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DRAFT MINUTES
Wake County Historic Preservation Commission
Tuesday, April 13, 2021 – 3:30 PM
Online Meeting via WebEx
Members Present (8): Mr. Ed Morris (Chair), Mr. Jeff Hastings (Vice-Chair), Ms. Camille
Morrissey, Ms. Lonnette Williams, Mr. Dan Turner, Mr. Lee Tippett, Mr. Brendan Fetters, Mr.
Tom Carrigan
Members Absent (4): Ms. Peggy Beach, Mr. Marshall Harvey, Ms. Stephanie Ashworth,
Ms. Nora Cambier
Staff (3): Mr. Gary Roth, Capital Area Preservation, Inc. (CAP)
Ms. Terry Nolan and Ms. Beth SImmons, Wake County Planning and Development
Services Division
1. Call to Order / Roll Call:
Mr. Morris called the meeting to order at 3:32 pm.
2. Approval of April 13, 2021 Agenda
Mr. Roth noted that under New Business, a Memorial Resolution for William Mangum
needs to be added. Upon a motion by Mr. Hastings and seconded by Mr. Carrigan, the
agenda was approved as amended.
3. Approval of February 9, 2021 Minutes
Hearing no objection, the minutes were approved as submitted.
4. Staff Report
a. CLG Training Update: Mr. Roth stated that Mr. Bradham sent out an email
containing CLG training opportunities through Leverage NC. Commission
members should watch the training videos that cover a wide range of topics
and send a summary to SHPO to receive CLG credit. Everyone is encouraged to
participate, but staff will reach out to SHPO to determine exactly how many
commission members and how many videos need to be watched to meet the
CLG training requirements.
b. John & Nancy Strain House, 8536 Lake Wheeler Road, Fuquay-Varina: Mr. Roth
stated that he, Mr. Bradham, the consultant and the contractor had a site visit at
the house shortly after it was moved back on its lot. The house was raised on piers
while preparing the footings for its new permanent location, and the consultant
was able to understand the phases of construction and materials to better help
date the house for the landmark report. The report writing has essentially been
completed, and once the house is lowered onto the new footings and
restoration work begun, they can take final pictures of the house at its new
location 35 feet behind where it once stood.
c. Seth Jones Cemetery, 2417 Rolesville, Road, Wake County ETJ: Mr. Roth stated
that the report has been completed, but unfortunately the owner is not willing to
have the cemetery designated as an historic landmark. The report will be
submitted to the WCHPC for information and, later, the Olivia Raney Library to be
a part of the collection of cemetery records for Wake County. This is a unique
*Copies of any of the designation reports and other information regarding agenda items available by
calling 833-6404 or e-mailing info@cappresinc.org

cemetery with early intricate grave markers and could serve as a basic for future
cemetery landmark reports for similar cemeteries.
d. Davis-Adcock Store, 2013 Piney Grove-Wilbon Road, Wake County ETJ: Mr. Roth
noted that the consultant has made a site visit and begun writing the landmark
report. This report will be put into context with country stores across Wake
County.
QUERY: Mr. Morris asked for the location of the Davis-Adcock Store. Mr. Roth noted
that the store is very close to Fuquay-Varina but is in the Wake County ETJ with a
Holly Springs mailing address.
e. D. J. Roberson House, 401 N. First Avenue, Knightdale – Proposed Landmark: Mr.
Roth stated that staff approached Mr. Carrigan as the newest commissioner
after learning that he had just finished the rehabilitation of his historic house in
Knightdale. Staff met with Mr. Carrigan at his house to discuss becoming a
Knightdale Historic Landmark, and he is agreeable and will recuse himself from
any commission decision to do so. and shared a PowerPoint presentation of
some of the pictures taken of the architectural details on the interior and exterior.
The only issue staff discovered was the presence of vinyl windows on the second
story of the north façade which were introduced before Mr. Carrigan obtained
the property. Mr. Carrigan has agreed to replace those windows with something
more appropriate – historic wood windows removed from the house next door
before it was demolished. This house is one of the best preserved and elegant
houses in all of Knightdale.
N.B. Mr. Carrigan noted that while this is referred to as the D. J. Roberson House, and
while Mr. Roberson did donate the land, his daughter married Mr. Jim Keith, and
everyone in Knightdale refers to the house as the Keith House, as the family owned
the house for more than 75 years. The house does have eight functioning fireplaces,
converted from coal to gas. He would be happy to answer any questions from
commission members.
QUERY: Mr. Morris asked when the house was constructed. Mr. Carrigan stated that it
was built in 1920 by Mr. Keith, and his brother-in-law who lived next door operated
the Mercantile just a few blocks away together.
N.B. Mr. Roth noted that this effort was unsolicited by Mr. Carrigan but facilitated by
staff, and this would be the first Knightdale Historic Landmark designated in nearly a
decade.
f. Zebulon National Register District – Tentative Public Meeting Date: Mr. Roth
noted that at the last WCHPC meeting in February, the commission voted to
draft a letter to the NRAC asking for a delay for consideration of the Zebulon NR
Historic District until there can be a full opportunity for an in-person discussion
about the district. The Town of Zebulon felt strongly about this as well. The NRAC
voted to postpone consideration of the district until its June meeting. In response,
the Town of Zebulon is hosting a public meeting on Thursday, May 6 at the
Zebulon Community Center. The time is yet to be determined, but staff will let
commission members know as soon as that information is available. There will be
a special section for members of the WCHPC, and Mr. Roth encouraged all
commission members that can attend to attend to hear comments from the
public on this matter. SHPO will be there to present the report. At the May 11,
2021 WCHPC meeting, the commission will then have the opportunity to
comment on whether the proposed district meets National Register Standards.
The big question is the period of significance that is being proposed, therefore
constituting a much larger district. The current period of significance
encompasses early 20th century structures all the way to the early 1970s. Would a
*Copies of any of the designation reports and other information regarding agenda items available by
calling 833-6404 or e-mailing info@cappresinc.org

district with a smaller period of significance also meeting National Register
Standards? This public meeting is an opportunity to hear comments from citizens
who both support or oppose the district or have issues with its size.
QUERY: Mr. Tippett asked what steps the Town of Zebulon has taken to advertise this
meeting to the public. Mr. Roth stated that the Town is handling that, but he
believes they will be mailing out postcards to the citizens of Zebulon.
g. COA Review: Mr. Roth discussed some issues that came up during the February
WCHPC COA hearing involving Principles and Standards. It is very important to
not insert feelings or opinions on a matter, as only the relevant Principles and
Standards can be considered for a COA hearing decision. All aspects of
guidelines within the Principles and Standards must be met. It is essentially all or
nothing. If anything, other than the relevant guidelines are used to come to a
decision about a COA, the leaves grounds for the decision to be appealed to
the Wake County Board of Adjustment.
N.B. Mr. Tippett stated that coming from a regulatory background, the Principles
and Standards must be applied evenly, but he admitted to making comments
about understanding the situation the applicant was in during the COA hearing in
February. In the final decision, Mr. Tippett noted that he agreed with the staff
recommendation but wanted to go on the record as understanding the situation.
Mr. Roth noted that the decision is only tough if the discussion moves away from the
Principles and Standards. It should be an open and shut case one way or another.
Mr. Tippett noted that only the facts should be relevant during these hearings and
emotions should be left out.
h. Minor Works COA Approvals: Mr. Roth presented two minor works COAs that
were approved by staff:
CA-02-21 – J. Beale Johnson House, Fuquay-Varina: Staff approved the removal
of dead and dangerous trees
CA-03-21 – J. Beale Johnson House, Fuquay-Varina: Staff approved the
construction of a driveway using exposed aggregate concrete and brick pavers
as well as the installation of a new HVAC unit behind the cook’s house
i. B. W. Wells House (Rockcliff Farm): Mr. Roth stated that he, Mr. Bradham, Mr.
Morris, and Mr. Hastings met with members of the B. W. Wells Association and
WCBOC member Mr. Sig Hutchinson at Rockcliff Farm out near Falls Lake the
other week. B. W. Wells was a well-known botanist and ecologist that was also a
professor at NC State University for many years in the early 20th century. When he
retired, he moved to the property under discussion in 1951 and named the
property Rockcliff Farm. The property is currently on property owned by the
United States Army Corps of Engineers and is managed by the State of North
Carolina under the North Carolina Parks system. The B. W. Wells Association has
been responsible for preserving the house and outbuildings. The association has
asked Wake County to consider taking over the management of the property by
subleasing the property, as they believe that Wake County would be a better
partner in caring for and appreciating the property. Mr. Roth shared a
PowerPoint with a video and some images taken on the day of the visit. The
house and outbuildings need a lot of work, but the B. W. Wells Association has
been somewhat limited by what they can do by the State. Mr. Roth stated that
Commissioner Hutchinson is asking for a recommendation from the WCHPC for
Wake County to move forward with attempting to take over management of
this incredible piece of property.
N.B. Mr. Morris stated that this is a non-revenue-producing site for the State Par
System, so they have put very little effort and money into the property. It is nearly
*Copies of any of the designation reports and other information regarding agenda items available by
calling 833-6404 or e-mailing info@cappresinc.org

