas. This is not true, 

and it is dangerous information to spread to the 

public.  There will be no service impacts or 

reductions in ambulances, and it is important to 

note that Wake County already owns the 

stations, ambulances and pays the salaries for all 

Eastern Wake EMS employees.  Vote for the 

merger, as there will be more uniformity across 

the system, less politics, and financial savings in 

the long run.

Matt Anderson Knightdale Community 

Organizations

Please fund Marbles!



Meredith Hearn Dockery Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am contacting you on behalf of Marbles Kids 

Museum.    I have had the privilege to be involved 

with this amazing educational enrichment 

museum in many ways.  My story begins as an 

aunt, visiting the original location of Play Space. 

My niece, who was diagnosed with apraxia, 

would visit often. This helped with speech, 

socialization and creativity.   I had my first child in 

2007. My second arrived in 2009. I can't imagine 

what the hectic days of toddlerhood would have 

been like without Marbles. My kids absolutely 

adored the museum! We attended specialty 

events such as night with the elves, Halloween 

and birthday parties. I believe you would find it 

difficult to find a parent that doesn't have similar 

stories in our area.  Last, I have been on the front 

lines seeing the dedication and hard work that 

goes into keeping this museum a true downtown 

Raleigh staple. I have walked along the staff and 

volunteers on thier fundraising journey for over 6 

years. They have a following of believers. 

Believers in the mission. Believers in the purpose.  

 And believers in children.   I urge you to listen to 

your people.  Truly hear the stories.  Our time 

looks very different since COVID-19 showed its 

ugly face but YOU have the power to keep a 

constant alive with funding! Our children, citizens 

and residents have seen enough staples close in 
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Elizabeth Anderson Knightdale Community 

Organizations

I understand there is a threat of cutting funding 

to Marbles Kids Museum. I implore you to 

reconsider!!! Marbles has been a huge part of my 

daughter’s development since she was 7 months 

old. Now she is almost three and still asks me at 

least weekly if we can go to Marbles. My heart 

breaks as I tell her “not yet” while we wait for it 

to reopen. I know I am not alone in my 

appreciation of Marbles for education, 

development, and just plain FUN!! Please do not 

jeopardize this beloved resource!



Amy Crouch Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

My family and I have been living in Raleigh for 12 

years. We are raising our children in East Raleigh 

and love it. However, one of the reasons we love 

it, and we consider Raleigh to be a family friendly 

city is the wonderful, wonderful kids' museum in 

Marbles that we have downtown. Since our 

oldest daughters first birthday in 2011 we have 

gone almost weekly. It's where we meet up with 

friends, it's where we explore, and our kids know 

every nook and cranny and still love to go. Our 

kids go to a title one school in knightdale and it 

was the first field trip that they took, often the 

first time out of knightdale for many of those 

kids. We have seen so many families from out of 

town, and have brought our share of guests 

because we want to share this staple with our 

friends, too. We usually stop by a restaurant on 

our way in or out, and make the experience of 

living in Raleigh connected with Marbles.     We 

are begging you--my kids are begging you-- to 

PLEASE help to reinstate the Wake County 

funding for marbles. We would be devastated to 

see it go, and ask that you do whatever you can 

to help make that happen!    Thanks so much,       

District 4 constituent,     Amy Crouch

Jennifer Curtis-Maury Apex Community 

Organizations

Please keep the funding for the Marbles 

Museum.  It is a vital attraction for local families 

as well as for tourism in the downtown area.



Ginny Mann Cary Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please reinstate the funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum.  I have a rising kindergartener and want 

him to have the opportunity for educational 

enrichment through this wonderful program. My 

two children enjoy creative play through dress 

up, and engaging in the science experiments run 

by staff.

Emily Philip Durham Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider Marbles Museum funding. 

Marbles has been such an amazing learning 

experience for my 4 kids. We drive 30 minutes at 

least once a month to learn and grow through 

play there. While we’re in the area we always 

enjoy eating out as well.      We have missed 

Marbles so much during this pandemic and have 

been so looking forward to it reopening. If you 

guys don’t continue to support Marbles, they will 

be unable to safely open again. I know that will 

impact Wake County negatively as you will lose 

the local tourism that museum drives (like my 

family).     Besides my family, I know Marbles 

does so much good, making a real difference in 

the lives of Wake County’s most vulnerable 

citizens. I know you want to continue to care for 

those less fortunate that yourself and Marbles is 

an excellent piece of that.     Please reinstate 

Marbles’ funding so it can continue to provide 

the incredible services it always has.     Thank you,    

   Emily Philip



Christina Hester Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Dear County Commissioners,   Marbles Kids 

Museum has been a part of our lives for the past 

8 years. The superior programming and outreach 

they have provided has been invaluable to Wake 

County. In my family's opinion it is a shining gem 

of Wake County and we have been so lucky to 

have taken advantage of its close proximity to 

our home. For several years we visited Marbles 

every weekend for a few hours each time. Before 

the stay-at-home we visited about twice a 

month. Their family pricing for a yearly 

membership has made this educational 

destination very cost effective. Their online 

offerings have made the stay at home orders 

bearable. My family and others on a budget, 

would not be able to find comparable 

alternatives to Marbles' services. Please do not 

remove this line item from the budget. Thank you.

Dirk Swart Apex EMS Please allow Cary EMS and Eastern Wake EMS to 

remain separate from County control

Tara Guzman Apex Community 

Organizations

Please provide continued funding for the Marbles 

Kids Museum. As a teacher I have found them to 

be a huge blessing to my students with special 

needs. They have had so many community 

outreach programs and activities and are a 

strength to the community.



Brent Miller Cary EMS I am saddened and disappointed to hear that 

Wake County is once again raising the specter of 

merging Wake County EMS, Cary Area EMS and 

Eastern Wake EMS.    It seems that every few 

years this matter is settled, and all parties agree 

that the current organization is optimal for the 

citizens of Wake County; then, not long after, 

Wake County EMS once again proposes a merger 

that everyone had already agreed was unwise.    

It's especially disappointing that this year, Wake 

County EMS is using the terrible COVID-19 public 

health crisis as a reason for dubious claims about 

cost savings when it seems that this would be the 

worst imaginable time to make organizational 

changes in this critical public health service.    

Sixty-seven employees and volunteers of Cary 

Area EMS wrote an open letter outlining the 

extraordinary success and collaboration of the 

current organization. As a citizen of Cary and 

former chair of the Cary Area EMS Board of 

Directors, I know that those employees and 

volunteers are right. The current system works 

exceedingly well for the citizens of Wake County.    

  Nothing is broken; nothing needs "fixing". Even 

if it did, this is a terrible time to make changes to 

our emergency medical response.    Please vote 

NO on the EMS merger.



John Mongeon Wendell Community 

Organizations

Wake County Commissioner - Please reinstate 

program funding for Marbles Kids Museum in the 

Wake County Budget. We support Marbles with 

an annual family membership that includes our 5 

grandchildren.  Marbles is their "Go To" place of 

choice for fun education learning and growing 

early childhood skill sets.  Thank you

Spandana Apex Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

We need Marbles to promote learning for our 

children. Please reinstate the budget to fund 

Marbles.



Karen Setty Chapel Hill Community 

Organizations

We were saddened to hear of the proposed 

reduction in financial support for Marbles 

children's museum. This place was a second 

home for us in the first few years after moving to 

North Carolina with young children, and a 

gateway to the other offerings of downtown 

Raleigh. We were members for several years and 

have enjoyed seeing the programming expand. 

Our son (8) still says it is his favorite place. He has 

special needs for additional physical activity and 

sensory input. Marbles allowed us much-needed 

time to relax as a family while fulfilling his needs, 

especially on cold winter days when no or very 

few other venues catering to children were 

available. It taught him that needing play is okay. 

I hope you will consider preserving this access for 

other children and families who need play. You 

will likely find investing in children during the 

critical window of development from age 0-10 

makes a huge difference in their formation as 

productive, functional adults. We have also 

visited many other children's museums and 

science centers around the country and remain 

extremely proud of what Raleigh has to offer.

Eva Feucht Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I urge you to protect funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum. As a resident of downtown Raleigh 

(within walking distance of Marbles) and a parent 

of three children under age 6, I am very aware of 

the critical value Marbles provides to our 

community. Please make this museum a priority.



Justin Pierce Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles is an incredible community resource. It is 

the first thing I tell newcomers to Raleigh with 

kids to go and visit. I happily pay my membership 

but I know not every family can. Investment in 

this resource helps those families and every 

dollar spent will ultimately be returned many 

times over by helping children grow to be 

healthy, active, and capable adults.

Hannah Bockover Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Kids Museum is a critical part of our 

community. They help provide experiences for 

our children and their families in Wake County, 

our state, and our nation. A funding cut would be 

devastating to the museum in an already 

precarious time. The museum would no longer be 

able to offer programs and outreach for our 

schools, public libraries, and families in need. As a 

former public school teacher, I know partnerships 

like this are critical to the success of so many 

children who are the future of our communities. 

