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The Prevailing People of God

The artwork from the resurrection station
in WHCC Stations of the Cross exhibit 2013

By Senior Pastor
| David Hsu

013 was a personal milestone for me.

God’s amazing grace allowed me to com-

plete 20 years of service at W. In the
summer of ‘93, | had just graduated from semi-
nary and came to Houston. Since then, | have
experienced an extraordinary portion of mercy
from God, to be able to grow in a loving and car-
ing church body like W. | have learned many les-
sons over these years. One lesson of which the
Lord often reminds me is something my seminary
professor said: “if a person does not give up one-
self, he or she will not be able to accomplish any-
thing for God.”

Amazing people

As | consider the grace we have received
from the Lord over the years, what stands out is
the amazing people at W who have surrendered
themselves and focused their attentions on God.
Over the years, some of them have already gone
to be with the Lord, some have moved away,
thankfully many more are still serving with us,
and many more are just emerging. This is the
idea behind our theme for 2013 — The Prevailing
People of God, letting the will of God triumph in
our lives. The future of our church depends on
passing the baton to a new faithful generation
who love the Lord. Our challenge is to become a
people who will gladly lay down ourselves and
make God Himself the center of our lives — letting
Him prevail in our lives.

In 2013, we have had another fruitful
year of equipping disciples to do the work of
ministries to build up the body of Christ. Our
Chinese Stephen Ministry has entered into its
fifth generation of training, developing a group of
well-equipped co-workers to accompany people
to journey through the valleys of life. We are
seeing very encouraging growth in many areas:
the continual training of our small group co-
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workers, the establishment of a new family
ministry team, the newly launched marriage
mentoring ministry, support group ministry
for single parents and those caring for aging
parents, as well as seminary-level training
for our Chinese-speaking co-workers.

The unity between our church coun-
cil and pastoral staff has always been an im-
portant source of thanksgiving for me. A
commitment to humility, teachability, and
teamwork has kept us growing. | thank eve-
ryone for the loving support our staff re-
ceives, whether it is during the holidays, or
at the annual clergy appreciation month, we
are always encouraged by the love from our
people.

Changes in 2013

2013 brought new changes to our
staff team. After two years of internship, Ric
Sun became our youth ministry director. Ric
brings so much energy into our youth and
sports ministries! | am grateful for our dear
sister Maa-Shiow Lin who had served faith-
fully as church administrator for nine years.
| have learned much from her prayerful

Pastors and several council members from 2012-13

heart in managing
the complexity of
church manage-
ment. While we
will miss Maa-
Shiow, we praise
God for bringing

Tom Hsu, a for-
mer deacon at W, to be our new administra-
tor. The Lord also heard our prayers as He
brought Jack Yang to our team to be our new
facility manager at year end. Last but not
least, | thank God for everyone’s prayers and
support for my own family. | thank God for
Cheryl, Nathan, and Hannah. | don’t know
how | would be able to serve without their
loving patience and support for me.

Our pulpit theme for 2013, the Pre-
vailing People of God, took us through an
extensive year-long teaching on ecclesiology
(the theology of church). In addition to our
study through Book of Ephesians, we also
tackled some tough issues facing today’s
church such as Eros Defiled, Eros Redeemed,
Men and Women in Ministry, and Church
Membership. Although not everyone is
comfortable with these concepts, the discus-
sions brought us to a deeper place as we

seek to respond to the challenge of fol-
lowing Jesus.

Ministry always needs continual
renewal. We are seeing fresh changes
and transformations in many areas. From
the way our Meta’s lay leaders are shep-
herding, to the changes in how Chinese
ministry is doing reception and follow up,
we are exploring and learning how to do
things better. Over Easter weekend, our
arts co-workers put together Because of
Love- Stations of the Cross, a phenomenal
arts exhibit featuring art works from our
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own people to help us meditate on the love
of God on the cross.

To help our baptismal candidates to
have more time to share their spiritual
journeys and have a more memorable bap-
tism experience, we moved the baptisms in
the Chinese service to Sunday afternoon to
allow for a more intimate time for testimo-
ny and prayers. In our effort to overcome
tardiness in worship, we began a 15-minute
pre-worship devotional time to encourage
people to arrive early to prepare their
hearts.

We also started a new monthly
church-wide prayer meeting on the first
Wednesday night of each month to
strengthen the corporate prayer life of the
church. We launched the 345 Bible reading
movement to challenge every member to
finish reading the New Testament in a year.

We also saw significant progress in
our facility situation. In addition to com-
pleting the expansion and remodeling of
the chapel, the council established a FARM
(Facility & Asset Reserve Management)
committee to better steward our physical
facility. FARM accomplished much in its
first year as we completed important
maintenance work for parking lot drainage
and preservation, as well as fresh paint to
maintain the appearance of the building.

Planting and missions

It has been almost two years since
our North Houston church plant was
launched. Under the leadership of Pastor
and Mrs. Chu, English Minister Ted Cox,
and all the coworkers, the Lord has con-
tinued to grace our church plant with
quality growth. Whenever | speak at
NHCC, | always see new faces that | do

Annual staff retreat, including Minister Ted Cox

at NHCC (4th from the left, front)

not recognize and sense a vibrant spirit in

their midst. Even more encouraging to me
is to see NHCC sending out their first
short-term missions team to Taiwan to
work among the Hakka’s last summer.
They did this in spite the fact that NHCC
is always short-handed in the summer
due to many going back to Asia to visit
families. And the return of the short-term
team has further raised their passion to
serve the Lord!

