
August 13, 2021 Email to DBC 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Warmest greetings in the Lord who promised, “My grace is sufficient for you” (2 Cor. 12:9). 

In light of the vaccination mandates for federal employees (e.g., US Postal Service) and by local 
private employers like Essentia and St. Luke’s hospitals, and others in our area, permit me as your 
senior pastor to communicate a few biblical principles and practical exhortations that I trust will be 
of benefit to you. 

As with the previous government mandates for masks to address the COVID outbreak in our country, 
state, county, and city, there are many varied perspectives and a wide spectrum of convictions held 
by the saints of DBC regarding vaccinations. In addressing the issues regarding masks and COVID, I 
previously expressed to you my pastoral concerns through an acronym titled M-O-O-D. I was 
concerned about: 

M – isfocus away from the Lord and biblical principles 

O – ver-reaction 

O – ver-reach by the government 

D – ivision among believers. 

It is my assessment that unfortunately all of these became true in the last year and a half, including 
division among believers, which is especially bothersome as it hinders the “striving together for the 
faith of the Gospel” (Phil. 1:27). In fact, how it was handled still remains for some a divisive, 
unresolved issue to this day. In addition, some felt personally disrespected by what I said or how it 
was handled by the elders, and if this applies to you, please accept my/our apologies as 
this was never my/our intention. We love you deeply in Christ. 

It is the conviction of the elders that a person’s choice whether or not to be vaccinated falls under 
the area of personal liberty as a matter of individual conscience before God as addressed in Romans 
14:4-5: 

Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made 
to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 5 One person esteems one day above another; another 
esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind. 

In areas of conscience and liberty, the issue being addressed is neither commanded nor condemned 
by the Word of God, and believers can therefore agree to disagree, even strongly, while still 
respecting the right of others to hold their personal convictions as unto the Lord, including the right 
to change one’s mind if so persuaded by the Lord. 

We are not discussing compromising doctrinally for the sake of some pseudo-unity. In the early 
church, the controversy centered around diets and days, while in our times it involves a number of 
other issues including vaccinations. I personally even have pastor friends around the country who 
disagree or differ in the area of vaccinations, but I still enjoy fellowship and ministry together with 



them as that is between them and the Lord, for each of us will one day stand before the Lord and 
give an account of our decisions. 

Thus, let’s both preach and practice love & grace in these areas of liberty, and remember that Satan 
wants to divide us in order to hinder the furtherance of the Gospel, “for we are not ignorant of his 
devices” (2 Cor. 2:11). Unfortunately, in some cases, he already has succeeded. But when and if 
necessary, let’s pray that these problems can and will be addressed with humility, love, and 
forgiveness to win the day for Jesus Christ and the building of His Church. Let’s seek to “guard the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). Amen? 

“Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, 
longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint 
against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on 
love, which is the bond of perfection” (Col. 3:12-14). 

We also realize that some believers are presently facing the choice to get vaccinated or possibly 
lose their jobs. If you are considering applying for a medical or “religious” exemption as allowed by 
employers on a case-by-case basis as a matter of conscience, feel free to contact Pastor Tom at 
(218) 341-5248 / tom.s...@duluthbible.org, as he can share with you what he has found helpful in 
this matter. 

The apostle Paul ends the section in Romans on areas of liberty and gracious disagreement in these 
matters by reminding us all of what is the real objective of these instructions and exhortations: 

Romans 15:5-6 Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one 
another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And let’s keep praying for one another, and especially our elders, in these trying times. Thank you. 

All by God’s grace and to His glory for the Building of His Church around the world till Jesus comes, 

Dennis Rokser / John 15:7-8; Phil.1:27 
Pastor-teacher at Duluth Bible Church 
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