Once this pandemic is over, places like Marbles 

will be essential to our recovery and return to 

normalcy. My child and my family have had a 

wonderful time making memories at Marbles and 

are looking forward to making many more. Please 

consider doing as much as you can to save 

funding for this great asset.



Holly Knox Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Strongly urge continued funding of Marbles 

Museum. This is a fabulous resource for kids and 

families; one of Raleigh's great cultural places. 

We're grandparents, love to take our grandkids 

there, and give the family a membership every 

year for Xmas. Please keep this wonderful place 

alive!

Anita Brown Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please please put Marbles back in your budget. 

Thank you.

Dale Cousins Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I think this budget was clear and informed.  We 

are wading into unknown territory with the 

continuing pandemic. I believe the cautious 

approach taken by the Manager is to be 

applauded. As a former WC employee, I 

understand that budget cuts are tough (and I am 

mourning the reduced hours, layoffs, and 

lowered book budget for the public libraries 

already) but the County has many issues to face; 

it is not singularly focused. I think this budget is 

the most transparent and understandable than 

others I have seen and experienced.  Thank you 

for maintaining the educational appropriation for 

PreK and the County’s youngest residents! Best 

wishes as we all move ahead together to get 

through this current crisis.



Susan Erlinger Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider the funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum.  Marbles sealed the deal for us when 

our family relocated to Raleigh 8 years ago and 

has been an integral part of our children’s lives 

since then.  Wake County children need Marbles! 

Wake County teachers need Marbles. Wake 

County parents and grandparents need Marbles. 

Wake County tourism and workforce recruiters 

need Marbles.  It would be a grave mistake on 

the part of the County to fail to support and 

ensure the viability of this community treasure.  

Thank you



Patricia Crissman Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am writing to request the County reinstate 

funding for Marbles Kids Museum for the 2020-

21 budget year. As a grandparent, I strongly 

support the great work Marbles does providing 

quality, fun educational activities for young 

children. Marbles is a great supplement to our 

public schools. Our 7 grandchildren LOVE 

Marbles! Please consider:    Current funding from 

Wake County helped Marbles quickly pivot to 

provide playful Learn-at-Home resources for local 

families when schools and community 

organizations closed due to the pandemic. 

Without Wake County’s renewed commitment, 

Marbles will be unable to continue providing 

learning support that fills the gap for families 

during the extended closure of schools and other 

programs.      Marbles Full Circle access and 

inclusion programs serve more than 52,000 

families facing financial challenges, language 

barriers or physical and cognitive differences. 

Without Wake County’s continued commitment, 

Marbles capacity to restart community programs 

will be delayed by months, if not a full year, 

removing an essential service that makes a real 

difference in the lives of Wake County’s most 

vulnerable citizens.     Local families are eager for 

Marbles to reopen and once again welcome them 

with opportunities to learn and play together in a 



Mary willoughby Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

I’m writing to express my support for Marbles 

and ask you to restore funding for this priceless 

resource in the county budget. These are 

unprecedented times and the needs are great. 

Marbles serves our community in myriad ways - 

not least of which include a $24 million economic 

impact and, most importantly, stands in the gap 

for families with language and financial barriers 

to services. Please restore funding for Marbles!

Theresa DePierro Cary Community 

Organizations

Reinstate program funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum in the Wake County Budget.



Elizabeth Coykendall Siler City EMS As an employee at Cary Area EMS, I do not want 

this merger to go through. At Cary, we invest 

much of our time and resources to our local 

community. CPR, Stop the Bleed, Citizens 

Academies, Food and Blood Drives, classes for 

Scouts and local schools.... All of which will end if 

we become Wake County EMS. We run a strong 

volunteer program that filters medical 

professionals on to PA, NP, MD, and DO 

programs, all going on to have positive impacts 

on their own communities.     Cary Area EMS is 

more important for this community beyond 

running day to day 911 calls. Wake County EMS 

will not take on any of the programs that are in 

place, and they will not be stewards of our 

community, as evident by the lack of involvement 

in any community they have ever taken over. 

They are a big business, not interested in the 

personal impact that our agency has on our 

neighbors.    Please vote no on this hostile 

takeover bid. For our communities.

Cyndi Soter O'Neil Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please continue funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum. Their work is critical to the health, 

wellness and education of young children in our 

community - and to supporting parents of young 

children. With the closure of museums to prevent 

the virus spread, Marbles has been unable to 

generate revenue through admissions and will 

continue to remain closed in phase 2. County 

funding is imperative to ensure the viability of 

this important organization.



Randa Snow Kenly Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please don't cut the funding to Marbles. We 

already don't have very many educational and 

fun places to take out younger children. Cutting 

back funds is risking the possible closure of one of 

the main places to take our kids!     Education is 

important, teachers take their students here, 

Moms take their kids here, Grandparents, Aunts, 

Uncles! Don't take this from us! Please reconsider 

this decision so our children can continue to learn 

and have fun outside of the school and home as 

well!

Bradley Bennett Cary Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

It has been shown in many studies over 30 years 

that smart start and early education and care like 

marbles has returned many times (the study I 

read said 7x) over their investment. So the 

reverse of those studies would be cutting funding 

increases future tax obligations by a multiple of 

7x. Please at least do not cut funding for early 

education and care like smart start and marbles.

Emily Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles Kids Museum supports the learning of so 

many disadvantaged kids in our community and 

our children would be much further behind 

without Marbles. Reinstate their funding!



Ann Marie Gresham Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is more than just place for 

children to play. It is a safe haven for children and 

their families to come together and learn in a fun, 

interactive way. I worked for Marbles throughout 

high school and during the summer after my 

freshman year of college. I saw firsthand how the 

employees enacted Marbles’ mission statement 

of “sparking imagination, discovery, and learning 

through play.” Team Marbles engages our guests 

and invite them to learn, whether it be through 

pop-up activities, or through short interactions 

and conversations with guests. Children of all 

abilities are able to learn at Marbles. From Family 

Fun Nights, which cater to guests with sensory 

sensitivities, to Playful Parenting, a guide to help 

parents “foster meaningful relationships with 

their children,” Marbles looks out for all of its 

guests. I babysat for dozens of families in the 

Raleigh area and they all have a very positive 

relationship with Marbles. Their kids love learning 

in themed environments. I have nothing but great 

things to say about Marbles’ impact on the Wake 

County community and beyond, but I have one 

story that I often think about to this day. During 

Hurricane Irma, many guests from Florida 

travelled up the coast to seek shelter from the 

storm. That weekend, my team leaders let us 

know that we might encounter guests who are 



Tiffany Vilar Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am begging the commissioners to reinstate 

program funding for Marbles Kids Museum in the 

Wake County Budget. I have been looking SO 

forward to starting a family and making lifelong 

memories with them at Marbles. It would be such 

a devastation to lose something we never had an 

opportunity to experience. Please! I am begging! 

Thank you!

Jennifer Hutton Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate the funding for Marbles 

Childrens Museum. It is valuable to the children 

and families in our community.

Katelin Koerner Winterville Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles children museum is a highlight to my 

preschool daughters. We take the 1.5 hr drive at 

least 2x a month to come visit and are members. 

We have taken all our family that visits from out 

of state to show how amazing it is. Loosing it 

would decrease the value of people traveling to 

Raleigh for education and family learning. Restore 

the budget so we may return!

Johna Van Stelten Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for the Marbles 

Kids Museum in the Wake County Budget. The 

museum provides so much benefit for the 

children of Wake County, especially the 

underprivileged. It would be shameful not to 

provide the resources needed to maintain this 

beloved Wake County institution.



Marilyn Lomax Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please consider keeping funding as is for Marbles 

Museum. It offers so much to our children to let 

them learn and explore. We don’t want our 

children’s experiences to be comprised with 

these proposed budget cuts to their funding.

Drew Richards Hope Mills, NC Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Museum is a very important part of the 

community in downtown Raleigh. The education 

provided for children of all ages is essential. 

Please reconsider helping find them to keep their 

doors open.

Daniela Garner Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum! Since we moved in wake county 4 years 

ago it's been our fun place to go with our kids as 

often as possible, and every time family from out 

of state come to visit we all go to Marbles! It's 

great place for kids to have fun and learn in a 

form of play! It would be catastrophic if Marbles 

would have to close because of budget issues! 

Thank you

Janet C Holly Springs Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum!



