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My/[J Dearest[] Estella,[7 Wel] havel] been(] through[J sol7 muchl] in[J our(] 41[7 years(] together![] This(] year(] has[
suchl] all shock(]J forlJ both(] ofJ] us.[] It[] hasl] beenl] sol] painfullJ for[J me[] tol] seel] youl] suffer(] likelJ thisL] for
few(] months![J Butl[J I'm[J solJ gratefullJ tol] ourJ Lord[] for[J givinglJ youl] thelJ gracel] and[]J faith[J in[J Him[] eve
timelJ of 7 illness.[J It'sC] my(J privilegel] tol] lovell youl] and(] takel] carelJ of(] youl] in[J this(J difficult(] time.[] May
Lord[] grant(] youl] peacel] and[] healinglJ] gracel] and(] may(] Hel] strengthenl] us(] to[] witness(] His[] gracel] andL
asl] wel] continuel] to[J walklJ with[J Him[J and[J grow(]J in[] His[] love!

Lovel] always,[] Emmo.

ygbobooobboodbobbooobboobobooobbooobboobobboooono
goobooooboooobbooobbooobobooobbooobboooboboooboo
gogbobooooobooobobooobboooboboa

ggboboooobooooboooboboooboooobooobbuooobboooboboo
ugobodooobooobbooobboodbbuooobbooobboobbooobboooo
oobobooobbooobbOooobbooobobuooobbooobbooobboooboo
ugbobooobboodobooobbooobboooo3tdleal 0o ooooooo
ygboboooboboooobbooobbooobbooooboboo4bio0DbooobbOoOon
ooobooobooobobooobbooobobuooobbooobbooobDboooboboooo
gobooooooooooood

\e/e

81 Vi



:.o-.o.ooooooo.. W&_@gﬁﬂ;}%
N =

*0000000000000000 0p = ‘§§§Kﬁ
°®
<@
el 0 O 2
° e
e 00000000000000000000000000000000000 00D
e I 0000000000000000000000000000000000 DO O EEERS
el 000000000000000000000000000 ®
000000000000 0000000—0000000000000000000000 o
e00000/000 ®
@
AQ & @
%s':ér“ ’*‘:‘»\Q [
=S <\
T OP i © @ ©e e © @ e e e © © ¢ & o o o

© © 90 99 9090090900 9 00 i
000000 s IR

ERCRENEELM O OO0 50 O T O @ EEREGE
RO B A 000000 B OEE DHE
IR NEREL L L8 OO0 MO0 0004
DO0O00000O0000O0ODODOHannahO
BEPhochbe 1 1 OO0 O OO OOOOOO

- 5 g

19
Da”o 20@0
BN
S
%e’&g Q% e e e e e e e e e 800 0 o0

%
R
g

® © 000 0 0% 0 00 0 0




|« Jonathan Chang 3 % i=
Student Ministry Pastor, Cypress Bible Church
f FIERSREEF LT Hfr
i+ David Chu #r#:E
i Retired Pastor, New Hope Christian Church Woodlands
A EA KGR
« JodiChung 4& &% &%
- Former Youth Pastor, WHCC
+ Mike Chung 4&F° 4%,
. English Pastor, Wheaton Chinese Alliance Church
| AWE L E R

S L il
I ¥ i
} il i
¥ ; { <"‘ ("
LR W
TR T R N

.« Jason Hsu Foe T « PaulSee 5w it
Lead Pastor, City Line Church, Philadelphia, PA Cantonese Pastor, WHCC
FRBERE A A RS R |
« Michael Hsu i s = « RicSun xR #*
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R I A e R Executive Pastor, WHCC
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By Pastor David Hsu, Sheng-yen Lin

Translation: Kathryn Hsu

Plonesringd Phass
e O 1991-19¢80 T

Notable Events

* After six months of planning and training, 40 families who had committed to church-planting were commis-
sioned by Houston Chinese Church in 1991. Chinese and English worship services and Sunday School
were the first to be launched on the first Sunday in June at a remodeled office space on Hammerly Blvd.
(4-D)

* WHCC held its first church retreat in July of 1991. Pastor Jonathan Liu was the Chinese speaker and David
Hsu, a DTS seminarian at the time, was the youth speaker.

* In autumn of 1991, WHCC Chinese School was established under the guidance of Sister Grace Tsay, the
first principal, with 70 students. (£)

* In addition to the original fellowships in Westside, Northwest and Katy, new fellowships were formed in
1991, including the Elders and Sisters Fellowship and the Friendship Fellowship, the latter of which would
give birth to the Southwest Fellowship.

* At the end of 1992, WHCC purchased 5.5 acres of land near Beltway 8 for $275,000 to build a church. (F)

* In January 1993, West Houston Chinese Church (WHCC) formally registered as a non-profit organization
with the State of Texas. Sheng-yen Lin was the first chairperson of the church council.

* In 1993, WHCC held its first Heart’s Journey Testimonial Outreach. WHCC's first Father’s Day Carnival was
held for the work of community pre-evangelism that same year. (¢)

* In 1993, Mandarin Young Adults Fellowship (MYAF) was established for Mandarin-speaking singles. As the
number of young couples grew, MYAF later gave birth to the Mandarin Family Fellowship. (#)

* In 1993, WHCC youth and children performed their first Christmas musical.

Pastoral Update

* In 1991, Pastor Calvin Wong was commissioned by Houston Chinese Church to lead the planting of West
Houston Chinese Church.

* In 1993, the new DTS graduate David Hsu, joined our pastoral staff team to serve the youth and English
ministry.

Missional Movement
* In 1993, Pastor Calvin Wong led the first short-term mission trip to China to equip house churches with

Bible training.
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ButllcfingC
O 1984=-A19990
Notable Events

* In May 1995, WHCC completed Phase One, a 9,300-square-foot construct at the cost of $900,000. English
services were held in the new family worship center while Chinese services were still being held in the
rental office facility. (4-B)

* In 1995, the musical “Salt and Light” was performed by WYouth at WHCC and sister churches.

* In 1996, Pastor David Hsu along with four Chinese congregation coworkers completed the teachers’ train-
ing in Evangelism Explosion (EE) and organized the first training in September. EE will later become an
annual training in the Chinese ministry.

* In December 1996, WHCC completed Phase Two. The 19,000-square-foot construct included the educa-
tion and administration spaces and additional parking, at the cost of $1.75 million. All congregations met
in the new building. (C-D)

* In 1997, English young adults’ fellowship C3 (Christ-Centered Career) was established.

* In 1998 youth summer internship was established to provide opportunities for college students interested
in church ministry. Three college students (Edmund Leung, Samuel Lee, and Gordon Wu) became the first
summer interns. Youth worship service was also launched in June 1997.

* AWANA ministry was launched on Friday evening in 1998. (£)

* In August 1999, due to a scheduled change in nearby school districts, WHCC sponsored their own youth
summer camp (Camp Impact) for the first time. Other churches joined IMPACT and it became a high school-
only camp.

» Pastor Emmo and Estella Lin launched the popular “Blessed Family” course in 1999. (F)

Pastoral Update.

* In 1995, Minister David Hsu was ordained as WHCCs English Pastor; Estella Lin joined our pastoral staff as
the Director of Children’s and Women’s Ministry. (G-4)

* Brother Ted Law joined the pastoral staff team as the Youth Minister in March 1999.

Missional Movement

* In 1994, WHCC'’s first summer youth short-term missions team was commissioned and sent. David and
Cheryl Hsu led a team of 10 youth to Reynosa Mexico with YUGO missions.

* In 1994, WHCC held its first Missions Month. This even would later become our annual missions conference.
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Bpandingd Phase
00 2000-20060

Notable Events

* In 2000, WHCC'’s Church Council set the vision entitled “Three Years to Build, Six Years to Plant”. Deacon
David Leung was appointed to lead the Phase Three church building project. (4)

* In 2000, our Chinese ministry sent a team of coworkers to be equipped at Willow Creek’s small group con-
ference. Afterward, Pastor David launched our own small group leader training to help our Chinese ministry
transition into small group ministry.

* In May 2001 we held our first Chinese Marriage Enrichment Retreat with Chinese Family for Christ
(CFFC). This retreat would become our annual ministry of equipping our own certified couples to lead
and follow up.

* In 2002, English worship service was renamed to “Meta”.

* In December 2003, Phase Three was completed with the 27,000-square-foot construct, including the wor-
ship center, classrooms and offices. (B-C)

* On Independence Day weekend, 2003, we held our first Chinese Gospel Camp in Victoria. Pastor Zhiming
Yuan was our speaker. (D-E)

* In 2004, WHCC launched the 40-Day Purpose Driven Life campaign. Many small groups responded which
gave birth to new small groups. (F)

* In 2005, WHCC held its second Chinese Gospel Camp, and Pastor Luke Zhang was our speaker. ()

* In 2005, WHCC began to organize the Chinese Writing Ministry Camp for our literature ministry so they can
train more coworkers to use their writing talents for the Kingdom of God. (#4)

* In 2005, WHCC founded its first small group in The Woodlands.

* In 2006, Hammerly Resources Incorporated became a registered non-profit organization. Elder Michael
Chan served as the first chairman of the organization. Chinese council transferred the operation of Chinese

school to HRI.
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Bpandingd Phase

O 2000-20060

Pastoral Update.

* In 2000, Pastor Calvin Wong stepped down from WHCC'’s senior pastor position and entered into mission
work a year later. Pastor David Hsu took up the acting senior pastor’s role in the same year and was offi-
cially appointed senior pastor in 2001. Pastor Ted Law was appointed as the English Pastor in September
2001. Minister Caleb Chiu joined our pastoral staff to serve in the Mandarin and seniors’ ministry. (4-B)

* In January 2003, brother Danny Yang joined our pastoral staff as the Director of Youth Ministry; Minister

David Yeung was ordained as pastor in March. ()
* Minister Caleb Chiu was ordained in October 2004. (D)

* In 2006, newly graduate Jodi Chung from Gordon Conwell returned and joined our pastoral team as

Youth Minister. Danny Yang left the director position
to pursue seminary studies.

Missional Movement

* In 2000, Elder Sheng-yen Lin was appointed as churchplant planner for Katy church. In the same year,
Pastor David Yeung took up leadership for Katy small group ministry. As of December 2006, there were 22

small groups in Katy at the time of the first Sunday service in Katy.

* In 2004, Cantonese co-workers joined the short-term missions trip to Brazil for the first time.

