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Now and Then

A number of WHCC’s own sons and daughters
received the calls into ministry. Here is a look
back and where are they now.

Gordon Wu ;2 FE AT, H/ME Hee,
thc B, KSR SRR IR A I NI by U p B B
Y E1E. 2010 FFH 3, BifE Access Church 7.

Gordon Wu

Jason ZFF AN, BIBE I R AT. KEE
RN F LS SR SEAR T A A B
City Church.

A at WHCC |.\r'.1'c;(:h'e rented of

fice building 20 years ago. A City Church in Philadelphia Jason Hsu

Jodi H KEFEERMA
WHCC, 7F 2006 4 fifi &[5
HEEEM I N WHCC 1E 7 2>
A E

J Od I I I n A Seminary graduation in May A First week in the of-

2006 before working at WHCC fice in June 2006

Terry was growing up with WHCC since 1991.
After he graduated from Stanford
University he moved to Los Angles to work
with inner city Rids and a full time
missionary at world impact. His ministry
will end December of 2010.

HORE [ 1991 44 WHCC # & iR, SLHMEE
¥R, BB ENFEE AR Worldlmpact?}t
WA RENFET. & —HEREIHE

A PARE, —RETHE. I T 2010 $12
H.
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A Joshua and Grace in
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A Teresa picking blueberries A Houston, Summer 2008: Te- A Dallas, Spring 2010:

with international students resa as a recipient of Inspire Teresa with her fiance,
Women Scholarship (Anita Car- Steve, at Dallas Theo-
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Women, wearing black and pink
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paper, Wider, Furthef

By David Hsu, Senior Pastor

O ne time | had a visi-
tor who came to our

church commenting that
“This is a church favored by
God.” At first | did not know
how to respond, but as |
thought about it more, | have
to wholeheartedly agree.
WHCC is a church that has
received much favor from
God. We have a loving and
united congregation, a teach-
able and faithful team of co-
workers, a beloved and well-
supported staff team, a won-
derful facility, and we have
experienced extraordinary
mercy in our ministries for
twenty years.

When | run into peo-
ple who have moved away
from us, they always talk
about how much they miss
the church, how much pride
they took in our church.
Many continue to follow our
ministries, keeping in touch,
praying for us. As | think
about these things, | feel the
overwhelming grace be-
stowed upon us. At this ex-
citing moment as the church
turns twenty, what comes
next?

In the Bible there are
a number of prayers for the
church. But | consider Paul’s
prayer for the church in
Ephesians to be among the
greatest:

...that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith.
And | pray that you, being
rooted and established in
love, may have power, to-
gether with all the saints, to
grasp how wide and long and
high and deep is the love of
Christ, and to know this love
that surpasses knowledge--
that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of
God. Now to him who is able
to do immeasurably more
than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that
is at work within us, to him
be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and
ever! Amen. (Ephesians 3:17
-19, NIV)

The greatness of this
prayer is in the revelation of
God’s incredible plan for His
church. Speaking of God’s
gift for the church, Paul tells
us about how it is immeasur-
ably more than all we can
ask or think. This is not an
exaggeration, but an indica-
tion of how great is the favor
God intends on pouring into
His church. God wants us to
grasp how wide and long and
high and deep is His love,
because His love is what
overcomes all obstacles, fail-
ures, and fears. He has al-
ready determined to fill His
church with the full measure
of the fullness of God. This
is an unbelievable promise!

In the years to come, | am
sure that God has a glorious
future for WHCC. He wants
to go deeper into disciple-
ship, have a wider open heart
for our neighbors, and gain a
further-looking vision into
His Kingdom purpose.

Deeper into Discipleship

The most daunting
challenge facing all Chinese-
American churches in North
America today is the one of
leadership transition. As the
pioneers who founded these
churches age, churches are
desperately in need of a new
generation of leaders who
would give themselves to
continue the work of God in
these churches. But as the
majority of believers struggle
with the busyness of life,
there is a lack of consistent
spiritual discipline in seeking
after God, and a growing illit-
eracy of the Word of God.
For many, they are simply
struggling to make it through
the day, never mind giving of
themselves to serve God.



Even for believers with a bibli-
cal foundation, many are strug-
gling with their marriage and
family life. Their spiritual
knowledge has not translated
into a mature, relevant spiritual
life. Church people often look
no different from unchurched
people, for at the root of these
problems is an impoverished
spiritual condition.

The church ministry
trend of our day is to use pro-
gramming to attract attendees.
Although these programs do
serve many purposes, they typi-
cally fall short of the goal of the
Great Commission, for most at-
tendees of church programming
are but spectators. The abundant
life that Jesus promised is not
about program attendance or the
possession of a spiritual veneer.
What we face in the discipleship
challenge is how to re-think the
way we do church, making sure
that the discipleship of people,
not the execution of programs,
is the main goal of our ministry.
This is a daunting challenge.

Over the last twenty
years, WHCC has been blessed
by many of the trainings, clas-
ses, and programs that we have
sponsored. But we also saw the
limitation of ministry program-
ming — while they can pass on
foundational knowledge and
ministry skills, they lack a per-
sonal dimension. As a result,
they were unable to make disci-
ples according to each disciple’s
own spiritual needs; hence the
outcome of the programming

always lacked depth. As our
leaders review our ministries,
we sense a strong need to
return to what Jesus did in
making disciples, we need to
develop a real discipleship
culture.

In our mission state-
ment: “Sharing the journey
of life transformation in
Christ,” we envision a God-
inspired community that is
focused on life impacting
life. This is to be a bottom
up process that requires pa-
tience and perseverance, one
disciple at a time, because
our goal is a long-term one -
building solid disciples - not
a short-term, quick gathering
of a crowd. Going deeper in
discipleship means we do not
want anyone to be a spectator
-believer, but for everyone to
be a disciple, and everyone
committed to discipling oth-
ers. This movement has to
be rooted in authentic, spir-
itual friendship where it be-
comes second nature for our
people to share our spiritual
life and to help others grow
in Christ.

We will have to learn
to do a better job at equip-
ping people on how to do life
God’s way — how to live as
Christ-following singles,
married, parents, empty nest-
ers... The Christian life is
not worldly success with a
sprinkle of religious activi-
ties. We as Christ-followers
should differentiate ourselves

from the world by the way
we handle our marriages,
families, school, work, fi-
nances... and these differ-
ences in our lives should
form the main basis of our
evangelism and outreach,
and not some hyped-up, per-
sonality-driven religious
programming.

Deeper discipleship

in the homes will require
men’s and women’s minis-
tries to help people redis-
cover God’s purpose for
their lives. We want to
build disciples who can
think and articulate their
faith clearly, deeply, and
biblically. In the years
ahead, we want to tackle
the tough issues facing the
church and our world to-
day: from a better under-
standing of the work of the
Holy Spirit, to women’s
role in the ministry; from a
stronger grasp of biblical
theology, to the ethical and
moral challenges of our
times. We cannot settle for
mere program attendance,
but we must strive for the
deeper formation of disci-
ples.

Wider Open Heart

Last year | was
reading The Hole in Our
Gospel by Richard Stearns,
the former president of
World Vision. This high-
impact book was given out
during the Leadership Sum-
mit to all the attendees.
Stearns challenges evangel-
ical church to rethink our
scope of understanding of
the Gospel message. He
contends that the evangeli-
cal’s narrow focus on sav-
ing souls, but showing gen-
eral disinterest in the prob-
lems of poverty, diseases,
and injustices that plagues



our world,
amounts to a
hole in the
gospel of Je-
sus. His mes-
sage is con-
victing not on-
ly to me, but
also to many
younger gener-
ation of Christ-
followers. This is not a re-
surgence of the liberal social
gospel of early 20th Century,
where liberal churches aban-
doned the preaching of the
gospel in favor of social
works. No, | believe this is
a Spirit-inspired return to
the full gospel of loving God
and loving our neighbors.

As a church with an
ethnic heritage, we are given
a special grace in having two
sets of neighbors. One
group is the Asian-American
community, the other is the
physical neighborhood where
we are located. | believe we
are to be salt and light to
both groups of neighbors.
Sometimes | wonder what do
the people living in the
apartments next door think
of us. Maybe some believe
what our neighbors think is
not important. But | do be-
lieve that we as a church
have to witness to both sets
of neighbors. As WHCC ma-
tures as a local church, we
are to learn the lesson of
“love your neighbor as your-
self” with both sets of neigh-
bors. This is the reason we
chose to mobilize the whole
church for a Community Ser-
vice Day as part of our 20th
Anniversary celebration.

As we celebrate
God’s faithfulness, we want
to send a clear message on
the future of our church, as
we bring gospel message to
love and serve our neigh-

bors. The main verbs in
Christ’s Great Commission
are “go” and “make disci-
ples.” As we look into the
future, we must go out with
a wider open heart to love
our neighbors.

Caring for and lov-
ing our community is a key
part of the mission of the
gospel. When a church
does not concern herself
with the condition of her
neighbors, church can easi-
ly become an inward-
focused spiritual country
club, devoid of real impact
in the society. In the Bible,
from Cain’s arrogant reply
to God “Am | my brother’s
keeper?” to Jesus’ thought-
ful question: “Who is that
man’s neighbor?” to love a
neighbor has always been
the test of the heart.

As a church found-
ed by first generation immi-
grants, we as a community
should have an even deeper
grasp of the words of Levit-
icus 19:34, “The foreigner
who resides with you must
be to you like a native citi-
zen among you; So you

must love him as yourself,
because you were foreign-
ers in the land of Egypt. |
am the LORD your
God.”(NET)

A Further-looking Vision

As a church charged
with the Great Commission,
we are growing in our mis-
sions vision. Over the years,
ethnic Chinese churches like
ours have had fruitful minis-
tries among our kinsmen
throughout the world. This
passion is natural and very
much a key part of God’s
heart for our church. But we
have also observed how the
Lord has planted the seeds of
cross-cultural missions in
our next generation.

We live in a city with
immigrants from all over the
world. Many of our people
take regular advantages of
living in a city with a rich,
international culture, enjoy-
ing the cuisines from all over
the world. But do we not
have a missions responsibil-
ity toward these people from
all over the world? They are
our co-workers in the office,
they live in the same subdi-
vision with us, and their
children attend the same
schools with our children.
When Jesus asked: “Who was
a neighbor to the man?” He
posed a question to us as
well. This thinking is at the
heart of our 2011 Missions
Conference theme “The Na-
tions as our Neighbors.”