We also continued to make pro-
gress in missions. Sister Cheery Young
stepped out in faith to take up the mis-
sions deacon’s position. Our new missions
committee has added new blood from
different congregations. Since the 2013
joint-missions conference, our sister
churches have worked together to ex-
plore joint missions opportunity in Belize.
Moreover, | am excited to see us sending
out our first short-term team to work
with our own missionary to serve among
a minority people group.

In 2013, we are also blessed to
see more of our young people like Joshua



With Tuck-Leong, Sabrina and their family before
they moved back to Asia

Chen, Tiffany Hsiau, and Daniel Du entering
into full time campus or city ministry, as well
as our Mandarin young adults joining the
summer Seamen’s Ministry with Chaplain
Thomas Tao. In addition, leaders from both
Chinese and English congregation joined to-
gether to assist Galveston church’s students’
outreach. We have also begun to learn how
to do long term strategic planning in mis-
sions.

WHCC has always been very blessed,
and the “to whom much is given, much is ex-
pected” principle places more responsibility
on us in the kingdom. In 2013, we continue
our partnership with World Vision as our
people gave generously for the Oklahoma
tornado and Filipino Typhoon relief projects.
The Christmas offering last year was given to
the local Chinese Christian group Light & Salt
Association. Our overall missions budget is
growing toward the goal of reaching 20% of
our total budget within 5 years.

We teamed up again with our Hispan-
ic church partner in the fall Community
Health Fair, serving the poor in our commu-
nity. We added new services like free flu
shots, and we again saw people receiving
Christ at this event! The Lord continues to be

gracious with church’s finances through the
faithful tithe and offering of our people, as
we conclude the year with surpluses.

Challenges

Looking back at 2013, although there
are many thanksgivings, we also face
daunting challenges ahead. We have long ob-
served that the quality of Bible study in
many small groups needs improvements, in-
dicating an urgent need to strengthen the
Bible study skills of our people. In many are-
as from church council, Sunday School, wor-
ship, children and youth ministries, we are
facing great needs for new co-workers and
leaders.

Although many signed up for the 345
New Testament reading in the beginning of
2013, only a small number were able to com-
plete the challenge. Many families are strug-
gling with the issues of our broken society,
and we clearly are long way off from devel-
oping a true disciple-making culture. | often
hear pastors lament in agreement with the
Apostle Paul that “For everyone looks out for
their own interests, not those of Jesus

Christ.” (Phil 2:21). To become a prevailing
2013 Mother's Day program




people of God, we are in need of laying down
our own concerns, and insisting on the con-
cerns of the Lord before our own.

Selflessness

The Lord has an amazing plan and
purpose for His church — that we should be-
come the prevailing people of God. | believe
this is not so much about our prevailing over
others, but God Himself prevailing in our
lives, leading us to prevail over the challeng-
es of our times, over selfishness and pride,
over our past failures, over the bondage of
persisting sins, over worldly temptations,
over our own weaknesses and fears, so that
we may been victorious in Him. Acts 19 gives
us a picture of how the early church pre-
vailed, as disciples were made, the gospel
boldly proclaimed, great things happening in
the body, many new people coming to Christ,
and an increasing reverence for God in peo-
ple’s hearts: “so the word of the Lord grew
mightily and prevailed.” (Act 19:20 NRS)

Tom Brokaw in his book “The Greatest
Generation” interviewed men and women
who grew up during the most difficult eco-
nomic time in this nation’s history, the Great
Depression of the 1930’s, and then fought
selflessly to help the Allies to win World War
Il. Brokaw coined the term and called that
generation “the Greatest Generation” be-
cause of their selfless way of life, formed out
of their conviction of what is right, they gave
of themselves to meet the challenge of their
generation and made America into the Super-
power today. Brokaw’s link between the
greatest and the selfless is interesting. | think
he is on to something.

In my 20 years of serving here, |

With our graduated seminarians

thank the Lord for a beautiful selflessness
that has characterized this local body of
Christ. Many men and women have given
themselves selflessly and humbly to the Lord.
They bring glory to God’s church, and their
love for God and His church please the Lord.
We need to continue building up and becom-
ing this kind of disciple. | am convinced that
our God’s abundant grace will continue in the
years ahead, as we become a people of com-
munion, community, and commission, and
truly a prevailing people of God.Q

Pastor David and Cheryl with their children,
Nathan and Hannah




Becoming the Prevailing People of

God at Meta

By Pastor
Andrew Bywaters

here have

been a num-
ber of highlights this last year
for Meta. We baptized two new adult members
(Miguel Reynoso and Jennifer Sham), the first
adult baptisms we have experienced in over
two years. After a year of steady decline, Sun-
day service attendance has recovered, Sunday
School attendance has increased 25%, and
small groups have increased in vitality and
strength. The arrival of Pastor Edward Lee has
breathed new life into our young adult minis-
try, and as will be mentioned below, outreach
and evangelistic efforts are finally beginning to
bear fruit. Finally, a number of people, includ-
ing youth, participated in Project 345, reading
through the New Testament in 2013. For some,
it was their very first time to complete the NT,
and | am certain we will continue to see the
fruit of their efforts decades from now.