* In October 2005, WHCC purchased six acres of land at the intersection of Roesner Road and the west side

of 99 for $410,000 in preparation for Katy Church. (£)

* In 2006, Pastor Daniel Su and Minister Ed Leung were appointed as Chinese and English ministers for the
Katy Church. On the first Sunday in December of the same year, Katy Christian Community Church began

its first Sunday service. (F-G)

« Since 2006, Meta has launched monthly outreach at Mission of Yahweh to provide Character First training

to women and children. This outreach continued until 2020 COVID-19 pandemic. (#)
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Multdiplyingd Phess
0 2007-2015)

Notable Events

» Cantonese Sunday worship service started in 2007. (4)

» We sponsored our first Community Health Fair in December 2008 to serve the low-income communities
surrounding our church. (B-C)

* In early 2008, Minister Estella Lin launched Marriage Mentoring training to build up marriages.

* In January 2009, WHCC began Stephen Ministry with a 50-hour training program to equip future Stephen
ministers to accompany people with the love of Christ. (D)

* Our third gospel camp was held in 2008 during Independence Day weekend, where Pastor Yujian Hong
was our speaker.

* From June to July 2009, the stage play “Bian He’s Jade” was performed at several churches and the
Culture Center of TECO in Houston. The play, which was adapted and directed by Tianxiang Zhang, and
performed by WHCC church members, became an attractive event
among Chinese community. (£) sss s a8 1
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* Our first Art Exhibition was held in August 2020. The art ministry commenced in WHCC. (F)
* In August 2010, Meta co-workers organized a “Stand with Cathy,” a charity concert.

* In 2011, WHCC celebrated its 20th Anniversary, “20 Years and Beyond” with a church wide mobilization
campaign to serve the Greater Houston Community. ()

* In 2013, META started a sister’s Ministry and held its first sister’s retreat.

* In 2013, Working with China Graduate School of Theology (CGST), the Cantonese ministry sponsored the
“Word of Life” Bible seminar, an eight-week training held twice annually.

Pastoral Update

* In 2007, brother Paul See graduated from CGST and returned to W to join our pastoral team as the Minis-
ter of Cantonese Ministry. In the same year, Pastor David Chu graduated from China Evangelical Seminary
and joined our pastoral team to shepherd our Mandarin Young Adults and the Woodlands small groups.

* In 2008, Pastor Michael Chung took the position as our interim English pastor.
* In September 2009, Pastor I-Ming Huang joined the WHCC pastoral staff as the Mandarin Pastor.

* In October 2010, Minister Paul See was ordained and became our Cantonese Pastor. (#)
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* In November 2010, WHCC held a testimonial celebration in honor of Pastor Calvin Wong’s retirement. (4)

* In February 2011, Pastor Andrew Bywaters joined our pastoral team as our English Pastor.In January
2012, Minister David Chu was ordained (B) and appointed to lead the church planting work in the Wood-

lands; Edward Lee joined our pastoral staff in December 2012 as Associate English Pastor.

* In February 2013, Minister Ruth Wu joined our pastoral staff as Cantonese Minister.

* In January 2015, Minister Estella Lin was ordained as the first female Pastor at WHCC (() , leading the
Family Ministry; Minister Leo Huang joined our pastoral staff that same year to shepherd the Mandarin

Young Adults Fellowship.
Missional Movement

* In July 2007, Pastor Ted Law and 40 English congregants were commissioned to plant Access
Church in collaboration with the Evangelical Covenant Denomination. (D)

 Brother Thomas Tao was ordained as Port Chaplain in 2008 and succeeded Reverend Tom Malone in lead-

ing the “Lifeline for Seamen” Ministry. (£)

* In 2008, the Woodlands co-workers received the vision of church planting “Expanding for the Kingdom,

planting at North Houston”.

* In 2009, the English ministry sent a short-term missions team to Bolivia for the first time to provide medical

service and personal evangelism with E3 Partners.

 In March 2009, the Cantonese FLY 1320 began broadcasting news, Gospel messages, Christian life stories
and other programs on AM Radio, ministering to online audiences as far as China, Hong Kong and Europe.

* At the beginning of 2009, Katy Church plant became financially independent. In July, the Katy Christian

Community Church was approved as a non-profit organization.
* In 2009 Pastor and Mrs. Caleb Chiu were commissioned to go to East Asia for missions. (F)
« On April 8th, 2012, first Sunday services were launched at our new plant in Woodlands. ()

* In 2012, the Cantonese co-workers joined the ministry at Chinatown Gospel Center and supported the

community outreach with services such as English teaching, Civic classes, etc.

* In 2015, WHCC purchased the church building from Alden Bridge Presbyterian Church at the cost of two

million for the future home of NHCCW. (/)

* In December 2015, WHCC co-sponsored the first CMC (Chinese Missions Conference) South jointly with

Texas Chinese Churches and Ambassadors for Christ.
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By Pastor David Hsu, Sheng-yen Lin
Translation: Kathryn Hsu

Trensformingd Phelse
0 201.6-2021)

Notable Events

* In 2016, WHCC began its five-years vision of “Transforming Generations: Discipling, Equipping and Plant-
ing.” (4)
* In October 2016, WHCCs Family Ministry launched the W Home Family Resource Center. (B)

* In 2017, the Transforming Generations Training Center (TGTC) was established. Partnering with Sacred
Logos Resource Center to start the Ten-Steps Bible Study Training. (C)

* In July 2017, Chinese Gospel Camp was renamed New Life Summer Camp with the theme of “Happiness
Manual”. Camps are held at Prairie View A&M, with Pastor Xiaoting Liu as the speaker. (D)

* In August 2017, Hurricane Harvey brought a historic flood to the Houston area, affecting more than 40
church families. WHCC mobilized the volunteers and raised $300,000 for disaster relief. (£)

* In January 2018, Legacy Ministry was launched to serve and mobilize the Baby Boomer generation. (F)

* In May 2018, WHCC hosted the first citywide Grand Parenting Conference
gssssssssis

H &
sssssss

* In June 2019, Dr. Christopher Yuan and his family were invited to lead the “Holy Sexuality” Conference. (¢)

* Due to the global outbreak of COVID-19, church facilities were closed in March 2020. All ministries (Sunday
services, small group meetings, Sunday School, prayer meetings, etc) continued online.

» Two new Chinese small groups (Cypresswood and Bridgeland) were launched in 2020 during the pandemic.

Pastoral Update

* In January 2016, Minister Nathan Wang joined WHCCs pastoral staff as Executive Minister. In July, Ric Sun
departed from WHCC'’s pastoral team for seminary studies at DTS. Minister Kai Chen joined the pastoral staff
as Youth Minister.

* In April 2017, Minister Jodi Chung was ordained as pastor. Winston Shu became a partner staff to launch the
Transforming Generations Training Center. Eugene Leong became partner staff to help found the Legacy
Ministry.

* In 2019, Minister Ruth Wu was ordained and became WHCC'’s Associate Cantonese Pastor; Minister Andrew
Lee joined WHCC'’s pastoral staff as Minister of Community Engagement; Minister Xuezhi Liao became a
part-time Mandarin Minister serving WHCC’s Seniors’ Ministry.

* In February 2020, Minister Leo Huang was ordained (#/) and became WHCC'’s Associate Mandarin Pastor.
In October, Minister Nathan Wang was ordained and appointed Executive Pastor. Michael Hsu took on the
role of part-time Mandarin Minister. Tim Wu became Partner Staff to lead the Transforming Generations Train-

ing Center. \
ofs
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By Pastor David Hsu, Sheng-yen Lin
Translation: Kathryn Hsu

Trensformingd Phelse
0 201.6-2021)

Missional Movement

* In June 2016, WHCC'’s Cantonese Ministry group began the Vietnam short-term missions.

* In November 2016, WHCC celebrated the dedication service for the completion of the Elo New Testament.
Our global partners Brother and Mrs. Chang shared their testimony.

* In 2017, Martin & Alice Reed were commissioned for Bible translation work among the Cree Indians in
Arctic Canada with the Wycliffe Bible Translators. (4)

* In October 2018, our Woodland Church plant officially became a registered non-profit organization. In Sep-
tember 2019, New Hope Christian Church of Woodlands (NHCCW) officially became independent.

* In December 2018, WHCC co-sponsored the second CMC (Chinese Missions Conference) South jointly
with Texas Chinese Churches and Ambassadors for Christ.

* In 2019, WHCC commissioned the Wu Family for Liberty.

* In 2019, WHCC launched Chinese Alpha small group outreach. The ministry moved online in 2020 to con-
tinue Gospel Outreach during the pandemic. (B-C)

* On June 7, 2020, for the first time in WHCC history, council member installation ceremony was held on line
through Zoom. (D)

* During the Easter outdoor joint service in April 2021, Joseph and Mary were commissioned for global minis-
tries in Central Asia.

Note: God has done so much in the past 30 years to be adequately recorded in this limited outline.

We ask for everyone’s understanding for any omission of many worthy ministries.

For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name
in serving the saints,
as you still do--- (Hebrews 6:10)
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THIRTY YEARS OF
STEADFAST LLOVE

Pastor David Hsu




he Chinese have a proverb that

says, “Thirty is when you know

your stand.” In the Bible, the num-

ber thirty carries special significance
as well. At 30, Joseph became a ruler in Egypt
(Gen 41:46). Mosaic law dictates that one starts
serving as a priest at 30 (Num 4:3). David was
enthroned as king at 30 (2 Sam 5:4). And 30
is when Jesus began His public ministry (Luke
3:23).

30 is far from the end. Instead, it is the
mark of a significant starting point. As we cel-
ebrate our 30th anniversary at W, we rejoice
over this milestone and recognize it as a point
of new commissioning! Looking back, we have
experienced the abundant grace of God these
past 30 years, seeing three phases of building
projects completed and three churches planted
locally. In addition, we weathered the testing of
the pandemic by the grace of God. Following our
Transforming Generations vision, we have con-
tinued sending our church members out into the
mission field. We are nearing completion of our
goal to send 20 people out into mid- or long-term
missions in five years, having sent out 19! We
are so grateful for the good work of God in our
midst!

A time of celebration is also a good time
for reflection. This milestone is an important mo-
ment for us to honestly examine ourselves before
the Lord. According to research, American church
attendance has decreased by 20% in the last de-
cade, with an average of 10 churches closing ev-
ery day (over 3,500 churches closing each year).
Thankfully, there are also approximately 3,800
new churches planted each year. These statis-
tics tell us an important fact: a church can have
a good beginning, but it can also easily go down-
hill. Experts say that one of the most common
reasons behind church decline is self-deception.
The inability to see reality and an unawareness
of the changing environment can lead to minis-
try becoming ineffective and incapable of facing
new challenges.

