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W A R R I O R S  A N D  Q U I E T  W A T E R S  F O U N D A T I O N

“I’ve avoided hunting and fishing 
because I was terrified I’d poison those 

experiences with my messed up mind set.  
Being with you guys last week, convinced 

me that I may have a bad day but it 
won’t ruin those things for me.”

—  S E N I O R  M A S T E R  S E R G E A N T,  U S A F
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2015:  A Year of Profound Change, Growth and…Consistency

Did you ever have a time in your life when so much changed and you grew in such 
profound ways that you worried you might become “unhinged”? 2015 brought 
innumerable opportunities for Warriors and Quiet Waters Foundation (WQW). In 
fact, the year bore witness to so many accomplishments that a complete annual 
review is simply not possible in this short opening summary! 

We have a myriad of positive “firsts” to report from this year: the inauguration of 
an Alumni Companion program model that provides enhanced support to the 
individualized long-term healing of combat-wounded veterans (see page 11); a 
national wader partnership with Simms Fishing Products; receiving an exceptionally 
competitive “Newman’s Own Award”; the establishment of key audit, governance 
and strategic planning committees; volunteer appreciation events, etc., etc.  We 
also:

•  Strategically launched a $7M “Home for Healing” Capital Campaign, raising $6.2 
M to date (see page 8);

• Profoundly altered our dependency upon transient rental accommodations by 
purchasing Quiet Waters Ranch. Located just 15 minutes from Bozeman, this six-
bedroom home sits atop 112 peaceful acres. ADA compatible renovations are 
underway along with the development of two fishable ponds;

 •  Established the Foundation’s first two endowments that will facilitate management 
of Quiet Waters Ranch and program operations in perpetuity, thus strengthening 
WQW’s financial sustainability; 

•  Assembled and facilitated our first National Advisory Board to expand our footprint 
of national awareness and mission support;

•  Hired our first Annual Fund Manager in Emily Wallace based on a Feasibility Study 
recommendation to increase fundraising staff in order to conduct a successful capital 
campaign;

•  Permanently hired our new Executive Director in Faye Nelson;

•  Filled the Development Director position vacated by Faye with Gayle Whittenberg; 

•  Hired our first Director of Warrior Services in Saul Martinez, Sgt U.S. Army 
(Retired), 2009 WQW Alumnus, to professionally recruit warriors, monitor their WQW 
experience, and provide follow-up service to ensure long-term, positive change in 
their lives.

As we reflect upon a watershed year, a constant thread remains woven among all 
this growth - the singular objective to bring hope, camaraderie and serenity to those 
wounded in combat, their spouses and, by extension, their families and caregivers. 
Fly fishing remains at the heart of WQW’s programs and continues to be the catalyst 
for  positive change as seen in the year’s 79 warrior and spouse participants. The list 
and the blessings seem endless! But please—read on to enjoy a detailed review of 
the year and get to know some of the people we “serve.”  Our donors, volunteers 
and warriors—servants all—have our unbounded gratitude.

E R I C  H A S T I N G S ,  C O L ,  U S M C  ( R E T )
E M E R I T U S  B O A R D  C H A I R

FAY E  N E L S O N
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

—  S E R G E A N T  B E N ,

U S  A R M Y

—  L A N C E  C O R P O R A L 

F E N L E Y,  U S M C

“Thanks for getting 
me up to Montana 
for that trip...Really 
pulled me out of a 
bad place and literally 
changed my outlook 
on life. Because of 
it, I’m getting my 
house packed up 
and moving back to 
Missouri to be closer 
to my family. That 
trip really made me 
miss being around 
people that truly 
care….[S]ince being 
back, I feel like I have 
a better appreciation 
for life and a better 
outlook on what’s  
to come.” 

“Thank you for 
making me feel loved 
and a part of the 
WQW family! You 
have all changed my 
life! My wife says I 
came back a whole 
new person and it 
really helped me in 
my recovery!”

Letter From
Chair & 

Executive
Director

Ph
ot

o:
 M

ic
ha

el
 J.

 M
ac

Le
od

Ph
ot

o:
 M

ic
ha

el
 J.

 M
ac

Le
od

2   |   W A R R I O R S  &  Q U I E T  W A T E R S  2 0 1 5  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

3



O U R  V I S I O N

O U R  M I S S I O N

We envision an America in which 
a new generation of traumatically 

injured combat veterans 
successfully reintegrates  

into society.

Through the experience of fly 
fishing in Montana, WQW is a 
catalyst for positive change in  

the lives of post-9/11  
combat veterans.
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S T A F FB O A R D  O F 
D I R E C T O R S

N A T I O N A L
A D V I S O R Y 
B O A R D

SUSAN DES JARDINS 
Office Manager and 

Volunteer Coordinator

SAUL MARTINEZ 
Director of Warrior 

Services

FAYE NELSON 
Executive Director

ERIC HASTINGS, 
COL, USMC (RET)
Chair

JOE ESPARZA 
Vice Chair

RYAN OLSON 
Secretary

TOM FULTON 
Treasurer 

JIM BOROWSKI

DIANE BRISTOL

ED BRANDT

EUGENE GRAF, IV

TOM O’CONNOR

CHRIS OLIVER, CAPT, 
USMC (RET)

JASON 
MITTELSTAEDT

CLIFF MYERS, COL, 
USMC (RET)

VOSS SARTAIN

EMIL R. “BUCK” 
BEDARD, LTGEN, 
USMC (RET)

RICHARD BLACK

WALTER BOOMER, 
GEN, USMC (RET) 
(HONORARY)

TROY DOWNING

ROGER ENRICO

ROD FRASER

JULIE HUEBNER

CINDY MCCAIN

CHRIS OLIVER, 
CAPT, USMC (RET)

PHILIP J. UIHLEIN, 
SR.