two miles down a gravel road hidden on a bluff overlooking Falls Lake. There is a
volcanic plug that used to rise 75 feet above the Neuse River, but when the river
was flooded to form Falls Lake, only 25 feet were left visible. It is one of only two
volcanic plugs in the eastern half of North Carolina. The entire farm sits on a
dormant volcanic cone, one of only two in Wake County. B. W. Wells was a very
important figure in ecology and botany but was also a self-taught amateur artist.
The farm is unique to Wake County, and the house dates to 1890 with an earlier
smokehouse. The B. W. Wells Association has money and wants to carry out
preservation work, and an arrangement with Wake County would allow them to do
just that.
N.B. Mr. Hastings further noted that the site contains numerous trails that show native
species unique to this area and is something that the public should be able to enjoy
under the Wake County Parks system. This property encompasses a few hundred
acres and Wake County would serve as good managers to this great resource.
N.B. Mr. Morris stated that because this is a Federally owned property, it cannot be
designated as a historic landmark. However, this commission has been asked to
consider endorsing Wake County taking management of the property by making a
resolution of support. That resolution of support will be brought before the
commission at its May 11, 2021 meeting.
5. Old Business: None.
6. New Business:
a. Authorize Funding for D. J. Roberson House Landmark Report: Mr. Roth stated
that the landmark report will cost $3,595 and be taken from the FY2021 budget.
Upon a motion by Mr. Turner and seconded by Mr. Hastings, the commission
unanimously voted to fund a landmark report for the D. J. Roberson House in
Knightdale.
b. Memorial Resolution for William Mangum: Mr. Morris noted that Mr. Mangum was
a former WCHPC member and recently passed away. The Memorial Resolution
was sent out to commission members for their review. Upon a motion by Mr.
Turner and a second by Mr. Fetters, the commission unanimously voted to
approve the Memorial Resolution for William Mangum.
7. Other Business: Ms. Nolan stated that the Wake County Comprehensive Plan has
officially been adopted. A work plan will be developed in the coming months as well as
more information. There are some opportunities for this commission to be involved in
the implementation of the comprehensive plan.
8. Chair’s Report: None.
9. Adjourned: Hearing no objection, the meeting was adjourned at 4:39 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jeremy Bradham
Secretary

*Copies of any of the designation reports and other information regarding agenda items available by
calling 833-6404 or e-mailing info@cappresinc.org
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APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION
Preparing Your Application:
Please use black ink or type and use paper no larger than 11” x 17” for the required supporting
information. Capital Area Preservation (CAP) staff is available to advise in the preparation of
applications.
Filing Your Application:
When completed, the attached application will initiate consideration of a property for
designation as a local historic landmark. The application will enable the Wake County Historic
Preservation Commission (WCHPC) to determine whether the property qualifies for designation.
Mail the application to Capital Area Preservation, PO Box 28072, Raleigh, NC, 27611. Submitted
materials become the property of the Wake County Government and will not be returned.
Incomplete applications may be returned to the applicant for revision. CAP staff will contact
applicants after receiving an application to discuss the next steps of the designation process
(see Landmark Designation Q & A for more information). Please feel free to contact CAP with
any questions at 919.833.6404, or e-mail at info@cappresinc.org. CAP can be found on the web
at www.cappresinc.org.
Thank you very much for your interest in protecting Wake County's historic resources!
*The guidelines developed for this application are based on the evaluation process used by the
National Register of Historic Places. National Register evaluation principles regarding criteria,
category classifications, and integrity have been adapted for local applications.
1. Name of Property
Historic Name: Seth Jones Cemetery
Current Name: Seth Jones Cemetery
Location
Please include the full street address of the property, including its local planning jurisdiction.
Wake County Property Identification (PIN) and Real Estate Identification (REID) Numbers can
be
found
at
the
Wake
County
property
information
website
at
http://imaps.co.wake.nc.us/imaps/mainpage.htm, or by contacting the Wake County
Planning Department.
Street Address: East side of Rolesville Road, north of Fixit Shop Road
Planning Jurisdiction: _____

PIN Number:

Deed Book and Page Number: Book 002368
Current Tax Value of Property:

1767229150 REID: 0244640
Page: 00667

$540.00

2. Owner Information (If more than one, list primary contact)
Name: Mary Grace Jones Watkins estate
Address: 7033 Fowler Road, Zebulon, NC 27597
Phone: ______________
Ownership (check one):

Email: _______________________
Private

Public

3. Applicant/Contact Person (If other than owner)
Name: Jason Harpe, Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc.
Address: 525 Wait Avenue, Wake Forest, NC
Phone: (919) 219-1489

Email: eturco@rgaincorporated.com

4. Signatures
I have read the general information on landmark designation provided by the Wake County
Historic Preservation Commission and affirm that I support landmark designation of the
property defined herein.
Owner:

Date:

Owner:

Date:

Owner:

Date:

Owner:

Date:

Applicant:
(If different from owner)

Date:

OFFICE USE ONLY: Received by:

Date:

5. General Data/Site Information
Date of Construction and major alterations and additions: 1842-1873
Number, type, and date of construction of outbuildings: N/A
A. Approximate lot size or acreage: 0.03 acres
B. Architect, builder, carpenter, and/or mason: N/A
C. Original Use: Cemetery
D. Present Use: Cemetery
6. Classification
A. Category (select type from below): Site
 Building – created principally to shelter any form of human activity (i.e. house,
barn/stable, hotel, church, school, theater, etc.)
 Structure - constructed usually for purposes other than creating human shelter (i.e.
tunnel, bridge, highway, silo, etc.)
 Object - constructions that are primarily artistic in nature. Although movable by
nature or design, an object is typically associated with a specific setting or
environment (i.e. monument, fountain, etc.)
 Site - the location of a historic event, a prehistoric or historic occupation or activity, or
a building or structure, whether standing, ruined, or vanished, where the location itself
possesses historic, cultural, or archeological value, regardless of the value of any
existing structure (i.e. battlefields, cemeteries, designed landscape, etc.)
B. Number of Contributing and non-contributing resources on the property:
A contributing building, site, structure, or object adds to the historic associations, historic
architectural qualities, or archeological values for which a property is significant because it
was present during the period of significance, relates to the documented significance of the
property, and possesses historic integrity or is capable of yielding important information
about the period.
Contributing

Non-contributing

Buildings
Structures

1

Objects

17

Sites

1

Previous field documentation (when and by whom): N/A
Please contact the Survey Coordinator at the State Historic Preservation Office to determine
if the property is included in the Wake County survey (919.807.6573).
National Register Status and date (listed, eligible, study list): N/A
Please contact the National Register Coordinator at the State Historic Preservation Office to
determine National Register Status (919.807.6587).

7. Supporting Documentation (Please type or print and attach to application on separate sheets.
Please check box when item complete.)
A. Physical Description Narrative of All Resources on the Site
For primary resource, describe overall form, number of stories, construction materials, roof
shape, porches, windows, doors, chimney, important decorative elements, and significant
interior features whether or not the interior is being proposed for designation. Provide
number, type and location of outbuildings, with an entry on each that includes construction
date and brief description. Provide description of landscape and setting of all buildings,
structures, etc. on the property.

B. Historical Background Narrative

Chronology of the property and its owners, including any historical events or historic persons
associated with the property, presented in paragraph form.

C. Significance Statement
In a clear, concise statement tell why the property meets the criteria for local designation.
Please refer to pages 47-48 in The Handbook for Historic Preservation Commissions in North
Carolina when preparing statement of significance. A link to the Handbook can be found on
the SHPO website site at http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/commhome.htm. Specifically refer to
the Criteria for Significance and Aspects of Integrity. Also state if the property rises to the
level of significance needed for designation when compared with all others of its style, type
and period in the county, town or city. For example, a building or structure might be a
community’s only surviving examples of Greek Revival architecture or it may be a unique
local interpretation of the Arts and Crafts movement.
D. Landmark Boundary
Describe the land area to be designated, address any prominent landscape features.
Clearly explain the significance of the land area proposed for designation and its historical
relationship to the building(s), structure(s) or object(s) located within the property boundary
or, in the case of sites, the historical event or events that make the land area significant. For
buildings and structures, the designated land area may represent part of or the entire
original parcel boundaries, or may encompass vegetative buffers or important outbuildings.
For objects, the designated land area may continue to provide the object’s historic context
(i.e., a statue’s historic park setting). For sites, the designated area may encompass a
landscape that retains its historic integrity (i.e. a battlefield encompassing undisturbed
historic view sheds).
E. Bibliography
Bibliography of sources consulted.
8. Photographs
All photographs are required to be digital, in JPEG (.jpg) format, and submitted on a CD or
DVD. Please note the following requirements:
 Minimum Standard: 6.5” x 4.5” at a resolution of 300ppi (a pixel dimension of 1950 x 1350)
 File Size: There is no maximum or minimum for the file size of an image; however, smaller
file sizes may be necessary when emailing images.
 Proof Sheet: Proof sheets are required to show what is on a CD or DVD without having to
load the disk. Proofs may be printed in either color or black and white as long as the
images are crisp and legible. There should be a minimum of four and a maximum of six
proofs per 8.5” x 11” sheet, with no image smaller than 3.25” on its longest side. Proofs
should be labeled as they appear on the disk.
 Naming Images: Please label image files for the Local Designation Application as
follows:
LM_PropertyName Description.jpg
Example: LM__Smith House_front façade.jpg)

For buildings and structures, include exterior photos of all elevations of the primary resource
and any other contributing and non-contributing resources; photos of details of significant
exterior features, such as notable trim; photos of the main building or structure within its
setting; photos of each significant landscape feature; and photos of notable interior spaces,
significant trim and other features. For objects, include a view of the object within its setting,
as well as a variety of representative views. For sites, include overall views and any significant
details.
9. Floor Plan (for buildings and structures)
Please include a floor plan showing the original layout, approximate dimensions of all rooms,
and any additions (with dates) to the building or structure. Drawings do not have to be
professionally produced nor do they need to be to exact scale, but should accurately
depict the layout of the property. (Building sketches from the Wake County property
information website are not acceptable.)
10. Maps
Include two (2) maps: one (1) clearly indicating the location of the property in relation to
nearby streets and other buildings, and one (1) showing the proposed landmark boundary of
the property and all significant resources. Tax maps with the boundaries of the property are
preferred, but survey or sketch maps are acceptable. Please show street names and
numbers and all structures on the property.