There are many areas where we need
to learn and grow: developing our care ministry;
communicating with the next generation; shifting
our focus in learning from knowledge acquisition
to life application; establishing a healthy sabbath
rhythm; helping those who struggle with media
addiction; moving from superficial interactions to
authentic sharing; mobilizing our baby boomers
to embrace their post-retirement mission; imple-
menting a solid discipleship pathway; transition-
ing leadership from one generation to the next;
mastering the new challenge of hybrid online and
in-person ministry... We have our work cut out
for us.

Our mission statement for the last five
years has been: “Proclaiming hope and sharing
grace for life transformation in Christ.” But com-
ing out of a year-long pandemic that has affected
all of us, we see increasing distance in relation-
ships and weariness in our souls from the shut-
downs. In our heart of hearts, we are all longing
to come home to God. This longing is particu-
larly strong in a church with immigrant roots like
ours, where many of us are sojourners far from
our homeland. Regardless of where our ethnic
roots are, as believers, we recognize that we are
all sojourners who are far from home. Hebrews
11:13-15 reminds us:

“These all died in faith, not having
received the things promised, but
having seen them and greeted them
from afar, and having acknowledged
that they were strangers and exiles
on the earth. For people who speak
thus make it clear that they are seek-
ing a homeland. If they had been
thinking of that land from which they
had gone out, they would have had
opportunity to return.”

Our pastoral staff and leaders therefore
worked on a new version of our mission state-
ment for this occasion: “Welcome sojourners
home to the joy of following Jesus together.”
We wanted to come up with a concise statement
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to communicate what the Lord has laid upon our
hearts. The imagery here represents our call to
be a church that welcomes sojourners home to
God, so that we may soar into the joy of following
Jesus together. We also updated our core val-
ues from the previous “Communion, Community,
and Commission” to a new set of values: “Rec-
onciling Generations, Relinquishing Perfec-
tionism, Honoring Unity, Advancing Multipli-
cation, and Leaning Forward.” These values
reflect W’s God-given uniqueness and will help
guide our future ministry direction.

How will we continue to build up the body,
multiply through church planting, and pass the
baton to a new generation? When | think of W’s
future, | really believe that the best is yet to come.
Hence, we embrace the new vision of Trans-
forming Generations: Reconnect. This sequel of
the Transforming Generations vision targets the
daunting challenges we face in a post-pandemic
world. We need to reconnect with God, recon-
nect with our brothers and sisters, and reconnect
with neighbors for the sake of the Gospel. As we
celebrate our 30th anniversary, we look forward
to welcoming people back from the isolation of
the pandemic, coming home to the heart of God
and our spiritual family, and welcoming sojourn-
ers home into the abundant grace of God.

In the last 30 years, we as a church have

been blessed with the special grace of unity. Mu-
tual respect, teamwork amongst three congre-
gations, and joyful service to one another have
always marked our church culture. This is some-
thing we must never overlook or take for granted.
Our unity is something to be treasured and con-
tinually nurtured. | am especially grateful for the
love shown to our pastoral staff team over the
years. We were the first Chinese church in this
city to implement a clergy appreciation month
every October as a beloved W tradition. The hu-
mility, unity, and love we share with one another
has kept W in the will of God.

Personally speaking, | thought about how
my family grew up here at W. Sometimes | joke
about how our kids grew up on Sunday church
lunch! Truth be told, | am so grateful for the love
that we have received at W. Our children grew up
at W without many common PK (Pastor’s Kids)
complaints; this is a great mercy from God! We
are grateful for the grace that has been shown to
us: that our people have given us space to grow,
knowing that we are far from perfect. We have
been loved and supported by our church through
many prayers and loving actions.

| am grateful for my children - grateful to
see them get baptized at W, become disciples,
and continue to follow Jesus and find joy in serv-
ing Him. | am proud of them and rejoice in the

k€ As we celebrate our 30th anniversary,
we look forward to welcoming people back
from the isolation of the pandemic, coming
home to the heart of God and our spiritual
family, and welcoming sojourners home into
the abundant grace of God. )
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love and mentoring that they have received here.
Last but not least, | am so thankful for Cheryl,
for | could not have persevered all these years
without her loving encouragement and patient
support. Especially this past year throughout
the pandemic, Cheryl served tirelessly in our on-
line worship ministry, often working late into the
night to complete recording and video editing,
for which | could not be more thankful. We, as a
family, have been so blessed at W!

Writing for this anniversary occasion got
me thinking about the old praise song | sang
while still in school. The song was taken from
Lamentations 3:22-23:

“The steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases; His mercies never come to
an end; they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.”

For the last 30 years, the story of W has
been one of God’s steadfast love. And the de-
scription of His love in these verses is just incred-
ible. As we walk out of a trying year of Covid-19
and head into a post-pandemic world full of un-

knowns, what might we face in the future? Jer-
emiah says that the steadfast love of the Lord
‘never ceases” and “His mercies never come
to an end.” The suffering prophet who penned
these words of hope boldly declared: “they are
new every morning.” They are new every morn-
ing! They will be new in each and every year still
to come! As we march forward by faith, guided
by vision, together in unity, we will continue to
experience many new stories of God’s steadfast
love. Let us look forward to the next 30 years as
we reconnect to transform the generations, for
the best is still yet to come!
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“Quiddity”

Pastor Andrew Bywaters

uiddity isn’t really a word — C.S.

Lewis coined the term in his ar-

ticle, “Surprised by Joy”, to de-

scribe the “thingness” of things
(“Quid” being the Latin word for thing).1 What
he meant by this term can best be understood
by looking at the tree in our front yard. | could
describe the tree as beautiful — its leaves are a
soft shade of light green, turning orange in the
autumn before falling and blanketing our front
yard for several weeks, and then slowly coming
back to vibrancy in the early spring. It could be
described as “solid,” or “stable,” or many other
things that convey the feelings it evokes in us
over the course of the year. But all of these de-
scriptors miss something critical about the tree —
it is a thing, an object, a real, physical presence.
It is not “beauty” or “solidity” or “stability,” but an
actual, real thing that requires water to survive,
that can be touched and seen and smelled. To

R 6
///

the Pandemic

lose a sense of its “thingness” is to lose the es-
sence of the tree. This “thingness” Lewis calls
“‘quiddity.”

It is this sense of “quiddity” that has been
impossible for us to reproduce in our virtual Sun-
day services over the past year. (I wrote this in
March of 2021, a little over a year from when we
went completely online). We have tried to pre-
serve every important “function” of the online
service — the sermon, worship and praise, corpo-
rate prayer, announcements, even communion
— and yet the most critical aspect of the service
we have not been able to convert, because we
cannot, and that is the realness of the service.
Watching a video of an emcee welcoming you
to worship God, recorded several days earlier,
is not a real welcome; it is a virtual substitute.
Watching a recorded sermon may give us what
we think is the “essence” of a sermon: a mes-
sage expounding the scripture and applying it to



our lives. But that is not what makes it a sermon.
Encountering a flesh-and-blood preacher, look-
ing at each other face-to-face, as he brings you
a word from God for that moment, in that place,
is a fundamental part of the sermon - it gives
the sermon “quiddity.” We are called to sing to
each other in Colossians 3. We cannot do that
by singing in our separate living rooms, being
‘led” by people who cannot see us or hear us,
who recorded their singing several days before.
We have abstracted the various elements of the
Sunday service out of their proper context and
tried to make do with a virtual substitute.

And for many of us, the virtual substitute may
seem more pleasant. | like having my Sundays
free. | do not need to get my family ready and
out of the house by 9 a.m. — we can climb out of
bed at 9:15 a.m. and just turn on the TV. Sunday
school is over by noon. | don’t need to poke my
head into three different rooms over lunch to talk
to people, hurrying to finish my food before the
afternoon meetings begin. Many of us have peo-
ple we would rather not interact with on Sunday —
well, now we don’t have to. Far fewer of us have
to serve in any capacity on Sunday. Many are
waking up late, and then listening to the recorded
service at 1.5x or 2x speed, “saving” even more
time. The virtual has become a preferable substi-
tute for the real.

But there is something profoundly wrong with
this. First, it is in flagrant disobedience to He-
brews 10:25 —

“Do not neglect meeting together.”

More importantly — yes, even more im-
portant than disobeying a direct command of
God - it fails to comprehend what the Sunday
service is, what gives it real meaning. We have
taken what we perceive to be the “true” mean-
ing in the Sunday service, and ripped it out of
the embodied form that God has intended. The
service is not about an abstract message from
a pastor — there are hundreds of thousands of
those floating around the internet, and many
of you are competent enough to read the Bible

and a few commentaries and compose your own
message. The service is about God encounter-
ing His people gathered together at a particular
time and a particular place, speaking a Word to
them for that particular time and place — the ser-
vice has “quiddity.” The service is not about sing-
ing praises to God. It is about the people of God
gathered together, in the presence of the angels
(1 Corinthians 11:10), where we sing to God
and each other — our worship is to have “quiddi-
ty.” When we say hello to each other in the lob-
by, when we dodge 8 year-olds running through
the gym, when we sit down with each other to eat
in the coffee house or go out to a nearby restau-
rant after church, when we pass out bulletins in
the sanctuary or hear an infant crying in the over-
flow room, when talk about home renovations or
plans for short-term missions over the summer
or get excited about upcoming movies - we are
experiencing the “quiddity” of the body gathering
together for covenant renewal in the presence of
God. These cannot be experienced on YouTube
or Zoom, because there is no real “quiddity”
there. God created us as flesh-and-blood crea-
tures to experience reality in its fullness, mean-
ing its “thingness.”

And this is what has been missing
throughout the Pandemic. As we begin coming
back together, take time to mourn what was lost,
and appreciate what God is now helping us re-
cover. Take time to come a little earlier for ser-
vice, and leave a little later. Go out of your way
to start a conversation with the person you would
normally try to avoid. As | write this, we are con-
sidering having elementary age children worship
with us on Sunday mornings. When one of them
distracts you, remind yourself that this is “quid-
dity,” and it is good, and in some ways just as
important as the content of the sermon you are
hearing. We need this — we need quiddity, and
we need to learn once again how to embrace it.