G U I D E S  &  I N S T R U C T O R S

V O L U N T E E R S

FLY SHOP & OUTFITTER SPONSORS

George Anderson – Dave Bess – Kevin Blanchard – Sean Blaine – Matt 
Brewer – Dave Corcoran – Kyle Dresser – Josh Duchatea – Slade Fedore 
– Chester Floyd – Grant Grigsby – Nathan Guffy – Chris Harpin – Mike 
Henry – Mike Hogan – Brady Hughes – Ladd Hogue – Peter King – John 
Kirk – Dave Kumlien – Will Lasiter – Jesse LeNeve – Josh Michaelis – Chris 
Miller – Charlie Napoli – Gordon Patton – Beau Peavey – Terry Quirk – 
Steven Rendle – Ron Safford – Jerry Schildroth – Willy Self – Lance Stratton 
– Pat Straub – Aaron Tewell – Howard Thompson – Ryan Tomczyk – Tony 
Valeriano – Ty Webb – Paul Will iamson

Craig Allen – Stacey Alzheimer – Jack Atkins – Toni Baggett – Coco Beland 
– Trevor Bell – Marty Berk – Jarrett Blankenship – Tom Blankenship – Denise 
Boggs – Chris Bogner – Jim Borowski – Jo Borowski – Diana Bratlie – Dave 
Bricker – Diane Bricker – Joanne Brosten – Sherry Brown – Ted Campbell 
– Lisa Carey-Davis – Phill ip Churchill – Rebecca Coursey – Anita Covey 
– John Covey – Betsy De Leiris – Ron DeArmond – Mary Kay Dempsey-
Noreika – Tami Dern – Jeannine Doyle – Kim Duff – Joanne Dunne – Don 
Dyleski – Jacquie Elsbernd – Scott Erholm – Carla Farnam – Steve Farnam 
– DeeGee Farrell – Val Farrell – Brian Finnan – Joe Fontaine – Patti Ford – 
Deb Frain – Leo D. Freeman – Thomas Fulton – Marie Gacke – Trey Gacke 
– Jim Gannon – Stephanie Gorman – David Green – Karyn Green – Kelly 
Green – Deborah Greenlee – Craig Greenlee – Jen Gummer – Rob Haderlie 
– Connie Halstad – Richard Halstad – Eric Hastings – Michael Hedegaard – 
Michelle Hendrickson – CAPT Doug Henry, USN (Ret.) – Shawn Hertz – Bob 
Hogue – Cary Hogue – Ladd Hogue – Kathe Howe – Dan Hurwitz – Kathryn 
Jensen – Cata Johnson – Jeanne Johnson – Sara Johnson – Steve Johnson 
– Sue Johnson – Elita Jones – Ott Jones – Leslee Kane – Terri Kelly – Keri 
Kensinger – Paul Kiefer – Haley Konen – Matthew Korinek – Andrew Kranker 
– Kirt Kranker – Jim Kraus – Diane Krokus – Ryan Kuehn – John Lake – Sheila 
Lake – Melissa Leigh – Teresa Lerner – Ben Masters – Matthew McKnight 
– Heath Miller – Marsha Montgomery – Mary Beth Murphy – Susan Murri – 
Megan Nelson – Lori Newman – Clete Oakley – Dinah Oakley – Ryan Olson 
– Sara Orchard – Yvonne Parish – John Peterson – Doug Powell – Marcella 
Powell – Bob Prince – Charles H. Raches, Jr. – Marcia Raches – Heidi 
Ravsten – Alex Rich – Lee Rimkus – Smith Roedel – Carolyn Rosin – Nancy 
Rote – Voss Sartain – Stephanie Schildroth – Cindy Schmidt – Jon Schmidt 
– Joanne Scrip – Tese Shekitka – Arlene Silva – Carol Smith – Diana Smith  – 
Janett Smith – Marina Smith – Sarah Smith – Whitney Smith – Fred Spillman 
– Tricia Stabler – Tom Stiffler – Cassidy Straszewski – Marie Stull – Patrick 
Sumrell – Bill  Teesdale – Curt Toft – Jay Trepanier – Monica Tripp – Brian 
Troth – Philip J. Uihlein Sr. – Joe Valaitis – Julie Valaitis – Larry Weidinger – 
Brandon Wojcik – Susan Woods – Glenn Woodson – Paul Young

The Bozeman Angler – Blue Ribbon Flies – Galloup’s Slide Inn – Fins & 
Feathers – Montana Troutfitters – The River’s Edge – The River’s Edge West 
– Willow Springs Outfitters

W A R R I O R S  A N D  Q U I E T  W A T E R S  F O U N D A T I O N
1087 Stoneridge Dr.,  Ste. 1 •  Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 585-WQWF(9793) •  info@warriorsandquietwaters.org

             warriorsandquietwaters.org

LAWRENCE STUEMKE 

Director of Operations

EMILY WALLACE 
Annual Fund Manager

GAYLE WHITTENBERG 
Development Director

146
volunteers 
TO FA C I L I TAT E

79 
warriors & 
spouses

— M R S .  T R O S T,

WA R R I O R  S P O U S E

“Thank you so much 
for taking such 
wonderful care of my 
husband. He had a 
amazing time and  
has been beaming for 
a week.” 

