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Who instigated    
the pursuit               

for freedom?
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Who instigated the 
pursuit for freedom?

Pastors & 
The Church!

A Little History
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A Little History
• Magna Carta – 1215

• Rev. Robert Hunt – 1607

• Mayflower Compact – 1620

• Articles of Confederation - 1643

The Clergy 
of New England 

instigated the 
pursuit for freedom 

more than 100 years 
before the 

War for Independence!
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Four of the six most 
influential thought 
leaders leading up 
to the writing of the 
Declaration of 
Independence were 
preachers!

• Rev. Thomas Hooker

• Rev. Roger Williams

• Rev. John Wise

• Rev. Jonathan Mayhew

• Richard Bland

• Benjamin Franklin
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Collectively, these men contributed 
six foundational ideas that 
profoundly shaped the American 
Founding:

• Government by the consent of the 
governed (Hooker, Wise). 

• Religious liberty and liberty of 
conscience (Williams). 

• Biblical limits on civil rulers and 
resistance to tyranny (Mayhew). 

Collectively, these men contributed six 
foundational ideas that profoundly 
shaped the American Founding:

• Constitutional government grounded 
in law rather than arbitrary power 
(Bland). 

• Practical statesmanship, diplomacy, 
and national unity (Franklin).

• A conviction that liberty requires 
virtue, morality, and accountability 
under a higher law. 
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One of them,
the Reverend 

John Wise, 
became known as 

“The Father 
of Democracy”

Wise’s three key principles:

• Taxation without representation 
is tyranny.
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Wise’s three key principles:

• Taxation without representation 
is tyranny.

• Consent of the governed is the 
basis of Biblical government.

Wise’s three key principles:

• Taxation without representation 
is tyranny.

• Consent of the governed is the 
basis of Biblical government.

• All men are equal and endowed 
by their Creator with certain 
rights.
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“We have reminded 
them of the 
circumstances of 
our emigration and 
settlement here…”
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What were the 
circumstances about 
which our founders 
were referring?

WHAT OUR FOUNDING 
FATHERS ENVISIONED: 

A CHRISTIAN NATION
and

AN END TO TYRANNY
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What is meant by the 
term “Christian Nation”?

What is meant by the 
term “Christian Nation”?
• A nation ruled by law based 

on the teachings of the Bible 
and the Judeo-Christian 
ethic.
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What is meant by the 
term “Christian Nation”?
• A nation ruled by law based 

on the teachings of the Bible 
and the Judeo-Christian 
ethic.

• Royal Charters

What is meant by the 
term “Christian Nation”?
• A nation ruled by law based 

on the teachings of the Bible 
and the Judeo-Christian 
ethic.

• Royal Charters
• The Mayflower Compact
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What is meant by the 
term “Christian Nation”?
• A nation ruled by law based 

on the teachings of the Bible 
and the Judeo-Christian 
ethic.

• Royal Charters
• The Mayflower Compact
• United Confederation of the 

New England Colonies

The Articles of 
Confederation 

of the 
United Colonies 
of New England

May 19, 1643
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“Whereas we all 
came into these 
parts of America 
with one and the 
same end and 
aim, 

namely, to advance 
the Kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
and to enjoy the 
liberties of the 
Gospel in purity with 
peace. . .”

25

26



7/5/2026

14

What is meant by the 
“End of Tyranny”?

King George III was 
to Americans what 
Pharaoh was to the 
ancient Hebrew 
people.

What is meant by the 
“End of Tyranny”?

• The Sugar Act of 1764
• The Currency Act of 1764
• The Stamp Act of 1765 The Stamp Act Congress
• The Quartering Act of 1765
• The Declaratory Act of 1766
• The Townshend Acts of 1767
• The Boston Massacre of 1770
• The Tea Act of 1773
• The Coercive Acts of 1773
• The Shot Heard ’Round the World - April 19, 1775
• A Declaration of the Causes & Necessity of Taking Up     
Arms – July 1775
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The Black Robe Regiment

• Rev. John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg 
(1746-1807)

• Rev. Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg 
(1750-1801)
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