Living in today’s
world, the nations are now at
our doorstep. As a result of
globalization, every believer
can and should engage in the
work of cross-cultural mis-
sions locally. This is the
“Local and Global” vision
that we want to embrace as a
church. To be a truly mis-
sional church, we will need
to grow beyond dabbling in
short-term missions and sup-
porting missionaries from
afar, but intentionally move
toward the mobilization of



A helping with Food Bank

the entire body to local mis-
sional outreaches among our
neighbors. Missions cannot
remain the passion of a few,
but need to become the goal
and action of the whole
church body.

This vision does not
mean that we will stop going
overseas for missions work.
But as a maturing church, we
need to learn to do both. We
will not abandon our outreach
to the Asian-Americans, but
as we grow as a church, we
hear the voice of the Holy
Spirit calling us to go beyond
the ethnocentric Jerusalem
ministry, and expand our out-
reach to include Samaria, all
Judea, and to the ends of the
earth.

Church planting will
continue to be a big part of
our missions. We praise the
Lord for giving us the vision
of church planting in the
north Houston area (the
Woodlands and Spring). Alt-
hough our north Houston peo-
ple drive almost an hour to
attend church here, we have
seen a high level of enthusi-
asm and commitment among
them. There is tremendous
potential in north Houston as
evidenced by the strong at-
tendance in their special
large group meetings. We
plan to continue the work of
equipping our north Houston
team, searching for the right
pastoral candidates for the

-

-

church planting, and dis-
cerning the best model for
the north Houston church
planting.

We are particularly
grateful for God’s provision
of Faith Bible Church in the

A North Houston fellowship

Woodlands as a partner for
us in our north Houston
church planting work. In the
past we were strongly assist-
ed in our church planting
work by kingdom-minded
partner like Living Word
Lutheran Church in Katy. |
pray that in the next twenty
years, WHCC can also be-
come a blessing to other un-
der-reached people groups,
such as the Vietnamese and
Indians, and help them to
plant churches as well.
What we received freely, we
must freely give. Although
such work is never easy,
nothing is too difficult for
our God.

A further-looking
vision is always about un-
derstanding God’s heart as
we set our sights beyond
ourselves. We are looking
forward to grow in our king-
dom vision, we want to learn
to partner with and serve
other churches in the years
ahead. In 2010 we were
privileged to host our first

joint missions conference at
WHCC. | believe that was
only the beginning as the Ho-
ly Spirit teaches us how to
serve together with other con-
gregations.

On behalf of our pas-
toral staff team, | want to
thank our church for your
support, prayers, and love for
us. For twenty years, WHCC
has had an amazing culture of
trusting teamwork between
the clergy and the laity. This
church has been a huge bless-
ing to all of us, as we are en-
couraged by all of you year
round, not just during the an-
nual clergy appreciation
month.

| thank the Lord for
our entire staff team, from
our ministry, office, to facili-
ty staff, | praise God for the
friendship we share, and the
way we are able to serve to-
gether. | also thank God for
our church council for their
servant leadership as evi-
denced by their tireless and
selfless ministries. Lastly, |
thank God for my family and
for my wife Cheryl. Her
faithful and loving support
for me keeps me going strong
in the ministry.

I cannot predict what
the next twenty years will
bring. But | do believe that
our faithful God will continue
to lead this church to go
deeper, wider, and further in
His Son! Let each one of us
be found faithful in Him. As
we journey into the next
twenty years, may we, togeth-
er as a church, grasp how
wide and long and high and

deep is the love of Christ!yy



PASTORAL INTERVIEW
PART |

English Translation by:
Sherry Hu and
Nancy Vaughn

Over our 20 years of history, WHCC has been blessed
with a great pastoral staff. The JOY editors interviewed
our staff to revisit their stories.

Please recall and describe the following:

e When and how did you join the WHCC pastoral
team?

e  Which ministry do you serve?

e During your service, are there one or two events
that are most profound or memorable? For ex-
ample, when was the most joyful moment, or
have you ever experienced great difficulties,

stress, or low points?

PASTOR DAVID HSU

| came to WHCC in
1993. In 1992, | was in my last
year at Dallas seminary, and
because | had heard a lot of
good things from classmates
about the ministry of Houston
Chinese Church (HCC), | wrote to HCC to
apply for a position as a summer intern.
Sometime later, on a very cold Sunday
afternoon, someone from HCC came to
interview me, he asked me a lot of questions
and | wasn’t really ready for the interview.

I just remember that | was a little
intimidated by the interviewer (that was
David Yeung!). Soon afterward, | received
a letter telling me that HCC did not have an
opportunity for me, but referred me to an
internship with WHCC. AIll I knew was that
I had never heard of WHCC, and I didn’t
apply for WHCC, (no idea where the “W’
came from) So | wasn’t interested at all.
Instead, | went back to Boston that summer
and helped out at my home church in the
suburb.

The same year Labor Day weekend, |
was invited to speak at a WHCC retreat. |
spoke to an English congregation that was
almost all youth. Afterward, Bob Lee called

me asking if | would come every weekend to
help with the youth. At that time, | was in
Dallas and | didn’t even have a car, so it was
impossible for me to come every week. But Bob
was quite persistent; he asked if I could come
every other week, which | also turned down.
Then he asked if I could come once a month, so
| said | could consider coming once a month.
Thus in my last year in the seminary, | came
once a month to WHCC - flying in on Friday
afternoon to help with the youth fellowship,
teaching and preaching on Sunday morning, and
leaving on Sunday afternoon. After one year, |
had built relationships with the youth and
people of the church, so | never interviewed
anywhere else, and just accepted the position to
continue serving at WHCC, and | have been here
ever since.

It is difficult for me to identify one or
two memorable experiences in ministry. All
these years having seen the Lord do so many
wonderful things, | have a hard time choosing
one or two things above the rest. However, I
have seen a continuous theme that has meant so
much to me, and it has been a real source of
motivation for me. That is the grace that | have
received in witnessing God plant a vision, pro-
vide the resources, and start a new ministry.
Time and again | have had the privilege of expe-



riencing His provision and grace in this way at
WHCC.

I remember that when | was doing youth
ministry we were just beginning to see some
breakthrough in the English adults ministry as
well, and | was having a difficult time taking
care of both areas. | dreamed of having an
intern to help me out with the youth ministry
over the summer. That summer, the Lord gave
us not one, but three wonderful interns from the
ranks of our college students, to help me with
the youth ministry. Although we only had the
budget for one, and had no idea of where to
find the candidate, the Lord made the dream
come true in ways that are far above and
beyond what | could have asked or imagined.

Throughout the years, from the
fellowship transition into small groups, to the
Chinese Gospel camps, to Stephens Ministry,
the Lord blessed us, as if He led us with a
roadmap, and provided the grace that made the
dreams come true. From three phases of
building projects, church plantings, literature
and arts ministries, the provision of new staff
members, seeing lives being changed, the
realization of these dreams were not because of
any one person, but the Lord working through
the body, as we worked together, almost like
putting together one jigsaw puzzle after
another. | am always amazed how someone like
me is so blessed to experience all of this, from
receiving the vision, sharing the vision, to
realizing the vision. This has been a huge
blessing in my life.

I think
the most
recent
experience of
a difficult
time would
have to be
during the
time
A sending out the Access team. surrounding

the sending
out of the Access team. It was a stressful and
difficult time. But | was so grateful for the way
the Lord led us. The friendship we shared and
our faith in God’s purpose prevailed over our
fears. Looking back, I am so proud of our
church. By God’s grace, Access today is a
thriving young church and Meta has matured
and is on the move again. It proves that the
Lord always provides the grace for every trial.

. PASTOR I-MING HUANG

A During the night Paul had a
I vision of a man of Macedonia before
“ » | him and begging him, Come over to
A Macedonia and help us. - Acts 16:9

There is a saying, A watched

flower never blooms, but an unattended willow
grows.Very often in our life what happens is not
what we planned. This is especially true when
you serve in God’s kingdom. His way is
superior to our plan. Originally, in the summer
of 2009, Souane and | were planning to leave
the church in Taiwan where we served for 6
years to reunite with our family in the States,
and also to seek the path of our future service.
We planned on serving among the Chinese in
Los Angeles, and also |
thought about :
spending a year

pastoring in Paris,
France, or even to
continue seminary
study. During our
visit to the States in
February of that year,
through the referrals of a few senior Christians,
| spoke at WHCC and shared with the choir. |
also had wonderful meetings with the pastoral
team and council members. After | returned to
Taiwan, the opportunities for me to serve
proved unfruitful, and after a warm invitation
from Pastor Hsu, as well as telephone interviews
with the Personnel Committee at the end of
May, | took the offer to serve as the interim
Chinese pastor for a year and to seek God’s
guidance and confirmation along with the
church.

In the beginning of August 2009, our
entire family moved to Houston and thanks to
the kind assistance from brothers and sisters, we
settled in smoothly and found new schools for
the children. We even found a good, but
inexpensive, used car for transportation. Along
the journey, we saw God’s amazing grace
everywhere and it strengthened our will to stay
and serve.

After | started on September 15, 2009, |
have been able to fit in beautifully with the
pastoral team. In council meetings, | also saw
how we all work on furthering the gospel with
one accord, and do not argue unnecessarily. In
small groups and fellowships, | saw brothers
and sisters thirsting for God’s word, and seekers
waiting for us to testify Jesus to them. In
outreach ministries, | saw how God has used



brothers and sisters to spread the gospel with
enthusiasm. In general, we are a church with
vigorous energy.

Because of my classical music
background, | started working with the various
worship teams and choir as soon as | arrived. |
also had opportunities to contribute to missions.
I am on the right track and hope to pass on what
I have learned, whether through music or
theology, to the younger Christian generation,
and develop
individuals in
three to five
years who can
serve
wholeheartedly
at church, so we
may “entrust to
reliable people
who will also be
qualified to
teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2).

After | formally became the Mandarin Pastor in
June 2010, | have also been responsible for
shepherding the West Side Fellowship and
Senior Ministry. Currently, I am working on
building relationships with and providing
guidance to small group leaders; praying with
them in unity to seek God’s guidance.

The most memorable events during my
service in WHCC have been the two pastoral
staff retreats. Everyone shared honestly with
their hearts and this helped me build great
confidence and interest to fit in with the group.
| feel the most joy when brothers, sisters, and I,
once strangers, but now trusting in each other,
share life’s joys and sorrows together.

Most of the difficulties, pressure, and
low times | have experienced resulted from my
own personality: | seem to be moving into a
temperamental period of middle age. Some
difficulties also came from the tension between
relationships, and it takes some time and
patience to resolve it. Overall | am full of
thanksgiving, especially towards the acceptance
and tolerance from brothers and sisters.

