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listening

The first of which is the theme
of [Jistening. There were times in
2014 when we as a family struggled
with difficult health issues - first with
Hannah, and then[—

&

In our year-long series (33 ser-
mons!) on the Gospel of Mark, we
saw how Jesus repeatedly empha-
sized the importance of listening. He
concluded the parable of the sower
by saying, "He who has ears to hear,
let him hear." (Mar 4:9). And Jesus
rebuked the disciples: “Do you not
yet perceive or understand? Are your
hearts hardened? Having eyes do you

—]not see, and having

with Cheryl. | had to
take a month’s leave
of absence in Febru-
ary to care for my
family. What | found
most difficult during
this time was actu- _|
ally not the tasks of
caring, but the work
of listening. Listening

C.S. Lewis says that
“God whispers to us
in our pleasures,
speaks in our
conscience,
but shouts in

our pains. It is His

ears do you not hear?
And do you not re-
member?” (Mar 8:17-
18). | felt strongly
convicted that we
need to stay humble
_and listen to what
the Spirit is saying to
His church. We must
not forget the gra-

— listening to God,
listening to my fami-
ly, listening to the
people God  has
brought into my life, L=

and listening to the tough truth
about myself that | didn’t want to
hear— was difficult. C.S. Lewis says
that “God whispers to us in our
pleasures, speaks in our conscience,
but shouts in our pains. It is His
megaphone
world.” The Lord often used facts
that were hard on the ears to burst
the bubbles of my prideful imagi-
nation and wishful thinking.

to rouse a deaf

megaphone to rouse

a deaf world.”

cious work of God in
our midst;
not let attendance and
numbers, church fa-

- cility, or growth in
ministry mislead us into a false sense
of pride and contentment.

we must

A second theme that was im-
portant to me in 2014 was the theme
of treasuring. Treasuring the people

lreasuring

3 Grace Alive
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in my life; treasuring the time that |
have been given; treasuring oppor-
tunities to learn, serve, and love.
During my leave of absence, our
staff and elders stepped up without
hesitation to care for our family,
graciously filled in for me without
complaints, and ministered to us in
unforgettable ways. | have always
appreciated our leaders at W, but
this me even
more about the preciousness of the
body of Christ.

experience taught

At home, we learned the lesson
of treasuring as we sent Nathan off
to college. Things got much quieter
around the house, and it brought us
a sense of loss that is hard to de-
scribe. Cheryl and | learned to treas-
ure each other and our time with
Hannah before she also goes away
to college. Yet the hardest lesson on
this theme was the passing of a
number of very special saints of W
last year. | will remember Pastor Paul
Chen’s persistence disciple-
making and in teaching the Word of
God in spite of intense suffering. |
miss Elder Michael Chan’s passion-
ate voice interceding at prayer
meetings and his steadfast faithful-
ness to and love for God’s church. |
remember Sister Susan Hwo’s caring
spirit that was always mindful of the
needs of others, even in the last
moments of her life.

in

selzing

A third theme that looms large on
my mind is the idea of seizing.
Watching our leadership transition
from one generation to another
brings a great sense of urgency. It
is time to seize the time and op-
portunity before us; seize the mo-
ment for obedience and the shar-
ing of the Gospel; and seize the
gifts we have been given and use
them faithfully for His Kingdom,
without excuses, without hesita-
tions, and without delay.

The theme verse from our
sermon series on Mark was Mark
10:45. “For even the Son of Man
came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for
many." Service and sacrifice mark
followers of Jesus in every genera-
tion. As one generation gives way
to another, we are to follow Jesus
and the saints who have gone be-
fore us. Every generation must
take up their own God-given bat-
tles, as no one can rely on the fruit
from a previous generation’s labor.
It will take a new generation of
saints who bring serving hearts

and making joyful sacrifices to



continue the Great Commission
that we have received.

As W approaches the next
milestone of our 25" anniversary,
we face both exciting and daunting
challenges. In 2015, we are look-
ing to secure a long-term home
for our North Houston church plant
in the Woodlands. NHCC has been
outgrowing the current rental
space and will really benefit from
having her own space that would
allow for Sunday morning worship;
morning worship would be more
accommodating for young families
than the current afternoon worship
sessions. At W, we are also facing
growing space issues ourselves,
especially for our children’s minis-
try and Sunday school classes. All
these needs ultimately go back to
our ministry challenge of discipling
leaders for the future and growing
into a truly missional church of
—communhnion, community, and com-
mission. May the Lord help us lis-
ten to His leading in unity, treasure
the grace of co-laboring together,
and seize the opportunity to live
for Him in 2015. May His name be
glorified as we grow together in
Him!

5
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Grace began to abound in a

new way for Meta in 2014. In 2013 Pas-
tor Edward and | prayed that God would
bring a renewed heart for evangelism in
our congregation. We tried to push this
from the pulpit and to encourage it in
meetings with leaders and in the Path-
ways Sunday School, and we made it the
focus of our 2013 fall retreat. God an-
swered our prayers in ways far beyond
what we hoped or expected. About ten
people came to Christ in our congrega-
tion, and we baptized six adults - about
five more than in the previous three
years combined. It felt like a fresh wind
had blown through Meta. Seeing people
come to Jesus brought a palpable in-
crease in excitement and energy, and for
that we praise God.