Sara Bell Durham Community 

Organizations

Though I now live in Durham, I grew up in Raleigh 

and will always consider myself a Raleighite at 

heart. Not long after I graduated from NC State 

with a degree in History, I was hired as a 

researcher and assistant to the Vice President of 

Exhibits during the development phase of the 

Exploris Museum, now Marbles Kids Museum.  It 

was one of the most rewarding professional 

experiences I have had in a long career working in 

education, arts, and cultural studies.  The services 

provided by Marbles Kids Museum--both as a 

center for learning and discovery and as a 

community space for events, exhibitions, and 

forums--are indispensable to the citizens of Wake 

County and beyond.  I am now a Humanities 

Instructor at Vance-Granville Community College.  

 I can attest to the essential role vibrant, diverse 

educational centers like Marbles play in helping 

to educate North Carolina's young people and 

preparing them for higher education and 

lucrative careers in all corners of our state. 

Moreover, as a cornerstone of downtown 

Raleigh's ever-developing landscape, the museum 

also provides a destination for both residents and 

tourists, fueling local businesses and driving the 

local economy.    I urge the Wake County Board 

of Commissioners to consider the rich benefits 

Marbles Kids Museum has provided to the Matthew Pelton Holly Springs Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles Kids Museum is a crucial part of our 

community from both a social and educational 

perspective.  I strongly urge Wake County to 

continue funding Marbles to ensure that families 

that depend on the facility and services are not 

neglected.



Charlie Sarratt Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please keep Marbles Museum in the budget.

William Welborn Cary EMS The proposed combination of the Cary Area and 

Eastern Wake EMS systems into the Wake County 

system will irreparably harm the citizens of the 

area. Previous mergers have resulted in less 

trucks and increased response times. This cannot 

happen for these vital areas.

Matt Thomas Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please continue funding for Marble kids museum! 

Our kids love visiting there and it’s a safe place 

for kids with low income to visit as well!



Michael James Munn Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a resident and business owner who cares 

deeply about early childhood education, I 

strongly urge you to continue supporting Marbles 

Kids Museum with the $650K annual funds.      

Since becoming a Board member at Marbles I 

have grown to appreciate how this gem of an 

organization serves as an extension to our public 

education system, providing engaging and 

educational exhibits, camps and events that 

expose ALL of our county's children to STEM and 

STEAM based career opportunities.  Marbles does 

this at highly reduced costs, or for free, for the 

most vulnerable Pre-K children, who otherwise 

may never be exposed to such educational and 

career opportunities in such an engaging way.  

Without continued financial support by Wake 

County the museum will be forced to raise its 

membership and entrance fees, which will 

certainly cause the most vulnerable children at 

the most formidable stages of their education to 

miss out on what they could achieve in their 

education and in their careers.    Marbles is so 

much more than "just" a nationally acclaimed 

kids museum and tourist attraction to our city 

and county - it is an extension of WCPSS and a 

vital instrument in our teacher's arsenal to reach 

ALL Pre-K and elementary students with exciting 

and applicable STEAM-based educational play.    



Walter Brent Varnell Raleigh Community 

Organizations

The Marbles Kids Museum is a pivotal and 

essential part of the Raliegh Community. Beyond 

that Marbles serves the children across our entire 

state. You'd be remiss to take any funding from 

this magical place. From the whimsical 

Imagination Ball to the many weddings I've 

attended there Marbles has become a central 

part of my life. Keep in mind, I don't have 

children. Imagine how deeply important this 

museum is the countless families that rely on 

Marbles for family outings, camp visits, and those 

magical "aha" moments that can be created in 

this special place. I urge you to continue your 

support.

Bianca Vilanova Escobar Raleigh Community 

Organizations

As a resident of Wake County, I was extremely 

disappointed that Marbles Kids Museum lost 

funding. I have seen first hand them impact 

playing at Marbles has for families. Funding like 

this allows families, who otherwise would be able 

to, access all the resources Marbles has to offer. 

Please reconsider your decision and continue 

funding Marbles at the levels you have in the 

past. Thank you!

Rebecca Spillmann Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles children’s museum and the programs 

they run are a vital part of childhood and helping 

kids learn by play. Please reconsider removing 

much necessary funding. Don’t take budget 

concerns out on innocent children.



Jesse Harris Knightdale Community 

Organizations

I think it would be a tremendous mistake to cut 

funding for Marbles. I understand there are 

limited funds for every request, but I think the 

continued support and patronage of Marbles has 

shown how much the community values the 

service it provides.

Sara Hamlin Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I am VERY disappointed to hear about the 

possible defunding of Marbles Kids Museum! This 

place means a great deal to the community, plus 

would mean a huge loss of jobs! Please don’t 

defund Marbles!

Scott Walfield Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum in the Wake County Budget. Every 

time we have family or friends who have 

children, this is the first place we go to. This 

museum is a highlight of Wake County and it is 

critical that this area has a good children's 

museum.

Lindsey Burke Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Do not take away funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum. Our children are the future. Early 

education iss essential for their success and 

children learn through play. This organization 

plays a huge role in the community helping those 

in low income and at risk. They offer a unique 

service to NC/Raleigh that draws in a large crowd 

both in and out of state. They need to be funded!!



Hardin Engelhardt Cary Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

As a supporter of Marbles Kids Museum and 

strong believer in the critical importance of play 

for children’s ability to flourish, families’ ability 

thrive and mitigate stress, and the community’s 

ability unite and foster diverse relationships, I 

urge  the Wake County Board of Commissioners 

to reinstate funding for Marbles Kids Museum at 

their historic level of funding.     Wake County has 

a long history as a critical partner to Marbles.  

Marbles is housed in a county-owned building.  

The county funds many of Marbles operating 

costs, including maintenance, custodial services, 

and security.  In addition, Wake County provides 

$650,000 in funding annually to support 

educational programming, free access to the 

museum for vulnerable children and families, 

programming in partnership with community 

agencies serving families experiencing 

homelessness, children who have not attended 

preschool or daycare, children with special needs, 

and schools with higher levels of poverty.     In 

addition, Marbles bolsters our county’s economy 

by driving tourism, bringing families downtown, 

and supporting business recruitment to the area.     

   Without an annual allocation from the county 

of $650,000, it is likely that Marbles will be 

unable to recover from the economic loss we’ve 

suffered as an organization.  Losing Marbles 



Mindy Haas Raleigh EMS I would like to publicly state my opposition to a 

merger between Wake County EMS/Cary Area 

EMS/Eastern Wake EMS. (Cary or Eastern Wake) 

has been an integral part of my community. From 

the volunteers, the crews coming to our schools 

to teach about the work they do, to the life 

saving classes they provide, this organization 

must continue. Please vote NO on a merger.  

Sincerely,  Mindy Haas

Julie Feickert Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles is an important part of our community 

and cutting funding now is a terrible idea. There 

are no guarantees of educational continuity this 

summer or over the coming school year. Marbles 

is a cost effective way to fill that important need. 

Even during such a difficult time, we must 

prioritize education. It is the only way we dig 

ourselves out of this mess.

Scott Wilson Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles has always played a big part of learning 

in my children and grand children's lives. Learning 

while playing has helped them grow and playing 

with a diverse group of children has helped them 

socially. I don't see how not funding Marbles is 

helping people with small children. Please refund 

them.

Taylor Rowland Cary Community 

Organizations

Please do not cut the budget to Marbles Kids 

Museum.



Anna Hosea Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I ask that the Board of Commissioners reinstate 

program funding for Marbles Kids Museum in the 

Wake County Budget. Marbles is an important 

resource for Wake Country families and we want 

to see them be supported financially by the 

County so they can reopen safely and continue to 

be a viable play and education option for our 

families.

Adam Hamlin Knightdale Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

As a citizen of Wake County, I am asking that you 

reinstate the funding for Marbles Kids Museum. 

They have been so important in the lives of my 

kids and for many others. Losing this facility 

would be an immense mistake. Please reinstate 

their funding.    Thank you.

Leila Thomas Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reconsider your funding decision for 

Marbles Kids Museum. I am the mom of two 

young children and I cannot imagine our lives 

without Marbles. It provides enriching and 

educational experiences for my boys, while 

helping us create lifelong memories as a family. I 

know families from across Wake County feel the 

same. We are so lucky to have such an affordable 

and accessible community resource in the middle 

of downtown. With so much sadness in the 

world, Marbles - a place that sparks so much joy - 

is more needed than ever.



Allison Caldrone Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is such a critical part of our 

community for the children in our community. 

The funding that we are requesting needs to be 

reinstated to continue to bring imagination and 

play to those that need it most! As a mom and a 

voice in our community, this program needs to 

have the support of this funding and must be 

reinstated. The next generation is so important to 

our community, country and EARTH that we need 

to make sure we have programs to support them, 

teach them and help them grow.