Abstract
The Seth Jones Cemetery is being proposed for local landmark designation to recognize its
historical significance in Wake County, North Carolina. The Seth Jones Cemetery is on the lands
of the former Pomona Plantation and contains the graves of the wealthy, socially, and politically
prominent Seth Jones family. It is an example of a localized phenomenon: a cemetery enclosed
by a wall of dressed granite blocks quarried from the Rolesville Batholith rock formation that
underlies eastern Wake County. In addition to illustrating this cemetery type, the cemetery
contains both folk burial markers and decorative gravestones possessing high artistic value that
were crafted by professional stone carvers. The cemetery is being proposed for local landmark
designation so that its integrity of materials, design, and workmanship can be maintained
through the design review process administered by the Wake County Historic Preservation
Commission. The proposed landmark designation applies to the cemetery wall and the
gravemarkers contained within it.
7A. Physical Description Narrative of All Resources on the Site
Setting
The Seth Jones Cemetery is a walled family cemetery located on Rolesville Road north of the
intersection with Fixit Shop Road in Wake County, North Carolina (Figure 1). The cemetery is
situated on a small, square 0.03-acre legal parcel (PIN # 1767229150) on the west side of
Rolesville Road. East of the cemetery, on a separate parcel, is a manufactured home built in
1999. The level area inside the cemetery wall is presently unmaintained and the ground is
covered with low, volunteer pine trees, shrubs, and leaf litter. A large oak tree in the center of
the cemetery is the only mature tree within the granite enclosure. Several other large trees
outside the cemetery provide partial shade.
Physical Description
The Seth Jones Cemetery is enclosed by a square, dry stacked granite block wall that stands 3
feet 10 inches tall and measures 36 feet by 32 feet. Each side of the enclosure consists of three
courses of dressed granite blocks set on a granite base. The interior wall surfaces are less finely
finished than the exterior, and the interior joints are infilled with small pieces of stone. A set of
granite steps at the southwest corner provides access to the burials (see Plates 1-2, 5). A granite
block in the second course on the west wall, facing Rolesville Road, bears the following
engraving: “SETH JONES’/FAMILY BURIAL GROUND/A.D. 1842” (see Plate 6). Granite walls were
built around cemeteries to provide protection for the gravemarkers and the burials, particularly
from free-ranging livestock before “stock laws” were adopted in Wake County in 1885 (Lally
1994:14, 63). These walls were also aesthetically appealing and were a visible symbol of a
family’s elevated social status. The blocks and ledger stones that cover the ground over some of
the graves may have been quarried locally, possibly from the Rolesville granite quarry on Quarry
Road, approximately three miles north of the Seth Jones Cemetery.
The Seth Jones Cemetery contains eight discernable marked graves with inscribed gravemarkers
with death dates between 1854 and 1873 (Plates 1-18) (Figure 2) (Table 1). All burials are
oriented east to west as is typical in Christian burial practices. No obvious grave depressions
were observed. The cemetery contains both uncut fieldstone markers and professionally crafted
markers that would have been purchased from a professional stonecutter.
Six of the burials are arranged in a linear fashion inside the cemetery’s west wall (see Plates 8-9).
These gravemarkers include, from south to north (see Table 1): fieldstone markers of an
unidentified decedent (#1); the ground-supported, upright tablet of Sally K. Jones (#2); Seth
Jones’ upright tablet set in a socketed ledger that is flush with the ground (#3); the box tomb of
Seth B. Jones (#4); and two more upright tablets in socketed ledgers that mark the burials of
bothers Alston A. and Alpheus Jones (#s 5 and 6). The commercially made gravemarkers are
crafted of marble and granite. Inside the north wall are two burials (#s 7 and 8). Burial 7 is
marked with uninscribed fieldstones, and burial 8 is the ground-supported marble tablet
headstone and footstone of Garland Griffith Betts.
A list and descriptions of the marked burials at the Seth Jones Cemetery are included in Table 1.

Table 1. Gravemarkers in the Seth Jones Cemetery.
**Gravemarkers listed from south to north.

Grave
Number

Name

Dates

1

Unknown

N/A

2

Sally K. Jones

b. September
14, 1795
d. September
23, 1871

3

Seth Jones

b. March 9,
1785
d. June 5,
1866

4

Seth B. Jones

b. March 9,
1826
d. August 7,
1862

5

Alpheus Jones

b. October 7,
1819
d. July 4, 1854

6

Alston A. Jones b. December
20, 1821
d. December
12, 1855

7

Unknown

N/A

8

Garland
Griffith Betts

b. September
29, 1873 d.
December
12, 1873

Description/History
Fieldstones (headstone and footstone)
with no inscription.
Simple marble tablet set with an arched
tympanum and chamfered edges set in
a socketed granite ledger covering the
burial plot. She was the wife of Seth
Jones and the daughter of James and
Sally Alston.
Marble tablet set upright in a socketed
granite ledger flush with the ground and
covering the burial plot. The tablet has a
weeping willow tree carved in relief. The
tablet has a scrolled tympanum with
rosettes and other floral symbols. He was
the son of Nathaniel and Millie Jones of
White Plains (Cary area).
Box tomb with granite base and marble
ledger stone. He was the son of Seth and
Sally K. Jones. Inscribed with name of
stone carvers “Cayton and Wolfe” at
bottom of stone.
Marble tablet set upright in a socketed
granite ledger flush with the ground and
covering the burial plot. This tablet has
been dislocated from its ledger and is
presently learning against the box tomb
of Seth B. Jones (#4). The tablet has a
scrolled tympanum with rosettes and
other floral symbols. An open book is
carved in relief. He was a son of Seth and
Sally K. Jones.
Marble tablet set upright in a socketed
granite ledger flush with the ground and
covering the burial plot. The tablet has a
scrolled tympanum with rosettes and
other floral symbols. Carved in relief on
the stone is a square and compass
resting on a bible, symbols of
Freemasonry. He was a son of Seth and
Sally K. Jones.
Fieldstones (headstone and footstone)
with no inscription.
Small marble ground-supported tablet.
He was the son of Rev. A.D. & M.E. Betts.
Unknown relationship with to Jones
family.

Plate
Numbers
10

11-12

15

13

14

17
18

The Seth Jones Cemetery is significant for its enclosure wall and the artistic quality of its inscribed
gravemarkers. The grave of Seth B. Jones (#4), son of Seth and Sally K. Jones, is the cemetery’s
only raised box tomb. The horizontal ledger of the box tomb bears the inscription of Cayton and
Wolfe, a commercial marble yard in Raleigh that is known to have operated in Raleigh during
the 1870s, and perhaps earlier, and was defunct by 1884. Makers’ marks were not observed on
the other gravemarkers but it is clear from the quality of the carvings and the use of popular
nineteenth-century funerary iconography that these markers were crafted by professional stone
carvers. The marble tablet headstones of Seth Jones, Alpheus Jones, and Alston Jones embody
the same form, suggesting they were purchased at the same time despite the 12-year gap in
the death dates between Alpheus and Seth. The upright tablets are set in socketed horizontal
granite ledger stones, which cover the burial plots. The tablets display scrolled tympanums with
evening primroses and bellflowers, which represent eternal love, memory, youth, hope, and
sadness (Keister 2004: 47). Each identical tablet is distinguished by carved symbols representing
the life of the man. Seth Jones’ gravestone is embellished with a weeping willow tree (#3), a
symbol of sorrow and grief. Alpheus Jones’ tablet displays an open book (#6), and Alston Jones’
headstone (#5) has the square and compass, the symbols of Freemasonry. The 1871 simple
marble headstone for Sally K. Jones has an arched tympanum and is set in a socketed granite
ledger stone that covers her plot. Her gravemarker lacks the symbolic carving found on the
tablets of her husband and sons. The burial plot of Garland Griffith Betts is denoted by a small
marble ground-supported tablet with an arched tympanum.
No burial records were found for the Seth Jones Cemetery; however, an 1847 article from the
Weekly Raleigh Register describes a visit to Jones’s plantation, known as Pomona:
“His [Seth Jones] purpose is readable in the neat and substantial granite enclosure
which he has erected for a family burying-ground, the comforts with which he is
surrounded, and the fact that there has been but one death in his family (except one
by drowning) during the long period of the last twenty years” (Weekly Raleigh Register
[WRR] 1847: 22 September).
Given its mention in the article, and the 1842 inscription in the cemetery wall, it is likely that one
or more of the burials denoted by unmarked fieldstones, or unmarked burials, predate 1854, the
date of Alpheus Jones’ death and the earliest inscription in the cemetery.
A twentieth-century Jones family cemetery lies just 100 yards southwest of the Seth Jones
Cemetery. Identified on FindAGrave.com as the Charles Jones Cemetery, it is named for Charles
Dennis “Charlie” Jones (1850-1932), and the earliest burial dates to 1917 (Figure 3). Charlie Jones
was the son of Hilliard and Mary Horton Jones, and resided in the circa 1818 Seth Jones House
(WA3706). The 1948 brick Ranch house on the Dennis Jones Farm (WA1924) may have replaced
the original Seth Jones homeplace, which no longer appears on aerial photographs by 1959.
The locations of these resources are shown in Figure 3. A circa 1905 photograph of the Seth
Jones House shows Mary Duke Jones, Charlie Jones’ second wife, their daughters Annie Bell
Jones and Helen Jones, posing with Lily Jones, their half-sister and the daughter of Charlie Jones’
and his first wife (Figure 4). A circa 1938 photograph of the Seth Jones House shows more clearly
the two-story, three-bay frame Federal house with double-shouldered brick end chimneys
(Figure 5). The size and quality of the dwelling shown in the picture would have befitted a
wealthy planter such as Seth Jones.
7B. Historical Background Narrative
Seth Jones
Seth Jones was born in Wake County on March 9, 1785, a son of Nathaniel Jones and Millison
(Millie) Blanchard Jones of White Plains, near modern-day Cary. Nathaniel named his plantation
"White Plains" because of the vast fields of cotton that surrounded it; he was the largest
landowner in the history of the area (Lally 1994: 325). Little is known about Seth Jones’ formative
years.
Seth Jones served in the North Carolina House of Commons from 1814 to 1819 (Hinson 1975). He
was involved in the establishment of the Pomona Academy in Rolesville, for which he was