The grace of God in the conversion
of sinners is a remarkable thing, but it is
only one component of God’s manifold
grace. Too often we recognize that we
are saved by grace, but then live our
Christian lives enslaved to a performance




ethic  that

leaves us

paralyzed

“Our HOPE for by a nag-
2015 and beyond, ging feeling
. that noth-

then, is that ing we do is
GRACE would ever good
come ALIVE in enough for
God, that

Meta.” He is al-

ways just a

little disap-

pointed with us, that we can never
quite get it right. The grace of God
seems static - as if it stays at the door
of the Christian life, welcoming us in,
but never coming in with us. The
grace of God in the person of Jesus
Christ is poorly understood and far too
infrequently experienced.

Our hope for 2015 and beyond,
then, is that grace would come alive in
Meta. Our hope is that people will see
that every second of our lives as be-
lievers is bathed in the grace of God,
and be empowered to live lives that re-
flect that grace. To that end, we will be
spending much time in 1 Peter. The
apostle Peter ends his first epistle with
the statement, “This is the true grace
of God” (1 Peter 5:12). What is the
“this”? It is not merely the blessings of
God! We are told that “this true grace
of God” is the various trials that grieve
us (1:6) and being spoken of as
“evildoers” (2:12). We are told, “this is a
gracious thing, when, mindful of God,
one endures sorrows while suffering

&

unjustly” (2:19). Marital and family
strife, suffering as Christians, suffering
in ministry - all of these things make
up the varied grace of God to believers.
Every trial that God brings or allows to
come our way is from the “God of all
grace” and will serve to show the test-
ed genuineness of our faith, which will
“result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1.7).

When we see these trials as the
true grace of God, we can respond
graciously. If we see difficult periods in
our marriages as God’s grace, we are
much more likely to respond with
grace to our spouse. If we see strife
between us and our children or our
parents as God’s grace, we have the
freedom to respond in love to our chil-
dren or parents. When we see physical
infirmity or job difficulties as God’s
grace, gratitude will replace bitterness
or dissatisfaction. The grace of God
alive in our hearts will show forth the
“excellencies of Him who called us out
of darkness and into this marvelous
light” (2:9), and people will ask for “a
reason for the hope” that is within us.
My prayer is that this grace will come
alive for Meta in 2015 and beyond and
that we will be increasingly character-
ized as a gracious people, full of hope
and freed from the discontentment and
bitterness that often characterizes the
lives of so many around us. May we
grasp and embrace the true grace of
God, and stand firm in it.

7 Grace Alive



YOUTH MINISTRY

Praise God for another year of ex-
periencing God’s faithfulness in youth

ministry at WHCC. We celebrated 6

baptisms and saw many students un-
derstand the gospel for the first time at
summer camp (Discovery and Impact).
We welcomed a huge 6™ grade class
into our youth group and delight in
seeing them transition well into middle

By Jodi Chung

school. By God’s grace we fasted for
30 hours from food and technology
with World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine
event while learning about poverty.

Over the summer we had our first
official Family Missions Trip to Dallas!
3 families (including two father-son
pairs!) along with 6 students joined
forces with Dallas Chinese Bible Church
to serve the refugee community. We
had a great time learning, praying, ver-
bally sharing our testimonies, planning
Vacation Bible School for kids and
serving others. For a few, it was the
first time on a missions trip and the
first time to share their faith with
strangers! Praise God for an impactful
trip!

W-Youth was privileged to host



our missionaries Kat Tang (Taiwan) and
Alice Yang (Bible translation), listening

to their stories and getting insight from
these former youth group members of
how God called them into missions. |
hope that many of our students will be
inspired to follow in their footsteps.
May God continue to raise up long term
missionaries from our
body.

One memorable event this year was
the Christopher Yuan conference. Prior
to hearing Christopher’s testimony, we
spoke to the youth about their views on
homosexuality. Hearing their thoughts
and misconceptions was eye opening. |
could tell they didn’t know what to do
or how to interact with these members
of our community.
agreement that the church should be
more welcoming to the LGBT.
proud of our church for inviting the Yu-
an family to speak, and after one even-
ing session, several youth repented of
their judgmental attitudes and con-
fessed a desire to extend the love of
Christ more intentionally to their gay
friends at school.

In 2014, we made the decision to

own student

But all were in

| was

&

merge Youth Service and Meta on Sun-
day mornings indefinitely. We would
learn to worship together as one body,
in one Spirit with unity. The adults
would learn to shepherd the youth in
serving in all areas of Meta, and I'm
sure our teenagers could teach adults a
thing or two :)! While it was not exactly

popular at first, | see great potential in

worshipping together. We are training
our youth to worship with adults,
something they will do in college and
beyond. We are encouraging Meta to
disciple the youth just as every summer
we give the youth opportunities to dis-
ciple the children. We are providing
venues for young and old to interact
and make connections within the
church family. As Meta matures and
sees more of their children growing in-
to youth ministry, the merge makes
possible family worship.

Looking back, I am amazed by
God’s grace in sustaining the ministry.
It is a privilege to work with my team,
to see new leaders join us (especially
parents!) and to hear testimonies of
God at work in young lives.

9 Grace Alive
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: LEAVING A SPIRITUAL LEGACY
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By Clara Chen

“..Impress them (God’s Word)
on your children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and when
you walk along the road, when you
lie down and when you get
up...” (Deuteronomy 6:7 NIV)

The year 2014 was one of the
hardest years of my life, because it

was when | lost my dad to ALS. My
loss, however, is not without hope. |
know that one day | will see my dad
again, and my heart is grateful for all
that he left behind. My father did not
leave my siblings and | a big inher-
itance or material things, but some-
thing far more important than that.
He left us a spiritual legacy. A legacy
that includes a relationship with Christ
and carrying His name in our hearts. |
am sure that if he saw his newborn

10

granddaughter today, he would want
nothing less...