1 Quid actually means “what,” but is often best translated “thing.”
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ANNIVERSARY REFLECTION

Pastor Edward Lee

hen Christina and | returned to

Houston from serving overseas

back in 2012, we were praying

and asking God for direction to
our next ministry assignment. By God’s grace,
He led us to serve at W, where we have served
for 8 years so far. We have been so blessed to
be a part of the W family, and join in God’s plan
to grow into a church that Welcomes Sojourn-
ers Home to the Joy of Following Jesus Togeth-
er. Our God is a Marvelous, Good and Gracious
God, and | want to share a few testimonies as an
encouragement to you.

First, in my role as the English Associate
Pastor, | have had the privilege of serving the
English young adults at W, seeing firsthand the
amazing ways God has grown them as followers
of Jesus Christ. Many come as recent college
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graduates moving to Houston to begin their first
jobs, while others come to Houston through job
transfers, or as young professionals just looking
for new opportunities to develop their careers.
In each of these situations, these young adults
are in major transitional points in their lives, of-
ten needing to leave behind family, close friends,
and/or church communities to begin a new chap-
ter.

| still vividly recall the moments | met
many of these young adults, when they visited
W for the first time. They shared about their de-
sires to settle down and find a church home. We
were able to quickly connect them to our young
adults fellowship (previously called Compass) or
to a small group, where they could begin to build
friendships with others in the same life stage.
Over the years, one of my greatest blessings has



been watching these young adults blossom un-
der our care, and grow to be committed disciples
of Jesus who make an impact on those around
them with the gospel. Many have grown to serve
in various ministries at W. They teach the chil-
dren and youth, they serve on the worship team,
they lead small groups, and some even serve
on our church council as deacons. Others have
stepped out in faith to attend short-term mission
trips around the world. | had the privilege of lead-
ing two teams of young adults to Turkey and one
to the UK, and | just marveled at their passion for
the gospel and their heart to serve with the love
of Jesus.

I have witnessed (and officiated) many
weddings over the years, seeing young single
men and women grow into committed husbands
and wives, and even fathers and mothers, multi-
plying their faith into the lives of the next genera-
tion in their home. | have truly seen God’s grace
and power to transform generations at W! This
year, as we celebrate W’s 30th Anniversary, |
hope and pray that God will continue to build up
our next generation of disciples and leaders to
lead our church into the future.

Secondly, | want to share how thankful
| am for the love, care, and support that the W
family has shown to my family and me. There
have been countless expressions of grace - en-
couraging us through notes and texts, inviting us
to meals, helping us move, bringing food over
when Caleb arrived, praying for us, and many
more that are too numerous to list. God has
blessed W with a special gift of making others
feel like they are part of a family. | remember a
few years ago, when | was going through a par-
ticularly difficult time and shared about it with my
small group. It was not planned, and | worried af-
terwards that people would judge me or view me
with less respect because of my struggles. But
God surprised me, as so many group members
responded by pouring out their love through ten-
der and kind words of encouragement. | still have
many of those notes today, and | keep them as a
reminder that | am not alone but part of a spiritual

family that is committed to bearing my burdens.

| believe this is what makes W so unique
and special. We are a community of imperfect
people redeemed by the blood of Jesus, who
welcome other imperfect and broken people
home to Jesus, so that together we may expe-
rience the joy of following Jesus together. Let
us not grow weary of keeping our eyes firmly
fixed on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our
faith, so that we may run this race with perse-
verance for the glory of God. | praise God for
His faithfulness to W these past 30 years, and
look forward to the greater things God has in
store for us in the decades to come.
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Making an Impact at a Local Women's Shelter

Involvement in Mission of Yahweh

Peter Zhang

his year, 2021, marks the thirtieth an-

niversary of W, the West Houston Chi-

nese Church. It has been thirty years

of increasing blessings from the Lord,
as W has maintained focus on obeying our Lord
Jesus’ command in the Great Commission and
following His example.

Mission is the key component of W’s
vision to transform generations. And while you
can find W’s mission footprint covering faraway
places in the world, our local outreach has also
gradually taken form and has been bearing fruit.

In the mid-2000s, some members from
our Meta congregation felt the need to take ac-
tion to care for those who are less privileged in
our nearby community. These members discov-
ered the Mission of Yahweh, located on 10247
Algiers Road, in Northwest Houston.

The Mission of Yahweh (MOY') was found-
ed by Sister Helen Gay in 1961, to be a haven
for homeless and abused women and children. It
is a nondenominational Christian shelter, which
provides food, clothing, and housing for about
1600 people every month. Our involvement in
the MQY is to teach “Character First” on the sec-
ond Monday evening of each month. While MOY
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offers these women a safe haven during a diffi-
cult season, it is the ultimate goal of the minis-
try to shape their lives by building them up with
strong character so that they can stand on their
own in society again.

With the planting of the Access church in
2006, our early workers with MOY moved on to
focus on growing the church plant. New laborers
were needed to continue and build up our min-
istry outreach, and | was approached by Pastor
David to be a part of this endeavor. | accepted
the invitation and immediately asked my friends,
David and May Li Du, and Jonathan Guan, to
join me in this opportunity. They gladly agreed to
share in the responsibility of teaching. The class-
es would need to be taught in English, which
would be stretching for them, but they stepped
out of their comfort zone and took on the chal-
lenge with no fear and have done a fantastic job.

TTeaching “Character First” focuses on
building character in areas such as responsibili-
ty, punctuality, creativity, thanksgiving, tolerance,
and patience. The Monday night meetings we
host have been something the MOY ladies look
forward to. Here in the class, they start with a
powerful time of corporate worship, then receive



teaching on how to practically grow in each char-
acter quality, practice in group discussions, and
receive prayer for all their needs. By starting the
meeting with corporate worship, we invite Lord
Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, to take charge
in the meeting. Oftentimes, the presence of the
Lord is so strong that people’s hearts are deeply
touched, as witnessed by Meta sister, Tomo Tsai.
We've witnessed life transformation take place,
as people build up the skills to get a job and the
character to keep a job. Many of these ladies
have found jobs and are now able to afford to
live on their own and thrive at what they do. The
joy of witnessing the changed lives makes all our
effort worthwhile.

| want to take this opportunity to thank
Brother Bing Yao and Minister Ric Sun, for their
many years of coordinating this outreach during
the early days. AiYong Tung took on the lead-
ing role of teaching the children along with Ching
Chan and other coworkers. Elder Joe Chan
taught the character class whenever he was in
town. Their faithfulness has rubbed off on peo-
ple like myself, giving us the strength to continue
the work. Tiffany Tye joined this ministry as a co-
ordinator for a short stint, and then along came
Brother Bob Eng, who took the leadership role
for this ministry for many years until he and his
wife Mary moved to Austin. Bob is a modern-day
evangelist with a passion for sharing the gospel
at every encounter. His energy and fervor are so
contagious. | am really blessed to have co-la-
bored with Bob.

Our MOY outreach has also involved
people from other churches. Inspired by her
parents’ work in the outreach, Sister Samantha
Du quickly became a key coworker. Her love for
the people, her creative way of teaching, and
her passionate prayers for the ladies there have
made a difference in people’s lives, and seeing
her serve has certainly energized me. She even
taught a lesson the week before she moved to
California to start a new job. | pray that Saman-
tha’s passion to serve people in need will contin-
ue to grow stronger.

In the past couple years, | have seen
many young people from both the Meta and
Mandarin congregations participate in the meet-
ings and teaching. Pastors Ed Lee, Nathan
Wang, and Andy Lee started taking on more ac-
tive teaching roles and mentored Meta young
adults to teach as well. Deacon Jane Chang also
organized a summer camp for the MOY children,
which received very positive feedback.

13

A Summer Culture Camp Team

Our Lord Jesus has a special place in His
heart for the poor. In Luke 4:18 Jesus declared:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because He has anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor;

He has sent me to heal the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovery of sight to the
blind,”

Here is my challenge to my fellow believ-
ers at W. If you step out to serve the poor around
us, the Holy Spirit will come upon you for you will
be anointed. The Holy Spirit will empower you to
preach the gospel, to heal the brokenhearted, to
set free those people who are in bondage, and
to lead people to see the light, which is the truth.
An exciting ministry opportunity awaits each one
of you!
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Anchi Hsu

here is an old Chinese saying, “Life
doesn’t truly begin until your 30s.” This
year, 2021, WHCC celebrates its 30th
anniversary. Happy Birthday, WHCC!
As we look back, we celebrate God'’s faithfulness
in the ministries at our church over the past 30
years, one of which is the Stephen Ministry.

Stephen Ministry provides W with a prov-
en and effective way to organize, equip, and
oversee a team of congregational lay members
— called Stephen Ministers (or caregivers) —
to provide high-quality, one-on-one, Christ-cen-
tered care to people in our church and community
who are experiencing difficulties in life. Stephen
Ministry is different from other ministries at W.
For most ministries, brothers and sisters at our
church may begin serving within a short time of
expressing interest. However, due to the sensi-
tive nature of the support given through Stephen
Ministry, extensive training is required to equip
members to become qualified caregivers.

The training requires fifty hours of class
over the first six months, and then an additional
eighteen months of practical training, caring for
care receivers and participating in a small, inten-
sive support group. During the two-year training
period, caregivers invest their time, love, com-
passion, and energy into caring for individuals’
needs patiently and privately. They walk with
their care receivers through the ups and downs
of their difficult circumstances, becoming com-
panions who are readily available to listen well
and offer support. In most cases, this process of
walking through the hardships with a care receiv-
er will take at least one year. The commitment
and love shared by our caregivers is beyond
words. 2021 will mark the 12th anniversary of the
Stephen Ministry of WHCC. Up to this moment,
we have trained 62 caregivers, and have helped
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more than 130 care receivers.

People often look at the enormous
amount of time and effort required and ask, what
makes it worth it to become a caregiver? My an-
swer is: This ministry is a love journey that we
go through with God’s accompaniment, one that
helps us build a closer relationship with Him and
with our brothers and sisters.

No matter how old we are, life will always
be filled with ups and downs. When we are de-
pressed, we typically do not need to be told what
is right or wrong. Rather, we need someone who
will sit beside us, listen to what is on our heart,
and understand the pain we feel. Most of the
time, our feelings are very private and sensitive,
and we are hesitant to reveal our bitterness to
others, or to even acknowledge it ourselves. This
where the Stephen Ministers come alongside to
offer care.