Melissa Green Fuquay Varina Community 

Organizations

I am writing to express my support in the 

reinstatement of funds for Marbles Museum.  I 

understand that our current situation makes 

funding sparse, but Marbles Museum is a 

necessary asset to our community.  I have served 

on the museum's Educator Advisory board for 3 

years now and I am deeply committed to and 

supportive of the work they do within our 

community.  They seek to make the museum and 

its outreach components a beneficial resource to 

our community in everything they do.  As an 

educator and a parent, I fully know the value of 

this amazing place for our local community.  It 

isn't just a place for families to spend time 

together (though that is so important); but their 

camps, school programs, parenting classes, 

school kits, events, and online resources reach 

deep within our community and support it in 

ways that would create a negative void if it were 

lost.  I always tell people that one of the best 

parts of living in Wake County is access to this 

museum.  Their plans for growth and community 

outreach are so exciting and they need your 

continued support to do great things.

Taylor Smith Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum in the Wake County Budget.



Tracy Pittman Wilson Other/General 

Feedback

It is very important to the community to have a 

place where children can go and have hands on 

experiences with an educational piece tied to it.  

Please reinstate the funding.  Thanks

Regina Silva Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Dear Wake County Commissioners        Marbles 

Kids Museum is a very important part of Wake 

County's community. It provides a safe, positive, 

affordable and accessible environment for local 

families to learn and play together.   Marbles 

serves many families facing financial challenges 

and offers an essential service that makes a real 

difference in the lives of Wake County’s most 

vulnerable citizens.   And Marbles is the second 

most visited destination in Wake County.    For 

these and many other reasons, I ask you to 

reinstate program funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum in the Wake County budget.  Thank you

Arianna Harrison Clayton Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Don’t cut funding for marbles!!!!

Trisha Bracken Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please reinstate county funding for Marbles.  It is 

an invaluable educational resource for local 

children, including my 4 and 7 year olds.  We 

have had a membership there for 3 years, and my 

kids still love going to Marbles frequently! I even 

enjoy visiting, especially the garden area which is 

so refreshing living in the city.  Thank you.



Nick Dowgul Raleigh Community 

Organizations

While I understand that creating a budget for a 

county our size comes with difficult decisions and 

challenges, I ask that you seriously consider 

restoring funding to Marbles Kids museum.  It is a 

great place for young children to learn and 

explore.  The interactive exhibits at Marbles are 

not found anywhere else in the Wake County 

area.  If Marbles is forced to close due to lack of 

funding, I believe we will lose something that has 

a profound impact on our youth.

Mary Sell Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I heard that funding for Marbles kids museum 

was impacted this budget cycle and hope that if 

possible, this funding could be re appropriated. 

Marbles is literally our home away from home 

and we hope it can continue to be an important 

fixture of the community, serving a diverse array 

of households. Thank you!

Avery Goldman Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum's programs, which are critical to 

students and families in Wake County. The 

decision to cut funding risks Marbles' long-term 

viability which would be a disaster for Wake 

County's economic recovery and downtown 

Raleigh's revival.

Milton (Mickey) Fearn Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am a supporter, user, and investor in Marbles. 

This is a vital component of Wake County's youth 

develop system that serves all age appropriate 

youth regardless of socioeconomic status. Please 

secure their funding. M Fearn



Jayme Dyer Durham Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please continue to provide funding for Marbles 

Children's Museum, they provide critical 

educational opportunities for Wake County 

children. Marbles serves Wake county children 

and many children from all over the state, it is a 

valuable resource for families and I would hate to 

lose it's impactful educational programming.

Melissa Arnett Durham Other/General 

Feedback

Please reinstate Marbles Museum funding!

Erica Akroyd Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles in the budget.

Elizabeth Kirsten Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

I am highly concerned about funding for the 

Marbles Children’s Museum.  This museum has 

been an invaluable source for my entire family.  I 

am a mother of 3 under 5 years old and they 

have truly benefited from their time and 

experiences inside the museum. They not only 

are working on fine and gross motor skills,  but 

also their social skills.  These are skills that 

children need to succeed in tasks like learning to 

ride a bike, holding a pencil, and interacting with 

their peers.  These small moments add up to very 

big moments later on.  Without the ability to 

practice you could be taking away a critical 

avenue for children to explore, grow, and learn.  

Do we really want the next generation at a 

disadvantage for not having had the memorable 

experiences and early learning that Marbles 

stands for? Marbles is an institution for our city 

and should be preserved at all costs.



Jayna Victor Raleigh Community 

Organizations

PLEASE DO NOT DEFUND MARBLES - NOT ONLY IS 

IT THE BEST CHILDREN'S MUSEUM AROUND, IT IS 

A LANDMARK, A TOURIST TOOL. SIDE EFFECTS 

FROM DEFUNDING MARBLES KIDS MUSEUM 

INCLUDE THE STAFF TIME, ETC. TO ELIMINATE 

MARBLES FROM MAPS,  AND "THINGS TO DO" IN 

RALEIGH, LOSS OF TOURIST REVENUE, AND 

MORE. EVEN BEFORE HAVING CHILDREN 

MARBLES WAS AN INCREDIBLE PILLAR OF THE 

COMMUNITY AND INVALUABLE TO CHILDREN OF 

ALL TYPES OF INCOMES AND BACKGROUNDS.

Jennifer Bell HOLLY SPRINGS Other/General 

Feedback

Restore funding for Marbles Kids Museum.  It is a 

valuable destination for area families - a safe 

place to take children to explore, learn, and play!  

Raleigh is known for Marbnles.  Not funding 

Martbles is like not funding Pullen Park.

Carly Nickerson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am a wake county resident who has been going 

to Marbles for over 14 years and been a member 

and a volunteer for the last 10 years. My son who 

went to Marbles as a young toddler is now a 

registered volunteer at Marbles. It is a staple of 

the community and so valuable to downtown 

Raleigh and all of Wake County residents.   My 

son volunteers during the title 1 pre-K events that 

serve families in need.   Please consider 

reinstating Marbles funding. We have continued 

our membership during this time because we 

want Marbles to be there when we are safely 

able to return to the museum.



Kylie Ormond Winterville Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please consider to continue all funding to the 

Marbles Kids Museum! It is an invaluable asset to 

both Wake County residents, and those of the 

state of North Carolina. I have traveled frequently 

from Greenville with my children over the last 7 

years of their lives for the sole purpose of visiting 

Marbles, and have ventured in the downtown 

area to explore different dining locations.  Thank 

you!

Jennifer Romano Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

We LOVE Marbles! Before Covid-19, we visited 

multiple times a week. It is one of the best things 

going for Wake County! Please, please continue 

to fund it.



Hunter Oconnor Morrisville Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids museum needs funding from Wake 

County. It has been a huge influence on the 

education of many kids, including myself. 

Through one of their programs, they got me 

interested in physic by teaching me how they 

made roller coasters work. Then, through about 

her one of their programs, I was able to give this 

same kind of educational experience to the next 

generation of kids when I was in middle school. 

This program really helped me develop my 

leaderships skill and generally gave me more 

confidence. I have no idea where I would be 

without Marbles. Please give them the funding 

they need. I know times are challenging during 

our current situation, but Marbles is a very 

important part of our community. Please change 

the budget so they get the money they need to 

safely reopen and provide their educational 

experiences for our community during this time 

of remote learning.

Richard Winslow Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate the funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum.  This institution is critical to our 

community and makes downtown a destination 

for parents from all over the state.



Denise McEntee Apex Human Services, 

Housing, 

Behavioral Health

Please find a way to support programs like 

InterAct, that are so vital in helping vulnerable 

people in our community! This service is so 

critical to the safety of many. Please consider 

funding them during these tough times- when 

their assistance will be even more vital to many 

in the community.

Chuu Mong Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I have lived in Wake County my entire life, I love 

this area and am loyal to it.  I also have loved 

Marbles Kids Museum since it opened as Exploris 

when I was a child.  My son is 2 years old, just of 

an age to truly enjoy this resource.  Please help 

fund this critical resource to encourage healthy 

play and growth for my and all Wake County 

children.  There is nothing but benefits to reap 

when you invest in child enrichment.  These are 

our future.    If we want Raleigh and the 

surrounding area to continue to grow and be 

recognized as a respectable, admirable, and 

desireable place to work and live, we need to BE 

a place worthy of respect, admiration and desire.  

Children's museums are marks of a larger, more 

developed city, as well as a mark of an area that 

is welcome to families (which means even more 

growth!).  If we defund and lose our children's 

museum we will be relegated to a second-tier city 

and county.  Lets continue our investment in 

being one of the best places to live in the 

country, lets fund our children's museum!



Jessica Tennes Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Knowing the budget will be woefully 

underfunded, serious and drastic cuts to staff and 

payroll need to be entertained. You can longer 

look to raise  property taxes on the private sector 

which has been eviscerated.

Samantha Argetsinger Clayton Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Cutting funding to Marbles Museum is 

unacceptable. In this educational climate every 

effort is necessary to provide learning 

opportunities for all children school age and 

under. To cut funding would be a history-worthy 

mistake.