recruiting a teacher by December 29, 1826 (The North Carolina Star 1826: 29 December). The
academy was issued a state charter in 1827. The statement regarding the charter appears in the
Weekly Raleigh Register and includes that the academy was located on the lands of Seth Jones
(WRR 1827: 16 February). By 1829, his advertisements for the academy also informed the public
that “he is willing to review a few boarders in his family. He resides within 200 yards of the
academy. The situation is very healthy. His family numbers between forty and fifty, and there has
not been a death, nor a case of bilious fever in it for 10 to 12 years” (The Raleigh Register [TRR]
1829: 12 June). It is not known how long the academy operated, but Seth Jones and other
board members continued to advertise it throughout the 1830s.
In addition to his involvement within the realm of politics and education, Seth Jones was
recognized throughout North Carolina for progressive agricultural practices, particularly his stock
of cattle for both milk and beef. He was a successful breeder of livestock and racehorses and
was widely recognized for his scientific agricultural practices (Hinson 1975). He was considered a
very successful and “enterprising countryman,” and his farm was deemed “a model one, and his
stock of cattle as good for the practical farmer as any in the United States” (The Weekly
Standard [TWS] 1845: 12 November). His cattle were of the North Devon and short-horned
Durham breeds, and he began working with the thoroughbred Devon bull in 1829 (WRR 1847: 22
September). He purchased his first Durham bull from James Durham of Philadelphia, a noted
English breeder. In a report from a visitor to his farm in 1845, his land was described as naturally
poor and stony, “yet by the application of manures furnished chiefly, if not altogether, but his
own cattle, he has so improved his worn-out lands that his cotton crop will yield, the present
season a thousand pounds to the acre, and other products in like proportion” (WRR 1847: 22
September). The visitor also noted that Jones had full-blooded horses, Berkshire hogs, and sheep,
and a visit to Pomona “is a strong argument in favor of the superiority of agricultural life over the
fretful and feverish career of political speculation or ambition” (WRR 1847: 22 September).
Children of Seth Jones and Sally K. Alston
Seth Jones married Sally K. Alston, daughter of James and Sally Alston, in Warren County on April
4, 1812 (Ancestry.com 2015). Seth and Sally K Jones were the parents of Ann, Charity, Alpheus,
Alston, Seth B., Columbia, and Sarah Susan (Sally). Alpheus Jones, whose grave is decorated
with a carving of an open book, was born on October 7, 1819 and attended the University of
North Carolina where he received an A.B. in 1839 and an A.M. in 1843 (Ancestry.com 2012).
While at the University, he served as president of the Dialectic Society and was valedictorian of
the graduating class of 1839 (Hinson 1975). He studied law before becoming a prominent
planter and lawyer in eastern Wake County (Lally 1994: 14; Hinson and Topkins 1975). In 1842,
Alpheus Jones was given a 680-acre tract of land by his father, where he had built a Greek
Revival plantation house about five miles due west of Pomona. Notably, the house sits on a
massive foundation of cut granite stones like those that enclose the Seth Jones Cemetery. The
Alpheus Jones House still stands on the east side of US 401 (the old road from Raleigh to
Louisburg) just north of the interchange with Interstate 540. The property was designated a Wake
County Landmark in1990 and listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1995. Alpheus
Jones died on July 4, 1854 and was interred at the family cemetery at Pomona.
Alston A. Jones was born on December 20, 1820 and attended the University of North Carolina
from 1837 to 1839 (Ancestry.com 2012). He died on December 12, 1855. His gravestone is
adorned with an open book and compass icons. Seth B. Jones was born on March 9, 1826 and
attended the University of North Carolina from 1842 to 1845 (Ancestry.com 2012). He died on
August 7, 1862. His grave is marked by the only box tomb in the Seth Jones Cemetery. The
tomb’s horizontal ledger stone lacks funerary imagery but is bears the inscription of the Raleigh
marble yard of Cayton and Wolfe.

Sadly, Seth and Sally Alston Jones outlived their three sons. The couple’s daughter, Ann Jones
who born on April 8, 1817, married Dr. H.W. Montague. She died on March 27, 1893 and was
buried at Oakwood Cemetery in Raleigh. Columbia Jones was born on February 13, 1831,
married Dr. Edward Alston Crudup, and died on December 29, 1900. The Crudups are buried at
Oakwood Cemetery in Louisburg. Charity Jones married William A. Whifield and Sally married Dr.
W.W. Green of Franklin County on February 23, 1876 in Raleigh (Ancestry.com 2015). The burial
locations of Charity Jones and Sally Jones are not presently known.
Upon his death in 1866, Seth Jones directed that all his property, totaling over 1,200 acres, be
sold at public auction (Ancestry.com 2015). He left his wife, Sally K. Jones, $5,000. Sally left all her
real and personal property to her daughter Sarah Susan (Sally) Jones when she died in
September 1871 (Ancestry.com 2015) (Figure 6). Sally K. Jones’ grave is marked with a simply
inscribed arched tablet that lacks symbolic iconography. Sally and her husband Dr. Green
executed a contract to purchase 770.5 acres known as the “Pomona tract” with Charles Dennis
(C.D.) Jones on November 7, 1879 (Ancestry.com 2015). Before C.D. Jones was able to make all
the payments on the contract, both Dr. and Mrs. Green died (WCDB 79, Page 519). Sally Green
died before April 25, 1883, and Dr. W.W. Green died on December 17, 1883 (The News and
Observer 1883: 20 December). Sally Green’s will devised that the lands under contract to Jones
be sold to her sister, Columbia Jones Crudup, who intended to sell the land to C.D. Jones. The
deed between C.D. Jones and Crudup included all of the 770.5 acres “except the graveyard
included with a stone wall known as Pomona” (WCDB 79, Page 520). C.D. Jones died on
September 12, 1932 and is buried in his family cemetery at the intersection of Rolesville Road and
Fixit Shop Road, just south of the Seth Jones Cemetery (The News and Observer 1932: 13
September).
Seth Jones Cemetery Today
The Seth Jones Cemetery is currently owned by the life estate of Mary Grace Jones Watkins, who
received the property with her husband, Owen Watkins, from Richard D. Jones and wife Mary
Bowling Jones, Latis Thomas and wife Josephine Jones, Mary Grace Jones Watkins and husband
Owen Watkins, Nona Frances Jones Perry and husband Vernon Perry on November 25, 1975
(WCDB 2368, Page 667).
Cayton and Wolfe Stone Carvers
It is not known when, from where, or by whom, most of the Seth Jones Cemetery gravemarkers
were purchased. The one exception is the ledger of Seth B. Jones’ box tomb, which is inscribed
at the bottom “Cayton and Wolfe.” John Cayton operated the Southern Marble and Stone
Works (also advertised as the Southern Marble and Granite Works and Raleigh Marble Works) in
Raleigh in the 1870s (Figures 7 and 8). He was from New York and was of Scottish or Irish descent.
Cayton had died by 1884, and his wife, Mary L. Cayton, took over the business. William Oliver
(W.O.) Wolfe was a stonecutter from Pennsylvania who lived and worked in Raleigh around
1870-1880. Around 1880, he moved to Asheville and opened a tombstone and monument shop
at the southeast corner of Pack Square. Wolfe is the father of twentieth-century American
novelist Thomas Wolfe. The character Oliver Gant in Wolfe’s 1929 novel Look Homeward, Angel
was based on W.O. Wolfe. Cayton and Wolfe are thought to have worked together in the 1870s,
although the exact years of their partnership have not been determined and may merit more
study. The gravestones of John J. Scales, Captain Jeptha Horton, and George B. Baker, all of
whom died in 1872, in Oakwood Cemetery in Raleigh are marked “Cayton and Wolfe” or
“C&W.” Seth B. Jones died in 1862, prior to the time when Cayton and Wolfe are known to have
been working. It was not uncommon for gravemarkers to be placed quite a few years after a
death, and perhaps the box tomb ledger signed by Cayton and Wolfe replaced a temporary
gravestone or an earlier one that was damaged, although this is speculative.
Cemetery Context
Burial places and customs reflect the cultural traditions of their communities. Despite regional
variations, most cemeteries throughout North Carolina share common features that are a
product of European and Christian burial practices, among them the prevalent east-west
orientation of individual graves, with the head to the west. Grave markers can be made of
wood, clay, stone, or concrete, and either are handcrafted or commercially produced. Grave
marker types can reflect differences in wealth, literacy, ethnicity, and religion. Cemeteries can