As trained caregivers, we do not play the
role of God to solve problems. We are not doc-
tors to cure wounds. We are not social workers
to assist with material needs. We just make our-
selves available as God’s servants, sitting quietly
by our brother or sister’s side, listening compas-
sionately as they share about their pain and bit-
terness. Our objective is to love, to accompany,
and to let our care receivers know that they are
not alone. We strive to give them warmth and
hope, to point them to God in the midst of their
suffering, and to let them ultimately find healing
themselves through Him.

Whenever someone recovers under our
care, our joy is inexpressible, and we recognize
that we could never have gotten through it with-
out God’s love. God walks with us through the
long journey, as we learn how to listen, accom-
pany, and build trust as Stephen Ministers.



“My daughter was only thirty-six when she just left me like the wind.

There was no time to say goodbye, and no time for another hug.

My mind was filled with anger.

Why is God so cruel, to take away my only love in the world, my dearest daughter?
My husband died very early, and it has just been my daughter and me ever since.

We have relied on each other all these years.

She was an excellent student, always at the top of her class, succeeding in all she did.

She gave me so much pride and fulfillment.

Then suddenly, she was nothing but a cold body, lying in the hospital.

In that very moment, someone tapped my shoulder, and | turned my head to see,

Someone who would accompany me during this hard time, a caregiver from Stephen Ministry.

When | yelled at her, she did not say a word!
When I cried, she just sat with me!

When | kept talking, she listened quietly!

When | felt bitter, she prayed for me!

Today is the anniversary of my daughter’s death.
| went to her grave, and told her to rest assured.

Mom has gone through and come out of this shadow of death, because there is someone

who abides by me all the time!

At this moment, are you feeling hurt? Lonely? Deserted?

Please do not wait to ask for help, God is here and Stephen Ministry is here to help.

There is no reason to feel so bitter and lonely anymore.”

This is a short essay written by a woman who received care through W’s Stephen Minis-

try. She recounts her painful journey of getting
through the darkness after her daughter’s death.
Through God’s love and the care of her caregiv-
er, she was able to cope with the new reality, find
healing, and move forward with peace and hope.

This year we celebrate 30 years of God’s

faithfulness to our church, and 12 years of His
love through our Stephen Ministry. He has walked
with us through many rough moments, and has
helped us experience joy, tears, and happiness.
Thank you pastors and deacons at WHCC, for
your support over the years. Thank you caregiv-
ers, for your love and dedication. Thank you care
receivers, for your trust. And last but not least,
thank you God, for looking after all of us.

“So now faith, hope, and love abide,

these three; but the greatest of these

is love.”
(1 Corinthians 13:13)

SHMIRFE L
AR

B

Stephen §Ministry
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Transformed Generations at W

Minister Andy Lee

he feel of multipage Sunday bulletins
with Chinese letterings; the aroma of
“sauce on rice” Chinese lunch boxes
after service; the sound of chatty Ah-
Yis’ laughter echoing off the beige metal folding
chairs upon entering the spacious, airy gym -
these are just some of the many things that felt
familiar and warm, reminding me of the Chinese
churches that | grew up with here in Houston.

But yet, although | could not put my finger
on it before, there was also something distinctive
about W’s ambience. There was the feeling that
the church was a real home, with a low-key and
unassuming culture that was understated yet
palpable; a feeling that you could come as you
are, and find acceptance and a place to belong.

When | was still just a junior at Bellaire
High School in 1996, | had no idea that ten years
later, | would end up marrying my best friend,
Christine, who grew up at this church. | had no
clue that we would go through our Prepare &
Enrich premarital counseling course with W staff
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along with a guy named Jimmy and a girl named
Tomo, only to serve alongside them 13 years lat-
er. | had no idea that we would be married by her
youth pastor, a gifted and fiery young preacher.

| returned to Houston in 2018 with Chris-
tine and our two kids, Evan and Ari, almost 22
years later. Reflecting back, | am amazed at the
journey that God has brought us on, and how
central WHCC has been to our story. Christine
and | have been direct beneficiaries of W’s for-
mer mission statement, Transforming Gener-
ations. We were part of a younger ABC gener-
ation, transformed by the love of the church’s
founding generation, which my in-laws were a
part of. | had no idea back then that one day |
would be starting my first full-time ministry posi-
tion as the Minister of Community Engagement;
that one day | would be serving alongside the
mother of one of my closest high school friends
on a church committee; or that one day | would
end up working and serving under and along-
side Pastor Dave. | truly feel that Christine and
| have directly experienced the joy of being part



of a generation that has been shaped and trans-
formed by the love of Christ through so many
people in this church. God is amazing.

Most importantly, | would have never
predicted that God would use W to develop my
love for evangelism and missions. As many of
you know, | went overseas to work with my in-
laws around 2009. At the time, we were living in
an underdeveloped part of the country, far from
the comforts of the West, and the closest big city
was well over two hours away. As for me, this
was my first experience truly living overseas!

One of my greatest fears at the time was
that Christine and | would be socially and spiri-
tually isolated, cut off from the church, spending
some of our precious prime years away from the
kind of spiritual nourishment and camaraderie
that we knew we would so desperately need.

Little did | know, our Father was so faith-
ful, reminding us that we did not need to worry
(Matt. 6:31-33), because He was making ar-
rangements for us. In fact, he sent the church
to us. For several years, W continued to send
teams to where we lived, to help us run the sum-
mer camps for the local youth. He was not only
growing my joy by giving me the opportunity to
share the good news with the next generation,
but He was also allowing me a real opportunity
to experience first-hand what it means to have a
real partnership with brothers and sisters in the
gospel (Phil. 1:5). We planned together, we ate
together, we taught together, we sweat together
(it was really hot during the summer!), we wor-
shipped together, and in some cases, we even
shared personal struggles together. Perhaps
for the first time, after attending several me-
ga-churches in my twenties, | experienced the
joy of what it meant to be part of a true commu-
nity, a group of people with one spirit and one
mind, struggling for the sake of the gospel. As
a planner, | would never have guessed that my
initial experience of home would have happened
overseas.

This is why | am so passionate about
providing opportunities, especially for the young-
er generation, to experience the joy of sharing
the gospel as a team. In my experience, there is
nothing that can substitute the feeling of being
a part of a missions team, made up of different
brothers and sisters of different ages, education,
life experiences, temperaments, passions, and
spiritual giftings, all striving together toward the
same goal. The teams that | was blessed to be
a part of during those memorable summers gave
me a taste of the joy of serving together. Part
of my vision for Community Engagement is to
provide our members with those opportunities,
especially for those who have not yet had that
experience.

As W comes on its 30 years, | am con-
tinually amazed at just how good our Father has
been to our church, and how much He has bless-
ed us with unity, friendship, and family. W has
been a home to me in every sense of the word,
and | have no idea where | would be without our
church. Its story has in some ways been com-
pletely woven into mine. | was a sojourner who
had been looking for purpose and family, and W
has provided me with both.

So, thank you so much W. | thank our
Lord for you. May we continue to strive together
to welcome other sojourners home to the joy of
following Jesus together!

A Andy (left) and Christine (right) in
local summer youth camp
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HE CHANGED

Joseph and Mary

he two of us came to the United States

from Hong Kong as students in the

1990s. In the coming future, we hope

to move to Central Asia as mission-
aries, if the Lord is willing. This article is not so
much about the journey of our own will, but rath-
er it is a testimony of our changed lives.

We met, fell in love, and got engaged in
Hong Kong, where we each were also baptized.
Mary went to Chicago to study nursing, and
| went to the University of Texas in Houston to
study microbiology and molecular genetics. After
graduating in 1993, Mary got a job as a nurse
at the M.D. Anderson Cancer Hospital in Hous-
ton. We got married at Houston Chinese Church
that same year. After we married, we opened up
our home and started a Bible Study Group with
scholars and students from mainland China.

Like many Asian immigrants coming to
the United States, we were in search of the so-
called “American Dream.” We had normal life
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OUR LIVES

plans, which involved graduating, finding a job,
getting citizenship, upgrading our cars, buying a
house, having children, and retiring to play golf.
We hoped that our children would then repeat
our cycle and have stable lives. But was this
what was truly meant for us? The Lord Jesus had
different answers for our family.

At the Crossroads

In 2001, | was working as a research-
er in a biotechnology company. The company
asked me if | would be interested in becoming
a branch manager in Taiwan, China, or Hong
Kong. That same month, one of the company’s
clients decided to start a research institute in
Singapore and asked if | would be interested in
joining his team and working for the Singapore
government. In addition, my former postdoctoral
mentor said that he had just received a consider-
able research grant from the US government and



asked if | was interested in returning to the Bay-
lor College of Medicine to be an assistant profes-
sor. Because my mentor was also a Christian, |
asked him to give me seven days to lift up this
question in prayer and ask for God’s guidance.
After a week of earnest prayer, on the morning of
the seventh day, God’s word was given to me in
Genesis 12:1, “Go forth from your country, and
from your relatives and from your father’s house,
to the land which | will show you.” When Mary
got up to pray that same morning, God gave her
a message from Hebrews 11:8, “By faith Abra-
ham, when he was called, obeyed by going out
tfo a place which he was to receive for an inher-
itance; and he went out, not knowing where he
was going.” Putting together these two messag-
es from God, we carefully meditated and real-
ized that “Go forth from your country” meant
we needed to leave Houston. | had to graciously
decline my postdoctoral mentor’s kind offer to
return to the Baylor College of Medicine. “And
from your relatives and from your father’s
house” meant that we should not go to China,
Hong Kong, or Taiwan. Therefore, | also declined
the managerial position from the biotechnology
company. “To the land which I will show you”
meant God was calling us to a new place that we
had never been to before, Singapore. When we
uprooted our family and moved to Singapore, we
did not know anything about the country. Never-
theless, we moved there based on our faith in the
Word of God.

Validation and the Grace of the Lord in Sin-
gapore

Our family joined the International Baptist
Church of Singapore. The members came from
51 countries, and people of all skin colors wor-
shiped together. We thank the Lord for giving us
this foretaste of what it will be like to worship God
altogether as described in the seventh chapter of
the book of Revelation.

Soon after we arrived, a local couple
shared about their experience with us. They said

that more and more brothers and sisters from
China were coming to the church, initially seeking
an opportunity to learn English. When the couple
tried talking to them about spiritual pursuits, they
hit a barrier as they couldn’t speak to them in
their mother tongue. As such, the couple hoped
that mature Mandarin-speaking Christians would
come to the church to help start a Bible study
group together. They said the two of us were the
result of three and a half years of prayer.