Nereida Aguilar Holly Springs Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum in the Wake County Budget. Since 

this museum has been very important in the 

learning process and social development of 

thousands of kids in NC.

Anthony Price Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles Kids Museum funding. 

Our family visits the museum on a weekly basis 

and having it as on option for families is a huge 

benefit.     Marbles provides so many 

opportunities for play and learning. They also 

work with children who can't afford to come by 

offering reduced rates. It's great to see our 

community together while all of our kids are 

playing.     I also love their hockey section with 

branding from the Carolina Hurricanes. That's my 

and my kids favorite section to play in.     Our 

community can't afford for Marbles to be closed. 

Please provide adequate funding for them to 

continue this service to all of the families of our 

community.



Jason Jones Raleigh EMS I support the merger of the contract EMS 

agencies into county positions.  These agencies 

are already fully funded by tax payer dollars and 

they are not able to make any independent 

decisions without the county EMS department 

granting permission; they are just paid to exist.  

Bringing these agencies into the county will 

better serve everyone and break down any 

barriers without cutting service levels.

Evan Cooper Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am asking our commissioners to reinstate 

program funding for Marbles Kids Museum in the 

Wake County Budget. Marbles is an invaluable 

resource not only to children and families in the 

county, but also to the economic prosperity of 

our city. Marbles is the second most visited place 

in our county, the economic impact of its visitors 

in downtown Raleigh is upwards of $24 million 

per year. I urge you to reinstate Marbles Kids 

Museum's funding for the prosperity of our city 

and people.



susan r reynolds raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

I regard to Marbles Children's Museum : This is 

essential now more than ever to continue to 

fund. With schools closing and educations being 

disrupted , the children's museum is very 

important for early childhood development. 

Children and education are always getting pushed 

to the back in Nc. Every resource available is 

needed to help catch these kids up before Fall. 

This isn't just a play place. It's hands on learning.  

Lose our museums and parks and there goes our 

city. We won't make it with just high rise 

apartments .

Yulieth Pena Cary Community 

Organizations

please do not reduce funding to Marbles. 

Marbles is a great place for children, parents and 

especially those that are most at risk.

Leonardo Coelho Magalhaes Morrisville Other/General 

Feedback

I really value the Marbles Museum. I do not 

support the elimination of its program funding. 

Please reinstate this.  Leo.

Christopher McCourt Cary Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles needs that funding to keep low cost 

admission and programs for working families in 

the Wake County Area.    Marbles is also a main 

attraction for families from out of town. Bringing 

more people into Raleigh,NC which boosts our 

economy!



Christa Hogan Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Wake County needs to restore Marbles Museum 

funding immediately. Marbles is a valuable asset 

to the community, a Raleigh institution, and a 

huge draw for families and visitors. Very few 

children's museums our family has visited over 

the past decade compare to Marbles. We are 

very proud to have Marbles in downtown 

Raleigh. The museum supports families, schools, 

and our community and deserves to be fully 

funded. Keep Marbles accessible for everyone!

Kayla Sadler Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please reinstate funding to Marbles Kids Museum 

in the Wake County Budget. Their programming is 

essential to childhood development and provides 

excellent community support to vulnerable 

students.



Anand Varahala Cary Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Dear Commissioners, I have been a resident of 

Wake County since 2008. My wife and I have a 5-

year old daughter that we homeschool. The 

Marbles Kids' Museum has played a crucial role in 

her education. Marbles is what she missed the 

most during the COVID-19 related lockdown and I 

am confident she is not alone. Marbles offers 

something very unique and is a second home for 

several hundreds of kids in Wake county and 

surrounding areas. Their programs are very 

educational, comprehensive, and play a key role 

in shaping the future citizens of our county & 

country. Please prioritize our kids, their 

education, and overall well-being. I sincerely 

request reinstating program funding for Marbles 

Kids Museum. Thank you very much.

Kathryn B Wall Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am concerned about local nonprofits like 

Marbles kids museum. They've been hit hard, but 

the pandemic impact won't last forever. Please 

reinstate some support.

Cheryl McGraw Raleigh, NC 27606 Other/General 

Feedback

Please DO NOT FUND ANY SPORTS STADIUMS OR 

OTHER RECREATIONAL PROJECTS FOR 2-3 YEARS 

UNTIL WE SEE HOW THE DOWNTURN AFFECTS 

THE ECONOMY. Actually I do not want any new 

professional sports expenses at all ever. Sports 

for children and teens as recreation is fine.



Marie Mattatall Clayton Other/General 

Feedback

Please restore funding to marbles in Raleigh, NC. 

Marbles provides many programs for the children 

of our community and provides a place for 

children to come and connect with their world 

and economy. The loss of funding would be 

devastating for many family

Taylor Rankin Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is an essential community 

resource and draws a significant number of 

tourism dollars to Wake County. The work 

Marbles does directly impacts the well-being of 

an increasingly diverse population of county 

children and their families. Without Wake County 

funding, Marbles will struggle to offer the same 

level of community support. I request that 

Marbles program funding be reinstated in the 

Wake County budget.

Cheryl McGraw Raleigh, NC 27606 Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please reinstate the funding for Marbles in the 

Wake County budget. I am a Grandma who takes 

my grandchildren there and it’s a wonderful place 

to learn while having fun. Wake County Families 

NEED this educational and fun place.    Thank you,    

   Cheryl McGraw   1004 Braxton Ct.   Raleigh, NC 

27606

Christopher Mason Durham Community 

Organizations

I'm writing to ask that you reinstate Marbles Kids 

Museum in the Wake County Budget funding in 

the county budget. It is a huge reason for my 

daughter and me to visit Raleigh as she loves the 

activities and learning they provide.



Anthony Price Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles Kids Museum funding. 

Our family visits the museum on a weekly basis 

and having it as on option for families is a huge 

benefit.     Marbles provides so many 

opportunities for play and learning. They also 

work with children who can't afford to come by 

offering reduced rates. It's great to see our 

community together while all of our kids are 

playing.     I also love their hockey section with 

branding from the Carolina Hurricanes. That's my 

and my kids favorite section to play in.     Our 

community can't afford for Marbles to be closed. 

Please provide adequate funding for them to 

continue this service to all of the families of our 

community.

Ron Wilder Cary Community 

Organizations

Please restore funding for Marbles Kids Museum. 

Marbles is a vital resource for our community -- 

for kids and families. Marbles has a huge impact 

and also brings a lot of life to downtown Raleigh. 

Kids and families really need Marbles as our 

economy and schools reopen.



Kara Strang Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I am writing to ask the Wake County 

Commissioners to reinstate program funding for 

Marbles Kids Museum in the Wake County 

budget. Marbles is an incredible resource for kids, 

families and our community, and we are so lucky 

to have it right here in Wake County. I am 

devastated by the thought of the effects that the 

loss of this funding will have on kids and families 

for years to come, including the 52,000 kids and 

families who face financial challenges, language 

barriers or physical and cognitive differences and 

are able to come to Marbles through free visits 

supported by Wake County funding. Marbles is an 

amazing partner to the Wake County school 

system and to many other important 

organizations. One of my favorite events Marbles 

hosts is Kick-off to Kindergarten, where rising 

kindergartners and their families get to come to 

Marbles for free and experience what a day of 

school will be like. This is so important to kids 

AND their parents and there is NO other place in 

Wake County that makes that kind of event 

happen. Marbles is also a leader in the museum 

field, with children's museums across the country 

regularly turning to Marbles for support and 

ideas. The work Marbles does is SO important to 

everyone in this community and beyond. The 

$650,000 Marbles stands to lose from your 



Shanna McDowell Darwish Cary Community 

Organizations

Please continue funding for Marbles. The 

hallmark of a great city is the enrichment 

opportunities they offer their youngest citizens. 

The future of Wake County will be in the hands of 

the children who learn and play at this wonderful, 

educational museum. As an educator and parent, 

I have seen numerous children benefit from their 

time spent at Marbles. Today, children often 

spend too much time isolated, using electronic 

devices, etc. Marbles provides hands-on learning 

and interaction with others, both important parts 

of childhood development. Please continue 

funding Marbles Museum.

Katie Lamotta Wake Forest Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding to Marbles!

Ashley Thrower Wake Forest Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please please please reinstate the fu do f to 

support early learning programs at Marbles  

Museum. As a stay at hone mom, trying to 

educate my toddler through fun learning 

experiences, Marbles has been a great and 

wonderful resource in this process. The 

educational and social opportunities for young 

children are limited and taking thus awAy would 

be so unfortunate.  Please please consider all the 

stay at home moms, underpaid parents, teachers, 

hard working parents and really parents of all 

kinds who can use assistance on this parenting 

process. Thank you! God Bless!



Tushar Kirtane Cary Other/General 

Feedback

We really want our commissioners to reinstate 

program funding for Marbles Kids Museum in the 

Wake County Budget.