What stands out for me, though, is

how God has graciously began revealing weak-

nesses in the Meta community. Our church-
wide theme for 2013 has been the church, and
a close look at the Biblical understanding of
what it means to be the church has revealed a
number of challenges that we face as a congre-
gation. The call to commit to God’s people
through formal membership has been difficult
for many people to accept, and as we have
probed the reasons for that a number of things
have become clear. Some have had difficult
experiences with authority; others have not
yet developed the level of depth and trust in
their friendships with other church members
that allows for the deeper risk and vulnerabil-
ity inherent in true Christian community. Final-
ly, and most importantly, a number of people
have not so fully experienced the grace of God
that they are willing to entrust themselves ful-
ly to the people of God. We are very much a
work in progress.

But the work is progressing, and signs
of the Holy Spirit at work to grow us into the
measure of the stature of Christ are evident
and abundant. Our young adults in particular,
under the leadership of Pastor Edward, have
made tremendous progress in building commu-
nity, and even within our family small groups




these issues are being talked about. In addi-
tion, rather than turning inward and becoming
self-focused and trying to build community for
community’s sake, we are seeing people work
together for the spread of the Gospel and care
for the least. About mid-year we began to see
an upsurge in the number of newcomers to
our Sunday Service, and it has been very en-
couraging to see our members work together
to welcome and follow-up with these newcom-
ers. Several people worked together with Pas-
tor Edward to teach a Sunday School class for
seekers about the person of Jesus Christ in the
Gospel of Mark, and a number of our members
have been enthusiastic in welcoming these
seekers into their homes and lives. And this is
where true community will be forged — not
primarily through introspective, self-focused
conversation (though that, too, is a necessary
component), but through laboring together in
bringing the good news of the Gospel and the

life-changing and eternity-changing power of

- the love of Jesus Christ, “standing firm in
one spirit, with one mind striving side by
side for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians
1:27).

The pursuit of community through
mission, and particularly through evange-
lism, will continue into 2014. Only as people
work together with a common purpose will the
trust and connection necessary for Biblical
community develop. Our healing as a commu-
nity is coming through reaching out to others
in love, and | believe that as we do that God
will stretch out His arm to build, establish,
restore, and heal us as a congregation. We
prevail as God’s people by entering into God’s
mission, by becoming “fishers of men” togeth-
er. The grace of God is greater than the obsta-
cles facing us as a community, and | have full
confidence that the depth and intimacy and
trust that God wants us to walk in with each
other will gradually permeate our community,
and that the prophecy of Jesus — “By this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another” — will be in-

creasingly fulfilled in us.Q




A burning-bush-kind-of calling

By Youth Director: Ric Sun

Left to right: Ric, Jodi, Jocelyn

Winter Retreat 2014

t Horeb, the angel of the Lord appeared to

Moses in flames of fire from within a bush that

did not burn up. Moses thought, “I will go over
and see this strange sight — why the bush does not burn up.”
When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to
him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said,
“Here | am.” (Exodus 3:1-4)

It has been almost 3 years since | started this amazing
journey with West Houston Chinese Church (W). It seems like
yesterday when God’s burning-bush-kind-of calling was revealed
and my roller-coaster-type-of adventure unfolded.

In December 2010, | was wrapping up my studies at
Houston Baptist University and was preparing to embark on a
long-awaited journey to make a living to provide for my family. A
negative economic climate shook up my well-planned and spar-
kling bright future. It was difficult for recent graduates to find a
job that year and even more difficult to find a job in the particu-
lar counseling field for which | held a degree. Even after a couple
of interviews and connections to several non-profit organiza-
tions, | had no job. However, | was certain that our sovereign
God would provide a place for me.
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In the meantime, my
wife, Jocelyn and | were
invited to attend a re-
treat called Render,
hosted by several Chi-
nese churches in Texas.
The purpose of the re-
treat was for people to
discern whether serving
God vocationally was a
calling for them. During
the retreat, Jodi, our
youth minister, initiated
a conversation with
Jocelyn and me to share
the opportunity to serve
in the youth ministry as a
full-time intern. While | was grateful for the recognition
and opportunity given by Jodi and the church, | was
skeptical. | felt that an internship at W was an entry-
level job. Internships were for recent college graduates,
single people who had no family to support—a place to
test the water for a future career. |, on the other hand,
was a married man with a master’s degree, a crystal
clear ambition, and a promising career ahead!

Each day, during the first 3 months after | had
graduated, | would wake up in the morning, turn on my
laptop, browse posted job opportunities, revise and
send my resume, attend an interview, wait for a re-
sponse, and repeat. During this period, Pastor David
graciously met with me several times. He responded to
many of my doubts regarding the youth internship, es-
pecially in the area of finances. Our former youth dea-
con, Jesse Hu, also helped me to catch the vision of the
work in youth ministry. My heart, however was hard-
ened and | persisted in seeking jobs other than that of
being a youth intern. I lived in my own fantasy world in
which | believed | deserved something better.

| gave myself a time frame of 6 months to find
a job. If | did not find a job after 6 months, | would con-
sider the internship. One Saturday afternoon, Jocelyn
called me from the bedroom while doing her devotion
and said, “Hey Ric, | think God has something for you.” |
was puzzled about what she said, so | went to her. She
showed me Matthew 6:19-21 and told me to read it.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

The moment | finished reading this passage, |
was astonished and speechless. My witty wife on the
other hand gave me a smirk and a wink. While | walked

Fellowship with
class of 2014

out of the bedroom, Jesus took hold of my heart with a
“burning-bush-kind-of” calling and a heart transfor-
mation! | sought affirmation from Jocelyn and she quick-
ly replied with a serious voice, “It would be a great hon-
or for you to serve our Lord at W.” With such a compel-
ling and convicting message and an explicit affirmation
from the word of God, | could hardly contain my excite-
ment. | approached Pastor David the very next day be-
fore the service started and told him, “You know what,
God has spoken, | want to take the offer now.” And he
replied jubilantly, “Yes, praise the Lord!”