The Bible study group had humble be-
ginnings, starting off with two Christian couples
and six non-Christians. Through the grace of the
Lord, He added new people every month. We
saw constant reconciliation in the relationships
between people and God, and reconciliation be-
tween people and people. Three years later, the
number in our group had almost reached forty. In
2005, | was invited to serve on the church dea-
con board. | was assigned to the finance and
evangelism department for two years. The dea-
con board, made up of men from different coun-
tries, agreed to thrive in the church in unity, just
like the early churches in the book of Acts.

As for our children, our eldest son was
admitted to the best Kindergarten in Houston,
T. H. Rogers, in May 2001. We were confused
by God’s timing, wondering why we would need
to leave behind the opportunity for Teddy to get
a head start in school. When Teddy entered the
Canadian International School in Singapore that
August, he was assigned to kindergarten based
on his age, but he felt that the curriculum was
too boring. The principal gave him a half-day test
and found that second grade would be more suit-
able for him. In my opinion, entering the best kin-
dergarten in Houston was an excellent choice.
But God’s plans were greater than what we had
in mind. Teddy skipped two grades and we saved
two years of tuition.

As for our younger daughter, Jenny, God
had another wonderful plan for her. The local
physical education teacher noticed that Jenny
was very good at doing somersaults and flips.
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He thus encouraged her to join the gymnastics
team. This is a sport that Chinese parents sel-
dom let their children do because of the risk of
injuries. But after discovering her gift, we felt
that she should develop this talent God had giv-
en her. Afterward, 16 years of physique and pa-
tience training began. She eventually received a
full four-year scholarship provided by a universi-
ty sports department. Last year, she was elect-
ed to be one of the captains of her university’s
gymnastics team. Through all of this, we saw
her leadership skills, interpersonal relationships,
spiritual formation, and adversity quotient grow
significantly.

Looking back at our five years of ministry
in Singapore, we learned that if we are willing to
let go, not clinging to our own small ideas, and let
God lead, His grace is for sure far better than our
myopic vision.

Spiritual Formation After Returning to the
United States

Our family returned to the United States
in 2006 after the work contract in Singapore ex-
pired. Back in the States, | ran a research labo-
ratory in a medical school and did pathological
diagnosis, employing nanotechnology. In 2007, |
attended the open house event for Dallas Semi-
nary in Houston, but | had no idea when | would
start seminary. The scope of my work was grad-
ually getting smaller and smaller. When | was
in graduate school, | studied microbiology. For
post-doctoral research, | studied molecular ge-
netics. And at this point, | was working at the
nanoscale. Nanotechnology equipment is made
of silicon, which is sand. Were my work and life
built on sand? But the Lord has His timing.

“For | know the plans that | have for
you,” declares the Lord, ‘plans for
welfare and not for calamity to give
you a future and a hope.”

(Jeremiah 29:11).

Serving in different positions at W over
more than a decade has enabled us to have a
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complete and rich understanding of the establish-
ment and operations of the church. Now that our
children have both graduated from college and
are now working, the time and call of the Lord
has come. In 2018, the Lord closed the window
on the medical school job, and He opened the
door to begin seminary. | enrolled in the full-time
master’s program in missiology at the South-
west Baptist Theological Seminary (after eleven
years of waiting). | was a commuter student for
the first semester. By God’s grace, | graduated
in May 2020. The commencement was unique.
The president of the school held a virtual grad-
uation ceremony in an empty auditorium. The
encouragement he gave to each graduate was
very strong: “Even in the midst of adversity,
continue going forward.”

Outlook

This year, we are responding to God’s
calling and have joined a ministry organization
and will be sent full-time to live among Muslim
communities in a Central Asian countries. We
will start as students, learning the local language
and culture. After we get more settled, we hope
for a chance to bless the local students and their
families through medical and educational minis-
tries. And in the days to come, if God allows, we
hope to develop renewable energy (solar, wind,
and hydropower), indoor vertical agriculture, and
other businesses platforms. Dear brothers and
sisters, we earnestly urge you all to pray with us.

Time is always moving forward; may our
brothers and sisters cherish this time. May you
each offer your body as a living sacrifice to the
Lord, in response to the different callings God
has for you today.

May all glory and praise go to our Lord
Jesus Christ, Amen.



THRIVING

in the Midst of Troubles

Pastor Nathan Wang

he word “thriving” and the year 2020

are two words you probably would nev-

er associate together unless you were

talking about chaos or potted plants.
For many of us, myself included, it took all of our
energy and then some to just survive, much less
thrive, during a stress-filled year: surviving loss
of a family member, of a job, of community, and
of any kind of certainty of what was to come. It is
no wonder that relationships were strained, our
mental and physical health plummeted, and ad-
dictions to the things of this world rose in an ef-
fort to make sense of what was going on around
us. Thriving was probably the last thing anyone
could even dream of doing.

As | reflect on all that has happened this

past year, there has been much good that has
been eclipsed by all the bad - we've celebrated
new births and weddings in our communities,
we’ve found ourselves to be more adaptable
to change than maybe we initially thought, and
we’ve become more grateful for the relationships
that we have that keep us grounded and more
generous with our time and resources. In fact,
the Lord uses seasons and years like 2020 to do
something in us for our good and for His glory.

In verses 3-5 of chapter 5 in his letter to
the Romans, the apostle Paul writes:

“Not only that, but we rejoice in

our sufferings, knowing the suf-
fering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and
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character produces hope, and hope
does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who
has been given to us.”

Through all that we’'ve experienced in
2020, God uses our suffering to produce in us
endurance, which produces character, which
produces hope. Let me explain how.

I. Suffering Produces Endurance

As a former communicable disease ep-
idemiologist with the city of Houston, I've al-
ways wondered what actually living through a
pandemic might be like. In graduate school, you
read stories about what others have weathered
it in the past, or how resource-limited countries
today deal with outbreaks in their communities.
You theorize and role play how a scenario might
unfold. Working at the health department, in both
outbreak investigation and disaster prepared-
ness, | had a front-row seat in seeing how local
governments handled the potentiality of Ebola,
MERS-CoV, and pandemic flu. One of the man-
tras behind preparedness and planning is that
you write the playbooks, the manuals, the plans,
not to predict how things might play out, but to
establish the relationships, the processes, and
the tools necessary to ride out the storm togeth-
er.

In the early days, weeks, and months, it
was tough. Our team was putting in long hours
researching new tools, learning new processes,
and executing post-production video editing, in-
teractive video-conference based classes and
small groups, and remote work team manage-
ment. Meanwhile we were also pressing in to
see and listen for how the Lord was leading, as
we worked on updating our mission, core val-
ues, strategies, and vision for the next 5 years.
Although stress and anxiety were at an all-time
high, | look back and am most thankful for the
relationships in Christ we had that served as
our anchor in the storm. Our relationships with
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each other through small groups allowed us to
stay grounded and lift one another up in prayer.
Our relationships with our leaders allowed us to
be challenged to improve yet be met with grace
when things didn’t go perfectly. And most im-
portantly, our relationship with Jesus Christ, our
Savior, anchored us as he led us each step of the
way, especially when we didn’t know what the
next step was going to be.

By submitting ourselves to each other in our rela-
tionships, we were able to weather the pandemic
together, which has made us even more resilient
to endure whatever comes next.

Il. Endurance Produces Character

Our initial plan, when we first shut down
the building back in March 2020 was to hopefully
regather a few months later, sometime in July.
But when July rolled around, our city was expe-
riencing the largest peak of cases at that point,
so we decided to settle in for the long haul, tak-
ing steps to rethink our ministry for the next year.
The irony of making plans in such a volatile and
unknown season was not lost on me, but that’s

what God calls us to do each and every day, isn’t
it?

In Proverbs 16:9, it says,

“The heart of man plans his way, but
the LORD establishes his steps.”

While all of us have experienced varying
degrees of plans being upended, we can take
solace in the fact that the only plan that matters
is the one the LORD establishes for each one
of us. Having our plans cancelled or confirmed,
upended or smoothed out, should not cause us
to be in a state of anxiety but rather, it should pro-
duce in us a humility and dependency on God.
When we endure these seasons of uncertain-
ty, of suffering, by directing our eyes upon the
LORD - the only one who has control in our lives
and in our world - He produces in us a charac-
ter that is not easily swayed by the things of this
world but grounded and anchored by the peace



of God and His sovereignty.

lll. Character Produces Hope

This chain of events - suffering producing
endurance, endurance producing character, and
character producing hope - is one that follows a
linear process, a sequential process. One simply
cannot jump from suffering to hope without hav-
ing first learned to endure and having endured,
formed a character of humility and dependence
upon God. There is no shortcut because true
hope, genuine hope, a lasting hope comes at
a cost. Christ purchased for us that everlasting
hope when he went to the cross for our sins, and
he guaranteed that eternal hope for us when he
rose again. As disciples of Jesus, we too can ex-
perience hope in the midst of suffering when we
die to ourselves - our selfishness, our idolatry,
our pursuit of the things of this world - and look
to the author and perfecter of our faith, our Lord
Jesus Christ. The hope that we need, that we
long for, cannot be found in us or in others, but
only in the Son of God.

For many of us, it is difficult to imagine
what hope looks like during this time. With so
many things that we once relied upon or trust-
ed in our society now seemingly broken, we may
feel lost or hopeless when we look at the world
around us. And yet, God is still at work - trans-
forming lives, families, and generations for our
good and His glory.

As | look forward to celebrating 30 years
of God’s faithfulness to us as a church, | am filled
with hope of what is to come because of what He
has already done! Hallelujah!




The Gospel is
Good News!

Minister Kai Chen

uring the serving, what was
the most memorable thing to
you? How did it touch your
heart or make any changes
in your life? (It could be from your interaction with
youth or serving together with teachers or minis-

try staff)”

Deciding on a mission trip to serve with
during the summer is no easy task. Not only are
there thousands of available trips and organiza-
tions to partner with, there’s also a major debate
among youth ministry “experts” regarding the
philosophy of youth mission trips and how they
should be preceded. As a “brand new” youth
minister entering into WHCC in 2016, | did not
have a pre-established trip or organization that |
was familiar or partnering with. At a youth confer-
ence | attended in that year, the National Youth
Worker Convention, | stepped into a large room
that consisted of hundreds of mission trip plan-
ning organizations. Initially feeling overwhelmed,
| was soon able to orient myself with the room
and begin talking with the vendors. One particu-
lar vendor caught my attention: Lead The Cause
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(LTC). They had a single focus, which was to
equip students to courageously share the Gos-
pel with their unbelieving friends. | was quickly
enamored by LTC’s vision and grew in my con-
viction for their ministry.