Stefanie Mendell Raleigh Libraries If there is any way to save some library positions 

and library budget, I hope you will. Libraries play 

such an important role in leveling the playing 

field by providing access to services for 

marginalized populations. More important than 

ever right now for finding jobs, filing for 

unemployment and other benefits, catching up 

academically, not to mention helping people 

access free entertainment through book lending.

Malisa Price Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate Marbles Kids Museum funding. 

Our family visits the museum on a weekly basis 

and having it as on option for families is a huge 

benefit. Marbles provides hands-on opportunities 

for play and learning. They also work with 

children who can't afford to come by offering 

reduced rates. Seeing all socio-economic groups 

come to the museum is a huge benefit to our 

community.

Stacey Apex Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please fund Marbles Kids Museum. It is one of 

the best investments for our community. It does 

so much for our children's social, physical and 

mental development. It is an asset that many 

cities wish they had. We are blessed to have it 

here. 🙏 Please do whatever you can to fund it. 

Thank you.



Jeremy Smith Cary Other/General 

Feedback

Before I moved to Wake County, I lived down in 

Lee County, at least once a month my family and I 

would travel the three hour round trip to attend 

Marbles Children's Museum because it is an 

amazing place for kids. The reopening of this 

amazing facility is being threatened because of 

funding cuts by the wake county. Please don't cut 

the funding to the second most visited site in 

Wake County!!!

Brianne Stokes Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please save Marbles Children’s Museum!! My 2 

year old son loves it and we went weekly before 

the pandemic. It is a place of LEARNING AND 

PLAY, which is paramount for the young ages and 

isn’t provided by many other places in the area. 

Please continue finding Marbles!

kelly a mcavoy ELM CITY Other/General 

Feedback

please reinstate funding to marbles!

Julie Haskett Cary EMS I am opposed to merging Wake EMS with Cary 

and Eastern Wake EMS. Wake EMS needs to do a 

better job of managing its budget instead of 

pulling in profitable Cary EMS simply to increase 

Wake's bottom line. There is wasteful spending 

within Wake EMS, unnecessary management 

layers, and a poor job of collecting payments for 

their services. Look at the high turnover of Wake 

EMS employees and ask why morale is so bad. 

Please don't allow Wake EMS to infect Cary and 

Eastern Wake EMS.



Robert Blackmun Cary EMS The proposed forced consolidation of Cary EMS 

and Eastern Wake EMS into Wake County EMS 

with a proposed savings of $740,000 appears to 

primarily involved the elimination of 88 FTE. Even 

if some of these positions are ‘overhead’, the 

effect on service to the Cary and Eastern Wake 

communities will be significant. Further, 

proposed budget cuts EMS training and related 

programs that could eventually replace some of 

those FTE will further reduce vital service to 

those communities. Finally, the proposed budget 

reduction does not appear to consider the one-

time costs of consolidation, including the costs of 

purchasing additional equipment (vehicles, 

medical equipment) and supplies.

Tim Whaley Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Please consider finding a funding solution for 

Marbles Kids Museum. This is a cornerstone 

institution for our county and state that provides 

rich and lasting educational foundations for 

children of all backgrounds.

Leah Grosjean Raleigh Community 

Organizations

My son and I are both persons with disabilities 

who love going and accessing Marbles. I had and 

have plans for him to attend day camps. Please 

reconsider this lapse of funding.    Leah grosjean

Simon jones Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

RE: Marbles Funding     Please reinstate marbles 

funding. They are a great asset to our community 

and for our children and we need to maintain 

their sustainability in these tough times.



Sherissa Hudspeth Greenville Other/General 

Feedback

In support of Marbles Kids Museum, I ask our 

commissioners to reinstate program funding for 

Marbles Kids Museum in the Wake County 

Budget.

Tara Sumanaseni Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please re-instate funding for Marbles programs 

for low-income children in Wake County. Marbles 

is an important community educational resource.

Jennifer McClelland Holly Springs Other/General 

Feedback

Keep funding for Marbles!

Angela Velazquez Willow Spring Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Kids Museum is a vital resource for 

families and schools in this region. As a teacher 

and mother of 2 small children, I have relied on 

Marbles as an educational place to expand the 

horizons of the children in my life. The 

community outreach the museum provides could 

not be easily replicated. This region needs the 

programs a mind resources the museum 

provides. It is not just a place to play!

June Doran Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles is part of what makes Raleigh, Raleigh. 

Please restore funding to this cornerstone of 

downtown Raleigh - it was my kids highlight of 

living here the past three years. They loved going 

at least once a month is not twice. Play is 

important now more than ever before for kids 

mental health!

Gabrielle Amos Knightdale Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

If you allow marbles to close maybe I can bring 

my kids to your house Sunday mornings at 8 am 

for some enriching and educational activities?



Susan Kruse Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please reconsider funding Marbles. It’s an 

amazing learning and experiential outlet for 

families. In addition, it’s a unique attraction that 

is a draw for downtown Raleigh and it would be a 

huge loss for travel and tourism in the 

community.

Jennifer Miele Clayton Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate the funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum! So many parents in the Triangle rely on 

Marbles as a HUGE source of entertainment for 

our children! There is truly nothing else like it in 

the entire state and the museum needs the 

funding to re-open. If the federal stimulus under 

H.R. 266 provided allotments and resources to 

secure their financial stability, Wake County has a 

duty to at least reinstitute the funding it was 

providing prior to the pandemic at the very least. 

Additional budgeting should also be considered 

to assist Marbles Kids Museum to families in the 

Triangle and all over the state! The sooner a place 

like Marbles can re-open with proper sanitizing 

and social distancing, the sooner our children 

who have been dealt a devastating blow during 

this pandemic, can have a bit of normalcy 

returned to their lives. Please do what you all 

know is right.

Jenna Pope Chapel Hill Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please do not cut funding to Marbles. It has been 

a great educational place for my kids and is such 

an asset to this community.



Mary Kate Fish wake Forest Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles Kids Museum is needed by Wake 

County. Without Wake County’s renewed 

commitment, Marbles will be unable to continue 

providing learning support that fills the gap for 

families during the extended closure of schools 

and other programs. With local tourism and 

hospitality among the industries hardest hit by 

the pandemic, jeopardizing the reopening of 

Marbles - the second most visited destination in 

Wake County - will be a further blow to civic 

recovery, driving down demand for staycations 

and regional family travel that was critical to local 

tourism during the last recession. Please continue 

the funding for this amazing place that is near 

and dear to so many peoples hearts.

Emilio Medina New Hill Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate support for Marbles Kids 

Museum. My family and so many families in 

Wake County have benefited from the 

tremendous programs, exhibits, and wonderful 

staff at Marbles.

Kristin Frade Holly Springs Other/General 

Feedback

please please please don't cut funding for 

Marbles! My kids have been asking almost every 

day when they can go back. They love literally 

every area as well as all of the pop up programs. 

We love going there as a family. They would be 

devastated to hear it's gone and I know Marbles 

needs your help



Summer Meyers Cary Other/General 

Feedback

Please do not cut funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum! It provides valuable services for 

children in all demographics in our community!  I 

have posted on my Facebook in support of 

Marbles.    Thank you.

Kylie Carpenter Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please keep funding for Marbles. They are a 

resource for our whole area and give so much for 

so many kids.

Jennifer Frazer Keene Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please don’t take funding away from Marbles. It’s 

a treasure for our community and loved by so 

many families. This is a tough time for kids - Don’t  

 risk taking away a place that brings so much joy 

to kids.

Jen Bennett Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate program funding for Marbles 

Children's Museum. They’re non profit & the ever-

evolving exhibits and programs served more than 

half a million people last year representing 

children and families of all backgrounds and 

abilities. Wake County children, teachers, parents 

& grandparents all need Marbles! The Museum is 

also important for Wake County tourism.

Catherine Dobbins Apex Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

We love Marbles and support what they do for all 

families in Wake County. We need them!!! Please 

continue their program funding.



Dana Kimball Clayton Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate the funding to marbles children’s 

museum. This is a pillar to our community! We 

literally have no other children’s museums in the 

area except for life and science all the way in 

durham. Marbles brings a lot to the area children 

and families through play, camps, fundraisers, 

and increasing the business of those around it as 

well. I have zero reason to go downtown without 

the museums and marbles is the one we frequent 

the most. This means we will have little reason to 

support the surrounding businesses that we do 

each and every time we head downtown for a fun 

day.

Charlaine McGraw Garner Other/General 

Feedback

Please reinstate funding to Marbles.

Brittany HURTADO WENDELL Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please do not pull funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum! It's an important learning experience in 

Wake county. when families with kids come to 

visit it's one of handful of places to take them to 

show off the amazing things wake county has to 

offer.

Jennifer Daugherty Apex Community 

Organizations

I wish to advocate for inclusion of funding for 

Marbles Museum, recognizing the museum as a 

vital and beloved institution in our community. 