At Horeb, Moses received the calling from God
to lead His people of Israel out of Egypt. Moses respond-
ed to the calling with timidity and anxiety. Moses hag-
gled with God’s commandment by giving a number of
absurd excuses. Not only did Moses show his fears of
inferiority and inadequacy, but also his unbelief in his
role of fulfilling God’s plan for the people of Israel.

Like Moses, | was a timid and wicked man. | ran
away from God and from His calling. My mind was bom-
barded by the desires of the flesh. My sinful tendencies
pushed me to focus on worldly gain. | did not realize my
heart was disobedient and my mind was distorted until
God delivered His powerful words to break down my
idols of pride, success, security, and money. As Hebrews
11:1 says, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for
and assurance about what we do not see.” When God
calls us, we must respond by faith. It is not a blind leap
in the darkness, but a full trust in God. The verse re-
minded me of God'’s providence and sovereignty to
cause me to trust in the Gospel that He had planted in
my heart a number of years ago. This mind-boggling
experience has escalated my faith to a whole new level
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where | bowed down before
Him in my all in all adoration
and surrender. And here |
am, landed in youth minis-
try.

March 2014
marked the 4th year of my
journey with W’s youth min-
istry. Since | responded to
the calling from God, youth
ministry has been the anchor
of my heart. God has made
my zealous and my love for
youth ministry has grown
deeper and stronger. People
have asked me, “Why do you
love youth ministry? My answer is simple: 1. | love
God and the Gospel, 2. | love youth, 3. | love witness-
ing the youth being transformed by the Gospel, 4. If
you do not know already, our youth will be our next
generation and future leaders at the church and in
the world, 5. | desire to be the loving and spiritual
mentor in this bumpy and challenging phase of their
lives in which there are not enough workers.

The culture of today’s youth ministry is
changing. Youth workers are facing many challenges.
Our youth are raised in the age of tolerance and un-
certainty. They are not equipping their knowledge in
theology, but in technology. The Gospel becomes a
list of dos and don’ts. Approximately 80% of youth
abandoned their faith in college (Sticky Faith, 2011).
Media distortion corrupts the minds of our youth.
Without question, this world is a battlefield to our
youth and the people who claim themselves as Chris-
tian. In fact, if we were of the world, then we would
not be with
Jesus (John
15:19) and in
James 4:4 it
says, “...don’t
you know that
friendship with
the world
means enmity
against God?”
These daunting
facts and statis-
tics should not
paralyze us, but
help us to sense
the urgency and
step out from

Youth teacher appreciation Day

the sidelines and be one of the
many key players in this minis-
try.

It is our earnest prayer that the
7 years of their time in youth
ministry will be a defining mo-
ment for our W students. We
pray that Jesus would build
their faith on the solid rock and
dwell in their hearts through
faith, being rooted and estab-
lished in love (Ephesians 3:17).
We pray that parents will not
only raise their kids in church,
but in Christ.

We are in need of youth work-
ers because all of the work cannot be done without
laborers. “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are
few.” (Luke 10:2) We invite all of you who have a pas-
sion for youth to pray for God to enable your heart to
serve and partner up with us for our future hope. It is
understandable that you might feel intimidated or
inadequate, plagued with doubts and concerns like
Moses or | on the thought of serving in the ministry.
My encouragement to you is to keep in mind that God
often calls ordinary people to do extraordinary works.
So fear not!

It is our fervent prayer that like Isaiah, once
you are called, you will be strong and courageous to
respond to the calling by faith. When the Lord asked
Isaiah, “Whom shall | send and who will go for us?”
Isaiah said, “Here | am. Send me.” (Isaiah 6:8)Q

Youth Praise Night




Steps of
Faith

By Jodi Chung

f you know me, | like to plan

things. | plan our vacations, | plan

youth ministry events, | planned
what each of us would wear tonight! So it
should come as no surprise that long before |
got married, | planned to adopt. Unbeknownst
to Mike, my plan was this: have 3 children - 1
biological, 1 adopted and 1 from whichever way
proved the least painful!

Through a friend who adopted, | began
to understand the spiritual parallels: we are all
adopted into God’s family by faith in Christ. We
all began with nothing, yet with God as our
heavenly Father, we are given the riches of a
heavenly inheritance. Whatever the Father has,
he gives to us as sons and daughters adopted
into his family through Jesus Christ.