For the next three summers, our youth
group partnered with LTC to travel to Austin
(twice) and Denver for mission trips that were,
simply put, life-changing. The premise of an LTC
trip is focused on training & equipping in the
morning, practical application in the afternoon,
and praise & commissioning in the evening. LTC
brings in gifted speakers and teachers to lead
the large group training, while local youth pas-
tors lead the breakout room training. We were in-
troduced to the concept of the CAUSE CIRCLE
and PRAY, CARE, SHARE. We were challenged
to practice transitioning to spiritual conversations
by role-playing with each other. After a hearty
lunch, every single participant would step into
a school bus and be driven to a strategic loca-
tion where small groups would step out in faith to
approach the people of Austin and Denver and
engage in spiritual conversations. After about



2-3 hours of evangelizing under the hot sun, we
would have a couple of hours for rest and dinner,
before the evening sessions began. The days
were full and tiring, but the memories and expe-
riences were significant. Here are a couple of my
favorite stories | would like to share:

In 2017, during our first year with LTC in
Austin, TX, our team was assigned to partici-
pate in evangelism for 2 of the 4 days while we
were there. However, we wanted to maximize
our time by using our free afternoon to go back
out to UT campus and share the Gospel. While
on the bus ride there, a couple of the youth joked
about how they wanted to share the Gospel and
see someone come to accept faith that same
day. Someone gave an affirming shout to that
statement, while the rest of us chuckled, knowing
deep in our hearts that the odds of that happen-
ing were not too high. The moment we arrived
on campus, you could tell the energy level was
just a tad lower. People had been physically and
mentally worn down throughout the course of the
past few days, and our body language showed it.
My group and | walked around campus, having
some great conversations and a couple of not
so great ones. After two hours of evangelizing,
the group reconvened at the campus fountain in
order to debrief then return home. But we quick-
ly realized that three of the youths were missing
and considerably late. As the leader of the group,
| felt a combination of annoyance and concern.
But after 30 minutes of waiting, we could see one
of the missing youths running towards us. He
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apologized for being late and let us know that the
other two were finishing up a great conversation.
The person whom they were speaking with had
just prayed to receive Christ! Despite our fatigue
and lack of faith, God answered our prayers and
used our team to give the gift of salvation to a
new brother in Christ!

In 2019, our team went to Denver, CO,
for the first time to participate in LTC. The routine
of the week was exactly the same as the week
in Austin, with the exception of the different lo-
cations we were able to visit. At the end of the
week, after finishing our time with LTC, our team
had a small window of opportunity to do some
sightseeing before heading off to the airport.
However, we had a larger group (21 to be exact),
and did not have any means of transportation. By
God’s divine grace, we were able to connect with
some WHCC members who previously lived in
Colorado, and they were able to plan an amaz-
ing hiking trip for us. They coordinated with their
friends in Colorado through their WeChat group
to go hiking with us, as well as provide us with
transportation. We were so thankful for their gen-
erosity! | found out earlier in the day that these
friends from their WeChat group were mostly
non-believers, so | was thinking in my head, this
would be a great opportunity for our students to
practice their LTC training during our hike with
these new friends. However, without even hav-
ing the opportunity to let our youth be informed
about their drivers, they were already one step
ahead of me. While sitting in the car, | heard our
students initiating conversations with the friend-
ly drivers about their lives, their spiritual back-
ground, and eventually sharing about our faith in
Jesus Christ. As a youth minister in that moment,
| could not have been more proud.

These are just examples of the grace of
God in our youth ministry. It's hard for me to be-
lieve that this is now my 5th year here at WHCC.
I am thankful for our youth, our youth parents,
and our church. | look forward to many more sto-
ries of God’s faithfulness at WHCC in the years
to come.
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An Extraordinary Week with COVID!

Agnes Hsu

y name is Agnes Hsu. | am a sur-

gical recovery nurse at M.D. Ander-

son Cancer Center, where my staff

and | take care of cancer patients.
Our patients travel to Houston from all over the
states and around the world, desperately in need
of surgery. As the COVID-19 pandemic contin-
ues to sweep across the nation, there has been a
significant shortage of PPE (personal protective
equipment). It has become a tremendous chal-
lenge for us to take care of our many immuno-
compromised patients who are the most vulner-
able.

| have never seen a fireman run into blaz-
ing flames without wearing his fire-resistant gear.
And yet, we as healthcare workers have been
asked to wear just one mask per day, per staff
member. Yes, just one mask each day! All the
healthcare workers have been going to work with-
out enough gear to face the increasing needs in
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patient care. Healthcare workers are passionate
about saving lives, but they would save far more
people if they are kept alive versus dying to save
one.

My heart was deeply burdened and dis-
turbed last week. | have been a nurse for over 30
years, and I've never once experienced a situa-
tion like this. | prayed to God, asking HIM to give
me just one week of supplies to help my staff and
patients for the unit | work on. We needed 1,000
masks just to get by. | made a few calls within my
Christian network, asking for donations, all the
while feeling emotionally distressed.

The next day, | received a call from one
of the Christian organizations | had reached out
to - Light and Salt Association. The person who
called told me they had 1,000 masks to donate
and asked if | wanted them. | told her, “OMG!!!
Yes! | will pick them up now!” | received 1,000



surgical masks, exactly what | had prayed for! Brothers and Sisters in Christ - We as
healthcare workers are the frontline as well as
the last-line of defense. We hope that COVID
never infects us!

Brothers and sisters, our God is an amaz-
ing God! He has amazing ways to give us assur-
ance.

Yes, it was a most critical and difficult sit-

‘He says, ‘Be still, and know that . . e
uation! But we have an almighty God who is with

I am God; I will be exalted among

the nations, | will be exalted in the us. Let us come together and pray for HIS pro-
earth.” tection. Let this pandemic pass us with no harm.

Pray for God to heal those who are already sick
and in trouble. Amen!!

Psalm 46:10

“Whoever dwells in the shelter of
the Most High will rest in the shadow
of the Almighty. | will say of the Lord,
‘He is my refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom | trust.’

“Surely he will save you from the
fowler’s snare and from the deadly
pestilence. He will cover you with
his feathers, and under his wings
you will find refuge; his faithfulness
will be your shield and rampart. You
will not fear the terror of night, nor
the arrow that flies by day, nor the
pestilence that stalks in the dark-
ness, nor the plague that destroys
at midday. A thousand may fall at
your side, ten thousand at your right
hand, but it will not come near you.

If you say, ‘The Lord is my refuge,’
and you make the Most High your
dwelling, no harm will overtake

you, no disaster will come near
your tent. For he will command his
angels concerning you to guard you
in all your ways; they will lift you up
in their hands, so that you will not
strike your foot against a stone.

‘Because he loves me,’ says the
Lord, ‘I will rescue him; I will protect
him, for he acknowledges my name.
He will call on me, and | will answer
him; | will be with him in trouble, |
will deliver him and honor him. With
long life I will satisfy him and show
him my salvation.””

Psalm 91:1-7; 9-12; 14-16




Grace Upon Grace

Pastor Estella Lin (10/2020)

hen W celebrates its 30th an-

niversary, | will have already

served in the church for twen-

ty-six years. Looking back on
this journey, | have deeply experienced the truth
of John 1:16 “For from his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace.” Indeed, we live in
fullness, grace upon grace.

From Exploring to Establishing (1995-2005)

| responded to God’s call to serve at W...
leading children and women’s ministries in 1995.
In the beginning of my exploration, Mrs. Anita
Wong graciously helped me get acquainted with
the ministry and coworkers; to seek God’s will
together, build a ministry team and establish the
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structure and strategy of children’s ministry, with
the mission of “Partnering together to build young
follower’s Christ.” It took two years to change the
teachers’ teaching rotation from once a month to
quarterly or two quarters rotation by sharing its
mission. Because of the teachers’ deeper com-
mitment, the number of Sunday school children
in both sessions continued to increase. By the
end of 2005, before the Katy church planting,
the number had exceeded 200. Each session
had 20 classes; which were divided into four
departments (Nursery, Hoppers/Jumpers, Pre-
school and School Age), and each department
was led by their own coordinators. This effective
structure has been maintained to this day. The
following ministries were also established during
the same period: Mother’s Day and Father’s Day
presentations, Infant Dedications, Lock-in or In-
door Camping (2003-2016), AWANA (1998-2003



which was discontinued because of implement-
ing too many smaller groups), and the children
summer school (1997-2004, which took 2.5
months along with fees). It is also worth mention-
ing that it took two years to pray and communi-
cate with parents to change Chinese school from
Sunday to Saturday in 2003, so that the students
and parents could focus on worshiping God on
Sundays.

Regarding Women’s ministry | focused
mainly on the development of Sister’s Fellow-
ship, Young Mothers Groups, and the Wednes-
day Bible Study (2003-2017) for children ministry
leaders.

God had given us a group of caring and
devoted co-workers, so that | could experience
the sweetness and joy of team ministries and sa-
vor the effectiveness of co-workers serving ac-
cording to their gifts in these 10 years. God has
taught me this principle “ministry is possible only
if there are co-workers,” and the needs to equip
co-workers. Praise God for his fullness, grace
upon grace!

From Establishing to Expanding (2006-2014)

The next eight years from establishing
to expanding, God has taught me not only that
“ministry is possible only if there are co-workers”,
but also to have enough committed team leaders
so that the ministry could be developed, estab-
lished and passed on in the long term. In the two
church plantings, the children department which
trained children’s teachers and co-workers for
them; after each church planting, our children’s
ministry and teams had to be reorganized, and |
learned to strengthen the training of leaders and
teachers. During this period, in order to stabilize
and grow the ministry, | continued to care and
equip team leaders, and compiled manuals for
teachers and for parents.

| responded to the call to oversee the
Cantonese Ministry in 2006, since | was the only
one who was fluent in Cantonese. God really
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expanded my vision and learning. | tremblingly
stepped down from the positions of the Women’s
Ministry and Chinese School so | would have
more time to shepherd the Cantonese congrega-
tion until Pastor See later took over. The training
of Cantonese worship service team, the reorga-
nization of the fellowship and the small group
outreach were all great memories!