According to some dictionaries,
the definition of the word /egacy is a
gift that is handed down from a pre-
decessor or from someone who has
passed away. A spiritual legacy, then,
would be a spiritual gift given to the
next generation. Back in the Old Tes-
tament days, people were encouraged
to follow specifically the laws and the
Ten Commandments that had been
given to Moses. They were to bind
these teachings in their own hearts
(Deuteronomy 6), and were to talk to
their children about it! Jesus reiterat-
ed and summarized these command-
ments into the greatest command-
ments we are to follow, “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind’; and,
‘Love your neighbor
self.”” (Mark 12:30-31 NIV).

| believe that the most important
thing you can share with your children
during this lifetime is the knowledge
of God and the love He has for us.
the grand scheme of things, nothing
else really matters. If you can instill in
them the importance of walking with
Christ, they will keep the right per-
spective in each and every situation.

as your-

In



This was something my dad constant-
ly reminded us of. He would often say
that it did not matter if we had suc-

&

| have enjoyed getting to know the
many different families at our church,
especially the children. | have learned
so much from watching each parent-
child interaction,
and believe that God

is at work in us all.
As our ministry’s
statement says, it is
 our desire to see

the parents build a

cessful careers, but what mattered

was that we did

our best and[ o
were close to| Grab every opportunity and take hold
God. And he| ofevery teachable moment to have a
was right.  At| spirtual conversation with your family
the end of his ™| ,p0ur God and His Word, and to
life, ‘he did not} . e the mmpact it has been having in
take any of his .

books, hard your own life.

work, or acco-
lades with him, only his soul.

The statement that faith starts at
home is of great significance. Our
most valuable investment is to take
time to impart these truths to our
kids, be it in the car, at home, during
bedtime, or on a road trip. Grab every
opportunity and take hold of every
teachable moment to have a spiritual
conversation with your family about
God and His Word, and to
share the impact it has
been having in your own
life. Think of ways to
spend time with your
children in prayer,
reading the Bible or !
sharing about what is
in their hearts. These
are moments they will
treasure forever.

As the Children’s
Ministry Director over
these past two years, “

home where Jesus is
the
“Partnering Together
to Grow Young Followers of Christ,”
thus, leaving a strong spiritual legacy
for the next generation. This is a high
and profound calling for each one of
us. Be sensitive to the Lord’s prompt-

foundation,

ing, and in- vest in your
child’s spir- itual life to-
day! They will  thank
you TO- MORROW!
¥
oy -
% :."\.?'o f
»,6:-
,‘:1?\‘.\0)‘
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A Testimony:
Coming Home
from College

By Liuyi “Amy” Dai

According to statistics, the ma-
jority of churched students fall away
from the faith of their upbringing in
college. | consider myself an excep-
tion. Growing up, | was the girl who
“knew her Bible” and mastered Bible
trivia questions in my Sunday School

Amy recently graduated from Texas
A&M University with a Bachelor of Arts
in English Rhetoric, and is currently
pursuing a full-time career as a sec-
ondary-level educator. She has at-
tended West Houston Chinese Church
since early elementary school, and,
since college graduation, has rejoined
this community as her spiritual home.
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classes. | accepted Christ at a young
age and was baptized at WHCC shortly
after high school started, but it wasn’t
until 1 went to college that | was able
to understand and to explore my faith
personally for myself.

At Texas A&M, | immediately
joined the Asian American branch of
InterVarsity Christian fellowship,
where | attended small group, wom-
en’s ministry, and evangelism training
events with meticulous consistency,
but part of me felt like | belonged
elsewhere. On a whim, the spring se-
mester of my sophomore vyear, |
joined the Texas Aggie Corps of Ca-
dets, which | quit two months after-
wards, because | hated the environ-
ment. (It was a dark place, and my
feelings were justified by the fact that
one of the upperclassmen in my unit



committed suicide shortly before the
next semester started.) After | quit the
Corps, | plugged myself more fully in-
to Antioch Community Church, and |
found myself increasingly transformed
by the power and the presence of the
Holy Spirit. | was “discipled,” or spirit-
ually mentored, by young women sol-
id in their faith, and as | continued to
engage with community, | was blessed
with a deeper sense of the Lord’s fa-
therly heart and unconditional love.
Moving back to Houston was hard
because a large part of me felt like my
heart was still in College Station,
where | had met many passionate
people whose faith | sought to emu-
late. Although | have been busy with
my teacher training activities and, al-
beit graciously invited, have not been
able to join a small group Bible study,

it has been a refining season. | have
attended Meta Pathways, the weekly
adult Sunday School class for the Eng-
lish congregation, in which we exam-
ine, discuss, and are taught the Word
of God inductively and exegetically. |
have definitely benefited from the
pastors’ sermons because | have a
deeper understanding of the Gospel
message. | also had the privilege of
attending the Meta Retreat in October,
where | was able to share and hear
testimonies of growth within the nu-
clear families of our spiritual family. |
have also attended a couple of wom-
en’s ministry events, through which |
got to glean from the experiences of
women in of different generations.
Although | have not been able to plug
into many fellowship activities, this
season has been joyful because | have

13 Grace Alive
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learned to rest in the presence of God
and to listen for His voice in my eve-
ryday life affairs.