The museum has been a vital resource for so 

many and deserves to have continued funding 

and support. Thank you.



Sara Reagan Cary Other/General 

Feedback

Marbles children’s museum is a jewel in Raleigh. 

Like the other state supposed museums 

downtown, Marbles is a wealth of learning and 

imagination for young children. It should be 

included in the budget as part of the exceptional 

capital city resources available for children. It’s a 

wonderful draw for families all over and 

enhances their visit to downtown. Thank you.

Ann Poisson Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please find Marbles Kids Museum. Marbles 

provides important play and education 

opportunities for families in Wake County. The 

museum is a valuable and unique place for 

learning, exploration, and play, particularly for 

young children who have a limited number of 

places in our community that are designed 

specifically for infant through preschool ages.  

Marbles also provides valuable outreach to local 

schools, such as Powell Center for Play and 

Ingenuity Magnet School. The resources and 

opportunities that Marbles offers will be 

especially important for families and educators as 

we try to help kids feel safe, healthy, and 

engaged during this pandemic.



Heather Choplin Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please reinstate funding for Marbles! It is vital for 

all children, including special needs kids. They 

provide learning and fun for thousands of kids. 

They also provide opportunities for special needs 

students to gain work experience. We go there 

and volunteer there. Please reinstate funding. 

They are a non profit and need these funds or 

else they will close which would hurt our 

community.

Patricia Bartis Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Please restore funding for Marbles.  Marbles 

provides invaluable services to families with 

young children, and it is part of the fabric of 

Wake County.

Kim Rahgozar Apex Other/General 

Feedback

Please keep funding for Marbles Museum.  It’s a 

wonderful place for kids.  Whenever we have 

guests from out of town with kids we always take 

them there.  It’s such a wonderful place for our 

city.



Kelley Lennon Bolivia Community 

Organizations

My son has Very High Risk BCell ALL, cancer. We 

travel to Duke from the coast, weekly, for 

treatment. He’s been out of school since October 

31st, 2019. When his immune system has been 

stable, we have visited Marbles, with his mask 

on, in order to fulfill all of the gaps in his learning 

and development from missing months and 

months of school. This facility is an INCREDIBLE 

asset to our state. It not only meets the needs of 

all children through it’s inclusivity, but it also 

meets academic and social needs of children. 

Please re-evaluate funding for Marbles. The 

children are counting on you to keep the 

programs available for this wonderful 

establishment.

Ware Shannon Weiler Raleigh Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Restore funding for marbles

Renee Cholkar CARY Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate the budget for Marbles!  As a 

parent of a 3 year old, we look to marbles to be a 

community support and resource for families.  

We love bringing our son there and soon to be 

second child.  We appreciate your consideration.  

-concerned mama in Cary, NC

Kelly Perkinson Smithfield Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

We need funding to MARBLES KIDS MUSEUM.  

It’s important for development for these kids and 

we even visit from Johnston County regularly.  

Please don’t so this do these children given 

everything they’ve lost this year.  They can’t lose 

this too.



Taylor Hageman Fayetteville Community 

Organizations

As a military family, moving to NC we were not 

sure where to go to help educate our children 

during the summer (and as a family). We are so 

grateful to have found marbles children museum 

and have been members for several years. We 

drive to Raleigh at least one time a month, every 

month, just to visit marbles. We have gifted 

memberships to friends because we know the 

value of this amazing facility. They deserve the 

funding need to remain a learning institution for 

our children - especially in this difficult time.

Charissa Mahoney Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I would like to urge Wake County to continue 

funding Marbles Kids Museum. The Museum 

provides more to the community than just a 

place to play, but the educational benefits and 

the growth of community values are essential to 

many of the people in our county.

Heather Burns Raleigh Community 

Organizations

You should not and cannot withdraw funding for 

Marbles kids museum. So many parents and kids 

depend on Marbles for educational, social, and 

enrichment experiences. All three of my kids have 

spent many, many hours exploring and learning 

and using their imaginations at Marbles. It is a 

vital part of our children’s experience and bond 

with the city of Raleigh. It also brings a lot of 

business to the city with parking and income to 

the businesses and restaurants around the 

museum. Please find Marbles.



Vanessa Greer Holly Springs Other/General 

Feedback

Please reinstate funding to support Marbles 

Childrens Museum. Places like Marbles are the 

reasons we decided to relocate to the area. 

Keeping these places in business keeps our home 

values up and makes the triangle a great place to 

move to!

Jessamyn Farrell Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Would like Marbles’ funding reinstated

Callie Bailie Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles operates as a nonprofit partner in Wake 

County-owned buildings. Annual funding from 

Wake County has helped Marbles expand rapidly 

with innovative programs to serve our diverse 

and growing community. To that end, our ever-

evolving exhibits and programs served more than 

half a million people last year representing 

children and families of all backgrounds and 

abilities. Our family greatly values Marbles and 

the programs offered. My children enjoy playing 

at Marbles on a weekly basis. Marbles is a vital 

aspect of Downtown Raleigh. Thank you for your 

consideration.

Joe Ovies Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Reinstate funding for Marbles. Wake County 

children need Marbles. Wake County teachers 

need Marbles. Wake County parents and 

grandparents need Marbles. Wake County 

tourism and workforce recruiters need Marbles.

Kyla Block Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please keep funding for Marbles Kids Museum!! It 

is an important educational center and part of 

the community



Stephanie Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

We support the marbles children's museum. 

There isn't to much to do in Raleigh that is a safe 

closed environment for children of all ages . 

Marbles offers that along with educational play , 

ability for children and adults to make friends. It 

has been hard living here with depression and 

anxiety the past year and not knowing anyone at 

all, marbles has helped my girls meet new 

children, and has motivated me to get up and out 

of the house for the sake of my girls.

Amy Kathryn Strecker Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Marbles Kids Museum plays an important role in 

our community. The museum is a key player in 

the County's early-learning landscape and helps 

create the vibrancy of downtown Raleigh. 

Marbles is a world-class museum and a jewel in 

the crown of Wake County. Please restore 

funding for Marbles in the Wake County budget. 

We can't afford to lose this treasure. Thank you.

Rachel Tabbal Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Children’s Museum has been an 

enormously valuable resource for our 4 young 

children. It fills a gap that no other organization 

does in providing educational play all around our 

county. Losing Marbles would be a huge step 

back in the level of education available in Raleigh 

and Wake County at large.



Eleanor Shepherd Raleigh Community 

Organizations

I support Marbles Museum for the high quality 

educational activities they provide for kids of all 

backgrounds, include the most vulnerable 

communities.  Please reinstate program funding 

for Marbles Kids Museum in the Wake County 

Budget.

Joan Ballard Knightdale Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please don’t eliminate funding to Marbles Kids 

Museum!! It has been a very special place for my 

kids and my friends and families children to grow 

and learn through creative play for 20 years!! 

Marbles has become a HUGE asset to the Wake 

County community, bringing in visitors, funds, 

and filling a huge gap for virtual learning during 

Covid 19. If Marbles is unable to continue their 

mission due to cuts in funding, it would be 

detrimental to our communities!!

Allie Vance Raleigh Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please continue to fund Marbles. This incredible 

place served over half a million people last year, 

including our family. We need this place to 

continue being the ray of light that it is, especially 

during these times, when depression and stress 

loom over so many families. Our children need 

this place.



Deanna Decker Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Wake County needs Marbles Children Museum, 

and Marbles needs county funding to continue 

serving all demographics of children here in 

Raleigh and beyond. Marbles is an integral part of 

the downtown community and encourages 

families to spend their time and money at the 

nearby small businesses. Cutting funding for 

Marbles could lead to even further catastrophic 

damage to downtown restaurants, book stores, 

etc.

Kate Reno Clayton Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate the budget for Marbles Kids 

Museum. Not only is it a valuable learning space 

for children, it is an amazing place that brings my 

family from Johnston county to the city. Not 

having Marbles around will impact the overall 

economic well being of the surrounding 

restaurants and coffee shops that parents take 

their kids to as part of a fun outing to Marbles. 

Marbles also is special to our family because it 

has helped out son who has some sensory 

processing challenges to get exposure to play and 

science and community in a safe and fun way. He 

has grown leaps and bounds in his ability to enjoy 

loud and exciting things, and Marble has been 

part of that journey. Please, don't get rid of 

funding for a vital program for our children. 

Thank you.



Alexander Gertsen Cary Other County 

Departments and 

Functions

Please do not pull the funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum. It is an invaluable resource in the 

community for children, and one of a kind 

educational and exploration facility for children. 

It is incredibly well managed and one of the best 

facilities of its kind in the country.

Heather Jones Garner Other/General 

Feedback

Please reinstate Marbles program funding  in the 

Wake County budget.