—  S E R G E A N T  

H E R O L D ,  U S M C

“Thank you for giving 
me a hand out of the 
darkness and giving 
me an opportunity 
to witness and help 
with other warriors 
and their Montana 
experience.”
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$ 1 0 0  -  $ 2 4 9
Sue Achilles – John R. Ahlering – Amazon Smile – Jan and Ed Amende – Cherie F. Anderson – Michael and Ellen Anderson – Anonymous – 
Shirley and Dennis Arsenault – Anna Atkin – Tory Atkins – Carol Auld – Franklin Baker – Bank of Bozeman – Anne and Jim Banks – Charles R. 
Barnosky – Beth Bautista – The Baxter Hotel – Virginia  Baxter – Peter Dennis Beaulieu – Thomas and Janet Beaulieu – Eugene and Sanne 
Beavin – Mary and Clifford Bee – Mr. James M Belfield – Jenefer Berall – Joan Berg – Big Sky Insulations Inc. – Big Sky Western Bank – Billion 
Auto Group – Martha Gray Billman – Lee and Billie Blackwood – Carl Blaskovich – Denise Boggs – Jack and Sharon Boston – Melodie Brady – 
Bill and Phyllis Breeden – Richard Bresnahan – Anton Brog – William Broza – Donna & Chris Bruchhauser – Clay Bryant – Buffalo Shoals Guide 
Service – Vince Canelo – John and Mary Carlson – Colonel William and Judy Carr – Cayuse Livestock Company – Jeanie Castle – Steven Chan 
– Chris & Steve Cichon – Dr. Patrick Clarke – William and Terry Coad – Carolyn Coke – Jim and Cherie Collins – Gary and Carole Conway – 
Brad Cork – Carl D. Craft  – Rick and Outi Crannell – Alan Crawford – Jim and Linda Crump – Stephen P Cushman – Dan Daniel – Kay and Ken 
Danielson – Matthew Dante – Katie and Jason Daughenbaugh – John and Roxanna Davant – Margaret Davis – John & Karen Day – Kay Barsness 
Deane – Laura Dietz – Mark Dorin – James Dorr – Terence Dunn – Thor Eakes – Dick and Sandy Eastman – Margaret Emerson – Dustin Fasbend-
er – Fidelity Charitable – First Interstate BancSystem Foundation – Christopher Flager – Nancy Flikkema – Food for Thought Catering – Dorothy 
M. Fossel – Wade Fredenberg – Warren ‘Todd’ and Jeanne Frommelt – Gene Gaines – Patricia and Geoff Gamble – Mr. and Mrs. Neal Ganser 
– Tom Garcia – Paul and Helen Gianas – Donald and Alda Giannini – Jo Anne Goldstein – Goodermote Family Trust – Josh and Star Green – 
Allen Grossman – Bill and Jane Gum – Eula Gustafson – Thomas and Lynn Haen – Harold and Pat Hall – Elaine Harp – Angela Harrington – Anne 
Harrison – Michel G. Hegel – Lee Hickey – Dan and Jan Himsworth – Benjamin Hitt – Cecelia Hodgens – Thomas Hodgens and Nancee Consos 
– Cary and Bob Hogue – Clinton Holt – Doug Hopeman – Terry & Pam Hopper – Matthew Hubbard – Jon and Berkley Hudson – Carl and Judith 
Huenefeld – Doug Isaly – Carol Johnson – Elita and Ott Jones – Elsa Wong Jorgensen – Journey Rent A Car – Dave and Joan Kalberg – Joyce 
and Harry Kamian – Kathryn Kelly – Connie and Donald Kent – Stella Kiefer – Katherine Kinser – Dennis & Mary Klewin – M. Douglas Knight – 
Clinton H. & Carolyn Kopper – Tony & Jannica Krvaric – Dave and Karyn Kumlien – Joe Lally – Larry and Jeanette Larson – Betty and Bill Layton 
– Sabrina & Christopher Lee – Fredric & Jane Leopold – Gary and Jo Ann Levine – Tom Liedle – Richard Lindzen – Col. Raymond and Mrs. 
Camille List – Robert V. Luke – Enrique and Kelly Luna – Mary Jo and Gary Lusin – Jim & Nikki Lytle – John Mabie – Walter Manley II – Matthew 
Mansour, SSG, U.S. Army – James and Jordan Markert – Marianne Martens – Saul and Sarah Martinez – Gary and Cheryl Matthews – Jeffrey 
McAnally & Susan Kalajian-McAnally – George S. McClure, Jr. – Bliss and Marcia McCrum – Edmund and Donna McGarrell – Marcia and Paul 
Merlo – Anne Cuciti Moen – Lyn Mogolis – Ruth Mohanram – Kim and Jeff Montag – Gary Moore – Carolan A Moran – Gregg and Jill Mortensen 
– Martin Mulligan – Faye and Wyatt Nelson – Ray Neufeld – William Newman – Nancy Norberg – Shalan and Joseph P. Nowak – Celia and Tom 
O’Connor – Jen Elizabeth Ochsner – Ron and Kathy Odom – Eunice Olson – Michele and Rand Oslund – Geoffrey Pampush and Cyd Cimmiyotti 
– PC Connection – Patterson Dental – PayneWest Insurance – Regeena and James Peterson – Pine Creek United Methodist Women – Suzan and 
Bill Pinsof – Richard and Mary Sue Pohl – Paul and Dawn Poindexter – Diane and Alex Ponzio – William R. and Linda Jo Price – Dorana Prohaska 
– John & Evelyn Prutsman – Col and Mrs. Charles J. Pyle, USMC (Ret.) – Robert and Beverly Quinton – William and Billie Ranard – Jeffrey Rand – 
Bob Raney and Jeanne-Marie Souvigney – Reach Air Medical Services – Everett Reagan – Rector Orthodontics LLC – Mary Reiman
Stuart and Virginia Reynolds – Dr. Charles and Mrs. Kathy Rinker – Meredith Bird Rivers – Patricia & Peter Robinson – Brian Roby – Bryan Rogan 
– The Rogers Family – Gilbert Rosas – Carolyn Rosin – Debra Rovinsky – Gilbert Salter – Hon. Mike Salvagni – San Mateo Lumber Co., Inc. – 
Joan P. Sanchez – Tom Sanford – Richard Sauerbier – Beverly and Monty Schauer – Barb Schiedermayer – Phil Schneider – Ann Schrader – Karen 
and John Schunke – William Seiser – Dr. Frank and Adele Seitz – Werner & Marianne Sellmann – Katherine Shekitka – Tese Shekitka – Joel A. 
Shouse, P.E. – Jerome and Barbara Siderius – Phillip Smith – Margaret Snow – CDR and Mrs. John Snyder, USN (Ret.) – The Solso Family – Sour-
dough Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution – DeAnn and Steve Sparks – Spyderco – Ed Stede – Suzanne Sterbentz
Donald and Linda Stewart – Bill Stoddart and Heidi Robison – Ann and Hal Strong – Mr. and Mrs. John C. Swonson, Jr. – Carolyn and Dave 
Swingle – Mary Taylor – Robin Thomas – John Thornton – Curt Toft – June Toohey – Ray and Sandi Toohey – Tractor & Equipment Co. – Fred 
and Virginia Traeger – Robert and Jean Trombley – The Tschache Family – Tumbleweeds Gourmet – Thomas and Sandra Tursich – Jeffery and 
Wendy Tweedy – United Methodist Men – Gerald and Doris Vander Vate – Don Vaniman – Harvey Veon – James G. Verdi – Frederick and Bernice 
Verlanic – Dr. E. Wayne Vinje – Linda Waara – Kaela Wallman – Helene and Darius Wampler – Susan & Doug Wardell – Bob & Annelise Waters – 
WealthVest Marketing Inc. – Richard & Diane Wedel – John and Kathy Weidinger – Larry Weidinger – Pete and Jeanie Westnedge – Doug and 
Jackie Wiggins – Bob & Kris Williams – Willie’s Distillery – Thomas Winston – Scott E. Witt – Gloria Zimmer