| cannot tell you that | know what
God has for me in the next season of
my life, but | don’t think that | am
supposed to know. | have received the
revelation that God is pursuing me
throughout each season of my life,
that He cherishes and knows me inti-
mately, and that | cannot find my
soul’s satisfaction in anything or in
anyone else. | as-
pire to follow Jesus’ (44
Great Commission,
where He
mands His disciples
to make disciples
of all nations, and
in doing so, bring

com-

In this season of my
life, | have been learning
to trust that God makes
everything work together

life with Him. “For those who love God
all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his
purpose” (Rom. 8:28, £SV). In this
season of my life, | have been learning
to trust that God makes everything
work together for my good and His
greatest glory. Even though my im-
mediate future is uncertain, what is
certain is my future inheritance in
Christ. Jesus tells us, “The thief comes
to steal and kill and destroy. | came
that [you] may have
life and have it
abundantly” (John
10:10, £SV). “By this
my Father is glori-
fied, that you bear
much fruit and so

for my good and Hjs ~ Prove t© be my dis-
the Gospel to the 99 ciples...If you keep
ends of the earth, greatestglory. my command-
but | think the key ¢ ments, you  will
part of that calling is knowing that abide in my love, just as | have kept
Christ is with us, and, by His grace, my Father’'s commandments and

will enable us to follow His command-
ments (Matt. 28:19-20). He promises
to “never leave nor forsake us,” and
for me that is the best promise (Deut.
31:6). None of us is capable of being
a “perfect Christian” because we are
born with sinful natures and live in a
fallen world, but that is why Jesus
came and died for us. He died, paying
the price for our sin and shame, so
that we may have the opportunity for
a new life in Him, as we lay down our
lives to follow Him and gain an eternal

14

abide in his love. These things | have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be
full” John 15: 8, 10-11). He promises
to “wipe away every tear from [our]
eyes,” so | can say with Paul: “I have
learned in whatever situation | am to
be content...| have learned the secret
of facing plenty and hunger, abun-
dance and need. | can do all things
through Him who strengthens
me” (Rev. 21:4; Phil. 4:11, 13, ESI).



Running with

Perseverance
By Bob Eng

About 15 years ago my daughter
Allyson bolted out of the front door of
our house yelling “Come run with me,
Daddy!” Without hesitation, | slipped
on my shoes and started running after
her. But two blocks later, | was ex-
hausted, and between my huffing and
puffing, | caught enough breath to
scream, “You go ahead, I'll see you
back at the house!” It was our physical

&

preparation for our annual family ski
trip, and | was very much out of
shape. When we returned from our ski
trip that year, my sister mentioned
that she had completed the Houston
marathon, and she challenged me to
do the same next year. She said, “All
you have to do is to run a little more
every week.” So that’s what | did, and |
ran the Houston marathon the follow-
ing year. Then | ran in Dallas, Austin
and San Antonio. After that, | ran in
San Francisco, Chicago, New York City
and Orlando. Marathon running has
taught me a lot about perseverance.
The Bible even compares the Christian
life with running a race. This is the
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race that God has set before each of
us.

Perseverance comes from know-
ing your weakness. Just as | first
acknowledged my lack of fitness for
running and need for training, | real-
ized the presence of sin in my life and
the need for a Savior at the age of
thirteen. When | accepted Jesus as my
Savior, my spiritual “training” began.
But spiritual growth does not come
naturally. It battle
against the flesh, the world, and Sa-
tan. In Hebrews 12:1, we are told to
“throw aside everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily entangles
us.” We cannot grow if we deny the
existence of these things in our lives.
The mind tends to rationalize them

is a constant

16

away. The media wants to dictate our
moral standards. Materialism tells us
“‘we deserve it.” Ephesians 6:12 sums
it up best as a fierce struggle against
“principalities.” Only when
acknowledge these struggles can we
begin to persevere against them.
Perseverance comes from a will-
ingness to be changed. Many people
think that because | have run so many
marathons, | am a natural athlete. But
nothing can be further from the truth.
In high school, | enrolled in mixed
chorus and ROTC to avoid physical
education class. Marathon
requires a willingness to run miles
upon miles. When | became a Chris-
tian, | had to be willing to be spiritu-
ally trained and to reset my priorities.

we

running




There was much that God had to do to
mold this lump of clay into something
useful for His glory. As a child, | was
shy and introverted. | remember one
time my parents had friends over to
the house and | hid under a desk to
avoid being seen. It was only after the
friends left that | “How
could | ever be ’salt and light’ for
God?’ | thought. God answered me by
laying a burden on my heart for my
parent’s salvation. My dad was a suc-
cessful businessman who was well-

came out.

known in the community. He was
blessed with great health. At the age
of 50, he had never even taken an as-
pirin for headaches. For a young boy
to tell his dad what to believe went
strongly against the cultural grain. On
top of all these obstacles, my dad ad-
amantly insisted he was not a criminal
when | shared with him for the first
time that we all have sin. In Chinese
the word “sin” equates to “crime.” How
do you convince a person of his need
for a savior when he claims to have no
sin? My first task seemed impossible.
But just as perseverance in running
brought endurance, perseverance in
trusting God brought my dad to the
Lord.

Perseverance comes from trusting
God. In long distance running, | prac-
tice what is called “Chi-running.” It
involves leaning your body forward at
the ankle and allowing gravity to pull
you forward as you run. In very much
the same way perseverance in the

o

Christian life involves
trusting in God. Being a Christian is
much tougher than running a mara-
thon, and | know that | cannot do it on
my own strength. When | share Christ
with other people, | depend upon God
for the words to say and for His Spirit
to work in their hearts. When | grieve
at the loss of a loved one, | depend
upon the hope and comfort that He
has given to me in Christ. When | need
wisdom and guidance in my life, | de-
pend upon His Word. When | stumble
and fall, which is quite often, He is
there to catch me in His gracious arms
and help me up. The Bible tells us to
expect trials and temptations, but
with God’s help | know | can perse-
vere.