After Mike and | were married, | was
surprised that getting pregnant naturally be-
came my overriding focus. In fact, | got cold
feet thinking about adoption. Part of me wanted
to begin the paperwork immediately, knowing
the wait for a child from China could take years,
yet fears about the unknowns crept in. Not
knowing the child’s birth parents, what if he
has health conditions in the future? What if the

We love our new

child never bonds with us? What about the
costs and paperwork? How would friends and

family respond - would they always view our
child as not our own? If we got pregnant -
would we favor the biological one over the
adopted one? | continued to pray about adop-
tion and initiated conversations with Mike, who
at the time was not as ready to think about this
option of starting a family.

The summer after our first year of mar-
riage, | took the youth to LA for summer mis-
sions. God spoke to me through the community
of missionaries there. Many of them welcomed
orphans into their young families with children,
who loved and accepted their new sibling un-
conditionally as their own. For these families,
adoption was not something you worried about;
it was a happy choice stemming from faith and
trust in God. Their attitude was not, “why would
you adopt?” but rather, “why not?” | began to
realize perhaps God was asking us to introduce
adoption into the culture of our faith communi-
ty. Furthermore, this thought prevailed: “Would
not the God of love give us all the love we need
to raise an adopted child?” Ready to move for-
ward, | talked to Mike more seriously about the
matter.

11
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By the end of the year we had submitted
our application with Chinese Children Adoption
International (CCAIl)...and continued to pray for
pregnancy. This may sound obvious, but I've
come to accept that it’s natural to want your
own flesh and blood. It’s how God made us! Not
being able to conceive, | tried to replace those
desires with the social responsibility of rescuing
orphans, thinking I’d rather adopt all my kids
than have my “own.” This is partly true given
stories | hear about labor pains and the risks of
miscarriage and genetic abnormalities the older
you get. But it was also my coping mechanism to
deal with being barren. Most coping mechanisms
only leave you broken and in denial.

To be honest, thinking about infertility is
a hard pill to swallow. | still grieve

the loss of this natural ability that Cole with big sisters at church

everyone else seems to have. |
struggle when people say we only
adopted because we couldn’t have
children. Infertility is a label no
one prepared me for. In all the
stories of women with closed
wombs in the Bible - Sarah, Ra-
chel, Hannah, Elizabeth - all even-
tually conceived. So why not me?

| praise God for our staff
team who helped me realize that
anything other than having chil-
dren from your own womb is not a
lesser choice or plan B. When Je-
sus came to bring us new life, the
emphasis switched from biologyto
theology, from the physical to the
spiritual, from flesh and blood to Spirit and
truth. Our priority isn’t on generating a line of
offspring to carry on our own family name, but
offering up a generation raised to worship the
Lord.

After 5 years of waiting, this past March
we brought Cole home and it’s been the sweet-
est 9 months of our lives. We doubt that any
baby we give birth to could surpass the love we
have for Cole. Our hearts attached to him as our
very own from the first moment we received him
into our arms. We are still amazed by this grace
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that has been given to us
and are proud to tell Cole
he is our first adopted
child. God has changed
our hearts tremendously.

In closing, adop-
tion has been filled with
many steps of faith along

the way:

Balloon for mom

1. Faith with finances. Adoption can cost
a year’s salary for some. We trusted God to pro-
vide and believe there’s no better way to use
our savings than to give a child a chance at life!
It helped that God has blessed us with a gener-
ous church family - you donated clothing, threw
a huge shower for us and gave us
S with things | never knew we
: needed! I’'m also thankful for my
mom who funded our travel ex-
penses and moreover, supported
us in every way throughout the
process. Thanks to all of you, we
have never felt alone and Cole has
been loved and spoiled even be-
fore his homecoming!

2. Faith to adopt a special needs
child. Initially, our application
with CCAl was for a healthy in-
fant. However, we were told that
the wait could be up to 8 years
for a healthy child of either gen-
der and were given the option to
switch to the “Waiting Child” pro-
gram. These are kids with health conditions
ranging from minor physical deformities to ma-
jor developmental delays. Orphanages in China
are filled mostly with special needs children.
Were we prepared for that, especially with our
first child? By God’s grace, we received Cole
whose only “special need” was a cleft lip. For
our second Waiting Child adoption, we know our
faith could be stretched to accept a child who
may have more serious needs.

3. Faith to face life change. As Mike
mentioned, we knew our lives would never be

To be continued on p.18



By Clara Chen

“Give a little love to a child, and you get a great deal back.” John Ruskin

recently read a book called

Tuesdays with Morrie by

Mitch Albom. The book attracted my attention
for several reasons. Morrie was a teacher,
and | am a teacher. Morrie suffered from Lou
Gehrig’s disease; my dad is suffering from a
form of Lou Gehrig’s disease as well. Morrie
had a student who was impacted greatly by his
life, and who ended up writing about his be-
loved teacher with whom he met every Tues-
day. In the same way, we have a Beloved
Teacher who is asking us to make an impact on
a little one’s life. Not on Tuesdays, but on Sun-

days...

The Children’s Ministry is a growing
and exciting ministry! We have 130-150 kids

ranging from babies to 5th grade, and about
100 caring volunteers who work with the chil-
dren every Sunday. We are passionate about
this ministry because our kids are the heart-
beat of our church. While they are young, this
is a prime time to tell the little ones about
God’s love for them and His message of salva-
tion. According to the Barna Group
(www.barna.org), 43% of adults professing to
be Christians made a decision to follow Christ
before the age of 13, when their hearts were
still tender and open to the Gospel. | myself
accepted Christ at the age of 10, and cannot
stress how this fact drives home the im-

portance of an effective Children’s Ministry.

