
Dear Partners, 

We are facing unprecedented times. As communities across the state respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the demand for the services you provide to your neighbors will continue to increase. 
At the same time, a growing number of families and community members will need help with 
food like never before—many for the first time.  

As leaders of Food Lifeline, Northwest Harvest, and Second Harvest, we represent the three 
largest hunger relief organizations in Washington. Our responsibility is clear. We need to deliver 
emergency food to you and all our food bank and meal program partners in the state. We need 
to distribute this food in the safest way possible. We need to distribute this food in the most 
efficient and effective way possible. And, we need to distribute this food in the most equitable 
way possible to ensure we meet the needs of those most at risk. 

We are combining our collective capacity to meet this challenge on a scale none of us have seen 
before. We are working to raise funds and share resources to get food out to all our partners in 
this work. We each are using everything we have in our warehouses to pack and distribute food 
for you to provide to the children, families, and seniors you serve. 

In collaboration with Governor Inslee’s office, we will begin implementing a county-by-county 
strategy to meet this urgent and new demand. Each of our three organizations is taking 
responsibility for a third of the counties in our state. Each organization will distribute 
emergency food to all partners in their assigned counties—regardless of existing partnerships. 

There are many details to share and strategies that are in development. We created a 
document of FAQs that we hope will answer many of your questions. We will regularly update 
you as this situation continues. Contact information for the lead agency responsible for your 
county is on the last page of the FAQ. 

Thank you for being on the front lines of this pandemic and for playing such a vital role in your 
community. We’re grateful for your partnership and solidarity through these scary and stressful 
times. 

We stand together (six feet apart) to respond to the urgent food needs of our communities 
during this extraordinary health and economic crisis. 

 

Sincerely, 

Linda Nageotte, Food Lifeline 

Thomas Reynolds, Northwest Harvest 

Jason Clark, Second Harvest  

 