Perseverance comes from having
a purpose. Every year since 2001 |
have signed up to run a marathon. By
setting a goal | train with a purpose.
In very much the same way God has
created each of us with a purpose. 1
Corinthians 9:26 tells us, “do not run
like someone running aimlessly.” The
tremendous joy | felt when God used
me to lead my dad to Christ ignited a
desire in me to share the Gospel. In
Bolivia, the beautiful harmonious
sound of a dozen children reciting a
prayer together greatly
touched my heart. As an audience
member during a Bolivia missions-trip
sharing at WHCC, | cried uncontrolla-
bly as one team member shared that
over 900 people came to Christ. God

“leaning” - or

sinner’s
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had given me a vision of that many
prodigal sons coming home. All of
these events brought clarity to my
purpose. With God’s help, | have
shared Christ in nursing homes, at
Mission of Yahweh, at WHCC health
fairs, and even in East Asia. God con-
tinues to mold me to reach children
by using me at Westwood Elementary
through Child Evangelism Fellowship.
Sharing Christ is not easy, but know-
ing that it is God’s purpose for me
has allowed me to persevere.

The toughest part of any mara-
thon is the last 6 miles. It is here that
your body is completely exhausted
and your legs weigh a ton. Your mind
tells you to rest because you have al-
ready ran a considerable distance. But
it is here that determines whether or
not you’ve had a great race. Retire-

A —
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ment is like the last 6 miles of a mar-
athon. Many feel that they are entitled
to well-deserved rest. But also like a
marathon, it is important that we fin-
ish strong. Throughout our lives, God
is constantly molding us into the ves-
sel that He wants us to be. He wants
us to be a vessel that serves, not one
that sits on the shelf. As we receive
our diploma from the school of life we
must go out and live out our purpose.
As | get older, | realize my days are
numbered. But this does not change
God’s greatest command to me, to
put Him first and others second. My
time is not limited because through
His love and grace He has given me
an eternity. | echo the challenge my
daughter 15 vyears
“Come run with me!”

told me ago:




Men'’s Fraternity in the Fourth Year:

Our Learning

By Kenny Chao, Daniel Kwong, and Richard Lu

Time flies as. we’re having fun;
we’re now in the fourth year of Men’s
Fraternity at WHCC. We have been
using Dr. Robert Lewis’s three one-
year-long studies, 7he Quest for Au-
thentic Manhood, Winning at Work
and Home, and The Great Adventure,
with focus on how each individual can
be transformed into a true man of
God. The format at each session is a
45-minute Biblical teaching on DVD,
followed by 30 minutes of small
group interaction in an environment
where men are free to talk openly and
confidentially about what they heard
and express mutual support for one
another. As some other brothers, we
have faithfully attended the sessions
for over three years. We have found
the studies to be greatly useful and
beneficial to our spiritual growth. We
encourage and exhort one another,

(1
[ e

L Jtion from both English and Chi-

and hold one another accountable, in
order to grow to be better men, hus-
bands, and fathers. Our discussion
and fellowship testify that as
sharpens iron, so one man sharpens

iron

another.

We did 7he Quest for Authentic
Manhood twice, with the first year for
Meta only and the second year for
both Meta and Chinese congrega-
tions. This 24-session program clari-
fies our vision that is Christ. To be a
man is to be a servant leader that re-
jects passivity, accepts responsibility,
leads courageously, and expects the
greater reward from God. We learned
that in the pursuit to be like Christ, a
life-long transformational process, we
need to ask God to search our hearts
and empower us to see and resolve
issues that have developed in our
lives because of the depravity of our-
selves and others. We
learned basic principles and how
to apply them to love, serve, and
lead at home.

The 16-session Winning at Work
and Home series, with participa-

also

congregations, concluded
with the admonishments of three
scripture passages for the three

parts of the series —— wife, parent-
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ing, and work, respectively —- live with
your wives in an understanding way (1
Peter 3:7), train up a child in the way he
should go (Proverbs 22:6), and whatev-
er you do, work heartily, as for the Lord
(Colossians 3:23-24). This course is
full of practical advice. In the wife area
we were taught ways to understand our
spouse (her needs, personality,
languages), and how to deal with con-
flict, improve sex life, and budget
home finance. In the parenting area
we learned the need to balance love
and discipline and to employ a game
plan for raising sons and daugh-
ters.
minded of our focus which is to serve
our Lord, glorify Him with integrity
and dedication, and channel God's
salvation, love, and blessing to our
colleagues. The key to winning at
work and home is to practice the
foremost paradox principle of dying
to live (Luke 9:23-24) by applying
what we have learned.

Currently we are working on the
20-session series, The Great Adven-
ture, with participation also from
both English and Chinese congrega-
tions. We have learned that the ex-
citing purpose that God has for us in
life is to triumph in the family, for a
noble cause, while enjoying life ad-
ventures. Right now we are defining
our personal missions to be carried out
in these adventures by seeking our
Lord’s will and discovering our unique
God-given design, with the knowledge
that He will judge one day when we see

20

love

In the work area we were re-

Him face to face. We're joining hand in
hand to learn how to successfully face
the challenges of Biblical manhood in
order to march forward with energy and
enthusiasm on the road to signifi-
cance.

We remember that in a number
of sessions, brothers told
younger brothers in our discussion
groups that they wished they had
learned about these things when
so that they
could avoid some of the mistakes
they made and live a more fruitful
life.
mend, correct, change, and
be transformed. It takes
ten years to grow a
tree, but it takes

older

they were younger,

But it’'s never too late to

one hundred
years to build a
man; many of a

man’s greatest

victories are dec-

ades in the making. We

continue to seek our Lord

to purify our hearts and trans-
form us into true men of God.