MINISTER
DAVID CHU

| returned to serve at WHCC on October
1, 2007, after graduating from China
Evangelical Seminary (CES) in Taiwan.

My main
ministries at
WHCC include
Membership, Con- A North area small group
nection (paired
with Elder Lin), and the Evangelism Depart-
ment. | began working with the North Houston
area when I returned and participated in the
small group ministry there. Later | mentored
the Mandarin Young Adult and Mandarin Fami-
ly (formerly Grapevine) fellowships.

The most memorable thing is seeing im-
provements in the relationship between my wife
and myself as we served in the Marriage En-
richment retreat. Our life was renewed within
the ministry. The most joyful memories for us
also include seeing many families that were
facing marital difficulties, or even contemplat-
ing divorce, renewed through setting new cove-
nants before God.

| enjoying seeing brothers and sisters
enter WHCC every Sunday, including new fac-
es, especially those who have not accepted
Christ. It always brightens my heart when | see
them baptized, become disciples, and grow at
WHCC.

The main challenge | face is the need
for growth in my life. | accepted Christ in
1997 and entered seminary seven years after
that; returning to serve after another three
years. | know that I still have a lot to learn,
both in my spiritual growth, as well as service
at church; it goes without saying that there are
many things | have not done before. When I
graduated from CES, there were a few churches
in Taiwan that invited me to stay, but | be-
lieved | would be better equipped if | returned
to WHCC, since it would maximize my learning
opportunities to serve alongside the pastoral
team of my home church. When we received
the telephone call from Pastor Hsu in 2006, we
had pretty much decided to return, so we de-
clined the invitations from the churches in Tai-
wan.

Since | am not a perfectionist, although
there are many things | can do better or still
need to learn in my service; | see that God ‘s
grace is sufficient. For example, while we did
not have experience in premarital counseling
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and marriage enrichment, we learned how to
lean on God. Because of God’s leading, the
situation was not overly stressful for me, but
FengMei was more nervous. With God’s grace,
I have not face too many difficulties in my ser-
vice. | also receive lots of help from the pasto-
ral team. For example, when | encounter issues
in family ministry, | consult with Mrs . Lin.
Similarly, | also seek help from other co-
workers as | encounter challenges in their areas.
Several families in my ministries had difficul-
ties, but the brothers and sisters all had learning
hearts and were willing to change after counsel-
ing. | am very thankful; God has blessed me
greatly in these ministries.

I think the early structure of Woodland
church planting will be different from Katy.
Brothers and sisters in Woodlands are self-
driven to coordinate the planting. My partici-
pation is limited to directional discussions, and
most of the work is handled by them. Currently
they do not have full time ministers and | am
limited in my time to assist them in daily af-
fairs. Other than advisory discussions, | do not
participate in any Woodland ministry directly.

JODI CHUNG

The first time | stepped into the WHCC
building was Thanksgiving 1998, and | met
some young adults. The young adult ministry
was just starting to grow under
Pastor David. | have been rooted
here officially since 1999. Most
ministries in which | have been
involved include youth,
missions, and a one-year
internship with Mrs. Lin with
children. After | graduated from
seminary in 2006, | started to
work officially.

In the Fall of 2002, the previous youth
minister Danny Yang called me to ask me to
speak at the youth Christmas service, and of
course | said “no” because | just wanted to
come home to enjoy myself. A
while later, | got another email
from him, asking me again to
speak at the youth service; he
didn’t tell me why. | thought he
was looking for a power supply
when he was on vacation. | said
no, explaining that preaching is
not my thing, not what I enjoy
doing.

A little later, Pastor
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David contacted me,
and asked me to
speak at the youth
service. | don’t
know why, | said
“yes.” Later on,
Christina Chan, then
youth deacon, told
me that WHCC was
interested in asking
me to apply for the youth minister position.
Danny was preparing to go to seminary in 2003.
I remember | told elder Ho over one of my
spring breaks that being in “Youth ministry was
my bottom choice.” His response was very
interesting; he said, “you should never speak so
quickly, because you don’t know how God will
work on your life.” The reason “Youth
Ministry” was my “bottom choice” was because
I was more interested in exploring other areas
of church ministry. | knew | was called to
work, and | had a passion to work with a local
church—to be in church ministry. I came and
spoke at the youth service. The Holy Spirit
moved me to apply for the position.

When | came aboard, | had lots of
confirmations and blessings. 1) | have a
wonderful team to work with, and I really enjoy
it. Both staff and parents are very supportive. |
have friends and my own peers here. It’s a nice
fit here. It’s nice to come back home after three
years away from home to start out my first
vocational ministry; it’s nice to be in a
supportive environment. 2) My mom had a little
place for sale, and sold it three times, but all
the sales did not go through, so she took the
house off the of market, and | moved in. 3)
Later that year, | met Mike,
and | had a marriage
prospect. So, | have
received three huge
blessings since returning to
WHCC. | feel very
thankful, and it’s good
timing.

Memorable
Moments: | have had lots,
especially when graduates
come back from college, we
talk and see how they’re
growing and keeping their
faith. It’s very rewarding. |
really enjoy that. Also, it’s a
privilege to baptize people.
Teaching baptism classes, and



seeing the kids wanting to devote their lives to
Christ is very special to me.

Difficulties: | feel sometimes that
working with the youth is one step forward, but
two steps backward. There are difficult family
situations and negative peer pressure that can
undo the progress we make on Sundays and
Fridays. It’s very frustrating.

ALISON KO:
How do you feel about preaching now ?

JODI:

I still don’t enjoy it the most. People
here keep telling me that | have not devoted
enough time to practice. Maybe | haven’t spent
enough time to develop my preaching skills.
Currently, I don’t do a lot of preaching. My
direction with the youth ministry is not having
our service, so they may join the Meta service.
I’ve been focused more on small group
ministry, which | enjoy very much.

PASTOR PAUL SEE
I first came to WHCC in
ﬁ . 1992, At the time we were meeting
% in an old building on the other side of
Beltway 8 and Pastor Calvin Wong
was the senior pastor. Before that, |
had been away from God for a long
time, but God did not give up on me.
I learned God’s words and the way to serve at
WHCC. After | joined, | was invited to serve
as the Cantonese Fellowship chair, and in that,
| started to serve. Through God’s words, |
found my shortfalls and gained a new perspec-
tive on my errors over the years since then.

I was Catholic. Pastor Wong confirmed
my faith and accepted me as a member for
WHCC, so | had the blessing to teach Sunday
School and serve as a deacon. In 2001, | was
moved by the Holy Spirit to be baptized again.
After all, in my Catholic infant baptism, | could
not “declare with your mouth...and believe in
your heart”. Therefore, | was baptized again in
2001.

At that time | was already feeling
moved to work in fulltime ministry. | once
heard from a speaker, “there is only one sen-
tence between you and the best blessing — “1 do
(to God)”. This sentence caused me to struggle
for years, but it also gave me encouragement.
My daughter had not yet entered college and |
was thinking about serving after her college
graduation. In 2004, God gave me an oppor-

tunity to reconsider whether the time had come.
After long prayers, my wife and | decided to
study at China Graduate School of Theology in
Hong Kong.

The first summer during our study, EI-
der Michael Chan invited us to intern at WHCC,
but our school rule would not allow us to intern
at our parent church. Praise God for arranging
for us to intern at a church in Hong Kong for a
month, so we could then have one month intern-
ing at WHCC and at the same time visit our two
children.

Two weeks into our internship, Elder
Chan set up a meeting between us and the Per-
sonnel Committee. We were not clear on the
purpose for the meeting, since no one had men-
tioned to us before this that WHCC had hoped
for us to return and serve after graduation. Af-
ter we returned to Hong Kong to finish the re-
maining two years of study, Elder Chan tele-
phoned us to check on our decision. We started
to struggle with this decision. We had estab-
lished relationships at the Hong Kong church
where we served and could feel the love the
church had for us. One of the professors in
seminary also warned us that we should be care-
ful about returning to serve in our parent
church, as some brothers and sisters may see us
in a different light: You were all the same be-
fore, but now your status has changed and you
have become full-time ministers. Yet, since our
return | have never felt this and we continued to
be touched by the love of our brothers and sis-
ters.

We returned to WHCC in 2007 and our
main ministries included the Cantonese Minis-
try, small group fellowships, and Stephen Min-
istry. | used to work as the small group deacon,
so it was natural for me to be assigned to this
area. My load in the Cantonese Ministry is
quite heavy, but this is not a burden thanks to
Huashan and other co-workers in the small
group ministry; it makes me feel good to work
with them.
We just
started the
Stephen
Ministry,
so there
are more
challeng-
es. Lucki-
ly, I have
Pastor and
Mrs. Lin,
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as well as Tina to work

J TGS B with.

ﬁy SUSIS| The most joyful
W thing in serving is to see

other brothers and sisters

willingly serve with us. As an example, for the

2008 evening Easter evangelical event, brothers

and sisters spent months preparing for the wor-

ship, testimonies, and skits. It was a lot of hard

work, but it was a very sweet, joyful thing to

see their offering.

Difficulties: Every ministry has
disagreements. Reconciling differences
between brothers and sisters leaves me feeling
frustrated, since | feel that that the reason they
have arguments is because | did not deal with
issues wisely and did not guide them well.
However, thanks be to God, for after every
argument, we can set aside our differences and
work together with the same heart.

MR$. ESTELLA LIN:

When | joined the WHCC team in 1995,
I worked part-time the first year. My husband,
Pastor Emmo, was pastoring at HCC; | was a
pastor’s wife for a decade. Later on with God’s
leading, he resigned and took a job with the
Christian Communication Inc. of USA. In 1994,
Pastor Wong asked if | would come to WHCC
and work in the children’s
ministry. At the same time, HCC
was also looking for staff for the
children's ministry. Out of my
fear of other people’s criticism, |
did not pray, and | declined the
invitation from Pastor Wong. In
1995 Pastor Wong did not see any response
from me and asked me again. | considered the
children's ministry as my burden, so | prayed
about it, and | agreed to join the staff. The
terms were finalized after Tsai Liang Jun
invited us to dinner. There was no official
interview, and we had not yet discussed salary.
I knew the job was for 20-hours a week. After

one year, however, it turned into a full-time job.

I held a dual position as a Director of
Children's Ministry and the Women’s Ministry.
I later became the minister of the children's
ministry and the women’s ministry, and then
become the minister of the children’s ministry.
Thank God, we are now looking for another
children's minister, so | can focus on the family
ministry.

The children’s ministry is composed of
newborns to fifth-grade students. There are
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about 160-170 children. The children’s
ministry team includes Deacon Tong Mai Yuan
and 10 class leaders.