be divided into three main categories: Family cemeteries, church cemeteries, and community
cemeteries.
Family cemeteries offered a practical solution for a dispersed rural population until well into the
twentieth century. Transporting a coffin a substantial distance over unimproved roads was not
possible for many North Carolinians, making burial close to home a necessity. Burials on family
land also reinforced ties of kinship within a community, as multiple generations would be interred
in plots that remained under family ownership. Family cemeteries range from informal plots with
unmarked graves to fenced or walled cemeteries containing neat rows of marked graves.
Church cemeteries can be found in rural, small town, and urban settings. They are characterized
by their close proximity to their associated churches, with some dating prior to construction of
the church building itself. Burials are typically arranged in linear fashion and are oriented east to
west. Church cemeteries may contain burials spanning over a century, with new interments
continuing into the present.
Community cemeteries became more common in the twentieth century, as improved roads
and modern mortuary services gave people who may no longer own ancestral land or affiliate
with a church a place to bury their dead. These types of cemeteries can be privately owned
and managed or be operated by municipalities. One could purchase an individual or family
plot, with the assurance that maintenance would be provided in perpetuity, relieving the family
of that burden. Like larger church cemeteries, community cemeteries may grow over many
decades, following planned layouts defined by circulation patterns and landscaping.
Walled Cemeteries of Northeast Wake County
In the eighteenth, nineteenth, and even well into the twentieth century it was common for rural
families to bury their loved ones on family-owned land near their homes. In this way, deceased
family members could be kept close, and their graves tended. Rolesville granite is found in
abundance in eastern Wake County, and the material was commonly used for foundations and
chimneys in the nineteenth century. In the central and western parts of Wake County these
building features were constructed of brick, and less commonly fieldstone. Rolesville granite was
quarried from the Rolesville Batholith rock formation, which occupies the eastern third of Wake
County and parts of Franklin County (Figure 9). In northeastern Wake County, topsoil erosion led
to exposure of the granite outcroppings, which made the stone visible and easily quarried. The
stone’s consistency made it relatively easy to cut into blocks, but also rendered its surface prone
to erosion.
As part of this study, a windshield survey of mid-nineteenth-century walled cemeteries of eastern
Wake County was conducted. Eight cemeteries enclosed with walls of cut Rolesville granite
were identified, and photographed, and tabulated (Plates 19-30) (Figure 10) (Table 2).

Table.2: Mid-nineteenth-century walled cemeteries of eastern Wake County.
Cemetery
Name
Dunn-Gill
Cemetery

Approximate
Location

Death
Dates

Plate Nos.

Ligon Mill
Road, Wake
Forest
Old Bunch
Road, Marks
Creek,
Zebulon
Rolesville
Road,
Rolesville
Turnipseed
Road,
Wendell

Mid- 19th
century

19

1856-1861

20-21

1842-1873

1-18

1826-1951

22-24

Marshburn
Road, Lizard
Lick
E. Martin
Street, Raleigh

1841-1917

25

1833

26-27

Unnamed
Cemetery

Rolesville
Road,
Rolesville

unknown

28-29

Forest Ridge Park
Cemetery

Forest Ridge
Park, Wake
Forest

Unknown

30

Littleberry-Horton
Cemetery

Seth Jones
Cemetery
Doub Cemetery
(Oaky Grove)

Anderson
Cemetery
Parish Cemetery

Description
Altered. Wall recently reconstructed
by subdivision developer. Joints now
mortared. No gravemarkers remain.
Intact three-course wall; joints infilled
with small stones. A few handmade
markers are present.
Intact walled cemetery with highly
artistic, commercially made markers
and granite steps.
Intact walled cemetery with a low
wall comprised of two courses on a
base. Granite steps. Nautical themed
gravemarkers and large granite
ledgers.
Very poor condition: wall badly
damaged.
Intact walled cemetery with
projecting top course. Only
gravemarker of Charles Parish
remains. Located in Roberts Park.
Maintained by Raleigh Department of
Parks, Recreation, and Cultural
Resources.
Walled cemetery with projecting top
course. Poor condition, wall
damaged, handmade gravemarkers
are toppled.
Very poor condition, wall damaged,
no grave markers evident.

7C. Significance Statement
The Seth Jones Cemetery is being proposed for local landmark designation to recognize its
historical significance in Wake County, North Carolina. The Seth Jones Cemetery is an example
of a localized phenomenon: a cemetery enclosed by a wall of dressed granite blocks quarried
from the Rolesville Batholith rock formation that underlies eastern Wake County. In addition to
illustrating this cemetery type, the cemetery contains both folk burial markers and decorative
gravestones possessing markers carved by local stone carvers. One grave marker is signed by
the Raleigh stone cutting firm of Cayton and Wolfe, which operated in Raleigh in the 1870s.
The Seth Jones Cemetery compares well with the other walled cemeteries documented in
eastern Wake County. The quality of the engraved, decorative gravemarkers surpasses those of
the other walled cemeteries, some of which have missing or damaged grave markers. Only one
of the gravemarkers in the Seth Jones Cemetery bears a stonecutter’s imprint but most of the
markers possess a distinctive craftsmanship distinguished by the iconography in the
gravemarkers’ tympanums. The raised box tomb of Seth B. Jones was the only one of its kind
observed during the windshield survey of walled cemeteries in the larger vicinity. The Seth Jones
Cemetery’s stone enclosure of dressed Rolesville granite blocks is fully intact including its access
stair and it was the only cemetery observed to have an engraved date stone set in the wall.

Integrity Statement
The Seth Jones Cemetery is being proposed for local landmark designation to recognize its
historical significance in Wake County, North Carolina. The Seth Jones Cemetery is on the lands
of the former Pomona Plantation and contains the graves of the wealthy, socially, and politically
prominent Seth Jones family. It is an example of a localized phenomenon: a cemetery enclosed
by a wall of dressed granite blocks quarried form the Rolesville Batholith rock formation that
underlies eastern Wake County. In addition to illustrating this cemetery type, the cemetery
contains both folk burial markers and decorative gravestones possessing high artistic value that
were crafted by professional stone carvers. The cemetery is being proposed for local landmark
designation so that its integrity of materials, design, and workmanship can be maintained
through the design review process administered by the Wake County Historic Preservation
Commission. The proposed landmark designation applies to the cemetery wall and the
gravemarkers contained within it.
The Seth Jones Cemetery retains its original location on the lands of Pomona Plantation and its
historical associations with prominent nineteenth-century planter Seth Jones and his family. The
cemetery is sited on 0.03 acres that were delineated by Jones and mentioned in both his will,
articles in local newspapers, and by observers who visited the plantation during the 1840s. The
cemetery’s original setting has been altered minimally over the years with the construction of a
few modern houses and mobile homes nearby, but the area is still mostly open and rural in
character. The cemetery’s placement adjacent to Rolesville Road is still as prominent as it was in
the mid-nineteenth century. The carved gravemarkers are original, in good condition, and
illustrate the funerary design motifs and quality of workmanship that was preferred by wealthy
Wake County families of the nineteenth century. The cemetery wall of dressed granite blocks is
an intact example of local building practice using locally available granite. The component
parts of the Seth Jones cemetery are materially intact and overall, the property expresses its
historic aesthetic and sense of the mid-nineteenth-century period.
Only one of the gravemarkers in the cemetery has been displaced from its socketed granite
base, but it has not been broken. None of the cemetery’s gravemarkers have been broken or
show signs of damage and repairs using inappropriate conservation materials. The cemetery is
at risk of becoming overgrown with vegetation.
7D. Landmark Boundary
The local landmark boundary of the Seth Jones Cemetery follows the red lines on the attached
aerial photograph and corresponds with Wake County Parcel 1767229150 (see Figure 1). The
boundaries of the cemetery encompass 0.03 acres, in which the gravemarkers and the granite
wall are located.
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Figure 1: Aerial photograph showing location of Seth Jones Cemetery
(ESRI World Imagery, 2019).
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Figure 2: Site plan
(2021 David Strohmeier).
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Figure 3: Historic properties near Seth Jones Cemetery
(2021 HPOWEB 2.0).
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Figure 4: 1905 photograph of the Seth Jones House (now demolished) showing (left to right) Annie Bell
Jones (daughter of Mary Duke Jones and Charlie Dennis Jones); Mary Duke Jones (Charlie Dennis Jones’
second wife); Helen Jones (daughter of Mary Duke Jones and Charlie Dennis Jones); Lily Jones Horton
(daughter of Charlie Dennis Jones and first wife)
(WA3706 HPO survey file).
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Figure 5: Circa 1938 photograph of the Seth Jones House (now demolished)
(WA3706 HPO survey file).
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Figure 6: 1871 Section of Map of Wake County, by Fendol Bevers
(North Carolina Maps Digital Collection).
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Figure 7: 1875 Advertisement for Southern Marble and Stone Works
(The Raleigh News 18 June 1875).
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Figure 8: 1875 Advertisement for Southern Marble and Granite Works
(Raleigh City Directory).
A-8