Diel You [Knew??
WHCC Promiseland

1. On average, how many chil-
dren attend Nursery to 5"
grade as of Feb 2015?7160

2. How many teachers serve
every session for Children’s
Sunday School (excluding the
nursery)? 70 (14 for Hoppers/
Jumpers, 18 for Preschool, 38
for K-5" Grade)

3. Who are the children’s co-
ordinators? Xin Shi, Sherry
Hu, Su, Cindy, Hsing Yeh, Joey,
Vivian, Jia, Agnes, Amy, Grace
Chao & Grace Shay

4. How many helpers and co-
ordinators are needed in the
nursery each month? 44

5. How many different chil-
dren’s worship sessions are
there every Sunday? 4
(Nursery, Preschool, Grade K-2
and Grade 3-5)

6. How often is there Chil-
dren’s Chapel? Once a month
on the 4™ week of the month
for grades K-5

7. Who is

person who has served the
most years in Children’s Minis-
try? Mrs. Susan Chang — she
started when she was 17, has
served for 50+ years, and is still
with us to this day!

8. What is the duration of
commitment for 1% session
teachers? 9 months

9. Who teaches the children in
the summer during the 1* ses-
sion? WHCC Youth

10. How many Hopper/Jumper
classes do we have? 2 (to be
expanded to 3 in March)

11. How many Preschool clas-
ses do we have? 3 (and in
need of a fourth class)

12. How many K-5 classes do
we have? 9

13. Is training provided if |
want to volunteer but have
little experience with teaching
children?  YES! There are
teacher training clas-
every
quarter.

is also continual guidance by
experienced coordinators and
a big training/kick off day on
August 15™.

14. What do | need to do if |
want to serve in the Children’s
Ministry? Pick up a green form
at the children’s desk in the
back lobby, or contact Gina or
Amy

15. Who is part of the Chil-
dren’s Ministry Core Team?
Agnes, Amy, Gina, Grace Chao,
Grace Shay, Joanne, and Ti

16. Who is taking care of the
Children’s Ministry while we
are missing our full time min-
ister? The Pastoral Team: Pas-
tor David & Pastor Estella over-
see and support the overall
ministry. Minister Ruth over-
sees the Nursery. Minister Jodi
oversees the Hoppers/Jumpers
and Preschool grades. Pastor
Andrew oversees K-5" grade.
Pastor Edward oversees the
Children’s Core Team and cares
for the spiritual wellness of

teachers; he is also our

advocate at  staff

meetings
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LEAVING A LEGACY FOR YOUR CHILDREN:
AN INTERVIEW WITH
RUTH AND EUGENE LEONG

By Julia Liu

“Hold your children LIGHTLY.
They are a GIF T from God.

We are only S T E WARD .”




By worldly standards, Eugene &
Ruth’s lives are marked by success.
They graduated from premier universi-
ties, led successful careers, and have
retired with the financial stability that
young couples strive to achieve. They
now have the freedom and financial
means to travel the world and maintain
a comfortable standard of living.

What kind of legacy does this
successful couple strive to leave for
their children?

If | were to venture a guess, |
would say that passing on the values of
hard work and education is at the top
of their list. From a bystander’s per-
spective, these are the key ingredients
that have brought Eugene & Ruth their
coveted prosperity and success. But the
couple tells me a different story.

On a cold winter night in De-
cember, | sat down with Eugene, Ruth,
and their extended family. Eugene &
Ruth have three children: Tim, Grace, &
Esther. Tim is a successful young pro-
fessional in corporate finance, the one
who seemed to have followed most
closely in his father’s footsteps by pur-
suing a lucrative and successful career.
Grace, the middle child, is a missionary
who teaches in inner-city LA. Esther,
the youngest, is a missionary in a small
town in East Asia.

Not all of Eugene & Ruth’s chil-
dren followed in their parents’ foot-
steps of economic prosperity. In fact,
two of the three children are mission-
aries by trade, meaning that they de-

&

pend on the generous support of their
home churches, family and friends as
part of their calling. Despite their dif-
ferences, all three children have their
parents’ full support. In fact, Eugene &
Ruth did not seem to prioritize finan-
cial prosperity in their child-rearing.
Their children are evidence that they
sought to leave a different kind of leg-
acy.

For Eugene, his legacy began
with his father. “As a young profes-
sional, | used to think that my dad was
not wise in the ways of this world. My
immigrant father was a laundryman
and the son of a laundryman. He had
very little education. But he had five
kids. When | was younger, | would talk
to my brothers about real estate and
stock When my father
overheard us, he would call it ‘chicken
feed.” He said he was working for eter-

investments.

nal rewards.”

Eugene went on to share about
his father’s faithfulness. Though his
father was an uneducated laundry man,
he was appointed an elder at his local
church, where he and his wife served
for many years. Eugene explained the
ways that the Lord provided for his fa-
ther and family. “Life growing up was
very basic, but we were always fed,
clothed and had a roof over our heads
growing up in the laundry. When my
father was young, he and my mom
made an investment in Hong Kong that
was very risky. Many years later when it
was time to retire, the value of the land
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had significantly
appreciated. From a secular standpoint,
| could say, ‘good investment dad.’ But
| saw that it was God’s provision be-
cause my dad had trusted in the Lord.
My father was able to give to his kids
and had a comfortable retirement. How
did he do it? Was it his self-sufficiency,
or was he just plain lucky? No, | see it
as nothing but a testimony of God’s
amazing grace.”

Eugene recogniz-
es God as the source of
blessing in his father’s
life. Today, this is the
starting point of Eugene
& Ruth’s legacy to their
children: they recognize
that God is the source of
blessings, and they un-
derstand that their chil-
dren belong to God.