In addition, Pastor Lin, I, Paul, and
Tina are working hand-in-hand in the Stephen
Ministry. Although the Stephen Ministry is
keeping us very busy, we remain very happy.
We also see the impact since care recipients
were willing to return to church and serve. In
the last two or three years, we have begun the
Marriage Mentor ministry. We are training
more mature couples to be equipped with
“Enrich Inventory.” We walk with them while
they learn to use this tool, and then spend nine
months to a year to help couples who are
willing to grow.

I would like to invest more time in the
family ministry, so that God’s foundation for
couples and families can be solid and
strengthened. Currently, we have seven
couples involved in the Marriage Mentor
ministry, and another four pairs of husbands
and wives are being equipped. We also have
Wednesday women’s Bible study. We have
four groups and have just started using
“Discipleship Essentials.” |1 hope to follow the
direction of the church in discipleship
training.

Joyful moments: We have good team
work. The church gave me a lot of room to
grow. | had unspeakable joy when we received
God’s visions. For example, when | first came
to WHCC, the turnover rate of Sunday school
teachers was every two weeks. After five
years, children's Sunday school teachers teach
at least 3 to 9 months, which is really
comforting. Another example is that originally



we had Chinese school on Sunday afternoon.
The second year into my job, | proposed to
change the Chinese school to Saturday morning,
but the idea was rejected. However, in 2002,
my idea was implemented. Now, Sunday
school and Chinese school are held on different
days.

I have hope in moving forward. 1 like
the current movement of the church with the
discipleship training. | hope that this ministry
can be firmly implemented in the same
direction. | believe this kind of achievement
can bring me great joy.

Difficulties: We encounter difficulty
when we lose focus of the visions that God has
given us. We need to learn
how to rely on God when
moving forward, so that
God's work can be
accomplished. Another
difficulty is that when | see
couples going through .
divorce, the family unit has |
a tendency to breakdown, |
feel that I am powerless to
help; I want to continue to
learn.

and sisters working together to serve. There
are two experiences that were particularly
memorable, and they helped to lay the
direction of my future service.

1) Human power and material
resources were limited when we moved from
the old church on the other side of Beltway 8
to this location. We needed help from all the
fellowship groups. | prepared a lot of boxes,
rented a U-Haul, and planned to use both
Friday and Saturday to move. Surprisingly, all
came on Friday night, and we finished moving
that night. Even the young people helped to
move the heavy stuff—I truly experienced that
we can accomplish great things when we all
work together.

2) The young people
moved in first after the new
church building completed
phase one. | was probably
the deacon of General Af-
fairs then, and | often
checked on both the new
church and the old church.
One day, | came to the new
church and found heaps of
broken garbage bags in
front of the church. It

A 2010 Marriage Mentor Training seemed that the dogs got into

TINA SEE

I came to WHCC in 1992, and during
my second year, | began to help Tsung Shu and
Hsu Ing Hsin in the church office. At that
time, there was only one pastor, and all the
staff were volunteers. From 1995 to
1999, | was the deacon of General Af-
fairs. After | fulfilled my deacon
: duties, | became the Director of Ad-
Ak {{‘;"_;:ministration, a staff position I held
S until 2004. Then, | went back to
Hong Kong to study theology. | came back to
WHCC in 2007. Before | became the
deacon of General Affairs, the former deacon
told me that my only duty was to make sure we
have enough lunch boxes. On the contrary, the
deacon of General Affairs has many more
duties in addition to lunch boxes. Besides
spiritual teaching, all the chores are under the
deacon of General Affairs. The duties for the
administrative director are similar; besides
spiritual teachings, | take care of all the other
affairs.

Joyful moments: Though serving is
hard, it’s a great joy for me to see our brothers

the bags, and chicken bones

were scattered all over the
ground. | could not find the tools to clean-up
such a mess; therefore, | had to pick-up all the
garbage with my hands. | was not happy. How
could I do such dirty chores? God impressed
upon my heart quickly, however, that my
service should be humble so others will
follow.

Difficulties: People problems. Most
things can be resolved. But, | get frustrated
when we do not get along, and when we
complain to each other. Pressure: there are
more and more jobs and duties involved in
General Affairs. It was necessary to set up
more than 10 departments to share the
workload. Because | have multiple bosses, |
am frequently pulled in many different
directions: the pastoral staff is my boss; the
congregation is also my boss. The pressure is
enormous; | need to learn to be calm and
steadfast.

MAA-SHIOW LIN:
When Tina and Paul returned to Hong
Kong to study theology, | became the church's

11
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administrative director. Because | had no
experience in administrative work, | felt like
I had jumped into the fire pit. | had to learn
everything step-by-step. The work is trivial:
sanctuary, personnel, general affairs, and
maintenance. It took me a long time before |
felt comfortable in this position. | am still
learning. In addition, | attend staff meetings
and council meetings; | participate, | give
advice, and | complete duties.

Joyful moments: There are many
hands in the pit to help. Thank God every
time | encountered difficulties, the pastoral
teams reached out to help immediately. |
was never rejected when | turned to brothers
and sisters for help. | have a passive
personality. Mrs. Lin gave me a lot of
encouragement, guidance, and
recommendations to promote the ministry.

Difficulties: 1) Church building
maintenance is the most difficult task. |
have no idea how to inquire about certain
maintenance issues. I've been learning, but |
am still struggling. | do not know how to get
contractors, electricians, office equipment
leased, and so on. It is difficult. | have to
continue learning. 2) Sometimes it is hard to
promote the ministry due to personnel issues
that create certain dilemmas. | am a senior
now. Sometimes the issues are set aside and
forgotten, so | hope a younger person can
take my job.

Throughout the process, | have experienced
more joy than frustration.

Alison:

From the sharing of two sisters, it
appears that being the Administrative
Director is not an easy job. It seems that
besides not preaching, the job is packed with
all sorts of trivial matters. In your opinion,
what kind of maturity level is needed to be
an Administrative Director?

Maa-$hiow:

In fact, everyone can do it.
However, one’s spiritual maturity is
extremely important to know how to cope
and respond appropriately to various
difficult issues that arise. There are many
things that need to be kept within the
church—we cannot glorify ourselves in job
performance. It is so important to possess
spiritual maturity.

Tinas

Yes. Spiritual maturity is a must.
He or she needs to have the willingness to
humbly serve others. If a person is full of
herself or himself, she or he will have
difficulty working with others. In addition,
the willingness to listen and learn is also
very important. Emerging church affairs
present new challenges frequently, so we
must keep learning.

Tammy:
Do we need more volunteers to help?

Maa $hiow:

When | am in need, | get help.
Unless it is special circumstances, | have
never been rejected. According to our needs,
I asked the appropriate brothers and sisters
to help as volunteers.

For example, answering the phone
seems fairly simple; however, the person
answering the phone represents our church
to the external world—they are a window
into our church. The person needs to know
the ins-and-outs of church operations in
order to answer telephone inquiries, so this
particular job is not a task for every
volunteer. | am still learning how to make
good use of our volunteer resources.

Alison:
An Administrative Director is the
bridge between the pastoral team, elders,



deacon’s council, volun-
teers, staff, and church
members. How does this
bridge work? Do you have
any advice for the pastoral
staff and church members?

Maa $hiow:

It would be great if
every one would let us
know when issues need to
be resolved as soon as the-
se needs arise. Do not let
us always try to meet the
deadlines. We can remind
the pastoral team to tell us
at least two weeks in ad-
vance of deadlines. But it
is hard to remind the con-
gregation. Complaints
arise sometimes when we
cannot provide services
immediately.

Tina:s

To be the “bridge”
is an important position in
the Church. We need many
people and things. We
must act like lubricant, so
the machine (the church)
can smoothly operate.
When the Pastor has a vi-
sion, we need to coordinate
and implement his plan.
For example: when we
have large-scale concerts,
we need to seek help and
coordinate people with var-
ious talents in order to
complete the task.

ke

English
translation by
Nancy Vaughn

Pastoral Team
Interview
Part Il

hited

In the past two decades,
unity has been a special trait of
our church. Our pastoral staff
team is always unified even during
the complicated process of
growth, renewal, and church planting.
This has been a great blessing from
the Lord not to be taken for granted.
This is also one area that many Chi-
nese churches have struggled with.

e
The questions for our panel are:

e what do you think is the secret to our unity?

e How did we achieve this unity?

e  When there are disagreements among our leaders, how do we over-
come them?

Please speak from your point of view.

And a follow up question is:
How can we find balance between pursuing unity and encouraging our con-
gregation to speak their mind?

PASTOR I-MING:

The only secret | can find is from the Bible:
“having the mind of Christ,” which means modeling
His humility. Our basic attitude toward disagreement
is to accept people’s differences, to seek the Lord’s
leadership in unity, to put our own opinions aside,
and to let the Holy Spirit guide the team. Communi-
cation occurs all the time. Pastor Hsu always encourages us to
analyze problems from various points of view, which help to
broaden our perspectives. We have the safety to speak our
minds, but in the end we are able to submit to one another, which
helps to build teamwork.

Conflict is not inevitable when we want to pursue unity
and encourage the congregation to speak their mind. Biblical
church leadership is not a congregational democracy, but a spir-
itual leadership of elders and deacons; however, this does not
mean that the pastors and the church council can dictate to the
church. Rather, they must examine the confirmation of the Holy
Spirit in the hearts of our congregation. There should be proper
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guidelines for the congrega-
tion to follow when address-
ing issues, so that all sugges-
tions and criticisms are con-
structive; complaints and
meaningless arguments do not
edify people.

Gossiping behind peo-
ple’s backs should be forbid-
den; open accusations also
require evidence and witness-
es. The pastors and the
church council should keep
the communication line
open— church’s leadership
and management should be
based on Biblical principles,
not on popular decisions.

I admire the wisdom
of Pastor David Hsu and our
elders. They prioritize issues
according to a high degree of
consensus. They insist on
taking time in decision-
making involving controver-
sial issues. This reflects what
Ephesians 4:3 teaches us,
“Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace.”

Minister David Chus

Each
one of us has
different ways
of thinking
and serving.
What | am
grateful for is
that in the last
three years of my service, we
are all willing to open our
hearts; we do not force others
to do things our way, but we
are willing to listen to others’
thoughts.

This mentality is very
helpful for our unity. Never-
theless, we still need to come
to a conclusion. Pastor Hsu
is willing to accept diverse
view points. It’s hard for him
because he is ultimately re-
sponsible for all decisions. |
attribute our unity to his

“listening ears.”