Seth Jones Cemetery

Figure 9: Geologic Map of Wake County
(2021 David Strohmeier based on 2008 Generalized Bedrock Geologic
Map of Wake County by Randy Bechtel and Michael A. Medina).
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Figure 10: Geologic Map of Wake County with locations of granite walled cemeteries
(2021 David Strohmeier based on 2008 Generalized Bedrock Geologic Map of Wake County by Randy
Bechtel and Michael A. Medina).
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Plate 1: South wall with
granite steps.
Photo view: North
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 2: South wall with
granite steps detail.
Photo view: North
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Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 3: North (left) and west
(right) walls.
Photo view: Southeast
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020
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Plate 4: North (left) and east
(right) walls.
Photo view: Southwest
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 5: South wall.
Photo view: Northwest
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 6: West wall with
inscribed block, “SETH
JONES’/FAMILY BURIAL
GROUND/A.D. 1842.”
Photo view: East
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020
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Plate 7: West wall from
across Rolesville Road
showing setting.
Photo view: East
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 8: Graves inside west
wall.
Photo view: Northwest
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 9: Graves inside west
wall.
Photo view: North
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020
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Plate 10: Sallie Jones
gravemarker (#2).
Photo view: West
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 11: Seth Jones
gravemarker (#3).
Photo view: West
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020
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Plate 12: Seth Jones
gravemarker showing
ledger stone on the ground
into which the tablet is
gravemarker tablet is set
(#3).
Photo view: West
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 13: Alpheus Jones
gravemarker (#5).
Photo view: West
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020
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Plate 14: Alston A. Jones
gravemarker (#6).
Photo view: West
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 15: Seth B. Jones
marble box tomb (#4).
Photo view: West
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020
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Plate 16: Northeast interior
corner of wall showing
overgrown vegetation.
Photo view: Northeast
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 17: Fieldstone
gravemarker (#7). Footstone
of Garland Griffith Betts
grave is shown left of frame
in the vegetation.
Photo view: North
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020

Plate 18: Garland Griffith
Betts gravemarker (#8).
Photo view: West
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020
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Plate 19: Dunn-Gill
Cemetery.
Photo view: North
Photographer: Ellen Turco
Date: 2018

Plate 20: Littleberry-Horton
Cemetery.
Photo view: Northeast
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: November 10, 2020

Plate 21: Littleberry-Horton
Cemetery gravemarkers.
Photo view: East
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: November 10, 2020
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Plate 22: Doub Cemetery
(Oaky Grove).
Photo view: Northeast
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: November 10, 2020

Plate 23: Doub Cemetery
(Oaky Grove) gravemarkers.
Photo view: East
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: November 10, 2020

Plate 24: Doub Cemetery
(Oaky Grove) gravemarkers.
Photo view: North
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: November 10, 2020
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Plate 25: Anderson Cemetery.
Photo view: Northeast
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: November 10, 2020

Plate 26: Parish Cemetery.
Photo view: Northeast
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: December 4, 2020

Plate 27: Parish Cemetery.
Charles Parish gravemarker.
Photo view: Northeast
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: December 4, 2020

A-20

Plate 28: Unnamed Cemetery.
Photo view: Southeast
Photographer: Ellen Turco
Date: March 29, 2020

Plate 29: Unnamed Cemetery
showing handmade
gravemarkers.
Photo view: Southwest
Photographer: Ellen Turco
Date: March 29, 2020

Plate 30: Forest Ridge Park
Cemetery.
Photo view: South
Photographer: Jason Harpe
Date: August 26, 2020
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 151.001 PURPOSE.
The historical heritage of Wake County is a valuable and important asset. By listing and
regulating historic districts and landmarks, and acquiring historic properties, the county
seeks:
(A) To safeguard the heritage of the county, including its municipalities, by
preserving districts and landmarks therein that embody important elements of its
culture, history, architectural history, or prehistory; and
(B) To promote the use and conservation of such districts and landmarks for the
education, pleasure, and enrichment of the residents of the county and state as a
whole.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992; Ord. O-92-23, passed 11-16-1992)
§ 151.002 CONFLICT WITH OTHER LAWS.
Whenever the provisions of this chapter are in conflict with any other statute, charter
provision, ordinance or regulation of the local governing body, the more restrictive
ordinance or regulation shall govern.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
§ 151.015 CREATION AND APPOINTMENT.
(A) There is hereby established, by authority of G.S. Chapter 160A160D, Article 19,
Part 3C4 of the North Carolina General Statutes, a joint historic preservation
commission to be known as the Wake County Historic Preservation Commission
or "Commission." The Commission shall consist of at least nine members but no
more than twelve members appointed by the Board of Commissioners of Wake
County. All members must reside in Wake County within the jurisdiction of the
Commission, which shall include the area wherein the county and municipalities
which adopt this chapter have authority for planning and regulation of
development.
(B) In making appointments to the Commission, the Board of Commissioners shall
strive to appoint one member from each of the seven Board of Commissioners
districts. The need for district representation shall be balanced with the
availability of and need for specific expertise on the Commission.
(C) In establishing the Commission and making appointments to it, the Board of
Commissioners shall seek the advice of local governing bodies, or such state or
local historical agencies, societies, or organizations as it may deem necessary.
The Commission may appoint advisory bodies and committees as appropriate.

(Ord. passed 5-4-1992; Ord. O-92-23, passed 11-16-1992; Ord. O-95-5, passed 5-151995; Ord. 0-99-22, passed 5-17-1999, Ord. passed 4-19-21)
§ 151.016 QUALIFICATION OF MEMBERS.
A majority of the members of the Commission shall have demonstrated special interest,
experience or education in history, architecture, archaeology, or related fields.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord. O-92-23, passed 11-16-1992)
§ 151.017 TERMS.
Commission members shall serve overlapping terms of two years, and until their
successors have been appointed. Initially, the Board of Commissioners shall appoint six
members to a term of one year and appoint five members to a full term of two years.
Thereafter, the Board of Commissioners shall appoint members to two-year terms. Any
vacancy during the unexpired term of a member of the Commission shall be filled in
accordance with county policy.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord. O-92-23, passed 11-16-1992)
§ 151.018 RULES OF PROCEDURE.
The Commission shall adopt rules Rules of procedure Procedure necessary to the
conduct of its affairs and in keeping with the provisions of this chapter. The Rrules of
Pprocedure adopted by the Commission shall at least provide for the selection of
officers of the Commission, the time and place of its regular meetings and the calling of
special meetings, the procedures for the conduct of public hearings, the conduct of
voting, the forms to be used in applying for and issuing or denying certificates of
appropriateness, and a list of minor works for which Commission staff may issue
Certificates of Appropriateness.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord. passed 4-19-21)
§ 151.019 POWERS AND DUTIES.
The Commission is authorized and empowered to undertake such actions reasonably
necessary to the discharge and conduct of its duties and responsibilities as outlined in
this chapter and the N.C. General Statutes, including but not limited to the following:
(A) Undertake an inventory of properties of historical, prehistorical, architectural,
archaeological, and/or cultural significance.
(B) Recommend to the local governing body with which the county has entered an
agreement, individual buildings, structures, sites, areas, or objects within its
zoning jurisdiction to be designated by ordinance as “historic landmarks,” and
areas within its zoning jurisdiction to be designated by ordinance as “historic
districts.”

(C) Recommend to the local governing body that designation of any area as a
historic district or part thereof, or of any building, structure, site, area, or object as
a historic landmark, be revoked or removed for cause.

(D) Review and act upon proposals for alteration or demolition of designated
landmarks and for alteration, demolition, or new construction within historic
districts, pursuant to this chapter.
(E) Report violations of this chapter, or other ordinances affecting historic landmarks
and properties within historic districts, to the local official responsible for
enforcing the ordinance.
(F) Act as, establish, or designate a group, body, or committee to give advice to
owners of historic landmarks or property within a historic district concerning the
treatment of the historical and visual characteristics of their property, such as
color schemes, gardens and landscape features, minor decorative elements, and
for the informal review of major additions and new construction.
(G) Conduct an educational program on historic landmarks and districts within the
county.
(H) Publish information, or otherwise inform the public about any matters pertinent to
its purview, duties, organization, procedures, responsibilities, functions, or
requirements.
(I)

Cooperate with state, federal and local governments in pursuing the purposes of
this chapter. The local governing body or the Commission when authorized by
the appropriate local governing body may contract with the state, or the United
States of America, or any agency of either, or with any other organization,
provided the terms are not inconsistent with state or federal law.

(J)

Communicate with other boards or commissions in Wake County or with
agencies of the county or other governmental units to offer or request assistance,
aid, guidance, or advice concerning matters under its purview or of mutual
interest.

(K) Prepare and recommend the official adoption of a historic preservation element
as part of the county's comprehensive plan and a municipality's comprehensive
plan, at the request of the local governing body.
(L) Accept funds to be used for preservation purposes that are granted to the
Commission by private individuals, organizations, and local governing bodies.

(M) Acquire by any lawful means the fee or any lesser included interest, including
options to purchase, to any historic landmarks, land to which historic buildings or
structures may be moved, or properties located within historic districts; hold,
manage, preserve, restore and improve the interest; and exchange or dispose of
the interest by public or private sale, lease, or otherwise, subject to covenants or
other legally binding restrictions which will secure appropriate rights of public
access and promote the preservation of the property. All lands, buildings,
structures, sites, areas, or objects acquired by funds appropriated by a local
governing body shall be acquired in the name of the local government unless
otherwise provided by the local governing body.
(N) Restore, preserve and operate such historic properties.
(O) Enter, at reasonable times, upon private lands and make examinations or
surveys as necessary to the performance of its official duties. However, no
member, employee or agent of the Commission may enter any private building or
structure without the express consent of the owner or occupant thereof.
(P) Negotiate at any time with the owner of a building, structure, site, area or object
for its acquisition or its preservation, when such action is reasonably necessary
and appropriate.
(Q) Take steps, during the period of postponement of demolition or alteration of any
historic landmark or property within a historic district, to ascertain what the local
governing body can or may do to preserve such property, including consultation
with private civic groups, interested private citizens, and other public boards or
agencies, and including investigation of potential acquisition by the local
governing body when the preservation of a given historic property is clearly in the
interest of the general welfare of the community and such property is of certain
historic and architectural significance.
(R) Propose to the local governing body changes to this or any other ordinance, and
propose new ordinances or laws relating to historic landmarks and districts or
relating to a total program for the protection and/or development of the historic
resources of Wake County, the municipalities therein, and their environs.
(S) Organize itself and conduct its business, including any meetings or hearings
necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord. passed 4-19-2021)
HISTORIC LANDMARKS
§ 151.030 ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF DESIGNATION.

