How Haryana Road Tax Works
for Different Vehicle Categories

Buying or owning a vehicle in Haryana involves more than paying the purchase price and
registration charges. Vehicle owners are also required to understand the state motor vehicle
tax applicable to their category of vehicle. Road Tax in Haryana is generally linked to the
type, use, weight, seating capacity or other prescribed characteristics of a vehicle,
depending on the applicable tax notification. The Haryana Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, 2016
provides the legal framework for levying and collecting motor vehicle tax on vehicles used or
kept for use in the state.
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Road Tax in Haryana

What Is Road Tax in Haryana?

Road tax is a state-level charge imposed on motor vehicles for their use on roads within the
state. Unlike a one-size-fits-all fee, the amount payable can vary according to the vehicle
category and the manner in which the vehicle is used.

Under Haryana's taxation framework, the government can specify the applicable rates,
vehicle types, tax periods and payment procedures through notifications. The law also states
that a motor vehicle generally cannot be used or kept for use in the state unless the
applicable tax has been paid.

This makes road tax an important part of vehicle ownership, particularly when purchasing a
new vehicle, transferring a vehicle to Haryana or operating a commercial vehicle.

How Is Vehicle Tax Categorised?
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Haryana's motor vehicle taxation system recognises different types of vehicles. The
applicable tax can therefore differ substantially between a private two-wheeler and a heavy
commercial vehicle.
Some of the broad categories include:

» Motorcycles, scooters and other two-wheelers

= Private cars and other non-transport vehicles

= Goods carriages and commercial vehicles

= Passenger transport vehicles

= Contract carriage vehicles

= Buses and other passenger vehicles

= Special categories of vehicles covered under government notifications

For transport vehicles, factors such as gross vehicle weight, seating capacity, vehicle type
and whether the vehicle is registered in Haryana can affect the applicable tax.

Road Tax for Two-Wheelers

Two-wheelers are among the most common vehicles on Haryana's roads. Motorcycles,
scooters and similar vehicles generally fall under their own taxation category.

For an individual buying a two-wheeler, the applicable tax may depend on the provisions in
force at the time of registration and the vehicle's prescribed classification. The amount
should therefore be confirmed during the registration process rather than relying on an old
tax figure found online.

A practical point for buyers is to keep the road tax component separate from other costs
such as registration charges, insurance, number plate charges and applicable dealer-related
fees. These are different components of the overall vehicle purchase expense.

Road Tax for Private Cars

Private cars are generally taxed differently from two-wheelers because of their vehicle
classification and value-related considerations under applicable state notifications.

When purchasing a car in Haryana, buyers should check the tax applicable to the specific
vehicle before completing the registration process. Factors such as the vehicle category and
the applicable notification can influence the final amount.

Road tax should also not be confused with motor insurance. Road tax is a government levy,
whereas insurance provides financial protection against covered risks according to the terms
of the policy. A vehicle owner may need to account for both expenses while calculating the
total cost of ownership.

Taxation of Goods Vehicles



Commercial goods vehicles are subject to taxation based on prescribed categories. One
important factor is the Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW).

For example, a Haryana government notification provides annual tax categories for goods
vehicles registered in Haryana based on GVW, including vehicles up to 1.2 tonnes, above
1.2 tonnes up to 6 tonnes, above 6 tonnes up to 16.2 tonnes, and progressively heavier
categories. The notification lists different annual tax amounts for these weight bands.

This illustrates why a small commercial goods vehicle and a heavy truck cannot be assumed
to have the same road tax liability.

Commercial vehicle owners should check the current applicable notification because tax
rates and payment provisions can be revised by the state government.

Passenger and Contract Carriage Vehicles

Passenger transport vehicles are another important category under Haryana's taxation
system. Vehicles used for carrying passengers commercially can be taxed differently from
privately owned vehicles.

The applicable amount may depend on the vehicle's classification, seating capacity, use and
the relevant tax notification. Buses, contract carriage vehicles and other passenger transport
vehicles may therefore have separate taxation provisions.

Certain special-purpose organisations may also receive specific treatment under notified
provisions. For instance, a Haryana notification provided reduced motor vehicle tax rates for
certain buses owned by religious institutes and social non-profit organisations registered in
Haryana, subject to the conditions specified in that notification.