Therefore, the goal and direction of the

Children’s Ministry here at W is Partnering To-

13
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gether to Grow Young Followers of Christ. In order ways: by teaching, or-

to do so, the Children’s Ministry aims to disciple ganizing materials, ar-

the little ones through Sunday School, family ori- ranging quarterly break-
ented events, service projects, and other activi- fasts, and connecting

ties. In 2013, the Children’s Ministry organized with other parents. It
events that encouraged the kids’ appreciation of was exciting to see that
family, service to the community, and a love for both the Chinese and

God’s Word. During Easter, the kids participated English congregations

in an Easter egg hunt, followed by an Easter pro- were united in their de-
gram led by Gina Cheung, our enthusiastic worship sire to work together Easter egg hunt
leader, who shared the gospel with the kids using towards a common objective.

the giant Evangecube.
& & The Children’s Ministry wants to sup-

Later on in the semester, port parents by creating leadership
the kids had the opportunity to opportunities for them in Sunday
show their love and appreciation for School, as well as creating and improv-
their moms and dads by performing ing venues for them to communicate

in the Mother’s Day and Father’s with the church leadership. For this

Day presentations, respectively. - reason, we have started a PTA Leader-
The kids were also involved in mak- Gospel presentation ship Team, and a weekly newsletter to
ing packages for the homeless to keep parents informed of news related
share God’s love with them. In Sun- to Sunday School and activities hap-
day School, the nursery babies pening in the Children’s Ministry. Our
heard about God’s creation, animals ultimate goal is to work together with

and food. In the Little Lambs the parents to nurture children who

(Hoppers — Pre-K), as well as in the demonstrate their love for God by

elementary grades, the children attending Sunday School regularly,
learned various stories from the Old and New Tes- memorizing Bible verses and retelling Bible sto-
tament. ries, having devotions with their families, inviting

friends to church, and eventually serving other
Working alongside parents to foster a firm y g

foundation in their children’s spiritual formation children, parents and the community.
has been an important part of . We want our children to be
achieving our ministry goal. In more like Jesus. Won’t you consider
October, we had our very first Par- our Lord’s calling to make disciples
ent Teacher Association meeting, of all nations, starting with the chil-
in which we discussed the vision dren at W? You never know which
and direction of the Children’s student’s life will be impacted by

Ministry. Parents can be involved | spending Sundays with YOU!! Q

in Children’s Ministry in different |Teacher appreciation breakfast
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Boasting in

By: Julia Zhang

==

]
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€€ ? once called a friend and sched-

uled a date with her to cry. “

These were the words spoken to us by
our Meta women’s retreat speaker, Lisa Cra-
ven. Lisa is a member of Fort Bend Community
Church, a wife and mother, a former mission-
ary of 18 years and ESL teacher at Rice Univer-
sity. Though | only knew her from a distance, |
saw that Lisa is a woman with the imperishable
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in
God's sight is very precious (1 Peter 3:4). She
is beautiful, intelligent, and strong, yet she is
not afraid to cry with others.

As | reflected on Lisa’s message, | tried
to remember times when | had shared my
struggles with others. My mind drew a blank. |
could recall sharing my testimony about over-
coming trials, but | could not remember shar-
ing my sorrows while | was still in the pits. |
have never called a friend, just to cry. In the
midst of confusion and chaos, | would gritted
my teeth, cling to the Lord, and retreat from

Meta women'’s retreat speaker, Lisa Craven

community to a quiet place where | could
nurse my own wounds.

But was | being strong by fighting my
own battles in isolation? | know | wanted to be
strong. | wanted to be the giver, the lover, the
provider. In my mind, sharing about fears, fail-
ures and struggles would make me weak. But
there were many moments in life when the
Lord weakened me, when | felt like | was so
inundated by fear or doubt that | was gasping
for air. Even in those dark moments, was | be-
ing strong by concealing my weakness?

Perhaps not. | fear rejection and hu-
miliation; | don’t like putting myself in a situa-
tion where | could be misunderstood or pitied.
| don’t want to disappoint God or burden oth-
ers. But perhaps | am missing out on some-
thing. | forget that even our deepest sorrows,
struggles, and disappointments can be shared
with others, and God can use even that for His
glory.

Throughout the retreat, | heard testi-
monies of faithful sisters, their stories did not

15
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yet have a “happily ever after.” | saw the hope Meta Women’s Retreat Theme: Hope
they clung to as they continued to wrestle with
dark things, and the Holy Spirit ministered to

me. The Lord used the messy lives of sisters to Highlights: Romans 8:18-21.
give me hope; he used the stories of unresolved For I consider that the sufferings of this pre-
trials of others to minister to my heart. sent time are not worth comparing with the

glory that is to be revealed to us. For the cre-

I thank the Lord for sweet sisters who ation waits with eager longing for the reveal-

had the boldness to share, the audacity to de- ing of the sons of God. For the creation was
clare that they are sinners in need of Christ, subjected to futility, not willingly, but be-

and the strength to be weak. Because of their cause of him who subjected it, in hope that the
testimonies, | left the retreat feeling more creation itself will be set free from its bond-

age to corruption and obtain the freedom of

hopeful. | know | may be misunderstood or re-
P Y the glory of the children of God.