Upon compliance with the procedures set out in § 151.033, the local governing body
may adopt and, from time to time, amend or repeal an ordinance designating one or
more historic landmarks. The ordinance shall include information which shall:
(A) List the name or names of the owner or owners of the property;
(B) Describe each property designated in the ordinance, including the approximate
area of the property so designated;
(C) Describe those elements of the property that are integral to its historical,
prehistorical, architectural, archaeological, and/or cultural significance;
(D) Provide for each designated historic landmark, a suitable sign or plaque
indicating that the landmark has been so designated; and
(E) Any other information the local governing body deems necessary within the
authority of this chapter and the general statutes.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
§ 151.031 CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION.
In order for any building, structure, site, area, or object to be designated in an ordinance
as a historic landmark, the Commission must find that the property is of special
significance in terms of its history, prehistory, architecture, archaeology and/or cultural
importance, and that it possesses integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials,
feeling and/or association.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord. passed 4-19-2021)
§ 151.032 INVENTORY.
The Commission shall use an inventory of buildings, structures, sites, areas, or objects
of historical, prehistorical, architectural, and/or archaeological cultural significance in the
county as a guide to the identification, assessment, and designation of historic
landmarks. The Commission shall update the inventory from time to time.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord. passed 4-19-2021)
§ 151.033 REQUIRED PROCEDURES FOR DESIGNATION.
A local governing body may not adopt or amend an ordinance designating a historic
building, structure, site, area, or object, or acquire any landmark, until the steps
prescribed by this chapter and its sections have been taken, including rules of
procedure and guidelines for the altering, restoring, moving, or demolishing properties
designated as historic. Designation procedures may be initiated by the Commission or
at the request of a property owner.
(A) Designation reports. The Commission shall make, or cause to be made, an
investigation and report that includes all the information contained in this section.

Applications prepared by owners will be judged by the same criteria as those
prepared by the Commission.
(1) The name of the property to be considered for designation, both common
and historic names, if they can be determined;
(2) The name and address of the current property owner;
(3) The location of the property proposed to be designated historic, including
the street address and Wake County tax map and parcel numbers or the
parcel identification number;
(4) The date of construction and of any later alterations, if any;
(5)

An assessment of the significance of the site or structure pursuant to §
151.031;

(6) An architectural or archaeological description of the area of the site or
structure proposed to be designated. If outbuildings or other
appurtenant features are proposed to be designated, the report shall
contain a description of those features;
(7) A historical discussion of the site or structure within its type, period and
locality;
(8) A photograph that clearly depicts the property proposed to be designated
and supplementary photographs showing facades, details and siting; and
(9) A map showing the location of the property, including any outbuildings and
appurtenant features.
(B) Review by the Department of Cultural Resources. A report accepted by the
Commission shall be submitted to the Office of Archives and History, North
Carolina Department of Cultural Resources, Division of Archives and History or
its successor agency, for comments pursuant to G.S. § 160A160D-946,400.6, as
amended from time to time. The Department of Cultural Resources or its
successor agency, acting through the State Historic Preservation Officer, shall,
either upon request of the Department or at the initiative of the Commission, be
given an opportunity to review and comment upon the substance and effect of
the designation of any landmark pursuant to this chapter.

(C) Consideration of the report.
(1) Once the designation report has been prepared, either by the Commission
or by the owner, and is deemed by the Commission staff to meet the
provisions of division (A) of this section, the Commission shall consider the
report. The Commission may accept it, amend it, reject it, or recommend
further study.
(2) Prior to final action on a designation report, the Commission shall indicate
the extent to which the landmark meets the criteria for designation in §
151.031.
(3) The Commission should consider any comments received in writing from
the Department of Cultural Resources or its successor agency. If the
Department does not submit its written comments or recommendations in
connection with any proposed designation within 30 days following receipt of
the report, the Commission and the local governing body shall be relieved of
any responsibility to consider such comments. After the expiration of the 30day comment period given the Division of Archives and History, the
Commission may recommend to the local governing body that the property
be designated as a historic landmark.
(C) Submission to the governing body. The Commission shall forward its
recommendation to the local governing body. The Commission shall submit a
copy of the designation report, any written comments received from the
Department of Cultural Resources, and, if the recommendation is for approval, a
proposed ordinance of designation, to the local governing body.
(D) Public hearing. When a proposed ordinance of designation is submitted, the
Commission and the local governing body shall hold a joint public hearing or
separate public hearings on the proposed ordinance. Reasonable notice of the
time and place thereof shall be given.
(E) Adoption of a designation ordinance. Following the required public hearing, the
local governing body shall consider the designation report, the Commission's
recommendation, the Department of Cultural Resource's comments, and the
comments made at the public hearing, and may adopt the ordinance as
proposed, adopt the ordinance with amendments or reject the ordinance.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord. passed 4-19-2021)
§ 151.034 ACTIONS SUBSEQUENT TO APPROVAL.
Upon adoption of the ordinance:

(A) Commission staff shall send the owner(s) of the landmark, as identified by
current tax records, written notice of such designation within 30 days of adoption
of the ordinance by certified mail, return receipt requested.
(B) The Commission shall file one copy of the ordinance and any
subsequent amendments thereto, in the office of the Register of Deeds of Wake
County. The Register of Deeds shall index each historic landmark according to
the name of the owner in the grantee and grantor indexes. The Commission shall
pay a fee for filing and indexing.
(C) In the case of a landmark lying within the zoning jurisdiction of a municipality, a
second copy of the ordinance shall be kept on file in the office of the municipal
clerk and be made available for public inspection at any reasonable time. A copy
shall also be given to the municipality's Inspections Director.
(D) All tax maps maintained by the county shall clearly indicate the designation of a
building, structure, site, area, or object as a historic landmark for as long as the
designation remains in effect.
(E) The Commission staff shall notify the tax assessor of Wake County of the
landmark designation. The assessor shall consider the designation and any
recorded restriction on the landmark in appraising it for tax purposes.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
§ 151.035 DENIED APPLICATIONS.
If the local governing body denies a designation report, a copy of the minutes of the
meeting at which such a decision to deny the report was made, shall be mailed to the
owner of the property proposed for designation.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
HISTORIC DISTRICTS
§ 151.050 ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF DESIGNATION.
No historic district may exist without an ordinance designating it as such.
Upon compliance with the procedures contained in § 151.053, the local governing body
within its jurisdiction, may adopt and from time to time amend or repeal an ordinance
designating one or more historic districts.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
§ 151.051 CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION.
In order for any area to be designated in an ordinance as a historic district, the
Commission must find that the area is of special significance in terms of its history,
prehistory, architecture, archaeology and/or cultural importance, and that it possesses
integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling and/or association.

(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord passed 4-19-2021)
§ 151.052 INVENTORY.
The Commission shall use an inventory of buildings, structures, sites, areas, or objects
of historical, prehistorical, and architectural, and archaeological significance in the
county as a guide for the identification, assessment, and designation of historic districts.
The Commission shall update the inventory from time to time.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord passed 4-19-2021)
§ 151.053 REQUIRED PROCEDURES FOR DESIGNATION.
A local governing body may not adopt or amend an ordinance designating a historic
district, nor may the local governing body or the Commission accept any district until the
steps prescribed by this section have been taken.
(A) Designation report. The Commission shall prepare or review an investigation and
report describing the significance of the buildings, structure, features, sites, or
surroundings included in any such proposed district, and the description of the
boundaries of such district. Such report shall be referred to the local governing
body or the local planning agency for its review and comment according to
procedures set forth in the zoning ordinance of the corresponding jurisdiction.
(B) Review by the Department of Cultural Resources.
(1) All designation reports shall be submitted to the North Carolina Department
of Cultural Resources by the Commission. The Department of Cultural
Resources or its successor agency, acting through the State Historic
Preservation Officer, shall, either upon request of the Department or at the
initiative of the Commission, be given an opportunity to review and comment
upon the substance and effect of the designation of any district.
(2) If the Department does not submit its written comments or recommendations
in connection with any proposed designation within 30 days following receipt
of the report, the Commission and the local governing body shall be relieved
of any responsibility to consider such comments. After the expiration of the
30-day comment period given the Division of Archives and
HistoryDepartment, the Commission may recommend to the local governing
body that the area be designated as a historic district.
(C) Review by other groups. The local governing body may also, in its discretion,
refer the designation report and proposed boundaries to any local preservation
commission or other interested body for its recommendations prior to taking
action to amend the zoning ordinance.