Annual Tax vs One-Time Tax

One important aspect of Haryana's taxation framework is that tax is not necessarily collected
in the same manner for every vehicle.

Depending on the vehicle category and applicable notification, tax may be payable for a
specified period or as a one-time tax. The Haryana Motor Vehicles Taxation Act states that
when one-time tax applies, payment is recorded in the vehicle's registration certificate.

For vehicles where tax is payable periodically, owners need to ensure that the tax remains
valid for the required period. Missing a payment can result in additional financial liability.

What Happens If the Vehicle Is Modified?

Vehicle owners should also be careful when making changes that can alter the vehicle's
taxation category.

Under the Haryana Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, if a vehicle is altered or used in a manner
that makes it liable for a higher rate of tax, the owner may have to pay additional tax for the
unexpired period. An additional declaration may also be required under the applicable
procedure.



This is particularly relevant for commercial vehicle owners because changes in vehicle
configuration or use can potentially affect the applicable taxation category.

Road Tax When a Vehicle Moves Between States

Interstate vehicle movement can create additional tax considerations. A vehicle registered in
another state and used in Haryana may be subject to applicable state taxation requirements
depending on the circumstances and duration of use.

Similarly, commercial vehicles operating across state borders may be governed by taxation
and permit arrangements applicable to the respective states. Haryana's transport
documentation also recognises situations involving road tax and other passenger or special
taxes for vehicles operating under temporary permits.

Therefore, owners planning to bring a vehicle into Haryana for extended use should verify

the applicable requirements instead of assuming that tax paid in another state automatically
settles Haryana's tax obligations.

How to Pay the Correct Amount

The safest approach is to determine the vehicle's exact category first and then verify the
current applicable rate and payment procedure with the relevant Haryana transport authority.

Before making payment, keep the following information available:
= Vehicle registration details
= Vehicle class and category
» Gross vehicle weight, where applicable
= Seating capacity for passenger vehicles
= Details of vehicle ownership
» Applicable permit information for transport vehicles
* Previous tax payment details, if applicable

Owners should also retain tax receipts and related vehicle documents for future reference.

Common Mistakes Vehicle Owners Should Avoid

Several simple mistakes can create unnecessary problems:
1. Assuming every vehicle pays the same road tax.
2.Using outdated tax rates from old articles or documents.
3. Confusing road tax with vehicle insurance or registration charges.

4.Ignoring the impact of a change in vehicle use or configuration.



5.Failing to maintain proof of tax payment.
6. Assuming interstate tax requirements are identical across states.

Checking the applicable rules at the time of registration or tax payment can help prevent
these issues.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q1. What is Road Tax in Haryana?
Road tax is a state motor vehicle tax imposed on vehicles used or kept for use in Haryana,
according to the applicable law and government notifications.

Q2. Is road tax the same for every vehicle in Haryana?
No. The applicable tax can vary according to the vehicle's category, use, weight, seating
capacity and other factors prescribed under the relevant taxation provisions.

Q3. Do commercial vehicles pay road tax in Haryana?

Yes. Commercial vehicles such as goods and passenger transport vehicles are covered by
Haryana's motor vehicle taxation framework, with rates depending on their prescribed
category.

Q4. Is road tax different from vehicle insurance?
Yes. Road tax is a government levy, while motor insurance is a financial protection product
that covers specified risks according to the policy terms.

Q5. Can road tax change after modifying a vehicle?
It can. If an alteration or change in use makes the vehicle liable for a higher tax category,
additional tax may become payable under the applicable provisions.

Conclusion

Understanding how vehicle taxation works can make vehicle ownership in Haryana more
predictable and help owners avoid unexpected liabilities. Two-wheelers, private cars, goods
vehicles and passenger transport vehicles can fall under different taxation categories, while
factors such as GVW, vehicle use and applicable tax periods may influence the amount
payable.

Vehicle owners should verify the latest applicable requirements, retain tax-payment records
and keep their registration, insurance and other mandatory documents up to date. Choosing
the right insurance coverage alongside timely tax compliance can also support smoother
vehicle ownership. Square Insurance can help vehicle owners explore insurance-related
requirements and manage their policies conveniently.