jected as | share about my fears, failures, and
vulnerabilities; but as | share and boast about
my weaknesses, Christ will be exalted. For in my Favorite Quote:

weakness, Christ is made strong. In my weak- . . .
8 Y “We all experience futility and frustration,

such as in the form of aging, loss of loved
ones, disappointment, and unfulfilled dreams.

ness, His grace is sufficient. Therefore | will
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so

that the power of Christ may rest upon me (2 But futility and frustration is not the absence
Corinthians 12:9). | praise God for this year’s of hope. Instead, experiences of futility teach
women’s retreat and pray that the Lord will us the hard lessons of where to put our hope.”

continue to work mightily among the women at - Lisa Craven

WHCC. Q

Pictures from left to right: 1. Bunko 2. birthday girls 3. jewelry making

Continued from p.14

the same. Cole came to us a frightened, fearful, helpless little toddler. He had no concept of parents or
family life; now he often repeats the phrase, “Mommy Daddy Grandma, Me...family!”. And if you ask him,
“what else?” He’ll say, “Grandma, Grandpa, Luby’s!” (they spoil him by taking him to his favorite American
restaurant) © He didn’t know our spoken language but God had written in his heart the language of love.
The transformation we have seen in Cole’s life is tremendous because love is the context for growth. In
the same way, our lives will never be the same. A little boy from a poor city in China; a young boy from
Nazareth. A child abandoned from birth; a son of questionable birth, born in a manger. Jesus came to us a
helpless babe and became the Savior of the world. Sometimes the biggest gifts come in the most humble
forms.Q
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Green Team on a Mission

By: Samantha Du

t has been humbling to serve with the
WHCC green team. 2013 was a special
year for us. I’'ll share with you our story:

My story begins in the fall of 2012; | had
just graduated from college and started attending
WHCC regularly again. | had been invited to a
newcomers’ welcome social at the Chan’s resi-
dence and there | got to talk to Bing Yao. During
our conversation, we found out that we both
have a passion to clean up the environment and
that he had attempted to form a green committee
at W in the past. From there, we went back to
our homes happily but not thinking much of this
conversation. Still, the idea of “greening up” the
church remained in the back of my mind.

By the grace and will of God, | somehow
thought to contact Bing again in January of 2013
about starting a sustainability movement at
church. | have had a strong desire to care for the
earth since childhood and now work as an envi-
ronmental engineer. He shared with me that he
had been encouraged by Pastor David’s sermon
on environmental stewardship in 2008. He want-
ed to form a green team but needed more fire-
power and needed someone willing to lead.

Naturally, the position fell on my shoul-
ders. Leadership is not one of my strong spiritual
gifts, but out of duty and seeing the great need
our church had in this area, | obliged. Since then,
as | mentioned, it has been a humbling journey.
The green team is by no means a glamorous
group of individuals. We struggle: we struggle to
make time for this ministry, we struggle to get
responses from our emails, and we struggle to
persuade the hearts of those in the congregation.
Thanks be to God for keeping us together and for
doing His great work through us. It is a sober re-
minder that life is full of difficulties, but God still
manages, with great ease, to use us for His glory.
We thank Him for choosing us!

In 2013, the green team has helped W
with reminders about bringing utensils/cups from
home, spring cleaning recycling, and utensil sets
sale. On the side, we’ve brainstormed ideas, vol-
unteered with a green booth in the community,
and helped with recycling at church. Our ideas
are big, and we do in fact want to save the envi-
ronment, but we’re learning to take it one step
at a time and give it up to God. Please pray for
wisdom and successful impact in our ministry.

Lastly, a thank you, for all the team
members for your support and dedication: Bing
Yao, Ching Chan, Ching-Wern Tye, Christina Lee,
Connie Chao, David and Alice Wen, Eugene
Leong, Hannah Chen, James Shen, MayLee Chang,
Miguel Reynoso, Patricia Weng, Patrick Chen, Siyi
(Amanda) Guo, Susan Wei, Teresa Hsieh, and Vic-
tor Wong. And thanks to our honorary members:
Pastor David, Julia and Paulo Liu, Kenny Chao,
Jodi Chung, and Bing Yang.

My hope and prayer is that our church
will continue to grow to love the people of the
earth, especially by protecting the environment
in which we live.

“But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the
birds of the heavens, and they will tell you; or
the bushes of the earth, and they will teach you;
and the fish of the sea will declare to you. Who
among all these does not know that the hand of
the Lord has done this? In his hand is the life of
every living thing and the breath of all mankind.”
-Job 12:7-10 Q
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Reaching the Medically
Underserved in West Houston

By Nathan Wang

ne of the many ways I've seen

God answer prayer is through
WHCC’s annual health fair for the surrounding
community. Because many of our neighbors do not
have access or the resources to seek regularly
scheduled preventive care, WHCC serves our
neighbors by holding a health fair to provide basic
medical services and consultations. Just as Jesus
intentionally sought to meet the Samaritan wom-
an’s spiritual need in John 4 by first addressing her
physical need, WHCC seeks to meet our neighbors’
spiritual needs in the same way—by first meeting
their physical needs. Each year, medical profes-
sionals and volunteers gather for a one day event
where over 100 residents in our community re-
ceive free health screenings and consultations in
both English and Spanish.