Pastor Paul $ees

Not only are our
pastors unified,
but our church
council, and the
brothers and
sisters are all
willing to serve
together with
unity. When we initially
launched the Cantonese
worship service, we were
worried that the Cantonese
and Mandarin congregations
would be separated, since
they have different culture
backgrounds.

Evidence has shown,
however, that brothers and
sisters from both congrega-
tions still have plenty of
opportunities to serve to-
gether. It is wonderful that
twice a month the Cantonese
worship separately, and
twice a month they worship
together with the Mandarin
congregation. What I ob-
served in the last few years
is that our brothers and sis-
ters, and especially the
church council are really
committed to be in unity
with our pastoral staff team.

Mrs. Estella Lins
ASs men-
tioned in the Bi-
ble, our God has
accomplished
unity in Christ
for the church.
We need to rely
on the Holy Spirit to guard
our unity. In the last few
years in which | have
served, | really appreciate
the effort our deacons and
elders have made. It’s all
because of their love for
God. Because of their love
for God, our deacons, el-
ders, brothers, sisters, and

pastors serve in unity for the
sake of His kingdom. We
view issues from the heaven-
ly point of view, we do not
emphasize our individual
gains, and we look at issues
holistically. The church be-
longs to God; therefore, we
do not have strife, and | am
very thankful for that.

Yu Jing:s

Could you give me a
specific example where there
was initial disagreement, but
consensus and agreement
were reached in the end?

$heng yen Lins

During
our phase Il
church construc-
tion project, the
building com-
mittee had ini-
tially suggested
that we apply for a bank loan
like a number of churches
were doing, instead of using
the church bonds to finance
the project. The church
council decided to take time
to pray before making a de-
cision. Pastor Hsu also
taught us using God’s word
from the Bible. We prayed,
and some fasted, at the end
we were able to reach a clear
consensus not to seek a bank
loan.

I have been in this
church for a long time. Dur-
ing this period, | saw other
churches struggle with unity.
I am thankful for the Lord’s
protection of our church, and
that we are willing to submit
to each other. Most people
are willing to listen to the
views of others; only a few
will not budge. Even when a
few are very strong-willed,
we will pray in unity, and
the Lord has always provided
a way for us.



I love to quote from
Ephesians 4:2-3, “Be com-
pletely humble and gentle;
be patient, bearing with one
another in love. Make eve-
ry effort to keep the unity
of the Spirit through the
bond of peace.” When we
serve each other, we must
show the characteristics of
humility, gentleness, pa-
tience, and love.

The one factor that
brings unity to our church
is the open mindedness of
our leadership team. This
is described in Romans
12:2, “Be transformed by
the renewing of your mind.”
When we apply this verse,
we are not stubborn, not
close-minded, and instead
are open to change.

One of our unspo-
ken rules in the meetings,
for example, is that if even
one member in a meeting
does not speak Chinese,
then we will run the entire
meeting in English. The
minutes are also written in
English. Many Chinese
churches do not do this, so
it makes it difficult for the
English congregation to
feel like they belong.

Tammy Yang:

Has the church
planned to increase the
communication between our
congregation and the lead-
ership team? May we adopt
the format of a town hall
meeting for greater interac-
tions?

$hengyen Lins

It can be done.
However, we need to speci-
fy a clear purpose of the
meeting; it can be done
well only if the meeting is
intentional.

Pastor David:

We are
actually planning
on doing this.
Voicing out in
larger gathering
really requires
wisdom and re-
spect. These conversations in
the body of Christ should be
constructive, focusing on the
issues rather than any indi-
vidual persons. | think the
concern is always for insen-
sitive and destructive words
causing harm to the body.
Mrs. Lins

| agree. For example,
we held four meetings last

year in the
months of Sep-
tember and Oc-
tober in the
Children’s
Ministry.
Teachers, par-
ents, and staff
held separate meetings ac-
cording to age groups. The
meeting with the most attend-
ance was the age group of K
to 5th grade. We had a full
house; there were even peo-
ple outside the classroom.
The meeting was very effi-
cient; it took only 30
minutes. The parents com-
municated with the teacher
and got to know our new dea-
con. It was efficient because
the meeting was well-planned
with specific purposes.

Pastor David:

That’s right. 1t’s like
in a family, it is important to
state the issues and pick the
appropriate method of com-
munication. It must be sensi-
tive and constructive. As a
matter of fact, we do sched-
ule meetings for the congre-
gation to understand, be in-
formed, and ask questions
when we make major deci-

sions, such as building pro-
ject, hiring new pastors,
making year-end budget,
and nominating deacons or
elders. However, very few
people show up at these
sessions. A part of the rea-
son may be the trust people
have for our leaders. But |
think there is also a part
where people are either too
busy or in too much of a
spectator mode to care
deeply about some of these
“family” issues. Or per-
haps some feel they are not
really being heard and em-
powered, so they lacked
the ownership to want to
speak up.

There is definitely
room for us to grow in this
respect. A healthy and ma-
ture church should have a
higher level of participa-
tion in these kinds of meet-
ings. People’s voices and
opinions do matter, and we
need to learn to communi-
cate and listen better as a
church.

Unity is not the
same as uniformity; it is
not the absence of different
opinions. Unity is made
possible by our insisting on
respecting each other, and
listening to each other.

I recall one very
difficult and memorable
council meeting several
years ago, just before we
were about to go public
with the decision to send
out the Access church

Continue on p.25
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“Boys, no running in the hallways!”

“Get off the stage! Don’t blame me if you fall off and
crack your head open!”

“Girls, are you cutting your hair in the bathroom?!”

n any given Sunday, | have no
problem intervening on behalf of our families.
Even though I’'m the youth minister (grades 6-
12) | enjoy greeting children by name and
getting to know their parents. It could be that
I’'m just nosy. Definitely not bossy *cough*.
Perhaps it’s because | see myself as member
of a big family and care for many of them as
my own.

One thing’s for sure, as a child, | was
never without a gang of “aunts and uncles” in
the church who invited me into their homes,
asked about my life, gave me hugs each
Sunday and trusted me to babysit their
children.

To this day, | still affectionately and
proudly refer to them as Auntie and Uncle
(pronunciation corrected) So-and-So even
though our relationship has matured into a
parent/peer friendship. In retrospect, this
community of caring adults has enriched my
life, providing role models and memories
which stabilize the potentially very unstable
saga in life called adolescence.

Bigs and Littles

Big Brothers Big Sisters of America
exists to do this: develop positive
relationships that have a direct and lasting
effect on the lives of young people
(www.bbbs.org). This is their story:

By Jodi Chung

Big Brothers Big Sisters began with a court
clerk who noticed increasing numbers of boys
coming through his courtroom. He recognized
that caring adults could help many of these kids
stay out of trouble, and he set out to find
volunteers. At around the same time, the
members of a group called Ladies of Charity
were befriending girls who had come through
the New York Children’s Court. Decades later,
the two groups joined forces and became Big
Brothers Big Sisters of America. For more than
100 years, Big Brothers Big Sisters has
operated under the belief that inherent in every
child is the ability to succeed and thrive in life.
As the nation’s largest donor and volunteer
supported mentoring network, Big Brothers Big
Sisters makes meaningful, monitored matches
between adult volunteers (“Bigs”) and children
(“Littles™), ages 6 through 18, in communities
across the country.

I introduced the idea of adapting a
version of BBBS to Ignite (our Friday night
gathering) at our monthly student leadership
meeting. | thought aloud, “Wouldn’t it be great
to pair up the older and younger classes, Highs
with Jr Highs, and do things together?” It was
one of those rare moments | wasn’t met with
blank stares. The votes were unanimously in
favor of the idea. | believe humans are God-
wired with both the need and desire for
MENTORING. Even if the seniors only get to
influence younger peers, they like it because it
feels good to pass on love and wisdom!

Chap Clark, author and veteran youth
worker, affirms in his book “Hurt’, “Each
individual, by the time he or she is a (young
teen), needs to know that at least one adult
knows him or her well and will do whatever it



takes to bring him or her into the community of
healthy adulthood.”

Five to One

The word “‘mentor’ comes from the
name of a Greek mythological character called
Mentor. He is the trusted friend and wise
counselor who Odysseus leaves in charge of his
household during his absence, specifically to
watch over his son. In the Bible, Jesus and his
12 disciples, as well as Paul and Timothy,
model teacher/student relationships. “Disciple”
implies a tutor/learner relationship. Similarly,
we learn and practice God’s teachings best in
the context of relationship. Society breaks
down when women stop caring about youth,
men stop investing in boys, parents in kids, and
grandparents in parents. And this is not just for
biological relatives nor an age hierarchy.
Certainly, some 30-somethings have wisdom to
offer the Baby Boomers! Discipleship,
mentoring, coaching, counseling is for
everyone, whether family, friend, neighbor or
stranger.

Kara Powell, PhD, Executive Director
of the Fuller Youth Institute, likes the imagery
in 1 Peter 4:17 of the church as a family,
household, tribe or cohesive community
(“Moving Away from the Kid Table’, 8/2/10).
This imagery acknowledges the basic human

S5

BRIAN SHIAU:

imon)

I've called myself a Christian. However, | didn’t live my life
like a Christian.... | only went to church because my mom made me
and | had a lot of friends there. ... All my friends and basically eve-
ryone | knew moved to the other church. Suddenly, the point of

church was no longer to hang out with friends, .. gave me more

need for belonging and attachment, especially
among kids, while seeing the ultimate goal as
unity under the Lordship of Christ. A brilliant
idea in Dr. Powell’s article comes from a
conversation with her colleague Chap Clark.
He suggests it’s time to reverse the normal
adult:student ratio in youth ministry from 1:5
to 5:1. What if we had five adults pouring into
one kid? We’d have the whole church
involved in youth ministry...without even
realizing it. Youth would be just another
person at the dinner table, sharing stories,
praying, and growing together. How awesome
would that be?

This year, | have begun asking young
adults at W to invest in the life of a teenager.
The goal is for same-gender pairs to meet
regularly to get to know each other and talk
about life. No intensive Bible study or
lecturing. Rather, this is about listening
(James 1:19), guiding, sharing your mistakes
and triumphs, and simply being one BIG to one
LITTLE in Christ. If you have basic
communication skills, a few hours a month,
and a willing heart, then you can be a youth
mentor. Join us and give yourself an excuse to
go out for a bubble drink. It just might be the
fountain of youth you’ve been looking for! :)

7

time to seriously reflect on who God was and what it mean to be a

Christian.... Ever since that point, my behavior has radically changed. | understand that we should
show God’s great love to others.... | have decided to get baptized because | think | have come to a
point in my life where | can fully understand all the aspects of Christianity. | wish to publicly declare

that | believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

ANDREW SHIAU:

| was selfish, unforgiving, and not loving at all....

| went to Discovery camp after my 6'" grade

year.... At camp, the speaker taught us how God wanted us to live. | finally began to realize how
much God loves us, and how much different my life was than what God wanted.... Even though I still
struggle a lot with pride and selfishness, | try to put God first and to seek his Ringdom before my

own wants and needs.
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By Andrew Moy

After spending 12
years in Houston, living and
serving with our WHCC
community, our family of 7
[Mei, Josh (11), Jaime (10),
Joelle (6), Jake (5), and
Joseph (2)], moved back to
Los Angeles in September
2009. We were sad to leave
our Houston family
numbering more than 200,
but found comfort knowing
that our friendships were
united by the blood of Christ
and would continue for
eternity.