$ 5 0 0  -  $ 9 9 9
AC Self Storage Solutions, LLC – All About Pianos, Inc. – Amatics CPA Group  – Arizona Community Foundation – Arrowhead Elementary School 
– Belgrade Middle School – Dick and Shirley Blackwell – Harper and Barbara Bohr – James and Sally Brabham – Karen Bradley – Kathryn Brooks 
– Kelly Brown – Budget Blinds  – Kevin and Tammey Carpitcher – Chalet Market – Carrie and Scott Chestnut – Christ the King Lutheran Church 
– Tom Christensen – Joe and Janet Colombo – Anne Cooper – Cox Communications – Martha and Tom Daiello – Tyler and Sally Dann – Dokken-
Nelson Funeral Services – Robert and Diane Douglass – Ducklo Family Fund – Jere Edelstein – Dave and Carol Elliott – Margaret Enders – Doug 
Espelien – Joseph and Diane Falcone – William Flaishans – Mark and Ethel Fogelsong – Robbin Itkin Freeman and Barry Freeman – Ken Groff 
– Denny & Gerry Grose – H. P. Hall, Jr. – Haydocy AirStream & RV – David and Leona Heacock – Barbara and Scott Heck – Joe and Marielaine 
Hegel – CAPT Doug – Henry, USN (Ret.) – Hilton Garden Inn – Kelly Hoffman and Brian Joost – Robert and Rae Iwamoto – Gloria and Herb 
Johnson – Hans (HP) and Naomi Johnson – Steven and Jeanne Johnson – Walter Johnson – Kappa Sigma Fraternity – Nancy Keane – Lawson’s 
Greenhouse – Cheryl and Jay Leachman – Don & Sandy Leal – Bonnie Lee – Wayne and Flora Virginia Lee – C. Norman Lloyd – Herb and Sharon 
Lurie – Janine K. Lyon – Virginia Martin – George and Barbara Mason – Maughan Family Fund – The McKim Family Fund – Mary and Jim Nelson 
– Northrop Grumman – Robert C. Olson Trust – Otten Foundation – The Ed and Yvonne Parish Foundation – Tom and Mary Beth Proudfoot – Dr. 
Jonnie Quantz – Marcia and Chuck Raches – Resurrection University Catholic Parish – Barton and Sandy Richards – Sarah and Tom Riddle – Jerry 
and Bobbie Jean Rochford – Kenneth and Connie Sandvik – Hollis Lufkin Shaw – Bill and Jane Shields – Robert F. Shreve – Marie Siewierski – 
The Silberman Family Fund of the Pittsburgh Foundation – Ten Fingers Fireworks – Darryl Thompson – Charles Hervey Townshend – Jay and 
Karen Trepanier – Stephen Waghorne – Robert Waring – Charles and Mattie Warlick – Bob and Lisa White – Larry Wilcox, Bozeman Broker 
Group Real Estate – Matthew and Amy Yovich – Lew and Sarah Zimmer