(D) Adoption of a designation ordinance. On receipt of these reports and
recommendations, the local governing body may proceed in the same manner as
would otherwise be required for the adoption or amendment of any appropriate
zoning ordinance provisions.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord passed 4-19-2021)
§ 151.054 REVISIONS TO DISTRICTS.
With respect to any changes in the boundaries of an adopted historic district
subsequent to its initial establishment, the requirements and procedures contained in
this subchapter shall apply.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
§ 151.065 REQUIRED.
(A) From and after the designation of a historic landmark or district, no exterior
portion of any building or other structure (including masonry walls, fences,
light fixtures, steps and pavement, or other appurtenant features), nor aboveground utility structure nor any type of outdoor advertising sign shall be erected,
altered, restored, moved, or demolished on such landmark or within such district
until after an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness as to exterior
features has been submitted to and approved by the Commission. In adopting an
ordinance establishing a historic district, the local governing body shall provide
that no building permit or other permit granted for the purposes of constructing,
altering, moving, or demolishing structures shall be issued unless the
Commission has first issued a Certificate of Appropriateness authorizing the
construction, alteration, moving, or demolition. Any building permit or such other
permit not issued in conformity with this section shall be invalid. In approving a
Certificate of Appropriateness, the Commission may attach reasonable
conditions necessary to carry out the purposes of this chapter. A Certificate of
Appropriateness shall be required whether or not a building permit is required.
(B) For purposes of this chapter, “exterior features” shall include the architectural
style, general design, and general arrangement of the exterior of a building or
other structure, including the kind and texture of the building material, the size
and scale of the building or other structure, and the type and style of
all windows, doors, light fixtures, signs, and other appurtenant fixtures. In the
case of outdoor advertising signs, “exterior features” shall mean the style,
material, size, and location of all such signs. In adopting an ordinance
establishing a historic district, the local governing body may provide that “exterior
features” also include historic signs, color, and significant landscape,
archaeological, and natural features of the area. The Commission shall take no
action under this section except to prevent the construction, reconstruction,
alteration, restoration, moving, or demolition of buildings, structures, appurtenant

fixtures, outdoor advertising signs, or other significant features which would be
incongruous with the special character of the landmark or district.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
§ 151.066 REVIEW GUIDELINESPRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS.
Prior to the designation of any historic landmark or district, the Commission shall
prepare and adopt guidelinesPrinciples and Standards, not inconsistent with G.S. 160D947Chapter 160A, Article 19, Part 3B for altering, restoring, moving, or demolishing of
property designated as historic. It is the intention of these guidelines to ensure, insofar
as possible, that changes in designated landmarks or properties located within
designated districts shall be in harmony with the reasons for designation.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord passed 4-19-2021)
§ 151.067 LIMITATIONS ON INTERIOR REVIEW.
Notwithstanding this chapter, jurisdiction of the Commission over interior spaces shall
be limited to specific interior features of architectural, artistic, or historical significance in
publicly-owned landmarks, and of privately-owned historic landmarks for which consent
for interior review has been given by the owner. If an owner's consent for interior review
has been filed in the office of the Wake County Register of Deeds and indexed
according to the name of the owner of the property in the grantee and grantor indexes,
such consent shall bind future owners and/or successors in title. The ordinance
establishing the historic designation shall specify the interior features to be reviewed
and the specific nature of the Commission's jurisdiction over those features.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
§ 151.068 CERTAIN CHANGES NOT PROHIBITED.
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance or repair
of any exterior architectural feature of a historic landmark or property located within a
district that does not involve a change in design, material, or outer appearance thereof.
Nor shall this chapter be construed to prevent the construction, reconstruction,
alteration, restoration, moving, or demolition of any such feature when a building
inspector or similar official certifies to the Commission that such action is required for
the public safety because of an unsafe or dangerous condition. Nothing herein shall be
construed to prevent a property owner from making any use of his property not
prohibited by other statutes, ordinances, or regulations. Nothing in this chapter shall be
construed to prevent the maintenance of or, in the event of an emergency,
immediate restoration of any existing above-ground utility structure without approval by
the Commission.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
§ 151.069 ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL FOR MINOR WORKS ALLOWED.
(A) The Commission staff may issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for minor
works, as listed in the Commission's Rules of Procedure. Minor works shall
include and are defined as those exterior changes that do not involve substantial

alterations, additions, or removals that could impair the integrity of the property
and/or district as a whole.
(B) No application for a minor works Certificate of Appropriateness may be
denied without formal action by the Commission.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
§ 151.070 DELAY IN DEMOLITION OF DESIGNATED PROPERTIES.
(A) Except as provided below, the Commission may not deny an application for a
Certificate of Appropriateness authorizing the demolition of a designated historic
landmark or property located within a district. However, the Commission may
delay the effective date of such a certificate for a period of up to 365 days from
the date of approval. The Commission may reduce the period of delay where
it finds that the owner would suffer extreme hardship or be permanently deprived
of all beneficial use of or return from such property by virtue of the delay.
During such period, the Commission may negotiate with the owner and with any
other parties in an effort to find a means of preserving the property, as provided
in section § 151.019 (Q).
(B) The Commission may deny an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness
authorizing the demolition or destruction of a building, site, or structure
determined by the State Historic Preservation Office to have statewide
significance, as defined in the criteria of the National Register of Historic Places,
unless the Commission finds that the owner would suffer extreme hardship or be
permanently deprived of all beneficial use or return by virtue of the denial.
(C) If the Commission has voted to recommend designation of a property as a
landmark or designation of an area as a district, and final designation has
not been made by the local governing body, the demolition or destruction of any
building, site, or structure located on the property of the proposed landmark or in
the proposed district may be delayed by the Commission for a period of up to
180 days or until the local governing body takes action on the designation,
whichever occurs first. Should the governing body approve the designation prior
to the expiration of the 180 day delay period, an application for a Certificate of
Appropriateness for demolition must then be filed; however, the maximum delay
period of 365 days shall be reduced by the period of delay while the designation
was pending.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992; Ord. O-93-19, passed 9-20-1993)
§ 151.071 DEMOLITION BY NEGLECT.
Demolition by neglect of any designated historic landmark or property located within a
district shall constitute a violation of this chapter. The local governing body may take
appropriate actions to prevent demolition by neglect, provided such actions include
appropriate safeguards to protect the property owner from undue economic hardship.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)

§ 151.072 REQUIRED PROCEDURES.
(A) Submittal of application. An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness shall
be obtained from and, when completed, filed with the Commission staff.
Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness shall be considered by the
Commission at its next regularly scheduled meeting, provided they have been
filed, complete in form and content, at least ten working days before the meeting;
otherwise consideration shall be deferred until the following meeting.
(B) Contents of application.
(1) The Commission shall, by uniform rule in its Rules of Procedure,
require information as is reasonably necessary to determine the nature of
the application. An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness shall not
be considered complete until the required information is included. An
incomplete application shall not be accepted.
(2) Nothing shall prevent the applicant from filing with the application additional
relevant information bearing on the application.
(C) Notification of affected property owners. Before considering an application for a
Certificate of Appropriateness, the Commission shall notify by mail the owners of
any adjacent property. The mailed notices are for the convenience of the
property owners and occupants and any defect or their omission therein shall not
impair the validity of issuing a Certificate of Appropriateness, or any following
action.
(D) Hearing. When considering an application, the Commission shall give the
applicant and owners of any property likely to be materially affected by the
application, an opportunity to be heard.
(E) Commission action on application.
(1) When considering the application, the Commission shall apply the review
guidelines required by § 151.002, and shall, before final action of the
application, make findings of fact indicating the extent to which the
application is or is not in compliance with the review criteria.
(2) The Commission's action on the application shall be approval, approval with
modifications, deferral, or disapproval.
(F) Reasons for Commission's actions to appear in minutes. The Commission shall
cause to be entered into the minutes of its meeting the reasons for its actions,
whether it be approval, approval with modifications, deferral or denial. The

minutes shall also contain a summary of any citation to the evidence, testimony,
studies, or other authority upon which it based its decision.
(G) Time limits.

(1) If the Commission fails to take final action upon any application within 90
days after the complete application is submitted to the Commission staff, the
application shall be deemed to be approved as submitted. This time period
may be extended upon mutual agreement between the Commission and the
applicant.
(2) A Certificate of Appropriateness shall expire six months after the date of
issuance, or in the case of a demolition Certificate of Appropriateness, the
effective date, if the work authorized by the certificate has not been
commenced. If the work has been discontinued for a period of 12 months
after commencement, the permit shall immediately expire.
(H) Submission of new application. If the Commission denies a Certificate of
Appropriateness, a new application affecting the same property may be
submitted only if substantial change is made in plans for the proposed
construction, reconstruction, alteration, restoration, or moving.
(I)

Appeals of the Commission's decision. An appeal may be made to the Board of
Adjustment of the corresponding jurisdiction regarding the Commission's action
in approving or denying any application for a Certificate of Appropriateness.
Written notice of intent to appeal must be sent to the Commission, postmarked
within 20 days following the Commission's decision, unless oral notice of appeal
is made to the Commission during the meeting at which the decision is rendered.
Appeals must be filed with the Board of Adjustment of the corresponding
jurisdiction within 60 days following the Commission's decision. Appeals shall be
in the nature of certiorari. The Board of Adjustment's decision in any such case
may be appealed to the superior court of Wake County.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)
§ 151.073 CHAPTER TO APPLY TO PUBLICLY OWNED BUILDINGS AND
STRUCTURES.
Designated historic buildings, structures, sites, areas, or objects owned by the state or
any of its political subdivisions, agencies, or instrumentalities shall be subject to the
regulations imposed by this chapter, in accordance with G.S. 160D-947§ 160A-400.9(f).
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992, Ord passed 4-19-2021)
§ 151.074 REMEDIES.

In case any building, structure, site, area, or object designated a historic landmark or
any property located within a historic district is about to be demolished as the result of
deliberate neglect or otherwise, materially altered, remodeled, or removed, except in
compliance with this chapter, the local governing body, the Commission, or other party
aggrieved by such action may institute any appropriate action or proceedings to prevent
such unlawful demolition, material alteration, remodeling, or removal, to restrain, correct
or abate such violation, or to prevent any illegal act or conduct with respect to such
historic property.
(Ord. passed 5-4-1992)