Praise God that the church provided me
with funds and opportunities to receive leader-
ship, caring and counseling training, so that |
could build teams and grow in the caring and
shepherding of co-workers, parents and chil-
dren. In 2008, God moved my husband, Emmo,
to develop the “Marriage Mentoring® Ministry with
me. In the first two years, we mentored seven
couples. Praise God that they all became mentor
couples after receiving training. In this process,
my marriage relationship with Emmo had gone
through many breakthroughs and growth. Praise
God for his fullness, really grace upon grace!

From establishing to growing (2014-now)

Since 2015, it has been a great opportu-
nity for me to continue to expand and grow. See-
ing the needs of families and because of God’s
great mercy, | was willing to obey and accept
challenges, putting aside my beloved children’s
ministry, and learned to focus on shepherding
families and building a family ministry. Psalm
127:1,

“Unless the LORD builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain.
Unless the LORD watches over the
city, the watchman stays awake in
vain,”

provides three goals of family ministry: equip
families to live according to God’s will and pur-
pose; to strengthen the relationship of family
members with God and with one another, and to
equip families to fulfill the great commandment
and the great commission. The two diagrams

w 28
///

' arnagé
Mentoring

couple’s camp/ |
{ Weekend to Remember

" PREP- Preventive Relationship
Enrichment program \

Marriage classes

' Parentirig
Mentorin

Parent-child
camps/ events

Family Fun night/activities

Blessed Family classes

Iparenting workshops

below, and each with programs in four levels to
build relationships (couple and parent-child) ex-
press how to achieve the above goals:

The ministries at the bottom of these tri-
angles are in large classes. The number of par-
ticipants reduces as it moves toward the tips. In
addition, the “WHome” which includes a family
resources center, supports pulpit resources such
as “Prayer@Home” and “Connected 3D,” and
the Faith Path is also helping members to build
good family relationships.

It has been seventeen years since the
Blessed Family Ministry started in 2004. Thank
God, in the seventeen years, many parents got
to know Jesus because of attending the Bless-
ed Family classes and accepted Him as their



Savior; even more thankful: Emmo and | have
launched the online teacher’s training course.
Anyone who completes the training course could
become a certified teacher to teach the Bless-
ed Family courses. Three of these courses have
been copyrighted and are available for churches.

Looking back on the 26 years serving
at W, | am grateful for God’s fullness | have re-
ceived, grace upon grace, and His never ending
grace is drawing me to the constant practice of
waiting quietly for God so that | can readjust the
direction, work with God and enjoy His presence!
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Honoring Pastor Estella

Pastor David Hsu
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astor Estella has been my longest

serving ministry co-worker on the W

pastoral team. She has been a super

teammate, a dear sister in Christ to
me and a big blessing for our family. In honor of
her retirement, | like to share and give thanks for
just a few ways she has been a special blessing
to me and especially to our church.

Our Unforgettable Marriage Mentor:

Pastor Estella and Pastor Emmo took
Cheryl and me under their wings back in 2011 as
the first staff couple to go through marriage men-
toring. Till this day, we are super grateful for her
foresight of this ministry and for her love to help
build us up as a ministry couple. Those were
special sessions of grace, as we were blessed
by their friendship and were given the freedom to
talk about our own issues (a rare opportunity for
a senior pastor couple) and we never felt judged.
To this day, we have continued with couples’
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devotions and active listening, habits that we
started during marriage mentoring. Since then
Cheryl and | have been leading marriage men-
toring with many other staff members and leader
couples. We cannot thank the Lord enough for
Pastor Estella’s loving and fruitful investment in
our life and marriage.

Always Wise & Gracious Counselor:

Pastor Estella has always been a key
source of wise counsel for me on our staff team.
She is not always the most vocal staff on our
team, but often | would seek her out to get her
perspective on various issues. Her opinions
have always been helpful to me. | recall on more
than one occasion, when | sought her out after a
meeting, she would often graciously and patient-
ly help me see different perspectives. | always
come out of those meetings not only enlightened
by her counsel, but grateful for her unwavering
support and encouragement from the Lord.



Our First Ordained Woman Pastor & Pioneer:

W has been privileged to have ordained
three women pastors over the last thirty years.
Pastor Estella was the first of which her ordina-
tion really opened the way for women’s ordination
at W. Her path to ordination was a long journey
which we have discussed over for many years.
For the record, Pastor Estella never sought or-
dination for herself. In fact, she was far more
concerned about our church unity than her own
advancement. She has always been content with
her ministry and was never seeking addition-
al recognitions. However, when she eventually
agreed to entering into the process of ordination
in 2014, it was more for the sake of opening the

path for other women and a breakthrough for the
Chinese heritage church, than for herself.

These are just a few ways where Pastor
Estella has been a blessing for me and for W.
She has been one of the finest pastors | have
known and served with, and | thank God for the
privilege of serving together.



The Pastor Estella that I Know

Gina Cheung




henever | think of WHCC’s Chil-
dren’s Ministry, | cannot help but
think of Pastor Estella. She has
been a beacon for our children
and their families. She is a visionary and a men-
tor. She has been such a wise, loving, energetic,
and productive pastor, willing to share her talents
and time with everyone, and fearless in pointing
everyone to Christ and His church! That was how
| felt when | first met her seventeen years ago
and is how | continue to feel about her to this day.

On my very first day visiting W, | was im-
mediately greeted by her wise, smiling face. She
welcomed my boys, gently asking them about
their schools, interests, and friends. She shared
all the information about our congregations and
Sunday School programs, assuring me the chil-
dren would be well taken care of learning about
God and His Words all morning long. She also
invited me to join a Blessed Family class so |
could better equip myself to raise my boys in a
godly way. It amazed me how quickly all of our
needs were taken care of with just a“One-Stop
Shop” at the church back lobby! | shared with her
that | used to be a teacher as well, both public
school and Sunday school, and she welcomed
me to visit some of our Promiseland classes.
Soon after, | found myself helping in a second
grade classroom every Sunday morning!

Pastor Estella constantly motivates ev-
eryone to grow closer to God and serve better
in the ministry. She did not leave me at teaching
that second grade class--she continued to en-
courage me to serve more and more. Because
of Pastor Estella, | started teaching large-group
lessons, leading worship for elementary children,
and helping with some of the special Children’s
events (Easter Celebration, Community Service
Projects, Mother’s Day program, Summer Family
Camp, etc.), eventually going on to serve as the
Children Ministry Deacon. Pastor Estella contin-
ually inspired me to serve our ministry, more than
| ever thought | could.

Pastor Estella has the gift of teaching us
how to serve, not only with her words, but with
her actions. She is always busy with something.
On many occasions, she invited me to observe
the early planning stages of many projects, men-
toring me in how to lead a ministry. She was al-
ways a visionary and would be quick to share her
vision with others, at many times inspiring me or
giving me a clear next step for action. At other
times, when the vision was less clear, she taught
me to pray together for God’s direction and wait
with patience. Many times, | would doubt myself
about how my service should fit into our church’s
vision and best glorify God, and would find my-
self asking, “What would Estella do?”

Pastor Estella focuses a lot on the peo-
ple in her ministry. When | served as Children’s
deacon, there were times that | was worried sick
that we would not have enough Sunday School
teachers. When | came to her for help, instead
of just giving me a bunch of names to invite, she
took the time to sit down with me and discuss the
spiritual needs of each teacher and their families.
She had immense understanding of where dif-
ferent people were, how they were doing spiritu-
ally, and whether they were ready to serve. She
had clearly cultivated close relationships with
every one of them and knew them personally. In-
stead of worrying about filling the empty spots,
she taught me to have faith that “God will pro-
vide.” She even insisted that certain teachers be
taken off the serving list to attend Adult Sunday
School so that they could grow. | was frustrated,
but soon learned her wisdom--it was better not to
have enough teachers than to have weary teach-
ers in need of some spiritual rejuvenation.

There was once a time when for years,
we went without a Children’s Director--several
of our Children’s assistants, coordinators, and
leaders were getting both emotionally and phys-
ically exhausted. People were burnt out. When
| went to consult Pastor Estella, | broke down
and cried in her office, not knowing what to do
nor how to help all these sisters whom | loved.
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Besides consoling and praying with me, she told
me she had already been praying for a while for
a new direction for Children’s ministry. A month
later, Pastor Estella announced that she would
return, taking on leading the Jumper/Hopper and
Nursery portion of the ministry! | was so grateful
and relieved, but at the same time, | knew what a
selfless sacrifice she had offered. Besides Fam-
ily Ministry, Stephen Ministry, teaching Sunday
Schools, and many other obligations, she had
now taken on another two divisions of Children’s!
Not only did she joyfully march on, but she also
used the opportunity to challenge the Children
Ministry leaders to think more deeply about how
Children’s Ministry’s vision of “Partner Together
to Grow Young Followers of Christ” fit into all of
W’s vision of “Transforming Generations”.

During these past months while Pastor
Estella battled cancer, her testimonies touched
all of us deeply. She, Pastor Emmo, and their
whole family continually magnify God and put
Him first. They ceaselessly focus on God--lis-
tening to Him and savoring His Words and pres-
ence. They trust firmly that He knows, that He is
good and perfect, and that He deserves all our
praises and thanks. They have never stopped
loving God and His people, even while endur-
ing the most painful and stressful times. Despite
the physical suffering and restlessness, Pastor
Estella asks that we pray not only for physical
healing, but for a close relationship with God and
to experience His power above all. She puts God
and His people first, above herself and her life on
Earth, just as Paul states in Philippians 1:20:

“as it is my eager expectation

and hope that | will not be at all
ashamed, but that with full courage
now as always Christ will be hon-
ored in my body, whether by life or
by death.”
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Dear Pastor Estella, Pastor Emmo, Han-
nah, Pastor Nathan, Adah, Micah, Phoebe and
Linton, please rest assured that your love and
encouragement for us continue as a beautiful
God-glorifying heritage at W. We love you all and
are so appreciative of the way you have been
shining for Christ. Your legacy and testimonies
exemplify God’s word in | Corinthians 15:58:

“Therefore, my beloved brothers,
be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that in the Lord your labor
is not in vain,”

and again in Galatians 6:9:

“And let us not grow weary of doing
good, for in due season we will
reap, if we do not give up.”

Thank you, Pastor Estella! Thank you for
your loving hearts and for all your unyielding ef-
forts, always pointing us to Christ. We pray that
you are constantly comforted and hearing from
God, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” May
His presence be your joy and strength always!
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