$ 1 , 0 0 0  -  $ 4 , 9 9 9
Air Force ROTC Detachment 450 – Allegra – Anonymous – Marty and Barbara Bakken – Bandon Dunes Golf Resort – Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation – Bannan Construction Company, Inc. – Kathryn Barrett – Robert Andy Beeler – Jaynee Bernall – Martha and Anthony Biel – Big Sky 
Publishing, LLC – Patrick & Robin Bole – Jim and Jo Borowski – Bozeman Area Community Foundation – Bozeman Health Deaconess Hospital – 
Bozeman Trophy and Engraving Specialists – Ed and Barbara Brandt – Tom and Dale Bray – Bremer Whyte Brown & O’Meara, LLP – Bridger Psy-
chiatric Services PC – Carol Young Brooke Foundation – SMSgt James Brunt USAF (Ret.) and Mrs. Beverly Brunt – Buff, Inc. – Cable Entertain-
ment Management – Cardinal Distributing – Robert R. Carey – Julie and Jerry Carisch – Susan Carstensen & Larry Haferman – Charity Storage 
Inc – Janna and Bruce Christensen – Bob and Michele Christofferson – Shane Colton – John and Jean Conners – D-Tel Technologies – James 
Dahl – Kirk DeHaven – Delaware North – Eagles Aerie No. 326 – Eastwood Legal Nurse Consulting – Wayne Edsall – Dr. Blair Erb – Expertic-
ity, Inc. – Farmington River Anglers Association, Inc. – Jeffrey Charles Ferguson – Mark Follett – Homer & Paulene Fountaine – Chuck Fricke 
– Thomas Fulton – Gianforte Family Foundation – David and Carol Golder – Grace United Methodist Church – Grey Cliffs Ranch – Eric and Jean 
Hastings – Donald Hauth – Gary Herzberg – Patrick and Virginia Howard – ICU Eyewear – Jelt Belt – Mark and Lynn Jenks – LtCol and Mrs. Eric 
“Rico” Jones – Jean and Alan Kahn – Karst Stage – Kasting, Kauffman, & Mersen, P.C. – LtCol Ed & Jean Kellogg – Ronald and Aleen Kienholz 
– LtCol Kurt Klewin – Knight Foundation, Inc. – Scott L. Koelzer Masonry LLC – Sheila and John Lake – Shauna and Richard Landon – Joel and 
Dawn Leadbetter – Lehrkind’s Coca-Cola Bottling Co. – Everett and Mary Lensink – Little Stinkers Septic Service – Jeff and Nancy MacPherson 
– Susan Madsen – Mr. and Mrs. Franklin W. McCann – Merrill Lynch – John Garth Oliver Miller – Montana State University Blue and Gold Ball 
– Morgan Stanley – Mountain Hot Tub – Mulleady’s Sports Pub and Grill – Mary Beth Murphy – NAPA Auto Parts Bozeman – Steve and Shelley 
Newberry – Ken Olson – Becki Orrell – Jack Ostrovsky – The Arthur L. Parker Foundation – James Patterson – Dr. Kevin Pearson, DDS PC – R. 
Riveter – R.L. Winston Rod Co. – CAPT Jeremiah Sipes Memorial Run – Ed and Val Spencer – Oliver and Susan St. Clair - St. Clair Construction, 
Inc. – Thomas Stephenson – Tom Stiffler – Mike and Lynn Stoner – Lawrence Stuemke and Amy Andrews – Ike Tadday – The Flyvines Crew – Tom 
and Barb Thomsen – Brian Troth – Marilyn Trusty – Raul and Shelly Valdez – Douglas M. Williams – John Williams – Winfield Foundation – YETI 
Coolers – Yellowstone Alpen Guides

$ 2 5 0  -  $ 4 9 9
Ronald and Barbara Adlington – Gina Albini – Debbie Allan – Greg and Jennifer Armstrong – Bobb Beehler – Bequet Confections – Tommy 
Blankenship – Lane Bos  – Margaret and Paul Boylan – Bozeman Lodge – Daniel Byrne – Dennis Cakebread – Kathy and James Campbell – Dale 
Carlsen – Concept Design Studios – MajGen Richard M. Cooke, USMC (Ret.) – Employees at Dante Valve Company – Louise Dribnenki – Mar-
garet & Robert Eddy – Carol Edgar – Edison International – Jack and Marcia Emborg – Bob and Carol Flaherty – Patty Fraser – Gallatin Event 
Rentals – Gallatin Laundry Co. – Lowell and Sandra Goetting – Art and Bonnie Graveley – Kathrine Nash Grinnell – Robert and Judy Hickerson – 
Jeff and Misty Higgins – Higher Standard Homes – Robert & Mary Hohne – Larry Holle  – Jeff and Paula Holzapfel – Sharon and Bert Hopeman 
– Paula Hucal – Scott Inbody – Eileen Kalinoski – Vincent and Marthanne Keogh – Barbara and Paul Kiefer – Judith King – Capt and Mrs. Robert 
Lage – John and Ellen Lammers – Mike Langley – April Langwell – Jean and Ted Lawson – Drs. Denny and Ilse-Mari  Lee – Locati Architects 
and Interiors – Lockhorn Hard Cider – Gloria Maestas – Claude Mark Maloney – Mergenthaler Transfer & Storage Co – The McKim Family Fund 
– Montana Party Rentals – Geoff and Toni Moore – Zac and Sarah Morgan-Edwards – Jack Munson – Lori Newman – Marsha and Wolfgang 
Nonn – Brad Nussbaum – Dianne & Richard O’Brian – Clete and Dinah Oakley – Opportunity Bank of Montana – Margaret Orazem – John and 
Denise Owen – Owenhouse Ace Hardware – Eugene & Edith Renner – Reynolds American Matching Gift Foundation – Rib and Chop House – 
Jim Rivenes – Rocky Mountain Concrete, Inc. – Rocky Mountain Embroidery – Richard and Nancy Rote – Charles Saatjian – Linda Sanders and 
Michael Lockhart – Robert and Vivian Schaap – Andrea & Michael Scholz – Christopher and Vickie Sehy – Richard and Cindy Spott – Bob Sterritt 
– TCO Fly Shop – Brian Tauscher – Thrivent Choice – Brett Tudsbury – Teresa Vannatta – Venus Catering – Charlotte Vercelli – Linda Wagner – 
Jim & Jan Wallace – Richard Wallace – Winston Waring – Bryan and Sarah Warwood – George Watson – William West – Western CPE – Dr. John 
A. Wright, D.D.S. – William A. Ziegler – Paul David Zuelke

$ 5 , 0 0 0  -  $ 9 , 9 9 9

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 4 9 , 9 9 9

Anonymous – Richard and Diane Black – Grizzly and Wolf Discovery Center – Murdoch’s Ranch and Home Supply – Mystery Ranch – National 
Cardiovascular Partners – Cory and Diane Pulfrey – Aleksander Renshaw – Tim Richmond – Ned and Liz Schwing – Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation – Stephen Stuart – Teach A Man To Fish Foundation – The Rosenthal Family Foundation – Noah M. Rosenthal – Henry H. Uihlein (Sr.) 
and Marion (Polly) S. Uihlein Foundation, Inc. – Vibram USA – Vista Outdoor – Ann and Robert Von Pentz – Nettie Warwood – Judy and Larry 
Wilcox – Bethany Woods

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 +

American Bank – Coffeyville Resources, LLC (CVR Energy) – E. Gerald Corrigan and Cathy Minehan – Roger and Rosemary Enrico – Geoff and 
Nancy Goble – Going To The Sun Rally – Goldman Sachs Gives – Rumsfeld Foundation – Simms Fishing Products – Sunrift Studios – The Gram 
Foundation – The Tapeats Fund – Under Armour, Inc.