Sarah Meilike Raleigh Other/General 

Feedback

Reinstate funding for Marbles! It’s an incredible 

asset to the community and it needs to be 

funded!

Jessica Conner Holly Springs Other Education 

(Smart Start, 

Wake Tech)

Please continue to fund the Marbles Kid 

Museum. They are an essential part of the 

community and we're going to need places like 

that once things start returning to normal.



Bonnie Hancock Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Marbles Kids Museum is a unique and valuable 

asset to Wake County.  It has operated as a 

nonprofit partner in Wake County-owned 

buildings since inception and has relied on annual 

funding from Wake County to help it expand 

rapidly with innovative programs to serve our 

diverse and growing community with affordable, 

engaging and educational experiences.  To that 

end, Marbles’ ever-evolving exhibits and 

programs served more than half a million people 

last year representing children and families of all 

backgrounds and abilities.  It is imperative that 

you restore annual funding to Marbles to 

maintain this community treasure and to ensure 

that it remains accessible to everyone in Wake 

County.



Autumn DuBois RALEIGH Other/General 

Feedback

I have had the privilege of watching generations 

of children benefit from the programs that 

Marbles offers, my own child included. To say it is 

an important place for the children in my family 

and for other families, would be an 

understatement. Please see the value in a unique 

and inspiring environment for our children to 

learn and grow and reinstate the budget for 

Marbles. In fact, I have often thought to myself 

that I wish there were more places like Marbles 

to engage my child and family in a way that 

centers around learning and engagement. 

Shouldn’t we want places like that for the people 

of Wake County and even beyond? Thank you for 

the time and consideration; I am hopeful that it 

will make some difference (large or small) in your 

decision.

Brittney Jenkins Garner Community 

Organizations

Please reinstate funding to Marbles; its a huge 

part of the Raleigh community. This is a city of 

young parents who are looking to raise curious 

children Who prioritize their education and there 

is no better place to start to instill that Than 

Marbles. It would be a massive loss to our 

community.

Amneris Solano Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Please consider reinstating finding for Marbles 

Kids Museum. It is a great value to our 

community. Thank you.



Nancy Armisto Cary EMS Do you really think cutting ANY ambulance 

services during the middle of a pandemic is a 

smart move to better serve the county?  When 

flu season starts again, and C-19 gets worse in the 

winter as expected, EMS will provide (hopefully) 

a much needed service.  These cuts should not be 

made.

Thomas R Hegele Cary EMS For more than 40 years the Cary Area EMS has 

provided the very best emergency medical care 

to citizens throughout Wake County.  And they 

have done this at less cost to the tax payers than 

Wake EMS can.  It would be foolish for the 

County to take over what a private firm is able to 

do so effectively and for less than what the 

county do the same.



Patricia E Pilarinos Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

Commissioners, I am writing to request that the 

upcoming budget be adjusted to provide full 

funding per the Superintendents request. It is 

understandable that Wake County is experiencing 

tremendous unexpected demands on services 

due to Covad-19 and is  looking cost savings that 

can be reaped in every budget line item. However 

the Covad crisis is similarly creating unanticipated 

expenses for our schools. Maintenance, 

personnel, and supplies will all be impacted as 

our schools attempt to safely reopen. Now, more 

than ever, the lack of school nurses presents a 

critical shortcoming. Wake County Schools 

complied with the Count's request to draw down 

on school funds last fiscal year, but that cannot 

be a stop gap again this year. Ideally the schools 

would benefit from aid from the State and 

Federal resources, but there is no indication if 

and when those resources will be made available. 

Wake County parents are extremely nervous that 

our schools open safely and continue to provide 

the high level of education services identified 

with our excellent school system. Our schools 

need our help and I am asking that the County 

and our citizens dig deeper to fully fund the 

School Board's budget request



Marilyn Dixon Raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

As a retired WCPSS teacher, I am disappointed 

that the commissioners have decided not to 

include any increase for the school system. I 

recognize the challenges posed to the county 

budget by the pandemic. However, given the 

number of new students coming into the system 

as a result of continued growth and a likely influx 

of students from the charters that won’t open 

this fall, the schools will be placed in a difficult 

situation without increased funding. Please 

reconsider and give the schools the much needed 

funds.

Ryan Lewis Raleigh EMS The merger of the contract agencies should 

happen and it should have happened years ago. 

It's a duplication of services and personal that 

costs the county money and provides no benefit 

for the county.  There is no question in my mind 

that this will benefit the county financially, 

logistically and above increase care across the 

county.  Thank you for your time

Benjamin McDonald Knightdale Tax Rate – 

General Property 

Rate

Please set the county tax rate at a level that at 

least maintains current levels of service in all 

areas.      I want my family to continue to live in a 

county with robust programs and a well funded 

school system, and I’m willing pay my fair share.



Evan MacIntyre Morrisville EMS I am concerned about the Wake County EMS take 

over of Cary Area EMS and Eastern Wake EMS. 

There are significant acquisition costs, coverage 

concerns, and the loss of our community EMS. I 

do not think this is an appropriate time to 

collapse our local EMS agencies. Please 

reconsider allowing this to happen., especially 

during COVID-19.

Margaret Berkland Holly Springs Libraries Per usual with budget cuts in local counties over 

the past 50 years, libraries which are nearly the 

lowest percentage of the budget are the hardest 

hit.  These cuts more negatively effect seniors 

and those who are economically disadvantaged 

as well as discriminating by race.  I also believe 

this is done because the profession like education 

is predominately female job holders.  In times of 

national crisis, this is when these library free 

services to these vulnerable groups should be 

maintained not cut.  Libraries may be the only 

sources of free books, computers, and safe study 

locations.  As a retired professional librarian who 

as been employed in public libraries as well as 

federal, university and corporate libraries, I 

implore you to not cut library funding.  Cutting 

this funding hurts the future of all in our county.

Srikanth Valluru MORRISVILLE Wake County 

Public Schools

Please fund the WCPSS Capital Improvement 

Plan. It is essential for kids.



Allison raleigh Wake County 

Public Schools

WCPSS budget needs to be increased. Staff 

cannot possibly accommodate current CDC 

guidelines and protect ALL students and staff w 

current budget. This budget is irresponsible and 

will put teacher lives at risk. The public needs to 

understand these risks and understand the only 

way to ensure the safety of all is to increase 

taxes. Also, WCPSS doesn't even have a budget 

for this year. Is it appropriate to drag this another 

year? Please protect teachers or you will have 

mass loss of life.



STEVEN COHEN Raleigh EMS I would like to publicly state my opposition to a 

merger between Wake County EMS/Cary Area 

EMS/Eastern Wake EMS. (Cary or Eastern Wake) 

has been an integral part of my community. From 

the volunteers, the crews coming to our schools 

to teach about the work they do, to the life 

saving classes they provide, this organization 

must continue. Please vote no on a merger, loss 

of jobs, and to contract change. The process was 

unfair as Cary Area EMS and Eastern Wake EMS 

were blindisded by this recommendation. The 

EMS services had no opportuinity to comment or 

dispute the numbers submitted to Wake County.  

It is  interesting  that there was no job or pay 

reduction consideration from the Wake County 

EMS side.  In 2018, the salaries for Wake County 

EMS adminstrative staff was over 2 millon dollars.   

  Please vote no on a merger, loss of jobs, and a 

contract change. Cary Area EMS and Eastern 

Wake EMS are excellent partners within the EMS 

System and have always and will continue to be 

good stewards of the tax payers dollars. I thank 

you for your consideration.

Emily Bruce Raleigh Community 

Organizations

Reinstate critical funding for Marbles Kids 

Museum at previous year's level of $650,000, a 

30% reduction from their request.



Chasidy Bateman Kearns Chapel Hill EMS Commissioners,   As an employee of Cary Area 

EMS I was deeply saddened to see a merger 

proposal of the agencies. The truth is the cost of 

orientation and new uniforms to the Cary and 

Eastern Wake employees far outweighs the 

proposed savings. I personally don't believe that I 

would continue to work in Wake Co. if this goes 

through. That would mean the loss of a 21 year 

EMS employee. That spends a lot of time and 

money in Wake Co. The loss of the volunteer 

program is also huge. The legacy that we create 

in EMS and healthcare through that program has 

generated thousands of tenured employees in 

our community. I strongly encourage and wish 

that you will agree to take the merger out of the 

FY2021 budget.   Thank you,   Chasidy Kearns

A Concerned Citizen no where EMS Good evening,  I would like to publicly state my 

opposition to a merger between Wake County 

EMS/Cary Area EMS/Eastern Wake EMS. (Cary or 

Eastern Wake) has been an integral part of my 

community. From the volunteers, the crews 

coming to our schools to teach about the work 

they do, to the life saving classes they provide, 

this organization must continue. Please vote NO 

on a merger.  Sincerely,  A Concerned Citizen