As we prepared for our
new lives in Southern
California, our number one
prayer request was that we
would find a new church
where Mei, the kids, and |
could rebuild a Christ-
centered community (like we
experienced at W), a church
whose teachings were rooted
on the inerrant truth of
God’s word, and a church
whose doors were open for
us to serve. After “church
hunting” for two months, we
settled in at Rolling Hills

from our former elder

Covenant Church
(RHCC), a multi-
ethnic body of
Christ comprising
over 2,500
members, and part
of the Covenant
denomination.
While the
community
building process
was slowly
progressing, we
chose RHCC
primarily for 2
reasons: (1) the strong
expository biblical teachings
of Senior Pastor Bryon
Macdonald, and (2) RHCC’s
robust children’s ministry.
We praised God for bringing
us to RHCC. While Mei and |
were being richly fed by
Pastor Byron’s sermons, we
quietly grew anxious and itchy
to serve. Little did we know
what God had in store for
us....

In January 2010, we
learned that RHCC was
starting a new Sunday
ministry/service called Life on
the Hill (LOTH). This new
service was held at a
community center 5 miles
away from RHCC (up the hill
in Palos Verdes) and targeted
non-believers in the
surrounding community. We
decided to give LOTH a try.
As we walked into service, we
observed two substantial
differences: (1) the
congregation was
tremendously smaller - approx
40 adults, and (2) the
children’s ministry was in its
infant developmental stage
with our 5 J’s comprising

nearly 1/3 of the total kids in
attendance. Even though
LOTH was a grass-roots
ministry, Mei and | were sold
after our first visit. We were
quickly reminded of the early
days of WHCC, i.e., when C3
(Christ-Centered-Career)
ministry was only 10 people,
when our English service
attendance was less than 150
people (of which a good
portion was youth), when one
of the instruments on the
English worship team was an
accordion, and when the
church was small enough
whereby both Chinese and
English congregations
attended the same annual
church retreat.

When we first attended
WHCC back in 1997, the
church was in its emerging
stage. While Mei and | had no
ministry experience, the
ministry needs and
opportunities to serve were
great. Because the church was
so much smaller back then,
whereby everyone mostly
knew one another, we quickly
built community with Pastor
Dave and Cheryl, Joe &
Ching, Connie & Kenny,
Josie, Jodi, Steve, Simon, and
Grace. Over the following 12
years, God flung wide open
the doors of ministry by
providing endless
opportunities to serve and
equipping Mei and | for His
work (leading worship, small
group, children’s ministry,
missions, and more).

After two weeks of
attending LOTH, God too
flung open wide the doors of
ministry giving us the
opportunity to use the gifts
and skills that WHCC helped
us develop. | had approached
LOTH’s Lead Pastors (Dan
Parkins and Rob Orr) and
worship leader asking if their
worship team needed help. |



enthusiastically shared
with them my experience
of leading worship at W.
The following week, |
found myself serving on
the worship team,
eventually becoming one
of LOTH’s worship
leaders. | quickly
reencountered the
tremendous joy | always
experience when serving
the Lord by leading His people

into a time of unashamed praise and honor of our
Savior.

For Mei, it was a natural fit for her to
become fully engaged in LOTH’s children
ministry. The many years of serving with and
learning from Mrs. Lin gave Mei a substantial
head start in contributing to LOTH’s strategy
and plans of building up the children’s ministry
as a whole.

A third door that God has opened up for us
was forming and leading a new small group
geared for families with young kids. At WHCC,
not only were we taught and trained to lead a
small group (thanks to Steve Wei and Pastor
Dave), we were given the opportunity to lead a
number of small groups over a period of 10
years. As we hungered to build a new Christ-
centered community in Palos Verdes, God
quickly impressed upon us a need to start a small

Testimon

JOSHUA CHANG:

When 6th grade came, | chose to play the flute; this in-

A 2004 Christmas Service

group for LOTH using the ideas
and skills we learned at W. So we
obeyed the Lord and started a new
small group in September 2010.
We now have over 7 families (and
over 20 kids) attending small
group in our home and our Kkids
have quickly formed new
friendships with other LOTH Kkids.

The fourth door that God
has opened is that I’ve been asked
to occasionally preach on Sundays.

Before we left Houston, and after
sharing the story of our 12-year WHCC journey
in Meta, Pastor Dave challenged me. He
encouraged me to spend more time studying
God’s word as he felt God would provide more
opportunities for me to speak/preach in the
future. That day has arrived, and I’ve chosen to
obey the Lord’s calling and will preach on
January 9th.

As we look back at 2010, God has
answered our prayers to the fullest. We are so
thankful for and undeserving of His extraordinary
grace. And we are so thankful for our WHCC
family - for being a pillar of support and love,
for giving us the opportunity to serve our Lord in
S0 many ways over the past decade, and for
preparing us for our new chapter of ministry life.
here in Southern California. To God be all the

glory, honor and praise!

trigued me, for it brought me an opportunity to serve Christ
with music. | attended the church’s orchestra when in Christmas
and in Easter playing with the prettiest sound to the Heavens.
.. Knowing that God had given me a superb talent in music, |
wanted to share it. Later
on my friends visiting from
Taiwan came to Houston,
we almost caused a huge accident on the highway if we were
struck. My eyes were focused on the road as my hands pre-
pared for a crash as the next-door car raced through sand-
wiching us. Thankfully we were all right as we prayed and
thanked the Lord. That was a sigh of God’s glory as | remem-
' bered...
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The 20" Anniversary
of the founding of West Hou-
ston Chinese Church is a
great occasion to give thanks
to God and remember his
faithfulness. WHCC has
played an encouraging role in
the lives of so many people
in their relationship with Je-
sus. I’m grateful that I’ve
been able to play a small part
in God’s greater plan, and
I’m thankful for the oppor-
tunity to share the story of
how Meta started.

Meta began in June of
2003. It was a name change
for the existing English Wor-
ship Service. This was done
with the hope that it would
help the congregation pro-
gress to the next level; We
called ourselves Meta, be-
cause we strived to become:

We are to be a COM-
MUNITY: In many places
people say that they are part
of a “church,” but this means
nothing more than attendance
at a one-hour meeting on
Sundays. Meta’s focus on
community was intentional to
help people focus on rela-
tionships. A couple of years
earlier Pastor David helped
introduce small groups to the
life of WHCC and this was a
great way to help more peo-
ple grow friendships. Meta
wanted to keep this emphasis
and help people form better

,,,,

By Ted Law (Meta’s former English Pastor)

interactions with others. On
Sundays, we used interviews
to include more voices from
the stage to promote the idea
of community. In the years
that followed, we added more
testimonies and panel discus-
sions as part of our teaching
time.

Another piece of
Meta’s vision was to become
an “inclusive community.”
We often repeated this phrase
on Sunday mornings. Our
congregation had a deep de-
sire to reach out to neigh-
bors, co-workers, and family
members, even those who
were not Chinese. Some-
times this proved to be diffi-
cult when we shared with
people that we attended a
Chinese church. On several
occasions | explained to my
neighbors that | was a pastor
at a Chinese church. The
response was often a ques-
tion, “So is
this a Chris-
tian church?”
or “Is it a
Buddhist
church?” By
creating a
name with a
tagline, we
hoped to re-
move any
barrier to
people, as we
want to wel-

come all people to come and
join us.

We want to be GOD-
INSPIRED: We wanted to be
clear from the beginning that
our community was taking
shape under God’s inspira-
tion. We were responding to
His love, grace, and leader-
ship. When we began Meta
we tried two new ways of
praying to help people grow
their sensitivity to God’s
work. First we recited pray-
ers together as a congrega-
tion. We used the Lord’s
Prayer and creeds. Second
we had prayer partners after
the service. If people wanted
to stay and pray with some-
one, we had people ready to
guide and direct them. Both
ideas lasted for a short time
and came back in different
forms through the years.
More importantly than the
form, though, we wanted

Vieta Retreat 2010




people to understand that it
wasn’t solely the job of the
pastor to pray for the congre-
gation. God was speaking to
everyone and everyone could
pray.

We long for God-
inspired CHANGE: The final
term in our tagline was
“change”. This was some-
thing we wanted to empha-
size as a core part of our
community. In the Gospel of
Jesus there is a call to
change. In Mark 1:15, Jesus
calls people to “repent and
believe in the good news.”
The word for repent is
metanoia in Greek. When we
spoke of Meta, we wanted
everyone to understand that
change was part of our ongo-
ing relationship with God.
Change is a part of growth.

I still remember on
the day that we launched Me-
ta, two of our deacons, Ray
Leung and Andrew Moy,
shared their thoughts on the
change with me. Both of
them were part of the origi-
nal team that helped form the
concepts behind Meta. Ray
shared honestly about his dis-
like for change and his
changing role as a father with
his children growing older.
Andrew shared about his ex-

citement for change and
how moving to Houston
brought so many new
friendships and a richer
life of faith in God.
Both Ray and Andrew
were excited about the
changes for the English
Worship Service. The
question was also left
open to the congrega-
tion to let everyone ex-
press their thoughts on
change. It was a time
filled with anticipation
and hope. There were
also several other leaders
who either helped in the for-
mation of Meta or who
helped to take the discussion
forward — Joe Chan, Selena
Lin, Jessie Sun, Steve Wei,
Simon Lee, and Grace Chiao.
There were also many others
who quickly became involved
in leadership and helped Me-
ta to launch new initiatives.
A couple of the new
ministries we started were
the Meta Short Film Festival
and Bridge Builders. The
Short Film Festival was an
exciting gathering where we
came together with friends
and co-workers to watch
themes of spirituality played
out on the screen. Partici-
pants were asked to rate and
review the
films. We also
featured a
workshop led
by Bing Yao.
Bridge Builders
was a picnic in
the park across
the street.
Members of
Meta went door
to door and in-
vited the resi-
dents of the
apartment
building to

come out and enjoy free
food, face painting, and cas-
ual conversation about the
neighborhood. Some of the
neighbors learned that
WHCC was a church and
were grateful to know of our
presence. The following
year, the neighbors were in-
vited back to participate in
the Fall Festival.