The Kendeda Fund – Oak Foundation – Mary Elizabeth Ross

Annual Fund Gifts & Pledges
DONORS, your loyalty reflects a core military value - one we hold in  
high regard. Thank you to everyone who has given generously - your  
support made it possible to expand and enhance the long-term  

support of the warriors we “serve.” Space limitations prevent us from  
listing the many supporters who made gifts under $100.

WQW is not affiliated with any other veteran service groups so your contributions make a big 
impact on an organization like ours.
If your name is missing or incorrect, we apologize for the error. Please contact us with corrections.
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In May 2015, WQW purchased a 112-acre property near the foothills of the Bridger mountain range north of Bozeman! 
Since the Foundation’s inception, lodging has served at the heart of every Fishing Experience (FX). Here, warriors 
find themselves in a peaceful environment, surrounded by loving volunteers in a setting far removed from hospitals, 
doctors, and the rigors of combat. Our new home, Quiet Waters Ranch, will enable WQW to: 

• Provide warriors with accommodations in which 
all physical barriers are gone, maximizing security, 
camaraderie and serenity within the ADA-accessible 
home and among participants.

• Be more organizationally efficient. Changing locations 
each FX is both time and resource intensive, requiring 
a different set of logistics for every FX and resulting in 
an inconsistent warrior experience. A dedicated facility 
offers consistency from program week to program week.

• Invest in programs rather than facilities. A fluctuating 
vacation rental market means no guarantee from year to 
year of available space at an affordable price.  

• Eliminate the “no’s.” If we grow the program but don’t 
have a place to house people, we will have to refuse 
service to more wounded veterans. A home of our own 

Capital Campaign - We are thrilled to announce that 
having a home of WQW’s own has gone from a long-time dream to reality.

Introducing Quiet Waters Ranch

eliminates the occurrence of qualified participants being 
told to “re-apply next year” at a time in their lives when 
intervention may literally be key to their survival.

Shortly after the purchase of Quiet Waters Ranch, the 
quiet phase of the $7M “Home for Healing” Capital 
Campaign was launched. Thanks to the remarkable 
generosity of our far-reaching community, we have 
reached $6.2M in pledges and gifts!

The Capital Campaign has four critical funds: Property 
Purchase ($3M), Renovations & Improvements ($1.5M), 
Maintenance & Management Endowment ($1.5M), 
and Annual Operating Program Endowment ($1M). 
At the close of 2015, the remaining $900,000 needed 
will be allocated to the Maintenance & Management 
Endowment and the Renovations & Improvements Fund.

Photo: Michael J. MacLeod

$ 2 5 0  -  $ 4 9 9

$ 5 0 0  -  $ 9 9 9

$ 1 , 0 0 0  -  $ 4 , 9 9 9

$ 5 , 0 0 0  -  $ 9 , 9 9 9

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 2 4 , 9 9 9

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0  -  $ 4 9 , 9 9 9

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 9 9 , 9 9 9

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 2 4 9 , 9 9 9

$ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 4 9 9 , 9 9 9

$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 9 9 9 , 9 9 9

$ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

Russell Acker – Gina Albini – Arthur Barbiche – Bob and Becky Barron – Gray Buckley – Dennis Cakebread – Ted Campbell and Kit Taylor – 

Carole and Dave Cobb – Doug Henry, CAPT, USN (Ret.) – Wilson and Charlotte Higgs – Amy and James Maffeo – Partiss Family Enterprises LLC 

– Dr. E. Wayne Vinje – Susan and Ed Woods

James and Sally Brabham – Russ and Delilah Duffy – Dave and Carol Elliott – The Erwin Family – Bob and Margie Hickman – Jelt Belt – Barbara 

and Paul Kiefer – James Kovacich – Marsha and Mike Montgomery – Cliff and Peggy Myers – Owenhouse Ace Hardware – Paul Pankey, Col, 

USMC (Ret) – David and Betsy Quammen – Dorothy Refling – Tom and Marty Sanders – Clint and Margaret Schwalm – Hollis Lufkin Shaw – Mike 

and Lynn Stoner – Mr. and Mrs. Ron Wamsted

AbbVie Employee Engagement Fund – Jim Akin – Amy Andrews and Lawrence Stuemke – Anonymous – Jack Atkins – Big Sky Appraisal 

Services – Bubba’s Family Charitable Fund – Bob and Michele Christofferson – Martha and Tom Daiello – Sharon and Howard Davis – Richard 

Derham – Dick Anderson Construction – Enriquez Materials and Quilting – Joe Esparza and Ris Higgins – Fitzgerald Charitable Fund – Jim and 

Kay Gannon – Susan M. Gibb – David and Carol Golder – Adrienne E. Gorman – Erin and Eugene Graf, IV – Lynda Gardner Hartwell – Patrick 

and Virginia Howard – J&V Restaurant Supply – Scott L. Koelzer Masonry LLC – James and Charlotte Latta – Leadership Outfitters – Leggett 

and Platt – Little Bear Interiors – McDowell Foundation – Mountain Hot Tub – Marilyn and Don Murdock – Faye and Wyatt Nelson – Jack and 

Barbara Nicklaus – Tom and Celia O’Connor – Ryan and Jennifer Olson – Luella Polette – Helen and Barry Remely – Tim Richmond – Richard 

and Nancy Rote – Simkins-Hallin, Inc. – Tom Stiffler – Robert Sydow

Allied Engineering Services, Inc. – Anonymous – Jim and Jo Borowski – Richard and Doris Dunn – Marvin and Darlene Hartze – Barbara and 

Scott Heck – Robert and Julie Huebner – Ronald and Aleen Kienholz – Alice Lee Lund Charitable Trust – Paula and Thomas Olsen – Tim Rich-

mond – Tom and Sarah Riddle – Robert A. Waller Foundation

Paul and Erin Bottomley – Janis Burrow – Thomas Fulton – Nannette M. Gardetto Charitable Fund – Gallatin Valley Newcomers Club – James 

and Joanne Kack – Mattress Mill – Chris Oliver, Capt, USMC (Ret.) – Martin Straessler

Richard and Diane Black - Fisher House Foundation - Locati Architects and Interiors - Newman’s Own, Inc - Military Times - Voss Sartain - 
Cecilia Vaniman, AIA

Ed and Barbara Brandt

Rod and Denica Fraser – Eric and Jean Hastings – 
The Kendeda Fund – James and Bea Taylor

Ruth and Vernon Taylor Foundation

The Roger and Rosemary Enrico Foundation

Anonymous – Anonymous

 If your name is missing or incorrect, we apologize for the error. Please contact us with corrections.