What strikes me about this event are three things:
first, the vision that has been cast by our senior
pastor David Hsu and the whole pastoral staff
guides our church as we make a difference in the
community by the power of the Holy Spirit’s living
and active presence in us. As the salt and light of
the world, we are to seek the good of our city and
to make a difference wherever we are. Secondly, |
am humbled by WHCC's desire to cross cultural

and language barriers, not only for our neighbors
but also for each other. The dozen or so members
who dedicated their time and energy to plan for
this annual event represent the three main congre-
gations at WHCC — Mandarin, Cantonese, and Eng-
lish. WHCC also partnered with a Spanish-speaking
church in our community to put on this event. The-
se partnerships display unity in the body of Christ
and obedience to God'’s call to make disciples in
the world. Lastly, | saw the hands and feet of
WHCC go out and address spiritual needs through
meeting a tangible need. | am so blessed and en-
couraged to see the hearts of our church members
who serve wholeheartedly and share the gospel
through both their words and their actions, and |
pray that the Lord will continue to use WHCC for
the furthering of His kingdom in this city.Q




International
FRIENDSHIPS

From Steve and Teresa Smith
Serving with International Friendships,
Inec. in Columbus, Ohio

ocking Hills is a State Park in

southeast Ohio known for its spec-

tacular rock formations, winding
hiking trails, and gorgeous waterfalls.

Teresa spent the last two months organizing a
trip to Hocking Hills which would include interna-
tional students and IFl staff and volunteers. The
goal of the trip was to enjoy God’s Creation while
facilitating conversations about life and building
friendships between IFl workers and international
students.

In the past, this trip has included 100-150 stu-
dents. This year, thanks to word-of-mouth adver-
tising and an efficient online sign-up system de-
vised by Teresa, over 230 international students
registered. 60 IFl volunteers agreed to give the
students rides from Columbus, Ohio, to Hocking
Hills, about an hour away.

Clear skies and perfect fall temperatures blessed
the outing. Here are some of the highlights re-
ported by IFI staff:

- George said he had more Indian students
come on this trip than ever before. Hock-
ing Hills proved to be a great bridge to
other IFl events. The students were so
happy about the trip and the friendly IFI
staff members that they decided to come
to the next IFl Indian outreach.

- Fabiola ended up giving rides to girls
from Panama, India, and China. At Hock-
ing Hills they walked with other IFl volun-
teers, so it became a great group for dis-
cussions. A visiting scholar from Chile

The Smith Family: Steve, Teresa, and

talked with Fabiola and wants to come to
the IFI Bible Study group on Friday nights.

- Gene, an IFl Bible-study leader, had 23
students who showed up and wanted to
go on the trip.

- Russ had two significant conversations
with students about the sovereignty of
God and about how ultimate Truth is
found only in God and the Bible.

- Melanie talked with a Viethnamese stu-
dent who had questions about Christiani-

ty.

From this feedback—just a sample from a handful
of staff and volunteers—we see how God had di-
vine appointments on this trip to make connec-
tions and build bridges.

Happily, 100% of the international students who
responded to a survey said that they would go on
another IFl-sponsored trip. Students said that
they loved the family atmosphere, the beautiful
scenery, meeting new friends, and spending time
with American families.

It is events like this which help to build friend-
ships and which have increased the number of
students connecting with IFI and coming to
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Christ. In the last five years, IFlI’s annual outreach to students in Columbus, Ohio, has grown from 300 stu-
dents to 1,100 students per year. In the same time period, annual “salvations” have grown from 15 to 65
per year. Rejoice with us! This is indeed good news.

Thank you for your support of our family as we continue to serve with IFl and help to create opportunities
for international students to come to know Jesus.

Love, Steve and Teresa Smith Q

Top Left:

IFI staff and international students at Hocking Hills State Park in Ohio

Top Right : IFI staff members build friendships with international students. Over
200 attended this outing.

Below: International students make the obligatory O-H-1-O sign at Hocking Hills
State Park.



“But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned
again, strengthen your brothers.” Luke 22:32

esus knew very well that Peter would have that moment of weakness, that out of his fear

of man he would stumble by denying Christ three times. Yet Jesus prayed that Peter’s faith
would not ultimately fail, and he believed that when, not if, Peter repented, God would use him
to strengthen others. Jesus pointed at Peter’s weakness and allowed it to be part of his growth,
even as He orchestrated His plan to strengthen the church through the very one who denied Him.
This is a huge encouragement to us, as the Spirit continually convicts us of our own sin and
weaknesses. And with the same truth and grace granted to us by Christ, our hope is to help lead-
ers “walk in the light” with their struggles and sin, experience grace, and strengthen the church.

For our next stage on the field we envision working with local house churches to disciple
and mentor and care for existing and potential church leaders, helping them grow not only in
competency and conviction, but mainly in character - we aim for heart transformation. We want
to create safe contexts for leaders to share their burdens, struggles, and sin, to shine the light of
the Gospel in the dark places of their hearts, to experience grace and healing. Long-term, we
hope someday to mobilize such leaders to take the gospel cross-culturally to unreached peoples,
possibly a Muslim group.

After two years of laying a foundation for our marriage stateside and serving together at
the Pearland church plant, the time has come for us to head out. Please pray for the final prepa-
rations here and for our upcoming transition to life on the field. We are blessed to have you as
partners in this wonderful Gospel of Jesus!

Your partners in the Gospel,

T, Angela, EEULOT
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