“I believe we should give our
firstfruits to God,” Ruth explained.
“This is easier when we know that eve-
rything belongs Eugene
shared a verse from Jeremiah 1:5:
“before you were conceived | knew you,
and before you were born | appointed
you.”We have to be think-
ing: “this

11

to Him.”
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should give
our firstfruits to God,”
Ruth explained. “This
/s easier when we
know that everything
belongs to Him.

is
not mine, its God’s.”

This made sense to me in the
abstract, but practically speaking, what
does it look like? Eugene and Ruth ex-
plained using examples from their
child-rearing.

“We have tried to support them
vocationally, help them find where God
has gifted them, and help them find
what they want to do with a certain
amount of passion, energy, love, and

support.”
| believe we “When Tim was in
high school he said he

wanted to go to Europe. |
realized that Tim wanted a
cross—cultural experience.
| said to Tim, ‘Tim, your
Europe is Asia.” We ar-
ranged for Tim to spend a
summer with a missionary
couple in Singapore. He
got a wonderful, cross-
cultural experience. “

“Esther didn’t know what she
wanted to do. We supported her to
study Communications in college, in
part because of her outgoing personal-
ity and her gift in communicating. After
graduating, she went to Urbana and
then afterwards she said she wanted to

7))

get Bible training. She said she wanted
to go to China.”

“Dad told me, if you want to go to
China you need to be



equipped for it,” Esther recalled.
“They supported my decision to get Bi-
ble training and go to seminary.”

“Of the three kids, Grace was the
toughest, with the strongest will and
determination,” Eugene explained.
“After graduating with her physics de-
gree she wanted to teach at a school
that needed good science teachers. She
felt strongly about not wanting to
teach in a comfortable, upper middle-
class suburban environment similar to

of un- T T

dren —
derserved immigrant families.” Eu-
gene and Ruth recognize the Grace is
“cut from a different mold;” they affirm
and support God’s unique calling for
her life.

“I do worry about safety,” Ruth
shared. “It is not uncommon to hear
gunshots in Grace’s neighborhood.
One time when | was in BSF | was chal-
lenged. Someone said to me - ‘do you
think you love your children? Don’t you

the one she was raised in. think God loves them more? You are
Instead, she wanted to very limited in your
teach in an underserved if abilities. But God is
area that lacked good So what about powerful and he loves
science teachers. We were ea’ucation?Eugene your children.” | real-
supportive but suggested ized God Iloves my

that she pick a small
school district. Of course,
Grace then went to work at
the largest school district
in Los Angeles. Grace did
fine in public schools, but
after a couple of years, she
wanted to do something more than just

teach. She started volunteering at

World Impact, a missionary organiza-
tion that reaches out to serve the urban
poor in inner cities through church
planting and education. Eventually God
called her to use her gifts in teaching
science at World Impact, where she
teaches mostly to chil-

and Ruth explained
that it was im-

portant, but with a
caveat.

children more than |
could ever love them. |
should just pray for
my children and ask
God to take care of
J) them. | didn’t get it
right away, but slowly,
| experienced and recognized that God
loves them more than | can love them.
God’s love is more than my love for
them and He is so powerful. And now |
do not worry about them as much any-
more.”

So what about education? Eu-

gene and Ruth explained

25 Grace Alive



Tk
=

o

that it was important, but with a cave-
at.

“l told all my kids growing up
that in today’s society, more than like-
ly, you will need a master’s degree to
do anything,” Eugene explained.
“Education is important. But when | was
studying the Bible, there were a couple
of passages that were important to me
growing up. One is Ecclesiastes 1:17-
18: And | applied my mind to know
wisdom and to know madness and fol-
ly. | perceived that this also is but a
striving after wind. pm—

For in much wis-
dom is much vex-
ation, and he who
increases
knowledge  in-
creases
Also Ecclesias- =
tes 12:12: My son,
beware of any-
thing beyond
these. Of making
many books there
is no end,
much study is a

sorrow.

studies.”
and

weariness of the flesh. | spent ten
years in college. Throughout these
years | would think often of these pas-
sages.” important, but
keep it in perspective - in God’s per-
spective.

Besides being educated, | saw
that Eugene & Ruth’s children continue
to work hard in all areas of their lives.

Education is

.

“..we raised our kids by
this standard, not for us
parents to be proud, or for
them to boast of their not
achievements, but so they
could glorify God as
students and through their

Tim has a full-time job, but he also
serves as treasurer at HCC and has
three young children. During my visit
Esther was on home leave and was a
few days away from giving birth to her
third child, yet she still helped to pre-
pare dinner and spent her home leave
time supporters.
Though | didn’t meet Grace, | suspect
that she is no exception in the areas of
diligence and hard work.
‘I expected my children to work
throughout college,” Eugene shared.
— “Tim worked part-
time and studied
during college. He
had a hard semes-
ter and asked us
for permission to

reconnecting with

work for a
—year. We sup-
ported his deci-

sion. At the end of
one semester Tim
made a decision to
go back to work.
He shared that he

~ didn’t do as well in
school the semester he wasn’t working
and had wasted a lot of time.” Tim’s
decision not to work is what Eugene
would categorize as a “small mistake.”
Eugene explained, “I did not try to pro-
tect my kids from making small mis-
takes but tried to save them from big
mistakes. If they make bad judgments
that aren’t that big of a deal, let them




make that decision. They will learn,
and God will guide them. We have to
give the kids roots and provide them
with a strong foundation. But we also
have to give them wings. Train your
kids knowing that they will be leaving
home.”