The important lesson
learned during those early
days of Meta was openness
to change and the importance
of being open to the prompt-
ing of God. Whether that
meant a film festival, a com-
munity picnic, or something
simpler, such as inviting
neighbors to church, this was
the spirit behind our action.

The changes that took
place at the origin of Meta
were possible in large part
because of WHCC’s church
culture. WHCC’s openness
to change and its deep desire
to follow God nurtured the
changes behind Meta. At the
20" Anniversary of WHCC,
let’s give thanks to WHCC,
the leaders who have set an
example of godliness and
faith, and let’s set our hope
in God who so graciously

guides our steps.yx
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w AND ME

I n the spring of
1981, my husband,
Leung Jen-Kuo, and | moved
to Houston. Praise the Lord,
we soon attended Sunday
worship at HCC. At that
time it was held in a host
church near downtown. Even
now | still vividly remember
that on our first visit, Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Hwo
greeted us warmly, showed
us around, and walked with
us to Sunday school class.
Ten years later, we started a
new pilgrimage together with
brothers and sisters from
West Houston when WHCC
was planted.

With training from
Pastor Calvin Wong, | first
served in children’s Sunday
school, teaching 1st and 2nd
graders. | even experienced
the children’s prayers for me
being answered - praise the
Lord! Also, I got to serve in
other ministries such as
singing in choir with Carl
and Joyce Mong, editing
WHCC’s bi-monthly Sweet
Spring magazine with
Thomas Tao and Barbara
Tang, serving the senior

By Dorcus Liang
English translation by Lisa Sun

fellowship with Pastor Wong,
and teaching Chinese classes
under Principal Grace Tsai.
There was much joy in
worshiping God with pastors,
co-workers, seniors, and
sisters through these
ministries.

Northwest (NW)
Fellowship, which later
branched off into the NW
Small Groups, was a harbor
for rest and a place of
spiritual growth for our
family. We cherished the
peace, joyous occasions, and
love that we shared with our
brothers and sisters. At one
time, we thought that we
would grow to old age in the
NW Fellowship. We will
never forget the care that our
family and my father-in-law
received from the fellowship,
small group, and church. For
all of these, we praise and
thank our God.

With Pastor David
Hsu’s support and Elder
Lin’s encouragement, | went
to Evangelism Explosion
(EE) in May 1996, led by
Pastor Hsu and three other
WHCC members. The
purpose for EE training is to
equip lay Christians for
spreading the gospel in
everyday life. In the
beginning, | wasn’t clear on
what to do, or how to do it.
But | learned obediently and
practiced everything in a
stepwise manner. With
God’s mercy and grace, we

< reunion in Los Angeles,
CA : Dorcus on the left

A" we started a new pilgrim-
age together with brothers and
sisters from West Houston
when WHCC was planted
in1991 «

were able to use the training
material as a good starting
point. Working with many
brothers and sisters, and
blessed by God with
perseverance, we journeyed
forward to build a solid
foundation for a new
ministry at WHCC.

Despite our
weaknesses and trials that we
encountered, from the very
beginning, our EE team
experienced the sweet feeling
of praying with partners and
the joy of spreading the
gospel. Our hearts were
zealous for God - praise the
Lord! When visiting with
nonbelievers, whether we
were sowing seeds,
harvesting, or watering, it
was wonderful God who
made life grow. He has
richly rewarded our church.

We have witnessed
two sisters, Tai-May Wong
and Judy Yu, and many co-
workers continuing this
ministry, setting a good
example for us in their love
for God, love for people, and
love for evangelism. They
have served the EE ministry
with all their hearts and all

Continue on p.27
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THE DESIGN PROCESS BEHIND
THE NEW CHURCH BRAND

by Jessica Wei

Worship. Everything we say, do, think
and feel is an act of worship towards God, and
He has blessed me with the ability to design.

My name is Jessica Wei (Z£ 5 #k) and |
am a recent graduate who majored in graphic
design (" mE%&t) at the Savannah College of
Art and Design (55 FL 0 £ i 5% 51 2 [5%) located
in Savannah, Georgia. By the Grace of our Cre-
ator, | have been blessed with the talent to cre-
ate visuals as my form of communication.

When WHCC approached me to rede-
sign their logo for the 20™ anniversary, | was
elated to use my gifts to serve the church that
made such an impact on my middle and high
school years.

Many are unaware of the design process
when it comes to branding an entity. Usually,
projects start with a client brief that lays out
what the objectives are and what the end prod-
uct may be. In this case, WHCC wanted to cre-
ate a symbol that embodied “energy and action,
growth and fruitfulness, spirituality and com-
munity” as a progressive church with a Chinese
background. It was to be a distinguishable de-
sign, unique among other Chinese churches.

With these objectives in mind, | started
sketching out about 80 quick thumbnails of
various ways to incorporate these ideas. After a
few days of brainstorming and laying out these
ideas, | choose the few that had strong concepts
and messages within and refined them on pa-
per. | began to visit various logo libraries
online, looking for marks that were good exam-
ples of churches, Chinese organizations, and
monograms.

With a symbol, typography (the style,
arrangement, and appearance of type) was also
factored in as | looked for both English and
Chinese fonts that worked well together in ad-
dition to the logo.

\/

West Houston Chinese Church
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I brought my sketches to the computer
to roughly render them out and presented my
best 4-5 ideas to some of the leaders of the
church. After receiving feedback, we agreed
that the painterly feel was stylistically appro-
priate for the church as it alluded to Chinese
calligraphy. Also, there was a strong attraction
towards a person with his hands raised towards
the heavens in the act of worship that can also
double as a monogram “W.” Within two
months and many conversations over email, we
settled on our symbol.

Colors were also considered as | sought
out secondary branding colors that would com-
plement the crimson red that is iconic due to
our church roof. At first | had chosen very
contemporary colors, but pulled back to bring
out deeper hues that were symbolic to the
church. The blue represents the living water,
green for growth, orange for passion, and
purple for the robe of the Savior and His
Kingdom. Each color would be used in the
branding system that would give the red more
life.

The new logo is an abstract person with
hands raised in worship. The aesthetic paint
strokes link to the Chinese heritage of the con-
gregation. | have chosen Frutiger, a sans-serif
humanist typeface, to pair with the logo to
keep it modern and friendly. Finally, the arms
and the head of the person creates the “W”
which represents West Houston Chinese
Church.

I am very blessed to use my design gift
as an act of worship for the church where my
roots as a Christian had started.

( To see more of Jessica’s work, please visit

jessicawei.com. )y
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By Paul Chen

Dear brothers and sisters, peace in the
Lord! My name is Paul Chen. At about the age
of eight I moved with my family from Taiwan
to Brazil. | received my education and grew up
there. After 15 years working as an electrical
engineer God called me to full time ministry. |
served in Sao Paulo as pastor and taught at a
Chinese seminary. In 2004 we moved to
Houston to be closer to our three children,
Clara, Cinthia and Michael. Since then we have
been part of the WHCC family, and | was
teaching at Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary. However, in the past 5 years my
health had been progressively failing, and in
2008, | was diagnosed with Progressive
Muscular Atrophy, which is a sub-category of
ALS, commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s
disease. According to the specialists this is a
terminal disease with “no known cause or
cure.”

At first, our family received this news
with sadness but still hoped for the better,
trusting in the Lord. But as time went by, the
disease has become more severe. The
progression of physical pain and damage to my
muscles and nerves has caused me to lose a lot
of weight, as well as the ability to move about
freely. I’ve had to stop teaching and need a lot
of help with simple everyday tasks like
walking. This brought along spiritual struggles
and it showed me that it is really not easy to
face the reality of life and death. Sometimes
fear filled my mind with questions like, “Am |
going to die so soon?” And | complained, “Why
God? Why me?” Other times | felt that God did
not hear my prayers. Either He didn’t care or
He did not want to care! Did He forsake me
because | committed some awful sin? |
answered in my mind with anger, “No! | did
not!” Then, | turned to question God again,
“Why God, why don’t You hear my prayers and
heal me? Why did you forsake me?” Yes, it was
a real internal struggle with God.

Yet, the truth is that God is big enough
to handle all our weaknesses. Though during
this time of trouble, we felt like battered reed,
God showed His mercy and love to us and the

Bible verse “A battered reed He
will not break off, and a
smoldering wick He will not put
out, ...” (Matt 12:20) became so
real and a constant source of
comfort and encouragement for
me and my family. In fact, God did
not forsake us but sustained us
through the love of brothers and
sisters. | remember one time some
couples from the church came to
visit us. We prayed and cried
together. It was a wonderful time of
fellowship. Before they left, they
said, “pastor Chen, don’t worry, we
are going to walk with you through
this journey!” It is this kind of love
that gives us more confidence to
fight the disease and move ahead.
We know we are not alone. God is

with us!

God also opened doors for us to go to
China this year to seek treatment. Yet, after
eight months of treatment the results were not
promising. In fact, the disease continued to
progress. During this period we had moments of
physical and spiritual weaknesses. Yet, God
was there to sustain us. Brothers and sisters
from the local churches prayed and helped us
go through this hard time. We could experience
God working behind the scenes trying to rescue
us from the physical and spiritual pit. Yes,
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble” (Ps 46:1).

One of the sisters that helped us was an
old lady more than 70 years old. She was a
retired physician. She helped us to find the best
hospitals and specialists in the Nanjing area.
Many times she would wake up at 5 in the
morning, take bus for an hour, so she could get
an appointment for me because she was afraid
that because of my health condition, | would
not have strength to wait for a doctor in the
waiting room for 4 or 5 hours. | told her that
she was like an angel sent by God to take care
of us. She humbly answered, “This is my duty;
after all, we are of one family, God’s family.
Moreover, you are God’s servant. | pray that
you may be healed and serve God longer!”
These words touched my heart deeply because
they made me reflect about my relationship
with God. | learned two things: first, my
priority is to serve the Lord. Second, God is
using this disease, though painful, to draw me
closer to Him. One day in my devotional time |



read one article from Charles Spurgeon.
Paraphrasing in my own words, he said, “If
sufferings in our life can draw us closer to our
Lord, it is indeed a blessed suffering!” | would
add that this is also a hidden blessing! In fact,
most of the time we don’t see God’s blessing in
our sufferings and become frustrated with Him!