Capital Campaign Donors 
WQW would like to sincerely thank the following friends who have made gifts and/or pledges 
to the “Home for Healing.” Space limitations prevent us from listing the many supporters who 
made gifts under $250.
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As we reflect upon the program year, we honor 
each of the 67 warriors and 12 spouses who said 
“yes” to creating positive change in their lives by 
participating in a Warriors and Quiet Waters (WQW) 
therapeutic Fishing Experience (FX). 
FX-1 welcomed six alumni warriors back to Montana, united with their spouses, 
for a Couples FX. Here, a spring snowstorm surprised everyone with 8 inches 
of snowfall at Grey Cliffs Ranch on the Lower Madison River. FX-2 welcomed 
six new warriors to the peaceful Riverstone Lodge nestled on the Boulder River 
between the Beartooth and Absaroka Mountain Ranges for a Solo FX hosted 
by CVR Energy. Our second Couples FX brought us back to Grey Cliffs Ranch 
for FX-3. Elk Meadows Ranch, in the upper Madison Valley, was the site of FX-4 
and was hosted by Bob and Annie Graham. This was a particularly momentous 
week for WQW as it marked the launch of the Foundation’s first Alumni FX. The 
alumni program was designed to offer enhanced support to the individualized, 
long-term healing of program participants. By pairing returning warriors with a 
combat-wounded service member experiencing their first FX, alumni are able to 
uniquely assist their fellows in developing a sense of belonging, brotherhood, 
trust, and a positive outlook. Big River Lodge, hosted by Roger Enrico, was the 
site of FX-5 and WQW’s second Alumni FX. We returned to Elk Meadows Ranch 
for FX-6 and the unique opportunity to fish O’Dell Spring Creek thanks to Jeff 
Laszlo of the Granger Ranch and Jim Wellington of the Longhorn Ranch. FX-7 was 
WQW’s third Alumni FX and was hosted at Big River Lodge, along with Solo FX’s 
-8 and -9. The success of WQW’s Alumni FX mentorship program was greeted with 
remarkable feedback from warriors and volunteers. We look forward to continuing 
this mentorship model in the new program year. 

In addition the aforementioned lodging and landowner partners, we give thanks 
to the following supporters for their hospitality: Burns Ranch LLC - Kirkwood 
Resort & Marina - Ken Le Clair & Holly Brown - Running Elk Ranch - Yellowstone 
Holiday RV Campground

Participation in an FX may be the first time a warrior has asked for, or accepted, 
help. It may be their first time stepping onto the path of emotional or spiritual 
healing. For these new beginnings to take place, we give thanks to our business 
supporters, landowner partners, dedicated volunteers and generous donors. You 
make it possible for combat-wounded service members to find peace and serenity 
through fly fishing.

Program 
Review

79
SERVED
IN 2015

MARINE  
CORPS - 51%

34 warriors

ARMY - 40%
27 warriors 

NAVY - 7%
5 warriors 

AIR FORCE - 1%
1 warrior

ACTIVE DUTY - 21%
14 warriors 

PURPLE HEART 
RECIPIENTS - 48%

On a Couples Fishing Experience, 
warriors and their spouses get to spend 

uninterrupted days on the water mending 
lines, and hearts, one cast at a time.

WQW Alumni Programs
The Alumni Program provides enhanced support to the individualized, 
long-term healing of WQW combat-wounded veterans.

As a result of their sustained involvement, alumni warriors experience diminished anxiety and greater trust in others, 
therefore many of them are uniquely qualified to help other veterans and become more confident leaders.
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C O U P L E S  F I S H I N G  E X P E R I E N C E S

Couples events are a unique opportunity for warriors to return to the 
serenity of Montana in the company of their spouse or partner. Couples 
events recognize the unique challenges of post-combat relationships 
and that finding quality time to spend with each other can be a significant 
barrier to the healing process in day to day living. 

  1 11 0



Volney W. Steele, M.D.   —  December 23, 1922 - December 23, 2015

Warriors and Quiet Waters Foundation was born when Col 
Eric Hastings and Dr. Volney Steele learned they shared 
a vision of bringing warriors with visible and unseen 
wounds acquired during recent wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq to Montana in order to experience the peace and 
hope that Hastings and Steele mutually found through 
fishing. In July and September of 2007, Hastings, Steele 
and dozens of other dedicated volunteers brought 
WQW’s first two groups of traumatically combat-injured 

Honoring the life of Co-Founder, Friend and Mentor

“You have saved my life in every way possible. I will never give up”

—  S T A F F  S E R G E A N T ,  U S  A R M Y  M E D I C

Pictured (L-R):  
Dr. Volney Steele (Co-Founder), Col Eric 

Hastings ( Co- Founder) and Lawrence Stuemke 
(Director of Operations).  

Photo taken in 2010 during a Fly Fishing 101. 

veterans to Bozeman. Since then, the Foundation 
has served more than 450 combat-wounded veterans 
and their spouses. Dr. Steele influenced many people 
throughout his life, notably the family of WQW 
volunteers, warriors, spouses, and supporters. We 
loved and appreciated Volney’s humor, leadership, 
and uncountable contributions to the Foundation. 