“Generally speaking, we had
strict standards for our kids and
wanted them to excel. | always told
the kids that | expected them to do
their best. | told them ‘Il would rather
you get B’s and C’s in school and tell
me that you did your best than to get
straight A’s and not put in much ef-
fort.” An outsider may not be able to
see the difference. But we raised our
kids by this standard, not for us par-
ents to be proud, or for them to boast
of their achievements, but so they
could glorify God as students and
through their studies.”

Eugene & Ruth emphasized
that they were no experts on raising
children. They simply tried to glorify
God through everything they did.
They shared with me 1 Corinthians
10:31: so, whether you eat or drink,
or whatever you do, do all to the glo-
ry of God. | thought this advice was
simple but profound. When | lauded
them for their success, Eugene re-
sponded with this:

“God has blessed us and | pray
constantly that God will take away my
feeling of self-sufficiency. It’s very
easy for someone looking at me to
say that you are blessed. | am regu-

&

larly praying, ‘God don’t let me fall
into the trap of self-sufficiency.” Too
often we feel that we want to be self-
sufficient. It’s the antithesis of what
God wants us to believe. God wants
us to trust in Him and trust that He
will provide. But as | better under-
stand how God has been faithful to
me, how can | not give the glory to
God? To me legacy is not what my
dad did or what | did...”

“l would say to the parents...
teach your children the way of the
Lord and teach “your children’s chil-
dren” (Deut. 4:9). Pray for them, help
them to find God’s will in their life,
help them to grow.”

“Hold your children lightly.
They are a gift from God. We are only
stewards.”
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Reverend Paul Chen’s Journey Home
By Alison Ko

Life is not about how long you live, but
how you live it.

Before Rev. Chen was diagnosed
with ALS, a progressive neurodegener-
ative disease that affects nerve cells in
the brain and spinal cord, he
taught a class called Difficult
Questions of the Bi-
ble. This topic became a

traction pain. He had to rely on Mrs.

Chen to dress him and to button his

shirt. Yet, when he showed up in class,

he was always ready to give us a pow-

erful lesson. He made beautiful power

point slides. Sitting in a wheel-

chair, he laboriously sound-

ed out his knowledge
about God.

personal, post-doctoral

After teaching a

study for him after he
diagnosed with
ALS. He had since become
a theology textbook for us all
to learn from.

In the past couple of years, Rev.
Chen  successfully
taught classes
like Cords of Kind-

was

£1 Into the deep of the
ness and Ties of HOly Spirit, until He be-
Love, The Book of comes a bright, dazzling,

class, his under gar-
ments would be soaked
in sweat because he had
used up all his strength. Mrs.
Chen had to change his clothes
immediately after class. Without the
compassionate
and support from his
beloved wife,
Chen could
have finished such a

love

Rev.
never

Job, Ecclesiastes, huge task. And of

and Hebrews. Clas- sweet, fathomless sum- course, he could

ses were held both mer sea, in which we never have made it

at his home and at without God's
bathe and bask and

church. help. Each class was

Each class breathe, and lose our- a miracle. No won-

was a huge task for . der they prayed to-
selves and our sorrows in

Rev. Chen. Due to gether and gave

ALS, Rev. Chen the calmness and peace of thanks to God after

could not move

around without a

walker, and later he was confined to a

wheelchair. His muscle strength faded.
His whole body was under muscle con-
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His everlasting presence.]7 evem ass!

Since the be-
ginning of his illness, Rev. Chen had
allowed our literature team to record
his spiritual journey. His testimonies



have inspired many. The day when |
fully realized my "calling" as his jour-
nalist was the day before he took his
last breath.

It was on the morning of March
3rd. During my quiet time, | was
reading the book Streams
in the Desert. | flipped
back to Feb 29th and
read the devotional
titled "Into  the
Deep". The passage
said that we are to
launch out "Into the
deep of the Holy
Spirit, until He be-
comes a bright, dazzling,
sweet, fathomless
sea, in which we bathe and bask and
breathe, and lose ourselves and our

summer

sorrows in the calmness and peace of
His everlasting presence." Suddenly, |
thought of Rev. Chen.
the Holy Spirit was urgently calling my
husband and | to go visit him. And so

It seemed like

we went.

He was very weak, covered with
an electric blanket, wearing a wool cap,
and sitting there like a swaddled baby.
His eyelids were swollen due to water
retention. Both of his hands were
swollen like buns. ALS had moved up
to his lungs. He had to rely on an oxy-
gen supply to breathe.
but happy to see us. He tried to com-
municate with us by mouthing words,
and we responded by sounding out his
words. He would nod and smile when
we guessed them right. It was hard,

He was weak,

&

but with Mrs. Chen's help, he finally
delivered some of his thoughts.
never forget when he said, “It is God’s
gracious will,” regarding his illness.
Not only that, like usual, his focus was
not only on himself.
visited him in times past,
he and Mrs. Chen would
always go beyond
circum-

I will

When we

their own
stances and pray for
other brothers and
sisters. Before we
left their house on
March 3rd, he en-
couraged my husband
with the
“magnify the Lord.”
In the book Men from God’s
Schoo/, Oswald Sanders wrote: “the
lives of God’s servants are made of a
series of trials. Whether we are aware
of it or not, we are walking on a path
full of milestones. Our responses to the
position in God’s
kingdom. It does not mean that God is
not pleased with the person who en-
counters severe trials; on the contrary,
only precious metal will need careful

Peter words

trials decide our

refining from a
crafts- man.”

Rev. Chen has
gradu- ated
with the hon-
or roll. O u r
Heavenly Father has

called his faithful servant home. Rev.
Chen is now “/n the calmness and
peace of His everlasting presence.”

29 Grace Alive
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