Today we are still waiting on the Lord
for healing, yet with more peace and faith.
Above all, what is most important for us now is
to use the strength that God is giving me so far
to serve Him faithfully as long as | can. All

these challenges and blessings that | and my
family are experiencing show us that we can
be confident in saying that we are NOT
forsaken, but much loved by God! For He is
INDEED Immanuel, God with us!
May God be glorified! As we celebrate

the birth of Jesus Christ today, may He bring
to you and your family this Christmas,

( recording from Pastor Chen’s sharing in the
Christmas Candle Light Worship, 2010 )

Continue from p. |5

planting team. Many in the meeting were heavily burdened that night, as some have been hurt before
when their previous churches split. They thought sending out Access was like splitting our church.
To soften the atmosphere, some co-workers prepared food for the meeting, but the emotions were still
intense, and many tears were shed in the meeting. It was a very sensitive conversation since Pastor
Ted and the council members on his team who were planning to join the Access church plant were all
present.

But by the grace of God, we all agreed to listen instead of accuse, and the listening posture of
humility helped us to understand why some were feeling the pain from their previous experiences of
church splits. But we also learned to understand from a completely different perspective why our sit-
uation was really not one of church split. I was so thankful that after all the sharing, listening, and
praying together, we were able to have a deeper understanding and trust in one another. God gave us a
sense of peace that truly surpassed understanding, as we not only understood the situation better, but
we were able to commit to bless and love one another. After that meeting, council members affirmed a
common position on how we will engage the congregation with unity. | really believe that our resolve
for unity came from and led to God’s blessing, turning a potential crisis situation into a beautiful tes-
timony.

MRS$. LIN:

After that council meeting where we decided to send out Access, our church blessed the Access
team and even provided them with financial support. Pastor Ted and his staff were very thankful.
That event actually paved the way for the future of our own church as well. Many young people saw
the way our church had handled this issue with grace, and they were willing to come back to us. After
graduating from colleges and returning to their hometown, many of our own young people returned to
WHCC. When we were chatting, many had told me that they admired our church leadership because of
the way we dealt with that difficult situation with generosity and acceptance. They were willing to
return and serve in this kind of church.

YU JIN:
I would like to share something that’s related to this matter and it illustrates our teamwork. My hus-
band Wang Jin was in that deacon/elders’ meeting Pastor David was talking about. He was deeply
touched by the process and the decision. We truly appreciated our pastoral team, deacons, and elders.
You all are willing to share the responsibility when a decision is made.

We use the same principle in our home. For example, when we make a decision together, even
if | do not agree with my husband, | will support his decision and not complain to outsiders or our par-

ents. It has really helped to bring peace to our family.5%
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JI was at a small gathering
of area pastors (non-
Chinese pastors) toward the
end of last year, with pastors
from churches of very differ-
ent sizes ranging from mega-
church to very small congre-
gations. People were sharing
about the financial challenges
they were facing. Several
pastors talked about how the
loss of key giving members
has hurt the church. Others
talked about plans to down-
size their staff, cutting back
programs. Some talked about
finishing the year in the red.
The conversation really
caught me by surprise.

| was at a loss for
words; because our church’s
financial condition was just
the opposite. Not only were
we looking strong in meeting
our own needs for the year,
for the first time we did not
even have to put up special
giving reminders in our
church bulletin. At our last
council meetings, we were
discussing how to give more
to help support partner organ-
izations as they faced finan-
cial short falls at the year end.

Over the past 20 years,
the Lord has been so faithful
with the financial needs of
WHCC. A dubious giving
pattern, however, has also
been observed over the years

GROWING IN GENEROSITY

in our church. Namely, the
gap between our giving and
our budget/expense always
gradually widen over the first
nine months, and by October-
November, we would be high-
lighting the church’s financial
needs in the bulletin, and then
we would make up the ground
over the last 6-8 weeks with a
flurry of extra giving to finish
in the black.

Something happened
in 2010 that was slightly dif-
ferent.

Offering in the first
six months of 2010 followed
our historic pattern of grow-
ing deficit. In fact, giving was
lower than the same period
the year before, reflecting the
common trend in many
churches that most believe to
be related to the economic
downturn. | remember we
talked about the situation in
the church council, but we did
not take any action, except
reminding one another to
pray. Then somehow we end-
ed the year without the typical
year end reminders to give. |

By Pastor David Hsu

kept thinking, what’s different
about 20107

In September, our
whole church went through a
sermon series called The
Treasure Principle, based up-
on the book of the same name
by Randy Alcorn. In fact, our
Meta small groups all studied
the book concurrently, along
with many of our Chinese
leaders. Together we learned
about the link between stew-
ardship and discipleship. Alt-
hough I would love to point to
the stewardship teaching as
the turning point for 2010,
somehow it is still not the
whole story.

Looking back, I saw
2010 as a year where we were
called to give more of our-
selves as a church. In Febru-
ary, we hosted the very first
citywide joint missions con-
ference in February, stretch-
ing our people and resources
as we were called upon to
serve the greater body of
Christ. In June, just before
our church anniversary Sun-
day, we hosted a major fund-
raising ministry banquet for
Lifeline for Seamen ministry.
It was a major mobilization of
our people and many gave
generously. By God’s grace,
Lifeline for Seamen was more
than able to reach their fund-
raising target that evening. In
August, we held a cancer ben-
efit concert fundraiser for our



sister Cathy Rambo. An
amazing assortment of acts
ranging from AD Players, Ad
Deum, and Matt Brower
joined in to help. While the
turnout was not as large as we
had hoped, by God’s grace we
were able to raise the money
needed for Cathy’s treatment.

While all of these
events were wonderful, in the
back of my mind, I cannot
help but confess that an un-
worthy thought did cross my

V¥ Kathy Rambo’s cancer
treatment concert

A CANCER BENEFIT CONCERT _

STAND WITH CATHY

mind: | wondered if all those
extra fundraisings would end
up affecting our own financial
bottom line at year end. After
all, the financial climate was
difficult all over, and we
don’t host many fundraisers
around here.

Thankfully, I am glad
that | was proven wrong, dead
wrong. We finished the year
with a clear surplus, without
having to make special ap-
peals to give as we did every
year in the past. Somehow,
our generosity led to a more
generous provision by the
Lord. Our belief in God’s
abundance led to a year of
abundance at a time of scarci-
ty. All the times when we
wondered about God’s provi-
sion, could it be that it is the
narrow-minded attitude in
giving away our treasures that
is holding back God’s gener-
ous provisions?

Following a tradition
going back to our mother
church, WHCC does not pass
the plate during our worship
services in an effort to remove
the pressure to give from the
visiting seekers. We only take
two special offerings a year: a
Good Friday offering for
world missions, and a Christ-
mas Eve offering for a local
ministry partner.

Over the last few
years, the Spirit of God has
been growing our compassion
as a church. It is one thing
for a church like ours to give
generously toward the relief
work for the Sichuan earth-
quake in China. But our hearts
and compassion have broad-
ened as our people rose up in

A Fund raising for Seamen ministry

generosity by giving joyfully
toward needs typically outside
of our sphere of concerns:
Haiti, West Sumatra, Indone-
sia, and in 2011, Japan. And
the continuing lesson seems
clear: the Lord wants us to
grow into a faithful giving
church, learning to give more
of ourselves away, and trust-
ing in His provision for our
own needs.

As we stand at this
milestone of our twentieth
anniversary, may the Lord
continue to shape WHCC as a
community after His own
heart, growing us into the
faithful, generous church that

we are called to be.¥y

Continue from p. 22, ‘W and Me’

their minds. This has greatly
inspired me. We know with
certainty that our creator and
everlasting God guides us
and watches over us always.

At the end of summer
of 2003, we moved back to
Los Angeles and joined L.A
Mandarin Baptist church.

Through the Sunday
service and Sunday school,
we continue our spiritual
renewal and growth. 1 also
sometimes lead small group
Bible study. Recently, | am
participating in Mexico short
term missions and travel with
Cantonese brothers and
sisters to Mexicali every few
months. Jen-Kuo serves in
the church’s kitchen ministry.
We try to make every effort
to be friends with our
neighbors and hope to lead
them to know God.

In WHCC, we
experienced spiritual growth,
going from drinking milk to
eating solid food. We also
practiced serving God with
the right heart and attitude.
It is all because of His grace.
Apostle Paul said “to offer
your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing
to God”. | feel that even
offering my life as a living
sacrifice is not enough to
repay His almighty, gracious
love.

Time, pain, and
setbacks will pass. But God
is gracious and faithful and
He will be with us forever.
When we follow Him closely,
He will walk with us.
Studying His Word will
strengthen our spiritual life.
Exercise prayer, for prayers
keep the Devil away. Invite
the Holy Spirit to purify our
hearts and to bring people to
God. Hallelujah, praise the

Lord. %

27



Biography

By Pastor Andrew Bywater

Greetings WHCC! | was born in San Francisco
in 1969, and grew up in the SF Bay Area. | went to
Occidental College in Los Angeles and graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in Philosophy in 1991.
More importantly, that is where God rescued me
from a life of sin and unbelief and | was born again.

| was very active in our college fellowship,
and after graduating | began serving with Intervarsi-
ty Christian Fellowship at the Claremont Colleges in
Los Angeles. After five years, God called me to the
mission field in Taiwan, where | spent six years
learning Mandarin and working on staff with Truth
Lutheran Church, ministering mainly to young work-
ing professionals and university students. It was
there that | met my wife Angela, to whom | have
been married for nearly ten years.

In 2003 we returned to San Francisco Bay
Area to plant a church in Fremont, CA. | served as
the youth pastor at a very small Chinese church for
three years while beginning my studies at Fuller

Seminary, where | finished my M.Div degree in
2008.

In 2006 we began serving at Tree of Life
church, also in Fremont, and | was on staff there
as associate pastor, working primarily with small
group leaders in the Mandarin congregation and
supervising our English-speaking youth staff.

Angela and | are both very excited about
the opportunity to come to WHCC. We are eager
to become part of the church family and serve
among you. God is doing a great work at WHCC,
and it is a privilege and an honor to be partners

with you in the work of the Gospel.y¥

A number of WHCC’s own sons and daughters
received the calls into ministry. Here is a look
back and where are they now.

Sam Lee, Came to WHCC in
1991. Now the Missions Pastor
at Vox Veniae in Austin
Graduated from Mars Hill
Graduate School in Seattle,
WA with a Master of Divinity.

fEEMHE, 2008 F'aﬂilﬁ
Vox Veniae (= # E4).

Now and Then

Sam Lee L% fi == AELIEEN
7 1991 & %] WHCC.
T 2001 F &S ﬁ“[%’ﬁ‘zﬁ' Mars Hill

7 Austin

Sam Lee
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