Warriors and Quiet Waters Foundation (WQW) is a Bozeman based 
nonprofit that serves the nation’s combat-wounded. The six-day 
Fishing Experience (FX) is WQW’s core recreational activity and therapeutic program. 
Each FX brings pre-qualified warriors to southwest Montana for a week-long program of 
fly fishing and relaxation in the peaceful landscape characteristic of the Rocky Mountains. 

WQW believes that the 
“catch and release” 

method of fly fishing 
 is a powerful  

antidote to war.
SHORT-TERM OUTCOMES

warrior participants  
often demonstrate:

•  Improved mood
•  Enhanced sense of camaraderie
•  Greater trust in others
•  Deeper desire for positive  

       change in their future
•  Improved management of  

       physical limitations

LONG-TERM OUTCOMES
warrior participants  

often report:

•  Better mental health
•  Improved employability
•  Healthier relationships
•  Greater sense of purpose
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Participants come from all branches of military service, limited to those 
who have been combat-wounded and/or are currently struggling socially or 
professionally due to mental health conditions or traumatic brain injuries 
acquired during post-9/11 combat operations. Reintegration challenges 
include and are not limited to: physical limitations, depression, anxiety, 
sleep deprivation, distrustfulness, anger, strained personal relationships, 
transitioning from military to civilian employment, and loss of “the 
brotherhood.” 

Selected participants travel to Bozeman from across the United States to 
learn the craft of fly fishing while applying their new found skills on some 
of the most pristine, blue ribbon waters of North America. WQW provides 
travel/airfare, lodging and meals all at no cost to the warrior. WQW also 
provides each warrior with fly fishing equipment and professional instruction. 
By returning home equipped with gear, warriors are able to continue the 
sport independently and with confidence. 
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Income

Figures including Capital Campaign:

Annual Operations Figures:

Expenses

Income

Expenses

$5,668,394  
INDIVIDUALS

$37,059 
EVENTS 

$304,690 
IN-KIND

$169,700 
GRANTS

$4,062 
OTHER

$895,830  
PROGRAM

$230,095 
FUNDRAISING

$61,829 
ADMINISTRATION

$520,112  
INDIVIDUALS

$37,059 
EVENTS 

$217,412 
IN-KIND

$114,700 
GRANTS

$4,062 
OTHER

1%
4%

4%

3%

5%

1%

0%

I N T R O D U C I N G
The Col Eric and Jean Hastings  

L E G A C Y  C I R C L E

TOTAL
$6,183,905

TOTAL
$1,187,755

TOTAL
$893,345

92%

76%

19%

TOTAL
$879,729

80%

13%

7%

58%
24%

13%

Please see explanation on page 14

Reflect 2015 annual operating program only

• Ed and Barbara Brandt
•  Arthur  B.  Coffin  
• Eric and Jean Hastings

• William Kuiper and Dr.  
   Karen Frieberg
• Phil ip J.  Uihlein , Sr.

“Legacy” is a concept that reminds us what we’ve 
learned from the past, how we live in the present, 
and how to build for the future. When we leave 
a legacy, we leave some of our “selves” - our 
experiences, ideas, values, and personal example -  
in the minds and hearts of others. 

That’s what Warriors and Quiet Waters 
Foundation had in mind when naming our legacy 
circle, or planned giving society, after Eric and 
Jean Hastings.
 
Charitable gifts to the Col Eric and Jean Hastings 
Legacy Circle will celebrate the values the 
Hastings’ have brought to Warriors and Quiet 
Waters Foundation as founders and devoted 
volunteers, while simultaneously providing a 
sustainable future for therapeutic programming in 
service to combat-wounded veterans.

An extra special thanks to those who have already 
made a legacy donation to WQW: 

For more information on planned giving:
please contact development director, 
Gayle Whittenberg at 406-585-9793 or 

gayle@warriorsandquietwaters.org

WQW is pleased to report that the organization has completed 2015 on 
very firm financial ground. 

Finances
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This year brought a more complex chart of accounts due to the “Home for Healing” Capital Campaign 
and owning real estate for the first time (see page 8). In our Reviewed Financial Statements and IRS Form 
990 (out in Spring 2016), you will see categories such as “permanently restricted funds” representing 
endowment gifts and pledges, “temporarily restricted funds” representing those earmarked for the 
purchase of the property and the renovations of the home, and pledge balances as part of our income. 
For the purposes of this Annual Report, we want to keep things as simple as possible for you on the 
opposite page you will find two “cash in - cash out” graphs.

The numbers reflected in the top graph are revenue and expenses including those associated with the 
Capital Campaign. The explanation for the nearly $5,000,000 difference between total revenue and 
total expenses is: 

1. We received $3,000,000 in donated income for the purchase price of Quiet Waters 
Ranch, part of the Capital Campaign; however, that $3,000,000 is not reflected in the 
expense total because real estate is considered an asset instead of an expense.
2. We received $1,526,200 in donated income for endowment contributions, part of 
the Capital Campaign; however, there are not significant expenditures associated 
with endowments due to the fact their principal is held for the primary purpose of 
earning interest income.
3. The remaining $500,000 in revenue that appears to be a net profit will be expended 
in 2016 on ADA renovations and furnishings for Quiet Waters Ranch.

The numbers reflected in the bottom graph reflect WQW’s 2015 annual operating program only; it 
does not include capital campaign income or expense. 

If you would like more details on our fiscal year financials, please contact the WQW office. As always, 
the Board and staff thank you for your steadfast support of our work to create positive change in the 
lives of post-9/11 combat-wounded veterans.

T O M  F U LT O N , T R E A S U R E R Figures are unaudited at the time of this publication’s printing.

$700,165  
PROGRAM

$117,735 
FUNDRAISING 

$61,829 
ADMINISTRATION
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WARRIORS AND QUIET WATERS FOUNDATION
1087 Stoneridge Dr.,  Ste. 1 •  Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 585-WQWF •  info@warriorsandquietwaters.org

   warriorsandquietwaters.org
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